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Date:         Fri, 2 Jan 1998 12:35:06 EST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         LSand92622 <LSand92622@AOL.COM>

Organization: AOL (http://www.aol.com)

Subject:      Biohazard Symbol

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit

Hi all-

Does anyone on this list know the origin of the biohazard symbol? Please

respond privately if this would not be of interest to the group.

TIA for your help.

Lea Sandman

LSand92622@aol.com
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Date:         Mon, 5 Jan 1998 08:18:02 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Vince Chase <vchase@BI-PHARM.COM>

Subject:      Pacemaker Warning Symbols

MIME-version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=ISO-8859-1

Content-transfer-encoding: quoted-printable

We have several high B-field NMR spectrometers.  I have come up empty in my=

=20

search for a standard pacemaker warning symbol.  I have seen written warnin=

g=20

signs for microwave ovens but unfortunately they say "Microwave Oven" on=20

them but I'm not interested in butchering a sign to take the parts I like=20

out of it.

Before I design my own,  I was wondering if anyone out there has a high=20

B-field/no pacemaker warning pictogram.  If you are using a pictogram that=20

you find particularly effective,  I would appreciate it if you could send m=

e=20

a .jpg or .gif file with the symbol.

Regards,

Vince Chase

vchase@bi-pharm.com

Radiation Safety Officer

Boehringer Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals

The opinions expressed here are those of the author and do not represent

the opinions policies or practices of Boehringer Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals.
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Date:         Mon, 5 Jan 1998 10:27:45 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Pierre Robillard MD <PRobilla@SANTEPUB-MTL.QC.CA>

Subject:      =?iso-8859-1?Q?remise_de_la_r=E9union_d'aujourd'hui?=
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De :  Pierre Robillard@SSSS le 01/05/98 10:27 AM

Pour :    Suzelle Nolet/SantePub_06/SSSS/Gouv.Qc@SSSS, Michele

      Dupont/SATE/SantePub_06/SSSS/Gouv.Qc@SSSS, Sylvie

      Venne/SantePub_06/SSSS/Gouv.Qc@SSSS, Michele

      Tremblay/SATE/SantePub_06/SSSS/Gouv.Qc@SSSS, icplist@apic.org,

      biosafty@mitvma.mit.edu, hs-canada@ccohs.ca,

      globalocchyg-l@cornell.edu, occ-env-med-l@list.mc.duke.edu,

      promed@usa.healthnet.org

cc :

Objet :   remise de la r=E9union d'aujourd'hui

Bonjour

Je vous propose de remettre notre r=E9union de ce matin =E0la semaine p=

rochaine

pour faire le point des dossiers =E0 la veille du d=E9part de Sylvie et=

 aussi

pour profiter de l'occasion pour aller d=EEner (ou d=E9jeuner comme le =

disent

les Fran=E7ais) tous ensemble.

SVP Me donner vos disponibilit=E9s

Mercredi AM et PM

Jeudi PM

Vendredi AM

Pierre Robillard MD

Montreal Public Health Department

Occupational and Environmental Health Unit

75 Port Royal east room 240

Montreal, Qc, Canada, H3L 3T1

tel.: 514-858-7510 ext. 245

fax: 514-858-5993

email: probilla@santepub-mtl.qc.ca

=
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Date:         Mon, 5 Jan 1998 11:46:19 CST6CDT

Reply-To:     kboyett@healthsafe.uab.edu

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Kyle Boyett <KBOYETT@HEALTHSAFE.UAB.EDU>

Organization: UAB Occupational Health and Safety

Subject:      BSL2 Large Scale Questions

Biosafety netters,

Does anyone have any information as guidelines for proper clearence

space around fermentation equipment.Thanks in advance.

************************************************************

        Kyle Boyett

 kboyett@healthsafe.uab.edu

 Assistant Director of Biosafety

 The University of Alabama at Birmingham

*The preceeding has been MY opinion only. I am hereby DISCLAIMED!*

                                                                                                                   ...inter silvas Academia

                                                quaerere verum.

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 5 Jan 1998 15:48:12 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Pierre Robillard MD <PRobilla@SANTEPUB-MTL.QC.CA>

Subject:      Sorry - wrong number

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

De :  Pierre Robillard@SSSS le 01/05/98 03:48 PM

Pour :    biosafty@mitvma.mit.edu

cc :

Objet :   Sorry - wrong number

A message was accidentally routed to the list.  I am sorry for any

inconvenience.

Pierre Robillard MD

Montreal Public Health Department

Occupational and Environmental Health Unit

75 Port Royal east room 240

Montreal, Qc, Canada, H3L 3T1

tel.: 514-858-7510 ext. 245

fax: 514-858-5993

email: probilla@santepub-mtl.qc.ca
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Date:         Tue, 6 Jan 1998 18:17:08 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Chuck Myers <myerscj@EARTHLINK.NET>

Subject:      Re: Sorry - wrong number

MIME-Version: 1.0
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Pierre,

Got you message off the biosafety list.  Would you have any interest in a

medical waste treatment system that uses an electron beam technology to

effectively sterilize these wastes in accordance with international

standards?  The unit requires only 85 square feet and standard electrical

power to process over 400 pounds an hour operating on a 2-minute cycle

time.  There are no secondary wastes generated as a result of processing.

Please advise if you have any interest and I'll forward you some additional

information.

Regards,

Chuck Myers

myerscj@earthlink.net

(703) 968-0909 X299

----------

> From: Pierre Robillard MD <PRobilla@SANTEPUB-MTL.QC.CA>

> To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject: Sorry - wrong number

> Date: Monday, January 05, 1998 3:48 PM

>

> De :  Pierre Robillard@SSSS le 01/05/98 03:48 PM

>

>

> Pour :    biosafty@mitvma.mit.edu

> cc :

> Objet :   Sorry - wrong number

>

> A message was accidentally routed to the list.  I am sorry for any

> inconvenience.

>

> Pierre Robillard MD

> Montreal Public Health Department

> Occupational and Environmental Health Unit

> 75 Port Royal east room 240

> Montreal, Qc, Canada, H3L 3T1

> tel.: 514-858-7510 ext. 245

> fax: 514-858-5993

> email: probilla@santepub-mtl.qc.ca
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Date:         Tue, 6 Jan 1998 21:04:09 EST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         EKrisiunas <EKrisiunas@AOL.COM>

Organization: AOL (http://www.aol.com)

Subject:      Re: Sorry - wrong number

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit

Chuck :

Could you provide a reference for those "International Standards" for

sterilization of medical waste?

Thanks

Ed Krisiunas, BS, MT(ASCP), CIC, MPH

Consultant

860-675-1217

860-675-1311 (fax)

Spectrum

115 Lyons Road

Burlington, CT.

06013

ekrisiunas@aol.com
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Date:         Wed, 7 Jan 1998 10:31:55 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Comments:     Authenticated sender is <wmoore@popserver.utk.edu>

From:         Wayne Moore <jwmoore@UTK.EDU>

Organization: University of Tennessee

Subject:      Shipping Human samples

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

Hello all,

I have a question about shipping human samples by overnight courier.

These samples are of human origin but have been homogenized using

Guanidine Isothiocyanate (reagent that disrupts cellular membranes

and deactivates enzymes).  The samples are frozen and will be shipped

on Dry-Ice within the US.

My question is: I know that they must be declared biohazardous, but

what paperwork and/or shipping requirements are needed.

Thanks for your input.

Wayne Moore                     Lab Technologist and

jwmoore@utk.edu                 Systems Consultant

Dept. of Nutrition              (423) 974-8059 office

University of Tennessee         =4235459595@aplsnet.com E-pager
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Date:         Wed, 7 Jan 1998 09:32:41 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Edwin Jackson <Edwin_Jackson@BYU.EDU>

Subject:      Shipping Human samples -Reply

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

If you are using FEDX you will have to use the IATA Dangerous Goods

Regulations.   The following statement is contained in the classification

section

"Infectious substances are not subject to the requirements for this

division if they are unlikely to cause human or animal disease"

(see page 72 IATA Dangerous Goods 1997 version)

Other specimines potentially covered include biological products,

diagnostic specimens and medical waste.   FEDX has a fairly

knowledgable hazardous materials shipping department who are very

helpful in giving instructions on pacakge preperation.  Just call FEDX and

ask for the dangerous goods section.

Shippments within the USA by other overnight carriers will probably

require following 49 CFR.  (except UPS they have their own book called

guide for shipping ground and air hazardous materials ) Classifications of

biological materials is found in 49 CFR 173.134  (page 440 in the 1996

edition)  If you decide based on your evaluation of your material that you

are covered by the regulations you will find the proper shipping name,

label and a reference for packing instructions in the shipping table

located at 172.101.

A material that has been treated so as to eliminate viable infectious

agents is excepted from regulation under 49 CFR [see 173.134(b)(iv)]

If you have questions e-mail me at

edwin_jackson@byu.edu
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Date:         Wed, 7 Jan 1998 13:51:53 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Tom Sawicki <tsawicki@ARS.USDA.GOV>

Subject:      Re: Sorry - wrong number -Reply

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Chuck, can you let me have some information on that medical waste ray

gun?  Thanks.

Tom Sawicki, Safety Officer, USDA PIADC
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Date:         Wed, 7 Jan 1998 17:06:00 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Johnson, Julie" <jajohns@IASTATE.EDU>

Subject:      microbiology teaching lab practices

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

We are trying to get some comparison information as to what other

universities are doing as far as safety practices in microbiology

teaching laboratories.  Specifically:

Are human pathogens used at all?

If yes, are any BL3 agents used, or only BL2?

What do you have or not have in the teaching laboratories for biosafety

cabinets?

If you do use biosafety cabinets, how do you deal with the large numbers

of students (at least 50 in some classes) in a relatively small lab

space?

I appreciate any information you can share.  Please reply to my e-mail

address below.

Julie A. Johnson, Biosafety Officer

Environmental Health and Safety

118 Agronomy Lab

Iowa State University

Ames, IA  50011

phone:  515-294-7657,    fax:  515-294-9357,     e-mail:

jajohns@iastate.edu
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Date:         Thu, 8 Jan 1998 08:46:30 +0100

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         DOBLHOFF-DIER OTTO <doblhoff@EDV2.BOKU.AC.AT>

Organization: Universitaet fuer Bodenkultur Wien

Subject:      Re: microbiology teaching lab practices

In-Reply-To:  <199801072307.RAA29840@mailhub.iastate.edu>

Dear Julie,

some data for your survey:

Yes, we use some selected BL2 agents in the advanced microbiology

course, i.e. agents normally found as fecal contaminants and would

also be found in food and water microbiology quality control. The BL2

organisms are part of defined organism cocktails which the students

have to identify by cultivation on selective media.

We never use BL3 agents for undergraduate and graduate level teaching

or even research.

We do use a BL3 agent (HIV) in research projects conducted on the PhD

and post-doc level. Off course the involved persons receive full

training before starting work.

I would be happy to receive a summary of the  survey

Happy New Year

Otto

Otto Doblhoff-Dier, Inst. Appl. Microbiol, Univ. Agric.,

Nussdorfer Laende 11, A-1190 Vienna, Austria, Europe

Tel: *43-1-36006-6204    Fax:*43-1-3697615

EMAIL: doblhoff@edv2.boku.ac.at

WWW: http://www.boku.ac.at/iam/efb/doblhoff/doblhoff.htm
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Date:         Thu, 8 Jan 1998 07:38:14 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Don Callihan <don_callihan@MS.BD.COM>

Subject:      Re: microbiology teaching lab practices

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

     A source of the information you are seeking may be the listserv for

     the Undergraduate Microbiology Education group sponsored by the

     American Society for Microbiology. You should be able to locate more

     information about the next meeting of the Undergraduate Microbiology

     Educators Conference at http://www.asmusa.org/edusrc/edu4c.htm. Or

     e-mail the listserv coordinator at ugconf@Netraasm.asmusa.org.

     Don Callihan, Ph.D.

     Biosafety Officer

     Becton Dickinson Microbiology Systems

     250 Schilling Circle

     Cockeysville, MD 21030

     Phone: 410.584.8306

     e-mail: Don_Callihan@ms.bd.com

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: microbiology teaching lab practices

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>  at ms.bd.com

Date:    1/7/98 5:06 PM

We are trying to get some comparison information as to what other

universities are doing as far as safety practices in microbiology

teaching laboratories.  Specifically:

Are human pathogens used at all?

If yes, are any BL3 agents used, or only BL2?

What do you have or not have in the teaching laboratories for biosafety

cabinets?

If you do use biosafety cabinets, how do you deal with the large numbers

of students (at least 50 in some classes) in a relatively small lab

space?

I appreciate any information you can share.  Please reply to my e-mail

address below.

Julie A. Johnson, Biosafety Officer

Environmental Health and Safety

118 Agronomy Lab

Iowa State University

Ames, IA  50011

phone:  515-294-7657,    fax:  515-294-9357,     e-mail:

jajohns@iastate.edu
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Date:         Fri, 9 Jan 1998 08:23:55 +0200

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Didier Breyer <dbreyer@SBB.IHE.BE>

Subject:      cloning human beings

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Published in the Times yesterday morning.

Give rise to a lot of fundamental questions ...

>>Doctors call for human cloning ban

>>

>>      BY TUNKU VARADARAJAN AND IAN MURRAY

>>

>> DOCTORS and scientists called last night for a worldwide

>> ban on cloning human beings after an American physicist said

>> that he intended to start work on producing a cloned baby

>> within three months.

>>

>> Richard Seed, 74, who aims to set up a clinic in Chicago,

>> said that four couples in the area wanted to participate in the

>> project, with an infertile married upper middle-class couple

>> "number one on the list". He added that the clinic would

>> probably clone both the husband and wife.

>>

>> Pioneer couples would probably have to pay $1 million for

>> their children, but he expected the cost eventually to fall into

>> line with in vitro fertilisation treatment, and he hoped to

>> open ten or twenty clinics in America and up to six overseas.

>> Cloning was, he said, the first step in man becoming one with

>> God.

>>

>> His putative clinic had already recruited two

>> obstetrician-gynaecologists, an embryologist, two lawyers, a

>> psychologist and two "nurse wonderwomen sensitive to the

>> needs of infertile couples". Since he has no medical

>> qualifications, Dr Seed would not himself carry out the

>> cloning, but he intends to devise the technique by modifying

>> the methods used in Scotland to create Dolly the sheep.

>> "There is no difference with all large mammals," he said. "The

>> embryology is very similar."

>>

>> His proposals were greeted with horror around the world,

>> however. President Clinton called for legislation to ban Dr

>> Seed's work, the World Medical Association urged doctors

>> to boycott such research, and the UK Human Fertilisation

>> and Embryology Authority called for the rest of the world to

>> follow Britain's example and ban human cloning. The Roslin

>> Institute in Edinburgh, which cloned Dolly, said that the idea

>> was both unethical and unwise with a grave danger of

>> abortions, abnormalities and infant deaths.

>>

>> But the test-tube baby pioneer Lord Winston called

>> President Clinton's response a kneejerk reaction and,

>> although he expressed doubts about Dr Seed, he said that

>> cloning technology offered hope to many infertile couples.

>>

>> President Clinton said that he would be asking Congress to

>> impose a five-year ban on research into producing human

>> clones - at present it is outlawed only in California - although

>> he did not want to prohibit the cloning of human DNA or

>> animals because that could lead to medical and agricultural

>> advances. Mr Clinton has already forbidden the use of

>> federal money for human cloning experiments and called on

>> privately funded enterprises to shun them. Scientists and

>> doctors in America have accepted a voluntary moratorium

>> on such research, and a bioethics commission last year

>> recommended an outright ban, but Dr Seed was undeterred.

>>

>> "I don't happen to agree with the President of the United

>> States," he said. "He does not have the power to stop me at

>> the moment. I don't think Congress will give him that power."

>> If he were barred from pursuing his plans in America, he

>> said, he would go to Mexico.

>>

>> Dr Seed's work would be illegal in Britain, which passed the

>> first law against human cloning in 1990, and yesterday the

>> UK Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority said that

>> the rest of the world should follow suit. A spokesman said:

>> "Already there are several moves towards bringing in

>> international bans. There needs to be much more worldwide

>> debate about the ethics of cloning. An international ban on

>> cloning would be a good idea."

>>

>> The World Medical Association (WMA), meeting in

>> Hamburg, also called unanimously for doctors to stop work

>> in this field until the scientific, ethical and legal issues had

>> been fully considered. The American Medical Association

>> was one of the strongest supporters of the resolution.

>>

>> James Appleyard, the British chairman of the WMA's ethics

>> committee, said that it was rare to obtain such universal

>> approval, given the wide range of cultures and religions

>> among the 70 countries and five million doctors represented .

>> But he added: "It is mind-blowing what can be done once

>> you start down that track without proper controls. I am

>> gravely concerned that this guy is going to set up in business

>> without understanding the limitations and extent of his work.

>> There are very genuine concerns about the secondary

>> effects." One danger was that genes could be manipulated so

>> that it was possible to control an entire population or make it

>> vulnerable to genetic weapons that could be developed to

>> target specific people.

>>

>> The prospect of a "library" of hundreds of frozen cloned

>> embryos worried Patrick Dixon, author of The Genetic

>> Revolution, who has repeatedly spoken against such

>> research. "A minority of tomorrow's parents will be willing to

>> pay very large sums of money for the ultimate pedigree

>> child," he said. "There should be a complete ban on nuclear

>> transfer experiments with human genes."

>>

>> Grahame Bulfield, head of the Roslin Institute, was also

>> alarmed by Dr Seed's proposals. He said: "We have taken

>> the view that it is not ethical to apply this technique to human

>> beings and we would certainly not license it with our patents.

>>

>> "You would need a large number of eggs. We only

>> succeeded with one out of 277 for Dolly. For a human clone

>> you would probably need a thousand eggs, yet a

>> super-ovulated woman can only produce five. You are

>> therefore going to need a whole lot of super-ovulated

>> women to do this and probably up to 50 surrogate mothers.

>>

>> "A large number of these would end in terminated

>> pregnancies and even among those that went full-term, there

>> would be a number of abnormalities. For all those reasons it

>> would not only be unethical but extremely unwise to try this."

>>

>> Dr Seed said that his method would involve taking a single

>> cell from the adult who wished to be cloned. He would then

>> use an electrical "jolt" to fuse the genes from that cell with a

>> specially treated donor egg cell whose own genes had been

>> removed. The fused cell would be grown into an embryo in a

>> laboratory before being implanted into the womb of a

>> surrogate mother.

>>

>> Dr Seed, who has a doctorate in physics from Harvard and

>> a history of freelance research in embryology, rejected

>> suggestions that his proposals were unethical and even

>> claimed that there was a "moral imperative" to proceed.

>> "God made man in His own image. God intended for man to

>> become one with God," he said in a radio interview. "We are

>> going to become one with God. We are going to have almost

>> as much knowledge and almost as much power as God."

>>

>> For all the storm that Dr Seed's pronouncement has

>> provoked, no American scientist has openly questioned his

>> ability to undertake the project. Harrith Hasson, chairman of

>> obstetrics and gynaecology at Chicago University's Weiss

>> Memorial Hospital, said: "Richard is a brilliant man. He is a

>> little crazy, but we all have to be a little crazy to go to that

>> level. And if anyone can make human cloning happen, it

>> would be someone like Richard Seed."

>>

>> But Arthur Caplan, director of the Center for Bioethics at

>> Pennsylvania University, said that it was somewhat goofy

>> and startlingly irresponsible to consider going from one

>> cloned sheep to human cloning. Dr Seed would need a

>> whopping insurance policy.

>>

       _____________________________________________________________

      |        Didier BREYER, Dr.Sc.         Biosafety Expert       |

      |            Service of Biosafety and Biotechnology           |

      | Scientific Institute of Public Health - Louis Pasteur (IPH) |

    / )  Ministry of Social Affairs, Public Health and Environment  ( \

   / /|                Rue Juliette Wytsmanstraat, 14               |\ \

 _( ( |                  B-1050 Brussels - Belgium                  | ) )_

(((\ \|__/-)___________________________________________________(-\__|/ /)))

(\\\\ \_/ /                                                     \ \_/ ////)

 \       /  EMail: dbreyer@sbb.ihe.be ---> dbreyer@iph.fgov.be  \        /

  \     /        Ph.: +32 2 642 52 93   Fax: +32 2 642 52 92      \      /

   \  _/     BELGIAN BIOSAFETY SERVER : http://biosafety.ihe.be    \_   /

  /___/              IPH WEB SITE : http://www.iph.fgov.be          \___\
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From:         Allan Bennett <allan.bennett@CAMR.ORG.UK>

Organization: camr.org.uk

Subject:      Re: cloning human beings
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Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

I may be wrong but I think this article ise a joke. If you

search Medline there are no publications by any Dr Seed in

embryology. I also think it is no coincidence that the good

doctor is called by the punning term "Dick Seed". Also the

cloning experts at the Roslin Institute had never heard of this

man. In Britain we have many people who make a career of

 hoaxing newspapers and I think this is an example of their

work.

Regards

Allan Bennett

::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

Allan Bennett

Biosafety Investigation Unit

Centre for Applied Microbiology and Research

Porton Down, Salisbury, SP4 OJG, UK

Tel 44 (0)1980 612392

Fax 44 (0)1980 611384
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Didier Breyer <dbreyer@SBB.IHE.BE>

Subject:      Re: cloning human beings

In-Reply-To:  <199801090921.JAA21679@liz.camr.org.uk>

Mime-Version: 1.0
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Could be a joke effectively, although there was also a short mention of

that last evening at the Belgian TV with an interview of the so-called Dr

Seed.

Anyway, the problematic of cloning human beings subsists and is certainly

not a joke.

Does anybody know if there is already some legal framework in that field in

some countries ? (if I am not wrong, there are currently some attempt at

the european level to legislate that matter).

Regards.

Didier Breyer

>I may be wrong but I think this article ise a joke. If you

>search Medline there are no publications by any Dr Seed in

>embryology. I also think it is no coincidence that the good

>doctor is called by the punning term "Dick Seed". Also the

>cloning experts at the Roslin Institute had never heard of this

>man. In Britain we have many people who make a career of

> hoaxing newspapers and I think this is an example of their

>work.

>Regards

>

>Allan Bennett

>::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

>

>Allan Bennett

>Biosafety Investigation Unit

>Centre for Applied Microbiology and Research

>Porton Down, Salisbury, SP4 OJG, UK

>Tel 44 (0)1980 612392

>Fax 44 (0)1980 611384

       _____________________________________________________________

      |        Didier BREYER, Dr.Sc.         Biosafety Expert       |

      |            Service of Biosafety and Biotechnology           |

      | Scientific Institute of Public Health - Louis Pasteur (IPH) |

    / )  Ministry of Social Affairs, Public Health and Environment  ( \

   / /|                Rue Juliette Wytsmanstraat, 14               |\ \

 _( ( |                  B-1050 Brussels - Belgium                  | ) )_

(((\ \|__/-)___________________________________________________(-\__|/ /)))

(\\\\ \_/ /                                                     \ \_/ ////)

 \       /  EMail: dbreyer@sbb.ihe.be ---> dbreyer@iph.fgov.be  \        /

  \     /        Ph.: +32 2 642 52 93   Fax: +32 2 642 52 92      \      /

   \  _/     BELGIAN BIOSAFETY SERVER : http://biosafety.ihe.be    \_   /

  /___/              IPH WEB SITE : http://www.iph.fgov.be          \___\
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Date:         Fri, 9 Jan 1998 09:14:01 EST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Michael Mispagel <mispagel@CALC.VET.UGA.EDU>

Organization: UGA College of Vet. Med

Subject:      Re: cloning human beings

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

I don't know how much of this is a joke, but yesterday I observed a

live interview with Dr. Seed on CNN conducted by Lynn Vaughn.  And

although in this interview he did not make any reference to God or

God-like powers, his basic reason for doing this, he says, is simply

to provide babies to infertile couples.  So, unless that interview

was fake, Richard Seed does exist and he really does want to clone humans.

-----------------------------------------------------------

Michael E. Mispagel, Ph.D.

Quality Assurance Manager

University of Georgia

College of Veterinary Medicine

Athens GA 30602-7371

(706)542-5875; FAX (706)542-8254

MISPAGEL@CALC.VET.UGA.EDU

-----------------------------------------------------------
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Date:         Fri, 9 Jan 1998 08:30:55 MST-0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "THERESE M. STINNETT" <Therese.Stinnett@UCHSC.EDU>

Organization: UCHSC -- FACILITIES

Subject:      Re: Dr. Seed

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

His doctorate is apparently in Physics.  He was on Nightline with Ted

Koppel.  In my personal opinion he has a "god" complex.  He says he

considers himself a good Methodist.  I find his attitudes abhorrent.

He seems to believe that any technology exists only to be used with

no moral or ethical considerations.  I find that scientists such as

he give the majority of us a very bad name in the general press and

public.

These views are my own and do not reflect views of my employer or the

University.

Terry Stinnett

therese.stinnett@uchsc.edu

UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

BioSafety Officer

4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

Denver, CO 80262

303-315-6754
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Date:         Fri, 9 Jan 1998 15:25:45 +0000

Reply-To:     allan.bennett@camr.org.uk

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Comments:     Authenticated sender is <allan.bennett@[172.31.31.27]>

From:         Allan Bennett <allan.bennett@CAMR.ORG.UK>

Organization: camr.org.uk

Subject:      Re: cloning human beings

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

Sorry. I seem to be wrong. The problem in the UK is that the

media print so much rubbish without checking their sources that

you can get a little bit too paranoid.

Regards

Allan Bennett

::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

Allan Bennett

Biosafety Investigation Unit

Centre for Applied Microbiology and Research

Porton Down, Salisbury, SP4 OJG, UK

Tel 44 (0)1980 612392

Fax 44 (0)1980 611384

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 9 Jan 1998 16:31:04 +0100

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         DOBLHOFF-DIER OTTO <doblhoff@EDV2.BOKU.AC.AT>

Organization: Universitaet fuer Bodenkultur Wien

Subject:      Dr Seed

Could that be our Dr Seed?????. This is what I found in Medline

Title

     Non-surgical transfer of in vivo fertilised donated ova to five

     infertile women: report of two pregnancies [letter]

Author

     Buster JE; Bustillo M; Thorneycroft IH; Simon JA; Boyers SP;

     Marshall JR; Louw JA; Seed RW; Seed RG

Source

     Lancet, 2(8343):223-4 1983 Jul 23

Well, we are in for another genetechnology, cloning, medicine bashing

round.

Priority:      normal

Date:          Fri, 9 Jan 1998 09:09:22 +0000

Reply-to:      allan.bennett@camr.org.uk

From:          Allan Bennett <allan.bennett@CAMR.ORG.UK>

Organization:  camr.org.uk

Subject:       Re: cloning human beings

To:            BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

I may be wrong but I think this article ise a joke. If you

search Medline there are no publications by any Dr Seed in

embryology. I also think it is no coincidence that the good

doctor is called by the punning term "Dick Seed". Also the

cloning experts at the Roslin Institute had never heard of this

man. In Britain we have many people who make a career of

 hoaxing newspapers and I think this is an example of their

work.

Regards

Allan Bennett

::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

Allan Bennett

Biosafety Investigation Unit

Centre for Applied Microbiology and Research

Porton Down, Salisbury, SP4 OJG, UK

Tel 44 (0)1980 612392

Fax 44 (0)1980 611384

Otto Doblhoff-Dier, Inst. Appl. Microbiol, Univ. Agric.,

Nussdorfer Laende 11, A-1190 Vienna, Austria, Europe

Tel: *43-1-36006-6204    Fax:*43-1-3697615

EMAIL: doblhoff@edv2.boku.ac.at

WWW: http://www.boku.ac.at/iam/efb/doblhoff/doblhoff.htm
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Date:         Fri, 9 Jan 1998 10:48:08 EST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         EKrisiunas <EKrisiunas@AOL.COM>

Organization: AOL (http://www.aol.com)

Subject:      Re: cloning human beings

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit

We do have our share of newspapers that print "rubbish" in the US. Nothing

wrong with questioning science. However, for good or bad, this is another

issue of man trying to determine how far he can push the envelope. This is

also an issue of personal desires - individuals wanting to have a child. I

have personal experience -- my wife and I went through fertility drugs

(produced by man and science) for two years before our twins were born. We

have friends who have tried this route without success. They have now adopted

children. Are we presenting an opportunity to those who can afford to pay for

this service without fully considering the consequences?

The dialogue is just beginning!

Note: Say Hello to Trevor Marks!

Ed Krisiunas, MT(ASCP), CIC, MPH

Spectrum

115 Lyons Road

Burlington, CT.

06013

860-675-1217

860-675-1311
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Date:         Fri, 9 Jan 1998 16:23:43 +0100

Reply-To:     mani@huwi.ethz.ch, peter.mani@ivi.admin.ch

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         pmani <Peter.Mani@IVI.ADMIN.CH>

Subject:      Dick Seed does exist....

In-Reply-To:  <s4b34bd6.047@fsgate.byu.edu>

Mime-Version: 1.0 (NeXT Mail 4.2mach v148)

Content-Type: multipart/alternative; boundary=NeXT-Mail-935292216-1

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

--NeXT-Mail-935292216-1

Content-type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit

Content-Disposition: inline

After all, this "Doctor Dick Seed" probably does exist. There are a few

references in the old medline databases:

1

AU  - Pucci RO

AU  - Seed RW

IN  - Department of Surgery, Grant Hospital of Chicago, Illinois.

TI  - Case report of laparoscopic cholecystectomy in the third trimester of

pregnancy.

SO  - American Journal of Obstetrics & Gynecology 1991 Aug;165(2):401-2

AB  - Laparoscopic cholecystectomy has not been reported during pregnancy.

      This is the first reported case of a cholecystectomy by laparoscopic

technique in the third trimester of pregnancy. The patient (and her baby)

had a rapid, uneventful recovery identical to that of a nonpregnant patient.

2

AU  - Bustillo M  - Buster JE  - Cohen SW  - Thorneycroft IH  - Simon JA  -

Boyers SP  - Marshall JR  - Seed RW  - Louw JA  - Seed RG

TI  - Nonsurgical ovum transfer as a treatment in infertile women.

Preliminary experience.

SO  - JAMA 1984 Mar 2;251(9):1171-3

AB  - This report summarizes our experience with nonsurgical ovum transfer

at Harbor-UCLA Medical Center. In 29 attempts, 12 ova have been  recovered

and transferred. Two ongoing intrauterine recipient  pregnancies have

resulted from this preliminary research. There were two complications: one

ectopic pregnancy in a recipient woman and one retained pregnancy in a

donor woman who aborted spontaneously.

3

 Buster JE  - Bustillo M  - Thorneycroft IH  - Simon JA  - Boyers SP  -

Marshall JR  - Louw JA  - Seed RW  - Seed RG

TI  - Non-surgical transfer of in vivo fertilised donated ova to five

infertile women: report of two pregnancies [letter].

SO  - Lancet 1983 Jul 23;2(8343):223-4

4

AU  - Buster JE  - Bustillo M  - Thorneycroft I  - Simon JA  - Boyers SP -

Marshall JR - Seed RG  - Louw JA

TI  - Non-surgical transfer of an in-vivo fertilised donated ovum to an

infertility patient [letter].

SO  - Lancet 1983 Apr 9;1(8328):816-7

Note that ref. 2, 3, and 4 are on the same experiment. Ref. 1 is from

Chicago, so it is probably our guy. An obstetrician/surgeon with a very

limited publishing record, that's why he is unknown to the Edinburgh team.

Regards, Peter Mani

------------------ ------------------------ --

Dr. Peter Mani

Head Biosafety

Institute of Virology and Immunoprophylaxis

P.O. Box

CH-3147 Mittelhaeusern

SWITZERLAND

Phone: +41-31-8489 234 or +41-1-632 55 11

Fax: +41-31-8489 222 or +41-1-632 13 14

E-mail: peter.mani@ivi.admin.ch

--NeXT-Mail-935292216-1

Content-type: text/enriched; charset="us-ascii"

Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit

Content-Disposition: inline

<smaller>After all, this "Doctor Dick Seed" probably does exist. There are

a few

references in the old medline databases:

1

AU  - Pucci RO

AU  - Seed RW

IN  - Department of Surgery, Grant Hospital of Chicago, Illinois.

TI  - Case report of laparoscopic cholecystectomy in the third trimester of

pregnancy.

SO  - American Journal of Obstetrics & Gynecology 1991 Aug;165(2):401-2

AB  - Laparoscopic cholecystectomy has not been reported during pregnancy.

      This is the first reported case of a cholecystectomy by laparoscopic

technique in the third trimester of pregnancy. The patient (and her baby)

had a rapid, uneventful recovery identical to that of a nonpregnant patient.

2

AU  - Bustillo M  - Buster JE  - Cohen SW  - Thorneycroft IH  - Simon JA  -

Boyers SP  - Marshall JR  - Seed RW  - Louw JA  - Seed RG

TI  - Nonsurgical ovum transfer as a treatment in infertile women.

Preliminary experience.

SO  - JAMA 1984 Mar 2;251(9):1171-3

AB  - This report summarizes our experience with nonsurgical ovum transfer

at Harbor-UCLA Medical Center. In 29 attempts, 12 ova have been  recovered

and transferred. Two ongoing intrauterine recipient  pregnancies have

resulted from this preliminary research. There were two complications: one

ectopic pregnancy in a recipient woman and one retained pregnancy in a

donor woman who aborted spontaneously.

3

 Buster JE  - Bustillo M  - Thorneycroft IH  - Simon JA  - Boyers SP  -

Marshall JR  - Louw JA  - Seed RW  - Seed RG

TI  - Non-surgical transfer of in vivo fertilised donated ova to five

infertile women: report of two pregnancies [letter].

SO  - Lancet 1983 Jul 23;2(8343):223-4

4

AU  - Buster JE  - Bustillo M  - Thorneycroft I  - Simon JA  - Boyers SP -

Marshall JR - Seed RG  - Louw JA

TI  - Non-surgical transfer of an in-vivo fertilised donated ovum to an

infertility patient [letter].

SO  - Lancet 1983 Apr 9;1(8328):816-7

Note that ref. 2, 3, and 4 are on the same experiment. Ref. 1 is from

Chicago, so it is probably our guy. An obstetrician/surgeon with a very

limited publishing record, that's why he is unknown to the Edinburgh team.

Regards, Peter Mani

<smaller>------------------ ------------------------ --

</smaller></smaller>Dr. Peter Mani

Head Biosafety

Institute of Virology and Immunoprophylaxis

P.O. Box

CH-3147 Mittelhaeusern

SWITZERLAND

Phone: +41-31-8489 234 or +41-1-632 55 11

Fax: +41-31-8489 222 or +41-1-632 13 14

E-mail: peter.mani@ivi.admin.ch

--NeXT-Mail-935292216-1--
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Date:         Fri, 9 Jan 1998 13:32:36 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      Dry Ice

In-Reply-To:  <199801091538.PAA31321@liz.camr.org.uk>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

I have a laboratory he is attempting to ship several samples of preons to

Great Britain.

Problem,  According to my transportation expert, many parts of England

prohibit shipment of dry ice.  We figure that this has got to be an attempt

to regulate shipment of biologicals.

If so, wickedly brilliant manever.

Bob

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety
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Date:         Sat, 10 Jan 1998 00:51:25 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         paul rubock <rubockpa@UMDNJ.EDU>

Subject:      flourescein demonstration

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=ISO-8859-1

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

One of research laboratories has been homogenizing human tissue in a blender.

 While this device

was ostensibly designed to provide containment for such operations, I would like

 to get a first

hand estimate of the potential for particle escape.  Does anyone have a protocol

 or a reference for

one that they would like to share with me for using flourescein dye to carry out

 this

estimation/demonstration.

Thank you.

Paul Rubock

Laboratory Safety Specialist

University of Med. & Dentistry of NJ

ph.  973-972-8424

fax.   "    "    3694

rubockpa@umdnj.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 12 Jan 1998 07:42:50 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Judy Pointer <jpointer@NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: flourescein demonstration

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Dear Paul.  It was approximately 1974, so I'm sure the blenders have

improved in safety design, but I was involved in a blender accident.

Thought the case might help your assessment.  We use fluorescent dye for

demonstrations too, but they have their limitations.

I was blending diseased rodent spleens containing an oncogenic virus.  We

thought, at the time, that the virus may be related to human lymphomas.

Anyway, after placing the blender inside a IIA BSC and putting the spleens

and PBS into the blender, I stood back and pushed the button.  The blender

vessel was made of glass and suddenly just broke.  I figured it was

autoclaved too many times and probably had minute stress fractures.  The

spleens and fluid sprayed out of the cabinet with great force, leaving a 2

foot stripe of red from my chest to my hips on my lab coat and a wider

bloody stripe all around the walls of the small room I was working in.  All

of this was before biosafety was invented, and I had the room to the door

open.  Some of the material flew out the open door and into the main lab,

where several people were working.  They all ran!  I cleaned it all up, but

my name was mud for several months there after.  Fortunately for me and the

others, science knowledge progressed and it was determined that this C type

particle that caused lymphoma in Hamsters, was not causative for disease in

humans.  But it was several years before that was known, and several years

before I stopped regularly palpating my lymph nodes.

Now, I always warn all blender users to ensure impeccable equipment

maintenance.  I discourage their use and encourage cross-knife cutting and

slicing of tissue, instead of blender homogenizing.  I tell them the more

energy that is put into an operation the smaller the particle size

generated when it goes afoul.  And the smaller the particle size the longer

it remains suspended in the air before settling.  The velocity of a blender

release easily out does the velocity of the capture air curtain in a BSC.

And depending on the material, if it must be homogenized, I insist the

blender be placed inside an entirely closed system (equal to Class III

cabinets).  I also count my lucky stars.

If you decide to go ahead with the dye test - be sure and spray the areas

with water before you use the lamp.  Dry dye doesn't fluoresce much.

Judy Pointer, MS, CBP

MD Anderson Cancer Center

Houston, TX

jpointer@mdacc.tmc.edu

rubockpa@UMDNJ.EDU on 01/09/98 11:51:25 PM

Please respond to BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

cc:    (bcc: Judy M. Pointer/MDACC)

Subject:  flourescein demonstration

One of research laboratories has been homogenizing human tissue in a

blender.

 While this device

was ostensibly designed to provide containment for such operations, I would

 like

 to get a first

hand estimate of the potential for particle escape.  Does anyone have a

protocol

 or a reference for

one that they would like to share with me for using flourescein dye to

carry out

 this

estimation/demonstration.

Thank you.

Paul Rubock

Laboratory Safety Specialist

University of Med. & Dentistry of NJ

ph.  973-972-8424

fax.   "    "    3694

rubockpa@umdnj.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 13 Jan 1998 11:10:07 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Tom Sawicki <tsawicki@ARS.USDA.GOV>

Subject:      flourescein demonstration -Reply

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Suggest you contact Byron Tepper at Johns Hopkins for the info.  He

may still be affiliated with Hopkins.

Tom Sawicki, Safety Officer

USDA PIADC

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 13 Jan 1998 12:19:45 -0800

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Melinda Young <biosafe@U.WASHINGTON.EDU>

Subject:      Use of biohazard signs on sheep rooms.

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

Does anyone require their indoor sheep holding facilities to be signed

with a biohazard sign?

Thanks

______________________________________________________________________________

Melinda Young                           University of Washington

Biosafety Supervisor                    Environmental Health and Safety

Prevention and Assessment Office        Box 354400

biosafe@u.washington.edu                Seattle, WA 98195-4400

(206)543-7278-voice mail

(206)543-3351-fax                       Office:Rm 411 of Hall Health Center

(206)543-9510-answered by real person 8-5 weekdays

my schedule 7:45-4:45

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 13 Jan 1998 15:36:10 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Joseph H. Coggin Jr." <jcoggin@JAGUAR1.USOUTHAL.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Use of biohazard signs on sheep rooms.

In-Reply-To:  <Pine.A41.3.95b.980113121814.63528A-100000@homer36.u.washington.edu>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

Ms. Young:

Not unless they carry a known endogenous infection such as scrapie [CJ

disease] or unless they are deliberately infected with human blood, body

fluids or tissues or sheep or other recognized pathogens for humans.

Joe Coggin

On Tue, 13 Jan 1998, Melinda Young wrote:

> Does anyone require their indoor sheep holding facilities to be signed

> with a biohazard sign?

>

>

> Thanks

>

>

>

>

> ______________________________________________________________________________

>

> Melinda Young                           University of Washington

> Biosafety Supervisor                    Environmental Health and Safety

> Prevention and Assessment Office        Box 354400

> biosafe@u.washington.edu                Seattle, WA 98195-4400

> (206)543-7278-voice mail

> (206)543-3351-fax                       Office:Rm 411 of Hall Health Center

> (206)543-9510-answered by real person 8-5 weekdays

> my schedule 7:45-4:45

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 13 Jan 1998 15:15:23 PST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Use of biohazard signs on sheep rooms.

     Hi, Melinda -

     Our entire Sheep Containment Facility is signed as a special Q-Fever

     Hazard Area with highly restricted access and is operated as an ABSL3

     facility.  Anywhere else, this would probably be overkill - we never

     see BSL3 sheepfolds on ranches in the Central Valley! Nevertheless,

     because of a Q-fever death and numerous cases back in 1979, we have

     operated the "sheep barn" since then under a very rigid set of Special

     Orders from Cal-OSHA.  Given the nature of our medical center

     population and the work habits I've seen of the docs that use the

     facility, I'm convinced the ABSL3 precautions are well justified at

     this location.

     In a more general sense, because of the high prevalence of Coxiella

     burnetii in almost all sheep flocks, I would require biohazard signing

     of an indoor sheep facility.  The location of the building, the

     presence of labs and procedure rooms, and the nature of the work being

     done will have to be considered in determining whether to make the

     facility BSL2, 2+ or 3.  Coxiella itself is a Risk Group 3 organism.

     If you are using specific pathogen-free (SPF) sheep and are going to

     the time and expense of demonstrating their continuous lack of

     Coxiella antibodies and organisms, you'll probably want the high

     containment level just to help protect their SPF status.

     Hope this helps.

     -- Glenn

     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D.

     Biosafety Officer

     UC San Francisco

     415-476-2097

     ehs%glennf@ccmail.ucsf.edu

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Use of biohazard signs on sheep rooms.

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    1/13/98 1:12 PM

Does anyone require their indoor sheep holding facilities to be signed

with a biohazard sign?

Thanks

______________________________________________________________________________

Melinda Young                           University of Washington

Biosafety Supervisor                    Environmental Health and Safety

Prevention and Assessment Office        Box 354400

biosafe@u.washington.edu                Seattle, WA 98195-4400

(206)543-7278-voice mail

(206)543-3351-fax                       Office:Rm 411 of Hall Health Center

(206)543-9510-answered by real person 8-5 weekdays

my schedule 7:45-4:45

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 14 Jan 1998 08:51:37 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Jairo Betancourt <jairob@MIAMI.EDU>

Subject:      Select Agents Regulation: Toxins' LD50

MIME-version: 1.0

Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII

Hi! I sent a similar message a couple of weeks ago, but probably It did not get

thru due to some problems I am having with the system. Anyway, The question is:

If you (one of your Principal Investigators) produce a toxin, what is the

accepted method to determine the LD50?, this is beside the testing a high

numbers of mice and give them a particular dose, etc. I will be attending the

biocontainment conference in Atlanta, so if you find me there, I would

appreciate your imput. Thank you for your help!

Jairo Betancourt

Office of Environmental Health and Safety

University of Miami

(305) 243-3400

Fax (305) 243-3272

jairob@miami.edu
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Francis Churchill <fchurchi@ESF.UVM.EDU>

Subject:      BBP questions

In-Reply-To:  <9711051918.AA03553@MIT.MIT.EDU>

Mime-Version: 1.0
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In recent BBP training sessions I have encountered 2 questions that I hope

you might be able to help me with.  I will summarize responses to the list.

1. A researcher who is using pig's blood wonders what his "real" risks are.

We treat all blood and tissues as biohazardous to avoid any real or

perceived indiscrepancies, but mice blood is not a big health risk and we

don't have any non-human primates here.  Pig's are a little more closely

related to humans and I wasn't sure what his real risks might be.

2. Same question basically with human urine. What diseases should people be

concerned about?  People in our drug rehab research group encounter this

problem.  They use universal precautions, but want to know what the real

risks are.

I appreciate all consideration,

Francis

"Convictions are more dangerous enemies of truth than lies." -- Nietzsche

Francis Churchill, IHIT

University of Vermont - Environmental Safety Facility

655D Spear Street, Burlington, VT  05405-3010

(802) 656-5405

fchurchi@zoo.uvm.edu
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Mark Keim <mkeim@EMORY.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Select Agents Regulation: Toxins' LD50
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Jairo Betancourt wrote:

>

> Hi! I sent a similar message a couple of weeks ago, but probably It did not

 get

> thru due to some problems I am having with the system. Anyway, The question

 is:

> If you (one of your Principal Investigators) produce a toxin, what is the

> accepted method to determine the LD50?, this is beside the testing a high

> numbers of mice and give them a particular dose, etc. I will be attending the

> biocontainment conference in Atlanta, so if you find me there, I would

> appreciate your imput. Thank you for your help!

>

> Jairo Betancourt

> Office of Environmental Health and Safety

> University of Miami

> (305) 243-3400

> Fax (305) 243-3272

> jairob@miami.edu

When & where is the biocontaiment conference in Atlanta?

mark
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         FRANCIS COLE <FCOLE@OCHSNER.ORG>

Subject:      BBP questions -Reply

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

We work with human urine a lot and I have seen documentation, I don't

remember where, that Hepatitis B is transmissable via urine.  Universal

precautions are advised.  Francis
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Subject:      Re: Select Agents Regulation: Toxins' LD50
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From Jan 17 to Jan 20 in Atlanta. If interested contact CDC ASAP.
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From:         "daniel f. liberman" <dliberma@EROLS.COM>

Subject:      Re: BBP questions
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Francis Churchill wrote:

>

> In recent BBP training sessions I have encountered 2 questions that I hope

> you might be able to help me with.  I will summarize responses to the list.

>

> 1. A researcher who is using pig's blood wonders what his "real" risks are.

> We treat all blood and tissues as biohazardous to avoid any real or

> perceived indiscrepancies, but mice blood is not a big health risk and we

> don't have any non-human primates here.  Pig's are a little more closely

> related to humans and I wasn't sure what his real risks might be.

>

> 2. Same question basically with human urine. What diseases should people be

> concerned about?  People in our drug rehab research group encounter this

> problem.  They use universal precautions, but want to know what the real

> risks are.

>

> I appreciate all consideration,

> Francis

>

> "Convictions are more dangerous enemies of truth than lies." -- Nietzsche

>

> Francis Churchill, IHIT

> University of Vermont - Environmental Safety Facility

> 655D Spear Street, Burlington, VT  05405-3010

> (802) 656-5405

> fchurchi@zoo.uvm.edu

Frank,

Unlike human blood which is managed as if it blood associated pathogenic

organisms were present, nonprimate is not regarded as biologically

hazardous unless the animal harbors a zoonotic agent (an agent which is

transmissable to humans).

In other words, the use of "normal" pig blood is low to no risk.

With respect to the second question you raise concerning, urine is a

normally a sterile fluid. Normal human urine is clear. In the absence of

a urinary tract or kidney infection, there is little or no risk. If the

urine is cloudy or shows signs of hematuria (red blood cells in the

urine), it should be managed under universal precautions to be safe.

Good luck,

Dan Liberman
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Jennifer Reader <JENNIFER@EHS.UOGUELPH.CA>

Organization: Environmental Health and Safety

Subject:      Re: Audit checklists

Dear Biosafety persons,

Before I spend mega-time on making up an audit form, I though

perhaps someone out there already had some sort of checklist for

for inspections of labs where biohazardous substances are being

used.  Any help greatly appreciated.

(I have checklists for everything from playgrounds to

woodworking shops, but not biohazard facilities).

Thanks.

Jennifer Reader, B.S., M.S.P.H.

Hazardous Materials Safety Officer

Environmental Health and Safety

University of Guelph

Guelph, Ontario N1G 2W1   Canada

519-824-4120 X3190    Fax 519-824-0364

e-Mail  jennifer@ehs.uoguelph.ca
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Subject:      Re: Audit checklists
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In the spring of last year (with the implementation of the Effective =

Death Penalty and Antiterrorist Act of 1996 in 42 CFR 72) CDC sent our =

registration packets to ~200 labs in the US which they believed to be =

working with "select agents."  These registration packets contain =

checklists for each of the various biosafety levels (based on guidelines =

in BMBL, NIH, OEHCL) so that labs could indicate what type of work they =

are performing when they submit the packet to CDC.  A big controversy =

has been how much is this registration process going to cost.  Current =

regulations stipulate fees ranging between $13,000 and $15,000 per lab!  =

Negotiations are under way at CDC to reduce this fee CONSIDERABLY, =

however.

Once labs are registered, the next step is for CDC to inspect the labs =

to verify that the information on the checklists is correct and that the =

lab is, in fact, doing the work as indicated.  A contract has recently =

been awarded to conduct these inspections.  However, funding for this =

contract has not yet been released (ostensibly due, in part, to =

resloution of the registration fee issue).  Once this funding has been =

made available, inspection checklists based on the registration =

checklists will be developed.  Until that time, the checklists in the =

registration packet will serve as a good surrogate. These registration =

packets can be obtained by contacting the Office of Health and Safety at =

CDC, 404-639-3236.

Ed Gaunt, Ph.D.

Analytical Sciences, Inc.

919-544-8500

eeg@asciences.com

----------

From:   Jennifer Reader[SMTP:JENNIFER@EHS.UOGUELPH.CA]

Sent:   16 January 1998 8:19 AM

To:     BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject:        Re: Audit checklists

Dear Biosafety persons,

Before I spend mega-time on making up an audit form, I though

perhaps someone out there already had some sort of checklist for

for inspections of labs where biohazardous substances are being

used.  Any help greatly appreciated.

(I have checklists for everything from playgrounds to

woodworking shops, but not biohazard facilities).

Thanks.

Jennifer Reader, B.S., M.S.P.H.

Hazardous Materials Safety Officer

Environmental Health and Safety

University of Guelph

Guelph, Ontario N1G 2W1   Canada

519-824-4120 X3190    Fax 519-824-0364

e-Mail  jennifer@ehs.uoguelph.ca
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Curt Speaker <speaker@SAFETY-1.SAFETY.PSU.EDU>

Organization: University Safety - Penn State Univ

Subject:      animal pathogens and pregnancy

A question for the group:

A  woman here at Penn State just asked me if there are any biohazards

(bacteria, viruses, rickettsial or chlamydial agents) that should be

avoided by pregnant women.  I know that chlamydial agents should be

avoided, and that the most prudent approach would be to avoid all

biohazardous agents, but she makes her living as a necropsy

technician in a diagnostic laboratory, so total avoidance is not

really an option. Thanks for any info that anyone can provide.

Curt Speaker

Curt Speaker

Biosafety Officer

Penn State University

Environmental Health and Safety

speaker@ehs.psu.edu

http://www.ehs.psu.edu

^...^

(O_O)

=(Y)=

 """
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Cheri Marcham <Cheryl-Marcham@OUHSC.EDU>

Subject:      EPA Recombinant DNA Regs/Guidelines?

MIME-Version: 1.0
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I am familiar with and have copies of the NIH Recombinant DNA

Guidelines, but have heard mention that EPA also has something.  I tried

the EPA web site search and came up with nothing, and I called the local

DEQ and came up with nothing.  Does anyone have info on Recombinant DNA

requirements other than NIH?

Cheri Marcham

The University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center

cheri-marcham@ouhsc.edu
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Stuart Thompson <Stuart.Thompson@MAN.AC.UK>

Subject:      Re: Audit checklists
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Hi Jennifer

Will fax shortly

Do you need an electronic version?

It is a bit crude and in need of revision, and obviously designed for compliance

 with British regulations, but it is a start.

Best Wishes

Stuart Thompson

Biological Safety Officer

Health & Safety Services

University of Manchester

------ =_NextPart_000_01BD2293.A5509320

Content-Type: application/ms-tnef

Content-Transfer-Encoding: base64

eJ8+IhAPAQaQCAAEAAAAAAABAAEAAQeQBgAIAAAA5AQAAAAAAADoAAEIgAcAGAAAAElQTS5NaWNy

b3NvZnQgTWFpbC5Ob3RlADEIAQ2ABAACAAAAAgACAAEEkAYA0AEAAAEAAAAQAAAAAwAAMAIAAAAL

AA8OAAAAAAIB/w8BAAAAUQAAAAAAAACBKx+kvqMQGZ1uAN0BD1QCAAAAAEEgQmlvc2FmZXR5IERp

c2N1c3Npb24gTGlzdABTTVRQAEJJT1NBRlRZQE1JVFZNQS5NSVQuRURVAAAAAB4AAjABAAAABQAA

AFNNVFAAAAAAHgADMAEAAAAYAAAAQklPU0FGVFlATUlUVk1BLk1JVC5FRFUAAwAVDAEAAAADAP4P

BgAAAB4AATABAAAAHgAAACdBIEJpb3NhZmV0eSBEaXNjdXNzaW9uIExpc3QnAAAAAgELMAEAAAAd

AAAAU01UUDpCSU9TQUZUWUBNSVRWTUEuTUlULkVEVQAAAAADAAA5AAAAAAsAQDoBAAAAHgD2XwEA

AAAcAAAAQSBCaW9zYWZldHkgRGlzY3Vzc2lvbiBMaXN0AAIB918BAAAAUQAAAAAAAACBKx+kvqMQ

GZ1uAN0BD1QCAAAAAEEgQmlvc2FmZXR5IERpc2N1c3Npb24gTGlzdABTTVRQAEJJT1NBRlRZQE1J

VFZNQS5NSVQuRURVAAAAAAMA/V8BAAAAAwD/XwAAAAACAfYPAQAAAAQAAAAAAAAC8V4BBIABABUA

AABSRTogQXVkaXQgY2hlY2tsaXN0cwA1BwEFgAMADgAAAM4HAQAQAA8AHgAOAAUAJgEBIIADAA4A

AADOBwEAEAAPAB4ABwAFAB8BAQmAAQAhAAAAQjk5OUY5RDU2RjhCRDExMTg4NzQwMEEwQzk0MkVB

MTcALgcBA5AGAHQFAAAiAAAACwACAAEAAAALACMAAQAAAAMAJgAAAAAACwApAAEAAAADAC4AAAAA

AAIBMQABAAAAxAAAAFBDREZFQjA5AAEAAgBKAAAAAAAAADihuxAF5RAaobsIACsqVsIAAG1zcHN0

LmRsbAAAAAAATklUQfm/uAEAqgA32W4AAABDOlxXSU5OVFxvdXRsb29rLnBzdAAYAAAAAAAAACpF

ySufFNERiFoAoMlC6heigAAAAAAAABgAAAAAAAAAKkXJK58U0RGIWgCgyULqF8KAAAAQAAAAuZn5

1W+L0RGIdACgyULqFxUAAABSRTogQXVkaXQgY2hlY2tsaXN0cwADADYAAAAAAEAAOQBALl+kkyK9

AR4AcAABAAAAFQAAAFJFOiBBdWRpdCBjaGVja2xpc3RzAAAAAAIBcQABAAAAFgAAAAG9IpOkXNX5

mbqLbxHRiHQAoMlC6hcAAB4AHgwBAAAABQAAAFNNVFAAAAAAHgAfDAEAAAAaAAAAU3R1YXJ0LlRo

b21wc29uQG1hbi5hYy51awAAAAMABhCuOirJAwAHEPUAAAAeAAgQAQAAAGUAAABISUpFTk5JRkVS

V0lMTEZBWFNIT1JUTFlET1lPVU5FRURBTkVMRUNUUk9OSUNWRVJTSU9OP0lUSVNBQklUQ1JVREVB

TkRJTk5FRURPRlJFVklTSU9OLEFORE9CVklPVVNMWURFAAAAAAIBCRABAAAAgQEAAH0BAADlAQAA

TFpGdTBw3SADAAoAcmNwZzEyNXYyAPQB9yACpAPjAgBjgmgKwHNldDAgBxNlAoB9CoF1YwBQCwNs

WGkzNgFAC2BuDhAwrDMzCqADYHQFkHQLpmAgSGkgSgnwAwBmbwSQCqIKhAqAVwMQAyBmIGF4IHNo

CRFseSEUqkRvIHkIYCBuyQngZCADkWVsEzEDYHEDAGMgdgSQAJACID8dFKpJBUAEABfQIGJp+wVA

BQB1AQAX0RfAC4AXhGhvZiAJcHYEABkBLFkbE29iHDAIYHMWQCD7AQAAkGcXkBfAAhAFwAWgZm0L

UAcwbmMbAAPwdOhoIEIFEHQEAB9ACXBcZ3ULYB+QAiBzHJBitnUaERoVcwGQACAuFKp+QgeQBUAV

YBXwB5AUqlNkdHUhkSBUFgAegHPvAiAiNRkACQBnDeAHQAYBdRRwdB1wTwEgDeAUhkj2ZQdAHzEm

JfYGYRwwHuC9IzVVAwAYwyZBG+FNHsEvIxETIBSVETEAK0AAAAADABAQAAAAAAMAERAAAAAAAwCA

EP////9AAAcw0HjAn5MivQFAAAgw0HjAn5MivQELAACACCAGAAAAAADAAAAAAAAARgAAAAADhQAA

AAAAAAMAAoAIIAYAAAAAAMAAAAAAAABGAAAAABCFAAAAAAAAAwAFgAggBgAAAAAAwAAAAAAAAEYA

AAAAUoUAALcNAAAeACWACCAGAAAAAADAAAAAAAAARgAAAABUhQAAAQAAAAQAAAA4LjAAAwAmgAgg

BgAAAAAAwAAAAAAAAEYAAAAAAYUAAAAAAAALAC+ACCAGAAAAAADAAAAAAAAARgAAAAAOhQAAAAAA

AAMAMIAIIAYAAAAAAMAAAAAAAABGAAAAABGFAAAAAAAAAwAygAggBgAAAAAAwAAAAAAAAEYAAAAA

GIUAAAAAAAAeAEGACCAGAAAAAADAAAAAAAAARgAAAAA2hQAAAQAAAAEAAAAAAAAAHgBCgAggBgAA

AAAAwAAAAAAAAEYAAAAAN4UAAAEAAAABAAAAAAAAAB4AQ4AIIAYAAAAAAMAAAAAAAABGAAAAADiF

AAABAAAAAQAAAAAAAAAeAD0AAQAAAAUAAABSRTogAAAAAAMADTT9NwAADBY=

------ =_NextPart_000_01BD2293.A5509320--
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "George T. Tzotzos" <george@BINAS.UNIDO.ORG>

Subject:      Videos, software etc.

Mime-Version: 1.0
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Hi all,

I would be grateful if any of you provided me with information on Videos,

software and any other type of multimedia dealing with lab safety.

I'm  responsible for the operation of the Biosafety Information Network

and Advisory Service (http://binas.unido.org/binas) maintained by the

United Nations Industrial Development Organisation.  The Service deals

essentially with environmental applications of GMOs.

A number of  laboratory workers in the developing world have approached

us requesting information on videos, etc. that they could use to train

people in biosafety.

Your help would be much appreciated

Regards,

George T. Tzotzos (Ph.D)

Biotechnology Programme Coordinator

UNIDO, ITPD/TS

Wagramerstrasse 5

Vienna A-1400

Austria

Tel: (+43-1) 21131 4336

Fax: (+43-1) 21131 6810

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 16 Jan 1998 10:43:55 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Tom Sawicki <tsawicki@ARS.USDA.GOV>

Subject:      Re: Audit checklists -Reply

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Dear Jen: There is a checklist in the book Lab Safety-Principles and

Practices for BSL 1-3 compliance.  If you want I have an internal one that

we use.

Thomas Sawicki, Safety Officer

USDA PIADC
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Leonard, Thomas" <tleonard@WISTA.WISTAR.UPENN.EDU>

Subject:      Tb exposure in blood?

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

One of our HIV research laboratory technicians has inquired about TB

screening. Her concern is that, considering the prevelance of TB among AIDS

patients, there is a risk of TB transmission when working with blood

acquired from such patients. Is the risk of infection here worthy of

intoducing PPD tests?

R. Thomas Leonard, M.S.

Safety Officer

The Wistar Institute

3601 Spruce Street

Philadelphia, PA 19104

tleonard@wista.wistar.upenn.edu

215-898-3712

Fx:215-898-3868
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Dan James <james028@MC.DUKE.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Videos, software etc.

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

I have found that "Practicing Safe Science" by the Howard Hughes Medical

Institute is a pretty good general Lab Safety video.

Daniel James

Safety & Health Technician

Occupational & Environmental Safety Office

Duke University Medical Center

Durham, NC
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Cheri Marcham <Cheryl-Marcham@OUHSC.EDU>

Subject:      Recombinant DNA

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: multipart/mixed; boundary="---- =_NextPart_000_01BD2277.36176F40"

This message is in MIME format. Since your mail reader does not understand

this format, some or all of this message may not be legible.

------ =_NextPart_000_01BD2277.36176F40

Content-Type: text/plain

I am familiar with and have copies of the NIH Recombinant DNA

Guidelines, but have heard mention that EPA also has something.  I tried

the EPA web site search and came up with nothing, and I called the local

DEQ and came up with nothing.  Does anyone have info on Recombinant DNA

requirements other than NIH?

Cheri Marcham

The University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center

cheri-marcham@ouhsc.edu

------ =_NextPart_000_01BD2277.36176F40

Content-Type: application/ms-tnef

Content-Transfer-Encoding: base64

eJ8+Ii0SAQaQCAAEAAAAAAABAAEAAQeQBgAIAAAA5AQAAAAAAADoAAEIgAcAGAAAAElQTS5NaWNy

b3NvZnQgTWFpbC5Ob3RlADEIAQWAAwAOAAAAzgcBABAADAAGACoABQAnAQEggAMADgAAAM4HAQAQ

AAwABgArAAUAKAEBCYABACEAAAA3NkNGQkY3MTgwOEVEMTExQTlDQjAwMDBGODAzM0U1NgAlBwEE

gAEAEAAAAFJlY29tYmluYW50IEROQQBlBQENgAQAAgAAAAIAAgABA5AGAAQIAAAvAAAAAwAAgAgg

BgAAAAAAwAAAAAAAAEYAAAAAUoUAAHQQAAAeAAGACCAGAAAAAADAAAAAAAAARgAAAABUhQAAAQAA

AAUAAAA4LjAyAAAAAAMAAoAIIAYAAAAAAMAAAAAAAABGAAAAAAGFAAAAAAAACwADgAggBgAAAAAA

wAAAAAAAAEYAAAAAA4UAAAAAAAALAASACCAGAAAAAADAAAAAAAAARgAAAAAOhQAAAAAAAAMABYAI

IAYAAAAAAMAAAAAAAABGAAAAABCFAAAAAAAAAwAGgAggBgAAAAAAwAAAAAAAAEYAAAAAEYUAAAAA

AAADAAeACCAGAAAAAADAAAAAAAAARgAAAAAYhQAAAAAAAB4ACIAIIAYAAAAAAMAAAAAAAABGAAAA

ADaFAAABAAAAAQAAAAAAAAAeAAmACCAGAAAAAADAAAAAAAAARgAAAAA3hQAAAQAAAAEAAAAAAAAA

HgAKgAggBgAAAAAAwAAAAAAAAEYAAAAAOIUAAAEAAAABAAAAAAAAAAIBCRABAAAAxwEAAMMBAABV

AgAATFpGdeTgCjEDAAoAcmNwZzEyNRYyAPgLYG4OEDAzM+kBVTM2AeggAqQD4wIABGNoCsBzZXQw

IJsHEwKAfQqACMggOwlvzQ4wNQKACoF1YwBQCwMGYwBBC7UgSSBhbXwgZhaAAxAHMAXAA/B0ImgW

cG5kIBGgdmUaIAWgcAiQBCBvZiDjF2AYAE5JSAfwBZEG0AcLgABwBUBETkEgRyx1aQEAFvBuB5As

ILxidQVAF9MY0AsRIAeALQIwaQIgGLFhBUBFUPMaIAdAc28XwQQgHSAHgKMXYAuAZy4gFlF0CIHH

F7AYwhzCd2ViHYAXUN8YABHQCsARkBeDYxaAGADkdXAXNG5vHdMa4BeS8xZgIJBsbB6lCQAiURnw

nEVRIE8hVh4hRG8Hkf0AcHkCIBtxF+ILgAIQGID3A6AZTglwcRpQCXAb8gQh/nUDICFxBJAcYguQ

KMASAF0Y8j8KogqECoBDKRFprwXQIAIWgCo0VBjRVQMAlxfwEcAXUHkYgk9rC2BSaANxIEgboGwX

YVPSYwiQbmMHkUMcAQSQtyo4I8ErAi0AwCtzQAhg+mgE8C4JgAxwFaABQCpDBRKRADJAAAMAJgAA

AAAAAwA2AAAAAAALAAIAAQAAAAIBMQABAAAADQEAAFBDREZFQjA5AAEAAgBsAAAAAAAAADihuxAF

5RAaobsIACsqVsIAAEVNU01EQi5ETEwAAAAAAAAAABtV+iCqZhHNm8gAqgAvxFoMAAAARU1BSUwA

L289T1VIU0Mvb3U9T0tDL2NuPVJlY2lwaWVudHMvY249Y21hcmNoYW0ALgAAAAAAAAB5W6U8bofR

EanIAAD4Az5WAQCAQqJ374PREanFAAD4Az5WAAAAElDcAAAAAAAALgAAAAAAAAB5W6U8bofREanI

AAD4Az5WAQCAQqJ374PREanFAAD4Az5WAAAAElDdAAAQAAAAds+/cYCO0RGpywAA+AM+VhAAAABS

ZWNvbWJpbmFudCBETkEAAAAAHgBQAAEAAAABAAAAAAAAAB4AcAABAAAAEAAAAFJlY29tYmluYW50

IEROQQACAXEAAQAAABYAAAABvSKpXlsMEbKTjkwR0bUYAGBnCNnGAABAADkAGH0AgKkivQEDAPE/

CQQAAB4AMUABAAAACQAAAENNQVJDSEFNAAAAAAMAGkAAAAAAHgAwQAEAAAAJAAAAQ01BUkNIQU0A

AAAAAwAZQAAAAAADAP0/5AQAAAMAgBD/////AgFHAAEAAAAsAAAAYz1VUzthPSA7cD1PVUhTQzts

PUVNQUlMLTk4MDExNjE4MDY0MlotMzk4MgACAfk/AQAAAEYAAAAAAAAA3KdAyMBCEBq0uQgAKy/h

ggEAAAAAAAAAL089T1VIU0MvT1U9T0tDL0NOPVJFQ0lQSUVOVFMvQ049Q01BUkNIQU0AAAAeAPg/

AQAAAA4AAABDaGVyaSBNYXJjaGFtAAAAHgA4QAEAAAAJAAAAQ01BUkNIQU0AAAAAAgH7PwEAAABG

AAAAAAAAANynQMjAQhAatLkIACsv4YIBAAAAAAAAAC9PPU9VSFNDL09VPU9LQy9DTj1SRUNJUElF

TlRTL0NOPUNNQVJDSEFNAAAAHgD6PwEAAAAOAAAAQ2hlcmkgTWFyY2hhbQAAAB4AOUABAAAACQAA

AENNQVJDSEFNAAAAAEAABzAA1ctHqSK9AUAACDDgHi2AqSK9AR4APQABAAAAAQAAAAAAAAAeAB0O

AQAAABAAAABSZWNvbWJpbmFudCBETkEAHgA1EAEAAAA5AAAAPDgwNDJBMjc3RUY4M0QxMTFBOUM1

MDAwMEY4MDMzRTU2MjFDMTk3QEVNQUlMLm91aHNjLmVkdT4AAAAACwApAAAAAAALACMAAQAAAAMA

BhAkaP6LAwAHEEYBAAADABAQAAAAAAMAERAAAAAAHgAIEAEAAABlAAAASUFNRkFNSUxJQVJXSVRI

QU5ESEFWRUNPUElFU09GVEhFTklIUkVDT01CSU5BTlRETkFHVUlERUxJTkVTLEJVVEhBVkVIRUFS

RE1FTlRJT05USEFURVBBQUxTT0hBU1NPTUVUSAAAAAACAX8AAQAAADkAAAA8ODA0MkEyNzdFRjgz

RDExMUE5QzUwMDAwRjgwMzNFNTYyMUMxOTdARU1BSUwub3Voc2MuZWR1PgAAAAAuow==

------ =_NextPart_000_01BD2277.36176F40--
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Date:         Fri, 16 Jan 1998 13:50:13 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Burgener, Jyl A" <jab19768@GLAXOWELLCOME.COM>

Subject:      Re: Tb exposure in blood?

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

TB is not a bloodborne pathogen.  It can only be transmitted via

aerosol.  If lung or sputum samples are being used, then perhaps it

might be valid.

Jyl Burgener

Biosafety Officer

(919) 483-6450

Fax (919) 549 - 8516

JAB19768@GlaxoWellcome.com

> ----------

> From:         Leonard, Thomas[SMTP:tleonard@WISTA.WISTAR.UPENN.EDU]

> Sent:         Friday, January 16, 1998 12:52 PM

> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:      Tb exposure in blood?

>

> One of our HIV research laboratory technicians has inquired about TB

> screening. Her concern is that, considering the prevelance of TB among

> AIDS

> patients, there is a risk of TB transmission when working with blood

> acquired from such patients. Is the risk of infection here worthy of

> intoducing PPD tests?

> R. Thomas Leonard, M.S.

> Safety Officer

> The Wistar Institute

> 3601 Spruce Street

> Philadelphia, PA 19104

> tleonard@wista.wistar.upenn.edu

> 215-898-3712

> Fx:215-898-3868

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 16 Jan 1998 11:10:14 PST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Videos, software etc.

     Hi, George -

     In my humble opinion, the very best lab safety videos are those

     produced by the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Office of Laboratory

     Safety.  Titles include "Practicing Safe Science" (which I think is

     the best general biosafety video available), "Controlling Your Risks -

     HIV in the research Laboratory", "Chemical Hazards", "Radionuclide

     Hazards", "Centrifugation Hazards", "Chemical Storage Hazards", and

     "Glassware Washing Hazards."  These can be obtained from HHMI at

     little or no cost.

