
 

14. Toxin Science and Safety 
A distance learning opportunity 

             September 23, 2026 
           11:00 – 1:30 PM (CDT)  

 

Instructors: 
David Harbourt, PhD, RBP(ABSA), CBSP(ABSA), ASP, SM(NRCM), World BioHazTec, Pasadena, MD 
 

🔍Overview 
Toxin Science and Safety will provide a basis for the biosafety professional who does not 
conduct research with these agents but requires a basic understanding of biological toxins 
and venoms. Since these agents can have such drastic pharmacological effects, they are 
of great interest to the biomedical research community. An increasing number of research 
and industrial laboratories are using some of these agents as laboratory reagents. In 
addition, there are a number of venomous vertebrate and invertebrate species that may be 
studied in a research environment and can present unique safety considerations.  This 
introductory course will also provide laboratorians working with or contemplating work 
with these agents with additional foundational knowledge and recommended best 
practices. The webinar will include interactive case history and risk assessment exercises 
to apply some of information described in this course. 
 

 Objectives 
 Briefly discuss the history of Toxinology - the science of toxins 
 Discuss why we study toxins 
 Identify the basic characteristics of toxins (e.g., Origin, Stability and Mode of Action) 
 Explain facility requirements for working with toxins 
 Describe laboratory operations with toxins 
 Describe decontamination methods and rationale 
 Describe the recommended medical management of toxin exposure 

 
Audience Level:  All levels 
 

膆Suggested Background: None 
 

蚘蚓蚔蚕蚖蚗Who Should Attend:  All Biosafety Professionals, Laboratory Workers and Laboratory Management, Occupational 
Health Personnel, Infection Control Practitioners, Biosecurity Professionals, Facility Personnel, 
and Animal Facility Personnel and Managers 

 

굽굾굿궀긍긎긏긐긑Course Logistics:  Course is one 2.5-hour session. Attendees will need to log on 15 minutes prior to the start time. 
To receive credit and a certificate, attendees must attend the session and complete or access 
all course modules. The course materials are for registered participants only. 

 

讌讍讎讏Course Fees: *ABSA Member: $175  Non-Members: $265 
 * To receive the ABSA member rate, participants must be current ABSA members during the 

training year. Fees include course handouts, access to the ABSA International training site, and 
2.5 hours of expert-led interactive instruction. Group Discount (all registrants from same 
organization): 10% off for 3-4 participants; 20% off for 5-9 participants; 30% off for 10+ 
participants. To apply for the group discount for registration, please call the ABSA Office to 
register. 

 

급긊긋긌Credits: This course has been approved for 0.25 CM points toward RBP/CBSP recertification. *ABSA 
International is approved as a provider of continuing education programs in clinical laboratory 
sciences by the ASCLS P.A.C.E.® Program. This course is approved for 3.0 P.A.C.E.® contact 
hours. Course access links are unique and for individual use only. Sharing is prohibited. 
Duplicate logins or unregistered attendees will be removed from the webinar without a refund. 

 

❓Questions: Contact: Kari DeServi, MEd, Director of Education, ABSA Office, 866.425.1385 (toll free)  
  Email: education@absa.org  
 

Register:  By phone: (866) 425-1385 or Online: www.absa.org 
Confirmed, paid participants will be sent detailed information regarding the course within a few 
days prior to the course. Substitutions allowed with notice by 8/26/2026. There is a 15% 
processing fee for cancellations prior to 9/3/2026. No refunds after 9/3/2026.  

 


