
 
14. Plant & Insect Permit Pathways: Navigating the Regulatory Maze from 

MTA to EPA 
November 13, 2025, and J anuary 29, 2026 | 11:00 AM –  1:00 PM (CST) 

A dis tance learning opportunity 
Ins tructors : 
Deborah Howard, MPH, CBSP(ABSA), Expert—Global AP Biosafety Manager, BASF, Durham, NC 
Anita  Harrell, BS Biosafety Manager, BASF, Durham, NC 
 

🔍🔍Overview: 
Part I Foundations  and Frameworks  –  Plant and plant pes t res earch is  the backbone of both genetically 
modified, dis eas e res is tance and breeding of both academic and biotechnology res earch s o it is  
important that res earch is  conducted legally and ethically. The firs t webinar will cover the importance of 
having the Materia l Trans fer Agreement (MTA) in place before res earch begins  and a  Non-dis clos ure 
Agreement (NDA) to protect confidentia l bus ines s  information (CBI) and Intellectual Property (IP) rights . 
We will dis cus s  the Cartagena Protocol on Bios afety, which is  an international agreement on bios afety 
and a  s upplement to the Convention on Biological Divers ity to unders tand requirements  for acces s  and 
benefit s haring between countries . The clas s  will walk you through s etting up an eFile account which is  
us ed for applying for permits . This  will be the firs t s es s ion of 2 and it will be conducted over a  2-hour 
period with time for ques tions  and ans wers .   
 

Part II: Federal Compliance –  PPQ, BRS, VS, PHYTO, EPA, Biopes ticides , Wildlife  & Fis heries  –  The s econd part of the s eries  will provide 
participants  with an overview of the federal regulations  that a llow you to import, export and move biological materia l ins ide and outs ide 
the U.S. legally. The clas s  will expand on the firs t s es s ion by walking you through the ins  and outs  of applying for different permits . This  
cours e will cover the foundations  of whether a permit is  needed, how to apply for a permit, what type of permit you need, permit conditions , 
and the res ult of non-compliance. 
 

 Objectives : 
• Determine which permit is  needed to move your materia l legally  
• Summarize how to apply for a  permit  
• Identify the importance of protecting your res earch by putting an MTA/NDA/ CBI/ IP in place  
• Des cribe how the Cartegena Protocol and rela ted international regulations  impact materia l trans fer and organization's  res pons ibilities  
• Paraphras e the tips  on how to apply for a  permit for flexibility in your res earch  

 

������ WHO SHOULD ATTEND: Bios afety/ Biosecurity profes s ionals  in government, indus try, academic and other  
ins titutions / organizations ; Individuals  who regularly communicates  about bios afety with the public or 
non-bios afety profes s ionals ; Profes s ionals  who have overs ite or res pons ibility for moving biological 
materia l between s tates  or countries   

 

���������Course Logis tics :  Cours e will be two 2-hour s ess ions . Attendees  will need to log on 15 minutes  prior to the s tart time. 
To receive credit and a certificate, a ttendees  mus t attend the s es s ion and complete or acces s  a ll 
cours e modules . The cours e materia ls  are for regis tered participants  only. 

 

���� Course Fees :  *ABSA Member: $300 Non-member: $390 
  * To receive the ABSA member ra te, participants  mus t be current ABSA members  during the tra ining 

year. Fees  include cours e handouts , acces s  to the ABSA International tra ining s ite, and 4 hours  of 
expert-led interactive ins truction. 

 

  Group Dis count: 10% off regis tra tion for 3-4 participants  from the s ame organization; 20% off 
regis tra tion for 5-9 participants  from the s ame organization; 30% off regis tra tion for 10 or more 
participants  from the s ame organization. Please call the ABSA Office to regis ter your group.  

 

  To obtain the ABSA member rate, the participant will need to be an ABSA member in the year in which 
the training is  offered. Confirmed, paid participants  will be sent detailed information regarding the course 
within a few days  prior to the course. Subs titutions  allowed with notice. There is  a 15% process ing fee 
for cancellations  prior to 10/23/2025. Cancellations  between 10/23/2025 and 10/30/2025 will be 
refunded 50% of the course fee. No refunds  after 10/30/2025.  

 

���� Credits :  This  cours e has  been approved for 0.5 CM points  toward RBP/ CBSP recertification. *ABSA 
International is  approved as  a  provider of continuing education programs  in clinical laboratory 
s ciences  by the ASCLS P.A.C.E.® Program. This  cours e is  approved for 4.0 P.A.C.E.® contact hours . 
Cours e acces s  links  are unique and for individual us e only. Sharing is  prohibited. Duplicate logins  or 
unregis tered a ttendees  will be removed from the webinar without a  refund. 

 

��Ques tions :  Contact: Kari DeServi, MEd, Director of Education, ABSA Office, 866.425.1385 (toll free)  
  Email: education@abs a.org 

mailto:education@absa.org