     -- Glenn

     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D.

     Biosafety Officer

     UC San Francisco

     415-476-2097

     ehs%glennf@ccmail.ucsf.edu

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Videos, software etc.

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    1/16/98 9:37 AM

Hi all,

I would be grateful if any of you provided me with information on Videos,

software and any other type of multimedia dealing with lab safety.

I'm  responsible for the operation of the Biosafety Information Network

and Advisory Service (http://binas.unido.org/binas) maintained by the

United Nations Industrial Development Organisation.  The Service deals

essentially with environmental applications of GMOs.

A number of  laboratory workers in the developing world have approached

us requesting information on videos, etc. that they could use to train

people in biosafety.

Your help would be much appreciated

Regards,

George T. Tzotzos (Ph.D)

Biotechnology Programme Coordinator

UNIDO, ITPD/TS

Wagramerstrasse 5

Vienna A-1400

Austria

Tel: (+43-1) 21131 4336

Fax: (+43-1) 21131 6810

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 16 Jan 1998 14:34:11 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Larry J. Thompson" <ljt2@CORNELL.EDU>

Subject:      Re: animal pathogens and pregnancy

In-Reply-To:  <1A35980860@Safety-1.safety.psu.edu>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

>A  woman here at Penn State just asked me if there are any biohazards

>(bacteria, viruses, rickettsial or chlamydial agents) that should be

>avoided by pregnant women.  I know that chlamydial agents should be

>avoided, and that the most prudent approach would be to avoid all

>biohazardous agents, but she makes her living as a necropsy

>technician in a diagnostic laboratory, so total avoidance is not

>really an option. Thanks for any info that anyone can provide.

>Curt Speaker

Curt,

Off the top of my head, my concerns on the diagnostic floor would include

(in no real priority)

rabies, Q-fever, lepto, brucella, psittacosis, chlamydia, listeria, and

maybe others (like orf or toxoplasmosis).

Standard protocols should suffice whether or not the working person is

pregnant.

With pregnancy I would be concerned with the slippery floors sometimes

encountered, all the bending and lifting involved, and any heavy lifting

that might occur (eg with large animals).  Anesthestic agents, radiation,

and antineoplastics should not be a concern (not used there).  Formaldehyde

is a concern with everyone.

We have had situations where pregnant technicians have had rabies exposures

and refused post exposure treatments based on their OB/Gyne's

recommendation.  All of our personal have pre-exposure vaccinations.

I have a collection of articles for hazards for the veterinary field in

general as well as some specifics for the pregnant veterinarian that your

technician may like.  Let me know.  We are in the process of formalizing

our policy on pregnant veterinary students, as now over 60% of our students

are female.  It may not happen soon . . .

TTFN

Larry

Larry J. Thompson, DVM, PhD

Director of Biosafety

College of Veterinary Medicine

Cornell University                               Phone 607-253-3900

Upper Tower Road                                fax  607-253-3943

Ithaca, NY  14853                                LJT2@Cornell.edu

"We have to remember that what we observe is not

 nature herself but nature exposed to our method

 of questioning."       --Werner Heisenberg
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Date:         Fri, 16 Jan 1998 11:26:43 -0800

Reply-To:     sandra.fry@bccdc.hnet.bc.ca

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Sandra Fry <sandra.fry@BCCDC.HNET.BC.CA>

Subject:      Re: Videos, software etc.

In-Reply-To:  Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU> "Re: Videos,

              software etc." (Jan 16, 11:10am)

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

ditto to the Kudo's for HHMI training videos! To add to the last list of videos

they offer are 3 new ones that we just recieved from them: X-Ray Diffraction

Hazards, Assessing Risks, and Mammalian Cell Culture Hazards.

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 16 Jan 1998 14:52:33 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Tb exposure in blood?

In-Reply-To:  <1F6ED0F79CA0D011A0BC0080D82079F5576565@us2n22.glaxo.com>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

This could best be addressed currently under Universal Precautions.

There is a proposed rule out for TB exposure.  But from reading it I feel

that it applies to clinical situations.

Bob

>TB is not a bloodborne pathogen.  It can only be transmitted via

>aerosol.  If lung or sputum samples are being used, then perhaps it

>might be valid.

>

>Jyl Burgener

>Biosafety Officer

>(919) 483-6450

>Fax (919) 549 - 8516

>JAB19768@GlaxoWellcome.com

>

>> ----------

>> From:         Leonard, Thomas[SMTP:tleonard@WISTA.WISTAR.UPENN.EDU]

>> Sent:         Friday, January 16, 1998 12:52 PM

>> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>> Subject:      Tb exposure in blood?

>>

>> One of our HIV research laboratory technicians has inquired about TB

>> screening. Her concern is that, considering the prevelance of TB among

>> AIDS

>> patients, there is a risk of TB transmission when working with blood

>> acquired from such patients. Is the risk of infection here worthy of

>> intoducing PPD tests?

>> R. Thomas Leonard, M.S.

>> Safety Officer

>> The Wistar Institute

>> 3601 Spruce Street

>> Philadelphia, PA 19104

>> tleonard@wista.wistar.upenn.edu

>> 215-898-3712

>> Fx:215-898-3868

>>

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety
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Date:         Fri, 16 Jan 1998 14:58:50 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Gershon Bergeisen <Bergeisen.Gershon@EPAMAIL.EPA.GOV>

Subject:      Re: animal pathogens and pregnancy

MIME-version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Larry - I saw your offer to send materials to Curt.  can you send me the

same ones?

Gershon Bergeisen, MD, MPH

111 Leeke's Lot Way

Gaithersburg, MD 20878

Thanks

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 16 Jan 1998 14:23:14 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Melissa Nellis <nelli001@MAROON.TC.UMN.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Tb exposure in blood?

In-Reply-To:  <3.0.1.32.19980116125252.0070e744@wista.wistar.upenn.edu>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

The CDC notice/request for comments entitled "Goals for Working Safely with

Mycobacterium Tuberculosis in Clinical, Public Health, and Research

Laboratories" found in the Federal Register Monday, April 28, 1997 (FR Vol

62, No. 81) may be helpful.  Although your researcher's primary work does

not involve work with the TB agent, she is working with blood from patients

who are potentially infected.   According to the notice:  "Until recently,

blood has not been considered a source of laboratory transmission of M.

tuberculosis (or M.bovis) partly because mycobacteremia is transient in

immunocompromised hosts.  However, with the emergence of human

immunodeficiency virus/acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (HIV/AIDS),

mycobacteremia caused by M. tuberculosis has occurred more fequently and

blood is now considered a potential source of transmission in the

laboratory."  Table 1. of this draft document does list annual tuberculin

skin testing (for persons who manipulate M. tuberculosis complex species)

as a lab safety requirement depending on the laboratory activities.  I

cannot comment on whether PPD tests are warranted in the case you present

(it would depend on the practices and procedures your researchers are

employing), but it is certainly worthy of consideration.  Hopefully another

biosafety netter can add more info.

>One of our HIV research laboratory technicians has inquired about TB

>screening. Her concern is that, considering the prevelance of TB among AIDS

>patients, there is a risk of TB transmission when working with blood

>acquired from such patients. Is the risk of infection here worthy of

>intoducing PPD tests?

>R. Thomas Leonard, M.S.

>Safety Officer

>The Wistar Institute

>3601 Spruce Street

>Philadelphia, PA 19104

>tleonard@wista.wistar.upenn.edu

>215-898-3712

>Fx:215-898-3868

_______________________________________________________________

  Melissa A. Nellis, MPH

  Research Biosafety Specialist     Phone:(612)626-5892

  University of Minnesota           FAX:  (612)624-1949

  Environmental Health and Safety

  Boynton Health Service W-140

  410 Church St. SE

  Minneapolis, Minnesota 55455      nelli001@maroon.tc.umn.edu

_______________________________________________________________
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Date:         Fri, 16 Jan 1998 16:17:05 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         John Keene <jkeene@EROLS.COM>

Organization: Biohaztec

Subject:      Re: Tb exposure in blood?

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

TB is rarely found in the blood stream unless the patient has

diseminated disease.  Even if it were present, the procedures used to

protect lab personnel from exposure to blood borne pathogens would be

appropriate for minimizing exposure to "TB" in the blood.  Routine

TB testing for personnel working with blood is not appropriate, or

practical.

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 16 Jan 1998 13:04:22 -0800

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Wolz, Sarah" <swolz@PATHOGENESIS.COM>

Subject:      Animal specimens from Canada to US

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

A researcher in our facility is collaborating with a lab in Canada;

Canadian lab will be sending us samples of canine saliva/tracheal mucus

for research purposes.  These specimens are from healthy dogs (i.e. not

known to contain any pathogens).  Can someone give advice on the proper

shipping protocol to follow for this particular situation?

Do we need to obtain any special customs or CDC permits to bring this

material into the US?

Along the same lines, we will also be receiving in the future HUMAN

sputum specimens from TB patients in Brazil and Turkey.  Same

questions--what US customs or CDC permits might be required.  We're

square on the proper IATA shipping requirements.

The canine question is somewhat urgent--any quick replies will be

greatly appreciated.  Thanks!

Sarah Wolz

EH&S/PathoGenesis Corp.

swolz@pathogenesis.com

206-505-6953

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 16 Jan 1998 16:37:16 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Michelle DeStefano <destefam@CNYRC.ORG>

Subject:      Re: Tb exposure in blood?

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Thomas,

I was reluctant to jump into this discussion, but here goes.  Although it is

true that tb is not considered to be a BBP, it is found in the blood of both

experimental animals and humans with disseminated disease.  Depending on the

procedures employed in the HIV research lab, you may want to consider ppd

testing.  For example, if sharps are used in procedures there is potential

for autoinoculation and resultant cutaneous tb if it were present in the

sample (although you'd have greater problems if this happened.)  Or, if any

type of smear slide preps are prepared where heat is applied, there is a

chance of creating an aerosol.   Proper BSL-2 level procedures SHOULD cover

you, but you may want to consider the liability issue.  If you do not have

entry level ppd's done on all personnel, you won't have any information to

draw on if someone shows to be ppd positive.  You won't know if it is a

procedural conversion, or if they were ppd positive when they entered your

employ.  Also, for the cost involved, it may be worth the investment for the

staff's peace of mind to have yearly ppd's done.  (It is a requirement in

most health care facilities now.)

Just a few points to consider...

Michelle

At 12:52 PM 1/16/98 -0500, you wrote:

>One of our HIV research laboratory technicians has inquired about TB

>screening. Her concern is that, considering the prevelance of TB among AIDS

>patients, there is a risk of TB transmission when working with blood

>acquired from such patients. Is the risk of infection here worthy of

>intoducing PPD tests?

>R. Thomas Leonard, M.S.

>Safety Officer

>The Wistar Institute

>3601 Spruce Street

>Philadelphia, PA 19104

>tleonard@wista.wistar.upenn.edu

>215-898-3712

>Fx:215-898-3868

>

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 16 Jan 1998 13:36:19 PST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Animal specimens from Canada to US

     Hi, Sarah -

     For the canine samples, you will most likely need a USDA importation

     permit.  For the human samples, a CDC importation permit or letter of

     authorization, whichever they choose to issue.  And I'd trust the IATA

     DGRs for packing guidance for teh canine stuff.

     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D.

     Biosafety Officer

     UC San Francisco

     415-476-2097

     ehs%glennf@ccmail.ucsf.edu

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Animal specimens from Canada to US

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    1/16/98 1:18 PM

A researcher in our facility is collaborating with a lab in Canada;

Canadian lab will be sending us samples of canine saliva/tracheal mucus

for research purposes.  These specimens are from healthy dogs (i.e. not

known to contain any pathogens).  Can someone give advice on the proper

shipping protocol to follow for this particular situation?

Do we need to obtain any special customs or CDC permits to bring this

material into the US?

Along the same lines, we will also be receiving in the future HUMAN

sputum specimens from TB patients in Brazil and Turkey.  Same

questions--what US customs or CDC permits might be required.  We're

square on the proper IATA shipping requirements.

The canine question is somewhat urgent--any quick replies will be

greatly appreciated.  Thanks!

Sarah Wolz

EH&S/PathoGenesis Corp.

swolz@pathogenesis.com

206-505-6953
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Date:         Fri, 16 Jan 1998 16:03:07 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Joseph H. Coggin Jr." <jcoggin@JAGUAR1.USOUTHAL.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Tb exposure in blood?

In-Reply-To:  <1F6ED0F79CA0D011A0BC0080D82079F5576565@us2n22.glaxo.com>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

Jyl:  Be careful about Mycobacterium tuberculosis not being a BBP.

Patients macrophages and monocytes can carry M.tb for days, months or

years even after recovery from the disease.  These WBCs are found in human

blood.  Remember only 10-15% of patients receiving a big aerosol dose

develop actual TB even if they develop a positive Manotu (sp?) skin test. I

would definately treat M. tb as a BBP. Bacteria can be isolated from

blood culture onthe right media.

Sorry.  Joe Coggin

On Fri, 16 Jan 1998, Burgener, Jyl A wrote:

> TB is not a bloodborne pathogen.  It can only be transmitted via

> aerosol.  If lung or sputum samples are being used, then perhaps it

> might be valid.

>

> Jyl Burgener

> Biosafety Officer

> (919) 483-6450

> Fax (919) 549 - 8516

> JAB19768@GlaxoWellcome.com

>

> > ----------

> > From:         Leonard, Thomas[SMTP:tleonard@WISTA.WISTAR.UPENN.EDU]

> > Sent:         Friday, January 16, 1998 12:52 PM

> > To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> > Subject:      Tb exposure in blood?

> >

> > One of our HIV research laboratory technicians has inquired about TB

> > screening. Her concern is that, considering the prevelance of TB among

> > AIDS

> > patients, there is a risk of TB transmission when working with blood

> > acquired from such patients. Is the risk of infection here worthy of

> > intoducing PPD tests?

> > R. Thomas Leonard, M.S.

> > Safety Officer

> > The Wistar Institute

> > 3601 Spruce Street

> > Philadelphia, PA 19104

> > tleonard@wista.wistar.upenn.edu

> > 215-898-3712

> > Fx:215-898-3868

> >

>
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Date:         Fri, 16 Jan 1998 16:07:57 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Joseph H. Coggin Jr." <jcoggin@JAGUAR1.USOUTHAL.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Videos, software etc.

In-Reply-To:  <9800168849.AA884977976@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

George:  We have a super video to train in BSL-2 and BSL-3 employees in

UNIVERSAL Precautions.  It comes in several versions depending on the

audience and biosafety work level.  If interested, contact Joe Coggin at

Univ. South ALabama, COllege of Medicine, Dept. Microbiology and

Immunology, LMB, Mobile, AL 36688 (334) 460-6314.

Joe Coggin

On Fri, 16 Jan 1998, Glenn Funk wrote:

>      Hi, George -

>

>      In my humble opinion, the very best lab safety videos are those

>      produced by the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Office of Laboratory

>      Safety.  Titles include "Practicing Safe Science" (which I think is

>      the best general biosafety video available), "Controlling Your Risks -

>      HIV in the research Laboratory", "Chemical Hazards", "Radionuclide

>      Hazards", "Centrifugation Hazards", "Chemical Storage Hazards", and

>      "Glassware Washing Hazards."  These can be obtained from HHMI at

>      little or no cost.

>

>      -- Glenn

>

>      Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D.

>      Biosafety Officer

>      UC San Francisco

>      415-476-2097

>      ehs%glennf@ccmail.ucsf.edu

>

>

> ______________________________ Reply Separator

 _________________________________

> Subject: Videos, software etc.

> Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

> Date:    1/16/98 9:37 AM

>

>

> Hi all,

>

> I would be grateful if any of you provided me with information on Videos,

> software and any other type of multimedia dealing with lab safety.

>

> I'm  responsible for the operation of the Biosafety Information Network

> and Advisory Service (http://binas.unido.org/binas) maintained by the

> United Nations Industrial Development Organisation.  The Service deals

> essentially with environmental applications of GMOs.

>

> A number of  laboratory workers in the developing world have approached

> us requesting information on videos, etc. that they could use to train

> people in biosafety.

>

> Your help would be much appreciated

>

> Regards,

>

>

>

> George T. Tzotzos (Ph.D)

>

> Biotechnology Programme Coordinator

> UNIDO, ITPD/TS

> Wagramerstrasse 5

> Vienna A-1400

> Austria

>

> Tel: (+43-1) 21131 4336

> Fax: (+43-1) 21131 6810

>
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Date:         Fri, 16 Jan 1998 14:12:59 -0800

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Stuart Rosenberg <stuart@SCRIPPS.EDU>

Subject:      Hep A./ Hep. B

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Good afternoon and thanks in advance for the help.

I would like to know if you offer/recommend/require Hep.A, Hep. B or other

immunizations to your engineering staff (all, certain positions...).  My

specific situation involves an academic institution, but i would welcome

input from all. The rationale behind your practices would also be appreciated.

Private or public responses are welcome

thanks again

sdr

stuart@scripps.edu

Stuart D. Rosenberg

The Scripps Research Institute

10550 North Torrey Pines Road

La Jolla, CA 92037

Phone (619)784-8240

Fax   (619)784-8490

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 16 Jan 1998 17:42:00 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Paul Zel <Zel_Paul/mskcc_SAFETY@MSKMAIL.MSKCC.ORG>

Subject:      Re: Hep A./ Hep. B

In-Reply-To:  <199801162219.OAA28621@hermes.scripps.edu>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII; name="Hep"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

     We offer a hepatitis B vaccine to all of our plumbers, mechanics,  and

     plant engineers.  Opportunities for contact with human blood and body

     fluids would occur in drain/toilet/sewer line repairs.

     Paul Zel

     Biosafety Officer

     Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center

     New York, N.Y.

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Hep A./ Hep. B

Author:  stuart (stuart@SCRIPPS.EDU) at Internet

Date:    1/16/98 4:12 PM

Good afternoon and thanks in advance for the help.

I would like to know if you offer/recommend/require Hep.A, Hep. B or other

immunizations to your engineering staff (all, certain positions...).  My

specific situation involves an academic institution, but i would welcome

input from all. The rationale behind your practices would also be appreciated.

Private or public responses are welcome

thanks again

sdr

stuart@scripps.edu

Stuart D. Rosenberg

The Scripps Research Institute

10550 North Torrey Pines Road

La Jolla, CA 92037

Phone (619)784-8240

Fax   (619)784-8490

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 16 Jan 1998 16:54:36 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "LouAnn C. Burnett" <lburnett@UIUC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Animal specimens from Canada to US

In-Reply-To:  <9800168849.AA884986803@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

To add to Glenn's suggestions. . .

At 01:36 PM 1/16/98 PST, Glenn A. Funk wrote:

>     For the canine samples, you will most likely need a USDA importation

>     permit.

USDA-APHIS has a great web site complete with forms:

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/NCIE/imp-prod.html

For the human samples, a CDC importation permit or letter of

>     authorization, whichever they choose to issue.

For info and forms from CDC, call their automated document retrieval system

(888-232-3299), follow the voice prompts, and request document #10100

(includes information, application, and instructions for application for

Importation Permits for Etiologic Agents).

>And I'd trust the IATA

>     DGRs for packing guidance for teh canine stuff.

I've always found that the FedEx Dangerous Goods Hotline will take the time

to walk you through a specific packaging situation (they even faxed me a

sample airbill and proper labels once).  (1-800-GOFEDEX; ask for the

Dangerous Goods Hotline).

Hope this helps!

LouAnn

-------------------------------------------------------------------

LouAnn C. Burnett

Assistant Director, Environmental Health & Safety

Biological Safety Section

Division of Environmental Health & Safety

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

217-244-7362 (office)     217-244-6594 (fax)

--------------------------------------------------------------------

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 16 Jan 1998 18:04:00 -0800

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "daniel f. liberman" <dliberma@EROLS.COM>

Subject:      Re: animal pathogens and pregnancy

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Curt Speaker wrote:

>

> A question for the group:

>

> A  woman here at Penn State just asked me if there are any biohazards

> (bacteria, viruses, rickettsial or chlamydial agents) that should be

> avoided by pregnant women.  I know that chlamydial agents should be

> avoided, and that the most prudent approach would be to avoid all

> biohazardous agents, but she makes her living as a necropsy

> technician in a diagnostic laboratory, so total avoidance is not

> really an option. Thanks for any info that anyone can provide.

>

> Curt Speaker

>

> Curt Speaker

> Biosafety Officer

> Penn State University

> Environmental Health and Safety

> speaker@ehs.psu.edu

> http://www.ehs.psu.edu

> ^...^

> (O_O)

> =(Y)=

>  """nO OFFENSE OUT THEIR TO ANYONE BUT RUBELLA IS AN INFECTIOUS AGENT THAT IS

FOUND IN LABORATORIES WHICH IS A REAL HAZARD IN THE FIRST TRIMESTER.

THERE ARE OTHER AGENTS BIOLOGICAL PHYSICAL AND CHEMICAL WHICH ARE

CONSIDERED REPRODUCTIVE RISKS.  I WOULD SUGGEST THAT YOU CONTACT AN

OCCUPATIONAL PHYSICIAN AND TOGETHER DEVELOP YOUR POLICY(IES). PLEASE KEEP

IN MIND THAT THE MALE IS ALSO AT RISK, I.E., MUMPS VIRUS.

DAN LIBERMAN

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 16 Jan 1998 17:37:07 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Cipriano,Mary" <Mary.Cipriano@ADD.SSW.ABBOTT.COM>

Subject:      Re: Videos, software etc.

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=iso-8859-1

Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

The American Biological Safety Association has published a Training Gui=

de

which lists videos, computer based training, in-house training material=

s at

various facilities who are willing to share their info, publications, e=

tc. in

the area of biosafety. There is a small charge for the booklet. You can=

contact them at (847)949-1517, Fax (847) 566-4580 for specific informat=

ion.

Mary Cipriano

Abbott Labs

BIOSAFTY @ MITVMA.MIT.EDU on 01/16/98 10:37:20 AM

To: BIOSAFTY @ MITVMA.MIT.EDU @ INTERNET

cc:

Subject: Videos, software etc.

Hi all,

I would be grateful if any of you provided me with information on Video=

s,

software and any other type of multimedia dealing with lab safety.

I'm  responsible for the operation of the Biosafety Information Network=

and Advisory Service (http://binas.unido.org/binas) maintained by the

United Nations Industrial Development Organisation.  The Service deals

essentially with environmental applications of GMOs.

A number of  laboratory workers in the developing world have approached=

us requesting information on videos, etc. that they could use to train

people in biosafety.

Your help would be much appreciated

Regards,

George T. Tzotzos (Ph.D)

Biotechnology Programme Coordinator

UNIDO, ITPD/TS

Wagramerstrasse 5

Vienna A-1400

Austria

Tel: (+43-1) 21131 4336

Fax: (+43-1) 21131 6810

=

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 16 Jan 1998 21:27:12 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Paul Tranchell <tranch@AIUSA.COM>

Organization: Soaring Eagle Safety Consultants

Subject:      Re: Recombinant DNA

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Cheri Marcham wrote:

>

> I am familiar with and have copies of the NIH Recombinant DNA

> Guidelines, but have heard mention that EPA also has something.  I tried

> the EPA web site search and came up with nothing, and I called the local

> DEQ and came up with nothing.  Does anyone have info on Recombinant DNA

> requirements other than NIH?

>

> Cheri Marcham

> The University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center

> cheri-marcham@ouhsc.edu

>

>     ---------------------------------------------------------------

>

>              Attachment 2      Type: application/ms-tnef

>                            Encoding: base64There are some regulations

 regarding reporting and reginstration for review of new

precesses for micro organisms.  They are located in 40 CFR Part 725.  You can

 search for

Recombinant DNA at

 http://www.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/cfrassemble.cgi?title=199740 for

further information.  I believe that the regulations are under TSCA, Tocix

 Substance

Control Act.

Paul Tranchell

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 16 Jan 1998 14:11:49 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         FRANCIS COLE <FCOLE@OCHSNER.ORG>

Subject:      Re: Videos, software etc. -Reply

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Glenn, is there a contact person from HHMI that I can get in touch with to

get safety videos.  Do you have a # and address handy?  Thanks.

Francis

=========================================================================

Date:         Sat, 17 Jan 1998 19:16:09 -0500

Reply-To:     "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@po.CWRU.Edu>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Animal specimens from Canada to US

The only help I can give is off of the top of my head.  There is a

requirement under TSCA that importation of chemicals be cleared by the EPA.

 There might be a similar requirement.  Sorry I do not have more to offer.

Bob

Reply to message from swolz@PATHOGENESIS.COM of Fri, 16 Jan

>

>A researcher in our facility is collaborating with a lab in Canada;

>Canadian lab will be sending us samples of canine saliva/tracheal mucus

>for research purposes.  These specimens are from healthy dogs (i.e. not

>known to contain any pathogens).  Can someone give advice on the proper

>shipping protocol to follow for this particular situation?

>

>Do we need to obtain any special customs or CDC permits to bring this

>material into the US?

>

>Along the same lines, we will also be receiving in the future HUMAN

>sputum specimens from TB patients in Brazil and Turkey.  Same

>questions--what US customs or CDC permits might be required.  We're

>square on the proper IATA shipping requirements.

>

>The canine question is somewhat urgent--any quick replies will be

>greatly appreciated.  Thanks!

>

>Sarah Wolz

>EH&S/PathoGenesis Corp.

>swolz@pathogenesis.com

>206-505-6953

>

>

--

Robert N. Latsch  __      ____________________________________________________

27610 Tremaine Dr. \\    //Environmental Safety & Compliance Specialist

Euclid, Ohio, 44132 \\  // Case Western Reserve University

USSF 7, NF 1, Indoor \\//  Department of Occupational & Environmental Safety

=========================================================================

Date:         Sun, 18 Jan 1998 12:14:49 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Edward Connors <econnors@FREENET.COLUMBUS.OH.US>

Subject:      Mummified chicken

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

Elementary school students are mummifying chickens with sodium chloride

and other ingredients of ancient Egypt, desiccation, wrapping, and

sometimes soil burial.  Donna K. Dorey writing in the KIDSPHERE-List

commented about chemical hazards and strong odors of natural resins.

Also, she said the exhumed chicken "really smells bad...almost like

road kill!"  Other teachers on the KIDSPHERE-List had a different

result with less odor.

The mummy is handled after 6 weeks to years, depending what a teacher

decides to do.  Ms. Dorey mentioned a published lesson plan is in

the Creative Teaching Press Theme Series on Egypt.

Last week in a news article (Catholic Times, Columbus OH) there was

a picture of three children exhuming a mummified chicken which had

been lying in loam soil about 2 years in the schoolyard.  The kids do not

appear to be wearing heavy rubber gloves while digging up "Chickenkhamen".

Has anyone evaluated the chicken-mummy project from a viewpoint of biosafety?

Reference:

  http://ericir.syr.edu/Virtual/Listserv_Archives/KIDSPHERE-List-pre1997/

       1996/09/0318.html

econnors@freenet.columbus.oh.us  <Edward C Connors>

=========================================================================

Date:         Sun, 18 Jan 1998 14:23:47 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Erik Talley <erik@CEHS.SIU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Videos, software etc. -Reply

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Francis

HHMI Lab Safety Section has a website with the videos listed and an

on-line order for to order them. I agree with the other messages that

the videos are excellent. They have more than just biosafety too

(chemical, radiological, physical hazards) The URL is:

http://www.hhmi.org/science/labsafe/videos.htm

Erik

-----Original Message-----

From: FRANCIS COLE [mailto:FCOLE@OCHSNER.ORG]

Sent: Friday, January 16, 1998 2:12 PM

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject: Re: Videos, software etc. -Reply

Glenn, is there a contact person from HHMI that I can get in touch with

to

get safety videos.  Do you have a # and address handy?  Thanks.

Francis

__________________________________

Erik Talley, Assistant Director

Center for Environmental Health & Safety

Southern Illinois University

erik@cehs.siu.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Sun, 18 Jan 1998 17:37:54 EST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         EKrisiunas <EKrisiunas@AOL.COM>

Organization: AOL (http://www.aol.com)

Subject:      Ethidium bromide

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit

What are the present practices regarding the disposal of ethidium bromide?

I am working with a county POTW to determine whether they can/should accept

EtBr bearing solutions (when the EtBr is in low concentrations) . However, in

searching the Internet, I have come across recommendations from discharging

all liquids to the sewer to collect all material and treat as a hazardous

waste. While I know local sewer regulations prevail, what is the present

"standard" of practice in other parts of the US?

Ed Krisiunas, MT(ASCP), CIC, MPH

Consultant

Spectrum

115 Lyons Road

Burlington, Connecticut

06013

860-675-1217

860-675-1311 (fax)

ekrisiunas@aol.com

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 19 Jan 1998 09:46:22 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         David Gibbs <dgibbs@WEBCOINDUSTRIES.COM>

Subject:      Lab Recommendations for Microbiological Project

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Greetings,

My company has developed a product that may posses a unique ability to

thermally deactivate many waterborne microbes.  This hypothesis is based

on some field experience.  We are looking for a microbiological

laboratory to work with and develop quantitative data on how effective

this equipment may be.

I've only found two labs (NSF International and one other) in the U.S.

that may be able to help us.  Since this will likely turn out to be an

expensive and critical project, additional input is desired from

laboratories that have experience working with infectious waterborne

microorganisms.

Thanks for any input.

David Gibbs, P.E.,

Director, Environmental Affairs

Webco Industries

9101 West 21st Street

Sand Springs, OK  74063

dgibbs@webcoindustries.com

office phone:  (918) 214-1056

Fax:              (918) 241-8718

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 19 Jan 1998 13:03:38 -0800

Reply-To:     mf@hcinfo.com

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Matthew Freije <mfreije@SPRYNET.COM>

Organization: HC Information Resources Inc.

Subject:      Re: Lab Recommendations for Microbiological Project

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

David Gibbs wrote:

> My company has developed a product that may posses a unique ability to

> thermally deactivate many waterborne microbes.  This hypothesis is based

> on some field experience.  We are looking for a microbiological

> laboratory to work with and develop quantitative data on how effective

> this equipment may be.

>

> I've only found two labs (NSF International and one other) in the U.S.

> that may be able to help us.  Since this will likely turn out to be an

> expensive and critical project, additional input is desired from

> laboratories that have experience working with infectious waterborne

> microorganisms.

>

> Thanks for any input.

>

> David Gibbs, P.E.,

> Director, Environmental Affairs

>

The labs listed below have fairly significant experience with

Legionella. I obviously don't know whether or not they have expertise

with the particular microbes you are studying.

PathCon Laboratories

270 Scientific Drive, Suite 3

Norcross, GA  30092

Tel 404-446-0540

Fax 404-446-0610

Contact:  Brian Shelton, M.P.H., bshelton@pathcon.com

P & K Microbiology Services, Inc.

1950 Old Cuthbert Road, Unit L

Cherry Hill, NJ  08034

Tel 609-427-4044

Fax 609-427-0232

Contact:  Chin S. Yang, Ph.D., csypnk@ix.netcom.com

Aerotech Laboratories, Inc.

2020 West Lone Cactus Drive

Phoenix, AZ  85027

Tel 602-780-4800

Fax 602-780-7695

Contact: Vladimir D. Bolin

Enviro Team, Inc.

1461 SW 12th Avenue

Pompano Beach, FL  33069

Tel 954-786-8565

Fax 954-943-5059

Contact: Patrick M. O'Donnell

Environmental Safety Technologies, Inc.

P.O. Box 9135

Louisville, KY  40209-0135

Tel 502-637-3851

Fax 502-637-4109

Contact:  Richard Miller, Ph.D.

Microbiology Specialists Inc.

8911 Interchange Drive

Houston, TX  77054-2507

Tel 713-663-6888

Fax 713-663-7722

Contact: Alice S. Weissfeld, Ph.D., or Paula H. Vance

--

Matt Freije

mf@hcinfo.com

HC Information Resources Inc.

Information on Legionnaires' disease & bacteria control

6450 Guion Road, Indianapolis IN 46268-2531, USA

Tel: 317 291 3434, Fax: 317 297 7618

http://www.hcinfo.com

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 19 Jan 1998 13:49:41 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Joseph H. Coggin Jr." <jcoggin@JAGUAR1.USOUTHAL.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Lab Recommendations for Microbiological Project

In-Reply-To:  <B19B2F340F29D111BBAA00A024619BAD01DBD4@MAIL>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

Dear David:  Our University has a small lab operation that has been

involved in testing waterborne microbes such as Legionella sps in cooling

towers and other water sources and in determining the cytotoxicity of

many chemicals over the years.  The Service is called LTS and can be

contacted at Univ. of South Alabama, College of Medicine, Dept. of

Microbiology and Immunology, LMB Attn: Dr. Joe Coggin, Mobile, AL 36688.

Phone (334) 460-6314 or FAx (334) 460-7269.

Our costs are generally modest and we have had many satisfied customers.

We have excellent lab facilities with up to BSL-3 containment.

Sincerely,

Joe Coggin, Ph.D.

Professor and Chair,

RBP and AAM Certified Biological Safety Microbiologist

On Mon, 19 Jan 1998, David Gibbs

wrote:

> Greetings,

>

> My company has developed a product that may posses a unique ability to

> thermally deactivate many waterborne microbes.  This hypothesis is based

> on some field experience.  We are looking for a microbiological

> laboratory to work with and develop quantitative data on how effective

> this equipment may be.

>

> I've only found two labs (NSF International and one other) in the U.S.

> that may be able to help us.  Since this will likely turn out to be an

> expensive and critical project, additional input is desired from

> laboratories that have experience working with infectious waterborne

> microorganisms.

>

> Thanks for any input.

>

> David Gibbs, P.E.,

> Director, Environmental Affairs

>

> Webco Industries

> 9101 West 21st Street

> Sand Springs, OK  74063

>

> dgibbs@webcoindustries.com

> office phone:  (918) 214-1056

> Fax:              (918) 241-8718

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 20 Jan 1998 09:02:14 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Hep A./ Hep. B

In-Reply-To:  <199801162219.OAA28621@hermes.scripps.edu>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

At MIT, plumbers, janitorial staff, confined space rescue team are all

considered to have a potential to exposure to human materials, hence they

are all offered Hep B.  Hep. A is not offered by the Institute but is

usually mentioned during training sessions as a good idea if they are

traveling to certain countries.

Richard Fink    MIT     56-255  Cambridge, MA 02139

617-258-5647

rfink@mit.edu

At 02:12 PM 1/16/98 -0800, you wrote:

>Good afternoon and thanks in advance for the help.

>I would like to know if you offer/recommend/require Hep.A, Hep. B or other

>immunizations to your engineering staff (all, certain positions...).  My

>specific situation involves an academic institution, but i would welcome

>input from all. The rationale behind your practices would also be

appreciated.

>

>Private or public responses are welcome

>

>thanks again

>sdr

>

>stuart@scripps.edu

>Stuart D. Rosenberg

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 20 Jan 1998 09:13:34 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Ethidium bromide

In-Reply-To:  <2139246.34c28446@aol.com>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Our local POTW (Metro. Water Resource Auth.) has ruled that no Et br

solutions are permitted to go down the drain, therefore MIT collects all

solutions, gels, etc. and ships them as hazardous waste.

Richie Fink, SM(NRM)

Assoc. Biosafety Officer

MIT 56-255

rfink@mit.edu

>waste. While I know local sewer regulations prevail, what is the present

>"standard" of practice in other parts of the US?

>

>Ed Krisiunas, MT(ASCP), CIC, MPH

>Consultant

>Spectrum

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 20 Jan 1998 09:40:42 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Ethidium Bromide

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

I think the following message bounced before making it out to the list, so

I have redirected it back to the list.

Richard Fink

Biosafty List Owner

>Message-Id: <199801200035.TAA27819@caleb.INS.CWRU.Edu>

>Date: Mon, 19 Jan 1998 19:35:57 -0500 (EST)

>From: rnl2@po.CWRU.Edu (Robert N. Latsch)

>To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>Subject: Ethidium Bromide

>Reply-To: rnl2@po.CWRU.Edu (Robert N. Latsch)

>

>    I can only tell you what we do here.  Under RCRA ethidium bromide is

not a

>     hazardous waste.  That means that it is unregulated no matter what we

> think.

>     The state EPA agrees with RCRA.  The Regional Sewer District has a

> paragraph in

>     it's rules prohibiting the discharge of materials that affect the COD or

> BOD.

>

>    We discourage any form of treatment for reasons of practicality.

>

>    We insist on collecting this substance and we then send it out for

> treatment.

>     Since it is unregulated, we could treat ourselves or instruct the

labs to

> treat

>     and inactivate it.

>

>    I understand that bleach will destroy Ethidium Bromide.

>

>    Bob

>

> ___________________________________________________________

>    _ \                 /______________________________________

>     \ \             / / Robert N. Latsch CWRU

>      \ \           / /  U.S.S.F. 7       Environmetal Safety &

>       \ \         / /   High School(1)   Compliance Specialist

>        \ \       / /    Indoor

>         \ \     / /

>          \ \   / /

>           \ \ / /

>            \   /

>             \ /

>

>

>

>

>--

>Robert N. Latsch  __

____________________________________________________

>27610 Tremaine Dr. \\    //Environmental Safety & Compliance Specialist

>Euclid, Ohio, 44132 \\  // Case Western Reserve University

>USSF 7, NF 1, Indoor \\//  Department of Occupational & Environmental Safety

>

P.S. from Richard Fink --> while chlorine bleach does destroy Et br's

mutagenicity the resulting solution contains an unknown chemical (or at

least I was never able to find out the end products) which is more

difficult to deal with then the original material.  Also, if you are going

to use bleach, use it in a fume hood - bromine is given off.
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Some of our Engineering Staff get Hep. B immunizations. Our Exposure

Control Plan is on-line at http://www.cehs.siu.edu/Biological/BBP/. Look

at Table 1-4 as follows:

Table - 1: Job Classifications in Which All Employees Have Occupational

Exposure

Table - 2: Job Classifications in Which Some Employees Have Occupational

Exposure on a Regular Basis

Table - 3: Job Classifications in Which Some Employees May Have Rare

Occupational Exposure

Table - 4: Job Duties That May Lead to Exposure to Bloodborne Pathogens

This determination was made by our Biohazard Oversight Advisory

Committee and consultation to the University Community and human

Resources. Notice we don't specifically say if you're in a specific

table you have to be immunized. It still depends on the employee but

this is to serve as a guideline. There are just too many scenarios at an

academic institution to say a particular job class is or is not

potentially exposed. It is still the department's responsibility to use

the guidelines and make the determination with our assistance, if

needed. For example, some plumbers only work on steam pipes assigned

strictly to the PowerPlant.

Thanks,

Erik

At 02:12 PM 1/16/98 -0800, you wrote:

>Good afternoon and thanks in advance for the help.

>I would like to know if you offer/recommend/require Hep.A, Hep. B or

other

>immunizations to your engineering staff (all, certain positions...).

My

>specific situation involves an academic institution, but i would

welcome

>input from all. The rationale behind your practices would also be

appreciated.

>

>Private or public responses are welcome

>

>thanks again

>sdr

>

>stuart@scripps.edu

>Stuart D. Rosenberg
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Our  EXCELLENT Chemical Safety and Waste Management Section published a

waste minimization bulletin on disposing of ethidium bromide which can be

downloaded in .pdf format from:

http://www.ehs.uiuc.edu/~chem/guide/guide.html

Look for Waste Minimization Bulletin #7.

LouAnn Burnett

Assistant Director, Environmental Health and Safety

Biological Safety Section

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

At 05:37 PM 1/18/98 EST, you wrote:

>What are the present practices regarding the disposal of ethidium bromide?

>

>I am working with a county POTW to determine whether they can/should accept

>EtBr bearing solutions (when the EtBr is in low concentrations) . However, in

>searching the Internet, I have come across recommendations from discharging

>all liquids to the sewer to collect all material and treat as a hazardous

>waste. While I know local sewer regulations prevail, what is the present

>"standard" of practice in other parts of the US?

>

>Ed Krisiunas, MT(ASCP), CIC, MPH

>Consultant

>Spectrum

>115 Lyons Road

>Burlington, Connecticut

>06013

>860-675-1217

>860-675-1311 (fax)

>ekrisiunas@aol.com

>
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For some reason, I could not send any mail out the last two days.

Appologies if this has been posted.

Ethidium Bromide is not regulated under RCRA(I'm sure).  I do not think it

is on any other regulatory list(can't verify).  State Laws in Ohio are

parellel to Federal regs.  The local sewer district has a provision

prhibiting the introduction of any material that will affect the BOD or

COD.  As a rule we do not allow any chemical down our drains.  Ethidium

bromide is one of the reasons for this.  Except for the sewer regs we can

pour it down the drain.  Because of what it is, we don't want this done.

We instruct all of our laboratories to collect Ethidium Bromide and send it

to us for disposal.

We do not allow our labs to treat any chemical and dispose of it.  I do

understand that the addition of bleach will destroy Ethidium Bromide.  But

we will not condone the practice.

>Our local POTW (Metro. Water Resource Auth.) has ruled that no Et br

>solutions are permitted to go down the drain, therefore MIT collects all

>solutions, gels, etc. and ships them as hazardous waste.

>

>Richie Fink, SM(NRM)

>Assoc. Biosafety Officer

>MIT 56-255

>rfink@mit.edu

>

>>waste. While I know local sewer regulations prevail, what is the present

>>"standard" of practice in other parts of the US?

>>

>>Ed Krisiunas, MT(ASCP), CIC, MPH

>>Consultant

>>Spectrum

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety
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Hi Sarah,

Follow the other's advice for the canine - USDA and web site are good

sources.  Permit

Applications are available on-line.

FYI - It takes longer to get a USDA import permit for animal biologics than

it takes to get a USPHS import permit for human infectious agents.

For the TB specimens you will need USPHS/CDC import forms.  Their web site

for this is:

http://www.cdc.gov/od/ohs/biosfty/imprtper.htm

Permit Applications are not available on-line, but address and phone where

you can get them

are.

Don't try to sneak in the infectious agent.  Customs is looking for this

real hard now, b/c of the

bioterrorism threat.  There are criminal penalties for non-compliance.

Here is a synopsis of what's needed for the TB, copied and pasted from our

future web page

on the subject:

"USPHS Permitting:  The following agents and materials will require an

import permit issued by the

USPHS.

     Etiologic agents:  any infectious agent known to cause disease in

humans

     Biological materials:  active, live, or, viable specimens of human and

 animal tissue,  body fluids

     and excretions, when they are known or suspected of being infected

with a disease

     transmissible to humans.

     Animals:  any animal known or suspected of being infected with a

disease transmissible to

     humans.

     Insects:  any living insect, or other arthropod, known or suspected of

 being infected with a

     disease transmissible to humans or domestic animals.  Also, any live

fleas,  flies, lice, mites,

     mosquitoes, or ticks, even if uninfected.

 USPHS Import Permit Application Forms and directions for completion are

available through the

CDC. Rather than an import permit, the USPHS may review an Import

Application and issue a 2

year Letter of Authorization for materials that are determined to be

non-infectious, but which

might be mistaken for infectious by United States Customs personnel.

Letters of Authorization are

issued for such things as fixed tissues, sterile cell cultures, human

blood, serum, plasma, urine, or

other tissues of human origin when there is no evidence that the materials

contain an infectious agent.

Letters of Authorization should be attached to the package, and also

furnished to the courier or

broker before entry into the US.  Packages that are imported under a Letter

 of Authorization do not

need a USPHS issued label. Turn around time for a USPHS permit application

form is usually one

business day if the form is completed properly and there are no unanswered

questions."

swolz@PATHOGENESIS.COM on 01/16/98 03:04:22 PM

Please respond to BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

cc:    (bcc: Judy M. Pointer/MDACC)

Subject:  Animal specimens from Canada to US

A researcher in our facility is collaborating with a lab in Canada;

Canadian lab will be sending us samples of canine saliva/tracheal mucus

for research purposes.  These specimens are from healthy dogs (i.e. not

known to contain any pathogens).  Can someone give advice on the proper

shipping protocol to follow for this particular situation?

Do we need to obtain any special customs or CDC permits to bring this

material into the US?

Along the same lines, we will also be receiving in the future HUMAN

sputum specimens from TB patients in Brazil and Turkey.  Same

questions--what US customs or CDC permits might be required.  We're

square on the proper IATA shipping requirements.

The canine question is somewhat urgent--any quick replies will be

greatly appreciated.  Thanks!

Sarah Wolz

EH&S/PathoGenesis Corp.

swolz@pathogenesis.com

206-505-6953
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I too have heard that Ethidium Bromide can be destroyed by the addition of

bleach.  However, this only removes Ethidium Bromide's fluorescence.  It

still leaves behind much of the original carcinogenicity.  There is a

published protocol (available over the web) for destruction of Ethidium

Bromide using hypophosphorus acid, and sodium nitrite.  The final product

of this reaction may still not be suited for sewer disposal depending on

your area.  (We have found the majority of labs perfer just to leave the

disposal to our office.)

http://www.pp.okstate.edu/ehs/hazmat/labman/appx-f.htm  (location of

protocol)

All of the labs at Duke are required to submit Ethidium Bromide to our

Environmental Programs Division where it is treated as hazardous waste.

Some labs use an activated carbon filter to reduce the volume of Ethidium

Bromide solutions (when the Ethidium Bromide is placed in the running

buffer).   These filters are also required to be submited as waste.

Information about the filters can be found at:

http://www.s-and-s.com/products.htm#extract

Daniel James

Safety & Health Technician

Occupational & Environmental Safety Office

Duke University/ Medical Center

Durham, NC

(919) 681-5397

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 21 Jan 1998 09:47:21 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Ethidium bromide

In-Reply-To:  <85256593.004C0409.00@Desdemona.mc.duke.edu>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

At 09:08 AM 1/21/98 -0500, you wrote:

>I too have heard that Ethidium Bromide can be destroyed by the addition of

>bleach.  However, this only removes Ethidium Bromide's fluorescence.  It

>still leaves behind much of the original carcinogenicity.

In extensive Ames testing, we found that chlorine bleach rendered aqueous

solutions of Et br nonmutagenic in the Ames test.  Et br in some buffers

was still mutagenic but that was probable the result of bleach/buffer

interaction.  One last note, Et br is not listed as a carcinogen but as a

mutagen.

Richard Fink, SM(NRM)

Assoc. Biosafety Officer;  M.I.T. 56-255

617-258-5647

rfink@mit.edu
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Every once in awhile, we have to do a reality check.  While I agree that

there is some small possibility of a plumber getting exposed to Hep B,

or any bloodborne pathogen, when working with clogged drains etc either

in labs or in our house, that risk is indeed very low.  Indeed the risk

gets lower when there is no clog and we can run copius amounts of water

down the drain.  Nonetheless OSHA BBP says that we should evaluate that

risk and provide Hep B vaccine to those who we consider 'at risk'.

Therefore we do.  Enter Hep A which is an intestinal agent and which

might be an even greater risk for plumbers in general, and because we

have no OSHA mandate (read standard) about intestinal pathogens we only

provide training to get the Hep A vaccine if they are leaving the

country.  I would think, that Hep A is considerably more of an

occupational risk to plumbers than B and if we employ these people and

know we have an effective vaccine, we should offer it to them before

OSHA makes us do it by issuing yet another standard regarding infectious

agents.

As regards other maintenance personnel, engineers, etc.  we should first

attempt to eliminate their exposure by insisting that those who

contaminate attempt to decontaminate prior to letting someone else

handle or otherwise work with contaminated instruments, or equipment.

This is also required by OSHA and often forgotten.  Properly implented,

this requirement would minimize the potential for exposure of

non-laboratory personnel and would subsequently reduce the need for

vaccination.
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Does anyone have any information concerning Biosafety levels and =

disinfection of materials containing Mycobacterium ulcerans?  From what I =

have read it is a BL-2 organism, but I would like to find the optimal =

disinfecting agent.  Is 10% bleach fine, or should another agent be used?

John Bristol

Eisai Research Institute

john_bristol@eisai.com
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I am interested in your responses because I have been assigned a book chapter

on the safety needs of microbiological teaching laboratories.  My outline is

due Feb 1st.  I am interested in the answer to your question as to whether

pathogens are handled, especially in introductory microbiology courses.  I

would also like any comments regarding special needs and justification. I have

seen labs which are extremely large and in which a chemistry lab is taking

place at the same time as a microbiology lab ( hazards from flames in micro

and volatile chemicals in the same room) It is difficult information to get.

Diane Fleming
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Dan James wrote:

>

> I too have heard that Ethidium Bromide can be destroyed by the addition of

> bleach.  However, this only removes Ethidium Bromide's fluorescence.  It

> still leaves behind much of the original carcinogenicity.  There is a

> published protocol (available over the web) for destruction of Ethidium

> Bromide using hypophosphorus acid, and sodium nitrite.  The final product

> of this reaction may still not be suited for sewer disposal depending on

> your area.  (We have found the majority of labs perfer just to leave the

> disposal to our office.)

>

> http://www.pp.okstate.edu/ehs/hazmat/labman/appx-f.htm  (location of

> protocol)

>

> All of the labs at Duke are required to submit Ethidium Bromide to our

> Environmental Programs Division where it is treated as hazardous waste.

> Some labs use an activated carbon filter to reduce the volume of Ethidium

> Bromide solutions (when the Ethidium Bromide is placed in the running

> buffer).   These filters are also required to be submited as waste.

> Information about the filters can be found at:

>

> http://www.s-and-s.com/products.htm#extract

>

> Daniel James

> Safety & Health Technician

> Occupational & Environmental Safety Office

> Duke University/ Medical Center

> Durham, NC

> (919) 681-5397

Ethidium bromide is a mutagen in the Ames Salmonella bioassay. It is not

a carcinogen.  Bleach degrades ETBR. Degredation products when tested in

the Ames assay demonstrate reduced mutagenic activity which may be

attributed to the presence of residual chlorine.

These experiments were performed by Richard Fink, Fred Schaefer and

myself several years ago.

Dan Liberman
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John Keene wrote:

>

> Every once in awhile, we have to do a reality check.  While I agree that

> there is some small possibility of a plumber getting exposed to Hep B,

> or any bloodborne pathogen, when working with clogged drains etc either

> in labs or in our house, that risk is indeed very low.  Indeed the risk

> gets lower when there is no clog and we can run copius amounts of water

> down the drain.  Nonetheless OSHA BBP says that we should evaluate that

> risk and provide Hep B vaccine to those who we consider 'at risk'.

> Therefore we do.  Enter Hep A which is an intestinal agent and which

> might be an even greater risk for plumbers in general, and because we

> have no OSHA mandate (read standard) about intestinal pathogens we only

> provide training to get the Hep A vaccine if they are leaving the

> country.  I would think, that Hep A is considerably more of an

> occupational risk to plumbers than B and if we employ these people and

> know we have an effective vaccine, we should offer it to them before

> OSHA makes us do it by issuing yet another standard regarding infectious

> agents.

>

> As regards other maintenance personnel, engineers, etc.  we should first

> attempt to eliminate their exposure by insisting that those who

> contaminate attempt to decontaminate prior to letting someone else

> handle or otherwise work with contaminated instruments, or equipment.

> This is also required by OSHA and often forgotten.  Properly implented,

> this requirement would minimize the potential for exposure of

> non-laboratory personnel and would subsequently reduce the need for

> vaccination.

Jack:

I second your remarks.

Perhaps ABSA should go on the record and contact OSHA to initiate this

dialog. If plumbers are at risk to Hep A (and I agree with you that they

are), then this is an appropriate area for ABSA to show some leadership.

Dan Liberman
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I agree that it would be wise to offer Hepatitis A vaccine for those

working around human sewage.  However, the argument I always get from our

occupational medicine office is that there is nothing in CDC's literature

that suggests that they are one of the groups to be vaccinated.  Maybe you

should start there and not with OSHA.

As an example, check this webste.

http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/diseases/hepatitis/hepabro.htm

Melinda Young
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Ok, I got a copy of 40 CFR 725, "Reporting Requirements and Review

Processes for Microorganisms".  I have tried to read it.  Anybody out

there that can translate it for me into what I need to look for and do

for a biomedical research facility?

Thanks

Cheri Marcham

cheri-marcham@ouhsc.edu

(405) 271-3000

FAX (405) 271-1606
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Subject:      Ammonia vs Quats

     Here's one for the chemists in the BIOSAFTY crowd:

     Is there any chemical relationship between the disinfectant actions of

     ammonia and the quaternary ammonium compounds?  If so, can the

     relationship be quantified?

     Here's the microbiological version:

     Are quats effective disinfectants of Cryptosporidium parvum?

     Where did this come from, you might ask?  We are considering approval

     of a Biological Use Authorization for a PI who studies Cryptosporidia.

     She has indicated that she will disinfect with 2.25% ammonia (a 1:2

     dilution of household cleaning ammonia) because the UCSF standard 0.5%

     sodium hypochlorite is relatively ineffective against Cryptosporidia.

     Since she's planning to use animals in her research, the Animal Care

     Facility vet is asking me if the standard ACF disinfectant (which

     contains three quats) will work.  Strangely enough, the PI says she

     doesn't know - she's always used only dilute ammonia.

     Can anyone help me out with this one?

     -- Glenn

     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D.

     Biosafety Officer

     UC San Francisco

     415-476-2097

     ehs%glennf@ccmail.ucsf.edu
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Hi Glenn,

My trusty book - Disinfection, Sterilization and Preservation says:

"...relatively high concentrations of formaldehyde, sulfuric acid, ammonium

hydroxide, and cresol are necessary to prevent sporulation of coccidial

oocytes."  Regretfully no further information is given, so you need to go

to the source of this info: Horton-Smith, C., Taylor, E.L., and Turtle,

E.E. Ammonia fumigation for coccidial disinfection. Vet. Rec. vol. 52, 829

(1940).  York, W. and Adams, A.R.D.  Observations on Entamoeba histolytica.

II. Longevity of the cysts in vitro and their resistance to heat and to

various drugs and chemicals. Ann. trop. med. vol. 20, 317-326 (1926).

Quats are not known for there heavy duty killing and probably would not be

an effective disinfectant for the cyst stage.

Richie Fink, SM(NRM)

Assoc. Biosafety Officer, MIT

rfink@Mit.edu

<SNIP>

>     Are quats effective disinfectants of Cryptosporidium parvum?

>

>     Where did this come from, you might ask?  We are considering approval

>     of a Biological Use Authorization for a PI who studies Cryptosporidia.

>     She has indicated that she will disinfect with 2.25% ammonia (a 1:2

>     dilution of household cleaning ammonia) because the UCSF standard 0.5%

<SNIP>
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Dear Biosafty people, I need your assistance.  We are in the process of

redesigning our on-call system and would like to know how yours' work.

Please answer the following questions:

How often are you on call (1/month, 2/year, etc.)?

Are you compensated over and above your salary?

If yes, at what rate ($2/hr or whatever).

Do you receive extra compensation if you have to go into work to handle an

emergency?

Do you have a person on call from each specific area of health and safety

at all times (i.e. an industrial hygenist, a radiation safety person, a

biosafety person, etc.)?

Are you in academia, government, industry?

Are there any specific aspects of your program that work really well?  If

so, please specify.

Thank you one and all.

Richie Fink, SM(NRM)   Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  M.I.T.

rfink@mit.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 22 Jan 1998 15:19:42 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Christina Z Thompson <THOMPSON_CHRISTINA_Z@LILLY.COM>

Subject:      Re: Ammonia vs Quats

MIME-version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

According to one of our scientists who is very knowledgeable on

Cryptosporidium and other protozoans, the following references should help for

surface disinfection of Crypto:

Sundermann, Lindsay, and Blagburn.  1987.  Companion Animal Practice 2:36-39.

Anderson, Bruce.  1985.  Am. J. Public Health 75:1433-34.

Apparently, Sundermann et al. generated data showing that ammonia 50% or

higher for 30 minutes is effective as a surface disinfectant against

Cryptosporidium oocysts.  Also effective was 10% formalin for 30 minutes.  But

I'd sure check the references for details.

Chris Thompson

Biosafety Officer

Eli Lilly & Co.

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 22 Jan 1998 14:14:09 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "LouAnn C. Burnett" <lburnett@UIUC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Ammonia vs Quats

In-Reply-To:  <9800228854.AA885492502@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Glenn,

We have a crypto researcher who swears by 10% Lysol followed by hydrogen

peroxide.  When I asked him for documentation supporting his choice, he

said that his lab was the only crypto lab he knew of that hadn't had a

laboratory-acquired infection!!  He agreed that this was pretty iffy

documentation and made some noise about doing some experiments to back it

up, but I  haven't heard anything since.

There's a CRC press book called Cryptosporidiosis of Man and Animals edited

by J.P. Dubey, C.A. Speer, and R. Fayer, that states (pg. 28-9):

"Of the various chemical agents assayed for disinfection by _in vitro_

excystation technique or mouse bioassay, few have been found to be

effective within a relatively short time of exposure.  The four most

effective agents for killing oocysts are hydogen peroxide, a chlorine

dioxide-based cold sterilant (Exspor), a two phase product producing

ammonia (Oo-cide) and ozone."

The Canadian MSDS for _Cryptosporidium parvum_ says:  "Resistant to most

disinfectants including 3% hypochlorite, iodophors, 5% formaldehyde;

prolonged treatment (18 hours) using 1% sodium hypochlorite with 10%

formalin or 5% ammonia reduces infectivity"

If you find out anything more definitive, please pass it on.

LouAnn

-------------------------------------------------------------------

LouAnn C. Burnett

Assistant Director, Environmental Health & Safety

Biological Safety Section

Division of Environmental Health & Safety

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

217-244-7362 (office)     217-244-6594 (fax)

--------------------------------------------------------------------

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 22 Jan 1998 14:08:27 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Susan K. Kingston" <skingsto@SPEEDY.EHS.UIUC.EDU>

Subject:      Hep A/sewage/aerosols

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

In light of the discussion on Hep A and plumbers, here's a related topic.

We have an environmental engineer who is proposing to work with raw sewage

in a small laboratory.  The sewage will be aerated in 4 - 5 gallon vats,

allowed to sediment and then all material will be returned to the normal

waste stream.  Does anyone have definitive information on potential

aerosolization of infectious agents or any other pertinent information?

Thanks!

Susan

--------------------------------------------

Susan K. Kingston MS, DVM

University of Illinois

Biological Safety Professional

102 Environmental Health and Safety Building

101 S. Gregory Street

Urbana, IL    61801-3070

(217)244-1939, fax (217)244-6594

email: skingsto@uiuc.edu

--------------------------------------------

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 22 Jan 1998 15:23:03 EST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Carolyn Keierleber <carolyn@PLINY.EHS.UFL.EDU>

Organization: U. of Florida Env. Hlth. & Safety

Subject:      Re: Survey, please respond

In-Reply-To:  <3.0.2.32.19980122151239.01279df0@hesiod>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

>

> Please answer the following questions:

>

> How often are you on call (1/month, 2/year, etc.)?

We have call lists at the University Police Department. For each

potential disaster there is a list of EH&S employees that can handle

that particular emergency.  The EH&S director and associate dir are

on every list (at the bottom).  The cops go through the list until

they find a responder.  I often get called because I answer the phone

on off hours (I have a teenage son).

> Are you compensated over and above your salary?

We are not compensated per se, at least not with $.  However, the dir

and assoc dir have salaries that are much higher than the

coordinators.  It is expected that they will respond if no one else

can be found.  If one of the coordinators spends much time after

hours, s/he is compensated by being given unofficial "comp" time.

> If yes, at what rate ($2/hr or whatever).

> Do you receive extra compensation if you have to go into work to handle an

> emergency?

see above

>

> Do you have a person on call from each specific area of health and safety

> at all times (i.e. an industrial hygenist, a radiation safety person, a

> biosafety person, etc.)?

Sort of, see above re: call lists.  The chemical spill list is the

lab safety person, the haz waste person, then the industrial

hygienist.  The rad list starts with the rad safety officer.  And so

on.

>

> Are you in academia, government, industry?

academia

> Are there any specific aspects of your program that work really well?  If

> so, please specify.

There are a few folks who like the emergency situation and sort of

thrive in it (definitely not me).  They are usually on many call

lists and take the calls.  This is good because it allows people to

do what they are good at and they enjoy the comp time. The down side

is that the cops get frustrated when the first few on the list do not

respond.

______________________________________________________________________

Carolyn Keierleber, Ph.D.       Environmental Health & Safety

Biological Safety Officer       Box 112 190

phone   (352) 392-1591          University of Florida

fax     (352) 392-3647          Gainesville, FL 32611

carolyn@pliny.ehs.ufl.edu

http://www.ehs.ufl.edu/Bio

______________________________________________________________________

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 22 Jan 1998 15:04:51 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Tim Ryan <tryan@UH.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Survey, please respond

MIME-version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

>How often are you on call (1/month, 2/year, etc.)?

>

7 salaried ee's cycle by week, so about 1week on call/2 months.

>Are you compensated over and above your salary?

>If yes, at what rate ($2/hr or whatever).

>Do you receive extra compensation if you have to go into work to handle an

>emergency?

>

On call staff are salaried, therefore no added compensation.  HOWEVER, they

are allowed to leave 2.5 hours early on Friday preceeding their weekend of

on call.  They appreciate that, as few ever actually have to return to

campus at nights or on weekends during their week of on call.

>Do you have a person on call from each specific area of health and safety

>at all times (i.e. an industrial hygenist, a radiation safety person, a

>biosafety person, etc.)?

>

No, but we do cross training in all areas, plus have excellent municipal

HazMat capabilities if needed.

>Are you in academia, government, industry?

>

State 4 year institution; no med or vet schools.

>Are there any specific aspects of your program that work really well?  If

>so, please specify.

See comment about leaving early on Friday.

USPS:  Tim Ryan - CIH, CSP, RBP

       Director - Environmental & Physical Safety Department

       University of Houston System : University of Houston

       EPSD-1852

       University of Houston

       Houston, TX 77204-1852

Voice: (713) 743-5858          FAX:    (713) 743-5859

E-mail: tryan@uh.edu

URL--> http://www.uh.edu/admin/epsd/index.html

___________________________________________________________________

              == "de gustibus non est disputandum" ==

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 22 Jan 1998 16:31:46 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Jairo Betancourt <jairob@MIAMI.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Hep A/sewage/aerosols

In-Reply-To:  <3.0.3.32.19980122140827.00a08de8@speedy.ehs.uiuc.edu>

MIME-version: 1.0

Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

We have also have a group of scientists who will be working with raw swage

and they will have to get the vaccine. I do not want to create more waves,

but this is direct handling of fecal matter, including stirring, shaking,

etc. The contact is too close for comfort. Thanks

Jairo Betancourt

University of Miami

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 22 Jan 1998 16:42:53 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Jairo Betancourt <jairob@MIAMI.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Animal specimens from Canada to US

In-Reply-To:  <399BFF6F8157D111934800805FFE7235039A14@SEATTLE-NT-03>

MIME-version: 1.0

Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

Yes, I think the initial step is to follow IATA regulations with the

proper forms filled and the proper packaging chosen. Federal Express can

send you the forms. Consider your samples Class 6.2 Infectious Substances.

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 22 Jan 1998 14:47:55 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Madeline J. Dalrymple" <Dalrympl@UWYO.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Survey, please respond

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

>----------

>From:  Carolyn Keierleber[SMTP:carolyn@PLINY.EHS.UFL.EDU]

>Sent:  Thursday, January 22, 1998 1:23 PM

>To:    BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>Subject:       Re: Survey, please respond

>

>>

>> Please answer the following questions:

>>

>> How often are you on call (1/month, 2/year, etc.)?

>

>We have call lists at the University Police Department. For each

>potential disaster there is a list of EH&S employees that can handle

>that particular emergency.  The EH&S director and associate dir are

>on every list (at the bottom).  The cops go through the list until

>they find a responder.  I often get called because I answer the phone

>on off hours (I have a teenage son).

>

>> Are you compensated over and above your salary?

>We are not compensated per se, at least not with $.  However, the dir

>and assoc dir have salaries that are much higher than the

>coordinators.  It is expected that they will respond if no one else

>can be found.  If one of the coordinators spends much time after

>hours, s/he is compensated by being given unofficial "comp" time.

>> If yes, at what rate ($2/hr or whatever).

>

>> Do you receive extra compensation if you have to go into work to handle an

>> emergency?

>see above

>>

>> Do you have a person on call from each specific area of health and safety

>> at all times (i.e. an industrial hygenist, a radiation safety person, a

>> biosafety person, etc.)?

>Sort of, see above re: call lists.  The chemical spill list is the

>lab safety person, the haz waste person, then the industrial

>hygienist.  The rad list starts with the rad safety officer.  And so

>on.

>>

>> Are you in academia, government, industry?

>academia

>

>> Are there any specific aspects of your program that work really well?  If

>> so, please specify.

>

>There are a few folks who like the emergency situation and sort of

>thrive in it (definitely not me).  They are usually on many call

>lists and take the calls.  This is good because it allows people to

>do what they are good at and they enjoy the comp time. The down side

>is that the cops get frustrated when the first few on the list do not

>respond.

>

>______________________________________________________________________

>

>Carolyn Keierleber, Ph.D.       Environmental Health & Safety

>Biological Safety Officer       Box 112 190

>phone   (352) 392-1591          University of Florida

>fax     (352) 392-3647          Gainesville, FL 32611

>

>carolyn@pliny.ehs.ufl.edu

>http://www.ehs.ufl.edu/Bio

>______________________________________________________________________

>
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Date:         Thu, 22 Jan 1998 17:04:32 EST

Reply-To:     speaker@ehs.psu.edu

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Curt Speaker <speaker@SAFETY-1.SAFETY.PSU.EDU>

Organization: University Safety - Penn State Univ

Subject:      Re: Hep A/B

Not to stir up a controversy among the Biosafety gang, but:

If there were truely a risk of Hepatitis A and/or B from working on

plumbing or around sewage, don't you think there would be more

evidence to back it up???

When we first instituted the Bloodborne Pathogen standard some years

ago, I asked the head of Infectious Diseases at our Med School if our

plumbers, etc. were at risk.  He responded by telling me that he had

been following that subject for over a decade and knew of no cases of

plumbers (even in hospitals) contracting Hepatitis B from their job.

When you consider the scarcity of the virus, the dilution factors,

surfactants/other biocides that get put down the drain, and the fact

that viruses are designed to live inside of hosts, the risk to a

plumber should be extremely small, approaching zero.

I think a similar analogy applies to waste water treatment plant

workers regarding Hepatitis A.

Like I said, I'm not looking for a fight here, but we deal with real

world situations, not theories. These programs cost money, and I

haven't found the proverbial money tree (yet)

 Someone has to play the devil's advocate here...

Curt

(looking forward to reading the responses in tomorrow morning's

email)

Curt Speaker

Biosafety Officer

Penn State University

Environmental Health and Safety

speaker@ehs.psu.edu

http://www.ehs.psu.edu

^...^

(O_O)
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Date:         Thu, 22 Jan 1998 15:20:44 PST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Survey, please respond

     Answers follow each question.

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Survey, please respond

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    1/22/98 12:18 PM

Dear Biosafty people, I need your assistance.  We are in the process of

redesigning our on-call system and would like to know how yours' work.

Please answer the following questions:

How often are you on call (1/month, 2/year, etc.)?  about once per quarter; duty

is shared among a dozen or so qualified individuals.

Are you compensated over and above your salary? no

 If yes, at what rate ($2/hr or whatever).

Do you receive extra compensation if you have to go into work to handle an

emergency?  no

Do you have a person on call from each specific area of health and safety

at all times (i.e. an industrial hygenist, a radiation safety person, a

biosafety person, etc.)?  no - a general responder is on call but this

individual is mainly a Department Safety Advosir who is familiar with all

aspects of ERT and has been through at least 24-hour HazWOpER

Are you in academia, government, industry?  academia

Are there any specific aspects of your program that work really well?  If

so, please specify.  not really - everyone does his or her job and the

system works OK but I personally think there's room for improvement.

Thank you one and all.

Richie Fink, SM(NRM)   Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  M.I.T.

rfink@mit.edu

Richie - Hope these answers help.  Please feel free to call me

if you need more info.  And thanks for your response to my

ammonia vs quats question.

--  Glenn

Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D.

Biosafety Officer

UC San Francisco

415-476-2097

ehs%glennf@ccmail.ucsf.edu
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Date:         Thu, 22 Jan 1998 16:08:21 PST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re[2]: Hep A/sewage/aerosols

     I agree with Jairo.  The UCSF Biosafety Committee has begun "strongly

     recommending" that hep A vaccinations be offered to all research staff

     who handle or otherwise work with human feces.  After hearing some of

     the comments in this thread, I'm also going to approach my Facilities

     Management group about offering our staff plumbers hep A vaccinations.

     -- Glenn

     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D.

     Biosafety Officer

     UC San Francisco

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Re: Hep A/sewage/aerosols

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    1/22/98 1:41 PM

We have also have a group of scientists who will be working with raw swage

and they will have to get the vaccine. I do not want to create more waves,

but this is direct handling of fecal matter, including stirring, shaking,

etc. The contact is too close for comfort. Thanks

Jairo Betancourt

University of Miami

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 22 Jan 1998 22:58:44 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         John Keene <jkeene@EROLS.COM>

Organization: Biohaztec

Subject:      Re: Hep A/sewage/aerosols

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

I would suggest the consideration of Hep A vaccine for such research,

but would leave it up to the researcher to accept or decline.  People

who work with raw sewage should at least be informed of the potential.

With regard to the aeration, ask a few questions:

1) Could BSL-2 pathogens be present in the sewage?

Answer - yes, not only could, but most likely are present

2)  Does the aeration result in the release of the aerated material to

the laboratory with concomitant potential release of BSL-2 pathogens?

Answer - yes

3)  Should this process be contained in some way?

Answer - if you are performing a process that might result in the

aerosolization of BSL-2 agents to the laboratory you must contain the

process and minimize the potential for aerosol escape to the lab and

exposure of personnel.

4) How to contain?  What ever is the most efficient mechanism for the

work being done and the equipment being used.  Be creative, but contain

it.

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 22 Jan 1998 22:51:12 -0800

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "daniel f. liberman" <dliberma@EROLS.COM>

Subject:      Re: Hep A./ Hep. B

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Melinda Young wrote:

>

> I agree that it would be wise to offer Hepatitis A vaccine for those

> working around human sewage.  However, the argument I always get from our

> occupational medicine office is that there is nothing in CDC's literature

> that suggests that they are one of the groups to be vaccinated.  Maybe you

> should start there and not with OSHA.

