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® Use safe and effective needle alternatives
when available.

© Activate the device's safety features.

© Immediately dispose of contaminated needles
in OSHA-compliant sharps containers.

© Complete blocdborne pathogens training.

osha.gov/shar
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1. OSHA Resources on Needlestick Prevention and Bloodborne Pathogen Standard:

a. OSHA Bloodborne Pathogens website (https://www.osha.gov/bloodborne-pathogens) and

webpage on General Guidance (https://www.osha.gov/bloodborne-pathogens/general)

b. OSHA Directive on Enforcement Procedures for the Occupational Exposure to Bloodborne

Pathogens https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/enforcement/directives/CPL_02-02-
069.pdf and Inspection Guidance for Inpatient Healthcare Settings

(https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/standardinterpretations/2015-06-25-0)

c. Bloodborne Pathogens and Needlestick Prevention and Sections of Bloodborne Pathogens

Standard Most Frequently the Subject of Citations (https://www.osha.gov/bloodborne-

pathogens/enforcement)

d. OSHA Fact Sheet on Bloodborne Pathogens

(https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/publications/bbfact01.pdf) and Protecting

Yourself When Handling Contaminated Sharps

(https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/publications/bbfact02.pdf)

e. OSHA State Plans website (https://www.osha.gov/stateplans), which cover State and

Local government employers and workers, such as those in State and Local academic and
public health laboratories.
f. Revised OSHA Site Specific Targeting Plan (2025)

https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/enforcement/directives/CPL-02-01-067.pdf

g. Most Frequently Asked Questions Concerning the Bloodborne Pathogens Standard

(updated 11/01/2011): https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/standardinterpretations/1993-02-

1-0

h. Letters of Interpretation, Electronic Mail Systems and Bloodborne Pathogens Training
requirements. Standard Number:

1910.1030,1910.1030(g)(2)(vii)(N),1910.1030(g)(2)(viii):https://www.osha.gov/laws-

regs/standardinterpretations/2003-06-26

i. Bloodborne Pathogens and Needlestick Prevention: https://www.osha.gov/bloodborne-
pathogens/evaluating-controlling-exposure
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2. CDC
a. Workbook for Designing, Implementing & Evaluating a Sharps Injury Prevention Program:

Workbook for Designing, Implementing, and Evaluating a Sharps Injury Prevention

Program; https://www.cdc.gov/infection-control/media/pdfs/Sharps-Safety-Workbook-
2008-P.pdf
b. Program and Training materials for Sharps Injury Prevention Program:

https://www.cdc.gov/infection-control/hcp/sharps-safety/program-workbook.html

c. Model Plans and Programs for the OSHA Bloodborne Pathogens and Hazard

Communications Standards

https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/publications/osha3186.pdf

3. FDA
a. DOs and DON'Ts of Proper Sharps Disposal: Printable Version (PDF - 120KB):

https://www.fda.gov/media/82389/download

4. EPINet - The Association of Occupational and Environmental Clinics.

5. Infection Control and Hospital Epidemiology: How Much do Needlestick Injuries Cost? A
Systematic Review of the Economic Evaluations of Needlestick and Sharps Injuries Among
Healthcare Personnel, Manocci, A. et.al. Volume 37, Issue 6, 29 March 2016:
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/infection-control-and-hospital-
epidemiology/article/how-much-do-needlestick-injuries-cost-a-systematic-review-of-the-
economic-evaluations-of-needlestick-and-sharps-injuries-among-healthcare-
personnel/3FBBO190E730A12A0D0317C0230A392B
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5 WAYS TO PREVENT SHARPS AND

NEEDLESTICK INJURIES

@ Plan safe handling and disposal before any procedure. ,

@ Use safe and effective needle alternatives
when available.

© Activate the device's safety features.

® Immediately dispose of contaminated needles
in OSHA-compliant sharps containers.

© Complete bloodborne pathogens training.

osha.gov/sharps

https://www.osha.gov/bloodborne-pathogens

Let’s get to the point.

https://www.cdc.gov/infection-control/media/pdfs/Sharps-Safety-Poster1-P.pdf

Workbook for Designing,
Implementing, and
Evaluating a Sharps
Injury Prevention
Program
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https://www.cdc.gov/infection-control/media/pdfs/Sharps-Safety-Workbook-2008-P.pdf
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NOW
YOU SEEIT.

NOW
YOUDON'T.

PROTECT YOURSELF AND OTHERS-
USE SHARPS WITH SAFETY FEATURES

BE PREPARED. Anticipate injury risks
and prepare the patient and work are with
prevention in mind. Use 2 sharps device with
safety features whenever it i available.

cqe;

https://www.cdc.gov/infection-control/media/pdfs/Sharps-Safety-Poster3-P.pdf

BE AWARE. Learn how to use the

DISPOSE WITH CARE. Engage
safety fearures on sharps devices.

safety fearures immediarcly afier use and
dispose in sharps safety containers.

o Immediately place used needles and other sharps in a sharps.
disposal container to reduce the risk of needle-sticks, cuts, or
punctures from loose sharps.

 Use an FDA-cleared sharps disposal container, if possible.

If an FDA-cleared container isn't available, some
organizations and community guidelines recommend
using a heavy-duty plastic household container (i.e.
laundry detergent container) as an altemative.

* Make sure that if a household disposal container is used, it has
the basic features of a good disposal container. (See box at
ight for more info.)

* Be prepared — carry a portable sharps disposal container
for travel.

« Follow your community guidelines for getting rid of your sharps
disposal container.

o Call your local trash or public health department (listed in the
‘county and city government section of your phone book) to find
out about sharps disposal programs in your area.

* Ask your health care provider, veterinarian, local hospital
or pharmacist
0 where and how you can obtain an FDA-cleared sharps

disposal container,
o if they can dispose of your used needles and other sharps, or
o if they know of safe disposal programs near you.

* Keep all needles and other sharps and sharps disposal

containers out of reach of children and pets.

Don’t

 Throw needles and other sharps into the trash.

* Flush needles and other sharps down the toilet.

o Put needles and other sharps in your recycling bin —
they are not recyclable.

« Try to remove, bend, break, or recap needles used by
another person. This can lead to accidental needle sticks,
‘which may cause serious infections.

« Attempt to remove the needle without a needie clipper
device because the needles could fall, fly off, or get lost
and injure someone.

i 2o
All sharps disposal containers should be:

* made of a heavy-duty plastic;

« able to close with a tight-fiting, puncture-proof Iid,
without sharps being able to come out;

« upright and stable during use;
« leak-resistant; and
* properly labeled.

Best Way to Get Rid of Used Needles

and Other Sharps:

Step 1: Place all needles and other sharps in a sharps
disposal container immediately after they have
been used.

Step 2: Dispose of used sharps disposal containers
according to your community guidelines.

For more information visi, www.fda.gov/safesharpsdisposal.

https://www.fda.gov/media/82389/download
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This fact sheet provides information on sharps devices with specific engineering controls
designed to reduce the risk of sharps injury and minimize occupational exposure to
bloodb, s ey hlab E
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Self-sheathing Retractable Blunt-fill Needle shield
a Self-sheathing Retractable Scalpel shield Blade remover
OTHER > — =
SHARPS \
Klever cutter Razorblade scraper Plastic aspirator pipet _Plastic aspirator flask
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https://ibc.utah.edu/_resources/documents/fact-sheets-and-
sops/sharps-protection-for-researchers-fact-sheet.pdf