>

> As an example, check this webste.

>

> http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/diseases/hepatitis/hepabro.htm

>

> Melinda Young

If you perform a job hazard assessment and you determine that there

is a risk to plumbers to hepatitis A then you should offer them the

vaccine just as you would to those who are at risk to hepatitis B

because they work with blood or blood derived material. If the job

hazard assessment that you perform indicates that there is no risk then

you may or may not choose to offer the vaccine. CDC do not know your

institution nor what your personnel are exposed to. If your

Occupational health authorities want to wait until CDC renders an

opinion so be it. OSHA requires each institution to provide an

environment which does not put personnel at risk. That means that you or

someone at your institution makes an assessment and renders an opinion.

Just as others must do for the personnel at their institutions. If a

plumber at your institution is exposed and comes down with hepatitis, my

bet would be that CDC would write it up in MMWR.

Good luck

Dan Liberman

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 22 Jan 1998 23:13:01 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         John Keene <jkeene@EROLS.COM>

Organization: Biohaztec

Subject:      Re: Survey, please respond

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Rich, wouldn't it be better for persons to respond to your request

directly to you rather than fill the mail boxes of those who don't need

to know?

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 22 Jan 1998 23:41:32 EST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Dimerck <Dimerck@AOL.COM>

Organization: AOL (http://www.aol.com)

Subject:      Re: Hep A/B

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit

I agree with your analysis of the situation. This also seems to be the opinion

of those who study the epidemiology of these infectious diseases. Hep A does

cause outbreaks in certain areas of the USA and globally,as can be seen by the

literature on the vaccine trials. Hep A is not routinely found in all sewage

and thus one would not expect infection transmission from all sewage.  Sewage

workers are not automatically covered by the OSHA BBP Standard according to

the letters of clarification from the compliance directorate.  Let's emphasize

good hygiene for these folks and remind them to wash up before eating or

rubbing eyes etc. I have no problem with offering them the vaccine if the

institution can afford it, but they are not presumed to be at increased risk

due to their work. More regulations on this would make responses more

inflexible and difficult. Common sense can be used here. Diane Fleming

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 23 Jan 1998 08:23:06 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Survey

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Being a tad tired yesterday when I sent out the survey request, I forgot to

say: Please respond directly to me and not the list as I don't think that

this is of general interest.  My email address is: rfink@mit.edu

Again, big thank you to all who have and will be taking the time to answer.

Richie.

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 23 Jan 1998 09:04:33 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Gillian Norton <gmnorton@JULIAN.UWO.CA>

Subject:      Re: Survey, please respond

In-Reply-To:  <3.0.2.32.19980122151239.01279df0@hesiod>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

At 03:12 PM 1/22/98 -0500, you wrote:

>Dear Biosafty people, I need your assistance.  We are in the process of

>redesigning our on-call system and would like to know how yours' work.

>

>Please answer the following questions:

>

>How often are you on call (1/month, 2/year, etc.)?

There are 6 people in our dept who share the on call duties so we have a

rota of 1 in 6 weeks

>

>Are you compensated over and above your salary?

>

No but we get an afternoon off at the end of the on call week.

If yes, at what rate ($2/hr or whatever).

N/A

>Do you receive extra compensation if you have to go into work to handle an

>emergency?    No - if considerable time was involved some time off

afterwards would be arranged

>

>Do you have a person on call from each specific area of health and safety

>at all times (i.e. an industrial hygenist, a radiation safety person, a

>biosafety person, etc.)?

 No but we have some cross training for spills and emergencies.

>

>Are you in academia, government, industry?

 Academia - Canada

>Are there any specific aspects of your program that work really well?  If

>so, please specify.

 The afternoon off as payment is liked! You didn't ask what doesn't work !!

  The major problem is to designate who is in charge out of the many people

who respond to an emergency  Safety, Campus  Police, Fire Dept , Facilities

Support etc - it becomes a turf war.

Thank you one and all.

>

>Richie Fink, SM(NRM)   Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  M.I.T.

>rfink@mit.edu

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 23 Jan 1998 09:23:15 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Sue Pedrick <spedric@CLEMSON.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Hepatitis A

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

At 07:35 AM 1/22/98 -0800, you wrote:

>I agree that it would be wise to offer Hepatitis A vaccine for those

>working around human sewage.  However, the argument I always get from our

>occupational medicine office is that there is nothing in CDC's literature

>that suggests that they are one of the groups to be vaccinated.  Maybe you

>should start there and not with OSHA.

>

>As an example, check this webste.

>

>

>http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/diseases/hepatitis/hepabro.htm

>

>Melinda Young

>

The last sentence of this very informative website reads:  "Adequate

chlorination of water, as recommended in the United States, kills HAV."  I

would assume this covers both toilet and sewer water in chlorinated systems.

How easy (and inexpensive) it would be if a little chlorine in the water can

protect us from HAV.  Perhaps this is part of the rationale behind the CDC's

stance on the subject.  Does anyone have any further documentation either

pro or con?

Sue Pedrick, RN, BSN, COHN-S

Occupational Health Nurse

Clemson University

Clemson, SC 29634-1702
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Date:         Fri, 23 Jan 1998 08:34:27 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Erik Talley <erik@CEHS.SIU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Hep A/sewage/aerosols

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Please be careful not to stereotype "all plumbers" or "all wastewater

employees." I agree the risk for many is extremely low, but you have to

look at their job functions not their job title. Job titles key you in

on the general type of work being done. Then, you look at the specific

function.

To respond to Susan's question on laboratories working with raw sewage,

as part of my function I am responsible for a wet chemistry laboratory

which regularly collects raw sewage samples containing fecal from campus

sewer lines. The operations in the field and laboratory (homogenizing

the sample in a blender, etc) could allow fecal to oral contact so our

employees are Hep A vaccinated (in addition to B). We provide plenty of

engineering controls and PPE, but working with sewage in a wet lab is a

messy job.

Erik

-----Original Message-----

From: Susan K. Kingston [mailto:skingsto@SPEEDY.EHS.UIUC.EDU]

Sent: Thursday, January 22, 1998 2:08 PM

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject: Hep A/sewage/aerosols

In light of the discussion on Hep A and plumbers, here's a related

topic.

We have an environmental engineer who is proposing to work with raw

sewage

in a small laboratory.  The sewage will be aerated in 4 - 5 gallon vats,

allowed to sediment and then all material will be returned to the normal

waste stream.  Does anyone have definitive information on potential

aerosolization of infectious agents or any other pertinent information?

Thanks!

Susan

--------------------------------------------

Susan K. Kingston MS, DVM

University of Illinois

Biological Safety Professional

102 Environmental Health and Safety Building

101 S. Gregory Street

Urbana, IL    61801-3070

(217)244-1939, fax (217)244-6594

email: skingsto@uiuc.edu

--------------------------------------------

________________________________________

Erik Talley, Assistant Director

Center for Environmental Health & Safety

Southern Illinois University

erik@cehs.siu.edu
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Date:         Fri, 23 Jan 1998 09:40:58 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Burgener, Jyl A" <jab19768@GLAXOWELLCOME.COM>

Subject:      Re: Survey, please respond

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Richard,

The following is our on-call procedure:  I serve approximately 2-3 times per

year for a full 7 day period (it only is from 5 p.m. - 7 a.m. on regular

work days).  There is one on-call pager that is passed from participant to

participant.  Non-exempt or hourly employees are paid for any time that they

serve (if they are needed, though they do not serve unless called - they are

not on the ol call rotation).  Exempt people are not compensated but often

recieve an annual "gift" of $100.  We have one group that coordinates all

emergency calls and checks in daily with security to see if anything

happened that night.  Basically, if the on call person can't handle the

emergency (we are equipped with MSDS"s and emergency procedures as well as a

cell phone), they are free to call anyone on staff for assistance.  Hope

this helps.

Jyl Burgener

Biosafety Officer

(919) 483-6450

Fax (919) 549 - 8516

JAB19768@GlaxoWellcome.com

> ----------

> From:         Richard Fink[SMTP:rfink@MIT.EDU]

> Sent:         Thursday, January 22, 1998 3:12 PM

> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:      Survey, please respond

>

> Dear Biosafty people, I need your assistance.  We are in the process of

> redesigning our on-call system and would like to know how yours' work.

>

> Please answer the following questions:

>

> How often are you on call (1/month, 2/year, etc.)?

>

> Are you compensated over and above your salary?

> If yes, at what rate ($2/hr or whatever).

> Do you receive extra compensation if you have to go into work to handle an

> emergency?

>

> Do you have a person on call from each specific area of health and safety

> at all times (i.e. an industrial hygenist, a radiation safety person, a

> biosafety person, etc.)?

>

> Are you in academia, government, industry?

>

> Are there any specific aspects of your program that work really well?  If

> so, please specify.

>

> Thank you one and all.

>

> Richie Fink, SM(NRM)   Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  M.I.T.

> rfink@mit.edu

>
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Comments:     Authenticated sender is <ssouder@physres2.uns.tju.edu>

From:         Susan Souder <Susan.Souder@MAIL.TJU.EDU>

Subject:      Vaccinia vaccine

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

Dear Biosafety community,

I am in need of some information.  I would like to know whether

your facilities "require" or "strongly recommend" the Vaccinia vaccine if

researchers are working with Vaccinia. One of our researchers is

reevaluating his position.

Thank you in advance.

Susan Souder

Biosafety Officer

Thomas Jefferson University

215-503-7422

Susan.Souder@mail.tju.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 23 Jan 1998 10:42:50 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Vaccinia vaccine

In-Reply-To:  <B0000106733@physres2.uns.tju.edu>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

At 10:27 AM 1/23/98 +0000, you wrote:

>Dear Biosafety community,

>I am in need of some information.  I would like to know whether

>your facilities "require" or "strongly recommend" the Vaccinia vaccine if

>researchers are working with Vaccinia. One of our researchers is

>reevaluating his position.

>Thank you in advance.

>Susan Souder

>Biosafety Officer

>Thomas Jefferson University

>215-503-7422

>Susan.Souder@mail.tju.edu

>

MIT has gone from recommending it, to not recommending it, to offering it

with pro's and con's explained.  The vaccine is not without risk and the

risk extends to the investigators' families.  There is a period when the

vaccinated person is infectious via contact with the vaccination site and

via contact with exudate from the site.  It is not known whether

vaccination will protect from a high dose exposure that may occur during a

lab accident.  As vaccinia is rarely lethal, rarely more then an annoyance,

is it worth giving a vaccination?

Richard Fink, SM(NRM)

Assoc. Biosafety Officer

Mass. Inst. of Tech.

617-258-5647

rfink@mit.edu
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Date:         Fri, 23 Jan 1998 07:59:15 -0800

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Stuart Rosenberg <stuart@SCRIPPS.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Vaccinia vaccine

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

We offer the vacine to employees working with vaccinia.  We considered

requiring it but we have a number of Vaccinia experts on staff that believe

the vaccine is a greater risk than working with the recombinant vaccinia.

I would estimate that we have approximately 20 people working with vaccinia

and to date only 1-2 have received the vaccine.

hope this helps

sdr

At 10:27 AM 1/23/98 +0000, you wrote:

>Dear Biosafety community,

>I am in need of some information.  I would like to know whether

>your facilities "require" or "strongly recommend" the Vaccinia vaccine if

>researchers are working with Vaccinia. One of our researchers is

>reevaluating his position.

>Thank you in advance.

>Susan Souder

>Biosafety Officer

>Thomas Jefferson University

>215-503-7422

>Susan.Souder@mail.tju.edu

>

>

Stuart D. Rosenberg

The Scripps Research Institute

10550 North Torrey Pines Road

La Jolla, CA 92037

Phone (619)784-8240

Fax   (619)784-8490
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Date:         Fri, 23 Jan 1998 08:31:24 PST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re[2]: Survey, please respond

     Actually, in this case, I'm saving these responses because I'm finding

     some good ideas here that I may want to suggest for our emergency

     response program.  However, I would like to ask contributors to the

     BIOSAFTY list to include an ID line in their messages.  Some systems,

     mine included (unfortunately), do not show the message originator,

     only the reflector site.  Without knowing who sent the message, I

     can't respond directly when a list response is inappropriate.  Thanks.

     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D.

     Biosafety Officer

     UC San Francisco

     415-476-2097

     ehs%glennf@ccmail.ucsf.edu

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Re: Survey, please respond

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    1/22/98 8:07 PM

Rich, wouldn't it be better for persons to respond to your request

directly to you rather than fill the mail boxes of those who don't need

to know?

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 23 Jan 1998 10:46:55 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Scott Rusk <srusk@NADC.ARS.USDA.GOV>

Subject:      Re[2]: Survey, please respond -Reply

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

I agree 300 percent!!!!  Not including complete sender info is one of the

least credible aspects of the BIOSAFTY list .  Moderated list services

usually require full info before posting.  We all should follow this practice

as a common courtesy.

Scott Rusk, Director

Environmental Health & Safety

USDA, National Animal Disease Center

515-239-8258

srusk@nadc.ars.usda.gov

>>> Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU> 01/23/98

10:31am >>>

     Actually, in this case, I'm saving these responses because I'm finding

     some good ideas here that I may want to suggest for our emergency

     response program.  However, I would like to ask contributors to the

     BIOSAFTY list to include an ID line in their messages.  Some systems,

     mine included (unfortunately), do not show the message originator,

     only the reflector site.  Without knowing who sent the message, I

     can't respond directly when a list response is inappropriate.  Thanks.

     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D.

     Biosafety Officer

     UC San Francisco

     415-476-2097

     ehs%glennf@ccmail.ucsf.edu

______________________________ Reply Separator

_________________________________

Subject: Re: Survey, please respond

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at

INTERNET

Date:    1/22/98 8:07 PM

Rich, wouldn't it be better for persons to respond to your request

directly to you rather than fill the mail boxes of those who don't need

to know?
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Date:         Fri, 23 Jan 1998 12:03:26 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Sue Pedrick <spedric@CLEMSON.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Hepatitis A

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

At 07:35 AM 1/22/98 -0800, Melina Young wrote:

>I agree that it would be wise to offer Hepatitis A vaccine for those

>working around human sewage.  However, the argument I always get from our

>occupational medicine office is that there is nothing in CDC's literature

>that suggests that they are one of the groups to be vaccinated.  Maybe you

>should start there and not with OSHA.

>

>As an example, check this webste.

>

>

>http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/diseases/hepatitis/hepabro.htm

>

>Melinda Young

>

The last sentence of this very informative website reads:  "Adequate

chlorination of water, as recommended in the United States, kills HAV."  I

would assume this covers both toilet and sewer water in chlorinated systems.

How easy (and inexpensive) it would be if a little chlorine in the water can

protect us from HAV.  Perhaps this is part of the rationale behind the CDC's

stance on the subject.  Does anyone have any further documentation either

pro or con?

Sue Pedrick, RN, BSN, COHN-S

Occupational Health Nurse

Clemson University

Clemson, SC 29634-1702
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Date:         Fri, 23 Jan 1998 11:05:21 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Michael Betlach <MBetlach@PROMEGA.COM>

Subject:      Re: Vaccinia vaccine

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Here at Promega we require vaccination for those who use the

virus...though we're working to eliminate virus use by cloning the

target proteins we obtain from virus-infected cultures into other

expression systems.

Michael Betlach, Biosafety Officer, Promega Corp.

> -----Original Message-----

> From: Susan Souder [SMTP:Susan.Souder@MAIL.TJU.EDU]

> Sent: Friday, January 23, 1998 4:28 AM

> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:      Vaccinia vaccine

>

> Dear Biosafety community,

> I am in need of some information.  I would like to know whether

> your facilities "require" or "strongly recommend" the Vaccinia vaccine

> if

> researchers are working with Vaccinia. One of our researchers is

> reevaluating his position.

> Thank you in advance.

> Susan Souder

> Biosafety Officer

> Thomas Jefferson University

> 215-503-7422

> Susan.Souder@mail.tju.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 23 Jan 1998 09:11:46 PST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Vaccinia vaccine

     Hi, susan -

     We have several "canned" health surveillance programs at UCSF, each of

     which applies to investigators working with certain types of material.

     One of these is the "orthopoxvirus" program, which is directed mainly

     toward the vaccinia users.  It requires that all individuals who will

     be working with vaccinia virus (1) be medically screened for

     conditions that would significantly increase their risk of infection,

     (2) be offered vaccination after having been advised of conditions

     that would contraindicate vaccination, and (3) receive focused

     training on the safe handling of orthopoxviruses.  We cannot require

     that an individual be vaccinated but we do protect the PI's

     prerogative to decide whether to allow an unvaccinated employee to

     work with the agent(s).

     As a secondary (but very important) issue, my IBC is especially

     concerned about several of our PIs who propose to create vaccinia

     vectors carrying genes that code for human proteins. Since vaccinia

     vectors typically retain their infectivity for humans, such a

     construct would be a "super virus" potentially capable of inducing an

     autoimmune response, an autoimmune-mediated disease or even

     life-threatening conditions.  For example, imagine a vaccinia vector

     carrying the gene for human myelin protein.  The Committee members are

     not convinced that even vaccination would protect against this threat.

     With vaccine-enhanced immunity, the antigen must be present long

     enough to trigger the anamnestic response; is this long enough to

     initiate the autoimmune response as well?  As a result, we are looking

     very carefully at all PIs who want to generate vaccinia vectors.

     Hope this helps ...

     - Glenn

     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D.

     Biosafety Officer

     UC San Francisco

     415-476-2097

     ehs%glennf@ccmail.ucsf.edu

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Vaccinia vaccine

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    1/23/98 7:19 AM

Dear Biosafety community,

I am in need of some information.  I would like to know whether

your facilities "require" or "strongly recommend" the Vaccinia vaccine if

researchers are working with Vaccinia. One of our researchers is

reevaluating his position.

Thank you in advance.

Susan Souder

Biosafety Officer

Thomas Jefferson University

215-503-7422

Susan.Souder@mail.tju.edu
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Date:         Fri, 23 Jan 1998 12:37:14 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Lisa Johnson <johnsonl@ODRGE.ODR.GEORGETOWN.EDU>

Subject:      Transgenic animal policy

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

In follow-up to a request posted in mid-December, our IBC (Institutional

Biosafety Committee) is preparing to develop a policy on the safety aspects

and requirements for the production of transgenic animals. Specifically, we

are looking for written guidances or programs that address biosafety-related

safe handling procedures, personal protective equipment, and administrative

and engineering controls.  Any suggestions would be appreciated.

Lisa A. Johnson

Safety Specialist/ Health Physicist

Office of Environmental Health & Safety

Georgetown University Medical Center

Washington D.C. 20007

202-687-4712

johnsonl@odrge.odr.georgetown.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 19 Jan 1998 12:46:21 PST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Laura B. Newton" <newtonl@PTD.NET>

Subject:      Re: Audit checklists

In-Reply-To:  <01BD2293.A54F0C80@oh-nt-srv1.hss.oh.man.ac.uk>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="ISO-8859-1"; X-MAPIextension=".TXT"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Stuart, your checklist was of interest to me, but I have no luck in opening

or reading a binary file.  Can you save it as a .txt file and resend it?

(BInary files also make the whole message hard to download, open, and

delete on my system).

Laura Newton

Newton Health and Safety Associates

Flemington, NJ

newtonl@ptd.net

----------

> Hi Jennifer

>

> Will fax shortly

>

> Do you need an electronic version?

>

> It is a bit crude and in need of revision, and obviously designed for

> compliance

>  with British regulations, but it is a start.

>

> Best Wishes

>

> Stuart Thompson

> Biological Safety Officer

> Health & Safety Services

> University of Manchester

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 23 Jan 1998 16:22:31 PST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Laura B. Newton" <newtonl@PTD.NET>

Subject:      Re: Audit checklists

In-Reply-To:  <01BD2293.A54F0C80@oh-nt-srv1.hss.oh.man.ac.uk>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="ISO-8859-1"; X-MAPIextension=".TXT"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Stuart, could you please save the audit checklist as a .txt file and send

it to me?  My system couldn't handle the attachment as it was formatted,

and has trouble opening your message.  Thanks, Laura Newton  newtonl@ptd.net

----------

> Hi Jennifer

>

> Will fax shortly

>

> Do you need an electronic version?

>

> It is a bit crude and in need of revision, and obviously designed for

> compliance

>  with British regulations, but it is a start.

>

> Best Wishes

>

> Stuart Thompson

> Biological Safety Officer

> Health & Safety Services

> University of Manchester
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Date:         Mon, 26 Jan 1998 09:08:50 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Stefan Wagener <stefan@MSU.EDU>

Subject:      Web-based Training

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Subject: Web-based Training Information Exchange Group

Hi everyone,

It's time to start a new project. Some of you may know about my interest in

training programs on the web, also called web-based training (WBT). For

those of you who don't know exactly what I am talking about, here is the

URL of a website with extensive information:

http://www.filename.com/wbt/index.html

Some of us at ABSA have already started using WBT to provide important

information for their employees. A good example is the bloodborne pathogen

training at Stanford:

http://www-med.stanford.edu/school/HS/BBP/Demo/welcome.html

However, most of us are still in the very beginning of what promises to be

a new and exciting way of training people. This memo is for all of you who

are not only interested in this area, but are seriously considering it as

an additional alternative to conventional training methods. I would like to

communicate with you and explore ways on how we can assist each other in

developing these programs.

One of the ideas is to share common resources. For example, I would like to

establish a pool of images, graphics and related files that can be shared

by everyone and are not copyright protected or cost a fortune. We should be

able to share images like sharps containers, somebody working in or at BSC,

cleaning up a spill, wearing PPE and so on with each other without

reinventing the wheel. Some of us have great libraries of all kinds of

images, which just need to be scanned or converted into a common electronic

format. The thought is to have all these images available on a website for

everyone participating to access and to use in their training programs, not

necessarily limited to WBT.

The next step is sharing common information that is already on the computer

and can easily be modified to be site/location specific. In addition, we

could share information and experiences with certain software programs and

other tools used to establish WBT programs and so on. The options and

possibilities are up to us to develop.

Let me know if you are seriously interested in a WBT Information Exchange

Group and want to actively participate by providing input, experience and

materials for common exchange. Please email me DIRECTLY (stefan@msu.edu)

with your thoughts and comments and I will put everyone on a mailing list

to further pursue this idea.

Again, please don't email back (don't just hit the reply button) to the

BIOSFATY mailing list. Respond directly to me.

Have a great day.

Stefan

(stefan@msu.edu)

------

Stefan Wagener, Ph.D., RBP

Biological Safety Officer

Michigan State University

East Lansing, MI 48824

Email: Stefan@msu.edu
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Date:         Mon, 26 Jan 1998 08:28:51 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Franklin R. Champlin" <franko@RA.MSSTATE.EDU>

Subject:      Good Morning

Mime-Version: 1.0
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Good Morning Beautiful:

I love you Shar.  This weekend was wonderful; it will never be forgotten.  I am

 feeling alittle rough, but I just think of you and all is well. Hope you are

 better once you get cleaned up and around.

I love you SweetHEART

Your Husband

........................................................................

Franklin R. Champlin, Ph.D.

Prof. Microbiol., Joint Prof. Vet. Med. Res.,

   and Biosafety Officer

Department of Biological Sciences

P.O. Drawer GY

Mississippi State, MS 39762

Voice Mail @ (601)325-7595

Fax @ (601)325-7939

.........................................................................
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Date:         Mon, 26 Jan 1998 08:33:36 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Franklin R. Champlin" <franko@RA.MSSTATE.EDU>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

OK guys, I hope there are no biosafety issues today at MSU...it is Monday, I am

 am under the weather (probably El Nino), and I cannot tell the difference

 between my wife's e-mail address and the Biosafety Discussion List address.  I

 love computers.

Sorry, Frank

........................................................................

Franklin R. Champlin, Ph.D.

Prof. Microbiol., Joint Prof. Vet. Med. Res.,

   and Biosafety Officer

Department of Biological Sciences

P.O. Drawer GY

Mississippi State, MS 39762

Voice Mail @ (601)325-7595

Fax @ (601)325-7939

.........................................................................

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 26 Jan 1998 09:09:26 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Franklin R. Champlin" <franko@RA.MSSTATE.EDU>

Subject:      Whoops

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

OK colleagues, I deserve the Spam; sorry again.  For the concerned or curious,

 our wonderful weekend involved self imposed quarentine with head colds.  Sorry

 if I disappoint.  But I do know how Bill Clinton must feel today.

It may be years before you hear from me again except thru registered mail.

Frank

........................................................................

Franklin R. Champlin, Ph.D.

Prof. Microbiol., Joint Prof. Vet. Med. Res.,

   and Biosafety Officer

Department of Biological Sciences

P.O. Drawer GY

Mississippi State, MS 39762

Voice Mail @ (601)325-7595

Fax @ (601)325-7939

.........................................................................

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 27 Jan 1998 10:08:07 +1000

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Sonya Watson <s.watson@QUT.EDU.AU>

Subject:      Re: Audit checklists

MIME-version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Dear Biosafety people,

I have been following the discussion on audit checklists with great

interest, and like Laura have been having problems opening the attachments.

 I am just about to embark on our first detailed audit for biohazardous

substances, and I would really appreciate ANY information regarding audit

checklists in order to save me 're-inventing the wheel'!!

Stuart, if its not too much trouble, could you please send the audit

checklist as a .txt file to me at s.watson@qut.edu.au.

Thanking you in advance,

At 04:22 PM 23/01/98 -0800, you wrote:

>Stuart, could you please save the audit checklist as a .txt file and send

>it to me?  My system couldn't handle the attachment as it was formatted,

>and has trouble opening your message.  Thanks, Laura Newton  newtonl@ptd.net

>

>----------

>> Hi Jennifer

>>

>> Will fax shortly

>>

>> Do you need an electronic version?

>>

>> It is a bit crude and in need of revision, and obviously designed for

>> compliance

>>  with British regulations, but it is a start.

>>

>> Best Wishes

>>

>> Stuart Thompson

>> Biological Safety Officer

>> Health & Safety Services

>> University of Manchester

>

>

        ************************************

        Sonya Watson

        Health and Safety Adviser

        School of Life Sciences

        Queensland University of Technology

        2 George Street

        GPO Box 2434

        BRISBANE  QLD  4001

        AUSTRALIA

        Tel:    61 7 3864 5149

        Fax:    61 7 3864 1534

        Email:  s.watson@qut.edu.au

        http:   //www.life.sci.edu.au/

        ************************************

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 27 Jan 1998 12:03:31 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Debra Hunt <hunt0009@MC.DUKE.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Hep A/sewage/aerosols

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Sounds like a toilet to me!!! I recall reading an article in Applied

Microbiology over 10 years ago that involved bioaerosol sampling in public

restrooms.  The results were eye-opening!!  I would have to look this up in

my "archives".  Bottom line...same risk as in a public toilet.

Debbie Hunt

Biological Safety

Duke University

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 27 Jan 1998 13:39:55 EST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "karen b. byers" <Karen=B.=Byers%SS%DFCI@EYE.DFCI.HARVARD.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Hep A/sewage/aerosols

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

`

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 27 Jan 1998 15:10:43 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         FRANCIS COLE <FCOLE@OCHSNER.ORG>

Subject:      Mailing address and contact person at HHMI for training videos

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Could anyone please provide?  I can't seem to raise them through the

web?  Francis

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 27 Jan 1998 15:40:40 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "LouAnn C. Burnett" <lburnett@UIUC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Mailing address and contact person at HHMI for training videos

In-Reply-To:  <s4cdf900.042@ochsner.org>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Francis--I didn't have any trouble getting into the WWW site--here's the

address from that site.

Howard Hughes Medical Institute

     Office of Laboratory Safety

     4000 Jones Bridge Road

     Chevy Chase, MD 20815-6789

     Fax: (301) 215-8828

LouAnn

-------------------------------------------------------------------

LouAnn C. Burnett

Assistant Director, Environmental Health & Safety

Biological Safety Section

Division of Environmental Health & Safety

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

217-244-7362 (office)     217-244-6594 (fax)

--------------------------------------------------------------------

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 27 Jan 1998 16:43:52 EST

Reply-To:     speaker@ehs.psu.edu

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Curt Speaker <speaker@SAFETY-1.SAFETY.PSU.EDU>

Organization: University Safety - Penn State Univ

Subject:      Re: Mailing address and contact person at HHMI for training vide

In-Reply-To:  <s4cdf900.042@ochsner.org>

Francis:

Contact:

W. Emmett Barkley, Ph. D.

Director of Laboratory Safety

4000 Jones Bridge Road

Chevy Chase, Maryland 20815-6789

I don't think HHMI is up on the web (yet).

Hope this helps...

Curt

Curt Speaker

Biosafety Officer

Penn State University

Environmental Health and Safety

speaker@ehs.psu.edu

http://www.ehs.psu.edu

^...^

(O_O)

=(Y)=

 """

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 27 Jan 1998 15:59:17 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         FRANCIS COLE <FCOLE@OCHSNER.ORG>

Subject:      Thanks for HHMI info, got it

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Tx.  Francis

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 27 Jan 1998 16:27:52 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Michael Betlach <MBetlach@PROMEGA.COM>

Subject:      Re: 40 CFR 725 and rDNA regulations

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Cheri Marcham wrote:

> Ok, I got a copy of 40 CFR 725, "Reporting Requirements and Review

> Processes for Microorganisms".  I have tried to read it.  Anybody out

> there that can translate it for me into what I need to look for and do

> for a biomedical research facility?

40CFR725 focuses on commercial applications of microorganisms, and in

brief is the EPA's (belated) rule-making regulating facilities that

manufacture microorganisms for commercial purposes--examples, perhaps,

would include companies making Bacillus thuringensis and other microbial

insecticides, those producing oil-eating microbes for bioremediation,

and similar companies. The authority for the rule comes from TSCA, the

toxic substances control act.

It is unlikely that this regulation applies to your facility, since

you're probably not engaged in the commercial activities included.

The rule is a result of an attempt to coordinate Federal Government

agency policy to divide responsibilities for 'biotechnology'. (Fed.

Register "Principles for Federal Oversight of Biotechnology, July 31,

1990) NIH promulgated the familiar regulations; NSF, as far as I know,

has not. FDA has responsiblity for human health; USDA handles

agricultural applications; EPA got the others. The EPA as part of its

rule-making exempted certain microorganisms/facilities from the

regulation. The materials the agency prepared regarding health and

environmental risks of E. coli K-12 were quite good. If I recall

correctly, Saccharomyces, Aspergillus, and some other microorganisms

used to produce food enzymes were also exempted.

Regarding other Federal rDNA regulations, CDC refers to NIH Guidelines

in the Select Agent application materials. Various other Federal grant

agencies (including Dept. of Defense) similarly refer to the NIH

Guidelines.

Does anyone in the discussion group have an updated summary of rDNA

regulations that form the 'coordinated framework for regulation of

biotechnology?

Michael Betlach

Promega Corp.

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 27 Jan 1998 15:14:47 PST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Mailing address and contact person at HHMI for training

     Hi, Francis --

     Try getting in through the HHMI home page at http://www.hhmi.org/.

     Note that it's not a .com like so many other URLs.  I just tried it

     and it popped open immediately.

     -- Glenn

     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D.

     Biosafety Officer

     UC San Francisco

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Mailing address and contact person at HHMI for training vide

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    1/27/98 2:09 PM

Could anyone please provide?  I can't seem to raise them through the

web?  Francis

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 28 Jan 1998 09:37:21 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         FRANCIS COLE <FCOLE@OCHSNER.ORG>

Subject:      Re: Mailing address and contact person at HHMI for training -Reply

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Glenn, I just tried the new hhmi address as internet:http://www.hhmi/org.

on Netscape and as an e-mail address and had no luck, URL not

available to my computer?  Thanks anyway, Francis

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 28 Jan 1998 09:48:43 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         FRANCIS COLE <FCOLE@OCHSNER.ORG>

Subject:      Re: Mailing address and contact person at HHMI for training -Reply

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Hi Glenn, Got it, did not need the period at the end of address, org/.  If

there's any chance of an error, I'll make it.  Thanks again.  Francis

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 28 Jan 1998 09:55:41 PST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re[2]: Mailing address and contact person at HHMI for traini

     Francis -  Be sure the URL you entered is not what you show in your

     original message to me (below).  It needs to be "...hhmi.org", not

     "...hhmi/org".  If that's not it, I'm afraid your problem's out of my

     league.   -- Glenn

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Re: Mailing address and contact person at HHMI for training

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    1/28/98 7:42 AM

Glenn, I just tried the new hhmi address as internet:http://www.hhmi/org.

on Netscape and as an e-mail address and had no luck, URL not

available to my computer?  Thanks anyway, Francis

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 28 Jan 1998 15:18:08 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         FRANCIS COLE <FCOLE@OCHSNER.ORG>

Subject:      Re[2]: Mailing address and contact person at HHMI for traini

              -Reply

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Thanks Glenn, everything AOK. Francis

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 29 Jan 1998 12:14:45 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Fran Martin <fmartin@CCSINC.COM>

Subject:      Re: Videos, software etc.

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

You might want to check out the US EPA's Lab Safety training CD-ROM.  It's

not biosafety-specific, but may be useful.

It's available through a distributor for about $100.  Check out

http://www.env-sol.com

Fran

At 04:03 PM 1/16/98 +0100, you wrote:

>Hi all,

>

>I would be grateful if any of you provided me with information on Videos,

>software and any other type of multimedia dealing with lab safety.

>

>I'm  responsible for the operation of the Biosafety Information Network

>and Advisory Service (http://binas.unido.org/binas) maintained by the

>United Nations Industrial Development Organisation.  The Service deals

>essentially with environmental applications of GMOs.

>

>A number of  laboratory workers in the developing world have approached

>us requesting information on videos, etc. that they could use to train

>people in biosafety.

>

>Your help would be much appreciated

>

>Regards,

>

>

>

>George T. Tzotzos (Ph.D)

>

>Biotechnology Programme Coordinator

>UNIDO, ITPD/TS

>Wagramerstrasse 5

>Vienna A-1400

>Austria

>

>Tel: (+43-1) 21131 4336

>Fax: (+43-1) 21131 6810

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 29 Jan 1998 12:39:43 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Deanna S. Robbins" <drobbins@UMARYLAND.EDU>

Subject:      Xenotransplantation Guidelines

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

Has anyone heard of  recent updates on the Xenotransplantation Draft =

Guidelines that FDA has been involved with? Have the Guidelines been =

finalized? Is there a website to download the most recent "edition."?=20

Any info appreciated!

Deanna Robbins

VA Medical Center

Baltimore, MD

Drobbins@umaryland.edu

410-605-7000 ext. 6485

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 29 Jan 1998 14:20:02 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Pamela Hubley <Pamela_Hubley@MILLIPORE.COM>

Subject:      OSHA BBP

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Can I do a reality check here?

If someone were going to be working with small quantities, say 200 ml., of

1% human IGg in water under low to moderate pressure, would your

institution require physical shielding of the equipment to prevent

potential spraying in the event something were to come loose?  Or would you

say good PPE would be sufficient?  If it were pure human IGg, there would

be no question of shielding, but does 1% qualify ????

Thanks in advance to all those who offer their opinion.

Pamela Hubley, CIH, CSP

Millipore Corporation

EMAIL: pamela_hubley@millipore.com

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 29 Jan 1998 16:37:49 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: OSHA BBP

In-Reply-To:  <8525659B.006986BC.00@MilliGust.Millipore.com>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

I would say neither.  I would leave it up to the exposure control officer

for that area to evaluate the risk to the employee and then specify the

minimum ppe, engineering control asn work parctices necessary to protect

the employee.

Begininng with is 1% human IGg a BBP?  Unless I can prove from it's

pedigree that it is non-infectious, yessir!

Bob

>Can I do a reality check here?

>

>If someone were going to be working with small quantities, say 200 ml., of

>1% human IGg in water under low to moderate pressure, would your

>institution require physical shielding of the equipment to prevent

>potential spraying in the event something were to come loose?  Or would you

>say good PPE would be sufficient?  If it were pure human IGg, there would

>be no question of shielding, but does 1% qualify ????

>

>Thanks in advance to all those who offer their opinion.

>

>Pamela Hubley, CIH, CSP

>Millipore Corporation

>EMAIL: pamela_hubley@millipore.com

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 29 Jan 1998 16:10:35 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Michael Betlach <MBetlach@PROMEGA.COM>

Subject:      Re: Xenotransplantation Guidelines information

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Check out the FDA web site:  http://www.fda.gov/

The CBER site search engine turned up an announcement for "Developing

U.S. Public Health Service Policy in Xenotransplantation" Jan 21 and 22,

1998 in Bethesda.  There were also notes from a subcommittee meeting in

early December, and a link to the Draft Guideline notice published Sept

23, 1996. ...looks like the draft guideline has not been finalized yet.

Michael Betlach, Promega Corp.

> -----Original Message-----

> From: Deanna S. Robbins [SMTP:drobbins@UMARYLAND.EDU]

> Sent: Thursday, January 29, 1998 11:40 AM

> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:      Xenotransplantation Guidelines

>

> Has anyone heard of  recent updates on the Xenotransplantation Draft

> Guidelines that FDA has been involved with? Have the Guidelines been

> finalized? Is there a website to download the most recent "edition."?

> Any info appreciated!

>

> Deanna Robbins

> VA Medical Center

> Baltimore, MD

> Drobbins@umaryland.edu

> 410-605-7000 ext. 6485

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 30 Jan 1998 12:44:41 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         John Keene <jkeene@EROLS.COM>

Organization: Biohaztec

Subject:      Re: OSHA BBP

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

OSHA considers any human blood product potentially infectious unless you

can demonstrate that it is free of potential pathogens.  Since there are

pathogens out there that we do not have tests for, ALL HUMAN BLOOD NO

MATTER THE CONCENTRATION HAS THE POTENTIAL FOR TRANSMISSION OF BBP'S!!!

The BBP standard is a performance standard and does not dictate what

type of engineering controls, PPE, etc. should be used to protect

workers.  It only states that you have to recognize the potential for

exposure and appropriately protect the worker.  Therefore, it is up to

you to decide the method of protection once you have recognized that

there may be a mechanism for exposure.  Do you need to shield the

device, contain it in a biosafety cabinet, or otherwise minimize the

potential for exposure in this instance? Answer:Yes.  How, is up to

you.  Remember, most of the pathogens that could be present in blood

fall minimally in the BSL-2 category with some being BSL-3 or higher.

For blood products, BSL-2 is probably the most appropriate level of

containment, therefore consider what you would do at BSL-2 and act

accordingly.

=========================================================================

Date:         Sat, 31 Jan 1998 15:45:26 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         paul rubock <rubockpa@UMDNJ.EDU>

Subject:      Fianl case of small pox transmission

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=ISO-8859-1

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

A long time ago in graduate school, I remember hearing that the very last

 smallpox fatality

occurred like this:  While the WHO vaccination program had eliminated all

 transmission in endemic

areas (by the late 1970's), the variola virus continued to be used in various

 types of research

activities including at a laboratory in London.  A technician working in another

 part of that

facility became invfected with smallpox and died, presumably because the virus

 escaped from the

laboratory through the ventilation system.  I have been relating this incident

 in training sessions

for a number years when discussing containment criteria for pathogens; here, to

 illustrate the

greater risk from agents with the potential for airborne transmission.

It's been a long time since I heard of this incident and I was wondering if this

 story jibes with

what any of you might have heard.  And, does anyone have a reference for this

 incident.

Thanks in advance,

Paul Rubock

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 2 Feb 1998 00:07:21 +0300

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         HALEEM MAHMOUD SAID <mshaleem@DPC.KFUPM.EDU.SA>

Subject:      Re: OSHA BBP

In-Reply-To:  <34D21188.7A68@erols.com>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

On Fri, 30 Jan 1998, John Keene wrote:

> OSHA considers any human blood product potentially infectious unless you

> can demonstrate that it is free of potential pathogens.  Since there are

> pathogens out there that we do not have tests for, ALL HUMAN BLOOD NO

> MATTER THE CONCENTRATION HAS THE POTENTIAL FOR TRANSMISSION OF BBP'S!!!

> The BBP standard is a performance standard and does not dictate what

> type of engineering controls, PPE, etc. should be used to protect

> workers.  It only states that you have to recognize the potential for

> exposure and appropriately protect the worker.  Therefore, it is up to

> you to decide the method of protection once you have recognized that

> there may be a mechanism for exposure.  Do you need to shield the

> device, contain it in a biosafety cabinet, or otherwise minimize the

> potential for exposure in this instance? Answer:Yes.  How, is up to

> you.  Remember, most of the pathogens that could be present in blood

> fall minimally in the BSL-2 category with some being BSL-3 or higher.

> For blood products, BSL-2 is probably the most appropriate level of

> containment, therefore consider what you would do at BSL-2 and act

> accordingly.

>

Hi everyone

Excuse my ignorance but is BSL and how are catogarized.

Thanks.

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 2 Feb 1998 12:15:16 +0000

Reply-To:     allan.bennett@camr.org.uk

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Comments:     Authenticated sender is <allan.bennett@[172.31.31.27]>

From:         Allan Bennett <allan.bennett@CAMR.ORG.UK>

Organization: camr.org.uk

Subject:      Re: Fianl case of small pox transmission

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

The incident took place in Birmingham in 1978. It is described

in detail in an official investigation normally refered to as

the Shooter Report. The official title is "Report of the

investigation into the cause of the 1978 Birmingham smallpox

outbreak". It was printed in 1980 by HMSO.  I think it is a

valuable document for any biosafety officer as it raises many

pertinent issues such as the head scientist in the laboratory

also acting as the safety officer and corners being cut to meet

working deadlines. There was also a previous smallpox outbreak

in London in the early seventies which I think was caused by non

vaccinated personnel using equipment in the smallpox lab. The

index case infected two others while in hospital

Regards,

Allan Bennett

::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

Allan Bennett

Biosafety Investigation Unit

Centre for Applied Microbiology and Research

Porton Down, Salisbury, SP4 OJG, UK

Tel 44 (0)1980 612392

Fax 44 (0)1980 611384
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Stuart Thompson <Stuart.Thompson@MAN.AC.UK>

Subject:      FW: Last smallpox cases
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Information from Dr David Veale, University of Warwick, U.K., who had difficulty

 replying directly to the original request:

(forwarded by Dr Stuart Thompson, University of Manchester)

You are confusing the Birmingham incident with the earlier laboratory

associated outbreak at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical

Medicine (in 1973) where a person visiting the smallpox laboratory

became infected and subsequently appears to have transmitted the

infection to two other people who died.  The LSHTM incident was the

subject of a government inquiry (the Cox Report; Cmnd 5626 HMSO

London June 1974).

The Birmingham incident was also the subject of a government inquiry

(the Shooter Report; Report of the investigation into the cause of

the 1978 Birmingham smallpox occurrence; HMSO ISBN 0-10-266880-9).

Briefly, on 24th August, 1978, Mrs Parker, a technician in the

Anatomy Department at the University of Birmingham was diagnosed as

having smallpox.  She died on 11th September 1978.  Her mother, Mrs

Whitcomb, also became infected but survived being discharged from

hospital on 11-9-78 (and thus, presumably, the last known case).

Mrs Parker worked as a photographer in the same building as the

smallpox lab but in a different department.  No clear route of

transmission was ever established.  There was a system of

interconnecting ducts of which a lot was made and she also had some

proffesional contacts with people working in the smallpox lab.  The

standard of containment in the lab would be considered as grossly

inadequate by today's standard, though would have been considered

adequate by many at the time.  The University was prosecuted by the

HSE but was aquitted.

Lab acquired smallpox is relatively rare and seems to have surfaced

at a time when vaccination of the general population was falling into

disuse.
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         DOBLHOFF-DIER OTTO <doblhoff@EDV2.BOKU.AC.AT>

Organization: Universitaet fuer Bodenkultur Wien

Subject:      Conference reminder

Dear Biosafety Netters,

I would like to remind you, that the conference

A Strengthened Biological and Toxin Weapons  Convention (BTWC):

Potential Implications for Biotechnology

will be held in Vienna, 28. - 29. May 1998

Institute of Applied Microbiology, Vienna,Austria

The registration deadline for early registrations (2000 Austrian

Schilling approx. 180 US$) will end 28. Feb. 98, later registrations

will be 2700 Austrian Schilling. We have kept the conference fee

really low, to enable a greater number of participants also from

academic institions and oversees.

 The confernce is an  international information and discussion

forum on the potential    implications for biotechnology R&D and

production of the legally binding protocol being negotiated to

strengthen the BTWC

As you are well aware of, this international legally binding

protocol will have consequences for industry and academic

institutions. Inspection routines, export and import restricitions

will be implemented. This conference should be the possibility for

biotechnologist to get first hand information on these

develpopments and influence decisions.

The full program is available from the conference homepage

http://www.boku.ac.at/iam/efb/btwc.htm

or by contacting me via Email.

Hope to see you ALL in Vienna

Otto

Otto Doblhoff-Dier, Inst. Appl. Microbiol, Univ. Agric.,

Nussdorfer Laende 11, A-1190 Vienna, Austria, Europe

Tel: *43-1-36006-6204    Fax:*43-1-3697615

EMAIL: doblhoff@edv2.boku.ac.at

WWW: http://www.boku.ac.at/iam/efb/doblhoff/doblhoff.htm
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Melissa Nellis <nelli001@MAROON.TC.UMN.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Final case of small pox transmission

In-Reply-To:  <199801312045.PAA26907@njmsa.UMDNJ.EDU>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

See article entitled "Science in Europe: Smallpox Death in Britain

Challenges Presumption of Laboratory Safety" by N. Hawkes,  Science,

Vol.203, 2 March 1979

_______________________________________________________________

  Melissa A. Nellis, MPH

  Research Biosafety Specialist     Phone:(612)626-5892

  University of Minnesota           FAX:  (612)624-1949

  Environmental Health and Safety

  Boynton Health Service W-140

  410 Church St. SE

  Minneapolis, Minnesota 55455      nelli001@maroon.tc.umn.edu

_______________________________________________________________
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Debra Hunt <hunt0009@MC.DUKE.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Fianl case of small pox transmission
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A review of the incident can also be found in the journal Science vol. 203,

March 2, 1979.  I also use this in my biosafety lectures as an important

lesson in not only laboratory safety but also politics.  Read the article

and you will see.  Our own John Richardson (when he was Director of the

Office of Biosafety at CDC) was called by the WHO to audit the laboratory

before the woman was infected.  Unfortunately, his evaluation of the lab

did not reach the authorities until it was too late.  He found that the lab

did not meet WHO standards for its work and recommended that the lab be

upgraded as soon as possible. I suggest that all biosafety professionals

read this article.

Debbie Hunt

Duke University
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Reply-To:     speaker@ehs.psu.edu

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Curt Speaker <speaker@SAFETY-1.SAFETY.PSU.EDU>

Organization: University Safety - Penn State Univ

Subject:      UV lamp effectiveness article

I need someone's help!:

Several years ago I had an article from a safety/IH journal that

discussed the inherent problems with UV germicidal lamps; i.e., the

intensity of the wavelength that is most effective at cleaving DNA

falls off dramatically after a few weeks without a perceived change

in light intensity.

A researcher here at Penn State has asked me for this article, which

I of course cannot locate at the moment.

Does anyone out there in Biosafetyland know what I am talking about?

Is it available electronically?  Would someone mind faxing me a copy

(fax # is 814 863-7427)???

Your assistance in this matter is most appreciated...TIA

Curt Speaker

Curt Speaker

Biosafety Officer

Penn State University

Environmental Health and Safety

speaker@ehs.psu.edu

http://www.ehs.psu.edu
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         paul rubock <rubockpa@UMDNJ.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Fianl case of small pox transmission
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I would like to thank everyone for their helpful replies re: the last case of

 smallpox.

Paul Rubock
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Ed Krisiunas <EKrisiunas@AOL.COM>

Subject:      glutaraldehyde
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Good day to all:

Has the  ACGIH changed the ceiling threshold for glutaraldehyde from 0.2 ppm

to 0.05 ppm? I saw a "Notice of Intended Changes" for this. I know 0.05 ppm is

now the MEL recommended by the Health and Safety Executive in the UK. I

believe NIOSH still has 0.20 ppm.

Thanks for any assistance.

Regards,

Ed Krisiunas, MT(ASCP), CIC, MPH

Consultant

Spectrum

115 Lyons Road

Burlington, Connecticut

06013

860-675-1217

860-675-1311 (fax)

ekrisiunas@aol.com
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Reply-To:     speaker@ehs.psu.edu

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Curt Speaker <speaker@SAFETY-1.SAFETY.PSU.EDU>

Organization: University Safety - Penn State Univ

Subject:      Infectious Waste Disposal Costs

Another question for the group (I'm full of questions lately :-):

What do Biosafety folks think about the future of infectious waste

disposal costs???  Will changes in the Clean Air Act Regs cause

existing medical waste incinerators to retrofit their emissions

controls, driving costs up?  Or have disposal prices

pretty much stabilized and will stay where they are?

We are evaluating the financial viability of continueing to burn red

bag waste in our new pathological incinerator, and would appreciate

any input you folks could provide.

 I would especially like to hear from other Big Ten (11) schools to

see how they are managing their infectious waste.

Private email is fine; if there is enough interest I will post a

summary to the group.

Thanks a lot!

Curt

Curt Speaker

Biosafety Officer

Penn State University

Environmental Health and Safety

speaker@ehs.psu.edu

http://www.ehs.psu.edu
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "daniel f. liberman" <dliberma@EROLS.COM>

Subject:      Re: glutaraldehyde
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Ed Krisiunas wrote:

>

> Good day to all:

>

> Has the  ACGIH changed the ceiling threshold for glutaraldehyde from 0.2 ppm

> to 0.05 ppm? I saw a "Notice of Intended Changes" for this. I know 0.05 ppm is

> now the MEL recommended by the Health and Safety Executive in the UK. I

> believe NIOSH still has 0.20 ppm.

>

> Thanks for any assistance.

>

> Regards,

>

> Ed Krisiunas, MT(ASCP), CIC, MPH

> Consultant

> Spectrum

> 115 Lyons Road

> Burlington, Connecticut

> 06013

> 860-675-1217

> 860-675-1311 (fax)

> ekrisiunas@aol.com

Ed. I believe that there is a note associated with the ACGIH value of

0.05 which indicates that this lower level is proposed.

Dan Liberman

Biology Department

MIT
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Erik Talley <erik@CEHS.SIU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Infectious Waste Disposal Costs
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This has been a big topic of discussion for our office in recent months.

We shut down our pathological waste incinerator permanently because of

some Title V Permit field inspections (firing temperature, opacity, etc)

this past summer. Plastic may be a great product, but not in a Goddard

incinerator from the early '60s.

We have been using an large nationwide outside disposal company since

August. We estimate it will cost us $36,000/year for disposal. That's a

lot more than $0/year we were paying. Initial thoughts were it would be

worthwile to put in a new incinerator. If anyone has really read the new

regs and looked into the situation, they might think otherwise.

We also talked to our local hospital who has done a cost comparison of

hauling to on-site disposal. They said they will likely shut down their

incinerator and haul when the time comes.

Will we be paying more in coming years? I think that's a very good

question to be asking. Before we shipped to our current contractor, we

performed an on-site audit of their St. Louis incinerator. It's amazing

how little these types of incinerators have been regulated. When asked

about the new regs and how they would affect this incinerator, I was

told "this one would likely be shut down but they would always have an

option for disposing of our biological waste." Even now, they are trying

to send a lot to industrial autoclaves.

Overall, I think the new regs. will have the effect EPA wanted by

passing the regs. We are looking to spending the money we would have

used for incineration to increased training to our generators, waste

minimization strategies, etc.

This is just our situation at SIU. Everyone obviously has different

situations. We aren't saying we are planning on continuing hauling, but

I never would have thought about it 6 months ago and now it is one of my

top 3 options.

Erik

-----Original Message-----

From: Curt Speaker [mailto:speaker@SAFETY-1.SAFETY.PSU.EDU]

Sent: Wednesday, February 04, 1998 3:56 PM

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject: Infectious Waste Disposal Costs

Another question for the group (I'm full of questions lately :-):

What do Biosafety folks think about the future of infectious waste

disposal costs???  Will changes in the Clean Air Act Regs cause

existing medical waste incinerators to retrofit their emissions

controls, driving costs up?  Or have disposal prices

pretty much stabilized and will stay where they are?

We are evaluating the financial viability of continueing to burn red

bag waste in our new pathological incinerator, and would appreciate

any input you folks could provide.

 I would especially like to hear from other Big Ten (11) schools to

see how they are managing their infectious waste.

Private email is fine; if there is enough interest I will post a

summary to the group.

Thanks a lot!

Curt

Curt Speaker

Biosafety Officer

Penn State University

Environmental Health and Safety

speaker@ehs.psu.edu

http://www.ehs.psu.edu
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________________________________________

Erik Talley, Assistant Director

Center for Environmental Health & Safety

Southern Illinois University

erik@cehs.siu.edu
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Judy Pointer <jpointer@NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Infectious Waste Disposal Costs
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Please post your comments about this topic to the group.  Our incinerator

needs some expensive repairs  and we are now debating what to do.  Your

discussion string would be helpful.

Thanks,

Judy Pointer, CBSP

MD Anderson Cancer Center

jpoint@mdacc.tmc.edu
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Jennifer Reader <JENNIFER@EHS.UOGUELPH.CA>

Organization: Environmental Health and Safety

Subject:      Infectious waste costs

When our incinerator was renovated (for lack of a better word),

the permit was amended such that we can burn animal carcasses

only - no paper, plastic, sharps containers, bags, and all those

other good things that used to go into it.  All that stuff now

had to go off site.

The local landfill will take non-infectious wastes (such as

surgical drapes, used IV bags, autoclaved blood tubes, and

autoclaved sharps).  This keeps costs down considerably since we

do our own hauling and you pay by the ton rather than by the

kilo.  We have minimized what goes to the biomed waste hauler

(really yukky red bag wastes out of surgery, human blood product

contaminated items from depts without autoclaves, chemo stuff).

Since we are a vet hospital we have more latitude than a human

hospital in terms of the "infectious" nature of the material.

I think prices will definitely go up if incinerators start

closing down.  Simple economics.  If you can strike a deal with

the local landfill, do it.  It will save you a lot of money.

Jennifer Reader, B.S., M.S.P.H.

Hazardous Materials Safety Officer

Environmental Health and Safety

University of Guelph

Guelph, Ontario N1G 2W1   Canada

519-824-4120 X3190    Fax 519-824-0364

e-Mail  jennifer@ehs.uoguelph.ca
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From:         Judy Pointer <jpointer@NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU>

Subject:      Vero cells
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Need an opinion from the group.

Subject - handling vero cells (African Green Monkey Kidney - established

cell line) in vitro (tissue cultures - different species) and in vivo (nude

mice).

Someone brought up the potential of Marburg disease.  I researched the

orignial Marburg incident in Germany, Yugoslavia - 1967, and decided that

the risk of incidental Marburg Virus contamination (RG 4) from present day

Vero Cell tissue cultures (originally purchased from ATCC) is minimal - so

BSL2 & ABSL2  and BBP precautions should be OK.

Do you agree?  Experiences?

Judy Pointer

jpointer@mdacc.tmc.edu
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Michael Kiley <MPK@ARS.USDA.GOV>

Subject:      Vero cells -Reply
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There should be no worry about contamination of Vero cells, especially

with Marburg. The Marburg episode was due to working with primary

African green monkey kidney cells derived from animals freshly imported

from Uganda. Also, biosafety type precautions at that time were minimal.

While biosafety does not seem to be an issue with these cells they seem

to be a mixture of phenotypes so cloning of cells might be a

consideration.

Mike Kiley
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Education, Continuing" <Contedu@SPH.HARVARD.EDU>

Subject:      Cont. Ed. at Harvard -- NSF Cert. and Biol. Safety Cabinets
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At the Harvard School of Public Health:

Testing and Certification of Biological Safety Cabinets

June 15 - 19, 1998

Course Directors: Melvin W. First, ScD, PE, CIH; Stephen N. Rudnick, ScD,

CIH; John M. Price, MS, CIH, CSP

This course covers all aspects of biosafety cabinet field certification.

You will develop thorough knowledge of the instruments needed for

accurate certification, including calibration techniques that can be

applied by equipment users.  You will work with full-scale equipment in

simulated field situations during two days of hands-on experience in the

laboratory with individual attention from faculty and laboratory

instructors.  Class II cabinets (Types A, B1, B2, B3) from major

manufacturers are available for individual instruction and for practice

of all certification tests.  The NSF written and practical examinations

are offered immediately following the program.

For a complete course brochure and agenda, reply to

contedu@sph.harvard.edu with your full mailing address.

Center for Continuing Professional Education (contedu@sph.harvard.edu)

Harvard School of Public Health

677 Huntington Avenue, LL-23

Boston, MA  02115-6096

Phone: (617) 432-1171

Fax: (617) 432-1969

http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/ccpe/ccpe.html
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re[2]: Infectious Waste Disposal Costs

     We shut down our on-site pathologic incinerator around three years ago

     because it just wasn't cost-effective.  It was a clean incinerator and

     met the stringent Bay Area Air Quality Mgmt. District requirements.

     The residential neighbors weren't fond of it and so political

     pressures to stop operating it were there too.

     We have long used a commercial med waste incinerator for all other red

     bag waste.  Our basic med waste disposal rate is <$0.20 per pound and

     we don't anticipate major changes there.  We are pushing med waste

     minimization and would like folks to autoclave and dispose as solid

     waste but some locations don't have acceptable autoclaves available.

     We are regulated in this area under the California Medical Waste

     Management Act, which may differ significantly from your own local

     regulations.

     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D.

     Biosafety Officer

     UC San Francisco

     415-476-2097

     ehs%glennf@ccmail.ucsf.edu

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Re: Infectious Waste Disposal Costs

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    2/5/98 4:48 AM

Please post your comments about this topic to the group.  Our incinerator

needs some expensive repairs  and we are now debating what to do.  Your

discussion string would be helpful.

Thanks,

Judy Pointer, CBSP

MD Anderson Cancer Center

jpoint@mdacc.tmc.edu
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Vero cells

     Hi, Judy -

     I'm currently developing a policy for UCSF that will clarify the use

     of Vero and other AGMK cells.  I've drafted it and asked Dr. Julia

     Hilliard (the current herpes B expert) to massage it for me.

     Basically, it will require all users of Asian Old World primates

     (genus Macaca, inc. rhesus and cygnomolgus) and their blood, tissues

     or cell cultures to obtain approval of their research by the UCSF

     Biosafety Committee through our Biological Use Authorization (BUA)

     process.  Users of African Old World primates (genera Cercopithecus

     (African green monkeys) and Papio (baboons)) and their blood or

     tissues will also need a BUA but not for routinely working with their

     cells in culture.  Special circumstances may dictate special use

     requirements.

     My rationale is that the Asian OWPs are natural hosts for herpes B and

     the virus can be found in cultures of certain tissues, such as kidney.

     The African OWPs are susceptible to herpes B (now called

     cercopithecine herpesvirus type 1) but succumb to the infection rather

     than carrying the agent without significant illness.  OWPs also carry

     other adventitious agents, such as SIV, STLV, foamy agent, Marburg,

     etc., that present a risk of infection to humans but not, in Julia's

     opinion, through tissue culture.  So it's really only the Asian OWPs

     that present a significant cell culture risk, and that to herpes B.

     If Julia agrees with my interpretation of her guidelines, I'll present

     the draft policy to the Biosafety Committee for ratification, after

     which it will become campus policy.  The BUA will require that all OWP

     users operate under at least BSL2 containment conditions, use general

     and specified "prudent practices", receive special training, and be

     offered post-exposure treatment, follow-up and counseling at no cost.

     No other aspect of the BBP standard will apply.

     -- Glenn

     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D.

     Biosfety Officer

     UC San Francisco

     415-476-2097

     ehs%glennf@ccmail.ucsf.edu

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Vero cells

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    2/5/98 7:22 AM

Need an opinion from the group.

Subject - handling vero cells (African Green Monkey Kidney - established

cell line) in vitro (tissue cultures - different species) and in vivo (nude

mice).

Someone brought up the potential of Marburg disease.  I researched the

orignial Marburg incident in Germany, Yugoslavia - 1967, and decided that

the risk of incidental Marburg Virus contamination (RG 4) from present day

Vero Cell tissue cultures (originally purchased from ATCC) is minimal - so

BSL2 & ABSL2  and BBP precautions should be OK.

Do you agree?  Experiences?

Judy Pointer

jpointer@mdacc.tmc.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 5 Feb 1998 13:50:38 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Infectious Waste Disposal Costs

In-Reply-To:  <862565A2.0045B5B2.00@utm-notes-m2.mdacc.tmc.edu>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

We addressed this issue several years ago when we shut down our

incinerator.  The primary reason was the amount of money that would need to

be spent in order to bring the incinerator up to speed.  Our determination

was that even if we did every thing short of replacing the unit, we could

not garantee that the unit would be able to pass the rules in effect then.

If it did pass then, when we upgraded or repaired later, new rules would

make it impossible for us to comply at a later date.

Bob

>Please post your comments about this topic to the group.  Our incinerator

>needs some expensive repairs  and we are now debating what to do.  Your

>discussion string would be helpful.

>Thanks,

>Judy Pointer, CBSP

>MD Anderson Cancer Center

>jpoint@mdacc.tmc.edu

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety
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Date:         Thu, 5 Feb 1998 14:03:34 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Francis Churchill <fchurchi@ESF.UVM.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Biosafty Archives

In-Reply-To:  <9711051918.AA03553@MIT.MIT.EDU>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Richie,

Recently there wasa discussion about Hep A, which I now want to read more

carefully.  I received the biosafety filist from the list server, but I

don't understand how to access the actual messages.  Can I search by

subject line?

Thanks,

Francis

"Convictions are more dangerous enemies of truth than lies." -- Nietzsche

Francis Churchill, IHIT

University of Vermont - Environmental Safety Facility

655D Spear Street, Burlington, VT  05405-3010

(802) 656-5405

fchurchi@zoo.uvm.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 5 Feb 1998 14:46:37 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Biosafty Archives

In-Reply-To:  <v0302090cb0ffbcfd0d01@[132.198.205.30]>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

To get an archive, send to the listserv:

get biosafty log####

You will then get that log (you can request multiple logs in a single

message).  There is no search via the listserv but once you get a log you

can import it into your word processor and search that way.

Richard Fink, SM(NRM)

Biosafty List Owner

rfink@mit.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 5 Feb 1998 16:18:00 EST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Mann <MANN.RICHARD@NORTHPORT.VA.GOV>

Subject:      Chlorine dioxide vs Bleach

I would appreciate to see the pros and cons of using chlorine dioxide vs

2% bleach solution in the laboratory animal faciity.

Uses would include disinfecting laminar flow hoods, spraying boxes of

newly recieved animal, etc.

Thanks for the input.

Richard Mann, DVM

VMO

VA Northport, NY

e-mail mann.richard@northport.va.gov

tele  516 261 4400  x 2878

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 6 Feb 1998 09:13:42 EST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Ed Krisiunas <EKrisiunas@AOL.COM>

Subject:      Storage of chemicals/Protective clothing when working with NaOH

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit

Good morning all:

1. I have a lab that is using wooden book cases to store chemicals. Acids,

bases, and flammables are stored in appropriate cabinets. Are doors required

for these book cases if they are 7 feet high?

2. How good is tyvek against penetration by NaOH?

Thanks for the replies?

Ed Krisiunas, MT(ASCP), CIC, MPH

Spectrum

115 Lyons Road

Burlington, Connecticut

06013

860-675-1217

860-675-1311(fax)

ekrisiunas@aol.com

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 6 Feb 1998 10:30:20 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Storage of chemicals/Protective clothing when working with

              NaOH

In-Reply-To:  <7879cf8d.34db1a98@aol.com>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

>2. How good is tyvek against penetration by NaOH?

>

>Thanks for the replies?

>

>Ed Krisiunas, MT(ASCP), CIC, MPH

According to Dupont:

Tyvek 1422A breakthrough time (min.) <10    Permeation rate (mg/m2/sec) 0.016

Tyvek P.E.  breakthrough time (min.) >480      Permeation rate (mg/m2/sec)

n.d.

Tyvek Saranex breakthrough time (min.) >480  Permeation rate (mg/m2/sec) n.d.

Tested with NaOH 40%. (P.E. is a coated Tyvek; Saranex is a laminate.)

Gore says that their gore-tex fabric has shown successful penetration

resistance to 50% NaOH based on ASTM F903-84.

Richard Fink, SM(NRM)

Assoc. Biosafety Officer

Mass. Inst. of Tech.

617-258-5647

rfink@mit.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 6 Feb 1998 11:18:21 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Charles H. Ray, Jr." <raychah@MAIL.AUBURN.EDU>

Subject:      confidentiality agreements

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

I am assuming that many of you review research protocols at your

institution in either your job duties or as a result of serving on an

institutional review committee.  As such you will often be asked to review

confidential, privileged or proprietary information included in the

research protocol.  My question is: have you been asked to sign a

confidentiality agreement before review of such protocols?  Is this

required for members of your institutional biosafety committee, your

institutional animal use and welfare committee and/or your human subjects

committee?  My institution is studying the need for such a document to

protect proprietary interests as well as the intellectual property of the

researcher.  If you wish to reply privately, please do so to

raychah@mail.auburn.edu

TIA

Charles H. Ray, Jr.

Director, Safety & Environmental Health

Auburn University

phone:  (334) 844-4870

email:  raychah@mail.auburn.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 6 Feb 1998 09:50:02 -0800

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Wolz, Sarah" <swolz@PATHOGENESIS.COM>

Subject:      biohazardous shipping--large quantities

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Desperately seeking some advice!!

I thought I was pretty adept at mailing strains of this and that around

the world--using one or two Saf-T-Pak containers, sometimes on dry

ice...

Now I've been asked to ship an entire genomic library--constructed in

Staph aureus.  We have 17 glycerol stock plates:  measure 3x5x1 inches

and need to be on dry ice; 17 3x3x.5" agar plates, can be sent at

ambient temp; and a bunch of eppendorf tubes, need to be sent on dry

ice.  If I use the standard Saf T Pak-type containers, I will need an

ungodly amount (like 20!)  What materials are out there that can allow

me to send such a

volume of class 2 pathogens???  Has anyone else had experience sending

this

amount of material?  Is there some type of large cooler out there rated

for

class 6.2 materials?

Thanks--

Sarah Wolz

swolz@pathogenesis.com

206-505-6953

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 6 Feb 1998 13:45:42 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Paul Zel <Zel_Paul/mskcc_SAFETY@MSKMAIL.MSKCC.ORG>

Subject:      Re: biohazardous shipping--large quantities

In-Reply-To:  <399BFF6F8157D111934800805FFE7235039A69@SEATTLE-NT-03>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII; name="biohazardous"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

     Sarah:  Although I have not used it myself, Saf-T-Pak offers the

     "Saf-T-Case Multiple Vessel Shipper" (Cat. # STP-350).  According to

     the product description, this case meets the requirements of IATA

     Packing Instruction 602 (infectious substances) and Packing

     Instruction 904 (dry ice).  I found this in a catalog from "Source

     Packaging of New England,Inc.",  405 F Kilvert St., Warwick, RI,

     02886, (401) 738-7733.  I hope this is helpful.

     Paul Zel

     Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center

     New York, N.Y.

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: biohazardous shipping--large quantities

Author:  swolz (swolz@PATHOGENESIS.COM) at Internet

Date:    2/6/98 11:50 AM

Desperately seeking some advice!!

I thought I was pretty adept at mailing strains of this and that around

the world--using one or two Saf-T-Pak containers, sometimes on dry

ice...

Now I've been asked to ship an entire genomic library--constructed in

Staph aureus.  We have 17 glycerol stock plates:  measure 3x5x1 inches

and need to be on dry ice; 17 3x3x.5" agar plates, can be sent at

ambient temp; and a bunch of eppendorf tubes, need to be sent on dry

ice.  If I use the standard Saf T Pak-type containers, I will need an

ungodly amount (like 20!)  What materials are out there that can allow

me to send such a

volume of class 2 pathogens???  Has anyone else had experience sending

this

amount of material?  Is there some type of large cooler out there rated

for

class 6.2 materials?

Thanks--

Sarah Wolz

swolz@pathogenesis.com

206-505-6953

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 6 Feb 1998 11:16:11 -0800

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Wolz, Sarah" <swolz@PATHOGENESIS.COM>

Subject:      Re: biohazardous shipping--large quantities

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Thanks for the information.  I, too, have been looking at this

particular shipper.  The problem I run into, however, is the size of the

inner container.  The 96-well plates we need to ship are 1 inch thick,

and I'd only be able to get 1 plate in the pressure vessel they show

with this Multiple Vessel shipper.  As stated before, we need to send 17

96-well plates!   I'm hoping to find a combination packaging that allows

for a larger inner container, as well as a large overpack that can take

dry ice.

> ----------

> From:         Paul Zel[SMTP:Zel_Paul/mskcc_SAFETY@MSKMAIL.MSKCC.ORG]

> Reply To:     A Biosafety Discussion List

> Sent:         Friday, February 06, 1998 10:45 AM

> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:      Re: biohazardous shipping--large quantities

>

>      Sarah:  Although I have not used it myself, Saf-T-Pak offers the

>      "Saf-T-Case Multiple Vessel Shipper" (Cat. # STP-350).  According

> to

>      the product description, this case meets the requirements of IATA

>      Packing Instruction 602 (infectious substances) and Packing

>      Instruction 904 (dry ice).  I found this in a catalog from

> "Source

>      Packaging of New England,Inc.",  405 F Kilvert St., Warwick, RI,

>      02886, (401) 738-7733.  I hope this is helpful.

>

>      Paul Zel

>      Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center

>      New York, N.Y.

>

>

> ______________________________ Reply Separator

> _________________________________

> Subject: biohazardous shipping--large quantities

> Author:  swolz (swolz@PATHOGENESIS.COM) at Internet

> Date:    2/6/98 11:50 AM

>

>

> Desperately seeking some advice!!

>

> I thought I was pretty adept at mailing strains of this and that

> around

> the world--using one or two Saf-T-Pak containers, sometimes on dry

> ice...

>

> Now I've been asked to ship an entire genomic library--constructed in

> Staph aureus.  We have 17 glycerol stock plates:  measure 3x5x1 inches

> and need to be on dry ice; 17 3x3x.5" agar plates, can be sent at

> ambient temp; and a bunch of eppendorf tubes, need to be sent on dry

> ice.  If I use the standard Saf T Pak-type containers, I will need an

> ungodly amount (like 20!)  What materials are out there that can allow

> me to send such a

> volume of class 2 pathogens???  Has anyone else had experience sending

> this

> amount of material?  Is there some type of large cooler out there

> rated

> for

> class 6.2 materials?

>

> Thanks--

>

> Sarah Wolz

> swolz@pathogenesis.com

> 206-505-6953

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 6 Feb 1998 14:26:46 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Sue Smith <sue_smith@MAIL.NCIFCRF.GOV>

Subject:      Re: biohazardous shipping--large quantities

In-Reply-To:  <399BFF6F8157D111934800805FFE7235039A69@SEATTLE-NT-03>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Sarah,

Here at the NCI-FCRDC, we routinely ship large volumes of infectious

materials, both ambient and on dry ice.  When the material can not fit into

a Saf-T-Pak, we use a product called an Imperial Gallon.  As their name

suggests, they are gallon cans which fit into an insulated box.  The dry

ice goes directly around the can, thus saving the overpack.  They can be

used for ambient shipments as well.  Just replace the dry ice with foam

peanuts or other suitable packing materials.  They are approved class 6.2

shippers.

I am including the manufacturer information for your use. I hope this helps.

RTP

7513 Connelly Dr, Suite A

Hanover, MD   21076

(410)-768-8816

At 09:50 AM 2/6/98 -0800, you wrote:

>Desperately seeking some advice!!

>

>I thought I was pretty adept at mailing strains of this and that around

>the world--using one or two Saf-T-Pak containers, sometimes on dry

>ice...

>

>Now I've been asked to ship an entire genomic library--constructed in

>Staph aureus.  We have 17 glycerol stock plates:  measure 3x5x1 inches

>and need to be on dry ice; 17 3x3x.5" agar plates, can be sent at

>ambient temp; and a bunch of eppendorf tubes, need to be sent on dry

>ice.  If I use the standard Saf T Pak-type containers, I will need an

>ungodly amount (like 20!)  What materials are out there that can allow

>me to send such a

>volume of class 2 pathogens???  Has anyone else had experience sending

>this

>amount of material?  Is there some type of large cooler out there rated

>for

>class 6.2 materials?

>

>Thanks--

>

>Sarah Wolz

>swolz@pathogenesis.com

>206-505-6953

>

>

Ms. Susan E. Smith

Sr. Biological Safety Specialist

Occupational and Environmental Hygiene Branch, SEPP

NCI-Frederick Cancer Research and Development Center

Phone: (301) 846-5918

E-mail: sue_smith@mail.ncifcrf.gov

=========================================================================

Date:         Sun, 8 Feb 1998 22:10:50 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Larry J. Thompson" <ljt2@CORNELL.EDU>

Subject:      Infectious Waste Disposal Costs

In-Reply-To:  <1A57944415@Safety-1.safety.psu.edu>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

>What do Biosafety folks think about the future of infectious waste

>disposal costs???  Will changes in the Clean Air Act Regs cause existing

>medical waste incinerators to retrofit their emissions controls, driving

>costs up?  Or have disposal prices pretty much stabilized and will stay

>where they are?

>We are evaluating the financial viability of continueing to burn red

>bag waste in our new pathological incinerator, and would appreciate

>any input you folks could provide.

> I would especially like to hear from other Big Ten (11) schools to

>see how they are managing their infectious waste.

Curt,

The way I see it, most small-to-medium sized medical waste (red bag, HMIW,

RMW...) incinerators will not continue to operate due to increased costs of

compliance with regs.  Only some of the smaller ones may escape.  I think

the economics will drive the larger ones to stay open.  Alternatives to

incineration will increase in number, but more problems may be identified

with certain alternative technologies.  My opinion only.  My crystal ball

is a bit fuzzy right now (I picked the Packers by 10...) but prices should

stabilize or drop a little, depending on your region (ie venders in area)

and total waste stream numbers.  For sure push for keeping Red Bag stream

as small as possible with education and segregation.

The EPA will be regulating pathological incinerators with the ICCR

(Industrial Combustion Coordinated Rulemaking), with promulgation scheduled

for Nov of 2000.  Incinerators burning less than 10% medical waste are

exempt from HMIWI rules, and are currently in limbo as to where/how they

will be regulated.  Pathological waste is defined as human/animal bodies

(or parts) and the associated containers, along with waste animal bedding.

The exact definition of a "pathological waste incinerator" has not been

agreed upon yet, but it will require a certain minimum percentage of

pathological waste be burned in order for it to qualify (working numbers

are >50% up to 90%).  No specifics yet on EPA's 'inclinations' on what

combustion control and/or APC may be required for pathological

incinerators.  We are still trying to figure out how many path incinerators

are out there, especially the really small units like the single-chambered

ones on chicken farms and behind animal control/humane organizations and

vet offices.

From what I have heard, your incinerator at Penn State should meet or

exceed new path regs, but may not meet the HMIWI regs.  You may get in

under the 10% rule.  If possible, I would like to visit your facility some

time.

Did this help?

Larry

Larry J. Thompson, DVM, PhD

Director of Biosafety

College of Veterinary Medicine

Cornell University                               Phone 607-253-3900

Upper Tower Road                                fax  607-253-3943

Ithaca, NY  14853                                LJT2@Cornell.edu

"We have to remember that what we observe is not

 nature herself but nature exposed to our method

 of questioning."       --Werner Heisenberg

=========================================================================

Date:         Sun, 8 Feb 1998 23:05:15 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Erik Talley <erik@CEHS.SIU.EDU>

Subject:      Occupational Exposure to Tuberculosis; Proposed Rule

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

I haven't seen any comments on this list about OSHA's proposed TB rules.

I might have missed the discussion as I only signed up a month ago. If

so, please let me know and I'll search the archives.

It looks like hearings have been set back to April

http://www.osha-slc.gov/FedReg_osha_data/FED19980205.html, but I was

wondering if there are any comments or if ABSA has a stand yet?

Thanks,

Erik

________________________________________

Erik Talley, Assistant Director

Center for Environmental Health & Safety

Southern Illinois University

erik@cehs.siu.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 9 Feb 1998 08:34:33 +0100

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         DOBLHOFF-DIER OTTO <doblhoff@EDV2.BOKU.AC.AT>

Organization: Universitaet fuer Bodenkultur Wien

Subject:      Re: confidentiality agreements

In-Reply-To:  <v02140b01b100e59d01b8@[131.204.47.90]>

Dear Charles,

This may not reflect the situation in the US, but we our institution

requires all members of the review committes to sign a

confidentiality agreement. This also holds true for most other

employees and students working on research projects.

Otto

Otto Doblhoff-Dier, Inst. Appl. Microbiol, Univ. Agric.,

Nussdorfer Laende 11, A-1190 Vienna, Austria, Europe

Tel: *43-1-36006-6204    Fax:*43-1-3697615

EMAIL: doblhoff@edv2.boku.ac.at

WWW: http://www.boku.ac.at/iam/efb/doblhoff/doblhoff.htm

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 9 Feb 1998 07:34:37 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Judy Pointer <jpointer@NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: confidentiality agreements

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Good question.  Thanks for asking it, Ray.

The subject has come up repeatedly at our IBC meetings - problems with

assessing the risk of an agent and not having access to what it really is,

b/c of sponsors confidentiality concerns and agreements b/t PI and sponsor.

The IBC meetings are supposed to be open to the public and we have concerns

about the "Open Records" Act - which I have not read.  So, we have not

found a good solution.  Presently, the particular subcommittee chairman

gets the information from the PI and then recommends to the full IBC

committee.  No, confidentiality agreement is required.  This leaves him

open to some liability, if his safety recommendation is off, or if the

formulation of the proprietary agent leaks out, in my opinion.

If you come up with a good solution to this one, we'd like to know.  Would

a confidentiality agreement jive with the Open Records Act?  How would your

committee minutes reflect the review of such agents, etc.?  How would you

address the "open to the public" and community member issues required of

IBC review committees?

Judy Pointer, MS CBSP

MD Anderson Cancer Center

Houston, Tx.

jpoint@mdacc.tmc.edu

raychah@MAIL.AUBURN.EDU on 02/06/98 11:18:21 AM

Please respond to BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

cc:    (bcc: Judy M. Pointer/MDACC)

Subject:  confidentiality agreements

I am assuming that many of you review research protocols at your

institution in either your job duties or as a result of serving on an

institutional review committee.  As such you will often be asked to review

confidential, privileged or proprietary information included in the

research protocol.  My question is: have you been asked to sign a

confidentiality agreement before review of such protocols?  Is this

required for members of your institutional biosafety committee, your

institutional animal use and welfare committee and/or your human subjects

committee?  My institution is studying the need for such a document to

protect proprietary interests as well as the intellectual property of the

researcher.  If you wish to reply privately, please do so to

raychah@mail.auburn.edu

TIA

Charles H. Ray, Jr.

Director, Safety & Environmental Health

Auburn University

phone:  (334) 844-4870

email:  raychah@mail.auburn.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 9 Feb 1998 08:50:00 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Johnson, Julie" <jajohns@IASTATE.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Occupational Exposure to Tuberculosis; Proposed Rule

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

FYI:

ABSAs response is published in the What's New section of their web page

at:

http://www.orcbs.msu.edu/absa/info/cdcgoals.html

(ABSAs homepage is:  http://www.orcbs.msu.edu/absa)

Julie A. Johnson, Biosafety Officer

Environmental Health and Safety

118 Agronomy Lab

Iowa State University

Ames, IA  50011

phone:  515-294-7657,    fax:  515-294-9357,     e-mail:

jajohns@iastate.edu     http://www.ehs.iastate.edu

 ----------

From: Erik Talley

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject: Occupational Exposure to Tuberculosis; Proposed Rule

Date: Sunday, February 08, 1998 11:05PM

I haven't seen any comments on this list about OSHA's proposed TB rules.

I might have missed the discussion as I only signed up a month ago. If

so, please let me know and I'll search the archives.

It looks like hearings have been set back to April

http://www.osha-slc.gov/FedReg_osha_data/FED19980205.html, but I was

wondering if there are any comments or if ABSA has a stand yet?

Thanks,

Erik

________________________________________

Erik Talley, Assistant Director

Center for Environmental Health & Safety

Southern Illinois University

erik@cehs.siu.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 9 Feb 1998 10:20:48 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Occupational Exposure to Tuberculosis; Proposed Rule

In-Reply-To:  <199802091453.IAA19939@mailhub.iastate.edu>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

I did not read this proposed rule in depth.  On the surface, it appears to

be aimed primarily at the clinical setting.  I am not sure that the rule

will have any meaning wiithin the academic research establishment.

Bob

>FYI:

>ABSAs response is published in the What's New section of their web page

>at:

>http://www.orcbs.msu.edu/absa/info/cdcgoals.html

>

>(ABSAs homepage is:  http://www.orcbs.msu.edu/absa)

>

>Julie A. Johnson, Biosafety Officer

>Environmental Health and Safety

>118 Agronomy Lab

>Iowa State University

>Ames, IA  50011

>phone:  515-294-7657,    fax:  515-294-9357,     e-mail:

>jajohns@iastate.edu     http://www.ehs.iastate.edu

>

>

>

> ----------

>From: Erik Talley

>To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>Subject: Occupational Exposure to Tuberculosis; Proposed Rule

>Date: Sunday, February 08, 1998 11:05PM

>

>I haven't seen any comments on this list about OSHA's proposed TB rules.

>I might have missed the discussion as I only signed up a month ago. If

>so, please let me know and I'll search the archives.

>

>It looks like hearings have been set back to April

>http://www.osha-slc.gov/FedReg_osha_data/FED19980205.html, but I was

>wondering if there are any comments or if ABSA has a stand yet?

>

>Thanks,

>

>Erik

>

>________________________________________

>Erik Talley, Assistant Director

>Center for Environmental Health & Safety

>Southern Illinois University

>erik@cehs.siu.edu

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 10 Feb 1998 14:29:07 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         FRANCIS COLE <FCOLE@OCHSNER.ORG>

Subject:      Sending small frozen human urine samples US to Europe

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Hi, I have a request to send <10ml frozen human urine samples from the

US to The Netherlands.  Does anyone have a suggestion as to the best

way to accomplish this ensuring that the samples remain frozen?  Which

carrier is the best to use and what does it cost to send each sample.

Thanks.  Francis

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 11 Feb 1998 09:15:24 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Brian J. Wimmer" <bjw@NWU.EDU>

Subject:      Viliuisk encephalomyelitis virus

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Hello,

I am looking for information or guidelines on the handling of this virus.

Any help is greatly appreciated.

Brian

Brian J. Wimmer

Laboratory Safety Specialist

Northwestern University, Evanston, IL.

bjw@nwu.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 11 Feb 1998 09:23:35 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Lawrence J. Hawkins" <hawkinsl@CPU2.OMRF.OUHSC.EDU>

Subject:      A question to the group.

Good morning to all. I have a question about biological safety cabinet and

acceditation for testing and certification. The CDC/NIH ," Primary

Containment for Biohahazards", recommends using accredited certifiers.

How many of you, who perform in-house testing on a regular basis, have

someone within your organization that is certifed by NSF? If not done

in-house do you use an accredited vendor for this purpose?

I have sent our biomedical repair personnel to biosafety cabinets schools

at Baker, Nuaire, and Labconco. What more can be gained from the NSF program

that these men have not already learned, other than the certification?

Does it all come down to a libility factor? If you are not certified you don't

now what you are doing?????

Please reply directly to me. I will post response to the net.

If this has already been discussed, please direct me to archives in order that

I might retrieve this information.

Thanks,

Larry J. Hawkins

OMRF

825 NE 13th

Oklahoma City, OK 73104

e-mail: Larry-Hawkins@omrf.ouhsc.edu

Voice: 405-271-7266

Fax: 405-271-7012

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 11 Feb 1998 16:08:03 -0000

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Stuart Thompson <Stuart.Thompson@MAN.AC.UK>

Subject:      Re: Viliuisk encephalomyelitis virus

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: multipart/mixed; boundary="---- =_NextPart_000_01BD3707.3C2F1820"

------ =_NextPart_000_01BD3707.3C2F1820

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

I am looking for information or guidelines on the handling of this =

virus.

Any help is greatly appreciated.

Brian J. Wimmer

Laboratory Safety Specialist

Northwestern University, Evanston, IL.

bjw@nwu.edu

The Canadian microbial hazard data sheet site does not list it, but it =

lists Venezuelan encephalomyletis virus at the following site:

http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/hpb/lcdc/bmb/msds/index.html#vHello,

Maybe you should try this for a start as a guide to minimum precautions, =

though your virus might well require a higher level of containment.

Dr Stuart Thompson

Health & Safety Services

University of Manchester

England

------ =_NextPart_000_01BD3707.3C2F1820

Content-Type: application/ms-tnef

Content-Transfer-Encoding: base64

eJ8+IgUQAQaQCAAEAAAAAAABAAEAAQeQBgAIAAAA5AQAAAAAAADoAAEIgAcAGAAAAElQTS5NaWNy

b3NvZnQgTWFpbC5Ob3RlADEIAQ2ABAACAAAAAgACAAEEkAYA0AEAAAEAAAAQAAAAAwAAMAIAAAAL

AA8OAAAAAAIB/w8BAAAAUQAAAAAAAACBKx+kvqMQGZ1uAN0BD1QCAAAAAEEgQmlvc2FmZXR5IERp

c2N1c3Npb24gTGlzdABTTVRQAEJJT1NBRlRZQE1JVFZNQS5NSVQuRURVAAAAAB4AAjABAAAABQAA

AFNNVFAAAAAAHgADMAEAAAAYAAAAQklPU0FGVFlATUlUVk1BLk1JVC5FRFUAAwAVDAEAAAADAP4P

BgAAAB4AATABAAAAHgAAACdBIEJpb3NhZmV0eSBEaXNjdXNzaW9uIExpc3QnAAAAAgELMAEAAAAd

AAAAU01UUDpCSU9TQUZUWUBNSVRWTUEuTUlULkVEVQAAAAADAAA5AAAAAAsAQDoBAAAAHgD2XwEA

AAAcAAAAQSBCaW9zYWZldHkgRGlzY3Vzc2lvbiBMaXN0AAIB918BAAAAUQAAAAAAAACBKx+kvqMQ

GZ1uAN0BD1QCAAAAAEEgQmlvc2FmZXR5IERpc2N1c3Npb24gTGlzdABTTVRQAEJJT1NBRlRZQE1J

VFZNQS5NSVQuRURVAAAAAAMA/V8BAAAAAwD/XwAAAAACAfYPAQAAAAQAAAAAAAAC8V4BBIABACUA

AABSRTogVmlsaXVpc2sgZW5jZXBoYWxvbXllbGl0aXMgdmlydXMA2Q0BBYADAA4AAADOBwIACwAQ

AAgAAwADAAABASCAAwAOAAAAzgcCAAsAEAAHACkAAwAlAQEJgAEAIQAAADM4QUIzQzVGQjY5MEQx

MTE4ODc0MDBBMEM5NDJFQTE3ABMHAQOQBgDgBgAAIgAAAAsAAgABAAAACwAjAAEAAAADACYAAAAA

AAsAKQABAAAAAwAuAAAAAAACATEAAQAAANQAAABQQ0RGRUIwOQABAAIASgAAAAAAAAA4obsQBeUQ

GqG7CAArKlbCAABtc3BzdC5kbGwAAAAAAE5JVEH5v7gBAKoAN9luAAAAQzpcV0lOTlRcb3V0bG9v

ay5wc3QAGAAAAAAAAAAqRckrnxTREYhaAKDJQuoXooAAAAAAAAAYAAAAAAAAACpFySufFNERiFoA

oMlC6hfCgAAAEAAAADirPF+2kNERiHQAoMlC6hclAAAAUkU6IFZpbGl1aXNrIGVuY2VwaGFsb215

ZWxpdGlzIHZpcnVzAAMANgAAAAAAQAA5AHCEgjsHN70BHgBwAAEAAAAlAAAAUkU6IFZpbGl1aXNr

IGVuY2VwaGFsb215ZWxpdGlzIHZpcnVzAAAAAAIBcQABAAAAFgAAAAG9Nwc7f188qzmQthHRiHQA

oMlC6hcAAB4AHgwBAAAABQAAAFNNVFAAAAAAHgAfDAEAAAAaAAAAU3R1YXJ0LlRob21wc29uQG1h

bi5hYy51awAAAAMABhDlzp8tAwAHEAYCAAAeAAgQAQAAAGUAAABJQU1MT09LSU5HRk9SSU5GT1JN

QVRJT05PUkdVSURFTElORVNPTlRIRUhBTkRMSU5HT0ZUSElTVklSVVNBTllIRUxQSVNHUkVBVExZ

QVBQUkVDSUFURURCUklBTkpXSU1NRVJMAAAAAAIBCRABAAAAzgIAAMoCAAB7AwAATFpGdTEwrQkD

AAoAcmNwZzEyNXYyAPQB9yACpAPjAgBjgmgKwHNldDAgBxPNAoB9CoAIyCA7CW8OMGY1AoAKgXVj

AFALA2xYaTM2AUALYG4OEDCsMzMKoANgdAWQdAumQCBJIGFtIAkAb/JrC4BnIAIQBcALgBcBKQDA

dGkCICAFsWd1NmkBABRAbgeRF9F0aGRlIBBAbmQYgRbgbwZmGQEEACB2aXJ1jHMuCqIKgEFueRlA

vRhwcBcwBCAJwRegbBtAvGFwFTAFkAcwFWBkGrUNGsRCByEDoEouIFfrB3AHgHIaxEwBoAWwF6C3

BbAbQAYQZhCAH8FwHKItFEBzFZAa004JEWh31weQFWAEoVUDAHYEkACQYSAgLCBFdgBxH5BuCSLA

SUwatWJqd0Bwbnd1LgmADHAdOVSlGSFDAHBhZB4CbQ3gLQNgYgcxGUF6CxEgZPEXoGEgcxkgEIAn

oCKQ6RkwZG8HkW4VUBZwIMHlFzB0IsBidSkiKOMEILJWCfBlegpQFKEgCfAYY2VwEEAJAG15bL8Q

gBo2FkAFQBkSAhBsCQB3A/AW0SgSOh0qCNAAQXWDJtECQHA6Ly93L4CQLmhjLQTwLmcwAABjYS9o

cGIvbCBjZGMvYgbQL22wc2RzLwuAAQB4L7DAdG1sI3ZIGHAJAC8ukQFALuAQoCwdKk1hdHliGTB5

CGAnoQhgbP0nQHQfsRoTFwInkQGQACBvFkAsURgkGQBvJkEDAG22dRZgHIJhKZAXwXMiwPMZEAhg

Z2g0YgXALBQmUK844AVAIaAtACAJcHEYQL8JcDXhGiA44ASQFnBlIlD/AyAZ4QWgAjALcQeAAjAd

G8UaxEQFwFN0dTYyJYD5A3BwcwIgGsQyYAdAGRD8ICYf1wSQGmArIBAAGtN/IigZ0jQQKxAZICHC

GsRFXxTAFKELMR1IETEARKAAAAMAEBAAAAAAAwAREAAAAAADAIAQ/////0AABzAwpl0uBze9AUAA

CDAwpl0uBze9AQsAAIAIIAYAAAAAAMAAAAAAAABGAAAAAAOFAAAAAAAAAwACgAggBgAAAAAAwAAA

AAAAAEYAAAAAEIUAAAAAAAADAAWACCAGAAAAAADAAAAAAAAARgAAAABShQAAtw0AAB4AJYAIIAYA

AAAAAMAAAAAAAABGAAAAAFSFAAABAAAABAAAADguMAADACaACCAGAAAAAADAAAAAAAAARgAAAAAB

hQAAAAAAAAsAL4AIIAYAAAAAAMAAAAAAAABGAAAAAA6FAAAAAAAAAwAwgAggBgAAAAAAwAAAAAAA

AEYAAAAAEYUAAAAAAAADADKACCAGAAAAAADAAAAAAAAARgAAAAAYhQAAAAAAAB4AQYAIIAYAAAAA

AMAAAAAAAABGAAAAADaFAAABAAAAAQAAAAAAAAAeAEKACCAGAAAAAADAAAAAAAAARgAAAAA3hQAA

AQAAAAEAAAAAAAAAHgBDgAggBgAAAAAAwAAAAAAAAEYAAAAAOIUAAAEAAAABAAAAAAAAAB4APQAB

AAAABQAAAFJFOiAAAAAAAwANNP03AACXhw==

------ =_NextPart_000_01BD3707.3C2F1820--

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 11 Feb 1998 11:21:31 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Paul Zel <Zel_Paul/mskcc_SAFETY@MSKMAIL.MSKCC.ORG>

Subject:      Tuberculosis

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII; name="cc:Mail"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

     Is anyone aware of a protective tracheotomy collar or other available

     device that can be fitted on a person who is culture positive for M.

     tuberculosis?  Thank you for your response.

     Paul Zel

     Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center

     New York, N.Y.

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 11 Feb 1998 10:44:27 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Michele Crase <E00MMC1@WPO.CSO.NIU.EDU>

Subject:      Conferences

HI

I thought there was a Biosafety Conference in May  1998.  It

was sponsored by the CDC, (I think).  Now I can't find my

flyer with the information.  Am I dreaming?  Maybe this flu

is penetrating my gray cells.  Does anyone know of something

along these lines in the next few months?

Thanks

MIchele Crase MT (ASCP), RBP

Environmental Health and Safety

Northern Illinois University

DeKalb IL  60115

mcrase@niu.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 11 Feb 1998 12:35:02 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Gaunt, Ed" <eeg@ASCIENCES.COM>

Subject:      Re: Conferences

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

The conf. is titled A Strengthened Biological and Toxin Weapons =

Convention (BTWC): Potential Implications for Biotechnology.  Dates May =

28-29 in Vienna Austria.  See the following URL for more info.

http://www.boku.ac.at/iam/efb/btwc.htm

Ed Gaunt

Analytical Sciences, Inc.

Durham, NC

919-544-8500

eeg@asciences.com

----------

From:   Michele Crase[SMTP:E00MMC1@WPO.CSO.NIU.EDU]

Sent:   11 February 1998 11:44 AM

To:     BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject:        Conferences

HI

I thought there was a Biosafety Conference in May  1998.  It

was sponsored by the CDC, (I think).  Now I can't find my

flyer with the information.  Am I dreaming?  Maybe this flu

is penetrating my gray cells.  Does anyone know of something

along these lines in the next few months?

Thanks

MIchele Crase MT (ASCP), RBP

Environmental Health and Safety

Northern Illinois University

DeKalb IL  60115

mcrase@niu.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 11 Feb 1998 13:23:58 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Randall Morin <morin@MAIL.NCIFCRF.GOV>

Subject:      Re: Viliuisk encephalomyelitis virus

In-Reply-To:  <3.0.3.32.19980211091524.00695a5c@merle.acns.nwu.edu>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Brian, et al.

We handled material associated with this agent at BSL-3 although the

literature suggests that transmission of the disease may require long-term

intimate contact.  I have at least one literature cite that you might be

interested in reviewing.

Randall

At 09:15 AM 2/11/98 -0600, you wrote:

>Hello,

>

>I am looking for information or guidelines on the handling of this virus.

>Any help is greatly appreciated.

>

>

>Brian

>

>

>

>Brian J. Wimmer

>Laboratory Safety Specialist

>Northwestern University, Evanston, IL.

>bjw@nwu.edu

>

>

Randall Morin, Dr.P.H.

Manager, Safety & Environmental Protection Program

SAIC Frederick

NCI-FCRDC, Fort Detrick, Frederick, MD 21702-1201

(301) 846-1740, morin@mail.ncifcrf.gov

Fax:  (301) 846-6619

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 11 Feb 1998 14:05:49 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Jairo Betancourt <jairob@MIAMI.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Conferences

In-Reply-To:  <s4e1812d.074@WPO.CSO.NIU.EDU>

MIME-version: 1.0

Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

It is not the Flu, it is the Illinois' winter, there was a Biosafety

Conference last month, sponsored by CDC and ABSA. It is done every two

years. This one was on Biocontainment. Check the ABSA page for information

on this type of meetings. Warm regards from Miami!!"Literally speaking"

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 11 Feb 1998 14:15:36 EST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Michael Mispagel <mispagel@CALC.VET.UGA.EDU>

Organization: UGA College of Vet. Med

Subject:      Pressure Decay Test: BSL-3

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

The USDA/ARS Construction Project Design Standard for BSL-3

laboratories and animal rooms requires a pressure decay test with 2"

wg over a 20 minute period of time.  The acceptance criteria allowed

is 7% per minute, or 0.05 in. wg per minute.

At the last ABSA conference there was some debate as to whether this

test is necessary or perhaps too stringent, at least in the US.  I

have also been led to believe that there may be only one USDA

facility in the US which currently can meet these standards.

We are planning to conduct these pressure decay tests in a new

facility, but need to know (or at least have an opion about) how

critical it is to meet those standards.  And, if not the 2 in. wg

standard, than what?  One inch w.g.?  This assumes of course that all

the other criteria in the BMBL apply, e.g. negative pressures,

uni-directional air flow, one-pass air, etc.

Please let me know as soon as possible (privately if you wish) if

your facility will pass that test and if you think it to be the

definitive standard that must be met at all costs for a BSL-3

laboratory and/or animal room.

Thanks in advance.

-----------------------------------------------------------

Michael E. Mispagel, Ph.D.

Quality Assurance Manager

University of Georgia

College of Veterinary Medicine

Athens GA 30602-7371

(706)542-5875; FAX (706)542-8254

MISPAGEL@CALC.VET.UGA.EDU

-----------------------------------------------------------

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 11 Feb 1998 13:47:49 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         FRANCIS COLE <FCOLE@OCHSNER.ORG>

Subject:      Shipping frozen to Europe

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Hey folks, help.  Has no one had experience sending dry ice frozen

human biological samples to Europe from US?  How?  Carrier? Cost per?

Not a biggie, l ml urine samples from stone patients.  Francis

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 11 Feb 1998 14:41:49 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "LouAnn C. Burnett" <lburnett@UIUC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Shipping frozen to Europe

In-Reply-To:  <s4e1ac21.051@ochsner.org>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Francis,

I haven't had direct experience with this, but here are my thoughts.

CDC information says that export of infectious material may require a

license from the Dept. of Commerce (202/482-0896).  This probably doesn't

apply to your samples, but you might want to check.  The receiving country

may have its own importation requirements--I'd check on these before

shipping; you don't want samples sitting in customs after the dry ice runs

out.

If you use dry ice, it's considered a dangerous good.  I've always found

that the FedEx Dangerous Goods Hotline to be very helpful (1-800-GOFEDEX,

ask for the Dangerous Goods Hotline).  They'll provide requirements for

packaging and labeling.  They can probably estimate cost for you as well.

Good luck.  Given the lack of response to your request, you might want to

give us all a summary of what happened once you get these shipped.

LouAnn

At 01:47 PM 2/11/98 -0600, you wrote:

>Hey folks, help.  Has no one had experience sending dry ice frozen

>human biological samples to Europe from US?  How?  Carrier? Cost per?

>Not a biggie, l ml urine samples from stone patients.  Francis

-------------------------------------------------------------------

LouAnn C. Burnett

Assistant Director, Environmental Health & Safety

Biological Safety Section

Division of Environmental Health & Safety

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

217-244-7362 (office)     217-244-6594 (fax)

--------------------------------------------------------------------

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 11 Feb 1998 16:20:05 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Sue Smith <sue_smith@MAIL.NCIFCRF.GOV>

Subject:      Re: Shipping frozen to Europe

In-Reply-To:  <s4e1ac21.051@ochsner.org>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Francis,

Urine is considered a biohazard according to IATA regulations (unless it's

know to be infectious or from an infected person) and does not require UN

specification packaging.  For example, if we were sending urine to Europe,

we would pack it in a can with absorbent material and then place it in an

insulated biomailer (overpack) and surround the can with dry ice.  You

would probably need about 40 or 50 pounds of dry ice (or more depending on

the size of the shipment).  You want enough dry ice to last about 3 or 4

days just in case something holds the shipment up.  Also, you may not wish

to ship samples on dry ice to Europe on the weekend, we try to do all

foreign dry ice shipments by no later than Wednesday.

As for the carrier, we routinely use FedEx, DHL, World Courier, etc.  But

mainly FedEx.  I'd suggest checking with them first to see if they will

take your material to it's destination country.  If not, call the others.

I can't answer the cost per, sorry about that.....my job is to package, not

figure out the costs.

Hope this helps.

Ms. Susan E. Smith

Sr. Biological Safety Specialist

Occupational and Environmental Hygiene Branch, SEPP

NCI-Frederick Cancer Research and Development Center

Phone: (301) 846-5918

E-mail: sue_smith@mail.ncifcrf.gov

At 01:47 PM 2/11/98 -0600, you wrote:

>Hey folks, help.  Has no one had experience sending dry ice frozen

>human biological samples to Europe from US?  How?  Carrier? Cost per?

>Not a biggie, l ml urine samples from stone patients.  Francis

>

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 11 Feb 1998 15:37:51 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         FRANCIS COLE <FCOLE@OCHSNER.ORG>

Subject:      Re: Shipping frozen to Europe -Reply

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Thanks I'll let you know when we get it worked out.   Francis

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 11 Feb 1998 16:46:06 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Sue Smith <sue_smith@MAIL.NCIFCRF.GOV>

Subject:      Re: Shipping frozen to Europe

In-Reply-To:  <s4e1ac21.051@ochsner.org>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Francis and others,

I apologize if anyone was confused by my previous e-mail.  Blood and body

fluids are considered to be Biohazards according to IATA regulations,

UNLESS they are infectious or from a know infected individual, then they

are shipped as Hazardous.  They are never shipped as Non-hazardous.  IATA

has three class of shipments: Biohazardous, hazardous and non-hazardous.

What separates them is specification packaging and labelling requirments.

Ms. Susan E. Smith

Sr. Biological Safety Specialist

Occupational and Environmental Hygiene Branch, SEPP

NCI-Frederick Cancer Research and Development Center

Phone: (301) 846-5918

E-mail: sue_smith@mail.ncifcrf.gov

At 01:47 PM 2/11/98 -0600, you wrote:

>Hey folks, help.  Has no one had experience sending dry ice frozen

>human biological samples to Europe from US?  How?  Carrier? Cost per?

>Not a biggie, l ml urine samples from stone patients.  Francis

>

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 11 Feb 1998 18:48:58 EST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Ed Krisiunas <EKrisiunas@AOL.COM>

Subject:      Re: Tuberculosis

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit

Paul:

Suggest you go to the APIC lsit on the Internet with your question. APIC-

Association for Professionals in Infection Control and Epidemiology -

APIC@PEACH.EASE.LSOFT.COM

Ed Krisiunas

Spectrum

115 Lyons Road

Burlington, Connecticut

06013

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 11 Feb 1998 20:39:03 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Paul Zel <Zel_Paul/mskcc_SAFETY@MSKMAIL.MSKCC.ORG>

Subject:      Re: Tuberculosis

In-Reply-To:  <500363f0.34e238ed@aol.com>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII; name="Re:"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

     Ed:  Thanks for the suggestion.  I'll give APIC a try.

     Paul Zel

     Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center

     New York, N.Y.

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Re: Tuberculosis

Author:  EKrisiunas (EKrisiunas@AOL.COM) at Internet

Date:    2/11/98 5:48 PM

Paul:

Suggest you go to the APIC lsit on the Internet with your question. APIC-

Association for Professionals in Infection Control and Epidemiology -

APIC@PEACH.EASE.LSOFT.COM

Ed Krisiunas

Spectrum

115 Lyons Road

Burlington, Connecticut

06013

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 12 Feb 1998 09:43:11 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Jairo Betancourt <jairob@MIAMI.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Shipping frozen to Europe

In-Reply-To:  <3.0.1.32.19980211164606.006b61f8@mail.ncifcrf.gov>

MIME-version: 1.0

Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

Susan, It is still confusing. IATA considers any biological sample, body

fluid or tissue, as Class 6.2 Infectious materials, unless it has been

tested as non infectious. Additionally, your urine sample can be

considered a Diagnostic Specimen (section 3.6.6.4.)"Any human or animal

material including, but not limited to, excreta, secreta, blood and its

components, tissue and tissue fluids, being shipped for purposes of

diagnosis, but excluding live infected animals." It also can be considered

Clinical Waste and Medical Waste (Section 3.6.6.5.)" Wastes transported

under UN 3291 are wastes derived fromo the medical treatment of humans or

animals or from bioresearch, where there is a relatively low probability

that infectious substances are present. Waste infectious substances which

can be specified must be assigned to UN 2814 or UN2900. Decontaminated

wastes which previously contained infectious substances may be considered

as not subject to these Regulations unless the criteria of another Class

or Division are met." and then I will suggest the following section (3.6.7

on Clasification of Biological Products and Diagnostic Specimens. Once you

determine whci UN number to use, go to the list of dangerous goods, find

that number and then you will find all requirements for packing labeling,

amounts, etc. Just my humble contribution to this discussion. See y'all!

On Wed, 11 Feb 1998, Sue Smith wrote:

> Francis and others,

>

> I apologize if anyone was confused by my previous e-mail.  Blood and body

> fluids are considered to be Biohazards according to IATA regulations,

> UNLESS they are infectious or from a know infected individual, then they

> are shipped as Hazardous.  They are never shipped as Non-hazardous.  IATA

> has three class of shipments: Biohazardous, hazardous and non-hazardous.

> What separates them is specification packaging and labelling requirments.

>

> Ms. Susan E. Smith

> Sr. Biological Safety Specialist

> Occupational and Environmental Hygiene Branch, SEPP

> NCI-Frederick Cancer Research and Development Center

> Phone: (301) 846-5918

> E-mail: sue_smith@mail.ncifcrf.gov

>

> At 01:47 PM 2/11/98 -0600, you wrote:

> >Hey folks, help.  Has no one had experience sending dry ice frozen

> >human biological samples to Europe from US?  How?  Carrier? Cost per?

> >Not a biggie, l ml urine samples from stone patients.  Francis

> >

> >

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 12 Feb 1998 07:57:47 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Maureen Simpson <msimpson@DRES.DND.CA>

Subject:      mixed waste

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

I am in search of information on how to handle mixed radioactive waste,

that is infectious and radioactive. Does anyone have a SOP dealing with

this subject?

Thank you in advance.

Maureen

Maureen Simpson

Defence Research Establishment Suffield

PO Box 4000, Medicine Hat, Alberta, Canada  T1A 8K6

tel (403) 544-4690

fax (403) 544-3388

email msimpson@dres.dnd.ca

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 12 Feb 1998 08:52:11 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Lawrence J. Hawkins" <hawkinsl@CPU2.OMRF.OUHSC.EDU>

Subject:      Response from "A question to the group."

I would like to thank all of you who replied to the questions about

biological safety cabinet and acceditation for testing and certification.

As expected,the opinions over to use an NSF certifed tester or not varied and

many good points were raised.

The results to the question on who performs the testing, in-house non

acceditied,inhouse accedited or an outside accredited vendor are as

follows:

        In-house Non-accredited         25%

        In-house Accredited             12.5%

        Outside Accredited              62.5%

Some of the good points raised where as follows:

...Ceritfication is important when going outside. In house you know how well

qualifed the personnel are...

...Accreditation is of course a plus for the liability issue, but is

probably more important for companies whose whole business is certification

testing...

...Our primary reason for not getting in house accreditation from NSF is

the cost....

.... The manufactor of the BSC have their own schools to show how to inspect

their equipment. Who better then they would know how to test their equipment...

Once again thanks to all who responded. I would like to my add my two cents

to this topic. I have three biomedical repair technicians who have gone to the

manufactor schools for each type of  biological safety cabinet we own at

OMRF. These men have been doing the testing on a annual or as needed basis

for the last six years. No problems todate. The cost to get NSF certifed is

expensive for this small organization.  I am not sure if the certification

is worth it until NIH requires it for grant money.

See ya'

Larry J. Hawkins

OMRF

825 NE 13th

Oklahoma City, OK 73104

Voice: 405-271-7266

Fax: 405-271-7012

E-mail: Larry-Hawkins@omrf.ouhsc.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 12 Feb 1998 10:41:01 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: mixed waste

In-Reply-To:  <3.0.16.19980212075942.6187a526@mailhost.dres.dnd.ca>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Guidelines from the Ohio EPA:

Radioactive and infectious waste/chemical wastes are considerd to be

radioactive.  Handle it as such until it decays and is considerd

non-radioactive.

Chemical and infectious waste should be consdered chemical waste.  Chemical

waste incinerators can burn infectious materials.  Infectious waste

incinerators cannot burn chemical wastes.

Methodology for handling each type of wastes are remarkably similar.  The

primary difference is in the method of disposal.

hope this helps,

Bob

>I am in search of information on how to handle mixed radioactive waste,

>that is infectious and radioactive. Does anyone have a SOP dealing with

>this subject?

>Thank you in advance.

>

>Maureen

>Maureen Simpson

>Defence Research Establishment Suffield

>PO Box 4000, Medicine Hat, Alberta, Canada  T1A 8K6

>tel (403) 544-4690

>fax (403) 544-3388

>email msimpson@dres.dnd.ca

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 12 Feb 1998 10:36:24 EST

Reply-To:     speaker@ehs.psu.edu

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Curt Speaker <speaker@SAFETY-1.SAFETY.PSU.EDU>

Organization: University Safety - Penn State Univ

Subject:      Re: mixed waste

In-Reply-To:  <3.0.16.19980212075942.6187a526@mailhost.dres.dnd.ca>

Maureen:

Since it is hard (no, make that impossible) to change the radioactive

characteristics of the waste, the easiest thing to do is inactivate

the biological component.  Addition of household bleach to a level

that makes up 10% of the total volume will generally kill whatever

biological agent is present.  This assumes, of course, that there is

nothing chemically incompatible with sodium hypochlorite in the

waste.  If not, iodophor or quateranry ammonium compounds may be

used.

This is the approach that we have taken here at Penn State.

Hope this helps...

Curt

Curt Speaker

Biosafety Officer

Penn State University

Environmental Health and Safety

speaker@ehs.psu.edu

http://www.ehs.psu.edu

^...^

(O_O)

=(Y)=

 """
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Date:         Thu, 12 Feb 1998 11:33:47 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Vince Chase <vchase@BI-PHARM.COM>

Subject:      Re: mixed waste

MIME-version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=ISO-8859-1

Content-transfer-encoding: quoted-printable

Are protocol demands that lab personnel disinfect all samples in the lab=20

that are also radioactive.  Autoclaving radioactive waste is a no-no as=20

autoclaving has the bad habit of causing radioactive material to go=20

airborne.  We also dictate that bleach is not to be used for disinfecting=20

mixed waste.  There are article that state the sample mixed waste composed=20

of iodine and S-35 methionine will cause to the radioactive component to go=

=20

airborne.  We eliminate the possiblitiy of bad decision making on the part=20

of the researcher by eliminating bleach as a disinfectant altogether.

We have a large decay in storage facility for short lived nuclides (<100=20

days).  We have a license from the USNRC to hold for 10 halflives after=20

which we can dispose as non radioactive.  We wait 11 halflives just to be=20

sure.  For animals and other type waste with longer halflives (tritium and=20

C-14) are buried at an approved radioactive waste site.

Hope this helps,

Regards,

Vince Chase

vchase@bi-pharm.com

Radiation Safety Officer

Boehringer Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals

The opinions expressed here are those of the author and do not represent

the opinions policies or practices of Boehringer Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals.

 ----------

From: Maureen Simpson

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject: mixed waste

Date: Thursday, February 12, 1998 9:57AM

I am in search of information on how to handle mixed radioactive waste,

that is infectious and radioactive. Does anyone have a SOP dealing with

this subject?

Thank you in advance.

Maureen

Maureen Simpson

Defence Research Establishment Suffield

PO Box 4000, Medicine Hat, Alberta, Canada  T1A 8K6

tel (403) 544-4690

fax (403) 544-3388

email msimpson@dres.dnd.ca

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 12 Feb 1998 09:14:15 PST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: mixed waste

     Hi, Maureen --

     Like many others, we at UCSF treat mixed wastes by the rad/chem/bio

     hierarchy.  Any mixed waste containing radioactive materials is first

     treated as rad waste.  If the radioactive material has a half-life of

     <90 days, we do a ten half-life decay, then treat according to what's

     left - mixed chem and bio is treated as chem, while bio alone is

     sewered after inactivation.  Long half-life rad wastes, whether mixed

     or not, are always disposed of as radioactive wastes.  These will be

     solidified, encapsulated, etc., etc. to prevent leakage for eons

     (supposedly), during which time any residual infectivity from a bio

     agent should be eliminated by long-term exposure to radioactive decay.

     Chem wastes will generally be blended and incinerated, an effective

     sterilization process.  Hope this helps.

     -- Glenn

     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D.

     Biosafety Officer

     UC San Francisco

     415-476-2097

     ehs%glennf@ccmal.ucsf.edu

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: mixed waste

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    2/12/98 8:13 AM

I am in search of information on how to handle mixed radioactive waste,

that is infectious and radioactive. Does anyone have a SOP dealing with

this subject?

Thank you in advance.

Maureen

Maureen Simpson

Defence Research Establishment Suffield

PO Box 4000, Medicine Hat, Alberta, Canada  T1A 8K6

tel (403) 544-4690

fax (403) 544-3388

email msimpson@dres.dnd.ca
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Date:         Thu, 12 Feb 1998 15:57:53 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Eagleson Institute <eagleson@IME.NET>

Subject:      Re: Conferences

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=ISO-8859-1

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Dear Michele and other BIOSAFTY members,

The ABSA/Eagleson Spring Seminar Series is coming up on April 16-17, 1998

in Berkeley, California. We are offering two courses, one on Health and

Safety Issues in the Design and Operation of Animal Facilities, facilitated

by Jonathan Richmond of CDC, and another on Viral Vectors and Biosafety

Considerations, facilitated by Tom Kost of GlaxoWellcome. On April 16 there

will be free tours of UC Berkeley's state-of-the-art animal facility and

Integrated Environmental Systems, where biomedical waste is processed and

incinerated.

It you would like to receive the brochure, which contains all the details,

including the many guest presenters, please email  eagleson@ime.net.

Sincerely,

Mary Ann Sondrini

Executive Director

Eagleson Institute

----------

> From: Michele Crase <E00MMC1@WPO.CSO.NIU.EDU>

> To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject: Conferences

> Date: Wednesday, February 11, 1998 11:44 AM

>

> HI

> I thought there was a Biosafety Conference in May  1998.  It

> was sponsored by the CDC, (I think).  Now I can't find my

> flyer with the information.  Am I dreaming?  Maybe this flu

> is penetrating my gray cells.  Does anyone know of something

> along these lines in the next few months?

>

> Thanks

> MIchele Crase MT (ASCP), RBP

> Environmental Health and Safety

> Northern Illinois University

> DeKalb IL  60115

> mcrase@niu.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 13 Feb 1998 13:32:27 EST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Diane Fleming <Dimerck@AOL.COM>

Subject:      Re: Conferences

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit

The American Society for Microbiology meets 17-21, 1998 May in Atlanta.  There

should be a biosafety workshop during their preconference period. on May

16-17.  Contact Richard Green at the CDC to verify that the CDC is doing the

workshop.   I think Duke has some sort of spring conference that might include

biosafety, check with Jerry Tulis re that.  The AIHA meet in Atlanta on May

9-15. They have professional development courses on May 9-10, Fundamentals of

biosafety is on Saturday, May 9 # PDC 111, from 8-5 Fee $240 . There is one on

Lyme Disease PDC 119, and one on Microorg. in indoor air. PDC 122. On Sudnay

there is "Guidelines for determination, remediation and prevention of biol.

contamination in indoor environments. Hope that helps. Diane Fleming

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 13 Feb 1998 14:23:46 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Joseph H. Coggin Jr." <jcoggin@JAGUAR1.USOUTHAL.EDU>

Subject:      New Biosafety Training Program [UP, BBP] on CD ROM and Internet

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

Several inquiries have appeared requesting training materials on

Universal Precautions, Bloodborne Pathogens, etc that meet the goals set by

OSHA and NIH for biosafety.  I refer those interested to a web site in

Birmingham, AL @ "www.complynow.com". The company Optimize developed

the CD ROM system according to the OSHA BBP Standard and NIH biosafety

training guidelines.  It is a well-practiced training program.

  It has a thorough, detailed "train the trainer" component, an excellent

presentation of computer based-biosafety training for the employee trainee

with all the minimum essentials and with voice over for those trainees who

don't read as well, and excellent print out materials to give the trainee

take away information for personal study and use.  It has a super biosafety

library that can be tapped for printout of almost all essential NIH, OSHA

and CDC reference materials and the Standard, checklists for biosafety

audits used by OSHA inspectors, other help materials and is very user

friendly.  It provides a model Exposure Control plan and other materials I

created or collected for training purposes over the past 10

years.  I think it covers all the bases for new trainees and allows for

one on one or group training off an enlarger screen from the CD.  They

have an e mail help line and prepared answers for many of the questions

that appear in this chat group interested in Biological Safety.  It also

has forms for recording all OSHA BBP required material, audit record

keeping system, and many other basic items that can be used, browsed, or

ignored as is your want.  Cecil Ingram is the contact at the company

called "Optimize" and can be reached by phone at (205)879-9603 or Fax at

(205) 879-3757 or e mail at cingram@complynow.com. You might want to give

it a look-see to determine if it meets your needs.

You pay an initial fee for the use of the CD and the written program and a

maintenance fee for annual updates of the CD.  They can send you a

brochure on the training program which can also be purchased for large users

under an exclusive license agreement to save money.

Hopes this helps those seeking modern training materials and methods.

Joe Coggin,Ph.D., RBS, CBP

Professor and Chair,

U. of South Alabama,

Microbiology & Immunology

College of Medicine

Mobile, AL 36688

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 16 Feb 1998 15:13:12 -0800

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Wolz, Sarah" <swolz@PATHOGENESIS.COM>

Subject:      Foreign travel

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Can anyone share a good resource for checking on current health

recommendations for folks traveling to areas that may require infectious

disease prophylaxis?

We have several employees traveling to Vitoria, Brazil, wondering about

malaria and yellow fever....

Thanks--

Sarah Wolz

EH&S Coordinator

PathoGenesis Corp.

swolz@pathogenesis.com

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 16 Feb 1998 16:37:37 -0800

Reply-To:     sandra.fry@bccdc.hnet.bc.ca

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Sandra Fry <sandra.fry@BCCDC.HNET.BC.CA>

Subject:      BSL3: insect/rodent contol

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

This is my first question to this group...so I hope I am not repeating a

recently discussed topic, but here goes: What constitutes an "effective insect

and rodent control program" in a level 3 facility? I am writing a level 3

manual for our new labs and this has proven to be a bit of a stumbling block.

Any references? ideas? thanks in advance.

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 17 Feb 1998 00:32:58 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         paul rubock <rubockpa@UMDNJ.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Foreign travel

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=ISO-8859-1

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Try the CDC home page: http://www.cdc.gov/

There is a link there to a section called "traveller's health".

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 17 Feb 1998 00:54:15 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Mark Keim <mkeim@EMORY.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Foreign travel

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: multipart/mixed; boundary="------------266B6EF7585B"

This is a multi-part message in MIME format.

--------------266B6EF7585B

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Wolz, Sarah wrote:

>

> Can anyone share a good resource for checking on current health

> recommendations for folks traveling to areas that may require infectious

> disease prophylaxis?

>

> We have several employees traveling to Vitoria, Brazil, wondering about

> malaria and yellow fever....

>

> Thanks--

> Sarah Wolz

> EH&S Coordinator

> PathoGenesis Corp.

> swolz@pathogenesis.com

Try the CDC travel page...www.cdc.gov/trave/travel.html

--------------266B6EF7585B

Content-Type: text/html; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Content-Disposition: inline; filename="travel.html"

<BASE HREF="http://www.cdc.gov/travel/travel.html">

<html>

<head>

<title>CDC Home Travel Information Page</title>

</head>

<body BGCOLOR="0038A1" TEXT="FFFFff" LINK="FFFF02" VLINK="FFFFA5"

 ALINK="FF00FF">

<a HREF="travel2.htm">

<p align="left">Text Version</a> </p>

<div align="center"><center>

<table width="749" border="1" cellpadding="5" cellspacing="0">

  <tr valign="top">

    <td colspan="2" align="center" width="739"><img SRC="tb2.gif" width="556"

 height="106"

    border="0" alt="CDC Home Travel Information"> </td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td align="left" width="449"><a HREF="#reference"><font face="Arial

 Narrow,Arial" size="4"><b>Reference

    Material</b></font></a></td>

    <td rowspan="4" align="center" valign="center" width="280"><a

 href="travelmap.html"><img

    src="world2s.gif" width="199" height="100" border="0" alt="Graphical Travel

 Map"></a></td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td align="left" width="449"><a HREF="#outbreaks"><font face="Arial

 Narrow,Arial" size="4"><b>Disease

    Outbreaks</b></font></a><font face="Arial Narrow,Arial" size="2"> <b>Kenya

 and Somalia: Rift Valley Fever </font></b><a href="#outbreaks"><img

 src="new2.gif" width="28"

    height="11" alt="new2.gif" border="0"></a></td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td align="left" width="449"><b><font face="Arial Narrow,Arial" size="4"><a

    HREF="#addinfo">Additional Information</a> </font><font face="Arial

 Narrow,Arial" size="2">Hong

    Kong Avian Influenza</font></b><a href="#addinfo"><img src="new2.gif"

 width="28"

    height="11" alt="new2.gif" border="0"></a></td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td NOWRAP align="left" width="449"><a href="#georec"><font face="Arial

 Narrow,Arial"

    size="4"><b>Geographic Health Recommendations</b></font></a></td>

  </tr>

</table>

</center></div>

<table border="1" cellpadding="4" cellspacing="1">

  <a NAME="reference">

  <tr valign="top">

    <td rowspan="9"><h2><font face="Arial Narrow,Arial"

 size="5"><b>Reference<br>

    Material<br>

    for<br>

    International<br>

    Travel</b></font></h2>

    </td>

    <td align="right"><img src="blusheet.gif" border="0" width="30"

 height="38"><br>

    <b><i>The Blue Sheet</i></b></td>

    <td></a><a HREF="blusheet.htm">Summary of Health Information for

 International Travel</a> </td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td align="right"><img src="yelsheet.gif" width="30" height="38"

 border="0"><br>

    <b><i>The Yellow Book</i></b></td>

    <td>Health Information for International Travel <ul>

      <li><a href="http://www.cdc.gov/travel/yellowbk">1996-97 Edition -

 Hypertext Version</a> </li>

      <li><a HREF="ftp://ftp.cdc.gov/pub/Travel/reference/yellowbk.pdf">1996-97

 Edition - PDF

        Format</a> (1.07 MB) </li>

      <li><a HREF="ybint.htm">1996-97 Edition Purchasing Information </a></li>

    </ul>

    </td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td align="right"><img SRC="grnsheet.gif" width="30" height="38"

 border="0"><br>

    <b><i>The Green Sheet</i></b></td>

    <td><ul>

      <li><a

 href="http://www.cdc.gov/nceh/programs/sanit/vsp/scores/scores.htm">Summary of

        Sanitation Inspections of International Cruise Ships</a> </li>

      <li><a href="http://www.cdc.gov/nceh/programs/sanit/vsp/vsp.htm">About the

 Cruise Ship

        Sanitation Program</a> </li>

    </ul>

    </td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td><b>U.S. State Department Travel Information</b></td>

    <td>For information of a non-medical nature including civil unrest, crime,

 or natural

    disasters (such as, earthquakes, hurricanes, flooding, forest fires etc.)

 you may want to

    check the <b>U.S. State Department</b> consular information sheets or

 warnings by country

    at <a href="http://travel.state.gov">http://travel.state.gov</a></td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td><b>Vaccine Recommendations</b></td>

    <td><dl>

      <dt>Overall Immunization Schedule </dt>

      <dd>(<a HREF="http://www.cdc.gov/nip/child.htm">Childhood Vaccines</a>)

 </dd>

    </dl>

    <p>Primary Series and Booster Information<br>

    (See Geographic Recommendations Also) <ul>

      <li><a href="vaxundr2.htm">For persons less than 2 years of age</a> </li>

      <li><a href="vaxover2.htm">For persons over 2 years of age</a> </li>

    </ul>

    </td>

  </tr>

  <tr>

    <td>&nbsp;</td>

    <td>Yellow Fever: <ul>

      <li><a HREF="yelfever.htm">Comprehensive Vaccination Requirements</a>

 </li>

      <li><a HREF="icv.htm">Purchasing Information for International Certificate

 of Vaccination</a>

      </li>

    </ul>

    </td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td><b>Health-Care<br>

    Provider Information</b></td>

    <td><ul>

      <li><a href="hcwvax.htm">Vaccine Information</a> </li>

      <li><a href="spacing.htm">Spacing of Immunobiologics</a></li>

    </ul>

    </td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td><b>Food and Water<br>

    Precautions</b> </td>

    <td><a href="foodwatr.htm">Travelers' Diarrhea</a></td>

  </tr>

</table>

<table border="1" cellpadding="2" cellspacing="2">

  <a name="georec">

  <tr valign="top">

    <td rowspan="2"><h2><font face="Arial Narrow,Arial" size="5">Geographic<br>

    Health<br>

    Recommendations</font></h2>

    </td>

    <td><ul>

      <li></a><a href="austspac.htm">Australia and the South Pacific</a> </li>

      <li><a href="caribean.htm">Caribbean</a> </li>

      <li><a href="cafrica.htm">Central Africa</a> </li>

      <li><a href="eafrica.htm">East Africa</a> </li>

      <li><a href="eastasia.htm">East Asia</a> </li>

      <li><a href="easteurp.htm">Eastern Europe</a> </li>

      <li><a href="indianrg.htm">Indian Region</a> </li>

      <li><a href="camerica.htm">Mexico and Central America</a> </li>

    </ul>

    </td>

    <td><ul>

      <li><a href="mideast.htm">Middle East</a> </li>

      <li><a href="nafrica.htm">North Africa</a> </li>

      <li><a href="safrica.htm">Southern Africa</a> </li>

      <li><a href="seasia.htm">South East Asia</a> </li>

      <li><a href="tropsam.htm">Tropical South America</a> </li>

      <li><a href="temsam.htm">Temperate South America</a> </li>

      <li><a href="wafrica.htm">West Africa</a> </li>

      <li><a href="westeurp.htm">Western Europe</a> </li>

    </ul>

    </td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td>&nbsp;</td>

    <td align="center"><ul>

      <li><a href="regions.htm">List of Specific Countries Within Regions</a>

 </li>

      <li><a HREF="travelmap.html">Graphical Travel Map</a> </li>

    </ul>

    </td>

  </tr>

</table>

<p><a NAME="outbreaks"></a> </p>

<table border="1" cellpadding="4" cellspacing="1">

  <tr valign="top">

    <td rowspan="5"><h2><font face="Arial Narrow,Arial" size="5"><b>Disease<br>

    Outbreaks</b></font></h2>

    </td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

      <td><a href="val_fevr.htm">Kenya and Somalia: Rift Valley Fever</a> <br>

    </td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td><a href="kenya.htm">Kenya Meningococcal Disease</a></td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td><a href="russia.htm">New Independent States of the Former Soviet Union:

 Diphtheria</a></td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td><a href="tanzburu.htm">Tanzania and Burundi: Meningococcal

 Disease</a></td>

  </tr>

</table>

<p><a NAME="addinfo"></a> </p>

<table border="1" cellpadding="4" cellspacing="1">

  <tr valign="top">

    <td rowspan="17"><h2><font face="Arial Narrow,Arial"

 size="5"><b>Additional<br>

    Information</b></font></h2>

   </td>

<tr valign="top">

    <td><a href="hajj.htm">Saudi Arabia Hajj Requirements</a></td>

  </tr>

    <td><a href="http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/diseases/flu/fluah5n1.htm">Hong Kong:

 Avian

    Influenza</a><br>

    </td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td><a href="http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dbmd/menindom.htm">Meningitis

    Reports&#151;Dominican Republic</a></td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td><a href="cholera.htm">Cholera Information; description, transmission,

 prevention</a></td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td><a href="dengfvr.htm">Dengue Fever Information</a></td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td><a href="sprayair.htm">Disinsection; Spraying for insects in

 Aircraft</a></td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td><a

 href="http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/diseases/foodborn/e_coli.htm">Preventing

 Foodborne

    Illness: <i>Escherichia coli</i> O157:H7</a></td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td><a href="hepa_ig.htm">Hepatitis A Vaccine &amp; Immune Globulin (IG) -

 Disease and

    Vaccine Information</a></td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td><a href="hivaids.htm">HIV/AIDS Prevention</a> <br>

    <a href="hivtrav.htm">HIV Infected Traveler Precautions</a> </td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td><a href="jenceph.htm">Japanese Encephalitis Information</a></td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td><a href="malinfo.htm">Malaria: General information - description,

 transmission,

    treatment</a></td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td><a href="malpreg.htm">Malaria: information for children and pregnant

 women</a></td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td><a href="insctdis.htm">Other Insect Diseases</a></td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td><a href="rx_malar.htm">Prescription Drugs for Malaria</a></td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td><a href="rabies.htm">Rabies Information</a></td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td><a

 href="http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/diseases/bacter/typhoid.htm">Preventing Typhoid

    Fever: A Guide for Travelers</a></td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td><a href="tb_risk.htm">Tuberculosis Risk on Aircraft</a></td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td><a href="yfever.htm">Yellow Fever Disease &amp; Vaccine</a></td>

  </tr>

</table>

<table border="1" cellpadding="4" cellspacing="1">

  <tr valign="top">

    <td rowspan="2"><h2><font face="Arial Narrow,Arial" size="5">Other Ways<br>

    to Access<br>

    CDC Travel<br>

    Health Info</font></h2>

    </td>

    <td><a href="download.htm"><b>Via File Transfer Protocol (FTP)</b></a></td>

  </tr>

</table>

<p><a href="/cdc.html"><img align="bottom" src="/images/cdcrhp.gif" width="67"

 height="40"

alt="&lt;==" border="0"> CDC Homepage</a> <a href="/ncidod/ncid.htm"><img

 align="bottom"

src="/ncidod/backncid.gif" width="24" height="24" alt="&lt;==" border="0"> NCID

 Hompage</a>

</p>

<hr>

<h5>Division of Quarantine <br>

National Center for Infectious Diseases <br>

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention <br>

Atlanta, GA </h5>

<p><script LANGUAGE="JavaScript">

<!-- hide from non-JavaScript browsers

     document.write("Updated: "+document.lastModified);

// end hiding -->

</script> <br>

URL: http://www.cdc.gov/travel/travel.htm </p>

</body>

</html>

--------------266B6EF7585B--

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 17 Feb 1998 00:54:29 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Mark Keim <mkeim@EMORY.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Foreign travel

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: multipart/mixed; boundary="------------8A1415A26C4"

This is a multi-part message in MIME format.

--------------8A1415A26C4

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Wolz, Sarah wrote:

>

> Can anyone share a good resource for checking on current health

> recommendations for folks traveling to areas that may require infectious

> disease prophylaxis?

>

> We have several employees traveling to Vitoria, Brazil, wondering about

> malaria and yellow fever....

>

> Thanks--

> Sarah Wolz

> EH&S Coordinator

> PathoGenesis Corp.

> swolz@pathogenesis.com

Try the CDC travel page...www.cdc.gov/travel/travel.html

--------------8A1415A26C4

Content-Type: text/html; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Content-Disposition: inline; filename="travel.html"

<BASE HREF="http://www.cdc.gov/travel/travel.html">

<html>

<head>

<title>CDC Home Travel Information Page</title>

</head>

<body BGCOLOR="0038A1" TEXT="FFFFff" LINK="FFFF02" VLINK="FFFFA5"

 ALINK="FF00FF">

<a HREF="travel2.htm">

<p align="left">Text Version</a> </p>

<div align="center"><center>

<table width="749" border="1" cellpadding="5" cellspacing="0">

  <tr valign="top">

    <td colspan="2" align="center" width="739"><img SRC="tb2.gif" width="556"

 height="106"

    border="0" alt="CDC Home Travel Information"> </td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td align="left" width="449"><a HREF="#reference"><font face="Arial

 Narrow,Arial" size="4"><b>Reference

    Material</b></font></a></td>

    <td rowspan="4" align="center" valign="center" width="280"><a

 href="travelmap.html"><img

    src="world2s.gif" width="199" height="100" border="0" alt="Graphical Travel

 Map"></a></td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td align="left" width="449"><a HREF="#outbreaks"><font face="Arial

 Narrow,Arial" size="4"><b>Disease

    Outbreaks</b></font></a><font face="Arial Narrow,Arial" size="2"> <b>Kenya

 and Somalia: Rift Valley Fever </font></b><a href="#outbreaks"><img

 src="new2.gif" width="28"

    height="11" alt="new2.gif" border="0"></a></td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td align="left" width="449"><b><font face="Arial Narrow,Arial" size="4"><a

    HREF="#addinfo">Additional Information</a> </font><font face="Arial

 Narrow,Arial" size="2">Hong

    Kong Avian Influenza</font></b><a href="#addinfo"><img src="new2.gif"

 width="28"

    height="11" alt="new2.gif" border="0"></a></td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td NOWRAP align="left" width="449"><a href="#georec"><font face="Arial

 Narrow,Arial"

    size="4"><b>Geographic Health Recommendations</b></font></a></td>

  </tr>

</table>

</center></div>

<table border="1" cellpadding="4" cellspacing="1">

  <a NAME="reference">

  <tr valign="top">

    <td rowspan="9"><h2><font face="Arial Narrow,Arial"

 size="5"><b>Reference<br>

    Material<br>

    for<br>

    International<br>

    Travel</b></font></h2>

    </td>

    <td align="right"><img src="blusheet.gif" border="0" width="30"

 height="38"><br>

    <b><i>The Blue Sheet</i></b></td>

    <td></a><a HREF="blusheet.htm">Summary of Health Information for

 International Travel</a> </td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td align="right"><img src="yelsheet.gif" width="30" height="38"

 border="0"><br>

    <b><i>The Yellow Book</i></b></td>

    <td>Health Information for International Travel <ul>

      <li><a href="http://www.cdc.gov/travel/yellowbk">1996-97 Edition -

 Hypertext Version</a> </li>

      <li><a HREF="ftp://ftp.cdc.gov/pub/Travel/reference/yellowbk.pdf">1996-97

 Edition - PDF

        Format</a> (1.07 MB) </li>

      <li><a HREF="ybint.htm">1996-97 Edition Purchasing Information </a></li>

    </ul>

    </td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td align="right"><img SRC="grnsheet.gif" width="30" height="38"

 border="0"><br>

    <b><i>The Green Sheet</i></b></td>

    <td><ul>

      <li><a

 href="http://www.cdc.gov/nceh/programs/sanit/vsp/scores/scores.htm">Summary of

        Sanitation Inspections of International Cruise Ships</a> </li>

      <li><a href="http://www.cdc.gov/nceh/programs/sanit/vsp/vsp.htm">About the

 Cruise Ship

        Sanitation Program</a> </li>

    </ul>

    </td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td><b>U.S. State Department Travel Information</b></td>

    <td>For information of a non-medical nature including civil unrest, crime,

 or natural

    disasters (such as, earthquakes, hurricanes, flooding, forest fires etc.)

 you may want to

    check the <b>U.S. State Department</b> consular information sheets or

 warnings by country

    at <a href="http://travel.state.gov">http://travel.state.gov</a></td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td><b>Vaccine Recommendations</b></td>

    <td><dl>

      <dt>Overall Immunization Schedule </dt>

      <dd>(<a HREF="http://www.cdc.gov/nip/child.htm">Childhood Vaccines</a>)

 </dd>

    </dl>

    <p>Primary Series and Booster Information<br>

    (See Geographic Recommendations Also) <ul>

      <li><a href="vaxundr2.htm">For persons less than 2 years of age</a> </li>

      <li><a href="vaxover2.htm">For persons over 2 years of age</a> </li>

    </ul>

    </td>

  </tr>

  <tr>

    <td>&nbsp;</td>

    <td>Yellow Fever: <ul>

      <li><a HREF="yelfever.htm">Comprehensive Vaccination Requirements</a>

 </li>

      <li><a HREF="icv.htm">Purchasing Information for International Certificate

 of Vaccination</a>

      </li>

    </ul>

    </td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td><b>Health-Care<br>

    Provider Information</b></td>

    <td><ul>

      <li><a href="hcwvax.htm">Vaccine Information</a> </li>

      <li><a href="spacing.htm">Spacing of Immunobiologics</a></li>

    </ul>

    </td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td><b>Food and Water<br>

    Precautions</b> </td>

    <td><a href="foodwatr.htm">Travelers' Diarrhea</a></td>

  </tr>

</table>

<table border="1" cellpadding="2" cellspacing="2">

  <a name="georec">

  <tr valign="top">

    <td rowspan="2"><h2><font face="Arial Narrow,Arial" size="5">Geographic<br>

    Health<br>

    Recommendations</font></h2>

    </td>

    <td><ul>

      <li></a><a href="austspac.htm">Australia and the South Pacific</a> </li>

      <li><a href="caribean.htm">Caribbean</a> </li>

      <li><a href="cafrica.htm">Central Africa</a> </li>

      <li><a href="eafrica.htm">East Africa</a> </li>

      <li><a href="eastasia.htm">East Asia</a> </li>

      <li><a href="easteurp.htm">Eastern Europe</a> </li>

      <li><a href="indianrg.htm">Indian Region</a> </li>

      <li><a href="camerica.htm">Mexico and Central America</a> </li>

    </ul>

    </td>

    <td><ul>

      <li><a href="mideast.htm">Middle East</a> </li>

      <li><a href="nafrica.htm">North Africa</a> </li>

      <li><a href="safrica.htm">Southern Africa</a> </li>

      <li><a href="seasia.htm">South East Asia</a> </li>

      <li><a href="tropsam.htm">Tropical South America</a> </li>

      <li><a href="temsam.htm">Temperate South America</a> </li>

      <li><a href="wafrica.htm">West Africa</a> </li>

      <li><a href="westeurp.htm">Western Europe</a> </li>

    </ul>

    </td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td>&nbsp;</td>

    <td align="center"><ul>

      <li><a href="regions.htm">List of Specific Countries Within Regions</a>

 </li>

      <li><a HREF="travelmap.html">Graphical Travel Map</a> </li>

    </ul>

    </td>

  </tr>

</table>

<p><a NAME="outbreaks"></a> </p>

<table border="1" cellpadding="4" cellspacing="1">

  <tr valign="top">

    <td rowspan="5"><h2><font face="Arial Narrow,Arial" size="5"><b>Disease<br>

    Outbreaks</b></font></h2>

    </td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

      <td><a href="val_fevr.htm">Kenya and Somalia: Rift Valley Fever</a> <br>

    </td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td><a href="kenya.htm">Kenya Meningococcal Disease</a></td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td><a href="russia.htm">New Independent States of the Former Soviet Union:

 Diphtheria</a></td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td><a href="tanzburu.htm">Tanzania and Burundi: Meningococcal

 Disease</a></td>

  </tr>

</table>

<p><a NAME="addinfo"></a> </p>

<table border="1" cellpadding="4" cellspacing="1">

  <tr valign="top">

    <td rowspan="17"><h2><font face="Arial Narrow,Arial"

 size="5"><b>Additional<br>

    Information</b></font></h2>

   </td>

<tr valign="top">

    <td><a href="hajj.htm">Saudi Arabia Hajj Requirements</a></td>

  </tr>

    <td><a href="http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/diseases/flu/fluah5n1.htm">Hong Kong:

 Avian

    Influenza</a><br>

    </td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td><a href="http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dbmd/menindom.htm">Meningitis

    Reports&#151;Dominican Republic</a></td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td><a href="cholera.htm">Cholera Information; description, transmission,

 prevention</a></td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td><a href="dengfvr.htm">Dengue Fever Information</a></td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td><a href="sprayair.htm">Disinsection; Spraying for insects in

 Aircraft</a></td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td><a

 href="http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/diseases/foodborn/e_coli.htm">Preventing

 Foodborne

    Illness: <i>Escherichia coli</i> O157:H7</a></td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td><a href="hepa_ig.htm">Hepatitis A Vaccine &amp; Immune Globulin (IG) -

 Disease and

    Vaccine Information</a></td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td><a href="hivaids.htm">HIV/AIDS Prevention</a> <br>

    <a href="hivtrav.htm">HIV Infected Traveler Precautions</a> </td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td><a href="jenceph.htm">Japanese Encephalitis Information</a></td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td><a href="malinfo.htm">Malaria: General information - description,

 transmission,

    treatment</a></td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td><a href="malpreg.htm">Malaria: information for children and pregnant

 women</a></td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td><a href="insctdis.htm">Other Insect Diseases</a></td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td><a href="rx_malar.htm">Prescription Drugs for Malaria</a></td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td><a href="rabies.htm">Rabies Information</a></td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td><a

 href="http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/diseases/bacter/typhoid.htm">Preventing Typhoid

    Fever: A Guide for Travelers</a></td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td><a href="tb_risk.htm">Tuberculosis Risk on Aircraft</a></td>

  </tr>

  <tr valign="top">

    <td><a href="yfever.htm">Yellow Fever Disease &amp; Vaccine</a></td>

  </tr>

</table>

<table border="1" cellpadding="4" cellspacing="1">

  <tr valign="top">

    <td rowspan="2"><h2><font face="Arial Narrow,Arial" size="5">Other Ways<br>

    to Access<br>

    CDC Travel<br>

    Health Info</font></h2>

    </td>

    <td><a href="download.htm"><b>Via File Transfer Protocol (FTP)</b></a></td>

  </tr>

</table>

<p><a href="/cdc.html"><img align="bottom" src="/images/cdcrhp.gif" width="67"

 height="40"

alt="&lt;==" border="0"> CDC Homepage</a> <a href="/ncidod/ncid.htm"><img

 align="bottom"

src="/ncidod/backncid.gif" width="24" height="24" alt="&lt;==" border="0"> NCID

 Hompage</a>

</p>

<hr>

<h5>Division of Quarantine <br>

National Center for Infectious Diseases <br>

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention <br>

Atlanta, GA </h5>

<p><script LANGUAGE="JavaScript">

<!-- hide from non-JavaScript browsers

     document.write("Updated: "+document.lastModified);

// end hiding -->

</script> <br>

URL: http://www.cdc.gov/travel/travel.htm </p>

</body>

</html>

--------------8A1415A26C4--

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 17 Feb 1998 01:08:36 -0500

Reply-To:     grobertson@erols.com

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "George A. Robertson" <grobertson@EROLS.COM>

Subject:      Re: Foreign travel

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: multipart/alternative;

              boundary="----=_NextPart_000_01BD3B40.930B9F00"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

This is a multi-part message in MIME format.

------=_NextPart_000_01BD3B40.930B9F00

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=ISO-8859-1

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

I highly recommend the CDC homepage at <http://www.cdc.gov>  There is a

section on international immunization requirements and recommendations for

travelers (the Yellow Book).  Also, a net search for "travel medicine" will

provide with MORE information that you can imagine.  You might also try:

<http://medinfo-online.com/travel.html>

Good luck, and don't drink the water (or ice).

George Robertson

----------

> From: Wolz, Sarah <swolz@PATHOGENESIS.COM>

> To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject: Foreign travel

> Date: Monday, February 16, 1998 6:13 PM

>

> Can anyone share a good resource for checking on current health

> recommendations for folks traveling to areas that may require infectious

> disease prophylaxis?

>

> We have several employees traveling to Vitoria, Brazil, wondering about

> malaria and yellow fever....

>

> Thanks--

> Sarah Wolz

> EH&S Coordinator

> PathoGenesis Corp.

> swolz@pathogenesis.com

------=_NextPart_000_01BD3B40.930B9F00

Content-Type: text/html; charset=ISO-8859-1

Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

<html><head></head><BODY bgcolor=3D"#FFFFFF"><p><font size=3D2 =

color=3D"#000000" face=3D"Arial">I highly recommend the CDC homepage at =

&lt;http://www.cdc.gov&gt; &nbsp;There is a section on international =

immunization requirements and recommendations for travelers (the Yellow =

Book). &nbsp;Also, a net search for &quot;travel medicine&quot; will =

provide with MORE information that you can imagine. &nbsp;You might also =

try: &nbsp;&lt;http://medinfo-online.com/travel.html&gt;<br><br>Good =

luck, and don't drink the water (or ice).<br><br>George =

Robertson<br><br>----------<br>&gt; From: Wolz, Sarah &lt;<font =

color=3D"#0000FF"><u>swolz@PATHOGENESIS.COM</u><font =

color=3D"#000000">&gt;<br>&gt; To: <font =

color=3D"#0000FF"><u>BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU</u><font =

color=3D"#000000"><br>&gt; Subject: Foreign travel<br>&gt; Date: Monday, =

February 16, 1998 6:13 PM<br>&gt; <br>&gt; Can anyone share a good =

resource for checking on current health<br>&gt; recommendations for =

folks traveling to areas that may require infectious<br>&gt; disease =

prophylaxis?<br>&gt; <br>&gt; We have several employees traveling to =

Vitoria, Brazil, wondering about<br>&gt; malaria and yellow =

fever....<br>&gt; <br>&gt; Thanks--<br>&gt; Sarah Wolz<br>&gt; EH&amp;S =

Coordinator<br>&gt; PathoGenesis Corp.<br>&gt; <font =

color=3D"#0000FF"><u>swolz@pathogenesis.com</u><font =

color=3D"#000000"></p>

</font></font></font></font></font></font></font></body></html>

------=_NextPart_000_01BD3B40.930B9F00--

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 17 Feb 1998 09:40:48 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Midgett, Jill" <jsm@ASCIENCES.COM>

Subject:      Re: Foreign travel

The CDC web site has all the information they'll need.

----------

From:   Wolz, Sarah[SMTP:swolz@PATHOGENESIS.COM]

Reply To:       A Biosafety Discussion List

Sent:   Monday, February 16, 1998 6:13 PM

To:     BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject:        Foreign travel

Importance:     High

Can anyone share a good resource for checking on current health

recommendations for folks traveling to areas that may require infectious

disease prophylaxis?

We have several employees traveling to Vitoria, Brazil, wondering about

malaria and yellow fever....

Thanks--

Sarah Wolz

EH&S Coordinator

PathoGenesis Corp.

swolz@pathogenesis.com

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 18 Feb 1998 09:22:54 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Joseph H. Coggin Jr." <jcoggin@JAGUAR1.USOUTHAL.EDU>

Subject:      Apology (fwd)

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

---------- Forwarded message ----------

Date: Tue, 17 Feb 1998 13:01:26 -0600 (CST)

From: Joseph H. Coggin Jr. <jcoggin@jaguar1.usouthal.edu>

To: BIOSAFTY@mitvma.edu

Subject: Apology

Ladies and Gentlemen who subscribe toBIOSAFTY:

Last week I responded to  several requests the week before in Biosafty

about useful training materials now available to users by telling you about

a new product offered by Optimize, Inc of Birmingham, AL on CD ROM called

"Comply Now".  I related that it was largely my biosafety material

collected over the years which I used and tested in the field in hundreds

of training sessions across America with good success.  I want all of

you to know that I have an Exclusive License Agreement with Optimize, Inc

and will recieve a small Royalty on Gross sales in case any of you did

not realize that I did not give away ten years of work.  Hence, Please

realize my bias in tell you about its good features.  Richard Fink was

concerned that this continuing relationship with Optimize and me could

bias my positive statements about its potential usefulness.  Please

accept my apologies, and I thank Richard for his concern in this matter.

Sincerely,

Joe Coggin

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 18 Feb 1998 10:19:35 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Erik Talley <erik@CEHS.SIU.EDU>

Subject:      Government Inst. Training Video

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Does anyone have or use the video from Government Institutes, Inc.

entitled: "Workplace Precautions Against Bloodborne Pathogens?"

If so, you might notice the nurse in the first few minutes of the video

performing a 2-handed recap of a needle after giving an immunization to

a patient. Big time no no! I called Government Inst. to let them know.

Erik

_________________________________

Erik Talley, Assistant Director

Center for Environmental Health & Safety

Southern Illinois University

erik@cehs.siu.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 18 Feb 1998 08:21:41 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: BSL3: insect/rodent contol <fwd>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

>

>Could you please forward this message on to the list.  My email address

>has changed so I'll need to subscribe again.  Thanks.

>

>--- Begin Forwarded Message ---

>Date: Tue, 17 Feb 1998 12:58:09 +0000

>From: Meredith Lahr <Meredith.Lahr@ehs.ucsb.edu>

>Subject: Re: BSL3: insect/rodent contol

>Sender: melah@ehs.ucsb.edu

>To: sandra.fry@bccdc.hnet.bc.ca

>

>Reply-To: Meredith.Lahr@ehs.ucsb.edu

>Message-ID: <SIMEON.9802171209.E@muahost.ehs.ucsb.edu>

>

>

>An effective insect and rodent control program will always come down to

>the goals of Integrated Pest Management (IPM). An IPM approach to to

>pest control is "least toxic" and "target (pest) specific" methods.  In

>the "Biohazards Management Handbook" there is a very informative

>chapter on "Integrated Pest Managment Program for Research Facilities"

>written by Gary D. Alpert from Harvard University.  The Handbook was

>edited by Daniel F. Liberman and Judith Gordon.  (ISBN 0-8247-7897-9)

>

>

>On Mon, 16 Feb 1998 16:37:37 -0800 Sandra Fry

><sandra.fry@BCCDC.HNET.BC.CA> wrote:

>

>> This is my first question to this group...so I hope I am not repeating a

>> recently discussed topic, but here goes: What constitutes an "effective

insect

>> and rodent control program" in a level 3 facility? I am writing a level 3

>> manual for our new labs and this has proven to be a bit of a stumbling

block.

>> Any references? ideas? thanks in advance.

>

>----------------------

>Meredith Lahr

>Biosafety Officer

>University of California

>Santa Barbara, CA 93106-5132

>(805) 893-8894

>

>Meredith.Lahr@ehs.ucsb.edu

>

>--- End Forwarded Message ---

>

>

>----------------------

>Meredith Lahr

>Biosafety Officer

>University of California

>Santa Barbara, CA 93106-5132

>(805) 893-8894

>

>Meredith.Lahr@ehs.ucsb.edu

>

>

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 18 Feb 1998 16:28:57 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Mike Wendeler <WENDELEM@LABS.WYETH.COM>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

I am trying to persuade our lab personnel to remove the UV lights from

biosafety cabinets.  From what I understand, UV light is very ineffective

because of the time required to kill microorganisms and the fact that the

light source has to be relatively close to the surface that you want to

decontaminate, also the light must be cleaned daily.  Does anyone

have any references that I could use as ammunition to discourage the

use of these UV lights as a method of decontamination.  I've had difficult

time trying to persuade some of our old time microbiologists to get rid of

these lights as well as natural gas from biosafety cabinets.

Mike Wendeler

Biosafety Officer

Wyeth-Ayerst Global Pharmaceuticals

Radnor, Pennsylvania

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 18 Feb 1998 14:03:12 -0800

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Melinda Young <biosafe@U.WASHINGTON.EDU>

Subject:      UV lights

In-Reply-To:  <s4eb0d96.072@labs.wyeth.com>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

Good luck

There is a statement in NSF standard 49 about UV lights not being

recommended.

Our best try of this was actually ordering some BSC's is without UV lamps

by mistake.  They had to learn that they really didn't need them.

Melinda Young

On Wed, 18 Feb 1998, Mike Wendeler wrote:

> I am trying to persuade our lab personnel to remove the UV lights from

> biosafety cabinets.  From what I understand, UV light is very ineffective

> because of the time required to kill microorganisms and the fact that the

> light source has to be relatively close to the surface that you want to

> decontaminate, also the light must be cleaned daily.  Does anyone

> have any references that I could use as ammunition to discourage the

> use of these UV lights as a method of decontamination.  I've had difficult

> time trying to persuade some of our old time microbiologists to get rid of

> these lights as well as natural gas from biosafety cabinets.

> Mike Wendeler

> Biosafety Officer

> Wyeth-Ayerst Global Pharmaceuticals

> Radnor, Pennsylvania

>

______________________________________________________________________________

Melinda Young                           University of Washington

Biosafety Supervisor                    Environmental Health and Safety

Prevention and Assessment Office        Box 354400

biosafe@u.washington.edu                Seattle, WA 98195-4400

(206)543-7278-voice mail

(206)543-3351-fax                       Office:Rm 411 of Hall Health Center

(206)543-9510-answered by real person 8-5 weekdays

my schedule 7:45-4:45

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 18 Feb 1998 16:46:51 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Joseph H. Coggin Jr." <jcoggin@JAGUAR1.USOUTHAL.EDU>

Subject:      Re: your mail

In-Reply-To:  <s4eb0d96.072@labs.wyeth.com>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

Mike:  The NSF Standard 49 is the only one that will have "teeth".  The

manufacturer of the replacement bulbs has test data showing the rapidly

diminishing potentcy of the bulbs with hours of use.  This shows they

work poorly after a few days or weeks.  Most such lights are left on at

night and become useless  after a month.  They also don't penetrate

anything under racks and paper and therefore don't work.  They sure burn

retinas by reflected glare.

Joe Coggin

On Wed, 18 Feb 1998, Mike Wendeler wrote:

> I am trying to persuade our lab personnel to remove the UV lights from

> biosafety cabinets.  From what I understand, UV light is very ineffective

> because of the time required to kill microorganisms and the fact that the

> light source has to be relatively close to the surface that you want to

> decontaminate, also the light must be cleaned daily.  Does anyone

> have any references that I could use as ammunition to discourage the

> use of these UV lights as a method of decontamination.  I've had difficult

> time trying to persuade some of our old time microbiologists to get rid of

> these lights as well as natural gas from biosafety cabinets.

> Mike Wendeler

> Biosafety Officer

> Wyeth-Ayerst Global Pharmaceuticals

> Radnor, Pennsylvania

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 18 Feb 1998 16:21:42 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Roland Leitner <rleitner@ACS.UCALGARY.CA>

Organization: University of Calgary

Subject:      Computerized Laboratory Audits

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Hello folks,

I am "shopping around" for a system that allows our university to

conduct laboratory audits / environmental health & safety in a more

automated fashion.

I would appreciate any feedback regarding computerized auditing /

inspection systems that you are either using, or selling, or you know

of.

Thanks,

Roland

--

Roland Leitner

Laboratory Safety Officer

University Safety Services

220-4612 fax:284-1332

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 19 Feb 1998 14:27:12 -1000

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Peter Le Blanc Smith <PMLBS@AAHL.DAH.CSIRO.AU>

Subject:      Re: UV lamps in biosafety cabinets

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

At 04:28 PM 2/18/98 -0500, Mike Wendeler wrote:

>I am trying to persuade our lab personnel to remove the UV lights from

>biosafety cabinets.  From what I understand, UV light is very ineffective

>because of the time required to kill microorganisms and the fact that the

>light source has to be relatively close to the surface that you want to

>decontaminate, also the light must be cleaned daily.  Does anyone

>have any references that I could use as ammunition to discourage the

>use of these UV lights as a method of decontamination.  I've had difficult

>time trying to persuade some of our old time microbiologists to get rid of

>these lights as well as natural gas from biosafety cabinets.

If UV lights are fitted, they should be working properly (producing

radiation at 254 nm) and not just a pretty, violet light. Testing the UV

radiation intensity at the work surface gives the user some useful

information about the equipment that they are using. They may choose to use

UV light as an adjunct to physical cleaning and chemical disinfection or for

other novel purposes. There are other safety considerations.

Installation of UV lamps are not recommended in the Australian Standard AS

2647-1994: Biological safety cabinets - installation and use, and AS

2252.2-1994: Laminar flow biological safety cabinets (Class II) for

personnel, environment and product protection.   The reasons noted in

AS2647-1994 may be useful if you argue against their use in your facility.

They are:

  Personnel exposed to UV radiation may suffer eye damage and erythema.

  UV lamps may generate ozone.

  The radiation is not penetrating and is ineffective on dry organisms.

  Radiation intensity reduces over time due to degradation and surface

staining of the lamps.

  UV radiation causes degradation of certain materials that may be used in

cabinet construction.

AS 2647-1994 requires that where UV lamps are in place, the intensity of

radiation at a wavelength of 254 nm shall be not less that 400 mW/m2 when

measured at the work floor surface. The cabinet is also fitted with a

permanently marked label "Danger. Protect eyes when ultraviolet lamps are

operating".  In addition, provision shall be made in the wiring to ensure

that the lamps will not operate when the blowers are operating.  We have

read this to mean that the UV lamps will not operate even during the

post-use over-run period. This also accommodates a local rule that the night

cover be in place when the UV lights are in operation so that stray UV light

does not affect the people in the laboratory.  If the night cover were in

place with the blowers running then, correctly, cabinet alarms would be raised.

As for natural gas burners in the cabinet, AS2647-1994 states that Bunsen

burners should not be used in Class II cabinets as they disrupt the laminar

flow and the barrier air. The use of disposable loops or an alternative mans

of heating is preferred.

Small electrical incinerators may be an option as they probably do not

produce a large turbulent air flow. I haven't seen any tests on the effects

of such items in a safety cabinet. I presume that the cabinet would need to

be tested when the incinerator is at operating temperature. I recall this

issue being discussed previously. There may be useful information in archive.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Any opinions contained in this email message are personal and do not

necessarily reflect the view of AAHL or CSIRO.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Peter Le Blanc Smith                            pmlbs@aahl.dah.csiro.au

Biocontainment Microbiologist

Australian Animal Health Laboratory             Ph:  (03)  5227 5000

Private Mail Bag 24                             Int: +61 3 5227 5000

Geelong Vic 3220                                Fax: (03)  5227 5555

Australia                                       Int: +61 3 5227 5555

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 19 Feb 1998 06:56:36 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Judy Pointer <jpointer@NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

I have found the reason why they don't work well is because:

1.  Upon initial installation, UV intensity is OK for diminishing viable

microbs on smooth surfaces close to light source, but after ~ 6 months

intensity of proper wavelength (around 265 nm), decreases to below

acceptable levels.

2.  Staff notice blue UV light and assume that "it is working OK" long

after the lamps peter-out.  Gives false since of security.

3.  Cost to monitor wavelenght and change UV lamps is excessive for degree

of benefit.  Alternate disinfectant approaches (routine and frequent

surface decons) are much cheaper, easier to maintain, and equal to or more

effective in most cases.

4.  Maintenance staff (housekeeping, facility services) during off hours

must be trained and warned of UV lamp exposure hazards during cleaning and

maintenance operations.  This adds to expense and creates an additional

unnecessary hazard.

My opinion only

Judy Pointer, CBSP

UTMDACC

jpointer@mdacc.tmc.edu

WENDELEM@LABS.WYETH.COM on 02/18/98 03:28:57 PM

Please respond to BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

cc:    (bcc: Judy M. Pointer/MDACC)

Subject:

I am trying to persuade our lab personnel to remove the UV lights from

biosafety cabinets.  From what I understand, UV light is very ineffective

because of the time required to kill microorganisms and the fact that the

light source has to be relatively close to the surface that you want to

decontaminate, also the light must be cleaned daily.  Does anyone

have any references that I could use as ammunition to discourage the

use of these UV lights as a method of decontamination.  I've had difficult

time trying to persuade some of our old time microbiologists to get rid of

these lights as well as natural gas from biosafety cabinets.

Mike Wendeler

Biosafety Officer

Wyeth-Ayerst Global Pharmaceuticals

Radnor, Pennsylvania

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 19 Feb 1998 09:06:54 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Scott Keimig, Ph.D., CIH" <keimig@MAIL.NCIFCRF.GOV>

Subject:      Re: Computerized Laboratory Audits

In-Reply-To:  <34EB6D06.597F562@acs.ucalgary.ca>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

EPI in Columbia MD is a commercial source of customizable "audit" software

specifically designed for OSH & Environmental compliance.  We use their

products in tracking our lab inspections, etc.  Principals are Paul

Esposito and John Spencer -- 410-964-9900.  I have no financial interest in

this firm (and you should know that there are other sources of audit

software) just a satisfied customer.

At 04:21 PM 2/18/98 -0700, you wrote:

>I am "shopping around" for a system that allows our university to

>conduct laboratory audits / environmental health & safety in a more

>automated fashion.....(cut)

Scott D. Keimig, Ph.D., CIH

Manager, Occupational & Environmental

Hygiene Branch, SEPP  301-846-1451

NCI-FCRDC Bldg 426, Frederick, MD 21702

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 19 Feb 1998 09:17:45 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         John Keene <jkeene@EROLS.COM>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=ISO-8859-1

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Mike, Just show them the info on the ineffectiveness of the lights. Don't

remove them because, removing them will probablyalter the effectiveness of

the cabinet.  If they were designed with the lights in them, the lights

should stay.  True the lights are not doing what they were thought to do,

but they are physically part of the cabinet and removal may affect the

operation of thecabinet.  Best to just inform people that they are not what

they are cracked up to be.

----------

> From: Mike Wendeler <WENDELEM@LABS.WYETH.COM>

> To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:

> Date: Wednesday, February 18, 1998 4:28 PM

>

> I am trying to persuade our lab personnel to remove the UV lights from

> biosafety cabinets.  From what I understand, UV light is very ineffective

> because of the time required to kill microorganisms and the fact that the

> light source has to be relatively close to the surface that you want to

> decontaminate, also the light must be cleaned daily.  Does anyone

> have any references that I could use as ammunition to discourage the

> use of these UV lights as a method of decontamination.  I've had

difficult

> time trying to persuade some of our old time microbiologists to get rid

of

> these lights as well as natural gas from biosafety cabinets.

> Mike Wendeler

> Biosafety Officer

> Wyeth-Ayerst Global Pharmaceuticals

> Radnor, Pennsylvania

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 19 Feb 1998 09:45:36 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: UV bulb life

In-Reply-To:  <s4eb0d96.072@labs.wyeth.com>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

UV lights work only for a specified(short) time.  Get a meter to measure

the UV output and make them replace the bulbs.  Most are rated for about

630 hours of use.  As you can see they will not last long.

Bob

>I am trying to persuade our lab personnel to remove the UV lights from

>biosafety cabinets.  From what I understand, UV light is very ineffective

>because of the time required to kill microorganisms and the fact that the

>light source has to be relatively close to the surface that you want to

>decontaminate, also the light must be cleaned daily.  Does anyone

>have any references that I could use as ammunition to discourage the

>use of these UV lights as a method of decontamination.  I've had difficult

>time trying to persuade some of our old time microbiologists to get rid of

>these lights as well as natural gas from biosafety cabinets.

>Mike Wendeler

>Biosafety Officer

>Wyeth-Ayerst Global Pharmaceuticals

>Radnor, Pennsylvania

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety
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Date:         Thu, 19 Feb 1998 08:49:30 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Joseph H. Coggin Jr." <jcoggin@JAGUAR1.USOUTHAL.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Computerized Laboratory Audits

In-Reply-To:  <34EB6D06.597F562@acs.ucalgary.ca>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

Roland:

I have two suggestions related to Biosafety that we use at our University

and Medical School.  I am sure that all safety standards could be

managed the same way.  One way is to use a standard BSL-2 or appropriate

checklist which is on the computer [but doesn't have to be] and any other

check items your institution feels are important and REQUIRE that every

PI or Faculty member or major supervisor, whose work involves biosafety

considerations, address the list and answer all relevant questions about

their operation annually.  Your Biosafety Committee needs to review these

annually and your committee reserves the right to inspect any facility

and check out the report for any or no reason.  This puts the problem on

the correct persons back and is an automated system in part since your

work is reduced to reading self-audits and checking them out.  Most are

accurate.  Some are never honest and get frequent visits by our biosafety

personnel.

An alternative is to purchase the Optimize ComplyNow BBP /Biosafety

training, auditing and compliance program.  Contact Optimize @ their web

site www.complynow.com or by e mail cingram@complynow.com.  Incidently, I

wrote those programs and get a commission on each sale so as to be honest

with you.  The first option above is cheaper.  The CD ROM Optimize system

is all computer, very good if I may say so, and Optimize's computer

scores the audits and writes the report for you.  It is not cheap, but is

complete.

Joe Coggin, Ph.D. RBP and CBP

Professor and Chair

On Wed, 18 Feb 1998, Roland Leitner wrote:

> Hello folks,

>

> I am "shopping around" for a system that allows our university to

> conduct laboratory audits / environmental health & safety in a more

> automated fashion.

>

> I would appreciate any feedback regarding computerized auditing /

> inspection systems that you are either using, or selling, or you know

> of.

>

> Thanks,

>

> Roland

>

> --

> Roland Leitner

> Laboratory Safety Officer

> University Safety Services

> 220-4612 fax:284-1332

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 19 Feb 1998 10:32:09 EST

Reply-To:     speaker@ehs.psu.edu

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Curt Speaker <speaker@SAFETY-1.SAFETY.PSU.EDU>

Organization: University Safety - Penn State Univ

Subject:      Re: UV lights in BSCs

In-Reply-To:  <199802191430.JAA17069@smtp1.erols.com>

John:

I question your logic on this one.  The lights stick out far enough

from the back  surface of the hood that they are likely to produce

eddies and disturb the laminar flow of air within the cabinet.

Researchers who think that UV lights are effective probably consider

this an acceptable tradeoff for the "germicidal" activity that the

light provides (at least during the first month).  I think the UV

tube can be removed with little or no effect on hood performance.  I

would stop short of removing the clips that hold the light on each

end, however, since that would leave an opening into the air plenum

in the back of the hood and produce a source of potential

contamination in the work area.

Curt

Curt Speaker

Biosafety Officer

Penn State University

Environmental Health and Safety

speaker@ehs.psu.edu

http://www.ehs.psu.edu

^...^

(O_O)

=(Y)=

 """
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Date:         Thu, 19 Feb 1998 14:03:22 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Mike Wendeler <WENDELEM@LABS.WYETH.COM>

Subject:      International Biosafety Guidelines and Regulations

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Does anyone know of any internet websites that might have information

on biosafety guidelines for areas out side the U.S. (ie. Europe, Asia,

Pacific Rim Countries, South America, etc.)  Any information would be

helpful.

Thanks,

Mike Wendeler

Biosafety Officer

Wyeth-Ayerst Global Pharmaceuticals

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 19 Feb 1998 13:43:28 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         FRANCIS COLE <FCOLE@OCHSNER.ORG>

Subject:      International Biosafety Guidelines and Regulations -Reply

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Canada has an excellent biosafety manual.

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 19 Feb 1998 14:59:37 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: International Biosafety Guidelines and Regulations

In-Reply-To:  <s4ec3d4d.036@labs.wyeth.com>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

At 02:03 PM 2/19/98 -0500, you wrote:

>Does anyone know of any internet websites that might have information

>on biosafety guidelines for areas out side the U.S. (ie. Europe, Asia,

>Pacific Rim Countries, South America, etc.)  Any information would be

>helpful.

>Thanks,

>Mike Wendeler

>Biosafety Officer

>Wyeth-Ayerst Global Pharmaceuticals

>

Try these two web sites:

http://www.boku.ac.at/iam/efb/efb_wp.htm

http://biosafety.ihe.be/#Menu

Richard Fink, SM(NRM)

Assoc. Biosafety Officer

Mass. Inst. of Tech.

617-258-5647

rfink@mit.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 19 Feb 1998 07:35:46 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Don Callihan <don_callihan@MS.BD.COM>

Subject:      Re: UV lights

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

     Where can I obtain a complete copy of NSF 49, print or web site?  I,

     too, have been trying to discourage use of UV lights in BSCs.  Unless

     cleaned regularly, even the effectiveness in the immediate area is

     greatly diminished.

     A bigger problem may occur when they are left on when personnel are in

     the lab.  Stainless steel reflects UV light very efficiently.  Many

     years ago a graduate student I was working with suffered greatly from

     UV-induced retinitis by reflected UV light from a laminar flow hood as

     he worked at his lab bench, more than 10 feet away!

     Don Callihan, Ph.D.

     Biosafety Officer

     Becton Dickinson Microbiology Systems

     MSC 982

     250 Schilling Circle

     Cockeysville, MD 21030

     Phone: 410.773.6684

     Fax: 410.773.6446

     e-mail: don_callihan@ms.bd.com

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: UV lights

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>  at ms.bd.com

Date:    2/18/98 2:03 PM

Good luck

There is a statement in NSF standard 49 about UV lights not being

recommended.

Our best try of this was actually ordering some BSC's is without UV lamps

by mistake.  They had to learn that they really didn't need them.

Melinda Young

On Wed, 18 Feb 1998, Mike Wendeler wrote:

> I am trying to persuade our lab personnel to remove the UV lights from

> biosafety cabinets.  From what I understand, UV light is very ineffective

> because of the time required to kill microorganisms and the fact that the

> light source has to be relatively close to the surface that you want to

> decontaminate, also the light must be cleaned daily.  Does anyone

> have any references that I could use as ammunition to discourage the

> use of these UV lights as a method of decontamination.  I've had difficult

> time trying to persuade some of our old time microbiologists to get rid of

> these lights as well as natural gas from biosafety cabinets.

> Mike Wendeler

> Biosafety Officer

> Wyeth-Ayerst Global Pharmaceuticals

> Radnor, Pennsylvania

>

______________________________________________________________________________

Melinda Young                           University of Washington

Biosafety Supervisor                    Environmental Health and Safety

Prevention and Assessment Office        Box 354400

biosafe@u.washington.edu                Seattle, WA 98195-4400

(206)543-7278-voice mail

(206)543-3351-fax                       Office:Rm 411 of Hall Health Center

(206)543-9510-answered by real person 8-5 weekdays

my schedule 7:45-4:45

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 19 Feb 1998 16:40:26 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Joseph H. Coggin Jr." <jcoggin@JAGUAR1.USOUTHAL.EDU>

Subject:      Re: International Biosafety Guidelines and Regulations

In-Reply-To:  <s4ec3d4d.036@labs.wyeth.com>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

Mike:

I have the European Biosafety Reg and the Canadian and British Reg on

Biohazards and Biosafety as well as the European EOC R DNA Regs if you

want them.  They are voluminous so it will take a while to copy them.

Call me (334) 460-6314 if you want me to have them xeroxed.

Joe Coggin.

On Thu, 19 Feb 1998, Mike Wendeler wrote:

> Does anyone know of any internet websites that might have information

> on biosafety guidelines for areas out side the U.S. (ie. Europe, Asia,

> Pacific Rim Countries, South America, etc.)  Any information would be

> helpful.

> Thanks,

> Mike Wendeler

> Biosafety Officer

> Wyeth-Ayerst Global Pharmaceuticals

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 20 Feb 1998 08:31:43 +0000

Reply-To:     allan.bennett@camr.org.uk

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Comments:     Authenticated sender is <allan.bennett@[172.31.31.27]>

From:         Allan Bennett <allan.bennett@CAMR.ORG.UK>

Organization: camr.org.uk

Subject:      Re: International Biosafety Guidelines and Regulations

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

The UK guidelines on biosafety are entitled "Categorisation of

biological agents according to hazard and categories of

containment". They are written by the Advisory Committee on

Dangewrous Pathogens. The ISBN is 0-7176-1038-1.

Regards

Allan

::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

Allan Bennett

Biosafety Investigation Unit

Centre for Applied Microbiology and Research

Porton Down, Salisbury, SP4 OJG, UK

Tel 44 (0)1980 612392

Fax 44 (0)1980 611384

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 20 Feb 1998 08:53:24 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Biosafety Position

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

The following is a FWD from Brenda Wong:

>                                               February 18, 1998

>Greetings

>

>Are you (or do you know of someone) interested in a career in biosafety?

>We are looking for someone with a strong biomedical / genetic engineering

>research background who has good communications skills, likes to help

>people, is well organized, has good computer skills, and is willing to work

>hard.  The University of California, San Diego (UCSD) is searching for the

>right person to fill a new position in Environmental Health and Safety's

>biosafety program. The people in our dynamic biosafety program work

>directly with UCSD's world-renown biomedical research community to

>facilitate safe, effective research.  Activities will include: research

>protocol review; conduct comprehensive laboratory safety audits; develop

>and provide training; consult with individuals or groups in the research

>community to identify and solve problems; and create new ways to more

>effectively apply biosafety practices and procedures.  The salary is $

>41,100 to $51,300.  Apply by 2/27/98, referencing job 114140-Y to: UCSD

>Human Resources, La Jolla, CA 92093-0967.  Web site: http:/www-hr.ucsd.edu.

>

>~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

>114140-Y

>BIOSAFETY SPECIALIST

>Environmental, Health & Safety

>Filing Deadline: 2/13/98

>$41,100-$51,300/yr.

>100% Career

>

>     Payroll title: EH&S Specialist I. Contribute to the design, development,

>     implementation and maintenance of significant portions of the

biosafety program >     at a major research university. Conduct independent

review of research

>     protocols. Perform comprehensive laboratory safety surveys. Consult

with

>     laboratory directors and staff to implement biosafety practices and

procedures.

>     Work closely with laboratory staff to ensure proper handling and

disposal of

>     infectious waste. Track certification of biosafety cabinets. Maintain

the UCSD

>     Biosafety Handbook. Facilitate laboratory compliance with Federal,

State, and

>     local regulations. Respond to and assist with the mitigation of

emergencies and

>     spills involving biohazardous materials.  Design, develop and provide

formal and >     informal training to individuals and groups on the above

topics.

>     SPECIAL CONDITIONS OF EMPLOYMENT: Must be available to work

>     extended hours and call-back. Valid CA Drivers license to operate UC

>     vehicles. Must pass a medical examination and be cleared to wear

respirators,

>     Self Contained Breathing Apparatus and personal protective clothing.

REQUIREMENTS:

>     Substantial experience in biomedical research. Proven ability to

perform reviews >     of biosafety proposals involving the use of

infectious agents, recombinant DNA, >     and bloodborne pathogens.

Extensive knowledge of research laboratory

>     procedures in the following areas: recombinant DNA technology, genetics,

>     infectious agents and genetic engineering. Skill in using computer

programs and

>     applications. Must be able and willing to respond to biohazardous

materials

>     spills as part of UCSDs response team.  Skill to evaluate workplace

situations for >     safe handling, storage, use, or disposal of

biohazardous and other hazardous

>     materials. Experience in developing and presenting quality training

programs.

>     Demonstrated ability to write clear, concise technical reports.

Proven ability to

>     respond to biohazardous materials releases.  Effective interpersonal

skills to

>     interact with all levels of personnel.

>PREFERRED:

>     Experience as a biosafety professional. Knowledge of Federal, State,

and local

>     regulations pertaining to biohazards, bloodborne pathogens and

biohazardous

>     waste. Knowledge of Center of Disease Control & Prevention (CDC) and

>     National Institutes of Health (NIH) guidelines for biosafety as they

apply to

>     infectious agents, recombinant DNA.

>

>

>

Richard Fink, SM(NRM)

Assoc. Biosafety Officer

Mass. Inst. of Tech.

617-258-5647

rfink@mit.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 20 Feb 1998 09:45:21 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Jairo Betancourt <jairob@MIAMI.EDU>

Subject:      Re: UV lights

In-Reply-To:  <9802198879.AA887918145@7crsmtp_md.ms.bd.com>

MIME-version: 1.0

Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

Don: Here is the informatio you need: NSF International- 3475 Plynouth

Road- P.O. Box 130140- Ann Arbor, Michigan 48113-0140- Phone (313)

769-8010, Fax: 313-769-0109.

On Thu, 19 Feb 1998, Don Callihan wrote:

>      Where can I obtain a complete copy of NSF 49, print or web site?  I,

>      too, have been trying to discourage use of UV lights in BSCs.  Unless

>      cleaned regularly, even the effectiveness in the immediate area is

>      greatly diminished.

>

>      A bigger problem may occur when they are left on when personnel are in

>      the lab.  Stainless steel reflects UV light very efficiently.  Many

>      years ago a graduate student I was working with suffered greatly from

>      UV-induced retinitis by reflected UV light from a laminar flow hood as

>      he worked at his lab bench, more than 10 feet away!

>

>      Don Callihan, Ph.D.

>      Biosafety Officer

>      Becton Dickinson Microbiology Systems

>      MSC 982

>      250 Schilling Circle

>      Cockeysville, MD 21030

>      Phone: 410.773.6684

>      Fax: 410.773.6446

>      e-mail: don_callihan@ms.bd.com

>

>

> ______________________________ Reply Separator

 _________________________________

> Subject: UV lights

> Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>  at ms.bd.com

> Date:    2/18/98 2:03 PM

>

>

> Good luck

>

> There is a statement in NSF standard 49 about UV lights not being

> recommended.

>

> Our best try of this was actually ordering some BSC's is without UV lamps

> by mistake.  They had to learn that they really didn't need them.

>

> Melinda Young

>

>

> On Wed, 18 Feb 1998, Mike Wendeler wrote:

>

> > I am trying to persuade our lab personnel to remove the UV lights from

> > biosafety cabinets.  From what I understand, UV light is very ineffective

> > because of the time required to kill microorganisms and the fact that the

> > light source has to be relatively close to the surface that you want to

> > decontaminate, also the light must be cleaned daily.  Does anyone

> > have any references that I could use as ammunition to discourage the

> > use of these UV lights as a method of decontamination.  I've had difficult

> > time trying to persuade some of our old time microbiologists to get rid of

> > these lights as well as natural gas from biosafety cabinets.

> > Mike Wendeler

> > Biosafety Officer

> > Wyeth-Ayerst Global Pharmaceuticals

> > Radnor, Pennsylvania

> >

>

> ______________________________________________________________________________

>

> Melinda Young                           University of Washington

> Biosafety Supervisor                    Environmental Health and Safety

> Prevention and Assessment Office        Box 354400

> biosafe@u.washington.edu                Seattle, WA 98195-4400

> (206)543-7278-voice mail

> (206)543-3351-fax                       Office:Rm 411 of Hall Health Center

> (206)543-9510-answered by real person 8-5 weekdays

> my schedule 7:45-4:45

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 20 Feb 1998 12:00:33 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Lois Sowden-Plunkett <lsowden@UOTTAWA.CA>

Subject:      syringes/needles found in waste

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

I have a question related to an issue currently being discussed here at the

University of Ottawa with respect to finding needles or syringes in public

areas or garbage cans. Has anyone experienced similar problems, and if so,

what measures have you put into place to minimize the risk to Housekeeping

staff, Protection staff and the student/university population.

Are your housekeeping staff your employees or is this service contracted out

and what is the implication? Is there concern regarding language barriers

e.g., house cleaning staff's mother language is not an official language of

your country?

If needles are found in public areas or washroom garbage cans, who picks up

the needle, i.e., Protection staff, Housekeeping staff or Environmental

Health and Safety staff?  Has anyone implemented a needle drop off program

providing sharps containers for needle users such as diabetics?

***************************************************************

Lois Sowden-Plunkett

Head, Radiation and Biosafety

Environmental Health and Safety Service

University of Ottawa

P.O. Box 450, Station A

Ottawa, Ontario. K1N 6N5

(613) 562-5800 ext. 3058

Fax (613) 562-5112

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 20 Feb 1998 11:05:59 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "LouAnn C. Burnett" <lburnett@UIUC.EDU>

Subject:      NSF 49

In-Reply-To:  <9802198879.AA887918145@7crsmtp_md.ms.bd.com>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Don,

No freebies for this document.  You'll have to pay.

You can order NSF 49 from NTIS off the web at:

http://www.fedworld.gov/cgi-bin/waisgate?waisdocid=9348129941+0+0+0&waisact

ion=retrieve

There's also an NSF website where you can call NSF, pay your money, receive

a password, and then download.

try http://www.nsf.org/publications/html/download_standards.html

Have fun!

LouAnn

-------------------------------------------------------------------

LouAnn C. Burnett

Assistant Director, Environmental Health & Safety

Biological Safety Section

Division of Environmental Health & Safety

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

217-244-7362 (office)     217-244-6594 (fax)

--------------------------------------------------------------------

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 20 Feb 1998 14:04:56 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: syringes/needles found in waste

In-Reply-To:  <199802201700.MAA48690@cliff.uottawa.ca>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

At it's heart you are addressing why the Bloodborne Pathogens Standard came

into being in the United States.  We had syringes and needles  popping up

in the strangest places.  Beaches, High School tracks, sidewalks...ect.

Here,  A special crew for housekeeping is trained to handle biohazards.  My

department can be called in as well.  Due to students having to take

medication needling needles, Our Health Service issues sharps containers

which are to be returned for anew one when full.  Sharps problems in the

working areas of our campus are addressed through our blood borne policies.

Bob

>I have a question related to an issue currently being discussed here at the

>University of Ottawa with respect to finding needles or syringes in public

>areas or garbage cans. Has anyone experienced similar problems, and if so,

>what measures have you put into place to minimize the risk to Housekeeping

>staff, Protection staff and the student/university population.

>

>Are your housekeeping staff your employees or is this service contracted out

>and what is the implication? Is there concern regarding language barriers

>e.g., house cleaning staff's mother language is not an official language of

>your country?

>

>If needles are found in public areas or washroom garbage cans, who picks up

>the needle, i.e., Protection staff, Housekeeping staff or Environmental

>Health and Safety staff?  Has anyone implemented a needle drop off program

>providing sharps containers for needle users such as diabetics?

>

>

>

>***************************************************************

>Lois Sowden-Plunkett

>Head, Radiation and Biosafety

>Environmental Health and Safety Service

>University of Ottawa

>P.O. Box 450, Station A

>Ottawa, Ontario. K1N 6N5

>(613) 562-5800 ext. 3058

>Fax (613) 562-5112

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 20 Feb 1998 07:47:05 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Don Callihan <don_callihan@MS.BD.COM>

Subject:      Re[2]: International Biosafety Guidelines and Regulations

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

     Would it be possible to post such regulations on the ChABSA website

     for ready reference?

     Don Callihan, Ph.D.

     Biosafety Officer

     Becton Dickinson Microbiology Systems

        Cockeysville, MD 21030

        phone: 410.773.6684

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Re: International Biosafety Guidelines and Regulations

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>  at ms.bd.com

Date:    2/19/98 4:40 PM

Mike:

I have the European Biosafety Reg and the Canadian and British Reg on

Biohazards and Biosafety as well as the European EOC R DNA Regs if you

want them.  They are voluminous so it will take a while to copy them.

Call me (334) 460-6314 if you want me to have them xeroxed.

Joe Coggin.

On Thu, 19 Feb 1998, Mike Wendeler wrote:

> Does anyone know of any internet websites that might have information

> on biosafety guidelines for areas out side the U.S. (ie. Europe, Asia,

> Pacific Rim Countries, South America, etc.)  Any information would be

> helpful.

> Thanks,

> Mike Wendeler

> Biosafety Officer

 Wyeth-Ayerst Global Pharmaceuticals

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 20 Feb 1998 15:52:05 PST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Computerized Laboratory Audits

     Roland -

     I'd be happy to share (with you or anyone else who's interested) some

     info about our custom Environmental Health and Safety Management

     Information System (EHASMIS).  It includes a Use Authorization section

     (currently radioactive materials, biologicals and controlled

     substances) and a Lab Audit section.  And we're adding a chemical

     inventory section.  Give me a call or a direct e-mail (off the list).

     -- Glenn

     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D., CBSP

     Biosafety Officer

     UC San Francisco

     415-476-2097

     ehs%glennf@ccmail.ucsf.edu

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Computerized Laboratory Audits

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    2/18/98 3:26 PM

Hello folks,

I am "shopping around" for a system that allows our university to

conduct laboratory audits / environmental health & safety in a more

automated fashion.

I would appreciate any feedback regarding computerized auditing /

inspection systems that you are either using, or selling, or you know

of.

Thanks,

Roland

--

Roland Leitner

Laboratory Safety Officer

University Safety Services

220-4612 fax:284-1332

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 23 Feb 1998 11:03:27 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Paul Zel <Zel_Paul/mskcc_SAFETY@MSKMAIL.MSKCC.ORG>

Subject:      Re: International Biosafety Guidelines and Regulations

In-Reply-To:  <s4ec3d4d.036@labs.wyeth.com>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII; name="International"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

     Mike:  You might try ABSA's web page, www.absa.org, in the "Biosafety

     Resources" section, open "Biosafety Pages".  There are a few

     international sites listed.  Although not on the web, I've found the

     World Health Organization's (WHO) "Laboratory Biosafety Manual" useful

     for several projects.  It is available through WHO Publications

     Centre, USA  49 Sheridan Ave., Albany, N.Y. 12210   (518) 436-9686.  I

     hope that this is helpful.

     Paul Zel

     Biosafety Officer

     Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center

     New York, N.Y.

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: International Biosafety Guidelines and Regulations

Author:  WENDELEM (WENDELEM@LABS.WYETH.COM) at Internet

Date:    2/19/98 1:03 PM

Does anyone know of any internet websites that might have information

on biosafety guidelines for areas out side the U.S. (ie. Europe, Asia,

Pacific Rim Countries, South America, etc.)  Any information would be

helpful.

Thanks,

Mike Wendeler

Biosafety Officer

Wyeth-Ayerst Global Pharmaceuticals

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 23 Feb 1998 10:14:36 -0600
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "LouAnn C. Burnett" <lburnett@UIUC.EDU>

Subject:      Conference on New and Re-emerging Infectious Diseases

In-Reply-To:  <9801208880.AA888018910@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>
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FYI--especially to those close to Champaign-Urbana.  You can't beat the

price.  $25 for the conference, breakfast, coffee breaks, lunch, and

reception!!  LouAnn

 ----------------------------------------------------------------------

>Elanco Animal Health, Eli Lilly and Co., and Laboratory of Molecular

>Parasitology,  Center for Zoonosis and Infectious Diseases, and Department

>of Veterinary Pathobiology, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign are

>sponsoring a meeting entitled "New and Re-emerging Infectious Diseases". The

>meeting will be held April 10, 1998 at the Levis Center. The registration

>fee is nominal ($25 for faculty and staff, $10 for students). Everyone is

>encouraged to particpate.

>

>For more information, check the meeting web site:

>

>http://www.cvm.uiuc.edu/vpweb/announcements/moreno.htm

>

>Richard E. Isaacson

>Department of Veterinary Pathobiology

>University of Illinois

>2001 S. Lincoln Ave.

>Urbana, Illinois 61801                                  Phone:(217)333-7825

>Internet --  isaacson@ux1.cso.uiuc.edu         FAX:   (217)244-7421

----------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------

LouAnn C. Burnett

Assistant Director, Environmental Health & Safety

Biological Safety Section

Division of Environmental Health & Safety

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

217-244-7362 (office)     217-244-6594 (fax)

--------------------------------------------------------------------
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Organization: Department of Environmental Health and Safety

Subject:      Group B Strep
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We have a researcher who wants to conduct infection studies in the rat

model using group B strep and staph epidermidis.  In reviewing their

protocol some concerns have arisen, particularly about group B strep and

the biosafety level that should be followed.

It is my understanding that group B strep is found with a frequency of

10-30% in the female genital tract and that it does not cause disease in

healthy adult humans.  In the event that it is transmitted to the fetus

or neonate, however, the consequences can be grave (up to 50% fatality

if aquired in the first week).

The protocol indicates that transthorac injection will be used to induce

infection in pleural tissue.  I am leaning toward requiring BSL 2 for

this part of the experiment but the researchers are pushing for BSL1

using the argument that group B strep is normal human flora.  While I

don't wish to be overly restrictive I do have concerns with the

consequences (from both a medical and liability standpoint) should any

lab or animal care personnel become pregnant during the course of this

study.  Are there any biosafety professionals out there who are

experienced with or can advise regarding this organism?  If there is a

concensus from this list I believe that all parties will be satisfied.

Thank you in advance,

Julie Kniesly, CIH

jaknie01@ulkyvm.louisivlle.edu
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Subject:      Re: Group B Strep
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I have worked with Streptococcus agalactiae, the Group B strep (GBS), some

types or strains of which are more pathogenic than others. GBS meets the

criteria for Risk Group 2. It can cause skin infection, endocarditis,

puerperal infection, neonatal septicemia and meningitis. There are quite a few

bacteria which can act like normal flora in one host but cause disease when

transmitted to another person or another anatomical site.  GBS are commonly

found in the pharynx, GI tract and vagina. The carrier can infect her infant

with serious disease. We are not working in a lab under the same conditions as

the natural form of the disease.  Since GBS has been shown to cause disease in

adults, one needs to protect workers from exposure, infection, colonization

and disease. The goal is to protect the workers as well as the work. The

animal experiments which you describe can be done by tailor making the work

practices and equipment to the work at hand. Don't get too hung up on putting

the work into a "box" of BSL 2 requirements.  Take what you need and leave the

rest. Diane Fleming.

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 23 Feb 1998 15:25:25 EST

Reply-To:     kflaniga@bangate.fda.gov

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Karen Flanigan <kflaniga@BANGATE.FDA.GOV>

Subject:      Ergonomics-multiple glove usage

This message has been sent to multiple lists- sorry for any inconvenience

this may cause you..

One of our laboratory investigators has informed me that she is suffering

from hand pain involving her thumbs.  She has been told by her physician to

wear leather thumb braces on both hands whenever she can.  She believes that

her problem is associated with her BSL-3 research which requires her to wear

3 pairs of latex gloves for an average of 2 to 4 hours per day.

She explained that her hands are broad with short fingers, and that the large

and medium gloves are too long in the finger area, while the small gloves

are too small across the palms.  She wears the small size because the med and

lge restrict her dexterity, and, if I understand correctly, the extra finger

length bunches up and causes finger numbness.   She believes that the small

size has  restricted her grasping motion and caused the pain when using her

thumb to grasp objects.

1. Does anyone know of a latex glove mfr. which has gloves which are wider?

2. Has anyone else had reports of hand pain associated with double or triple

gloving protocols?

3.  Are there any ergonomics studies which address this type of problem?

Thanks,

Karen Flanigan CIH, CSP

Industrial Hygienist

FDA Safety Staff

E-mail: KFlaniga@OC.FDA.Gov

phone(301)827-1014  fax(301)827-1018
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From:         Judy Pointer <jpointer@NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Group B Strep
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FYI - web address for MSDS for Group B Strep - courtesy Health Canada.

Note number of laboratory acquired infections.

http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/hpb/lcdc/bmb/msds/msds145e.html

Judy Pointer
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From:         Gillian Norton <gmnorton@JULIAN.UWO.CA>

Subject:      forensic laboratories
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Does anyone have experience designing laboratory facilities for police

forensic work? I have been asked to advise  on the  laboratory and

containment requirements to handle the various specimens which may pass

through a forensic lab. Level 2 procedures and practices would seem

suitable but I would appreciate any advise  from anyone who had had

experience with this.

Gillian Norton

The University of Western Ontario
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From:         Sue Pedrick <spedric@CLEMSON.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Request for information on Serum Storage Programs
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Dear Georgia,  Thank you so much for your time/effort in informing us of

your M.D. Anderson experience re serum banking (the end of October).  I am

trying to gather material (pro/con/techniques for this, and would greatly

appreciate your FAXING me the reference you mentioned from a vet journal if

you can access it easily enough  -- or email me.  Thanks a lot!  Sue

Pedrick, RN (Clemson Univ Occupational Health Nurse)

At 04:29 PM 10/30/97 -0500, you wrote:

>One of our biosafety specialists just telephoned to comment on my lack of

>courage..."great info-why didn't you put it out on the list?"  Here's our

>experience from M.D. Anderson.

>

>

>---------------------- Forwarded by Georgia A. Thomas/MDACC on 10/30/97

>04:23 PM ---------------------------

>(Embedded image moved to file: PIC16989.PCX)   Georgia A. Thomas

>10/30/97 02:34 PM

>

>

>To:   AndrewBraun@alum.mit.edu

>cc:   Erle Janssen/MDACC@MDACC, Judy M. Pointer/MDACC@MDACC

>Subject:  Re: Request for information on Serum Storage Programs  (Document

>      link not converted)

>

>We have had serum banking available at M.D. Anderson for at least 15-20

>years.  The sequential answers to your questions follow, based on our

>experience:

>   (1)  Serum banking has been a routine part of our remote-site veterinary

>   research facility (all animal contact persons; this includes students).

>   In Houston, banking is encouraged by Employee Health whenever infectious

>   agents have been handled that have met the loose criteria of

>   "interesting, clearly hazardous, who-knows-but-we're-worried" category.

>   In addition, all research personnel can have serum banked, on request.

>   You probably know that banking is seriously out of fashion with AALAC

>   right now.

>   (2) Utility/harm of samples:  We have used them only rarely.  I have two

>   memorable examples of utilization of stored serum:  in one case, serum

>   had been appropriated banked at hire, with consent.  We were able to

>   demonstrate that a Chinese researcher was HTLV-II positive at the time

>   of hire, and not because of accidental infection via manipulation of

>   serum samples.  In the second case, serum samples were both stored and

>   tested without clear consent by a researcher who had isolated an

>   incompletely characterized retrovirus in his laboratory.  He used an

>   antibody test he had developed to test serum on two research assistants

>   in his laboratory.  This was a very unhappy event for all of us which

>   never yielded clinically interpretable information.  We have not used

>   our samples for epi studies but we would certainly do this if samples

>   were appropriately deidentified or we obtained informed consent.

>   (3)  abuse of the samples:  Has not occurred in the banked samples

>   controlled by the Safety Director and me.  But see (2).  No testing of

>   banked serum can be done without the informed consent of the donor,

>   unless specimens are deidentified.  This is an occupational health and

>   safety serum bank and can't be ethically used for other purposes.

>   (4) establishing chain of custody

>   (5) special security measures     :  we don't do it.  These are medical

>   samples and are neither obtained nor maintained as forensic specimens.

>   (6) length of time we maintain serum:  indefinitely.  (The safety

>   director and I went halves on the purchase of the freezer; Laboratory

>   Medicine does phlebotomies and maintains the bank in Houston.)

>   (6) do samples deteriorate?  Only if they are not maintained at proper

>   temperature.  Actually, that's a good question for our laboratory

>   medicine physicians.  I will ask.

>   (7) oh please.  what a scary thought.  see (3).  Can only speak for EH&S

>   and Employee Health: not in this lifetime.

>   (8) other ideas:  the bank comforts me even if I hardly ever use it, and

>   it also comforts other scientists.  Because it is not mandatory and

>   because we still have the $$ to maintain it, we will probably continue

>   to do so.

>

>   I have a reference for you from a vet journal on this topic - if you

>   send me a fax number I will fax it to you.

>

>   Georgia Thomas

>   Employee Health

>

>

>

>andrew820@WORLDNET.ATT.NET on 10/27/97 06:48:28 PM

>

>Please respond to BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>

>To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>cc:    (bcc: Georgia A. Thomas/MDACC)

>Subject:  Request for information on Serum Storage Programs

>

>

>

>

>        This note is a request for help from everyone on the Biosafty list.

>I am interesting in your experience with serum storage programs.  My hope

>is to gather a representative sample of experiences with these programs and

>present the information at next year's ABSA meeting. A summary will also

>appear of Biosafty. Please send your responses to me at

>AndrewBraun@alum.mit.edu. I will keep them private. If you wish you can

>send the responses through Biosafty.

>        Here is what I would like to know. 1) What kind of work is thought

>to require serum sampling and storage? 2) Have frozen samples been useful

>or harmful in a medical or legal context? If so, please write a narrative

>description of the experience. 3) Has there been abuse of the samples? For

>instance testing for drugs, genetic tests, antibody tests without the

>donor's permission. 4) How does your institution establish chain of

>custody? 5) Are any special security measures in use?  6) How long are

>samples kept? Do they deteriorate? 7) Is genetic testing contemplated?

>Under what circumstances? Drug testing? 8) Any other ideas on the subject?

>

>

>

>

>

>

>

>

>Attachment Converted: C:\EUDORA\PIC16989.PCX

>
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Subject:      Re: forensic laboratories
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Try Lewis Faulkner at 703-640-1454. He's designing the FBI's new labs.

At 12:12 PM 2/24/98 -0500, you wrote:

>Does anyone have experience designing laboratory facilities for police

>forensic work? I have been asked to advise  on the  laboratory and

>containment requirements to handle the various specimens which may pass

>through a forensic lab. Level 2 procedures and practices would seem

>suitable but I would appreciate any advise  from anyone who had had

>experience with this.

>

>Gillian Norton

>The University of Western Ontario

>

>

Jim Clark

151 ESE

656-0792
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         DOBLHOFF-DIER OTTO <doblhoff@EDV2.BOKU.AC.AT>

Organization: Universitaet fuer Bodenkultur Wien

Subject:      Release of Micro-organisms into the environment

In-Reply-To:  <3.0.32.19980224131534.0069a958@ces.clemson.edu>

Dear Biosafety Netters,

I am currently preparing a review on the application of

micro-organsims in the environment. Can you point out any good net-

or other resources on large scale releases of both

genetically modified micro-organisms and "natural" microorganisms.

The review will be available on the net as soon as I am done

Thanks

Otto

Otto Doblhoff-Dier, Inst. Appl. Microbiol, Univ. Agric.,

Nussdorfer Laende 11, A-1190 Vienna, Austria, Europe

Tel: *43-1-36006-6204    Fax:*43-1-3697615

EMAIL: doblhoff@edv2.boku.ac.at

WWW: http://www.boku.ac.at/iam/efb/doblhoff/doblhoff.htm
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Subject:      Re: unique requirements of forensic laboratories
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Mary Louise Graham

02/25/98 09:17 AM

I think you have the right concept Gillian using Level 2 procedures and

practices as a start point.  I have been involved with a number of sites

and have noticed several situations unique to forensic labs:

- No cross-contamination is allowable - one must provide a clean and

protected environment with no cross contamination, i.e. between perpetrator

and victim's specimens. This could be accomplished through the use of two

seperate rooms and the need for independent ductwork may also be needed,

particularly if drying cabinets are not used (see below).

- Definitely recommend drying cabinets or similar devices. These are used

for drying articles of clothing etc. soaked with blood and other body

fluids, and are now being constructed as self contained units with HEPA

filters which can also be completely decontaminated/cleaned between

specimens. Presently, the most common method typically used is a hanging

clothes line and brown paper on the floor to catch the drippings.

- Photography of specimens must similarly be done in an appropriate room

(not office space) and darkrooms need to have sufficient ventilation to

remove all fumes.

- Biological safety cabinets and fume hoods need to be on a yearly

certification plan. The use of cyanoacrylate chambers also require proper

ventilation.

     Lastly, there are several groups in Ontario that are similarly

upgrading their facilities and I would strongly recommend that they contact

each other to share design, construction, equipment and other information

where ever possible,

M.L. Graham

A/Director

Office of Biosafety

Phone (613) 957-1779

Fax (613) 941-0596

gmnorton @ JULIAN.UWO.CA

24/02/98 12:12 PM

Please respond to BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

To:   BIOSAFTY @ MITVMA.MIT.EDU

cc:    (bcc: Mary Louise Graham)

Subject:  forensic laboratories

Does anyone have experience designing laboratory facilities for police

forensic work? I have been asked to advise  on the  laboratory and

containment requirements to handle the various specimens which may pass

through a forensic lab. Level 2 procedures and practices would seem

suitable but I would appreciate any advise  from anyone who had had

experience with this.

Gillian Norton

The University of Western Ontario
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From:         Gillian Norton <gmnorton@JULIAN.UWO.CA>

Subject:      Re: unique requirements of forensic laboratories

In-Reply-To:  <852565B6.004BA461.00@smta00.hc-sc.gc.ca>
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Thanks very much for the information. You mentioned other groups who are

also upgrading their facilities. Could you let me know who these groups are

so I can pass this on. I am visiting the London Police facility today as a

preliminary visit to see their existing facility. I don't think I am the

eprson they should be talking to for the details of the lab but they asked

for my advice about BSCs and it went on from there. Can you list any lab

designers with experience in this field I could refer them to?

Thanks for your help, Gill

At 09:17 AM 2/25/98 -0500, you wrote:

>Mary Louise Graham

>02/25/98 09:17 AM

>

>I think you have the right concept Gillian using Level 2 procedures and

>practices as a start point.  I have been involved with a number of sites

>and have noticed several situations unique to forensic labs:

>

>- No cross-contamination is allowable - one must provide a clean and

>protected environment with no cross contamination, i.e. between perpetrator

>and victim's specimens. This could be accomplished through the use of two

>seperate rooms and the need for independent ductwork may also be needed,

>particularly if drying cabinets are not used (see below).

>

>- Definitely recommend drying cabinets or similar devices. These are used

>for drying articles of clothing etc. soaked with blood and other body

>fluids, and are now being constructed as self contained units with HEPA

>filters which can also be completely decontaminated/cleaned between

>specimens. Presently, the most common method typically used is a hanging

>clothes line and brown paper on the floor to catch the drippings.

>

>- Photography of specimens must similarly be done in an appropriate room

>(not office space) and darkrooms need to have sufficient ventilation to

>remove all fumes.

>

>- Biological safety cabinets and fume hoods need to be on a yearly

>certification plan. The use of cyanoacrylate chambers also require proper

>ventilation.

>

>     Lastly, there are several groups in Ontario that are similarly

>upgrading their facilities and I would strongly recommend that they contact

>each other to share design, construction, equipment and other information

>where ever possible,

>

>M.L. Graham

>A/Director

>Office of Biosafety

>

>Phone (613) 957-1779

>Fax (613) 941-0596

>

>

>

>

>

>gmnorton @ JULIAN.UWO.CA

>24/02/98 12:12 PM

>

>

>Please respond to BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>

>To:   BIOSAFTY @ MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>cc:    (bcc: Mary Louise Graham)

>Subject:  forensic laboratories

>

>

>

>

>Does anyone have experience designing laboratory facilities for police

>forensic work? I have been asked to advise  on the  laboratory and

>containment requirements to handle the various specimens which may pass

>through a forensic lab. Level 2 procedures and practices would seem

>suitable but I would appreciate any advise  from anyone who had had

>experience with this.

>Gillian Norton

>The University of Western Ontario

>
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Subject:      Re: unique requirements of forensic laboratories
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I suggest you may wish to speak with Dr. Henry Lee from the state of

Connecticut. He is well known in the world of forensic medicine. The state of

Connecticut built him a "state of the art" facility a few years ago. I'll see

if I can track down the number/e-mail.

Ed Krisiunas, MT(ASCP), CIC, MPH

Consultant

115 Lyons Road

Burlington, Connecticut

06013

860-675-1217

860-675-1311(fax)

ekrisiunas@aol.com
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From:         Elizabeth Gilman <egilman@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      ABSA / Eagleson Spring Seminar Series
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As many of you know, the ABSA / Eagleson Spring Seminar Series will be held

in Berkeley, California on April 16-17, 1998.  The following 2-day courses

will be held:  "Viral Vectors and Biosafety Considerations" and "Animal

Biosafety".  Free tours will be held prior to the courses on the afternoon

of April 15th.

Brochures were mailed out earlier this month, however, there are reports

that the brochures may not have reached their intended destinations.  If

you would like a brochure faxed to you, please call the Eagleson Institute

at 207-490-1076.

Thank You.

Betsy Gilman, MS, RBP, SM (NRM)

Chair, Training and Education Committee

American Biological Safety Association

617-253-5564, egilman@mit.edu
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From:         Tom Sawicki <tsawicki@ARS.USDA.GOV>

Subject:      Vaccinia vaccine -Reply
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Sorry this is so late.  Can you let me know what is your policy on

vaccination?  Thankyou.

Tom Sawicki

USDA PIADC
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From:         Tom Sawicki <tsawicki@ARS.USDA.GOV>

Subject:      mixed waste -Reply
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Maureen:  Please call me at 516-323-2500, X204.  We just got alot of this

material out of our labs for disposal.  Tom Sawicki, USDA PIADC
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Subject:      Re: Computerized Laboratory Audits
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Thank you very much for your reply regarding my inquiry on Computerized

Laboratory Audits. I will contact the company for more information.

ROland

Scott Keimig, Ph.D., CIH wrote:

>

> EPI in Columbia MD is a commercial source of customizable "audit" software

> specifically designed for OSH & Environmental compliance.  We use their

> products in tracking our lab inspections, etc.  Principals are Paul

> Esposito and John Spencer -- 410-964-9900.  I have no financial interest in

> this firm (and you should know that there are other sources of audit

> software) just a satisfied customer.

>

> At 04:21 PM 2/18/98 -0700, you wrote:

> >I am "shopping around" for a system that allows our university to

> >conduct laboratory audits / environmental health & safety in a more

> >automated fashion.....(cut)

>

> Scott D. Keimig, Ph.D., CIH

> Manager, Occupational & Environmental

> Hygiene Branch, SEPP  301-846-1451

> NCI-FCRDC Bldg 426, Frederick, MD 21702

--

Roland Leitner

Laboratory Safety Officer

University Safety Services

220-4612 fax:284-1332
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Thank you for your reply regarding Computerized Laboratory Audits.

I have contacted the company you suggested regarding lab safety audit

program.

ROland

--

Roland Leitner

Laboratory Safety Officer

University Safety Services

220-4612 fax:284-1332
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Hello Glen,

Glenn Funk wrote:

>

>      I'd be happy to share (with you or anyone else who's interested) some

>      info about our custom Environmental Health and Safety Management

>      Information System (EHASMIS).  It includes a Use Authorization section

>      (currently radioactive materials, biologicals and controlled

>      substances) and a Lab Audit section.  And we're adding a chemical

>      inventory section.  Give me a call or a direct e-mail (off the list).

I'd be very interested to hear more about this. We are presently doing

labaudits on paper, bring the sheets back to the offfice, the secretary

then manually creates a report, .....  REALLY CUMBERSOME, and so prone

to transcription errors, omissions, and very time consuming.

What we need is some sort of system that alllows us to customize

questions and topics, enter the information in the laboratories, and

automatic reports are produced.

Looking forward to hearing from you.

Roland

Roland Leitner

Laboratory Safety Officer

University Safety Services

220-4612 fax:284-1332
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     A researcher is going to be working with Rhodococcus rhodochrous,

     Mycobacterium vaccae and M. paraffinicum. I don't have the details of

     the research yet, but I'm having trouble finding specific information

     to do a risk assessment. I can only find abstracts. Right now we are

     classifying Rhodococcus as BL 1 and BL 2 for the Mycobacterium. Any

     feedback would be appreciated.

     Thank you

     Darlene Ward

     EH&S Specialist

     dward@admin.fsu.edu

     (850) 644-8916
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Organization: Environmental Health and Safety

Subject:      Eimeria

There is a researcher here using a bug that infects chickens,

Eimeria.  I've been informed that this is a type of coccidiosis.

 I've also had conflicting information as to whether or not this

is a Level 2 organism or not.  I am not a microbiologist and

need some help to determine whether we need to follow this more

closely or not.

Thanks for any help.

Jennifer Reader, B.S., M.S.P.H.

Hazardous Materials Safety Officer

Environmental Health and Safety

University of Guelph

Guelph, Ontario N1G 2W1   Canada

519-824-4120 X3190    Fax 519-824-0364

e-Mail  jennifer@ehs.uoguelph.ca
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Darlene,

A great reference to give you lots of general information on those organisms

is "The Mycobacteria: Vol 15, Kubica & Wayne, eds.  It is in two parts, A and B.

Hope that this helps!

Michelle

At 09:03 AM 3/5/98 -0500, you wrote:

>     A researcher is going to be working with Rhodococcus rhodochrous,

>     Mycobacterium vaccae and M. paraffinicum. I don't have the details of

>     the research yet, but I'm having trouble finding specific information

>     to do a risk assessment. I can only find abstracts. Right now we are

>     classifying Rhodococcus as BL 1 and BL 2 for the Mycobacterium. Any

>     feedback would be appreciated.

>

>     Thank you

>

>     Darlene Ward

>     EH&S Specialist

>     dward@admin.fsu.edu

>     (850) 644-8916

>

>

Michelle DeStefano
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We work with poultry coccidiosis routinely at level 2, but only because

the researchers want to grow pure cultures.  In chicken production areas,

this parasite is practically everywhere in the environment.  It is

considered to be of no risk to humans.

Noel Neighbor

Poultry Health Laboratory

University of Arkansas

Fayetteville, Arkansas 72701

(501) 575-8493

On Thu, 5 Mar 1998, Jennifer Reader wrote:

> There is a researcher here using a bug that infects chickens,

> Eimeria.  I've been informed that this is a type of coccidiosis.

>  I've also had conflicting information as to whether or not this

> is a Level 2 organism or not.  I am not a microbiologist and

> need some help to determine whether we need to follow this more

> closely or not.

>

> Thanks for any help.

>

>

>

>

> Jennifer Reader, B.S., M.S.P.H.

> Hazardous Materials Safety Officer

> Environmental Health and Safety

> University of Guelph

> Guelph, Ontario N1G 2W1   Canada

> 519-824-4120 X3190    Fax 519-824-0364

> e-Mail  jennifer@ehs.uoguelph.ca

>
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Jennifer,

We, too, have had researchers using _Eimeria tenella_.  It is a coccidia

but does not cause coccidioidomycosis, which is a deep fungal infection of

humans.  Our investigation and risk assessment supports the information

that Noel Neighbor has also supplied.  This is a very common pathogen of

the domestic chicken.  Eimeria species are generally very specific to the

species--they can't infect something (or someone) else.  We ensured that

other chickens (for other research or uses) weren't housed in the same

areas as the Eimeria-infected chickens.  Our researchers had been advised

from their granting agency to incinerate the infected birds and the

droppings produced during the study.  We asked them to spray the droppings

with bleach before scrapping them out and bagging them for incineration.

This was to limit the aerosolization of other pathogens that could be of

concern like histoplasma, etc.

Hope this helps you out.

LouAnn Burnett

At 11:31 AM 3/5/98 -0400, you wrote:

>There is a researcher here using a bug that infects chickens,

>Eimeria.  I've been informed that this is a type of coccidiosis.

-------------------------------------------------------------------

LouAnn C. Burnett

Assistant Director, Environmental Health & Safety

Biological Safety Section

Division of Environmental Health & Safety

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

217-244-7362 (office)     217-244-6594 (fax)

--------------------------------------------------------------------
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Jennifer,

Before you try to classify any microorganism as part of a hazard

assessment, the basic question you need to ask is "Is it (or its products)

infectious to humans". The classification of etiologic agents is based on

the infectious nature of the organism as it relates to humans. Please don't

get me wrong, should this organism have a significant impact on the

ecological nature of the environment, it must be considered as part of the

assessment, but maybe not as heavily. Professional judgement may prevail.

In closing, you need to get back to basics...

Al Jin, BSO, IH, Bottle washer & cook

Lawrence Livermore National Laboratories
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<html>

CBSP Prep-Course Questionnaire <br>

<br>

In order to prepare for a possible CBSP Exam Preparation Course, we would

like to know how many of you are interested in such a course.<br>

<br>

According to NRM, the exams for the &quot;Specialist Microbiologist in

Biosafety&quot; exam, which will qualify you to be certified by ABSA as a

&quot;Certified Biological Safety Professional,&quot; will be on the

first Friday of every June. For 1998, this is June 5. <br>

<br>

The current working objective is to offer a 2 or 3 day preparation

course, covering all topics identified by ABSA as being part of the exam,

with the possible option of taking the exam the day after the

course.<br>

<br>

These topics are:<br>

1. Disinfection, Decontamination, Sterilization<br>

2. Work Practices and Procedures<br>

3. Risk Assessment/Hazard Identification<br>

4. Regulatory Aspects, Standards &amp; Guidelines<br>

5. Program Management<br>

6. Equipment Operation and Certification<br>

7. Facility Design<br>

<br>

<br>

If you are thinking of taking the exam in 1998 or 1999 and are interested

in the prep course prior to the exam, please email me at:

<font color="#0000FF"><u>stefan@msu.edu<br>

<br>

</font></u><font color="#000000">We would like to see if it is feasible

to offer such a course prior to the exam this year (e.g. June 3-4, 1998).

In addition, this course might be of interest to you even if you don't

want to take the exam right away.<br>

<br>

The course will probably be offered at one location. There will be a

registration fee and other cost (e.g., lodging and transportation, exam

fee) associated with the course. <br>

<br>

------------------<br>

Please indicate your interest and preference:<br>

<br>

I am planning on taken the exam in 1998 or 1999&nbsp; (indicate when)

___________<br>

I would be very interested in such a course (including exam) for 1998 or

1999 (indicate when) ______<br>

<br>

I am not planning to take the exam soon, but I still would be interested

in such a course for 1998 or 1999 (indicate when) _________<br>

<br>

----------------<br>

<br>

Thanks for your time and consideration. Keep in mind to respond to me

directly and not to the list. (stefan@msu.edu)<br>

<br>

Stefan<br>

<br>

</font></html>
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I would be interested in such a course or even a study group of

individuals within my geographical area.

At 12:43 6.3.1998 -0800, you wrote:

>>>>

<excerpt>CBSP Prep-Course Questionnaire

In order to prepare for a possible CBSP Exam Preparation Course, we would

like to know how many of you are interested in such a course.

According to NRM, the exams for the "Specialist Microbiologist in

Biosafety" exam, which will qualify you to be certified by ABSA as a

"Certified Biological Safety Professional," will be on the first Friday

of every June. For 1998, this is June 5.

The current working objective is to offer a 2 or 3 day preparation

course, covering all topics identified by ABSA as being part of the exam,

with the possible option of taking the exam the day after the course.

These topics are:

1. Disinfection, Decontamination, Sterilization

2. Work Practices and Procedures

3. Risk Assessment/Hazard Identification

4. Regulatory Aspects, Standards & Guidelines

5. Program Management

6. Equipment Operation and Certification

7. Facility Design

If you are thinking of taking the exam in 1998 or 1999 and are interested

in the prep course prior to the exam, please email me at:

<underline><color><param>0000,0000,ffff</param>stefan@msu.edu

</color></underline>We would like to see if it is feasible to offer such

a course prior to the exam this year (e.g. June 3-4, 1998). In addition,

this course might be of interest to you even if you don't want to take

the exam right away.

The course will probably be offered at one location. There will be a

registration fee and other cost (e.g., lodging and transportation, exam

fee) associated with the course.

------------------

Please indicate your interest and preference:

I am planning on taken the exam in 1998 or 1999  (indicate when)

___________

I would be very interested in such a course (including exam) for 1998 or

1999 (indicate when) ______

I am not planning to take the exam soon, but I still would be interested

in such a course for 1998 or 1999 (indicate when) _________

----------------

Thanks for your time and consideration. Keep in mind to respond to me

directly and not to the list. (stefan@msu.edu)

Stefan

</excerpt><<<<<<<<

______________________________________________________________________________

Biological Safety Officer

Safety and Environmental Protection Program

NCI - Frederick Cancer Research

and Development Center

(301)846-1451 fax: (301)846-6619

email: jkozlovac@mail.ncifcrf.gov

______________________________________________________________________________
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Stephan, CBSP prep course?  francis
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For all of you that did not receive the first posting, here it is again.

----------------------

CBSP Prep-Course Questionnaire=20

In order to prepare for a possible CBSP Exam Preparation Course, we would=

 like

to know how many of you are interested in such a course.

According to NRM, the exams for the "Specialist Microbiologist in Biosafety"

exam, which will qualify you to be certified by ABSA as a "Certified

Biological

Safety Professional," will be on the first Friday of every June. For 1998,

this

is June 5.=20

The current working objective is to offer a 2 or 3 day preparation course,

covering all topics identified by ABSA as being part of the exam, with the

possible option of taking the exam the day after the course.

These topics are:

1. Disinfection, Decontamination, Sterilization

2. Work Practices and Procedures

3. Risk Assessment/Hazard Identification

4. Regulatory Aspects, Standards & Guidelines

5. Program Management

6. Equipment Operation and Certification

7. Facility Design

If you are thinking of taking the exam in 1998 or 1999 and are interested in

the prep course prior to the exam, please email me at: stefan@msu.edu

We would like to see if it is feasible to offer such a course prior to the

exam

this year (e.g. June 3-4, 1998). In addition, this course might be of=

 interest

to you even if you don't want to take the exam right away.

The course will probably be offered at one location. There will be a

registration fee and other cost (e.g., lodging and transportation, exam fee)

associated with the course.=20

------------------

Please indicate your interest and preference:

I am planning on taken the exam in 1998 or 1999=A0 (indicate when)=

 ___________

I would be very interested in such a course (including exam) for 1998 or=

 1999

(indicate when) ______

I am not planning to take the exam soon, but I still would be interested in

such a course for 1998 or 1999 (indicate when) _________

----------------

Thanks for your time and consideration. Keep in mind to respond to me=

 directly

and not to the list. (stefan@msu.edu)

Stefan
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<P>Control of BIOHAZARDS in the Research Laboratory</P>

<P>&nbsp;</P>

<P>June 22-26, 1998</P>

<P>&nbsp;</P>

<P>Presented by:</P>

<P>The Biosafety Division, Health, Safety &amp; Environment</P>

<P>The Center for Occupational &amp; Environmental Health</P>

<P>The Educational Resource Center in Occupational Safety and Health</P>

<P>&nbsp;</P>

<P>Introduction: The Control of Biohazards in the Research Laboratory is =

designed to provide instruction on the recognition and control of biohaza=

rds including infectious agents, oncogenic viruses, recombinant DNA, chem=

ical carcinogens and other toxic agents. The course is directed to safety=

 officers, clinical and biomedical laboratory supervisors, occupational m=

edicine physicians, bench scientists, industrial hygienists and technicia=

ns. Instruction will be provided in the practices and procedures of bioha=

zard control and in the organization, planning and implementation of a bi=

osafety program.</P>

<P>&nbsp;</P>

<P>Course Features:</P>

<P>This four and one-half day course consists of lectures, a laboratory e=

xercise and opportunities for informal discussions with course faculty, f=

or review of pertinent audiovisual materials and for examination of biosa=

fety equipment and devices. Theoretical background and basic principles w=

ill be covered.</P>

<P>&nbsp;</P>

<P>Subject Areas:</P>

<P>An overview of cell biology and host-parasite relationships</P>

<P>Hazard potential of infectious agents, recombinant DNA and oncogenic v=

iruses</P>

<P>Dissemination of contaminants</P>

<P>Equipment designed for safety</P>

<P>Containment concepts: primary and secondary barriers</P>

<P>Personal practices and hygiene</P>

<P>Universal precautions and bloodborne pathogens</P>

<P>Safe handling and housing of laboratory animals</P>

<P>Sterilization and disinfection</P>

<P>Emerging Diseases</P>

<P>Tuberculosis overview</P>

<P>Emergency procedures</P>

<P>Federal regulations involving laboratory safety</P>

<P>Packaging and shipment of biological materials.</P>

<P>&nbsp;</P>

<P>General Information</P>

<P>Dates: June 22-26, 1998</P>

<P>Place:</P>

<P>Omni Inner Harbor Hotel</P>

<P>101 West Fayette Street</P>

<P>Baltimore, MD 21201</P>

<P>(410) 752-1100</P>

<P>Registration: 8:00-8:30 a.m., Monday, June 22, 1998 </P>

<P>Fee: $1475 per person to include registration, continental breakfasts,=

 refreshments, 2 lunches and a banquet. All fees are payable in advance. =

A letter confirming enrollment will be sent to each registrant. Foreign p=

ayments must be made in a draft on a U.S. bank. Only one-half of the fee =

will be returned if withdrawal is made after May 20, 1998.</P>

<P>Course Credits: This program qualifies for 3 continuing education cred=

its from the Johns Hopkins University. This course also qualifies for 4.5=

 ABIH Certification Maintenance Credits. </P>

<P>Course Manual: A course manual will provide lecture outlines, data tab=

les and graphics used in the lectures, and supporting materials.</P>

<P>Social Functions: A complimentary banquet for registrants will be held=

 on Thursday will be held on Thursday, June 25. Guests are invited for a =

charge of $ 40.00.</P>

<P>Lodging: Accommodations have been reserved at the Omni Inner Harbor Ho=

tel. Rate: $159 Single or Double - guaranteed until May 25, 1997. </P>

<P>Note: The Johns Hopkins University reserves the right to cancel the co=

urse, in which case the enrollment fee will be refunded to the applicant.=

</P>

<P>Course Directors</P>

<P>Byron S. Tepper, Ph.D., CSP is the former Director of the Office of Sa=

fety and Environmental Health of The Johns Hopkins University and The Joh=

ns Hopkins Hospital. He was an Associate Professor of Environmental Healt=

h Sciences, The Johns Hopkins University School of Hygiene and Public Hea=

lth, and Associate Professor of Occupational Medicine, The Johns Hopkins =

University School of Medicine. He is a Fellow of the American Academy of =

Microbiology. Dr. Tepper is a microbiologist who entered the field of bio=

safety after 15 years of research on leprosy and other mycobacterial dise=

ases. He is a Certified Safety Professional with more than 25 years exper=

ience in biosafety, occupational safety and environmental health. He deve=

loped and has continuously directed the course "Control of Biohazards in =

the Research Laboratory" which has been presented at Johns Hopkins since =

1979. He is a charter member and a Past-President of the American Biologi=

cal Safety Association (ABSA). He is past president of the ABSA Chesapeak=

e Area Chapter and the Campus Safety Association (CSA). Dr. Tepper is a r=

ecognized consultant in biosafety, laboratory safety, laboratory design a=

nd hospital safety. He is currently the CEO of BioControl, Inc., environm=

ental health and safety consultants. </P>

<P>&nbsp;</P>

<P>Richard W. Gilpin, Ph.D., RBP, is Director, Biosafety Division, Depart=

ment of Health, Safety and Environment at Johns Hopkins University and Jo=

hns Hopkins Hospital. He is also Assistant Professor of Occupational Medi=

cine at the Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine. Dr. Gilpin is a =

basic/clinical/industrial research microbiologist with more than 25 years=

 experience in research, product development and environmental health. He=

 joined Hopkins nine years ago after managing a department of research an=

d development for a major in-vitro diagnostic manufacturer. Dr. Gilpin ha=

s developed and directed microbiology courses for medical students, gradu=

ate students, and pharmaceutical company marketing personnel. He is a Reg=

istered Biological Safety Professional and Councilor (Officer) of the Ame=

rican Biological Safety Association, and Past President of the Chesapeake=

 Area Biological Safety Association. He is a member of the American Socie=

ty for Microbiology (Certified in Biological Safety Microbiology by the A=

merican Academy of Microbiology), the American Society of Safety Engineer=

s, and the American Academy for the Advancement of Science. Dr. Gilpin is=

 a recognized consultant in environmental microbiology including environm=

ental monitoring of legionella bacteria, indoor fungi, laboratory and hos=

pital safety, and the role of microorganisms in indoor air quality.</P>

<P>&nbsp;</P>

<P>For Further Information Contact</P>

<P>Dr. Byron S. Tepper</P>

<P>Phone: (410) 828-6330</P>

<P>Fax: (410) 828-6331</P>

<P>or</P>

<P>Dr. Richard W. Gilpin</P>

<P>Phone: (410) 955-5918</P>

<P>Fax: (410) 955-5929</P>

<P>______________________________________________________________________=

_ </P>

<P>Course Registration Form - June 1998</P>

<P>Please mail remittance and completed registration to:</P>

<P>Becky Vaeth, Registrar</P>

<P>Center for Occupational and Environmental Health</P>

<P>The Johns Hopkins University</P>

<P>2024 E Monument Street, Suite 1-300</P>

<P>Baltimore, MD 21205-2223</P>

<P>Name:_________________________________________________________________=

_</P>

<P>Address:______________________________________________________________=

__</P>

<P>City: _____________________State: ____ Zip Code: _____________________=

_______</P>

<P>Telephone Number: ( )_____________________ Fax ( )____________________=

_____</P>

<P>Social Security Number:_______________________________________________=

________</P>

<P>Employer______________________________________________________________=

__</P>

<P>*Please make checks ($1,475 per person) payable to: JHU Biohazards Cou=

rse.</P>

<P>Check or purchase order must accompany registration form to guarantee =

enrollment in the course.</P>

<P>______________________________________________________________________=

_ </P>

<P>Hotel Reservation Form =96 June 1998</P>

<P>Please complete and mail to:</P>

<P>Omni Inner Harbor Hotel</P>

<P>101 W. Fayette Street </P>

<P>Baltimore, MD 21201</P>

<P>Telephone (800) THE-OMNI </P>

<P>I am enrolled in the Biohazards Course presented by the Johns Hopkins =

University, June 22-26, 1998. Please make the following reservation for m=

e. </P>

<P>Room Rates- $159 Single or Double, per night.</P>

<P>_____ Single(s) _____ Doubles for ______nights </P>

<P>Room rates guaranteed until May 25, 1998.</P>

<P>Name _________________________________________________________________=

_</P>

<P>Address ______________________________________________________________=

__</P>

<P>City State Zip Code __________________________________________________=

_____</P>

<P>Area Code/ Telephone Number __________________________________________=

____</P>

<P>Arrival Date _________________ Departure Date ________________________=

_______</P>

<P>Please hold my reservation for late arrival __________</P>

<P>Reservations may be guaranteed for late arrival by one night=92s depos=

it. Include check payable to the hotel or use major credit card.</P>

<P>AMEX________ VISA_________ MASTER CARD ________</P>

<P>Card #_____________________________________ Exp. Date_________________=

__</P>

<P>Signature____________________________________ Date________________</P>=

</BODY>

</HTML>

--------------6BF1525973AC414AEC520932--

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 10 Mar 1998 10:23:07 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Steve Siegel <ssiegel@ENVSERVICES.COM>

Organization: ENV Services, Inc.

Subject:      (fwd) (fwd) FW: Virus Warning

For your information -- Cindy

If your group has not seen this please pass on.  Thanks.

> -----Original Message-----

> From: Ross, Sharon D.

> Sent: Tuesday, March 10, 1998 9:11 AM

> To:   GRP ACCT_ALL; GRP ADV_MFG_TECH; GRP Cyborg; GRP DEFENSE ALL; GRP

> EAFM OED Parts Mktg; GRP EAFM Order_Entry; GRP EVERYONE-065; GRP GTS

> Bloomington; GRP HR ALL; GRP LOGISTICS ALL; GRP Milwaukee_SO_All; GRP OE

> CUST_SVC; GRP Torit Bloomington; GRP Torit Field Sales; GRP Torit Field

> Support

> Subject:      FW: Virus Warning

> Importance:   High

>

> FYI

>

> -----Original Message-----

> From: Dickson, Floyd

> Sent: Monday, March 09, 1998 9:55 PM

> To:   GRP EAFM ALL; GRP IS ALL

> Subject:      FW: Virus Warning

>

> For Your information..........

>

> -----Original Message-----

> From: Floyd Dickson [SMTP:fdickson@email.msn.com]

> Sent: Thursday, March 05, 1998 20:56 PM

> To:   Dickson, Floyd

> Subject:      Fw:

>

>

> -----Original Message-----

> From: Brian Hewlett < bhewlett@icearena.com

> <mailto:bhewlett@icearena.com>>

> To: WERNER SCHMIDT < wjschmid@bis.net.au <mailto:wjschmid@bis.net.au>>

> Cc: DON PUFFALT < 102477.3364@CompuServe.com

> <mailto:102477.3364@CompuServe.com>>; ANDREW BENNETT <

> Andrew_Bennett@bc.sympatico.ca <mailto:Andrew_Bennett@bc.sympatico.ca>>;

> FRASER KERR < bak@connect.ab.ca <mailto:bak@connect.ab.ca>>; COLIN FABIAN

> < bb964@freenet.carleton.ca <mailto:bb964@freenet.carleton.ca>>; BRIAN

> HEWLETT < bhewlett@icearena.com <mailto:bhewlett@icearena.com>>; BOB

> WILSON < bobw@jbsullivan.com <mailto:bobw@jbsullivan.com>>; BEVERLEY

> THOMPSON < bthomp@sdncmr.undp.org <mailto:bthomp@sdncmr.undp.org>>; CALVIN

> PRICE < cjp@netshop.net <mailto:cjp@netshop.net>>; CECILE TOSE <

> ctose@connect.ab.ca <mailto:ctose@connect.ab.ca>>; DON GALLOWAY <

> dgallowa@oanet.com <mailto:dgallowa@oanet.com>>; DAN HOFER <

> dmhofer@CompuServe.com <mailto:dmhofer@CompuServe.com>>; DUNCAN SISK <

> dsisk@msn.com <mailto:dsisk@msn.com>>; JODI REYNOLDS <

> ereynolds@shaw.wave.ca <mailto:ereynolds@shaw.wave.ca>>; ARON (MUFF) WOODS

> < estuarypilgrim@msn.com <mailto:estuarypilgrim@msn.com>>; FLOYD DICKSON <

> fdickson@msn.com <mailto:fdickson@msn.com>>; GERRY ZUKIWSKY <

> gerry_zukiwsky@bc.sympatico.ca <mailto:gerry_zukiwsky@bc.sympatico.ca>>;

> GARY KESSLAR < gkesslar@istar.ca <mailto:gkesslar@istar.ca>>; GLEN BONE <

> glenb@nait.ab.ca <mailto:glenb@nait.ab.ca>>; BEVERLEY THOMPSON (2) <

> JenithH@aol.com <mailto:JenithH@aol.com>>; LEONA DREGER <

> jgoodridge@pinos.com <mailto:jgoodridge@pinos.com>>; JIM KNIPE <

> jknipe@telusplanet.net <mailto:jknipe@telusplanet.net>>; JOSHUA TSCHETTER

> < joshuat@telusplanet.net <mailto:joshuat@telusplanet.net>>; JODI REYNOLDS

> < jreynolds@shaw.wave.ca <mailto:jreynolds@shaw.wave.ca>>; LEONA KOFOED <

> kofoeds@direct.ca <mailto:kofoeds@direct.ca>>; LEE JOHNSON <

> laj3@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca <mailto:laj3@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca>>; GLEN LONSETH

> < lonseth@worldnet.att.net <mailto:lonseth@worldnet.att.net>>; SHANNON

> MANARY < manary@mail.wsu.edu <mailto:manary@mail.wsu.edu>>; Leo Mariotto <

> mariotto@mail.bc.rogers.wave.ca <mailto:mariotto@mail.bc.rogers.wave.ca>>;

> ALICIA MAXIM < Maxim1@aol.com <mailto:Maxim1@aol.com>>; MICHELLE FABIAN <

> michelle@vansen.prodial.net <mailto:michelle@vansen.prodial.net>>; BRAD

> GODDARD < niceice@email.msn.com <mailto:niceice@email.msn.com>>; ALAN

> DEGLIN < Nontox@aol.com <mailto:Nontox@aol.com>>; NORMAN DIRR <

> normand@cs.athabascau.ca <mailto:normand@cs.athabascau.ca>>; NEIL STYRE <

> Nsty1997@aol.com <mailto:Nsty1997@aol.com>>; ODELL ARCHITECTS <

> Odellarch@aol.com <mailto:Odellarch@aol.com>>; Michael DAVIS <

> oliviacd@interlog.com <mailto:oliviacd@interlog.com>>; OREST OLESKY <

> oolesky@nisku.blackgold.ab.ca <mailto:oolesky@nisku.blackgold.ab.ca>>; PAT

> & GORDY JOHNSON < patjoh@telusplanet.net <mailto:patjoh@telusplanet.net>>;

> MARTI JOHNSTON < pjs@world.net <mailto:pjs@world.net>>; CEC PIERCE <

> rinkman@ipass.net <mailto:rinkman@ipass.net>>; RON VILLETARD <

> rjv@connect.ab.ca <mailto:rjv@connect.ab.ca>>; Trevor Scurlock <

> sabroe@fox.nstn.ca <mailto:sabroe@fox.nstn.ca>>; BARRY TUNBRIDGE <

> tunbrb@hotmail.com <mailto:tunbrb@hotmail.com>>; GLENDA - EDMONTON <

> TUNBRG@CENSSW.GOV.AB.CA <mailto:TUNBRG@CENSSW.GOV.AB.CA>>

> Date: Wednesday, March 04, 1998 21:24 PM

>

>

> VIRUS WARNING:

>

> "If you have received/receive an e-mail titled "WIN A HOLIDAY"..........

> DO NOT OPEN IT!    It will erase everything on your hard drive.  Forward

> this letter out to as many people as you can.  This is a new, very

> malicious virus and not many people know about it.  This information was

> announced yesterday morning from Microsoft; please share it with everyone

> that might access the Internet.  Once again, pass this along to EVERYONE

> in your address book so that this may be stopped.   Also, do not open or

> even look at any mail that says "RETURNED OR UNABLE TO DELIVER".   This

> virus will attach itself to your computer components and render them

> useless.   Immediately delete any mail times that say this.   AOL has said

> that this is a very dangerous virus and that there is NO remedy for it at

> this time.    Please practice cautionary measures and forward this to all

> your online friends ASAP.

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 10 Mar 1998 15:56:23 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Mark Keim <mkeim@EMORY.EDU>

Subject:      Re: (fwd) (fwd) FW: Virus Warning

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Steve Siegel wrote:

>

> For your information -- Cindy

>

> If your group has not seen this please pass on.  Thanks.

>

> > -----Original Message-----

> > From: Ross, Sharon D.

> > Sent: Tuesday, March 10, 1998 9:11 AM

> > To:   GRP ACCT_ALL; GRP ADV_MFG_TECH; GRP Cyborg; GRP DEFENSE ALL; GRP

> > EAFM OED Parts Mktg; GRP EAFM Order_Entry; GRP EVERYONE-065; GRP GTS

> > Bloomington; GRP HR ALL; GRP LOGISTICS ALL; GRP Milwaukee_SO_All; GRP OE

> > CUST_SVC; GRP Torit Bloomington; GRP Torit Field Sales; GRP Torit Field

> > Support

> > Subject:      FW: Virus Warning

> > Importance:   High

> >

> > FYI

> >

> > -----Original Message-----

> > From: Dickson, Floyd

> > Sent: Monday, March 09, 1998 9:55 PM

> > To:   GRP EAFM ALL; GRP IS ALL

> > Subject:      FW: Virus Warning

> >

> > For Your information..........

> >

> > -----Original Message-----

> > From: Floyd Dickson [SMTP:fdickson@email.msn.com]

> > Sent: Thursday, March 05, 1998 20:56 PM

> > To:   Dickson, Floyd

> > Subject:      Fw:

> >

> >

> > -----Original Message-----

> > From: Brian Hewlett < bhewlett@icearena.com

> > <mailto:bhewlett@icearena.com>>

> > To: WERNER SCHMIDT < wjschmid@bis.net.au <mailto:wjschmid@bis.net.au>>

> > Cc: DON PUFFALT < 102477.3364@CompuServe.com

> > <mailto:102477.3364@CompuServe.com>>; ANDREW BENNETT <

> > Andrew_Bennett@bc.sympatico.ca <mailto:Andrew_Bennett@bc.sympatico.ca>>;

> > FRASER KERR < bak@connect.ab.ca <mailto:bak@connect.ab.ca>>; COLIN FABIAN

> > < bb964@freenet.carleton.ca <mailto:bb964@freenet.carleton.ca>>; BRIAN

> > HEWLETT < bhewlett@icearena.com <mailto:bhewlett@icearena.com>>; BOB

> > WILSON < bobw@jbsullivan.com <mailto:bobw@jbsullivan.com>>; BEVERLEY

> > THOMPSON < bthomp@sdncmr.undp.org <mailto:bthomp@sdncmr.undp.org>>; CALVIN

> > PRICE < cjp@netshop.net <mailto:cjp@netshop.net>>; CECILE TOSE <

> > ctose@connect.ab.ca <mailto:ctose@connect.ab.ca>>; DON GALLOWAY <

> > dgallowa@oanet.com <mailto:dgallowa@oanet.com>>; DAN HOFER <

> > dmhofer@CompuServe.com <mailto:dmhofer@CompuServe.com>>; DUNCAN SISK <

> > dsisk@msn.com <mailto:dsisk@msn.com>>; JODI REYNOLDS <

> > ereynolds@shaw.wave.ca <mailto:ereynolds@shaw.wave.ca>>; ARON (MUFF) WOODS

> > < estuarypilgrim@msn.com <mailto:estuarypilgrim@msn.com>>; FLOYD DICKSON <

> > fdickson@msn.com <mailto:fdickson@msn.com>>; GERRY ZUKIWSKY <

> > gerry_zukiwsky@bc.sympatico.ca <mailto:gerry_zukiwsky@bc.sympatico.ca>>;

> > GARY KESSLAR < gkesslar@istar.ca <mailto:gkesslar@istar.ca>>; GLEN BONE <

> > glenb@nait.ab.ca <mailto:glenb@nait.ab.ca>>; BEVERLEY THOMPSON (2) <

> > JenithH@aol.com <mailto:JenithH@aol.com>>; LEONA DREGER <

> > jgoodridge@pinos.com <mailto:jgoodridge@pinos.com>>; JIM KNIPE <

> > jknipe@telusplanet.net <mailto:jknipe@telusplanet.net>>; JOSHUA TSCHETTER

> > < joshuat@telusplanet.net <mailto:joshuat@telusplanet.net>>; JODI REYNOLDS

> > < jreynolds@shaw.wave.ca <mailto:jreynolds@shaw.wave.ca>>; LEONA KOFOED <

> > kofoeds@direct.ca <mailto:kofoeds@direct.ca>>; LEE JOHNSON <

> > laj3@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca <mailto:laj3@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca>>; GLEN LONSETH

> > < lonseth@worldnet.att.net <mailto:lonseth@worldnet.att.net>>; SHANNON

> > MANARY < manary@mail.wsu.edu <mailto:manary@mail.wsu.edu>>; Leo Mariotto <

> > mariotto@mail.bc.rogers.wave.ca <mailto:mariotto@mail.bc.rogers.wave.ca>>;

> > ALICIA MAXIM < Maxim1@aol.com <mailto:Maxim1@aol.com>>; MICHELLE FABIAN <

> > michelle@vansen.prodial.net <mailto:michelle@vansen.prodial.net>>; BRAD

> > GODDARD < niceice@email.msn.com <mailto:niceice@email.msn.com>>; ALAN

> > DEGLIN < Nontox@aol.com <mailto:Nontox@aol.com>>; NORMAN DIRR <

> > normand@cs.athabascau.ca <mailto:normand@cs.athabascau.ca>>; NEIL STYRE <

> > Nsty1997@aol.com <mailto:Nsty1997@aol.com>>; ODELL ARCHITECTS <

> > Odellarch@aol.com <mailto:Odellarch@aol.com>>; Michael DAVIS <

> > oliviacd@interlog.com <mailto:oliviacd@interlog.com>>; OREST OLESKY <

> > oolesky@nisku.blackgold.ab.ca <mailto:oolesky@nisku.blackgold.ab.ca>>; PAT

> > & GORDY JOHNSON < patjoh@telusplanet.net <mailto:patjoh@telusplanet.net>>;

> > MARTI JOHNSTON < pjs@world.net <mailto:pjs@world.net>>; CEC PIERCE <

> > rinkman@ipass.net <mailto:rinkman@ipass.net>>; RON VILLETARD <

> > rjv@connect.ab.ca <mailto:rjv@connect.ab.ca>>; Trevor Scurlock <

> > sabroe@fox.nstn.ca <mailto:sabroe@fox.nstn.ca>>; BARRY TUNBRIDGE <

> > tunbrb@hotmail.com <mailto:tunbrb@hotmail.com>>; GLENDA - EDMONTON <

> > TUNBRG@CENSSW.GOV.AB.CA <mailto:TUNBRG@CENSSW.GOV.AB.CA>>

> > Date: Wednesday, March 04, 1998 21:24 PM

> >

> >

> > VIRUS WARNING:

> >

> > "If you have received/receive an e-mail titled "WIN A HOLIDAY"..........

> > DO NOT OPEN IT!    It will erase everything on your hard drive.  Forward

> > this letter out to as many people as you can.  This is a new, very

> > malicious virus and not many people know about it.  This information was

> > announced yesterday morning from Microsoft; please share it with everyone

> > that might access the Internet.  Once again, pass this along to EVERYONE

> > in your address book so that this may be stopped.   Also, do not open or

> > even look at any mail that says "RETURNED OR UNABLE TO DELIVER".   This

> > virus will attach itself to your computer components and render them

> > useless.   Immediately delete any mail times that say this.   AOL has said

> > that this is a very dangerous virus and that there is NO remedy for it at

> > this time.    Please practice cautionary measures and forward this to all

> > your online friends ASAP.

> >

THIS IS A HOAX.  SEE THE US DEPT OF ENERGY CIAC WEBSITE

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 10 Mar 1998 13:48:48 -0800

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Wolz, Sarah" <swolz@PATHOGENESIS.COM>

Subject:      1% hypochlorite

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

I heard a remark recently about a study someone had seen showing that 1%

bleach is more efficacious as a disinfectant than 10%, due to pH.

Didn't have a chance to ask any more questions.  Does anyone out there

know this study and can offer a citation?  Thanks--

Sarah Wolz

PathoGenesis Corp.

swolz@pathogenesis.com

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 10 Mar 1998 17:53:10 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Gaunt, Ed" <eeg@ASCIENCES.COM>

Subject:      Re: 1% hypochlorite

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

In swimming pools and drinking water, HOCl is a better disinfectant than =

OCl-

At pH 7.0, HOCl is 99+% present, while at 7.6, OCl- dominates (that's =

why "chlorine"--hypochlorate--is not effective in a basic pool and you =

have to acidify the water to "hyperchlorinate" it).   10% bleach feels =

slippery because it is very basic: the predominant form (99.99+%) is =

[Na+]OCl-

Uncharged H--O--Cl  looks like water (H--O--H) to the bacterial cell and =

is transported across the membrane, where it wreaks havoc in the =

cytoplasm.  When it is charged it is not transorted.

Ed Gaunt

Analytical Sciences, Inc.,

eeg@asciences.com

----------

From:   Wolz, Sarah[SMTP:swolz@PATHOGENESIS.COM]

Sent:   10 March 1998 4:48 PM

To:     BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject:        1% hypochlorite

I heard a remark recently about a study someone had seen showing that 1%

bleach is more efficacious as a disinfectant than 10%, due to pH.

Didn't have a chance to ask any more questions.  Does anyone out there

know this study and can offer a citation?  Thanks--

Sarah Wolz

PathoGenesis Corp.

swolz@pathogenesis.com

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 11 Mar 1998 08:39:33 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: 1% hypochlorite

In-Reply-To:  <399BFF6F8157D111934800805FFE723526BB0C@SEATTLE-NT-03>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

At 01:48 PM 3/10/98 -0800, you wrote:

>I heard a remark recently about a study someone had seen showing that 1%

>bleach is more efficacious as a disinfectant than 10%, due to pH.

>Didn't have a chance to ask any more questions.  Does anyone out there

>know this study and can offer a citation?  Thanks--

>

>Sarah Wolz

>PathoGenesis Corp.

>swolz@pathogenesis.com

All depends upon the pH of the diluent.  Hypochlorite is much more

effective in an acidic solution but it is less stable (i.e. chlorine

evolves off).  Chlorine bleach is packaged in a very alkaline solution so

that it has a long shelf life.  People tend to use 10% when there is a

large amount of organic matter present so that there will be enough

residual chlorine left to kill the organisms present.  In experiments in

our lab, we needed a final concentration of 10% chlorine bleach inorder to

kill all of the E. coli in an overnight culture grown in T.C. media with

serum.

Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

Assoc. Biosafety Officer

Mass. Inst. of Tech.

617-258-5647

rfink@mit.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 11 Mar 1998 09:09:34 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Georgia Thomas <GThomas@NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: (fwd) (fwd) FW: Virus Warning

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

This information is from the head of IS security at M.D. Anderson Cancer

Center.

---------------------- Forwarded by Georgia A. Thomas/MDACC on 03/11/98

09:07 AM ---------------------------

Joel S. Henenberg on 03/11/98 08:52:03 AM

To:   Georgia A. Thomas/MDACC@MDACC

cc:

Subject:  Re: (fwd) (fwd) FW: Virus Warning  (Document link not converted)

Good morning Georgia!  We investigated "Win a Holiday" virus and found it

to be a hoax.  You might want to notify the person who sent this to you.

Thanks for passing it on so we could look at it.

Joel

Georgia A. Thomas

03/10/98 04:39 PM

To:   Joel S. Henenberg/MDACC@MDACC

cc:   Lorraine P. Etkin/MDACC@MDACC

Subject:  (fwd) (fwd) FW: Virus Warning

fyi - have you heard about this, or is it another internet virus hoax?

(this is a scientific discussion group - usually reliable info.)

---------------------- Forwarded by Georgia A. Thomas/MDACC on 03/10/98

04:38 PM ---------------------------

ssiegel@ENVSERVICES.COM on 03/10/98 09:23:07 AM

Please respond to BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

cc:    (bcc: Georgia A. Thomas/MDACC)

Subject:  (fwd) (fwd) FW: Virus Warning

For your information -- Cindy

If your group has not seen this please pass on.  Thanks.

> -----Original Message-----

> From: Ross, Sharon D.

> Sent: Tuesday, March 10, 1998 9:11 AM

> To:   GRP ACCT_ALL; GRP ADV_MFG_TECH; GRP Cyborg; GRP DEFENSE ALL; GRP

> EAFM OED Parts Mktg; GRP EAFM Order_Entry; GRP EVERYONE-065; GRP GTS

> Bloomington; GRP HR ALL; GRP LOGISTICS ALL; GRP Milwaukee_SO_All; GRP OE

> CUST_SVC; GRP Torit Bloomington; GRP Torit Field Sales; GRP Torit Field

> Support

> Subject:      FW: Virus Warning

> Importance:   High

>

> FYI

>

> -----Original Message-----

> From: Dickson, Floyd

> Sent: Monday, March 09, 1998 9:55 PM

> To:   GRP EAFM ALL; GRP IS ALL

> Subject:      FW: Virus Warning

>

> For Your information..........

>

> -----Original Message-----

> From: Floyd Dickson [SMTP:fdickson@email.msn.com]

> Sent: Thursday, March 05, 1998 20:56 PM

> To:   Dickson, Floyd

> Subject:      Fw:

>

>

> -----Original Message-----

> From: Brian Hewlett < bhewlett@icearena.com

> <mailto:bhewlett@icearena.com>>

> To: WERNER SCHMIDT < wjschmid@bis.net.au <mailto:wjschmid@bis.net.au>>

> Cc: DON PUFFALT < 102477.3364@CompuServe.com

> <mailto:102477.3364@CompuServe.com>>; ANDREW BENNETT <

> Andrew_Bennett@bc.sympatico.ca <mailto:Andrew_Bennett@bc.sympatico.ca>>;

> FRASER KERR < bak@connect.ab.ca <mailto:bak@connect.ab.ca>>; COLIN FABIAN

> < bb964@freenet.carleton.ca <mailto:bb964@freenet.carleton.ca>>; BRIAN

> HEWLETT < bhewlett@icearena.com <mailto:bhewlett@icearena.com>>; BOB

> WILSON < bobw@jbsullivan.com <mailto:bobw@jbsullivan.com>>; BEVERLEY

> THOMPSON < bthomp@sdncmr.undp.org <mailto:bthomp@sdncmr.undp.org>>;

CALVIN

> PRICE < cjp@netshop.net <mailto:cjp@netshop.net>>; CECILE TOSE <

> ctose@connect.ab.ca <mailto:ctose@connect.ab.ca>>; DON GALLOWAY <

> dgallowa@oanet.com <mailto:dgallowa@oanet.com>>; DAN HOFER <

> dmhofer@CompuServe.com <mailto:dmhofer@CompuServe.com>>; DUNCAN SISK <

> dsisk@msn.com <mailto:dsisk@msn.com>>; JODI REYNOLDS <

> ereynolds@shaw.wave.ca <mailto:ereynolds@shaw.wave.ca>>; ARON (MUFF)

WOODS > < estuarypilgrim@msn.com <mailto:estuarypilgrim@msn.com>>; FLOYD

DICKSON <

> fdickson@msn.com <mailto:fdickson@msn.com>>; GERRY ZUKIWSKY <

> gerry_zukiwsky@bc.sympatico.ca <mailto:gerry_zukiwsky@bc.sympatico.ca>>;

> GARY KESSLAR < gkesslar@istar.ca <mailto:gkesslar@istar.ca>>; GLEN BONE <

> glenb@nait.ab.ca <mailto:glenb@nait.ab.ca>>; BEVERLEY THOMPSON (2) <

> JenithH@aol.com <mailto:JenithH@aol.com>>; LEONA DREGER <

> jgoodridge@pinos.com <mailto:jgoodridge@pinos.com>>; JIM KNIPE <

> jknipe@telusplanet.net <mailto:jknipe@telusplanet.net>>; JOSHUA TSCHETTER

> < joshuat@telusplanet.net <mailto:joshuat@telusplanet.net>>; JODI

REYNOLDS > < jreynolds@shaw.wave.ca <mailto:jreynolds@shaw.wave.ca>>; LEONA

KOFOED <

> kofoeds@direct.ca <mailto:kofoeds@direct.ca>>; LEE JOHNSON <

> laj3@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca <mailto:laj3@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca>>; GLEN LONSETH

> < lonseth@worldnet.att.net <mailto:lonseth@worldnet.att.net>>; SHANNON

> MANARY < manary@mail.wsu.edu <mailto:manary@mail.wsu.edu>>; Leo Mariotto

< > mariotto@mail.bc.rogers.wave.ca <mailto:mariotto@mail.bc.rogers.wave.ca

>>; > ALICIA MAXIM < Maxim1@aol.com <mailto:Maxim1@aol.com>>; MICHELLE

FABIAN <

> michelle@vansen.prodial.net <mailto:michelle@vansen.prodial.net>>; BRAD

> GODDARD < niceice@email.msn.com <mailto:niceice@email.msn.com>>; ALAN

> DEGLIN < Nontox@aol.com <mailto:Nontox@aol.com>>; NORMAN DIRR <

> normand@cs.athabascau.ca <mailto:normand@cs.athabascau.ca>>; NEIL STYRE <

> Nsty1997@aol.com <mailto:Nsty1997@aol.com>>; ODELL ARCHITECTS <

> Odellarch@aol.com <mailto:Odellarch@aol.com>>; Michael DAVIS <

> oliviacd@interlog.com <mailto:oliviacd@interlog.com>>; OREST OLESKY <

> oolesky@nisku.blackgold.ab.ca <mailto:oolesky@nisku.blackgold.ab.ca>>;

PAT > & GORDY JOHNSON < patjoh@telusplanet.net <

mailto:patjoh@telusplanet.net>>;

> MARTI JOHNSTON < pjs@world.net <mailto:pjs@world.net>>; CEC PIERCE <

> rinkman@ipass.net <mailto:rinkman@ipass.net>>; RON VILLETARD <

> rjv@connect.ab.ca <mailto:rjv@connect.ab.ca>>; Trevor Scurlock <

> sabroe@fox.nstn.ca <mailto:sabroe@fox.nstn.ca>>; BARRY TUNBRIDGE <

> tunbrb@hotmail.com <mailto:tunbrb@hotmail.com>>; GLENDA - EDMONTON <

> TUNBRG@CENSSW.GOV.AB.CA <mailto:TUNBRG@CENSSW.GOV.AB.CA>>

> Date: Wednesday, March 04, 1998 21:24 PM

>

>

> VIRUS WARNING:

>

> "If you have received/receive an e-mail titled "WIN A HOLIDAY"..........

> DO NOT OPEN IT!    It will erase everything on your hard drive.  Forward

> this letter out to as many people as you can.  This is a new, very

> malicious virus and not many people know about it.  This information was

> announced yesterday morning from Microsoft; please share it with everyone

> that might access the Internet.  Once again, pass this along to EVERYONE

> in your address book so that this may be stopped.   Also, do not open or

> even look at any mail that says "RETURNED OR UNABLE TO DELIVER".   This

> virus will attach itself to your computer components and render them

> useless.   Immediately delete any mail times that say this.   AOL has

said > that this is a very dangerous virus and that there is NO remedy for

it at

> this time.    Please practice cautionary measures and forward this to all

> your online friends ASAP.

>
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Date:         Tue, 10 Mar 1998 08:58:48 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Burchardt, Frank" <BurchaF@WIPP.CARLSBAD.NM.US>

Subject:      The World's Safest Radioactive Waste Transportation System

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Introduction: This 10 page report was presented at the Waste Management

'98 Conference, March 1st through the 5th in Tucson, AZ by the U.S.

Department of Energy and Westinghouse Electric Co.

To support the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP) mission, the

Department of Energy (DOE) required a transportation system that would

meet regulatory requirements and address the issues and concerns of the

various stakeholders.  The transport system is designed to transport

approximately 38,000 shipments of transuranic radioactive waste over a

35 year period in a safe manner.  The system must also meet or exceed

all applicable regulatory transportation safety requirements.  To

achieve this objective, the DOE worked closely with the Western

Governors' Association, Southern States Energy Board, Indian tribal

governments, and outside agencies to identify their concerns on the

transport of radioactive material.  Using the various inputs, the DOE

built a transportation system that has set standards for the

transportation industry.  The system incorporates an integrated

equipment design, highly qualified drivers, training for emergency

response personnel, and testing and evaluation of both equipment and

personnel.

For information on obtaining your free copy of this report, please call

Frank Burchardt at

1-800-336-9477 or e-mail burchaf@wipp.carlsbad.nm.us  This report is

available in hard copy and MS Word.
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Richard W. Gilpin, Ph.D., C.B.S.P."

              <gilpin@WELCHLINK.WELCH.JHU.EDU>

Organization: Johns Hopkins Medicine

Subject:      Biosafety Course Announcement Johns Hopkins University June

              22-26, 1998
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Content-Type: text/html; charset=iso-8859-1; name="BrochureJune1998.html"
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Content-Disposition: inline; filename="BrochureJune1998.html"
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<HTML>

<HEAD>

<META HTTP-EQUIV=3D"Content-Type" CONTENT=3D"text/html; charset=3Dwindows=

-1252">

<META NAME=3D"Generator" CONTENT=3D"Microsoft Word 97">

<TITLE>BrochureJune1998</TITLE>

<META NAME=3D"Template" CONTENT=3D"C:\PROGRAM FILES\MICROSOFT OFFICE\OFFI=

CE\html.dot">

</HEAD>

<BODY LINK=3D"#0000ff" VLINK=3D"#800080">

<P>Control of BIOHAZARDS in the Research Laboratory</P>

<P>&nbsp;</P>

<P>June 22-26, 1998</P>

<P>&nbsp;</P>

<P>Presented by:</P>

<P>The Biosafety Division, Health, Safety &amp; Environment</P>

<P>The Center for Occupational &amp; Environmental Health</P>

<P>The Educational Resource Center in Occupational Safety and Health</P>

<P>&nbsp;</P>

<P>Introduction: The Control of Biohazards in the Research Laboratory is =

designed to provide instruction on the recognition and control of biohaza=

rds including infectious agents, oncogenic viruses, recombinant DNA, chem=

ical carcinogens and other toxic agents. The course is directed to safety=

 officers, clinical and biomedical laboratory supervisors, occupational m=

edicine physicians, bench scientists, industrial hygienists and technicia=

ns. Instruction will be provided in the practices and procedures of bioha=

zard control and in the organization, planning and implementation of a bi=

osafety program.</P>

<P>&nbsp;</P>

<P>Course Features:</P>

<P>This four and one-half day course consists of lectures, a laboratory e=

xercise and opportunities for informal discussions with course faculty, f=

or review of pertinent audiovisual materials and for examination of biosa=

fety equipment and devices. Theoretical background and basic principles w=

ill be covered.</P>

<P>&nbsp;</P>

<P>Subject Areas:</P>

<P>An overview of cell biology and host-parasite relationships</P>

<P>Hazard potential of infectious agents, recombinant DNA and oncogenic v=

iruses</P>

<P>Dissemination of contaminants</P>

<P>Equipment designed for safety</P>

<P>Containment concepts: primary and secondary barriers</P>

<P>Personal practices and hygiene</P>

<P>Universal precautions and bloodborne pathogens</P>

<P>Safe handling and housing of laboratory animals</P>

<P>Sterilization and disinfection</P>

<P>Emerging Diseases</P>

<P>Tuberculosis overview</P>

<P>Emergency procedures</P>

<P>Federal regulations involving laboratory safety</P>

<P>Packaging and shipment of biological materials.</P>

<P>&nbsp;</P>

<P>General Information</P>

<P>Dates: June 22-26, 1998</P>

<P>Place:</P>

<P>Omni Inner Harbor Hotel</P>

<P>101 West Fayette Street</P>

<P>Baltimore, MD 21201</P>

<P>(410) 752-1100</P>

<P>Registration: 8:00-8:30 a.m., Monday, June 22, 1998 </P>

<P>Fee: $1475 per person to include registration, continental breakfasts,=

 refreshments, 2 lunches and a banquet. All fees are payable in advance. =

A letter confirming enrollment will be sent to each registrant. Foreign p=

ayments must be made in a draft on a U.S. bank. Only one-half of the fee =

will be returned if withdrawal is made after May 20, 1998.</P>

<P>Course Credits: This program qualifies for 3 continuing education cred=

its from the Johns Hopkins University. This course also qualifies for 4.5=

 ABIH Certification Maintenance Credits. </P>

<P>Course Manual: A course manual will provide lecture outlines, data tab=

les and graphics used in the lectures, and supporting materials.</P>

<P>Social Functions: A complimentary banquet for registrants will be held=

 on Thursday will be held on Thursday, June 25. Guests are invited for a =

charge of $ 40.00.</P>

<P>Lodging: Accommodations have been reserved at the Omni Inner Harbor Ho=

tel. Rate: $159 Single or Double - guaranteed until May 25, 1997. </P>

<P>Note: The Johns Hopkins University reserves the right to cancel the co=

urse, in which case the enrollment fee will be refunded to the applicant.=

</P>

<P>Course Directors</P>

<P>Byron S. Tepper, Ph.D., CSP is the former Director of the Office of Sa=

fety and Environmental Health of The Johns Hopkins University and The Joh=

ns Hopkins Hospital. He was an Associate Professor of Environmental Healt=

h Sciences, The Johns Hopkins University School of Hygiene and Public Hea=

lth, and Associate Professor of Occupational Medicine, The Johns Hopkins =

University School of Medicine. He is a Fellow of the American Academy of =

Microbiology. Dr. Tepper is a microbiologist who entered the field of bio=

safety after 15 years of research on leprosy and other mycobacterial dise=

ases. He is a Certified Safety Professional with more than 25 years exper=

ience in biosafety, occupational safety and environmental health. He deve=

loped and has continuously directed the course "Control of Biohazards in =

the Research Laboratory" which has been presented at Johns Hopkins since =

1979. He is a charter member and a Past-President of the American Biologi=

cal Safety Association (ABSA). He is past president of the ABSA Chesapeak=

e Area Chapter and the Campus Safety Association (CSA). Dr. Tepper is a r=

ecognized consultant in biosafety, laboratory safety, laboratory design a=

nd hospital safety. He is currently the CEO of BioControl, Inc., environm=

ental health and safety consultants. </P>

<P>&nbsp;</P>

<P>Richard W. Gilpin, Ph.D., RBP, is Director, Biosafety Division, Depart=

ment of Health, Safety and Environment at Johns Hopkins University and Jo=

hns Hopkins Hospital. He is also Assistant Professor of Occupational Medi=

cine at the Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine. Dr. Gilpin is a =

basic/clinical/industrial research microbiologist with more than 25 years=

 experience in research, product development and environmental health. He=

 joined Hopkins nine years ago after managing a department of research an=

d development for a major in-vitro diagnostic manufacturer. Dr. Gilpin ha=

s developed and directed microbiology courses for medical students, gradu=

ate students, and pharmaceutical company marketing personnel. He is a Reg=

istered Biological Safety Professional and Councilor (Officer) of the Ame=

rican Biological Safety Association, and Past President of the Chesapeake=

 Area Biological Safety Association. He is a member of the American Socie=

ty for Microbiology (Certified in Biological Safety Microbiology by the A=

merican Academy of Microbiology), the American Society of Safety Engineer=

s, and the American Academy for the Advancement of Science. Dr. Gilpin is=

 a recognized consultant in environmental microbiology including environm=

ental monitoring of legionella bacteria, indoor fungi, laboratory and hos=

pital safety, and the role of microorganisms in indoor air quality.</P>

<P>&nbsp;</P>

<P>For Further Information Contact</P>

<P>Dr. Byron S. Tepper</P>

<P>Phone: (410) 828-6330</P>

<P>Fax: (410) 828-6331</P>

<P>or</P>

<P>Dr. Richard W. Gilpin</P>

<P>Phone: (410) 955-5918</P>

<P>Fax: (410) 955-5929</P>

<P>______________________________________________________________________=

_ </P>

<P>Course Registration Form - June 1998</P>

<P>Please mail remittance and completed registration to:</P>

<P>Becky Vaeth, Registrar</P>

<P>Center for Occupational and Environmental Health</P>

<P>The Johns Hopkins University</P>

<P>2024 E Monument Street, Suite 1-300</P>

<P>Baltimore, MD 21205-2223</P>

<P>Name:_________________________________________________________________=

_</P>

<P>Address:______________________________________________________________=

__</P>

<P>City: _____________________State: ____ Zip Code: _____________________=

_______</P>

<P>Telephone Number: ( )_____________________ Fax ( )____________________=

_____</P>

<P>Social Security Number:_______________________________________________=

________</P>

<P>Employer______________________________________________________________=

__</P>

<P>*Please make checks ($1,475 per person) payable to: JHU Biohazards Cou=

rse.</P>

<P>Check or purchase order must accompany registration form to guarantee =

enrollment in the course.</P>

<P>______________________________________________________________________=

_ </P>

<P>Hotel Reservation Form =96 June 1998</P>

<P>Please complete and mail to:</P>

<P>Omni Inner Harbor Hotel</P>

<P>101 W. Fayette Street </P>

<P>Baltimore, MD 21201</P>

<P>Telephone (800) THE-OMNI </P>

<P>I am enrolled in the Biohazards Course presented by the Johns Hopkins =

University, June 22-26, 1998. Please make the following reservation for m=

e. </P>

<P>Room Rates- $159 Single or Double, per night.</P>

<P>_____ Single(s) _____ Doubles for ______nights </P>

<P>Room rates guaranteed until May 25, 1998.</P>

<P>Name _________________________________________________________________=

_</P>

<P>Address ______________________________________________________________=

__</P>

<P>City State Zip Code __________________________________________________=

_____</P>

<P>Area Code/ Telephone Number __________________________________________=

____</P>

<P>Arrival Date _________________ Departure Date ________________________=

_______</P>

<P>Please hold my reservation for late arrival __________</P>

<P>Reservations may be guaranteed for late arrival by one night=92s depos=

it. Include check payable to the hotel or use major credit card.</P>

<P>AMEX________ VISA_________ MASTER CARD ________</P>

<P>Card #_____________________________________ Exp. Date_________________=

__</P>

<P>Signature____________________________________ Date________________</P>=

</BODY>

</HTML>

--------------AE30C2D7119A705439EEC610--
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Date:         Thu, 12 Mar 1998 15:31:31 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Toni Richardson <toni@AEMRC.ARIZONA.EDU>

Subject:      Advanced Hazmat Course

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

The Arizona Emergency Medicine Research Center at the University of

Arizona will offer a 3-day Advanced Hazmat Life Support course in Tucson

April 29, 30 and May 1, 1998.

For more information, please visit our website at

http://www.ahsc.arizona.edu/aemrc/hazmat.htm

Please e-mail if you'd like additional information, or call me at

520-626-2239.

Toni Richardson

Arizona Emergency Medicine Research Center
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Date:         Thu, 12 Mar 1998 16:22:50 -0800

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Christopher Brey <brey@DNAX.ORG>

Subject:      Paraformaldehyde disinfecti

Dear Biosafty Members:

Can anybody provide me with information on the pathogen inactivation

properties of paraformaldehyde?  Specifically, would contaminated human blood

(with either HIV, HbV, HcV), fixed with a 2% paraformaldehyde solution,

present any hazards to lab workers?

You may respond to my e-mail address.  Thank you for your assistance.

Christopher Brey

DNAX Research Institute

e-mail: brey@dnax.org
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Reply-To:     Harriet Izenberg <harriet@ehrs.upenn.edu>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Harriet Izenberg <harriet@EHRS.UPENN.EDU>

Subject:      MABSA Meeting March 19
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                       Subject:                               Time: 10:42

AM

   OFFICE MEMO         MABSA Meeting March 19

Date:3/13/98

The Mid-Atlantic Biological Safety Association will meet on Thursday,

March 19, 1998 at 4:00 PM at the Ramada Inn, East Brunswick NJ.

Seminar Speaker:  Dr. Herb Prince, Gibraltar Laboratories, Fairfield, NJ

Topics:  "Emerging viruses-a threat or not?" and "Latest on Hepatitis B

inactivation"

The seminar will be followed by a network hour and dinner.  We welcome

your attendance.  If you are interested in attending, please contact me or

our treasurer, Leslie Delpin, by phone (203-932-5711, ext. 5142) or email

<<lmdelpin@juno.com>>.

Harriet Izenberg, MABSA President

Biosafety Officer

Environmental Health and Radiation Safety

University of Pennsylvania

215-898-4453 (PHONE)

215-898-0767 (FAX)

e-mail: harriet@ehrs.upenn.edu
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Alfred L. 'Al' Jin" <e442242@POPEYE.LLNL.GOV>

Subject:      Re: Paraformaldehyde disinfecti

In-Reply-To:  <n1322402516.66723@tcell.dnax.org>

Mime-Version: 1.0
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C<fontfamily><param>Times_New_Roman</param><bigger><bigger>hristopher

Brey,

The following is an FYI

A variety of vapors and gases possess germicidal properities. The most

useful are formaldehyde, beta-propiolactone, and ethylene oxide. All of

these agents are toxic to human tissue. Formaldehyde and ethylene oxide

are suspect human carcinogens. Beta-propiolactone is a animal

carcinogen. Formaldehyde can be generated from aqueous solutions

(formalin) containing 37%-40% formaldehyde by heating or vaporizing the

solution.

Formaldedhyde can be generated from heating

<underline>paraformaldehyde</underline> which is a solid polymer that

contains 91%-99% formaldehyde to 450-475 F. The formaldehyde gas is

generated at this temperature.The bactericidal effects is variable and

depends significantly the relative humidity being at 70% or more.

Contact time will vary depending on the size of the room or volume of

space to be decontaminated. Formaldedhyde gas can then be neutralized

with hexamethylene-tetramine or other effective neutralizing agents

before venting to the outside. Paraformaldehyde is flammable and will

self-ignite at 572 F.

Formaldehyde has a broad spectrum of action on microorganisms, and its

mode of action is by alkylation of the amino and sulfhydryl groups of

proteins and ring of nitrogen atoms of purine bases such as guanine.

Their high sporicidal activities suggest that the alkylation of nucleic

acids may be more important than changes in the protein constituents.

In regards to your specific question of  the hazards dealing with human

blood fixed with 2% formaldehyde, a number of studies have shown that

with contact time of 60-180 minute, formaldehyde at <<2% will only

sanitize. Formaldehyde at 2% will disinfect. Formaldehyde at >2% will

sterilize.

As a side note, please also note that whenever formaldehyde is used on

objects, the problem of residual formaldehyde left on the surfaces of

these objects constitutes a potential health hazard.  As a result,

objects used for patient contact (ie. hemodialysis equipment) should be

thoroughly rinsed with sterile water before use.

In closing, I hope this information was helpful. If anyone can add to

this please do so.

A.Jin - BSO - IH

Lawrence Livermore National Laboratories

</bigger></bigger></fontfamily>>Dear Biosafty Members:

>

>Can anybody provide me with information on the pathogen inactivation

>properties of paraformaldehyde?  Specifically, would contaminated

human blood

>(with either HIV, HbV, HcV), fixed with a 2% paraformaldehyde

solution,

>present any hazards to lab workers?

>

>You may respond to my e-mail address.  Thank you for your assistance.

>

>Christopher Brey

>DNAX Research Institute

>e-mail: brey@dnax.org
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From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Risk Assessment

In-Reply-To:  <9803058891.AA889106550@admin.fsu.edu>
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At 09:03 AM 3/5/98 -0500, you wrote:

>     A researcher is going to be working with Rhodococcus rhodochrous,

Rhod. rhod. is a soil organism and is nonpathogenic.  See Manual of

Clinical Microbiology (ASM) and Bergey's Manual of Systematic Bacteriology.

>     Mycobacterium vaccae  - associated with cattle and found in soil,

water.  Not generally considered pathogenic.

> M. paraffinicum not in any of my references.

>

>     Darlene Ward

>     EH&S Specialist

>     dward@admin.fsu.edu

>     (850) 644-8916

>

Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

Assoc. Biosafety Officer

Mass. Inst. of Tech.

617-258-5647

rfink@mit.edu
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Subject:      Re: Paraformaldehyde disinfecti
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Al,

Thank you for the information.

I believe hexamethylene-tetramine is the product of neutralizing

formaldehyde with ammonia rather than the neutralizing agent.

Dave

----------

> From: Alfred L. 'Al' Jin <e442242@POPEYE.LLNL.GOV>

> To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject: Re: Paraformaldehyde disinfecti

> Date: Friday, March 13, 1998 11:39 AM

>

> C<fontfamily><param>Times_New_Roman</param><bigger><bigger>hristopher

> Brey,

>

>

>

>

> The following is an FYI

>

>

> A variety of vapors and gases possess germicidal properities. The most

> useful are formaldehyde, beta-propiolactone, and ethylene oxide. All of

> these agents are toxic to human tissue. Formaldehyde and ethylene oxide

> are suspect human carcinogens. Beta-propiolactone is a animal

> carcinogen. Formaldehyde can be generated from aqueous solutions

> (formalin) containing 37%-40% formaldehyde by heating or vaporizing the

> solution.

>

>

> Formaldedhyde can be generated from heating

> <underline>paraformaldehyde</underline> which is a solid polymer that

> contains 91%-99% formaldehyde to 450-475 F. The formaldehyde gas is

> generated at this temperature.The bactericidal effects is variable and

> depends significantly the relative humidity being at 70% or more.

> Contact time will vary depending on the size of the room or volume of

> space to be decontaminated. Formaldedhyde gas can then be neutralized

> with hexamethylene-tetramine or other effective neutralizing agents

> before venting to the outside. Paraformaldehyde is flammable and will

> self-ignite at 572 F.

>

>

> Formaldehyde has a broad spectrum of action on microorganisms, and its

> mode of action is by alkylation of the amino and sulfhydryl groups of

> proteins and ring of nitrogen atoms of purine bases such as guanine.

> Their high sporicidal activities suggest that the alkylation of nucleic

> acids may be more important than changes in the protein constituents.

>

>

> In regards to your specific question of  the hazards dealing with human

> blood fixed with 2% formaldehyde, a number of studies have shown that

> with contact time of 60-180 minute, formaldehyde at <<2% will only

> sanitize. Formaldehyde at 2% will disinfect. Formaldehyde at >2% will

> sterilize.

>

>

> As a side note, please also note that whenever formaldehyde is used on

> objects, the problem of residual formaldehyde left on the surfaces of

> these objects constitutes a potential health hazard.  As a result,

> objects used for patient contact (ie. hemodialysis equipment) should be

> thoroughly rinsed with sterile water before use.

>

>

> In closing, I hope this information was helpful. If anyone can add to

> this please do so.

>

>

>

> A.Jin - BSO - IH

>

> Lawrence Livermore National Laboratories

>

>

>

>

>

>

> </bigger></bigger></fontfamily>>Dear Biosafty Members:

>

> >

>

> >Can anybody provide me with information on the pathogen inactivation

>

> >properties of paraformaldehyde?  Specifically, would contaminated

> human blood

>

> >(with either HIV, HbV, HcV), fixed with a 2% paraformaldehyde

> solution,

>

> >present any hazards to lab workers?

>

> >

>

> >You may respond to my e-mail address.  Thank you for your assistance.

>

> >

>

> >Christopher Brey

>

> >DNAX Research Institute

>

> >e-mail: brey@dnax.org
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Date:         Mon, 16 Mar 1998 07:10:43 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Judy Pointer <jpointer@NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU>

Subject:      Safety Tech. position open

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

---------------------- Forwarded by Judy M. Pointer/MDACC on 03/16/98 07:06

AM ---------------------------

Subject:  Safety Tech. position

Technical position open in UTMDACC's Environmental Health and Safety

      Department, Houston Texas.

As of last week the position of Safety Technician II was posted both in

Human Resources and in our offices.  Interested personnel are to contact

Sue Fischer, (713)792-8008, for additional information.

Also, check out MD Anderson's Home Page: On-line Career Center at

http://www.mdanderson.org/~hr/

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 16 Mar 1998 09:51:47 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Herzing Bliss BM <bliss.herzing@PHWILM.ZENECA.COM>

Subject:      Working with cell cultures

I need some advise.  When a researcher is using a cell line particularly

a human cell line - what are the hazards associated with the cell line.

If it is a blood culture (HIV, Hep B and TB?) a cancerous cell line, a

lung tissue cell line...  I am having a difficult time assigning hazard

classes.  In particular when working with an extraction procedure and

the generation of aerosols...what are the hazards associated with

extraction of a human cell line with an organic solvent and analysis on

an HPLC?  Can aerosols be generated here?

Thanks for your help!

Bliss

Bliss M. Herzing

Biosafety Specialist

LW Basement

(302)886-2185

FAX:(302)886-2909

email: bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 16 Mar 1998 11:21:21 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Working with cell cultures

In-Reply-To:  <c=GB%a=TMAILUK%p=ZENECA%l=USUWPHMSX08-980316145147Z-42861@usuwphmsxhub02.

              usuwp

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

If you have a human cell line, and a pedigree proving that the cell line

does not contain a bloodborne pathogen(specialy Hep-B or Hiv),  OSHA will

consider the culture to be a bloodborne pathogen.  Treat it accordingly.

Hope this helps,

Bob

>I need some advise.  When a researcher is using a cell line particularly

>a human cell line - what are the hazards associated with the cell line.

>If it is a blood culture (HIV, Hep B and TB?) a cancerous cell line, a

>lung tissue cell line...  I am having a difficult time assigning hazard

>classes.  In particular when working with an extraction procedure and

>the generation of aerosols...what are the hazards associated with

>extraction of a human cell line with an organic solvent and analysis on

>an HPLC?  Can aerosols be generated here?

>

>Thanks for your help!

>Bliss

>Bliss M. Herzing

>Biosafety Specialist

>LW Basement

>(302)886-2185

>FAX:(302)886-2909

>email: bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 16 Mar 1998 11:50:38 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "LouAnn C. Burnett" <lburnett@UIUC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Working with cell cultures

In-Reply-To:  <l03020903b1330173b071@[129.22.116.70]>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

I think Bob meant to say that OSHA will NOT consider the cell line to be an

"other potentially infectious material".  In the absence of written

documentation, we consider these cell lines to be subject to BBP regs.

LouAnn Burnett

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

At 11:21 AM 3/16/98 -0500, you wrote:

>If you have a human cell line, and a pedigree proving that the cell line

>does not contain a bloodborne pathogen(specialy Hep-B or Hiv),  OSHA will

>consider the culture to be a bloodborne pathogen.  Treat it accordingly.

>

>Hope this helps,

>

>Bob

>

>>I need some advise.  When a researcher is using a cell line particularly

>>a human cell line - what are the hazards associated with the cell line.

>>If it is a blood culture (HIV, Hep B and TB?) a cancerous cell line, a

>>lung tissue cell line...  I am having a difficult time assigning hazard

>>classes.  In particular when working with an extraction procedure and

>>the generation of aerosols...what are the hazards associated with

>>extraction of a human cell line with an organic solvent and analysis on

>>an HPLC?  Can aerosols be generated here?

>>

>>Thanks for your help!

>>Bliss

>>Bliss M. Herzing

>>Biosafety Specialist

>>LW Basement

>>(302)886-2185

>>FAX:(302)886-2909

>>email: bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com

>

>

>                 ________________________________________________

>__           / _______________________________________________

>_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental

Safety

>   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

>     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

>       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental

Safety

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 16 Mar 1998 12:53:52 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Herzing Bliss BM <bliss.herzing@PHWILM.ZENECA.COM>

Subject:      Re: Working with cell cultures

What about when working with a cell line completing an extraction

procedure on the cell line (precipitate out the proteins) and then

loading the cell line onto the HPLC instrumentation.  Is there any

hazards associated with the cell/organic extraction mixture?

Thank you so much!

Bliss M. Herzing

Biosafety Specialist

LW Basement

(302)886-2185

FAX:(302)886-2909

email: bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com

>----------

>From:  Robert N. Latsch[SMTP:rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU]

>Sent:  Monday, March 16, 1998 11:21 AM

>To:    BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>Subject:       Re: Working with cell cultures

>

>If you have a human cell line, and a pedigree proving that the cell line

>does not contain a bloodborne pathogen(specialy Hep-B or Hiv),  OSHA will

>consider the culture to be a bloodborne pathogen.  Treat it accordingly.

>

>Hope this helps,

>

>Bob

>

>>I need some advise.  When a researcher is using a cell line particularly

>>a human cell line - what are the hazards associated with the cell line.

>>If it is a blood culture (HIV, Hep B and TB?) a cancerous cell line, a

>>lung tissue cell line...  I am having a difficult time assigning hazard

>>classes.  In particular when working with an extraction procedure and

>>the generation of aerosols...what are the hazards associated with

>>extraction of a human cell line with an organic solvent and analysis on

>>an HPLC?  Can aerosols be generated here?

>>

>>Thanks for your help!

>>Bliss

>>Bliss M. Herzing

>>Biosafety Specialist

>>LW Basement

>>(302)886-2185

>>FAX:(302)886-2909

>>email: bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com

>

>

>                 ________________________________________________

>__           / _______________________________________________

>_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental

>Safety

>   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

>     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

>       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental

>Safety

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 16 Mar 1998 10:13:57 PST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Working with cell cultures

     Hi, Bliss --

     The major risk in handling human cell cultures is associated with

     potential exposure to bloodborne pathogens, especially in primary or

     secondary cultures.  While the Bloodborne Pathogens Standard does not

     extend to established cell lines, we have taken the most conservative

     approach at UCSF and stated as policy that use of both primary and

     immortalized human cell lines invokes the BBP standard, necessitates

     Biological Use Authorization (IBC approval) and requires handling

     under BSL2 conditions.  I get the occasional investigator who squawks

     about this, saying the he or she has handled HeLa, HepG2 and other

     standard cell lines for years without incident and I agree with them

     that the risk is probably quite low.  However, we are still isolating,

     from immortalized human cells, new viruses that have probably existed

     in proviral form in the cell genome for years (centuries, millenia??)

     and we've only now discovered how to derepress them. Human herpesvirus

     type 8 (HHV-8), associated with (perhaps causally) Kaposi's sarcoma,

     is an example in point.  Remember, all you need to do to immortalize a

     human cell line is infect it with SV40 (a readily available Risk Group

     1 virus) and select out the transformed cells.  This transformation

     and selection process has no deleterious effect on adventitious agents

     already associated with the cell line.

     Since all the common bloodborne pathogens are considered Risk Group 2,

     at least at diagnostic levels, we routinely consider human cells to be

     Risk Group 2, with the understanding that it's not the cells that

     dictate the RG level but the associated microorganisms.  Almost any

     standard lab manipulation can generate an aerosol, including

     sonication, vortexing and all other forms of mixing, centrifugation,

     even pouring and pipetting.  Resuspension of cell pellets by repeated

     aspiration through a Pasteur pipette orifice is a very good aerosol

     generator.  All such procedures should be conducted within a properly

     operating (read "certified") and correctly used biosafety cabinet.

     Many of the chemicals and processes used in cell extraction will

     inactivate infectious agents but, between the variances in

     concentration, reaction temperature, handling and processing, the

     agents themselves and factors affecting the resistant fraction, very

     few of these chemicals and processes can be counted on to eliminate

     all infectivity.  Those that do so generally don't leave much left to

     be extracted.

     I hope this info helps.

     -- Glenn

     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D.

     Biosafety Officer

     UC San Francisco

     415-476-2097

     glennf@ehsmail.ucsf.edu

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Working with cell cultures

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    3/16/98 8:10 AM

I need some advise.  When a researcher is using a cell line particularly

a human cell line - what are the hazards associated with the cell line.

If it is a blood culture (HIV, Hep B and TB?) a cancerous cell line, a

lung tissue cell line...  I am having a difficult time assigning hazard

classes.  In particular when working with an extraction procedure and

the generation of aerosols...what are the hazards associated with

extraction of a human cell line with an organic solvent and analysis on

an HPLC?  Can aerosols be generated here?

Thanks for your help!

Bliss

Bliss M. Herzing

Biosafety Specialist

LW Basement

(302)886-2185

FAX:(302)886-2909

email: bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 16 Mar 1998 13:44:04 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Joseph H. Coggin Jr." <jcoggin@JAGUAR1.USOUTHAL.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Working with cell cultures

In-Reply-To:  <c=GB%a=TMAILUK%p=ZENECA%l=USUWPHMSX08-980316145147Z-42861@usuwphmsxhub02.usuwp

              h.zeneca.com>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

Dear Bliss:

I questioned OSHA on the definition of human cells as potential sources

of bloodborne pathogens following an OSHA announcement to the ASM that human

cell lines or pass. tissues were not biohazardous and workers handling them

did not have to use BSL-2 practices.  We gave OSHA substantial data that

human cells in passage could harbor many human pathogens depending on the

source and OSHA recanted and, after months back in 1993, ABSA and ASM were

notified that indeed human cells and cell lines, stains and explants were

to be considered as BSL-2 biohazards unless checked for these pathogens

by specific testing.  The decision to judge the cultures "safe" for lower

BL-consideration [BSL-1] was left up to the institutions BIosafety

Officer or some one with "a scientific background to be able to consider

the pathogenic ramifications of such testing".  To most of us this meant"

Play it safe" except for highly certified cell lines unless you were

sure by reliable [in consideration of litigation] testing that the

stocks were agent and virus free.  Most of us consider early passaged

human and NH Primate cells from primary tissues highly suspect as well as

many cell lines because of extensive cross-contamination reported

some years ago. OSHA went on to state that once a cell line was found

agent/pathogen-free it had to be confined to a sole source of handling

and protected from future contamination by rather exhaustive methods.

Few people colud produce such cells except manufacturers with highly

characterized GSLP cell lines and then it is a judgement call a Biosafety

profession should make.

Based on this OSHA response received by both the ASM and ABSA in ~1993 I

would highly recommend considering all human and NH Primate explants

pr passaged cells, cells strains and cell line as "Potentially"

infectious and use BSL-2.

Joe Coggin

On Mon, 16

Mar 1998, Herzing Bliss BM wrote:

> I need some advise.  When a researcher is using a cell line particularly

> a human cell line - what are the hazards associated with the cell line.

> If it is a blood culture (HIV, Hep B and TB?) a cancerous cell line, a

> lung tissue cell line...  I am having a difficult time assigning hazard

> classes.  In particular when working with an extraction procedure and

> the generation of aerosols...what are the hazards associated with

> extraction of a human cell line with an organic solvent and analysis on

> an HPLC?  Can aerosols be generated here?

>

> Thanks for your help!

> Bliss

> Bliss M. Herzing

> Biosafety Specialist

> LW Basement

> (302)886-2185

> FAX:(302)886-2909

> email: bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 16 Mar 1998 16:10:36 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Herzing Bliss BM <bliss.herzing@PHWILM.ZENECA.COM>

Subject:      Re: Working with cell cultures

Thank you very much.  This has been so helpful.  We currently do

associate all our cell lines and tissue work under the BSL-2

classification.  For the simple fact of safety and the worries if the

"testing" is valid or not.  I appreciate your help in this matter and if

you could direct me to any definite publication on this matter I am

interested to read about it.

'

Bliss M. Herzing

Biosafety Specialist

LW Basement

(302)886-2185

FAX:(302)886-2909

email: bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com

>----------

>From:  Joseph H. Coggin Jr.[SMTP:jcoggin@JAGUAR1.USOUTHAL.EDU]

>Sent:  Monday, March 16, 1998 2:44 PM

>To:    BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>Subject:       Re: Working with cell cultures

>

>Dear Bliss:

>I questioned OSHA on the definition of human cells as potential sources

>of bloodborne pathogens following an OSHA announcement to the ASM that human

>cell lines or pass. tissues were not biohazardous and workers handling them

>did not have to use BSL-2 practices.  We gave OSHA substantial data that

>human cells in passage could harbor many human pathogens depending on the

>source and OSHA recanted and, after months back in 1993, ABSA and ASM were

>notified that indeed human cells and cell lines, stains and explants were

>to be considered as BSL-2 biohazards unless checked for these pathogens

>by specific testing.  The decision to judge the cultures "safe" for lower

>BL-consideration [BSL-1] was left up to the institutions BIosafety

>Officer or some one with "a scientific background to be able to consider

>the pathogenic ramifications of such testing".  To most of us this meant"

>Play it safe" except for highly certified cell lines unless you were

>sure by reliable [in consideration of litigation] testing that the

>stocks were agent and virus free.  Most of us consider early passaged

>human and NH Primate cells from primary tissues highly suspect as well as

>many cell lines because of extensive cross-contamination reported

>some years ago. OSHA went on to state that once a cell line was found

>agent/pathogen-free it had to be confined to a sole source of handling

>and protected from future contamination by rather exhaustive methods.

>Few people colud produce such cells except manufacturers with highly

>characterized GSLP cell lines and then it is a judgement call a Biosafety

>profession should make.

>

>Based on this OSHA response received by both the ASM and ABSA in ~1993 I

>would highly recommend considering all human and NH Primate explants

>pr passaged cells, cells strains and cell line as "Potentially"

>infectious and use BSL-2.

>

>Joe Coggin

>

>

>

>On Mon, 16

>Mar 1998, Herzing Bliss BM wrote:

>

>> I need some advise.  When a researcher is using a cell line particularly

>> a human cell line - what are the hazards associated with the cell line.

>> If it is a blood culture (HIV, Hep B and TB?) a cancerous cell line, a

>> lung tissue cell line...  I am having a difficult time assigning hazard

>> classes.  In particular when working with an extraction procedure and

>> the generation of aerosols...what are the hazards associated with

>> extraction of a human cell line with an organic solvent and analysis on

>> an HPLC?  Can aerosols be generated here?

>>

>> Thanks for your help!

>> Bliss

>> Bliss M. Herzing

>> Biosafety Specialist

>> LW Basement

>> (302)886-2185

>> FAX:(302)886-2909

>> email: bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com

>>

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 16 Mar 1998 14:56:05 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Judy Pointer <jpointer@NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Working with cell cultures

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

I've done HPLC with microbial cells and somatic cells b/f.  Generally the

precipitation process kills all viable agents ->ergo the ability to

"infect" is eliminated, and the hazard is moot.  BUT, I didn't know about

prions at that stage.  If I was going to do it again today I would take

precautions with nerve, brain, tissue, etc. that was "primary" in origin.

In other words, if it's not long out of the host, and it wasn't known for

certain that the host tissue did not harbor prions, I'd protect myself and

others from aerosols.  Note, that no aerosol transmission of any prions has

been documented (Kuru, BSE, C-J, all appear to be transmitted by

ingestion).  but since these things are so "new", I'd do it anyway - till

we know more.

I would think the possibility of any virus - surviving through the protein

extraction process would be next to nil.  And, I wouldn't worry about them.

I think that the BBP standard is meant to cover viable agents, not fixed

ones.  I'd consider extracted agents, fixed.  Just my opinion.  You might

check out their extraction process and chemicals - just to make certain

they are complete percipitations and not partially done.  Also don't forget

to take into consideration the inhalation of other agents (not just

microbs) that may be hazardous to folks.

Judy Pointer

bliss.herzing@PHWILM.ZENECA.COM on 03/16/98 11:53:52 AM

Please respond to BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

cc:    (bcc: Judy M. Pointer/MDACC)

Subject:  Re: Working with cell cultures

What about when working with a cell line completing an extraction

procedure on the cell line (precipitate out the proteins) and then

loading the cell line onto the HPLC instrumentation.  Is there any

hazards associated with the cell/organic extraction mixture?

Thank you so much!

Bliss M. Herzing

Biosafety Specialist

LW Basement

(302)886-2185

FAX:(302)886-2909

email: bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com

>----------

>From:  Robert N. Latsch[SMTP:rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU]

>Sent:  Monday, March 16, 1998 11:21 AM

>To:    BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>Subject:       Re: Working with cell cultures

>

>If you have a human cell line, and a pedigree proving that the cell line

>does not contain a bloodborne pathogen(specialy Hep-B or Hiv),  OSHA will

>consider the culture to be a bloodborne pathogen.  Treat it accordingly.

>

>Hope this helps,

>

>Bob

>

>>I need some advise.  When a researcher is using a cell line particularly

>>a human cell line - what are the hazards associated with the cell line.

>>If it is a blood culture (HIV, Hep B and TB?) a cancerous cell line, a

>>lung tissue cell line...  I am having a difficult time assigning hazard

>>classes.  In particular when working with an extraction procedure and

>>the generation of aerosols...what are the hazards associated with

>>extraction of a human cell line with an organic solvent and analysis on

>>an HPLC?  Can aerosols be generated here?

>>

>>Thanks for your help!

>>Bliss

>>Bliss M. Herzing

>>Biosafety Specialist

>>LW Basement

>>(302)886-2185

>>FAX:(302)886-2909

>>email: bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com

>

>

>                 ________________________________________________

>__           / _______________________________________________

>_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental

>Safety

>   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

>     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

>       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental

>Safety

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 16 Mar 1998 17:06:51 -0800

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "daniel f. liberman" <dliberma@EROLS.COM>

Subject:      Re: Working with cell cultures

MIME-Version: 1.0
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Joseph H. Coggin Jr. wrote:

>

> Dear Bliss:

> I questioned OSHA on the definition of human cells as potential sources

> of bloodborne pathogens following an OSHA announcement to the ASM that human

> cell lines or pass. tissues were not biohazardous and workers handling them

> did not have to use BSL-2 practices.  We gave OSHA substantial data that

> human cells in passage could harbor many human pathogens depending on the

> source and OSHA recanted and, after months back in 1993, ABSA and ASM were

> notified that indeed human cells and cell lines, stains and explants were

> to be considered as BSL-2 biohazards unless checked for these pathogens

> by specific testing.  The decision to judge the cultures "safe" for lower

> BL-consideration [BSL-1] was left up to the institutions BIosafety

> Officer or some one with "a scientific background to be able to consider

> the pathogenic ramifications of such testing".  To most of us this meant"

> Play it safe" except for highly certified cell lines unless you were

> sure by reliable [in consideration of litigation] testing that the

> stocks were agent and virus free.  Most of us consider early passaged

> human and NH Primate cells from primary tissues highly suspect as well as

> many cell lines because of extensive cross-contamination reported

> some years ago. OSHA went on to state that once a cell line was found

> agent/pathogen-free it had to be confined to a sole source of handling

> and protected from future contamination by rather exhaustive methods.

> Few people colud produce such cells except manufacturers with highly

> characterized GSLP cell lines and then it is a judgement call a Biosafety

> profession should make.

>

> Based on this OSHA response received by both the ASM and ABSA in ~1993 I

> would highly recommend considering all human and NH Primate explants

> pr passaged cells, cells strains and cell line as "Potentially"

> infectious and use BSL-2.

>

> Joe Coggin

>

> On Mon, 16

> Mar 1998, Herzing Bliss BM wrote:

>

> > I need some advise.  When a researcher is using a cell line particularly

> > a human cell line - what are the hazards associated with the cell line.

> > If it is a blood culture (HIV, Hep B and TB?) a cancerous cell line, a

> > lung tissue cell line...  I am having a difficult time assigning hazard

> > classes.  In particular when working with an extraction procedure and

> > the generation of aerosols...what are the hazards associated with

> > extraction of a human cell line with an organic solvent and analysis on

> > an HPLC?  Can aerosols be generated here?

> >

> > Thanks for your help!

> > Bliss

> > Bliss M. Herzing

> > Biosafety Specialist

> > LW Basement

> > (302)886-2185

> > FAX:(302)886-2909

> > email: bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com

> >Bliss,

It is possible that the more hazard of concern is not the potential blood

borne pathogen but the solvent that is being used to extract the

material to be analyzed on HPLC. Level 2 is about right for PPE

considerations provided the lab coat and gloves provide protection to

the solvent. Eye protection is also appropriate since the investigator is

working with solvents. I would be less concerned about aerosol control

than I would be about solvent vapor control.

Regards,

Dan Liberman

MIT Biology Department
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>
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>NEW ENGLAND BIOSAFETY ASSOCIATION

>

>Spring Symposium Announcement

>April 1, 1998

>

>Harvard School of Public Health

>665 Huntington Avenue, Boston, MA

>Private Dining Room (adjacent to cafeteria)

>

>12:00 noon - 1:00PM

>       Buffet Lunch And Networking:

>       Meat and Cheese Platter, Rolls, Salads, Brownies, Fruit, Coffee, Tea, Soda

>

>Symposium:     1:00PM - 4:30PM

>

>1:00PM - 2:00PM        Richard Knudsen

>                       President, American Biological Safety Association

>                       "ABSA; The Past, Present and Future"

>2:00PM - 2:30PM        Carol Rao

>                       Graduate Student, Harvard School of Public Health

>                       "Pulmonary Effects of Stachybotrys chartarum in a Rat Model"

>2:30PM - 3:00PM        Gwangpyo Ko

>                       Graduate Student, Harvard School of Public Health

>                       "Survival of Bacteria on Air Filters"

>3:00PM - 3:30PM  Refreshment Break

>3:30PM - 4:30PM        Robert Urban

>                       Pangeae Pharmaceuticals

>                       "DNA Vaccines"

>

>COST:  $20 (Includes buffet lunch and refreshment break).

>Questions regarding the meeting should be directed to Betsy Gilman

>(617-253-5564), Richard Fink (617-258-5647) or Dr. Melvin First

>(617-432-1164).

>

>RSVP and send checks by March 25, 1998 to:

>Richard Fink, MIT Biosafety Office

>77 Massachusetts Avenue, 56-255

>Cambridge, MA  02139

>(Please make checks payable to "Richard Fink")

>

>
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From:         "Joseph H. Coggin Jr." <jcoggin@JAGUAR1.USOUTHAL.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Working with cell cultures
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Dear Bliss:  I will get a copy of the OSHA letter out of the files and

send it to you.  Need your fax number.

Thanks,  Joe Coggin

On Mon, 16 Mar 1998, Herzing Bliss BM wrote:

> Thank you very much.  This has been so helpful.  We currently do

> associate all our cell lines and tissue work under the BSL-2

> classification.  For the simple fact of safety and the worries if the

> "testing" is valid or not.  I appreciate your help in this matter and if

> you could direct me to any definite publication on this matter I am

> interested to read about it.

>

> '

> Bliss M. Herzing

> Biosafety Specialist

> LW Basement

> (302)886-2185

> FAX:(302)886-2909

> email: bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com

>

>

> >----------

> >From:  Joseph H. Coggin Jr.[SMTP:jcoggin@JAGUAR1.USOUTHAL.EDU]

> >Sent:  Monday, March 16, 1998 2:44 PM

> >To:    BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> >Subject:       Re: Working with cell cultures

> >

> >Dear Bliss:

> >I questioned OSHA on the definition of human cells as potential sources

> >of bloodborne pathogens following an OSHA announcement to the ASM that human

> >cell lines or pass. tissues were not biohazardous and workers handling them

> >did not have to use BSL-2 practices.  We gave OSHA substantial data that

> >human cells in passage could harbor many human pathogens depending on the

> >source and OSHA recanted and, after months back in 1993, ABSA and ASM were

> >notified that indeed human cells and cell lines, stains and explants were

> >to be considered as BSL-2 biohazards unless checked for these pathogens

> >by specific testing.  The decision to judge the cultures "safe" for lower

> >BL-consideration [BSL-1] was left up to the institutions BIosafety

> >Officer or some one with "a scientific background to be able to consider

> >the pathogenic ramifications of such testing".  To most of us this meant"

> >Play it safe" except for highly certified cell lines unless you were

> >sure by reliable [in consideration of litigation] testing that the

> >stocks were agent and virus free.  Most of us consider early passaged

> >human and NH Primate cells from primary tissues highly suspect as well as

> >many cell lines because of extensive cross-contamination reported

> >some years ago. OSHA went on to state that once a cell line was found

> >agent/pathogen-free it had to be confined to a sole source of handling

> >and protected from future contamination by rather exhaustive methods.

> >Few people colud produce such cells except manufacturers with highly

> >characterized GSLP cell lines and then it is a judgement call a Biosafety

> >profession should make.

> >

> >Based on this OSHA response received by both the ASM and ABSA in ~1993 I

> >would highly recommend considering all human and NH Primate explants

> >pr passaged cells, cells strains and cell line as "Potentially"

> >infectious and use BSL-2.

> >

> >Joe Coggin

> >

> >

> >

> >On Mon, 16

> >Mar 1998, Herzing Bliss BM wrote:

> >

> >> I need some advise.  When a researcher is using a cell line particularly

> >> a human cell line - what are the hazards associated with the cell line.

> >> If it is a blood culture (HIV, Hep B and TB?) a cancerous cell line, a

> >> lung tissue cell line...  I am having a difficult time assigning hazard

> >> classes.  In particular when working with an extraction procedure and

> >> the generation of aerosols...what are the hazards associated with

> >> extraction of a human cell line with an organic solvent and analysis on

> >> an HPLC?  Can aerosols be generated here?

> >>

> >> Thanks for your help!

> >> Bliss

> >> Bliss M. Herzing

> >> Biosafety Specialist

> >> LW Basement

> >> (302)886-2185

> >> FAX:(302)886-2909

> >> email: bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com

> >>

> >

>
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Subject:      ABSA/Eagleson Spring Seminar Series
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This years ABSA / Eagleson Spring Seminar Series will be held

in Berkeley, California on April 16-17, 1998.

Plan on attending one of the following courses:

 "Viral Vectors and Biosafety Considerations" or

 "Animal Biosafety".

Free tours will be held prior to the courses on the afternoon

of April 15th.

To preview the program go to:

http://www.orcbs.msu.edu/absa/resource/absa-seminar.htm

Sign up now, since it's filling up fast.

Call the Eagleson Institute at (207) 490-1076 for more information.

See you in Berkeley :-)

---------------------------

Stefan Wagener, Ph.D.

BSO, Michigan State University

(stefan@msu.edu)
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Dr. Joseph Newsome" <newsomej@ODRGE.ODR.GEORGETOWN.EDU>

Subject:      defective human Herpes Simplex containment question
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Dear Biosafety officionados,

An interesting question arose today concerning the use of A 3/4 replication

deleted Human Herpes Simplex Virus -1. It's planned use is to deliver to

rats a LAC Z marker or rat glutamate receptor protein. The investigator who

packages this vector system states it is a completely replication

deficient. We were wondering since this system will only express rat

proteins could we maintain these animals at ABSL level 1. The main sticking

point seems to be is there a risk for some recombinatorial herpes event to

occur in the rat that would make the HSV-1 become replication competent and

potential infectious.  Any ideas??

Thanks,

Joe

Joseph T. Newsome MS, DVM, DACLAM

Chief Surgical Services, Div. Comp. Medicine

Instructor, Depts. Pathology and Surgery

Georgetown University Medical Center

3950 Reservoir Rd. NW.,   Washington, D.C. 20007

email: newsomej@odrge.odr.georgetown.edu

tel: (202)-687-1676      fax: (202)-687-6256
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Gillian Norton <gmnorton@JULIAN.UWO.CA>

Subject:      Re: defective human Herpes Simplex containment question

In-Reply-To:  <v02140b00b1367f4e5e60@[141.161.14.7]>
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We had the exact same dilema here and after discussions with the

institutional biosafety committee and veterinarians we did allow  ABSL 1

type  procedures i.e. standard caging in a standard animal room. Injections

of virus and manipulations of  animal tissue after death were all performed

in containment. We did insist on hazard awareness and had the cages

labelled.  I will be very interested to hear responses from other

institutions.

At 03:05 AM 3/19/98 -0500, you wrote:

>Dear Biosafety officionados,

>

>An interesting question arose today concerning the use of A 3/4 replication

>deleted Human Herpes Simplex Virus -1. It's planned use is to deliver to

>rats a LAC Z marker or rat glutamate receptor protein. The investigator who

>packages this vector system states it is a completely replication

>deficient. We were wondering since this system will only express rat

>proteins could we maintain these animals at ABSL level 1. The main sticking

>point seems to be is there a risk for some recombinatorial herpes event to

>occur in the rat that would make the HSV-1 become replication competent and

>potential infectious.  Any ideas??

>

>Thanks,

>Joe

>

>Joseph T. Newsome MS, DVM, DACLAM

>Chief Surgical Services, Div. Comp. Medicine

>Instructor, Depts. Pathology and Surgery

>Georgetown University Medical Center

>3950 Reservoir Rd. NW.,   Washington, D.C. 20007

>email: newsomej@odrge.odr.georgetown.edu

>tel: (202)-687-1676      fax: (202)-687-6256

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 20 Mar 1998 10:39:41 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>
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From:         Fran Martin <fmartin@CCSINC.COM>

Subject:      Updated 200,000+ MSDS Database with Archive CD-ROM
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FYI,

A U.S. Government database of more than 200,000 Material Safety Data Sheets

(MSDSs) of trade name and generic chemicals, featuring an archive of MSDSs

written prior to 1988, on CD-ROM has been updated.

The 3 CD-ROM set includes the Environmental Reporting Assist File (ERAF) and

Registry of Lists (ROL) databases, and DOS search/retrieve software.

See   http://www.env-sol.com/solutions/MSDS.HTML  for details.

Fran Martin

FM Research & Consulting

(Please excuse any cross postings)
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Subject:      Re: defective human Herpes Simplex containment question

In-Reply-To:  <3.0.3.16.19980320093542.29f76ac4@julian.uwo.ca>
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     We have had similar discussions with our IBC and IACUC on these types

     of projects.  ABSL-1 "(+)" with labeling, hazard awareness training,

     filter top cages, etc. is used for this work. However level 2

     containment is required for animal necropsy, and handling of fluids

     and tissues.  For requests to use replication competant vectors,

     ABSL-2 is required.

     Paul Zel

     Biosafety Officer

     Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center

     N.Y.,N.Y.

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Re: defective human Herpes Simplex containment question

Author:  gmnorton (gmnorton@JULIAN.UWO.CA) at Internet

Date:    3/20/98 8:34 AM

We had the exact same dilema here and after discussions with the

institutional biosafety committee and veterinarians we did allow  ABSL 1

type  procedures i.e. standard caging in a standard animal room. Injections

of virus and manipulations of  animal tissue after death were all performed

in containment. We did insist on hazard awareness and had the cages

labelled.  I will be very interested to hear responses from other

institutions.

At 03:05 AM 3/19/98 -0500, you wrote:

>Dear Biosafety officionados,

>

>An interesting question arose today concerning the use of A 3/4 replication

>deleted Human Herpes Simplex Virus -1. It's planned use is to deliver to

>rats a LAC Z marker or rat glutamate receptor protein. The investigator who

>packages this vector system states it is a completely replication

>deficient. We were wondering since this system will only express rat

>proteins could we maintain these animals at ABSL level 1. The main sticking

>point seems to be is there a risk for some recombinatorial herpes event to

>occur in the rat that would make the HSV-1 become replication competent and

>potential infectious.  Any ideas??

>

>Thanks,

>Joe

>

>Joseph T. Newsome MS, DVM, DACLAM

>Chief Surgical Services, Div. Comp. Medicine

>Instructor, Depts. Pathology and Surgery

>Georgetown University Medical Center

>3950 Reservoir Rd. NW.,   Washington, D.C. 20007

>email: newsomej@odrge.odr.georgetown.edu

>tel: (202)-687-1676      fax: (202)-687-6256

>
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My question to researchers is always, "Show me the data!".  If the

researcher has good scientific data regarding the inability of the virus

to replicate under the circumstances of the experimental protocol, then

you can proceed with less containment.  If not, and the risk to

personnel or the environment is substantial, a subjective judgement for

the biosafety professional, then the higher containment level is

warranted.  BL-2 containment is not that difficult, and should be used

if you do not have a high degree of scientific certainty that the virus

will not replicate.  This researcher may have such information.

However, in my experience, statements like this are more wishful

thinking than scientific fact.  Just my opinion.
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: defective human Herpes Simplex containment question

     The incidence of HHV-1 in the general polulation increases the chance

     of recombinational event.  I would recommend requiring BSL2/ABSL2 and

     also asking the investigator to do periodic strain verification

     testing to demonstrate continued replication defectiveness.

     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D.

     Biosafety Officer

     UC San Francisco

     415-476-2097

     glennf@ehsmail.ucsf.edu

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: defective human Herpes Simplex containment question

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    3/19/98 2:37 PM

Dear Biosafety officionados,

An interesting question arose today concerning the use of A 3/4 replication

deleted Human Herpes Simplex Virus -1. It's planned use is to deliver to

rats a LAC Z marker or rat glutamate receptor protein. The investigator who

packages this vector system states it is a completely replication

deficient. We were wondering since this system will only express rat

proteins could we maintain these animals at ABSL level 1. The main sticking

point seems to be is there a risk for some recombinatorial herpes event to

occur in the rat that would make the HSV-1 become replication competent and

potential infectious.  Any ideas??

Thanks,

Joe

Joseph T. Newsome MS, DVM, DACLAM

Chief Surgical Services, Div. Comp. Medicine

Instructor, Depts. Pathology and Surgery

Georgetown University Medical Center

3950 Reservoir Rd. NW.,   Washington, D.C. 20007

email: newsomej@odrge.odr.georgetown.edu

tel: (202)-687-1676      fax: (202)-687-6256
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From:         Georgia Thomas <GThomas@NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: defective human Herpes Simplex containment question
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We also are trying to have containment levels match the science of what we

know - rather than the fear level.  I'm not a molecular biologist, but my

understanding of the predicted incidence of a recombinant event yielding

virus capable of infection and replication is that it is extremely low.

Our Biosafety committee would probably agree with ABSL 1.

As the occupational health specialist in my institution, I see no value in

overly restrictive levels of containment for any health hazard.  Employees

frequently assume that we either didn't know what we were talking about

when we said that the hazard in question was safe enough to handle at the

lesser containment level, or worse, that we lied to them about the risks.

I like using the same criteria of objective data in all circumstances - it

produces a set of rules with internal consistency.
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To those of you who wondered about meeting the requirements to take the

American Society for Microbiology Specialist Microbiologist exam in

Biological Safety, the 20 credits of "microbiology" includes relevant

courses emphasizing the study of microorganisms, such as:

agriculture

animal/plant physiology

applied bacteriology/microbiology

bacteriology

dairy

diagnostic

bacteriology/microbiology

disinfection/decontamination/sterilization

environmental

epidemiology

fermentation

food microbiology

general microbiology

immunology

industrial

infectious diseases

medical microbiology

metabolism

microbial aerosols

microbial genetics

microbial physiology

molecular biology

mycology

parasitology

public health

rickettsiology

sanitary engineering

sanitation

taxonomy

tissue culture

virology

water and waste

Up to four credit hours can be awarded for relevant workshop attendance.

For complete eligibility requirements, contact the ASM at (202) 942-9281

certification@asmusa.org

Laura Newton

Newton Health and Safety Associates

(908) 284-0258

newtonl@ptd.net
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "LouAnn C. Burnett" <lburnett@UIUC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: CBSP exam course requirements

In-Reply-To:  <MAPI.Id.0016.006577746f6e6c203030303730303037@MAPI.to.RFC8 22>
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On another note regarding the CBSP exam, the applications for this year's

June 5th exam were due on March 1st (last I heard). If anyone knows of an

exception for our exam (e.g., the exam will also be offered at or before

the ABSA meeting), please post this info.

Thanks!

LouAnn

At 04:23 PM 3/20/98 -0800, Laura Newton wrote:

>To those of you who wondered about meeting the requirements to take the

>American Society for Microbiology Specialist Microbiologist exam in

>Biological Safety, the 20 credits of "microbiology" includes relevant

>courses emphasizing the study of microorganisms, such as: <snip>

-------------------------------------------------------------------

LouAnn C. Burnett

Assistant Director, Environmental Health & Safety

Biological Safety Section

Division of Environmental Health & Safety

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

217-244-7362 (office)     217-244-6594 (fax)

--------------------------------------------------------------------
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Organization: Virginia Commonwealth University - Medical College of Virginia

Subject:      autoclave standards
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Are there federal mandates for autoclave performance criteria for

microbiological laboratories? What are the concensus standards for

performance?  Your help is greatly appreciated.

Burton Ogle, CIH, CSP

Virginia Commonwealth University
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: autoclave standards

In-Reply-To:  <35168AE6.255CEBAF@hsc.vcu.edu>

Mime-Version: 1.0
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Only fed. standards are for FDA approved/inspected labs.  For run of the

mill labs - only state standards (in MA the standard is that they must

sterilize the waste that is put in them and so must be validated).

At 11:16 AM 3/23/98 -0500, you wrote:

>Are there federal mandates for autoclave performance criteria for

>microbiological laboratories? What are the concensus standards for

>performance?  Your help is greatly appreciated.

>

>Burton Ogle, CIH, CSP

>Virginia Commonwealth University

>

Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

Assoc. Biosafety Officer

Mass. Inst. of Tech.

617-258-5647

rfink@mit.edu
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Date:         Tue, 24 Mar 1998 11:07:29 -0800

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Stefan Wagener <stefan@MSU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: CBSP exam course requirements

In-Reply-To:  <B0000089602@speedy.ehs.uiuc.edu>
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Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

Yes, the registration for the 1998 certification exam is over. The deadline

was

March 1st.  If you missed it, go for 1999. To save some money, register this

year for 1999. The exam will always be on the first Friday of June.=20

---------------------------

From NRM:

Examination Date=20

Examinations are administered on the first Friday of June each year. The

examination is a 3.5 hour test. Examinations are mailed directly to the

approved proctor or testing center. On examination date, the candidate

completes the examination under the supervision of the proctor. All

examinations are computer graded under the supervision of the NRM.=20

Application Deadline and Fee=20

Applications postmarked on, or before, December 31-$75.00 Early bird

discount.=20

Applications postmarked January 1 through March 1-$85.00.=20

----------------------------------------------

ABSA is not planning to offer anymore exams as part or prior to the October

conference. That's the last I heard.

Hope this helps.

Stefan (stefan@msu.edu)

At 04:51 PM 3/20/98 -0600, you wrote:

>On another note regarding the CBSP exam, the applications for this year's

>June 5th exam were due on March 1st (last I heard). If anyone knows of an

>exception for our exam (e.g., the exam will also be offered at or before

>the ABSA meeting), please post this info.

>

>Thanks!

>LouAnn

>

>At 04:23 PM 3/20/98 -0800, Laura Newton wrote:

>>To those of you who wondered about meeting the requirements to take the

>>American Society for Microbiology Specialist Microbiologist exam in

>>Biological Safety, the 20 credits of "microbiology" includes relevant

>>courses emphasizing the study of microorganisms, such as: <snip>

>

>

>

>-------------------------------------------------------------------

>LouAnn C. Burnett

>Assistant Director, Environmental Health & Safety

>Biological Safety Section

>Division of Environmental Health & Safety

>University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

>217-244-7362 (office)=A0=A0=A0=A0 217-244-6594 (fax)

>--------------------------------------------------------------------

> =20
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Date:         Tue, 24 Mar 1998 08:36:40 PST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: autoclave standards

     I'm not aware of any federal standards other than the FDA requirements

     that Richie referred to.  The California Medical Waste Management Act

     (Chap. 8, Section 118215.(c).2) requires autoclaves to attain "... 121

     degrees Centrigrade (250 degrees Fahrenheit) for at least one half

     hour, depending on the quantity and density of the load, to achieve

     sterilization of the entire load."

     -- Glenn

     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D., CBSP

     iosafety Officer

     UC San Francisco

     415-476-2097

     glennf@ehsmail.ucsf.edu

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: autoclave standards

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    3/23/98 11:28 AM

Are there federal mandates for autoclave performance criteria for

microbiological laboratories? What are the concensus standards for

performance?  Your help is greatly appreciated.

Burton Ogle, CIH, CSP

Virginia Commonwealth University
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Date:         Tue, 24 Mar 1998 11:54:50 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Tom Sawicki <tsawicki@ARS.USDA.GOV>

Subject:      autoclave standards -Reply

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Burt:  Check out the Laboratory Safety Monograph, Jan 1979 by US

HEW.  It has certification criteria for steam autoclaves.

Tom Sawicki, Safety Officer

USDA PIADC
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Date:         Tue, 24 Mar 1998 14:14:14 -0800

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Nicole Bernholc <bernholc@MAIL.SEP.BNL.GOV>

Subject:      Re: autoclave standards

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

I hesitate to reply to this - only because I can't put my hands on the

specifics.  There is a committee that met regularly regarding consensus

standards for autoclaves. Right now I have misplaced the file.  I don't

remember is it was a subcommitee of the microbiological society or astm.

The chair was part of DuPont and I recieved copies of the minutes.

When the info reemerges I will post.  I haven't gotten the minutes in a while.

At 08:36 AM 3/24/98 PST, you wrote:

>     I'm not aware of any federal standards other than the FDA requirements

>     that Richie referred to.  The California Medical Waste Management Act

>     (Chap. 8, Section 118215.(c).2) requires autoclaves to attain "... 121

>     degrees Centrigrade (250 degrees Fahrenheit) for at least one half

>     hour, depending on the quantity and density of the load, to achieve

>     sterilization of the entire load."

>

>     -- Glenn

>

>

>     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D., CBSP

>     iosafety Officer

>     UC San Francisco

>     415-476-2097

>     glennf@ehsmail.ucsf.edu

>

>

>______________________________ Reply Separator

_________________________________

>Subject: autoclave standards

>Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

>Date:    3/23/98 11:28 AM

>

>

>Are there federal mandates for autoclave performance criteria for

>microbiological laboratories? What are the concensus standards for

>performance?  Your help is greatly appreciated.

>

>Burton Ogle, CIH, CSP

>Virginia Commonwealth University

>

>

Sincerely,

Nicole M. Bernholc

(516) 344-2027
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Date:         Tue, 24 Mar 1998 14:12:14 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Francis Churchill <fchurchi@ESF.UVM.EDU>

Subject:      Re: autoclave standards

In-Reply-To:  <9802248907.AA890757710@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>
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Most of our autoclaved biowaste goes into a municple landfill.  It is our

agreement with the trash hauler and with the landfill operators that we

certify the waste is sterilized.  THis agreement drives our autoclave

certification process.  So far the autoclaves almost always work fine, but

laboratorians often need to re-think their autoclaving practices (mostly

longer cycles and not sealing the autoclave bag).

Francis

"Convictions are more dangerous enemies of truth than lies." -- Nietzsche

Francis Churchill, IHIT

University of Vermont - Environmental Safety Facility

655D Spear Street, Burlington, VT  05405-3010

(802) 656-5405

fchurchi@zoo.uvm.edu
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Date:         Wed, 25 Mar 1998 09:43:11 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Joseph P. Kozlovac" <jkozlovac@MAIL.NCIFCRF.GOV>

Subject:      HHV-8

In-Reply-To:  <350DCCAB.F68@erols.com>
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Hello all

I have a researcher who wishes to work with HHV-8.  Upon what I have read

about the agent I believe I am going to require that they use a BSL-2

facility and practices.  However I am interested in how the rest of you are

working with this particular agent.  Please send your comments to me

directly so as not to waste bandwidth.

Thanks in advance for any and all input.

Joe

______________________________________________________________________________

Biological Safety Officer

Safety and Environmental Protection Program

NCI - Frederick Cancer Research

and Development Center

(301)846-1451 fax: (301)846-6619

email: jkozlovac@mail.ncifcrf.gov

______________________________________________________________________________
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Date:         Wed, 25 Mar 1998 13:52:33 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Joseph H. Coggin Jr." <jcoggin@JAGUAR1.USOUTHAL.EDU>

Subject:      Re: HHV-8

In-Reply-To:  <3.0.5.32.19980325094311.007be300@mail.ncifcrf.gov>
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Joe K.  BSL-2 is correct for human herpes Virus type 8.

Joe Coggin

On Wed, 25 Mar 1998, Joseph P. Kozlovac wrote:

> Hello all

>

> I have a researcher who wishes to work with HHV-8.  Upon what I have read

> about the agent I believe I am going to require that they use a BSL-2

> facility and practices.  However I am interested in how the rest of you are

> working with this particular agent.  Please send your comments to me

> directly so as not to waste bandwidth.

>

> Thanks in advance for any and all input.

>

> Joe

> ______________________________________________________________________________

>

> Biological Safety Officer

> Safety and Environmental Protection Program

> NCI - Frederick Cancer Research

> and Development Center

> (301)846-1451 fax: (301)846-6619

> email: jkozlovac@mail.ncifcrf.gov

> ______________________________________________________________________________

>
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Date:         Wed, 25 Mar 1998 18:20:36 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "pardalis.com" <pardalis@PARDALIS.COM>

Subject:      Neutralization/Biotreatment of Mustard Agent
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For your information:

The U.S. Department of Army has published a Notice of Availability of

the Draft Environmental Impact Statement for Pilot Testing of

Neutralization/Biotreatment of Mustard Agent at Aberdeen Proving Ground,

Maryland.

You will find an abstracted summary of the Federal Register publication,

below.

Steve Holcombe, Editor

The Pardalis EnviroSafe eLetter

Voice: 405/377-5995

Fax: 405/372-8934

E-mail: pardalis@pardalis.com

Web Site: http://www.pardalis.com/eletter.htm

-----------------------------------------------------------

-010-   NOA of Draft EIS - Neutralization/Biotreatment of Mustard Agent

-----------------------------------------------------------

PUBLICATION: [Federal Register: March 24, 1998 (Volume 63, Number 56)]

[Page 14073-14074]

AGENCY: Department of the Army, DoD.

ACTION: Notice of availability (NOA).

REGULATED ENTITIES/ AFFECTED CATEGORIES: Notice of Availability of the

Draft Environmental Impact Statement for Pilot Testing of

Neutralization/Biotreatment of Mustard Agent at Aberdeen Proving Ground,

Maryland

SUMMARY: This announces the availability of the Draft Environmental

Impact Statement (DEIS) which assesses the potential environmental

impacts of the design, construction, systemization and operation of a

facility to pilot test the neutralization/biotreatment process of

mustard agent using water at Aberdeen Proving Ground (APG), Maryland.

The proposed facility will be used to demonstrate, as part of a research

and development program, the feasibility of adopting the neutralization

process using water, followed by biotreatment, to destroy mustard agent

currently stored in two containers at APG.

The alternatives considered in this DEIS are no action (i.e., continued

storage of mustard agent at APG) and locating the pilot facility at one

of two potential sites within APG. Although the no action alternative is

not viable under Public Law 99-145, the Department of Defense

Authorization Act of 1986, it was analyzed to provide a comparison with

the proposed action. In addition, the no action alternative is

considered to be deferral of research and development of the

neutralization process as an alternative technology.

DATES: The public comment period for the DEIS will end 45 days after

publication of the NAO in the Federal Register by the U.S. Environmental

Protection Agency. Public comments received on the DEIS will be

considered and addressed in the final EIS and considered by the Army in

its Record of Decision.

ADDRESSES: To obtain copies of the DEIS, contact Ms. Nancy Hoffman at

Edgewood Community Outreach Office at (410) 676-6800 or write to:

Woodbridge Station, 1011 Woodbridge Center Way, Edgewood, Maryland

21040.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Office of the Program Manager for

Chemical Demilitarization, ATTN: SFAE-CD-P (Ms. Catherine Herlinger),

Building E4585, Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland 21010-5401; telephone:

(800) 488-0648 or (410) 671-1479; e-mail: cherling@cdra.apgea.army.mil.

GPO ACCESS INSTRUCTIONS: If you wish to view the entire text of this

Federal Register publication, go to http://www.pardalis.com/resource.htm

and select 'Laws and Regulations' in the presented index. Click on

'Federal Register Online via Government Printing Office Access'. Enter

the following ISSUE DATE and SEARCH TERM in their respective formats and

then click on the Submit button.

ISSUE DATE: 03/24/98

SEARCH TERM: "14074"
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Date:         Thu, 26 Mar 1998 14:44:22 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      LS&EM-The Conference '98
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>LS&EM '98 - Co-Sponsored by ABSA

>June 22-25, 1998

>Sheraton Imperial Hotel and Convention Center

>Research Triangle Park, North Carolina

>

>Just a reminder that the registration brochure for Laboratory Safety &

>Environmental Management - The Conference '98 (LS&EM '98) is NOW AVAILABLE.

>This year we will not be sending a mass mailing of the brochure, so if you

>haven't already received your personal copy, email Sherry at

PRIZIMnet@aol.com

>with your complete snail address and telephone number immediately!

>

>We hope to see you all this June in RTP!

>

>Thank you so much for your help.

>

>Sincerely,

>

>Dawnn Johnson and Sherry Pecharka

>LS&EM

>

Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

Biosafty List Owner

rfink@mit.edu
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Date:         Thu, 26 Mar 1998 15:41:58 -0800

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Stefan Wagener <stefan@MSU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: LS&EM-The Conference '98

In-Reply-To:  <3.0.2.32.19980326144422.01282200@hesiod>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

FYI

The program has been published on the ABSA home page under "Meetings"

http://www.absa.org

>>LS&EM '98 - Co-Sponsored by ABSA

>>June 22-25, 1998

>>Sheraton Imperial Hotel and Convention Center

>>Research Triangle Park, North Carolina

>>

>>Just a reminder that the registration brochure for Laboratory Safety &

>>Environmental Management - The Conference '98 (LS&EM '98) is NOW AVAILABLE.

>>This year we will not be sending a mass mailing of the brochure, so if you

>>haven't already received your personal copy, email Sherry at

>PRIZIMnet@aol.com

>>with your complete snail address and telephone number immediately!

>>

>>We hope to see you all this June in RTP!

>>

>>Thank you so much for your help.

>>

>>Sincerely,

>>

>>Dawnn Johnson and Sherry Pecharka

>>LS&EM

>>

>

>

>Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

>Biosafty List Owner

>rfink@mit.edu

>
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Date:         Fri, 27 Mar 1998 11:44:04 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Herzing Bliss BM <bliss.herzing@PHWILM.ZENECA.COM>

Subject:      Autoclave/disinfectant procedures

Right now we require that all out Biohazardous waste (up to an including

BSL-2 hazards) be autoclaved before it leaves the site.  Under the

requirement for the BBP the waste that leaves the site "eventually"

needs to be incinerated or rendered non-hazardous/infectious.  My

question is a survey question: Do your require you researchers to

autoclave their waste before it leaves the site?  If you do - what is

your reasoning for not autoclaving the waste before it leaves the site?

I have responses coming back regarding perception issues with the public

and issues dealing with - who will touch the hazardous waste if it is

not autoclaved?

Thank you in advance for helping me.

Bliss Herzing

bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com
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Date:         Fri, 27 Mar 1998 09:51:48 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Alfred L. 'Al' Jin" <e442242@POPEYE.LLNL.GOV>

Subject:      Re: Autoclave/disinfectant procedures

In-Reply-To:  <c=GB%a=TMAILUK%p=ZENECA%l=USUWPHMSX08-980327164404Z-11465@usuwphmsxhub02.

              usuwp
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My respond to your survey question is based on the management of

biohazardous waste that is being generated.  In most cases, only

biohazardous waste from a BL2 facility need to be decontaminated before it

enters the general waste stream. In many cases, ALL waste is decontaminated

because it easier than segregating out the waste. This drives the cost for

waste disposal up, but it's a NO BRAINER for the generator. In some

facilities (ie. hospitals, small labs, dental offices), the biohazard waste

is managed by a commercially licensed biohazardous waste haulers/ disposal

company. These companies will then handle the waste prior to its eventual

destruction (remember CRADLE TO GRAVE) or it decontamination prior to

introduction into the general waste stream (landfill). Some biohazardous

waste (ie. human body parts, sharps) must be rendered unrecognizable prior

to being introduced into the general waste stream. In these cases,

incineration is preferred. Please note, this will differ from state to

state.

As I recall, the legaleeze terms used in the regs ususally say that the

waste must be decontaminated by an "method approved by the Department".

These methods may include chemical disinfection, Ultraviolet exposure,

steam sterilization, heat sterilization and on and on....

The bottom line: What works for others may not work for you in your

specific situation. Getting back to the basics, check out the regs, check

out the cost,  check out what works for your researcher, and go for it.

A. Jin, BSO, Chief Cook & Bottle Washer

MS,CM(AAM),M(ASCP)

Hazards Control Department

Lawrence Livermove National Labortories

Livermore, California

Jin2@llnl.gov

>Right now we require that all out Biohazardous waste (up to an including

>BSL-2 hazards) be autoclaved before it leaves the site.  Under the

>requirement for the BBP the waste that leaves the site "eventually"

>needs to be incinerated or rendered non-hazardous/infectious.  My

>question is a survey question: Do your require you researchers to

>autoclave their waste before it leaves the site?  If you do - what is

>your reasoning for not autoclaving the waste before it leaves the site?

>I have responses coming back regarding perception issues with the public

>and issues dealing with - who will touch the hazardous waste if it is

>not autoclaved?

>

>Thank you in advance for helping me.

>Bliss Herzing

>bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com
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Date:         Fri, 27 Mar 1998 10:24:40 PST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Autoclave/disinfectant procedures

     Hi, Bliss -

     I tried to respond directly to your e-mail address rather than the

     newsgroup (although I'm sure we'd all like to hear the results of your

     survey) but your system said it didn't know you.  Maybe it thinks

     you've been a bad girl??

     At UCSF, medical waste generators are subject to the California

     Medical Waste Management Act (MWMA), which defines medical and

     biohazardous waste.  Basically, investigators have two choices for

     disposal of medical or biohazardous waste - they can autoclave it then

     discard it as solid waste (trash to be landfilled) or have it picked

     up and incinerated by a licensed medical waste incinerator (Integrated

     Environmental Systems) under contract with UCSF.  The MWMA defines the

     conditions acceptable for autoclaving (from which we get our

     performance requirements for our med waste 'claves) and for

     incinerating (from which IES gets the basic functional requirements

     for their incinerators).  Most labs (up to BSL2) segregate their waste

     streams and limit red bag waste to either medical or biohazardous

     waste, while BSL3 labs treat all waste generated as biohazardous and

     thus, everything that comes out of a BSL3 lab is "autoclaved out".

     Our contractor (IES) is providing us with 23 gallon and 44 gallon gray

     garbage cans with lids, all well marked with biohazard symbol and

     words, for on-site collection of med waste.  We're asking our

     non-autoclaving labs to use these in the labs to eliminate secondary

     handling of waste.  Custodial staff simply takes the filled cans and

     leaves clean, disinfected empties in their place.

     In a few very rare cases, some waste is both autoclaved and

     incinerated; a case in point is our tuberculosis BSL3 lab.  Our prion

     research labs also used to do double processing as well, largely

     because of the unusual disinfection measures required (1N NaOH for 24

     hours, followed by autoclaving at 132 degrees C for 4.5 hours).  As

     we've leaerned more about prions, we've accepted single-processing

     approaches as fully adequate

     Hope this info helps.

     -- Glenn.

     -----------------------------------------------

     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D.

     Biosafety Officer

     U.C. San Francisco

     415-476-2097

     glennf@ehsmail.ucsf.edu

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Autoclave/disinfectant procedures

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    3/27/98 9:48 AM

Right now we require that all out Biohazardous waste (up to an including

BSL-2 hazards) be autoclaved before it leaves the site.  Under the

requirement for the BBP the waste that leaves the site "eventually"

needs to be incinerated or rendered non-hazardous/infectious.  My

question is a survey question: Do your require you researchers to

autoclave their waste before it leaves the site?  If you do - what is

your reasoning for not autoclaving the waste before it leaves the site?

I have responses coming back regarding perception issues with the public

and issues dealing with - who will touch the hazardous waste if it is

not autoclaved?

Thank you in advance for helping me.

Bliss Herzing

bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com
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Date:         Fri, 27 Mar 1998 16:16:10 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Autoclave/disinfectant procedures

In-Reply-To:  <c=GB%a=TMAILUK%p=ZENECA%l=USUWPHMSX08-980327164404Z-11465@usuwphmsxhub02.

              usuwp
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PI'sa here are required to autoclave any red bag material before placing it

in the proper conatainer for disposal.  The auto claved materials are in a

red bag when autoclaved and then placed in a fresh red bag when they are

removed from the autoclave.  The "red bag" material is then sent to a

biomedical waste inceinerator.

Under Ohio's Medical Waste Law.  an auto clave cannot be considered a

method of disinfection unless certain stringent criteria are adhered to.

We auto clave to make our waste safer to handle but leagaly they are still

considered viable.

Bob

>Right now we require that all out Biohazardous waste (up to an including

>BSL-2 hazards) be autoclaved before it leaves the site.  Under the

>requirement for the BBP the waste that leaves the site "eventually"

>needs to be incinerated or rendered non-hazardous/infectious.  My

>question is a survey question: Do your require you researchers to

>autoclave their waste before it leaves the site?  If you do - what is

>your reasoning for not autoclaving the waste before it leaves the site?

>I have responses coming back regarding perception issues with the public

>and issues dealing with - who will touch the hazardous waste if it is

>not autoclaved?

>

>Thank you in advance for helping me.

>Bliss Herzing

>bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety
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Date:         Fri, 27 Mar 1998 16:32:06 -0800

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "daniel f. liberman" <dliberma@EROLS.COM>

Subject:      Re: Autoclave/disinfectant procedures
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Robert N. Latsch wrote:

>

> PI'sa here are required to autoclave any red bag material before placing it

> in the proper conatainer for disposal.  The auto claved materials are in a

> red bag when autoclaved and then placed in a fresh red bag when they are

> removed from the autoclave.  The "red bag" material is then sent to a

> biomedical waste inceinerator.

>

> Under Ohio's Medical Waste Law.  an auto clave cannot be considered a

> method of disinfection unless certain stringent criteria are adhered to.

> We auto clave to make our waste safer to handle but leagaly they are still

> considered viable.

>

> Bob

>

> >Right now we require that all out Biohazardous waste (up to an including

> >BSL-2 hazards) be autoclaved before it leaves the site.  Under the

> >requirement for the BBP the waste that leaves the site "eventually"

> >needs to be incinerated or rendered non-hazardous/infectious.  My

> >question is a survey question: Do your require you researchers to

> >autoclave their waste before it leaves the site?  If you do - what is

> >your reasoning for not autoclaving the waste before it leaves the site?

> >I have responses coming back regarding perception issues with the public

> >and issues dealing with - who will touch the hazardous waste if it is

> >not autoclaved?

> >

> >Thank you in advance for helping me.

> >Bliss Herzing

> >bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com

>

>                  ________________________________________________

> __           / _______________________________________________

> _  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

>    \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

>      \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

>        \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety

I know I have been away from BIOSAFETY for a few years, but I thought

that chemicals disinfect and autoclaves sterilize.  Clearly, when

autoclaving anything specific precautions have to be exercised, like

understanding the time temperature relationship, not overfilling bags

allowing steam penetration and using biological indicators to show the

efficacy of the procedure. What has occured in OHIO to change this

concept?

Regards,

Dan Liberman
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You are of course write.  However I was attempting to paraphrase state law.

Laws as we all know have their own brand of logic.

Bob

>Robert N. Latsch wrote:

>>

>> PI'sa here are required to autoclave any red bag material before placing it

>> in the proper conatainer for disposal.  The auto claved materials are in a

>> red bag when autoclaved and then placed in a fresh red bag when they are

>> removed from the autoclave.  The "red bag" material is then sent to a

>> biomedical waste inceinerator.

>>

>> Under Ohio's Medical Waste Law.  an auto clave cannot be considered a

>> method of disinfection unless certain stringent criteria are adhered to.

>> We auto clave to make our waste safer to handle but leagaly they are still

>> considered viable.

>>

>> Bob

>>

>> >Right now we require that all out Biohazardous waste (up to an including

>> >BSL-2 hazards) be autoclaved before it leaves the site.  Under the

>> >requirement for the BBP the waste that leaves the site "eventually"

>> >needs to be incinerated or rendered non-hazardous/infectious.  My

>> >question is a survey question: Do your require you researchers to

>> >autoclave their waste before it leaves the site?  If you do - what is

>> >your reasoning for not autoclaving the waste before it leaves the site?

>> >I have responses coming back regarding perception issues with the public

>> >and issues dealing with - who will touch the hazardous waste if it is

>> >not autoclaved?

>> >

>> >Thank you in advance for helping me.

>> >Bliss Herzing

>> >bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com

>>

>>                  ________________________________________________

>> __           / _______________________________________________

>> _  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental

>>Safety

>>    \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

>>      \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

>>        \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental

>>Safety

>

>I know I have been away from BIOSAFETY for a few years, but I thought

>that chemicals disinfect and autoclaves sterilize.  Clearly, when

>autoclaving anything specific precautions have to be exercised, like

>understanding the time temperature relationship, not overfilling bags

>allowing steam penetration and using biological indicators to show the

>efficacy of the procedure. What has occured in OHIO to change this

>concept?

>

>Regards,

>Dan Liberman

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety
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Group,

This is a call for help and information.

As some of you know, I am involved with the EPA's ICCR (Industrial

Combustion Coordinated Rulemaking) which is developing emission standards

for pathological incinerators for the year 2000.  The current definition of

pathological waste is:

 Pathological waste is waste material consisting of only human or animal

remains, anatomical parts, and/or tissue, the bags/containers used to

collect and transport the waste material, and animal bedding (if

applicable). (from HMIWI MACT)

The Incinerator Working Group would like to get a better handle on the

types and amounts of bedding being used in research, including the typical

amounts handled by different institutions.  My opinion is that the main

type is pine wood chips, and probably second is corn cobs and that these

two represent the vast majority of bedding used out there, with minor other

stuff being used.

Is this correct?

What do you use?

About how much per year?

How do you presently dispose of this bedding?

How do you dispose of "infectious" bedding versus what you call

"non-infectious" bedding?

I will not use the names of any institution which replies (either to me

directly, or to the list) but will compile some "typical" replies.  THIS

WILL NOT BE A FORMAL REPORT.  Actually, what I will be doing will be

educating some of this committee on animal bedding.  Some feel a

"pathological incinerator" should only burn tissue waste and not wood-based

waste (infectious or not).

What do you think?

Thank you for your consideration.  Again, I will not connect any names of

institutions with the replies and numbers I am trying to generate.

Sincerely,

Larry

(I guess I'm a SM-AAM now and will be a CBSP when they cash my check...)

Larry J. Thompson, DVM, PhD

Director of Biosafety

College of Veterinary Medicine

Cornell University                               Phone 607-253-3900

Upper Tower Road                                fax  607-253-3943

Ithaca, NY  14853                                LJT2@Cornell.edu

"We have to remember that what we observe is not

 nature herself but nature exposed to our method

 of questioning."       --Werner Heisenberg
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bliss.herzing@PHWILM.ZENECA.COM on 03/27/98 10:44:04 AM

Please respond to BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

cc:    (bcc: Judy M. Pointer/MDACC)

Subject:  Autoclave/disinfectant procedures

Right now we require that all out Biohazardous waste (up to an including

BSL-2 hazards) be autoclaved before it leaves the site.  Under the

requirement for the BBP the waste that leaves the site "eventually"

needs to be incinerated or rendered non-hazardous/infectious.  My

question is a survey question: Do your require you researchers to

autoclave their waste before it leaves the site?  NO! unless BSL3 stuff.

If you do - what is your reasoning for not autoclaving the waste before it

leaves the site?

b/c it is incinerated on-sight.

I have responses coming back regarding perception issues with the public

and issues dealing with - who will touch the hazardous waste if it is

not autoclaved?  Only the lab people packing it and the facility sevices

that incinerate

it after packing and EH&S HAZMAT who clean spills, if necessary.  Houston

public

never see our waste in any identifiable form - only ashes.

Judy Pointer, CBSP

UT MD Anderson Cancer Center

Thank you in advance for helping me.

Bliss Herzing

bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com
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In answer to Dan Liberman's question:  The regulators got involved and

most, if not all, medical waste regulation is based on public perception

rather than good science.  In a number of states, the only, and I

emphasize ONLY, method of medical waste treatment is incineration, even

though other methods are available.  Regulations must be followed, even

if they are ridiculous.  Some of us were vocal in our opposition to

unscientifically based medical waste regs, but were outvoiced by two

groups, the general public who really thought that med waste was

hazardous, and the waste haulers, who really thought they could make a

lot of money.

For those of you who are agonizing over the appropriate use of

autoclaves and/or disinfectant processes:

It has always been, and still is, appropriate to inactivate, in some way

(chemical disinfectant, or autoclaving), cultures and other materials

contaminated with infectious agents being sent out of the microbiology

laboratories.  With chemicals we have to be careful to ensure the use of

an appropriate disinfectant, the appropriate contact with contaminated

surfaces and sufficient time for the disinfectant to work.  With

autoclaves it has been pretty well established over the last 75 to 100

years that 121 C / 15 lbs pressure for 15 minutes will sterilize.  The

problem is getting the steam and temperature to the center of a load.

Thus it is more important to ensure moisture to bags of waste and allow

room in the chamber for circulation of steam than to overload the

autoclave with sealed bags.  Bill Rutala did a great study over 10 years

ago about the efficacy of adding water to bags of waste before

autoclaving.

In addition, the things regarding autoclaves that I find most often in

my safety audits of laboratories is that the autoclave is rarely tested

with spore strips, and no records are kept regarding the time and

temperature of each run.  They put the temperature recording charts on

autoclaves for a reason!!!  You can never prove that your autclave

process worked unless you keep the appropriate records.
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I would like to add to John Keene's comments regarding recordkeeping and

autoclave testing. Testing of such units were initially performed because

of Quality Control reasons not because of a regulation. As John mentioned,

it is now mandated to periodically test these autoclaves to ensure

DECONTAMINATION was sucessful. Please note that this requirement pertains

to those unit used to DECONTAMINATE infectious materials. Although it is

still a good practice to QC loads used for sterilization, it is not

mandated (at least not yet). If I am incorrect, please advise, I would like

to hear from those people in States that require both autoclave testing for

clean and dirty loads.

AJin, BSO

Lawrence Livermore National Lab

Jin2@llnl.gov
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I've received a survey to "assess the impact on academic institutions of a

possible mandated declaration under the Biological and Toxin Weapons

Convention (BWC)".  The form is quite extensive, asking lots of questions

on types of agents in use at the institution, the type of equipment

available, etc.  Also, there are lots of questions that only our

grants/contracts office can answer, i.e., types and percent of funding,

confidentiality issues, etc...Joe Kanabrocki at U of Wisc said he also

received one.  Does anyone know what this proposed mandated declaration is

all about?  What government agency would oversee the process, and what

would they do about it?  It seemed to drop out of the blue, possibly from

the Conference in Europe in January?

Debra L. Hunt, DrPH, RBP

Director, Biological Safety

Duke University/Duke University Medical Center

hunt0009@mc.duke.edu
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Pennsylvania requires that medical "infectious" waste be rendered

non-infectious prior to disposal.  Facilities that are "treating"

infectious waste by autoclaving must be permitted as treatment facilities,

and the autoclaves used to treat infectious waste rendering it

non-infectious must be validated and have routine biological indicators

(vials of thermophilic spores) run.

To avoid paperwork, permits, costly validation and continuous BI's, some

facilities in PA choose to send all their infectious waste for

incineration.  Some autoclave everything first "for safety", but others

only autoclave the more hazardous stocks and cultures of etiologic agents,

BL-3, etc.  Sharps containers and rigid leakproof tubs and containers are

used to prevent exposures during collection and subsequent handling of the

rest, prior to incineration.

PA requires a rigid cardboard box with double red bags inside for shipping

to the incinerator.   Collection right in the box lined with the two red

bags, and covered with a reusable square lid minimizes the need for excess

handling of the waste (a major source of staff exposures in the past).

Strict segregation of sharps and glass that could become sharp avoids

anything protruding from the boxes.  Strict control of liquids minimizes

leakage from boxes.  Each lab that generates waste packages it, and puts

their name/location on the box, should a problem be noted.  Boxes can be

sent directly for off-site incineration with a minimum of handling,

repacking and opportunities for personnel exposure.

States tend not to trust that a facility's autoclaving procedure is

consistent and adequate unless it is proven and audited, hence the trend

toward "double-kill"  or overkill of autoclaving followed by incineration.

Laura Newton

Newton Health & Safety Associates

(908) 284-0258 phone/FAX

newtonl@ptd.net
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Hi! Debra: We received it too and started to answer all those questions.

Yes, several of them can only be answered by Grants and Contracts Office.

It is designed to determnine the capability of academic institutions to

comply with such reporting requirement. Only academic institutions

offereing at least a Batchelor's Degree and with a Department of Biology

or doing research in Biologival sciences were considered for this survey.

Of over 2700 institutions, approximately 1485 were sent this survey. We

consulted with the General Counsel's office and their main concern was the

confidentiality of the information provided with the answers. I was

assured that they will be no link between answers and specificic

institutions' names. There are many questions that or your anwer yes, or

you are in violation of Federal and State laws. Make sure you give them

your feelings about what it will imply to your institution to comply

with such a reporting requirement periodically. We will send it! Thank

you, Jairo Betancourt

Office of Environmental Health and Safety

On Mon, 30 Mar 1998, Debra Hunt wrote:

> I've received a survey to "assess the impact on academic institutions of a

> possible mandated declaration under the Biological and Toxin Weapons

> Convention (BWC)".  The form is quite extensive, asking lots of questions

> on types of agents in use at the institution, the type of equipment

> available, etc.  Also, there are lots of questions that only our

> grants/contracts office can answer, i.e., types and percent of funding,

> confidentiality issues, etc...Joe Kanabrocki at U of Wisc said he also

> received one.  Does anyone know what this proposed mandated declaration is

> all about?  What government agency would oversee the process, and what

> would they do about it?  It seemed to drop out of the blue, possibly from

> the Conference in Europe in January?

>

>

> Debra L. Hunt, DrPH, RBP

> Director, Biological Safety

> Duke University/Duke University Medical Center

> hunt0009@mc.duke.edu

>
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Since the NCI-FCRDC occupies many of the former U.S. Army Biological

Warfare Laboratory buildings at Ft. Detrick, several of which were operated

at high containment levels, we participate each year in this declaration.

Basically, we have to certify that we are not using any of the former high

containment laboratories in support of a biological weapons program.  Our

report is submitted to the Arms Control Agency which I believe falls under

the Department of State or perhaps Defense.  Hope this sheds some light on

this rather "dark" topic.

At 02:48 PM 3/30/98 -0500, you wrote:

>I've received a survey to "assess the impact on academic institutions of a

>possible mandated declaration under the Biological and Toxin Weapons

>Convention (BWC)".  The form is quite extensive, asking lots of questions

>on types of agents in use at the institution, the type of equipment

>available, etc.  Also, there are lots of questions that only our

>grants/contracts office can answer, i.e., types and percent of funding,

>confidentiality issues, etc...Joe Kanabrocki at U of Wisc said he also

>received one.  Does anyone know what this proposed mandated declaration is

>all about?  What government agency would oversee the process, and what

>would they do about it?  It seemed to drop out of the blue, possibly from

>the Conference in Europe in January?

>

>

>Debra L. Hunt, DrPH, RBP

>Director, Biological Safety

>Duke University/Duke University Medical Center

>hunt0009@mc.duke.edu

>

>

Randall Morin, Dr.P.H.

Manager, Safety & Environmental Protection Program

SAIC Frederick

NCI-FCRDC, Fort Detrick, Frederick, MD 21702-1201

(301) 846-1740, morin@mail.ncifcrf.gov

Fax:  (301) 846-6619
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From whom did you receive this request??

George Robertson

----------

> From: Debra Hunt <hunt0009@MC.DUKE.EDU>

> To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject: Survey re BWC Declaration

> Date: Monday, March 30, 1998 2:48 PM

>

> I've received a survey to "assess the impact on academic institutions of

a

> possible mandated declaration under the Biological and Toxin Weapons

> Convention (BWC)".  The form is quite extensive, asking lots of questions

> on types of agents in use at the institution, the type of equipment

> available, etc.  Also, there are lots of questions that only our

> grants/contracts office can answer, i.e., types and percent of funding,

> confidentiality issues, etc...Joe Kanabrocki at U of Wisc said he also

> received one.  Does anyone know what this proposed mandated declaration

is

> all about?  What government agency would oversee the process, and what

> would they do about it?  It seemed to drop out of the blue, possibly from

> the Conference in Europe in January?

>

>

> Debra L. Hunt, DrPH, RBP

> Director, Biological Safety

> Duke University/Duke University Medical Center

> hunt0009@mc.duke.edu

------=_NextPart_000_01BD5BF1.4B775680

Content-Type: text/html; charset=ISO-8859-1

Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

<html><head></head><BODY bgcolor=3D"#FFFFFF"><p><font size=3D2 =

color=3D"#000000" face=3D"Arial">From whom did you receive this =

request??<br><br>George Robertson<br><br>----------<br>&gt; From: Debra =

Hunt &lt;<font color=3D"#0000FF"><u>hunt0009@MC.DUKE.EDU</u><font =

color=3D"#000000">&gt;<br>&gt; To: <font =

color=3D"#0000FF"><u>BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU</u><font =

color=3D"#000000"><br>&gt; Subject: Survey re BWC Declaration<br>&gt; =

Date: Monday, March 30, 1998 2:48 PM<br>&gt; <br>&gt; I've received a =

survey to &quot;assess the impact on academic institutions of a<br>&gt; =

possible mandated declaration under the Biological and Toxin =

Weapons<br>&gt; Convention (BWC)&quot;. &nbsp;The form is quite =

extensive, asking lots of questions<br>&gt; on types of agents in use at =

the institution, the type of equipment<br>&gt; available, etc. =

&nbsp;Also, there are lots of questions that only our<br>&gt; =

grants/contracts office can answer, i.e., types and percent of =

funding,<br>&gt; confidentiality issues, etc...Joe Kanabrocki at U of =

Wisc said he also<br>&gt; received one. &nbsp;Does anyone know what this =

proposed mandated declaration is<br>&gt; all about? &nbsp;What =

government agency would oversee the process, and what<br>&gt; would they =

do about it? &nbsp;It seemed to drop out of the blue, possibly =

from<br>&gt; the Conference in Europe in January?<br>&gt; <br>&gt; =

<br>&gt; Debra L. Hunt, DrPH, RBP<br>&gt; Director, Biological =

Safety<br>&gt; Duke University/Duke University Medical Center<br>&gt; =

<font color=3D"#0000FF"><u>hunt0009@mc.duke.edu</u><font =

color=3D"#000000"></p>

</font></font></font></font></font></font></font></body></html>

------=_NextPart_000_01BD5BF1.4B775680--
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Re: Alfred Jin's comments on the autoclave testing.  Spore testing has

always been a method of testing the efficacy of autoclaves, but we must

always remember that spore testing only tests efficacy of the autoclave

with the specific load and conditions being tested.  In order to ensure

efficacy we have to compare Time/Temp relationships to spore tests in

various loads and then continue to ensure that we get the appropriate

time/temp for loads that do not contain the spore strips.  That's the

part that most folks forget to do.  Don't wish for regulation on this!

Instead use some common sense and monitor every load in some way that is

traceable back to the spore testing. ie load configuration/composition -

time - temp.

Obviously you don't have to worry about this for "clean" stuff, unless

of course you need to have the material sterile for research purposes.

But then, why would we be sterilizing in an autoclave unless we wanted

it to be sterile??????
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I have a question to the group.  Want to know what everyone else is doing

who is administering viral vector, gene therapy products (particularly

Adenoviral based) to patients.

The problem.  Once again MDs want to tell patients, vectors are completely

safe and no precautions needed after release from the hosp. post

administration.  My question for you that are doing GT on out-patient basis

are:

what agent(s) are you using?

Do you

ask for patient respiratory protection for some time after administration?

ask for avoidance of public areas, young, old, immunosuppressed, etc.?

do you allow out-patient release post administration at all?

ask for any other type of protection for public?

review on a case-by-case basis?

In the beginning we started out strict - required only in-patient,

isolation, full containment, neg. pressure private rooms, etc.

Our last revisions were to release after administration with warning of "3

day public avoidance", i.e., respirators when in public areas.  And return

to in-patient isolation if evidence of viral shedding, from saliva, urine,

etc. is detected.

The last unpublished reference I can find for Adenoviral shedding from post

GT patient administration states viral shedding detected in 2 of 98

patients and it was detected out to 7 days.

Do you guys have any new info on this?  Are we the only ones doing this?

We are swamped with new GT patient trials - lung ca, head & neck ca,

bladder, cervical, uterine, prostate ca..  Help!

Thanks for any info you can give.  If you wish to keep it private, send

answers directly to me.

Judy Pointer, MS, CBSP

UT MD Anderson Cancer Center

jpointer@mdacc.tmc.edu
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Gillian Norton <gmnorton@JULIAN.UWO.CA>

Subject:      some biological safety cabinet questions
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An interesting situation came up concerning an old biological safety

cabinet which was to be thrown out. The fan motor had broken as well so how

can this cabinet be decontaminated prior to taking it to the dump as the

formaldehyde gas cannot be circulated through the filter neither can it be

ventilated afterwards to get rid of the gas? I would be interested in the

solutions that you can come up with.

Secondly (and for theoretical interest only)  how do you decontaminate a

biological safety cabinet  which has been used for prion work before it can

be recertified? References would be appreciated.
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Tom Sawicki <tsawicki@ARS.USDA.GOV>

Subject:      some biological safety cabinet questions -Reply
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Dear Gillian: Regarding the BSC that does not have a working blower

motor, you can use a Certek Brand formaldehyde generator that inserts

and then pulls the gas out thus recirculating the fumigant.  The unit is

about $6K.

Thomas Sawicki, Safety Officer

USDA Plum Island Animal Disease Center
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Melinda Young <biosafe@U.WASHINGTON.EDU>

Subject:      Re: some biological safety cabinet questions -Reply

In-Reply-To:  <s520f6ba.074@ars.usda.gov>
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We also have a small portable blower that we use in these cases. We just

set it in the work space of the BSC or under the work surface for some.

It circulates some of the air and we also leave the BSC sealed up for

at least 15+ hours.

Melinda Young                           University of Washington
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Steve Siegel <ssiegel@ENVSERVICES.COM>

Organization: ENV Services, Inc.

Subject:      Safety Clipart

I was looking for a good and reasonably-priced safety clipart CD that would

have biosafety and general safety images.

Any suggestions?

************************************************************************

Stephen Siegel,CIH

ENV Services Inc

Director of Marketing and Safety

PO Box 1116

Minneapolis, MN 55440

Phone: 1-888-223-8194 ext2

Fax: 1-800-668-7070

email:ssiegel@envservices.com

************************************************************************

ENV Services: BSC, Lab Hood, Cleanroom, & Chemical Exposure Testing.

                          Visit our Web Page at www.pond.com/~envservs

************************************************************************
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Paul Zel <Zel_Paul/mskcc_SAFETY@MSKMAIL.MSKCC.ORG>

Subject:      Re: Safety Clipart

In-Reply-To:  <E4E8203581564700@envservices.com>

Item Subject: Safety Clipart

     I've been using a clipart product from Safety Services of Texas, P.O.

     Box 160932, Austin, TX, 78716; Telephone 1-800-767-8003.  It has a mix

     of general safety, chemical safety, PPE, construction, etc. items

     (it's a bit weak on biosafety selections).  It offers safety sign

     clipart as well.  Available in diskette or CD-ROM format. You can

     purchase a diskette at $39 for each safety category, or all 11

     categories on diskettes or CD-ROM for $299.

     Paul Zel

     Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center

     New York, N.Y.

     zelp@mskcc.org

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Safety Clipart

Author:  ssiegel (ssiegel@ENVSERVICES.COM) at Internet-SHAR

Date:    3/31/98 3:23 PM

I was looking for a good and reasonably-priced safety clipart CD that would

have biosafety and general safety images.

Any suggestions?

************************************************************************

Stephen Siegel,CIH

ENV Services Inc

Director of Marketing and Safety

PO Box 1116

Minneapolis, MN 55440

Phone: 1-888-223-8194 ext2

Fax: 1-800-668-7070

email:ssiegel@envservices.com

************************************************************************

ENV Services: BSC, Lab Hood, Cleanroom, & Chemical Exposure Testing.

                          Visit our Web Page at www.pond.com/~envservs

************************************************************************
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Peter Le Blanc Smith <PMLBS@AAHL.DAH.CSIRO.AU>

Subject:      Re: some biological safety cabinet questions
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At 02:00 PM 3/31/98 -0500, you wrote:

>Secondly (and for theoretical interest only)  how do you decontaminate a

>biological safety cabinet  which has been used for prion work before it can

>be recertified? References would be appreciated.

I don't know of an easy way to decontaminate a class II biological safety

cabinet, short of dismantling it and chemical (sodium hypochlorite or sodium

hydroxide) soak or steam sterilization at 134 degrees celsius for 60

minutes. The cabinet may never work again let alone be certified for use!

We made novel use of a cytotoxic drug safety cabinet in the establishment of

a laboratory for our first prion (scrapie) exclusion testing. Cytotoxic drug

contamination is likewise difficult to reach to remove. In a cytotoxic drug

safety cabinet, the contamination is localized to immediately under the work

floor, where the exhaust HEPA filter sits. The work area can be easily

cleaned with chemical disinfectants. The plenum, motors and other areas

which need to be accessed by our staff certifying the cabinet are 'clean'.

A note on use of cytotoxic drug safety cabinets for prion work is now in the

Australian/New Zealand Standard. 1995. Safety in laboratories. Part 3:

Microbiology.

The cytotoxic drug safety cabinets are the subject of these two standards.

Australian Standard 2567. 1994. Laminar flow cytotoxic drug safety cabinets.

Australian Standard 2639. 1994. Laminar flow cytotoxic drug safety cabinets

- installation and use.

Standards Australia OnLine is found at http://www.standards.org.au

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Any opinions contained in this email message are personal and do not

necessarily reflect the view of AAHL or CSIRO.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Peter Le Blanc Smith

Biocontainment Microbiologist

Australian Animal Health Laboratory             Ph:  (03)  5227 5000

Private Mail Bag 24                             Int: +61 3 5227 5000

Geelong Vic 3220                                Fax: (03)  5227 5555

Australia                                       Int: +61 3 5227 5555

E-mail address.         Peter.Le.Blanc.Smith@dah.csiro.au

http://www.ah.csiro.au

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Herzing Bliss BM <bliss.herzing@PHWILM.ZENECA.COM>

Subject:      Clip Art

I apologize I deleted the message by mistake.  This message is for

whoever wanted info on Safety Clip Art.

Check out the website: www.3Dsafety.com

They list two different types of safety clip art one for the individual

($24) and one for a company ($124).  They seem to be excellent in

quality.

Here is a number you can send for info if you do not have access to the

Internet:  513-742-2020 the package is called 3-D Safety CD-ROM>

I hope this helps.

Bliss
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Joseph H. Coggin Jr." <jcoggin@JAGUAR1.USOUTHAL.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Safety Clipart

In-Reply-To:  <E4E8203581564700@envservices.com>
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Steven:  What the heck is a "clipart CD".  I'm out of touch!  Joe Coggin

On Tue, 31 Mar 1998, Steve Siegel wrote:

> I was looking for a good and reasonably-priced safety clipart CD that would

> have biosafety and general safety images.

>

> Any suggestions?

>

>

>

> ************************************************************************

> Stephen Siegel,CIH

> ENV Services Inc

> Director of Marketing and Safety

> PO Box 1116

> Minneapolis, MN 55440

> Phone: 1-888-223-8194 ext2

> Fax: 1-800-668-7070

> email:ssiegel@envservices.com

> ************************************************************************

> ENV Services: BSC, Lab Hood, Cleanroom, & Chemical Exposure Testing.

>                           Visit our Web Page at www.pond.com/~envservs

> ************************************************************************

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 1 Apr 1998 09:03:27 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Roland Leitner <rleitner@ACS.UCALGARY.CA>

Organization: University of Calgary

Subject:      Re: some biological safety cabinet questions
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Hi Gillian,

Gillian Norton wrote:

> An interesting situation came up concerning an old biological safety

> cabinet which was to be thrown out. The fan motor had broken as well so how

> can this cabinet be decontaminated prior to taking it to the dump as the

> formaldehyde gas cannot be circulated through the filter neither can it be

> ventilated afterwards to get rid of the gas? I would be interested in the

> solutions that you can come up with.

The Certek Formaldehyde Generator circulates the gas via a small pump. I

have on such occasions, when the BSC internal blower motor has quit,

also raised the concentration of the gas.

For the removal of the gas from the BSC (without the integral fan

working) I found a regular tabletop fan very handy. Cut an appropriately

sized hole in the front plastic, move the fan up to it, tape it to the

plastic, and let it push the gas out the exhaust fan. (Of course, that's

after the plastic barrier on the exhaust fan is opened up.)

> Secondly (and for theoretical interest only)  how do you decontaminate a

> biological safety cabinet  which has been used for prion work before it can

> be recertified? References would be appreciated.

Prion work - I wish I could put my hands on the notes from last year's

ABSA conference to look up the information from the presentation of Drs.

Prusiner and Gambetti. There were questions about decontamination and I

recorded the suggestions. If I find them (rather WHEN) I'll let you

know.

Roland

--

Roland Leitner

Laboratory Safety Officer

University Safety Services

220-4612 fax:284-1332
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: some biological safety cabinet questions

In-Reply-To:  <3522654F.9A55B6D5@acs.ucalgary.ca>
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Give me a day or too.  Dr. Gambetti is here at my school.  I will pass the

text of this e-mail to him and see what he says.

Bob

>Hi Gillian,

>

>Gillian Norton wrote:

>

>

>> An interesting situation came up concerning an old biological safety

>> cabinet which was to be thrown out. The fan motor had broken as well so how

>> can this cabinet be decontaminated prior to taking it to the dump as the

>> formaldehyde gas cannot be circulated through the filter neither can it be

>> ventilated afterwards to get rid of the gas? I would be interested in the

>> solutions that you can come up with.

>

>The Certek Formaldehyde Generator circulates the gas via a small pump. I

>have on such occasions, when the BSC internal blower motor has quit,

>also raised the concentration of the gas.

>

>For the removal of the gas from the BSC (without the integral fan

>working) I found a regular tabletop fan very handy. Cut an appropriately

>sized hole in the front plastic, move the fan up to it, tape it to the

>plastic, and let it push the gas out the exhaust fan. (Of course, that's

>after the plastic barrier on the exhaust fan is opened up.)

>

>> Secondly (and for theoretical interest only)  how do you decontaminate a

>> biological safety cabinet  which has been used for prion work before it can

>> be recertified? References would be appreciated.

>

>Prion work - I wish I could put my hands on the notes from last year's

>ABSA conference to look up the information from the presentation of Drs.

>Prusiner and Gambetti. There were questions about decontamination and I

>recorded the suggestions. If I find them (rather WHEN) I'll let you

>know.

>

>Roland

>

>--

>Roland Leitner

>Laboratory Safety Officer

>University Safety Services

>220-4612 fax:284-1332

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Andrew Cockburn <acockbur@WVU.EDU>

Subject:      IBC approval for human sera and tissue
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WVU requires that all faculty working with human sera and tissue submit

protocols for approval by the IBC. Since we have a medical school, this

is lot of protocols- about half of our total. We have a blood-borne

pathogen policy, so the IBC is usually only checking to see whether the

faculty can get the important points down on paper. I am considering

whether we should try to reduce this paperwork load.

I was wondering how other universities handle this. Do you require

submission of protocols or handle this some other way?

--

Andrew F. Cockburn, PhD

Director of Biological Safety

West Virginia University

Box 9004

Morgantown, WV 26506-9004

Phone 304-293-7157

FAX   304-293-8611

email acockbur@wvu.edu
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Erik Talley <erik@CEHS.SIU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: IBC approval for human sera and tissue
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To expand on that, I would like to ask in general what other school's

requirements are to submit protocols for approval from an IBC. We are

looking into what we should actually require a protocol for and what

doesn't need a specific protocol.

Thanks,

Erik

_________________________________

Erik Talley, Assistant Director

Center for Environmental Health & Safety

Southern Illinois University

erik@cehs.siu.edu

-----Original Message-----

From: Andrew Cockburn [mailto:acockbur@WVU.EDU]

Sent: Thursday, April 02, 1998 9:34 AM

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject: IBC approval for human sera and tissue

WVU requires that all faculty working with human sera and tissue submit

protocols for approval by the IBC. Since we have a medical school, this

is lot of protocols- about half of our total. We have a blood-borne

pathogen policy, so the IBC is usually only checking to see whether the

faculty can get the important points down on paper. I am considering

whether we should try to reduce this paperwork load.

I was wondering how other universities handle this. Do you require

submission of protocols or handle this some other way?

--

Andrew F. Cockburn, PhD

Director of Biological Safety

West Virginia University

Box 9004

Morgantown, WV 26506-9004

Phone 304-293-7157

FAX   304-293-8611

email acockbur@wvu.edu
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: IBC approval for human sera and tissue

In-Reply-To:  <A1BDB36E58BDD111860200A0C9AB25C13F68@s002.cehs.siu.edu>
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Our IBC reviews recombinant DNA/RNA protocols and infectious organism

protocols.  Reviews of exposure control plans is performed by the Biosafety

Office.

At 10:00 AM 4/2/98 -0600, you wrote:

>To expand on that, I would like to ask in general what other school's

>requirements are to submit protocols for approval from an IBC. We are

>looking into what we should actually require a protocol for and what

>doesn't need a specific protocol.

>

>Thanks,

>

>Erik

>

>

>

>_________________________________

>Erik Talley, Assistant Director

>Center for Environmental Health & Safety

>Southern Illinois University

>erik@cehs.siu.edu

>

>

>-----Original Message-----

>From: Andrew Cockburn [mailto:acockbur@WVU.EDU]

>Sent: Thursday, April 02, 1998 9:34 AM

>To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>Subject: IBC approval for human sera and tissue

>

>

>WVU requires that all faculty working with human sera and tissue submit

>protocols for approval by the IBC. Since we have a medical school, this

>is lot of protocols- about half of our total. We have a blood-borne

>pathogen policy, so the IBC is usually only checking to see whether the

>faculty can get the important points down on paper. I am considering

>whether we should try to reduce this paperwork load.

>

>I was wondering how other universities handle this. Do you require

>submission of protocols or handle this some other way?

>

>--

>Andrew F. Cockburn, PhD

>Director of Biological Safety

>West Virginia University

>

>Box 9004

>Morgantown, WV 26506-9004

>

>Phone 304-293-7157

>FAX   304-293-8611

>email acockbur@wvu.edu

>

Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

Assoc. Biosafety Officer

Mass. Inst. of Tech.

617-258-5647

rfink@mit.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 2 Apr 1998 12:23:44 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Joseph H. Coggin Jr." <jcoggin@JAGUAR1.USOUTHAL.EDU>

Subject:      Re: IBC approval for human sera and tissue

In-Reply-To:  <3523AFE6.6CC22105@wvu.edu>
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Andy:

We do the same for all my biosafety clients and at my medical school

where I am the Biosafety Officer.  We extend the requirement for

registration to non-human primate blood as well as our own policy.  I do

not recommend that you drop this.  It allows you to show OSHA or

Safe-State that you know where the human BBP material is and who is

handling the PIM and where they do the work for a facility audit when you

do those periodically.  It also tells you by name if they list those at

risk for exposure, HBV vaccination offer, biosafety training and annual

retraining, etc.  I don't see how you can give it up and not lose

valuable information.  We also find problems in these labs more than any

other infectious agent handling labs when we inspect them.

Joe Coggin

On Thu, 2 Apr 1998, Andrew Cockburn wrote:

> WVU requires that all faculty working with human sera and tissue submit

> protocols for approval by the IBC. Since we have a medical school, this

> is lot of protocols- about half of our total. We have a blood-borne

> pathogen policy, so the IBC is usually only checking to see whether the

> faculty can get the important points down on paper. I am considering

> whether we should try to reduce this paperwork load.

>

> I was wondering how other universities handle this. Do you require

> submission of protocols or handle this some other way?

>

> --

> Andrew F. Cockburn, PhD

> Director of Biological Safety

> West Virginia University

>

> Box 9004

> Morgantown, WV 26506-9004

>

> Phone 304-293-7157

> FAX   304-293-8611

> email acockbur@wvu.edu

>
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Joseph H. Coggin Jr." <jcoggin@JAGUAR1.USOUTHAL.EDU>

Subject:      Re: IBC approval for human sera and tissue

In-Reply-To:  <A1BDB36E58BDD111860200A0C9AB25C13F68@s002.cehs.siu.edu>

MIME-Version: 1.0
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Erik:  Send me your address and I'll send you my medical school's

biosafety booklet with all these details.  We have the forms, definitions

of what must be registered and approved by the IBC and many other details.

Joe Coggin

On Thu, 2 Apr 1998, Erik Talley wrote:

> To expand on that, I would like to ask in general what other school's

> requirements are to submit protocols for approval from an IBC. We are

> looking into what we should actually require a protocol for and what

> doesn't need a specific protocol.

>

> Thanks,

>

> Erik

>

>

>

> _________________________________

> Erik Talley, Assistant Director

> Center for Environmental Health & Safety

> Southern Illinois University

> erik@cehs.siu.edu

>

>

> -----Original Message-----

> From: Andrew Cockburn [mailto:acockbur@WVU.EDU]

> Sent: Thursday, April 02, 1998 9:34 AM

> To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject: IBC approval for human sera and tissue

>

>

> WVU requires that all faculty working with human sera and tissue submit

> protocols for approval by the IBC. Since we have a medical school, this

> is lot of protocols- about half of our total. We have a blood-borne

> pathogen policy, so the IBC is usually only checking to see whether the

> faculty can get the important points down on paper. I am considering

> whether we should try to reduce this paperwork load.

>

> I was wondering how other universities handle this. Do you require

> submission of protocols or handle this some other way?

>

> --

> Andrew F. Cockburn, PhD

> Director of Biological Safety

> West Virginia University

>

> Box 9004

> Morgantown, WV 26506-9004

>

> Phone 304-293-7157

> FAX   304-293-8611

> email acockbur@wvu.edu

>
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Alfred L. 'Al' Jin" <e442242@POPEYE.LLNL.GOV>

Subject:      Re: IBC approval for human sera and tissue

In-Reply-To:  <3.0.2.32.19980402114330.012a09f0@hesiod>
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Erik,

To add to Richard Fink's comments, many institutions will have IBC

registration document for use of blood or blood products. This is to keep

the IBC informed of what type of research is occurring within their

facilities. The IBC does not evaluate the protocol but may remind the

researcher of specific protocol to follow if human subjects are involved.

The IBC may also inform the Human Subject Committee as well as the EH&S

office of such research activities as an FYI. This allows the 2 committees

and EH&S to work together.

A. Jin, BSO

Lawrence Livermore National Laboratories

Jin2@llnl.gov

>Our IBC reviews recombinant DNA/RNA protocols and infectious organism

>protocols.  Reviews of exposure control plans is performed by the Biosafety

>Office.

>

>

>

>At 10:00 AM 4/2/98 -0600, you wrote:

>>To expand on that, I would like to ask in general what other school's

>>requirements are to submit protocols for approval from an IBC. We are

>>looking into what we should actually require a protocol for and what

>>doesn't need a specific protocol.

>>

>>Thanks,

>>

>>Erik

>>

>>

>>

>>_________________________________

>>Erik Talley, Assistant Director

>>Center for Environmental Health & Safety

>>Southern Illinois University

>>erik@cehs.siu.edu

>>

>>

>>-----Original Message-----

>>From: Andrew Cockburn [mailto:acockbur@WVU.EDU]

>>Sent: Thursday, April 02, 1998 9:34 AM

>>To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>>Subject: IBC approval for human sera and tissue

>>

>>

>>WVU requires that all faculty working with human sera and tissue submit

>>protocols for approval by the IBC. Since we have a medical school, this

>>is lot of protocols- about half of our total. We have a blood-borne

>>pathogen policy, so the IBC is usually only checking to see whether the

>>faculty can get the important points down on paper. I am considering

>>whether we should try to reduce this paperwork load.

>>

>>I was wondering how other universities handle this. Do you require

>>submission of protocols or handle this some other way?

>>

>>--

>>Andrew F. Cockburn, PhD

>>Director of Biological Safety

>>West Virginia University

>>

>>Box 9004

>>Morgantown, WV 26506-9004

>>

>>Phone 304-293-7157

>>FAX   304-293-8611

>>email acockbur@wvu.edu

>>

>Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

>Assoc. Biosafety Officer

>Mass. Inst. of Tech.

>617-258-5647

>rfink@mit.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 2 Apr 1998 22:56:47 PST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: IBC approval for human sera and tissue

     Andrew and Erik -

     At UCSF, we require a Biological Use Authorization (our Biosafety

     committee approval mechanism) for investigators whose research

     involves:

        -  recombinant DNA materials or technology

        -  infectious agents

        -  toxins

        -  human, sheep or Old World primate source materials (including

           blood, body fluids, unfixed tissue and other OPIM, cell culture)

        -  human gene transfer

        -  generation of medical (including sharps) waste

     As BSO, I have approval authority for all BSL1 studies plus those that

     are BSL2 solely by virtue of involving human, sheep or primate cell

     cultures.  All others go to committee, which meets monthly for two

     hours.  The process is described in our Biosafety Manual, which can be

     accessed on our new web site at http://www.ehs.ucsf.edu.

     -- Glenn

     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D., CBSP

     Biosafety Officer

     UC San Francisco

     415-476-2097

     glennf@ehsmail.ucsf.edu

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: IBC approval for human sera and tissue

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    4/2/98 7:49 AM

WVU requires that all faculty working with human sera and tissue submit

protocols for approval by the IBC. Since we have a medical school, this

is lot of protocols- about half of our total. We have a blood-borne

pathogen policy, so the IBC is usually only checking to see whether the

faculty can get the important points down on paper. I am considering

whether we should try to reduce this paperwork load.

I was wondering how other universities handle this. Do you require

submission of protocols or handle this some other way?

--

Andrew F. Cockburn, PhD

Director of Biological Safety

West Virginia University

Box 9004

Morgantown, WV 26506-9004

Phone 304-293-7157

FAX   304-293-8611

email acockbur@wvu.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 2 Apr 1998 16:35:28 +0000

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         john Keene <jkeene@EROLS.COM>

Subject:      Re: IBC approval for human sera and tissue

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Once again, we are making things a lot more problem than they should

be.  Consider the following:

1) Most work with human blood and tissues is, or should be, done at

biosafety level 2.  Biosafety level 2, if we review the guidelines is

pretty much good microbiological technique and if your researchers can't

work in a lab using good microbiological technique, they shouldn't be

allowed to work in a lab at all.

2)  IBC's and Biosafety Committees may not be mandated to do the same

thing.  IF the IBC is the committee required because you are accepting

funding from NIH to do RDNA research, it is not, by definition, involved

with "run of the mill" safety, but assuring that the NIH Guidelines are

being followed.  If you have expanded their role to review the safety

protocols for all of the laboratories that is a different concern

altogether.

3)  OSHA BBP standard requires that you identify those that might be

exposed and that you have a plan to minimize that exposure.  They also

require mechanisms for reporting exposures and for follow-up of exposed

workers and that you offer vaccination.  They do not specifically state

that you have to review every research project to see if the researcher

is doing it appropriately.  We need to be able to identify personnel

that might be exposed and to ensure that they get the appropriate

training regarding the requirements of the standard, and that the PI or

supervisor provides specific information regarding the precautions to be

taken while doing the research to minimize exposure.

Bottom line: Devise a method to capture those who might be working with

these materials, so you can provide the appropriate OSHA training and

coverage. Require PI's to develop and communicate the appropriate safety

protocols to personnel for the research being done. Let safety personnel

screen out the BSL-2 protocols, and save your committees time and money

by having them review only those protocols that are out of the ordinary

or require higher containment.  Periodically audit some of the BL-2 labs

for compliance.

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 3 Apr 1998 12:07:47 +1000

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Sonya Watson <s.watson@QUT.EDU.AU>

Subject:      Histology Standard

MIME-version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

I am trying to track down a copy of an American National Standard for

Histology Laboratories or Haematology Labs.  A rep for one of the safety

companies we deal with, mentioned that OSHA produce a National Standard for

Histo labs.  I have searched through the OSHA Web site, but to no avail.

Does such a document exist?   If so, can you tell me how to obtain a copy?

Your help is greatly appreciated.

Sonya Watson

Risk Assessment Co-ordinator

School of Physical Sciences

Queensland University of Technology

AUSTRALIA

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 3 Apr 1998 08:45:34 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Histology Standard

In-Reply-To:  <3.0.16.19980403120728.2ad7f41e@pop.qut.edu.au>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

You might want to try the ANSI website - www.ansi.org to see if they have a

ANSI standard for histology or haematology labs.

At 12:07 PM 4/3/98 +1000, you wrote:

>I am trying to track down a copy of an American National Standard for

>Histology Laboratories or Haematology Labs.  A rep for one of the safety

>companies we deal with, mentioned that OSHA produce a National Standard for

>Histo labs.  I have searched through the OSHA Web site, but to no avail.

>Does such a document exist?   If so, can you tell me how to obtain a copy?

>

>Your help is greatly appreciated.

>

>

>

>Sonya Watson

>Risk Assessment Co-ordinator

>School of Physical Sciences

>Queensland University of Technology

>AUSTRALIA

>

Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

Assoc. Biosafety Officer

Mass. Inst. of Tech.

617-258-5647

rfink@mit.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 3 Apr 1998 09:07:54 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Histology Standard

In-Reply-To:  <3.0.16.19980403120728.2ad7f41e@pop.qut.edu.au>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

I would try one of the following organisations.  I am sorry I do not know

where they are located.

American Society of Clinical Pathologists

American Medical Technologists Society.

If this document exists, they would know about it.

Bob

>I am trying to track down a copy of an American National Standard for

>Histology Laboratories or Haematology Labs.  A rep for one of the safety

>companies we deal with, mentioned that OSHA produce a National Standard for

>Histo labs.  I have searched through the OSHA Web site, but to no avail.

>Does such a document exist?   If so, can you tell me how to obtain a copy?

>

>Your help is greatly appreciated.

>

>

>

>Sonya Watson

>Risk Assessment Co-ordinator

>School of Physical Sciences

>Queensland University of Technology

>AUSTRALIA

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 3 Apr 1998 16:03:50 EST

Reply-To:     Karen=B.=Byers%SS%DFCI@EYE.DFCI.HARVARD.EDU

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Karen B. Byers" <Karen=B.=Byers%SS%DFCI@EYE.DFCI.HARVARD.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Histology Standard

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

An additional resouce would be the NCCLS standard for Hematology labs

(National Committee for Clinical Laboratory Standards);, there may also be

guidance for histology labs.  Their e-mail address is:

exoffice@nccls.org

There is also a website at www.nccls.org

I have found NCCLS reference materials extremely helpful in dealing with

clinical laboratory biohazard questions.

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 6 Apr 1998 13:20:28 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         paul rubock <rubockpa@UMDNJ.EDU>

Subject:      BSC use

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=ISO-8859-1

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

I recently told an investigator of the need to perform human tissue

 homogenization inside a BSC.

He told me that he did not want to use the one that was available because it was

 used only for

clean (tissue culture) work.  I have heard this type of distinction made before

 for BSC use and was

wondering if there was a factual basis for this longstanding taboo.  My

 rationale is that if the

person doing the homogenization does all the right things: pre-homogenization

 work-surface decon.,

covers the work surface at the beginning with a disinfectant-dampened towel, and

post-homogenization work surface decon./turn on the UV when when done...then the

 person following

in that BSC with tissue culture activities should not be at increased risk of

 culture

contamination.  What do you all think??

Thank you,

Paul Rubock

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 6 Apr 1998 13:30:46 EDT

Reply-To:     Karen=B.=Byers%SS%DFCI@EYE.DFCI.HARVARD.EDU

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Karen B. Byers" <Karen=B.=Byers%SS%DFCI@EYE.DFCI.HARVARD.EDU>

Subject:      Re: BSC use

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Hi Paul. I agree with you. I have had to deal with that same perverse logic

from investigators. I just keep repeating that the inside surfaces of the

biosafety cabinet are ideal for decontamination (smooth, seamless, stainless

steel), so they can easily return it to "clean". I also point out that

homogenization out on the lab bench is the opposite (point to lab notebooks,

15 different buffer bottles, pens, markers, not to mention themselves and

their labmates -- very difficult to decon properly). Eventually,your

investigator will see that homogenization in a confined, readily

decontaminated space (inside cabinet) is preferable. Good luck!

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 6 Apr 1998 13:45:20 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Andrew Cockburn <acockbur@WVU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: BSC use

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Paul,

I would be totally unsympathetic to the investigator. Our IBC requires

anyone homogenizing human tissue to work in a BSC. We have some

well-funded investigators who have separate cabinets for tissue culture

work, but most manage to get by with one.

I recently had an investigator tell me that he did not want to use his

BSC to work with mice infected with a Class-2 pathogen, because the HEPA

filter might get clogged with hair. I told him that paying to have the

filter replaced was part of the cost of his mouse project, and that if

he did not want to pay to have his BSC fixed afterward he should not do

the mouse project. He decided to do the work in the BSC.

paul rubock wrote:

>

> I recently told an investigator of the need to perform human tissue

>  homogenization inside a BSC.

> He told me that he did not want to use the one that was available because it

 was

>  used only for

> clean (tissue culture) work.  I have heard this type of distinction made

 before

>  for BSC use and was

> wondering if there was a factual basis for this longstanding taboo.  My

>  rationale is that if the

> person doing the homogenization does all the right things: pre-homogenization

>  work-surface decon.,

> covers the work surface at the beginning with a disinfectant-dampened towel,

 and

> post-homogenization work surface decon./turn on the UV when when done...then

 the

>  person following

> in that BSC with tissue culture activities should not be at increased risk of

>  culture

> contamination.  What do you all think??

>

> Thank you,

> Paul Rubock

--

Andrew F. Cockburn, PhD

Director of Biological Safety

West Virginia University

Box 9004

Morgantown, WV 26506-9004

Phone 304-293-7157

FAX   304-293-8611

email acockbur@wvu.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 6 Apr 1998 12:52:04 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "LouAnn C. Burnett" <lburnett@UIUC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: IBC approval for human sera and tissue

In-Reply-To:  <9803028915.AA891543488@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Due to an office move (argh!), I'm a little late in jumping into this

discussion. . ..

Similar to Glenn's situation, our IBC has given the Biological Safety

Section the authority to approve projects using human materials on the

committee's behalf, as long as there are no other biosafety issues.  We

list the PI and project on our meeting agenda and give a brief discussion

of the nature of the project.  If the committee members have any questions,

they can ask at that point.  The labs receiving this approval must follow

the provisions of our campuswide exposure control plan.

LouAnn

At 10:56 PM 4/2/98 -0800, Glenn Funk wrote:

>     As BSO, I have approval authority for all BSL1 studies plus those that

>     are BSL2 solely by virtue of involving human, sheep or primate cell

>     cultures.  All others go to committee, which meets monthly for two

>     hours.  The process is described in our Biosafety Manual, which can be

>     accessed on our new web site at http://www.ehs.ucsf.edu.

>

>     -- Glenn

>     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D., CBSP

>     Biosafety Officer

>     UC San Francisco

>     415-476-2097

>     glennf@ehsmail.ucsf.edu

-------------------------------------------------------------------

LouAnn C. Burnett

Assistant Director, Environmental Health & Safety

Biological Safety Section

Division of Environmental Health & Safety

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

217-244-7362 (office)     217-244-6594 (fax)

--------------------------------------------------------------------

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 6 Apr 1998 13:00:00 +0000

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         john Keene <jkeene@EROLS.COM>

Subject:      Re: BSC use

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

You are absolutely right!!!!. The biggest problem I've found with BSC

use is that the personnel that are using them do not know how they work,

or how to work in them.  I've also found that researchers are either not

well trained in appropriate technique, or end up short-cutting steps and

thus cause their own problems which are, of course blamed on the

mal-function of the BSC.

If the cabinet is appropriately cleaned and disinfected before and after

use, there is no way the TC's can get contaminated unless the operator

is not paying attention to the aseptic details.

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 6 Apr 1998 12:58:46 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Mike Wendeler <WENDELEM@LABS.WYETH.COM>

Subject:      BSC use -Reply

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Paul,

I totally agree with you on this.  We had the same problem here and

researchers actually bought separate BSC's for tissue culture and

homogenization, despite the fact that I informed them that if the BSC

were used properly, and decontaminated, there should be no

contamination of their tissue culture.  The problem is that many old-time

microbiologists are very superstitious about tissue culture and believe

that any deviation from the way they currently grow tissue will result in a

contamination catastrophe.  These are the same breed of

microbiologists that believe that UV light in the BSC is actually

beneficial.  They are also the type that probably would not attempt to do

any tissue culture work without carrying their lucky rabbit's foot.

Good Luck.

Mike Wendeler

Division Biosafety Officer

Wyeth-Ayerst Global Pharmaceuticals

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 6 Apr 1998 13:22:53 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Dan Shawler <dshawler@SKCC.ORG>

Subject:      Autoclaving liquids containing bleach

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: multipart/alternative; boundary="----

              =_NextPart_001_01BD6199.C7B0A4D8"

This message is in MIME format. Since your mail reader does not understand

this format, some or all of this message may not be legible.

------ =_NextPart_001_01BD6199.C7B0A4D8

Content-Type: text/plain

The Medical Waste Management Act of California has a requirement for

steam sterilization of certain liquid medical waste.  In our facility,

the majority of liquid medical is generated during tissue culture.  Most

of our workers like to add bleach to the vacuum flask during collection

to reduce the risk of contamination to their cultures.  I am concerned

about the corrosive effects of bleach on the galvanized steel interiors

of our autoclaves.

Does anyone have experience with autoclaving liquids containing bleach

or can anyone suggest alternate germicides that will keep the bacteria

and fungus out of the tissue culture supernatants and will be less

corrosive on the autoclave?

Dan Shawler

------ =_NextPart_001_01BD6199.C7B0A4D8

Content-Type: text/html

Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

<!DOCTYPE HTML PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD HTML 3.2//EN">

<HTML>

<HEAD>

<META HTTP-EQUIV=3D"Content-Type" CONTENT=3D"text/html; =

charset=3DUS-ASCII">

<META NAME=3D"Generator" CONTENT=3D"MS Exchange Server version =

5.5.1960.3">

<TITLE>Autoclaving liquids containing bleach</TITLE>

</HEAD>

<BODY>

<P><FONT SIZE=3D2 FACE=3D"Arial">The Medical Waste Management Act of =

California has a requirement for steam sterilization of certain liquid =

medical waste.&nbsp; In our facility, the majority of liquid medical is =

generated during tissue culture.&nbsp; Most of our workers like to add =

bleach to the vacuum flask during collection to reduce the risk of =

contamination to their cultures.&nbsp; I am concerned about the =

corrosive effects of bleach on the galvanized steel interiors of our =

autoclaves.&nbsp; </FONT></P>

<P><FONT SIZE=3D2 FACE=3D"Arial">Does anyone have experience with =

autoclaving liquids containing bleach or can anyone suggest alternate =

germicides that will keep the bacteria and fungus out of the tissue =

culture supernatants and will be less corrosive on the =

autoclave?</FONT></P>

<P><B><FONT COLOR=3D"#008080" FACE=3D"Staccato222 BT">Dan =

Shawler</FONT></B>

</P>

</BODY>

</HTML>

------ =_NextPart_001_01BD6199.C7B0A4D8--

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 6 Apr 1998 14:10:46 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Wolz, Sarah" <swolz@PATHOGENESIS.COM>

Subject:      Re: Autoclaving liquids containing bleach

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

We request that researchers either chemically disinfect and sewer, or =

steam

sterizilize--not both.  This is due to both to the corrosive effects of

things like bleach and phenol, as well as the hazards to the health of =

the

autoclave operator who opens the machine and gets a face full!  We've =

had

problems in the past with our rubber seals degrading more rapidly when =

folks

were using disinfectant in supernatants that were then autoclaved.  And =

then

you compromise the integrity of the autoclave.  For liquids destined =

for

steam sterilization, we recommend secondary containment for vessels

receiving the contaminated liquids, and use either plastic or =

plastic-coated

glass containers. =20

However--I, too, am interested in hearing from others how they handle =

such

situations.  Always want to make sure my information is correct and up =

to

date.

Sarah Wolz

EH&S

PathoGenesis Corp.

swolz@pathogenesis.com

> ----------

> From:         Dan Shawler[SMTP:dshawler@SKCC.ORG]

> Reply To:     A Biosafety Discussion List

> Sent:         Monday, April 06, 1998 1:22 PM

> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:      Autoclaving liquids containing bleach

>=20

> The Medical Waste Management Act of California has a requirement for =

steam

> sterilization of certain liquid medical waste.=A0 In our facility, =

the

> majority of liquid medical is generated during tissue culture.=A0 =

Most of

> our workers like to add bleach to the vacuum flask during collection =

to

> reduce the risk of contamination to their cultures.=A0 I am concerned =

about

> the corrosive effects of bleach on the galvanized steel interiors of =

our

> autoclaves.=A0=20

>=20

> Does anyone have experience with autoclaving liquids containing =

bleach or

> can anyone suggest alternate germicides that will keep the bacteria =

and

> fungus out of the tissue culture supernatants and will be less =

corrosive

> on the autoclave?

>=20

> Dan Shawler=20

>=20

>=20

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 7 Apr 1998 08:18:16 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Herzing Bliss BM <bliss.herzing@PHWILM.ZENECA.COM>

Subject:      Re: Autoclaving liquids containing bleach

There is an article in the ABSA journal called "Autoclave

Emissions-hazardous or not" 2(3)pp.44-51 1997 specifically regarding the

hazardous chemicals.  If you would like I could fax you a copy of the

article.

The bleach solution needs to be neutralized with sodium thiosulfate

before placing it in the autoclave.  This will prevent the corrosive

action of chlorine on autoclave parts.  If the bleach is not

neutralized, any remaining bleach may release a hazardous chlorine gas

when autoclaved.

Bliss

Zeneca Pharmaceuticals

>----------

>From:  Dan Shawler[SMTP:dshawler@SKCC.ORG]

>Sent:  Monday, April 06, 1998 4:22 PM

>To:    BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>Subject:       Autoclaving liquids containing bleach

>

>The Internet Mail Connector received a message that could not be processed.

>View the original content by opening the attached message.

>

><<File: message.txt>>

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 7 Apr 1998 09:14:09 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Joseph H. Coggin Jr." <jcoggin@JAGUAR1.USOUTHAL.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Autoclaving liquids containing bleach

In-Reply-To:  <1821CCE07535D111AC7100A0CC6608715BCF@sidney.skcc.org>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: MULTIPART/ALTERNATIVE; BOUNDARY="----

              =_NextPart_001_01BD6199.C7B0A4D8"

  This message is in MIME format.  The first part should be readable text,

  while the remaining parts are likely unreadable without MIME-aware tools.

------ =_NextPart_001_01BD6199.C7B0A4D8

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII

Dan:

Vesley and Laurer [Laboratory Safety, 2nd ED. Principles and Practices,

Editors Fleming, D. et al.,ASM Press, 1995, p222) suggest adding sodium

thiosulfate to the remaining bleach not inactivted by the high organic

burden in most discards that are treated with bleach including traps.

They recommend 1 ml of 5% sodium thiosulfate per ml of 5% hypochlorite

ion remaining active determined by taking a few measurements of typical

samples.  Most of the Chlorine will be neutralized in discard containers

like pipettes used for blood or tissue work by the high organic load.

Sometimes it is a problem for autoclaves when workers add far too much

bleach over that required to effect killing [usually 1:10 dilution of

5.2% household bleach in water]. Hope this helps.

Joe Coggin

On Mon, 6 Apr 1998, Dan Shawler wrote:

> The Medical Waste Management Act of California has a requirement for

> steam sterilization of certain liquid medical waste.  In our facility,

> the majority of liquid medical is generated during tissue culture.  Most

> of our workers like to add bleach to the vacuum flask during collection

> to reduce the risk of contamination to their cultures.  I am concerned

> about the corrosive effects of bleach on the galvanized steel interiors

> of our autoclaves.

>

> Does anyone have experience with autoclaving liquids containing bleach

> or can anyone suggest alternate germicides that will keep the bacteria

> and fungus out of the tissue culture supernatants and will be less

> corrosive on the autoclave?

>

> Dan Shawler

>

>

------ =_NextPart_001_01BD6199.C7B0A4D8

Content-Type: TEXT/HTML; CHARSET=US-ASCII

Content-Transfer-Encoding: QUOTED-PRINTABLE

Content-ID: <Pine.3.88.9804070922.A7481@jaguar1.usouthal.edu>

<!DOCTYPE HTML PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD HTML 3.2//EN">

<HTML>

<HEAD>

<META HTTP-EQUIV=3D"Content-Type" CONTENT=3D"text/html; =

charset=3DUS-ASCII">

<META NAME=3D"Generator" CONTENT=3D"MS Exchange Server version =

5.5.1960.3">

<TITLE>Autoclaving liquids containing bleach</TITLE>

</HEAD>

<BODY>

<P><FONT SIZE=3D2 FACE=3D"Arial">The Medical Waste Management Act of =

California has a requirement for steam sterilization of certain liquid =

medical waste.&nbsp; In our facility, the majority of liquid medical is =

generated during tissue culture.&nbsp; Most of our workers like to add =

bleach to the vacuum flask during collection to reduce the risk of =

contamination to their cultures.&nbsp; I am concerned about the =

corrosive effects of bleach on the galvanized steel interiors of our =

autoclaves.&nbsp; </FONT></P>

<P><FONT SIZE=3D2 FACE=3D"Arial">Does anyone have experience with =

autoclaving liquids containing bleach or can anyone suggest alternate =

germicides that will keep the bacteria and fungus out of the tissue =

culture supernatants and will be less corrosive on the =

autoclave?</FONT></P>

<P><B><FONT COLOR=3D"#008080" FACE=3D"Staccato222 BT">Dan =

Shawler</FONT></B>

</P>

</BODY>

</HTML>

------ =_NextPart_001_01BD6199.C7B0A4D8--
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Sarah:

Be careful about "sewering" bleach-treated pathogenic materials on two=20

accounts in many states.  One: Chlorine discharge laws can limit this=20

activity.  Two: In many states [e.g., Pennsy] you must only dump=20

chlorinated medical waste in the sewer using approved, validated,=20

frequently tested written procedures.  This can be a major pain.

Joe Coggin=20

On Mon, 6 Apr 1998, Wolz, Sarah wrote:

> We request that researchers either chemically disinfect and sewer, or ste=

am

> sterizilize--not both.  This is due to both to the corrosive effects of

> things like bleach and phenol, as well as the hazards to the health of th=

e

> autoclave operator who opens the machine and gets a face full!  We've had

> problems in the past with our rubber seals degrading more rapidly when fo=

lks

> were using disinfectant in supernatants that were then autoclaved.  And t=

hen

> you compromise the integrity of the autoclave.  For liquids destined for

> steam sterilization, we recommend secondary containment for vessels

> receiving the contaminated liquids, and use either plastic or plastic-coa=

ted

> glass containers. =20

>=20

> However--I, too, am interested in hearing from others how they handle suc=

h

> situations.  Always want to make sure my information is correct and up to

> date.

>=20

> Sarah Wolz

> EH&S

> PathoGenesis Corp.

> swolz@pathogenesis.com

>=20

> > ----------

> > From:         Dan Shawler[SMTP:dshawler@SKCC.ORG]

> > Reply To:     A Biosafety Discussion List

> > Sent:         Monday, April 06, 1998 1:22 PM

> > To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> > Subject:      Autoclaving liquids containing bleach

> >=20

> > The Medical Waste Management Act of California has a requirement for st=

eam

> > sterilization of certain liquid medical waste.=A0 In our facility, the

> > majority of liquid medical is generated during tissue culture.=A0 Most =

of

> > our workers like to add bleach to the vacuum flask during collection to

> > reduce the risk of contamination to their cultures.=A0 I am concerned a=

bout

> > the corrosive effects of bleach on the galvanized steel interiors of ou=

r

> > autoclaves.=A0=20

> >=20

> > Does anyone have experience with autoclaving liquids containing bleach =

or

> > can anyone suggest alternate germicides that will keep the bacteria and

> > fungus out of the tissue culture supernatants and will be less corrosiv=

e

> > on the autoclave?

> >=20

> > Dan Shawler=20

> >=20

> >=20

>=20
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Being a former researcher myself, I have to comment on discussion that

has taken place on this issue.  I agree with the comments that others on

the BIOSAFTY list have made regarding the lack of knowledge about how to

properly use a BSC and superstitions about cell culture that researchers

often have.  We need to think about why this is true and what we can do

as Biosafety professionals to help, however, instead of  bashing

researchers.  For every safety person that thinks researchers are idiots

there is an equally intelligent researcher who thinks that safety people

are idiots, and neither opinion is true.

Cell cultures often do seem to grow well or not depending on the phase

of the moon, what color shirt you wear, etc.  The common difficulty of

getting consistent predictable cell culture growth is good reason for

researchers to be paranoid about using the same BSC for work with both

cell culture and pathogens, even if it may be unfounded.  They are

justifiably concerned about losing research that took them lots of time

and $$.

As far as knowledge about proper use of BSCs goes, where are researchers

supposed to get this?  Many were trained before Psych existed.  In most

places, the only information on proper use comes from the manufacturer,

and is a very brief section in the operating manual.  There are some

excellent training films on the subject, but safety professional are

more likely to know about them than are researchers.  Maybe we should

all make a good effort at our respective institutions to share the

knowledge we have about BSCs with researchers.  Maybe offer a training

class on BSC use, inform researchers about the availability of good

videos on the subject, make an extra effort to explain to researchers

WHY you make the recommendations you do (and repeat until they

understand).  I am equally guilty in not providing adequate training on

proper BSC use to researchers.  I am planning a class in the near

future.

Before you criticize a researcher for not knowing as much as you do

about biosafety, stop and think about how much you know about their job.

We need to take some  responsibility as Biosafety Professionals and

educate people.  ("If we are not part of the solution, the we are part

of the problem").

This is my 2 cents worth, and does not necessarily reflect the opinions

of my employer.

Julie A. Johnson, Ph.D.

Biosafety Officer

Environmental Health and Safety

118 Agronomy Lab

Iowa State University

Ames, IA  50011

phone:  515-294-7657,    fax:  515-294-9357,     e-mail:

jajohns@iastate.edu     http://www.ehs.iastate.edu
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Julie:  Well said!!

Joe Coggin

On Tue, 7 Apr 1998, Johnson, Julie wrote:

> Being a former researcher myself, I have to comment on discussion that

> has taken place on this issue.  I agree with the comments that others on

> the BIOSAFTY list have made regarding the lack of knowledge about how to

> properly use a BSC and superstitions about cell culture that researchers

> often have.  We need to think about why this is true and what we can do

> as Biosafety professionals to help, however, instead of  bashing

> researchers.  For every safety person that thinks researchers are idiots

> there is an equally intelligent researcher who thinks that safety people

> are idiots, and neither opinion is true.

>

> Cell cultures often do seem to grow well or not depending on the phase

> of the moon, what color shirt you wear, etc.  The common difficulty of

> getting consistent predictable cell culture growth is good reason for

> researchers to be paranoid about using the same BSC for work with both

> cell culture and pathogens, even if it may be unfounded.  They are

> justifiably concerned about losing research that took them lots of time

> and $$.

>

> As far as knowledge about proper use of BSCs goes, where are researchers

> supposed to get this?  Many were trained before Psych existed.  In most

> places, the only information on proper use comes from the manufacturer,

> and is a very brief section in the operating manual.  There are some

> excellent training films on the subject, but safety professional are

> more likely to know about them than are researchers.  Maybe we should

> all make a good effort at our respective institutions to share the

> knowledge we have about BSCs with researchers.  Maybe offer a training

> class on BSC use, inform researchers about the availability of good

> videos on the subject, make an extra effort to explain to researchers

> WHY you make the recommendations you do (and repeat until they

> understand).  I am equally guilty in not providing adequate training on

> proper BSC use to researchers.  I am planning a class in the near

> future.

>

> Before you criticize a researcher for not knowing as much as you do

> about biosafety, stop and think about how much you know about their job.

> We need to take some  responsibility as Biosafety Professionals and

> educate people.  ("If we are not part of the solution, the we are part

> of the problem").

>

> This is my 2 cents worth, and does not necessarily reflect the opinions

> of my employer.

>

> Julie A. Johnson, Ph.D.

> Biosafety Officer

> Environmental Health and Safety

> 118 Agronomy Lab

> Iowa State University

> Ames, IA  50011

> phone:  515-294-7657,    fax:  515-294-9357,     e-mail:

> jajohns@iastate.edu     http://www.ehs.iastate.edu

>
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Betty Kupskay

04/07/98 12:02 PM

Would you please FAX me a copy of the paper that's mentioned below?

Thanks.

Betty Kupskay

Safety & Environmental Services

Federal Laboratories

Winnipeg, MB

Ph: 204-789-2065

FAX # 204-789-2069

bliss.herzing @ PHWILM.ZENECA.COM on 04/07/98 07:18:16 AM

Please respond to BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

To:   BIOSAFTY @ MITVMA.MIT.EDU

cc:    (bcc: Betty Kupskay)

Subject:  Re: Autoclaving liquids containing bleach

There is an article in the ABSA journal called "Autoclave

Emissions-hazardous or not" 2(3)pp.44-51 1997 specifically regarding the

hazardous chemicals.  If you would like I could fax you a copy of the

article.

The bleach solution needs to be neutralized with sodium thiosulfate

before placing it in the autoclave.  This will prevent the corrosive

action of chlorine on autoclave parts.  If the bleach is not

neutralized, any remaining bleach may release a hazardous chlorine gas

when autoclaved.

Bliss

Zeneca Pharmaceuticals

>----------

>From:  Dan Shawler[SMTP:dshawler@SKCC.ORG]

>Sent:  Monday, April 06, 1998 4:22 PM

>To:    BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>Subject:       Autoclaving liquids containing bleach

>

>The Internet Mail Connector received a message that could not be

processed.

>View the original content by opening the attached message.

>

><<File: message.txt>>

>
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Julie,

As a former researcher, I agree with you.

Richard

Johnson, Julie wrote:

> Being a former researcher myself, I have to comment on discussion that

> has taken place on this issue.  I agree with the comments that others on

> the BIOSAFTY list have made regarding the lack of knowledge about how to

> properly use a BSC and superstitions about cell culture that researchers

> often have.  We need to think about why this is true and what we can do

> as Biosafety professionals to help, however, instead of  bashing

> researchers.  For every safety person that thinks researchers are idiots

> there is an equally intelligent researcher who thinks that safety people

> are idiots, and neither opinion is true.

>

> Cell cultures often do seem to grow well or not depending on the phase

> of the moon, what color shirt you wear, etc.  The common difficulty of

> getting consistent predictable cell culture growth is good reason for

> researchers to be paranoid about using the same BSC for work with both

> cell culture and pathogens, even if it may be unfounded.  They are

> justifiably concerned about losing research that took them lots of time

> and $$.

>

> As far as knowledge about proper use of BSCs goes, where are researchers

> supposed to get this?  Many were trained before Psych existed.  In most

> places, the only information on proper use comes from the manufacturer,

> and is a very brief section in the operating manual.  There are some

> excellent training films on the subject, but safety professional are

> more likely to know about them than are researchers.  Maybe we should

> all make a good effort at our respective institutions to share the

> knowledge we have about BSCs with researchers.  Maybe offer a training

> class on BSC use, inform researchers about the availability of good

> videos on the subject, make an extra effort to explain to researchers

> WHY you make the recommendations you do (and repeat until they

> understand).  I am equally guilty in not providing adequate training on

> proper BSC use to researchers.  I am planning a class in the near

> future.

>

> Before you criticize a researcher for not knowing as much as you do

> about biosafety, stop and think about how much you know about their job.

> We need to take some  responsibility as Biosafety Professionals and

> educate people.  ("If we are not part of the solution, the we are part

> of the problem").

>

> This is my 2 cents worth, and does not necessarily reflect the opinions

> of my employer.

>

> Julie A. Johnson, Ph.D.

> Biosafety Officer

> Environmental Health and Safety

> 118 Agronomy Lab

> Iowa State University

> Ames, IA  50011

> phone:  515-294-7657,    fax:  515-294-9357,     e-mail:

> jajohns@iastate.edu     http://www.ehs.iastate.edu
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From:         Herzing Bliss BM <bliss.herzing@PHWILM.ZENECA.COM>

Subject:      Re: BSC use

I agree with everything everyone is saying.  The researchers need to do

there job and we need to show them the proper way to do that job.

Training for the BSC is an excellent idea.  I think maybe, what was

trying to be said is the frustration felt by safety who is trying to

make the area "safe" for the researcher and them gripping about the

situation.  I know when my mom told me to be safe and call I gripped at

her!!

New to the safety field is allowing me to learn different avenues for

rational persuasion.  I enjoy the challenge to have the researchers buy

into an idea.  I try to look at each situation positively.  I am

learning that most of the time the scientists want to learn, I take

advantage of those situations.

Thanks for listening!

Bliss M. Herzing

Biosafety Specialist

LW Basement

(302)886-2185

FAX:(302)886-2909

email: bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com

>----------

>From:  Richard W. Gilpin, PhD, CBSP[SMTP:gilpin@WELCHLINK.WELCH.JHU.EDU]

>Sent:  Tuesday, April 07, 1998 1:05 PM

>To:    BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>Subject:       Re: BSC use

>

>Julie,

>As a former researcher, I agree with you.

>Richard

>

>Johnson, Julie wrote:

>

>> Being a former researcher myself, I have to comment on discussion that

>> has taken place on this issue.  I agree with the comments that others on

>> the BIOSAFTY list have made regarding the lack of knowledge about how to

>> properly use a BSC and superstitions about cell culture that researchers

>> often have.  We need to think about why this is true and what we can do

>> as Biosafety professionals to help, however, instead of  bashing

>> researchers.  For every safety person that thinks researchers are idiots

>> there is an equally intelligent researcher who thinks that safety people

>> are idiots, and neither opinion is true.

>>

>> Cell cultures often do seem to grow well or not depending on the phase

>> of the moon, what color shirt you wear, etc.  The common difficulty of

>> getting consistent predictable cell culture growth is good reason for

>> researchers to be paranoid about using the same BSC for work with both

>> cell culture and pathogens, even if it may be unfounded.  They are

>> justifiably concerned about losing research that took them lots of time

>> and $$.

>>

>> As far as knowledge about proper use of BSCs goes, where are researchers

>> supposed to get this?  Many were trained before Psych existed.  In most

>> places, the only information on proper use comes from the manufacturer,

>> and is a very brief section in the operating manual.  There are some

>> excellent training films on the subject, but safety professional are

>> more likely to know about them than are researchers.  Maybe we should

>> all make a good effort at our respective institutions to share the

>> knowledge we have about BSCs with researchers.  Maybe offer a training

>> class on BSC use, inform researchers about the availability of good

>> videos on the subject, make an extra effort to explain to researchers

>> WHY you make the recommendations you do (and repeat until they

>> understand).  I am equally guilty in not providing adequate training on

>> proper BSC use to researchers.  I am planning a class in the near

>> future.

>>

>> Before you criticize a researcher for not knowing as much as you do

>> about biosafety, stop and think about how much you know about their job.

>> We need to take some  responsibility as Biosafety Professionals and

>> educate people.  ("If we are not part of the solution, the we are part

>> of the problem").

>>

>> This is my 2 cents worth, and does not necessarily reflect the opinions

>> of my employer.

>>

>> Julie A. Johnson, Ph.D.

>> Biosafety Officer

>> Environmental Health and Safety

>> 118 Agronomy Lab

>> Iowa State University

>> Ames, IA  50011

>> phone:  515-294-7657,    fax:  515-294-9357,     e-mail:

>> jajohns@iastate.edu     http://www.ehs.iastate.edu

>
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This is a story a researcher recently shared with me in regards to

teaching TC.  He has beeen hired to teach TC techniques to engineers and

this is not an easy task as they have no background in aspectic technique

or good microbiologic practices-ie. they did not take general micro. labs.

He in a previous job he had a student who always ended up with

contaminated cultures. He reviewed technique and still problems.  In

questioning her more he learned that she had a second job in the am where

she worked on a chicken farm and she came directly from that job to the

lab. A shower and clean clothes and no more problems.

You have to know the background of your audience for your training to be

effective.

______________________________________________________________________________

Melinda Young                           University of Washington

Biosafety Supervisor                    Environmental Health and Safety

Prevention and Assessment Office        Box 354400
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I also spent many years doing tissue culture before going into the safety

field and had many frustrations with cross contamination. The easy thing is

to blame the cabinet - its much harder to accept that its your technique

thats wrong! Cross contamination in a BSC is mostly caused by hands in and

on the culture dishes plus arms covered by "dirty" lab coats that have been

used for other procedures. I liked the story about the chicken farm worker!

However, now as a safety person I find it is REALLY hard to get the

research crew in for training  both on basic biosafety but also speciality

training like BSC use and maintenance and also autoclave use and safety.

The secret seems to be to get people to recogize the lack of knowledge and

the need for training. One department here just had a $500.00 bill for

repair to an autoclave that had been abused by a research  person! Now

training on autoclave use is compulsory in that department!!

At 10:44 AM 4/7/98 -0500, you wrote:

>Being a former researcher myself, I have to comment on discussion that

>has taken place on this issue.  I agree with the comments that others on

>the BIOSAFTY list have made regarding the lack of knowledge about how to

>properly use a BSC and superstitions about cell culture that researchers

>often have.  We need to think about why this is true and what we can do

>as Biosafety professionals to help, however, instead of  bashing

>researchers.  For every safety person that thinks researchers are idiots

>there is an equally intelligent researcher who thinks that safety people

>are idiots, and neither opinion is true.

>

>Cell cultures often do seem to grow well or not depending on the phase

>of the moon, what color shirt you wear, etc.  The common difficulty of

>getting consistent predictable cell culture growth is good reason for

>researchers to be paranoid about using the same BSC for work with both

>cell culture and pathogens, even if it may be unfounded.  They are

>justifiably concerned about losing research that took them lots of time

>and $$.

>

>As far as knowledge about proper use of BSCs goes, where are researchers

>supposed to get this?  Many were trained before Psych existed.  In most

>places, the only information on proper use comes from the manufacturer,

>and is a very brief section in the operating manual.  There are some

>excellent training films on the subject, but safety professional are

>more likely to know about them than are researchers.  Maybe we should

>all make a good effort at our respective institutions to share the

>knowledge we have about BSCs with researchers.  Maybe offer a training

>class on BSC use, inform researchers about the availability of good

>videos on the subject, make an extra effort to explain to researchers

>WHY you make the recommendations you do (and repeat until they

>understand).  I am equally guilty in not providing adequate training on

>proper BSC use to researchers.  I am planning a class in the near

>future.

>

>Before you criticize a researcher for not knowing as much as you do

>about biosafety, stop and think about how much you know about their job.

>We need to take some  responsibility as Biosafety Professionals and

>educate people.  ("If we are not part of the solution, the we are part

>of the problem").

>

>This is my 2 cents worth, and does not necessarily reflect the opinions

>of my employer.

>

>Julie A. Johnson, Ph.D.

>Biosafety Officer

>Environmental Health and Safety

>118 Agronomy Lab

>Iowa State University

>Ames, IA  50011

>phone:  515-294-7657,    fax:  515-294-9357,     e-mail:

>jajohns@iastate.edu     http://www.ehs.iastate.edu

>
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Here is frustration.  We contacted a company who had sold use chemical fume

hoods, biosafety cabinet and laminar flow hoods.  They gave seminars on

hood operation and theory.  People from my department were the only ones to

attend.

What's the old saying?  You can lead a horse to water.........

Bob

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety
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At the Harvard School of Public Health:

Testing and Certification of Biological Safety Cabinets

June 15 - 19, 1998

Course Directors: Melvin W. First, ScD, PE, CIH; Stephen N. Rudnick, ScD,

CIH; John M. Price, MS, CIH, CSP

This course covers all aspects of biosafety cabinet field certification.

You will develop thorough knowledge of the instruments needed for

accurate certification, including calibration techniques that can be

applied by equipment users.  You will work with full-scale equipment in

simulated field situations during two days of hands-on experience in the

laboratory with individual attention from faculty and laboratory

instructors.  Class II cabinets (Types A, B1, B2, B3) from major

manufacturers are available for individual instruction and for practice

of all certification tests.  The NSF written and practical examinations

are offered immediately following the program.

For a complete course brochure and agenda, reply to

contedu@sph.harvard.edu with your full mailing address.

Center for Continuing Professional Education (contedu@sph.harvard.edu)

Harvard School of Public Health

677 Huntington Avenue, LL-23

Boston, MA  02115-6096

Phone: (617) 432-1171

Fax: (617) 432-1969

http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/ccpe/ccpe.html
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Re:  BSC training

We just recently instituted a "Safe Handling of Cell Line and Tissue

Culture Materials" training course, to handle, in part, the concern with

human cell lines and products derived from human material.  In our first

round of that course last July, we emphasized the proper use of biological

safety cabinets and in our evaluation asked if anyone would be interested

in a more specific BSC course.  Almost everyone checked "yes".  So the next

time we offered the cell line course (in January), we added a BSC course

("Care and Feeding of your Biological Safety Cabinet") immediately after

the cell line one.  It was very well received and we plan to continue this

with our semi-annual cell line class.

We also do our best to establish a good relationship with vendors of BSCs.

We educate them on what services we provide regarding BSCs and they, in

turn, refer researchers to us, when the researchers call the vendor asking

safety questions.  They also (along with our purchasing division) let us

know when a researcher has purchased a BSC.  We send an "FYI" email to the

principal investigator outlining our services and the campus' procedures

regarding BSCs.  We include the website for the CDC BSC publication

(http://www.cdc.gov/od/ohs/biosfty/bsc/bsc.htm).

LouAnn

P.S.  When I say "we" regarding BSCs, I mostly mean Susan Kingston

(skingsto@uiuc.edu) in the Biological Safety Section that I oversee.

Credit where credit is due.

-------------------------------------------------------------------

LouAnn C. Burnett

Assistant Director, Environmental Health & Safety

Biological Safety Section

Division of Environmental Health & Safety

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

217-244-7362 (office)     217-244-6594 (fax)

--------------------------------------------------------------------
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After going through our first year of off-site biological waste hauling

and disposal, Southern Illinois University would like to rebid the

contract to try and get more competitive pricing. For those of you that

have some experience with off-site biowaste haulers, I would ask for the

following:

1) List of names of companies and addresses that haul biowaste and any

comments about your satisfaction or experience.

2) Recommendations for items to include in the Request for Quote. (bid

by pound, require returnable containers as opposed to cardboard,

indemnity statements, etc).

Thanks!

Erik

_________________________________

Erik Talley, Assistant Director

Center for Environmental Health & Safety

Southern Illinois University

erik@cehs.siu.edu
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Wow - would you be willing to share any training materials or other info

so that we could do something similar?  Since your course was well

received, then you must have done a great job of providing them the info

they wanted at the level they wanted, and in the time frame they wanted.

I would be interested in what you developed for both the cell line

safety course and the BSC course.

Thanks!

Cheri Marcham

cheri-marcham@ouhsc.edu

The University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center

P. O. Box 26901  ROB-301

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73190

> -----Original Message-----

> From: LouAnn C. Burnett [SMTP:lburnett@UIUC.EDU]

> Sent: Wednesday, April 08, 1998 8:54 AM

> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:      Re: BSC use

>

> Re:  BSC training

>

> We just recently instituted a "Safe Handling of Cell Line and Tissue

> Culture Materials" training course, to handle, in part, the concern

> with

> human cell lines and products derived from human material.  In our

> first

> round of that course last July, we emphasized the proper use of

> biological

> safety cabinets and in our evaluation asked if anyone would be

> interested

> in a more specific BSC course.  Almost everyone checked "yes".  So the

> next

> time we offered the cell line course (in January), we added a BSC

> course

> ("Care and Feeding of your Biological Safety Cabinet") immediately

> after

> the cell line one.  It was very well received and we plan to continue

> this

> with our semi-annual cell line class.

>

> We also do our best to establish a good relationship with vendors of

> BSCs.

> We educate them on what services we provide regarding BSCs and they,

> in

> turn, refer researchers to us, when the researchers call the vendor

> asking

> safety questions.  They also (along with our purchasing division) let

> us

> know when a researcher has purchased a BSC.  We send an "FYI" email to

> the

> principal investigator outlining our services and the campus'

> procedures

> regarding BSCs.  We include the website for the CDC BSC publication

> (http://www.cdc.gov/od/ohs/biosfty/bsc/bsc.htm).

>

> LouAnn

>

> P.S.  When I say "we" regarding BSCs, I mostly mean Susan Kingston

> (skingsto@uiuc.edu) in the Biological Safety Section that I oversee.

> Credit where credit is due.

>

>

> -------------------------------------------------------------------

> LouAnn C. Burnett

> Assistant Director, Environmental Health & Safety

> Biological Safety Section

> Division of Environmental Health & Safety

> University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

> 217-244-7362 (office)     217-244-6594 (fax)

> --------------------------------------------------------------------
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From:         Kenneth Hallatt <kenneth_hallatt@INTERNETMAIL.PR.CYANAMID.COM>

Subject:      Generation of Bioaerosols

     Does anyone have information on the potential for bioaerosol

     generation when removing the plate cover from an agar plate containing

     living organisms (BSL 2"+"). This appears to be a necessary step in

     the research project to get a better look at the colonies. I was

     curious if anyone was aware of a study on whether or not aerosols were

     generated as a result of this manipulation. I would be grateful for

     any input.

     Thank you,

     Ken Hallatt
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>>> "Johnson, Julie" <jajohns@IASTATE.EDU> 04/07/98 10:44am >>>

Being a former researcher myself, I have to comment on discussion that

has taken place on this issue.  I agree with the comments that others on

the BIOSAFTY list have made regarding the lack of knowledge about

how to

properly use a BSC and superstitions about cell culture that researchers

often have.  We need to think about why this is true and what we can do

as Biosafety professionals to help, however, instead of  bashing

researchers.  For every safety person that thinks researchers are idiots

there is an equally intelligent researcher who thinks that safety people

are idiots, and neither opinion is true.

Cell cultures often do seem to grow well or not depending on the phase

of the moon, what color shirt you wear, etc.  The common difficulty of

getting consistent predictable cell culture growth is good reason for

researchers to be paranoid about using the same BSC for work with

both

cell culture and pathogens, even if it may be unfounded.  They are

justifiably concerned about losing research that took them lots of time

and $$.

As far as knowledge about proper use of BSCs goes, where are

researchers

supposed to get this?  Many were trained before Psych existed.  In most

places, the only information on proper use comes from the manufacturer,

and is a very brief section in the operating manual.  There are some

excellent training films on the subject, but safety professional are

more likely to know about them than are researchers.  Maybe we should

all make a good effort at our respective institutions to share the

knowledge we have about BSCs with researchers.  Maybe offer a

training

class on BSC use, inform researchers about the availability of good

videos on the subject, make an extra effort to explain to researchers

WHY you make the recommendations you do (and repeat until they

understand).  I am equally guilty in not providing adequate training on

proper BSC use to researchers.  I am planning a class in the near

future.

Before you criticize a researcher for not knowing as much as you do

about biosafety, stop and think about how much you know about their

job.

We need to take some  responsibility as Biosafety Professionals and

educate people.  ("If we are not part of the solution, the we are part

of the problem").

This is my 2 cents worth, and does not necessarily reflect the opinions

of my employer.

Julie A. Johnson, Ph.D.

Biosafety Officer

Environmental Health and Safety

118 Agronomy Lab

Iowa State University

Ames, IA  50011

phone:  515-294-7657,    fax:  515-294-9357,     e-mail:

jajohns@iastate.edu     http://www.ehs.iastate.edu
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I love the groups discussion on BSC use.  You guys have covered all sides

of the argument and have some good solutions to a common problem.

I too train, in small groups, on proper BSC use.  I hand out a copy of

section V of the CDC Biossafety Cabinet book, and say "this is mandatory

reading".  It takes about 5 minutes to touch on a few important points, and

I always stress that "improving your cell culture techniques will not only

improve your safety, but the quality of your experimental results as well".

I use examples from my past experience - struggling to track down

contamination in my tissue cultures.

For you guys who have never been in the lab - I know it is difficult to

relate.  Tissue culture is hard!  I had one boss that always called it

"that mystical voo-doo art you do".  When things don't grow - your life as

a TC tech is hell.

The tip I find most useful, is to ask them to do a self-test.  It goes like

this:

"Take five flasks of some clean cell cultures you can do without.  Remove

the antibiotic/antimycotic solution from them, and do all the normal things

you do with them for 3 weeks.  If you can get through it w/o bacterial or

fungal contamination - you got good technique and can safely handle human

pathogens.  If you can't - start investigating your procedures and fix it

b/f you graduate to the dangerous stuff".

Then I tell them that some of the contamination I experienced came from the

water bath, some from the incubator, some were blow-ins, and one of them

was from faulty filtration of some nutrients I was adding.  All of the

contaminants were, to some degree, resistant to the antibiotics I routinely

used.  I also mention that it took me three months to track down all the

sources and eleminate them.  Then, after that, I cultured for 3 years -

viruses, horse-hair covered tumors, clean cells, etc.- all in the same BSC

- antibiotic-free, in a smelly animal facility.

The techs understand this, and their bosses love it.  Now the PIs call me

up and ask me to train their staff - even when it's not required..

The bottom line is,  you've got to join their team before they will join

yours.

Judy Pointer

UTMDACC
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From:         James Scott <JSCOTT@BOTANY.UTORONTO.CA>

Organization: University of Toronto Botany

Subject:      Re: Generation of Bioaerosols

Ken,

The potential for aerosol generation upon opening a Petri dish is

quite dependant upon the organism growing within.  For instance, a

planctonic-phase bacterium might be an unlikely producer of bioaerosol

without some amount of mechanical disturbance.  In contrast, a dry-

spored microfungus such as Aspergillus or Penicillium would produce

substantial conidial aerosol if handled in anything but absolutely

still air.

James Scott

--

     James Scott -- Department of Botany, University of Toronto

          25 Willcocks Street, Toronto ON  M5S 3B2  CANADA

         Tel: +1 416 978-5563 /-3543   Fax: +1 416 978-5878

Fungal ecology/taxonomy, medical mycology, biodeterioration, IAQ, OH&S

Date sent:      Wed, 8

Apr 1998 13:28:55 EST

> Send reply to:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

> From:           Kenneth Hallatt <kenneth_hallatt@INTERNETMAIL.PR.CYANAMID.COM>

> Subject:        Generation of Bioaerosols

> To:             BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>      Does anyone have information on the potential for bioaerosol

>      generation when removing the plate cover from an agar plate containing

>      living organisms (BSL 2"+"). This appears to be a necessary step in

>      the research project to get a better look at the colonies. I was

>      curious if anyone was aware of a study on whether or not aerosols were

>      generated as a result of this manipulation. I would be grateful for

>      any input.

>      Thank you,

>      Ken Hallatt

>
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AMEN!!!!
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For your information:

The U.S. EPA has announced the initial filing of petition proposing the

establishment of a regulation for an exemption from the requirement of a

tolerance for residues of the plant pesticide, active ingredient,

Bacillus thuringiensis variety kurstaki (B.t.k.) insect control protein

(CryIIA), when used in or on all food and feed crops.

You will find an abstracted summary of the Federal Register publication,

below.

Steve Holcombe, Editor

The Pardalis EnviroSafe eLetter

Voice: 405/377-5995

Fax: 405/372-8934

E-mail: pardalis@pardalis.com

Homepage: http://www.pardalis.com/eletter.htm

News Releases: http://www.pardalis.com/news.htm

Other Resources: http://www.pardalis.com/resource.htm

-----------------------------------------------------------

-061-   Bacillus thuringiensis variety kurstaki (B.t.k.) insect control

protein (CryIIA)

-----------------------------------------------------------

PUBLICATION: [Federal Register: April 08, 1998 (Volume 63, Number 67)]

[Page 17174-17176]

AGENCY: Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).

ACTION: Notice.

REGULATED ENTITIES/ AFFECTED CATEGORIES: Environmental protection,

Agricultural commodities, Food additives, Feed additives, Pesticides and

pests, Reporting and recordkeeping requirements; Notice of Filing of

Pesticide Petition

SUMMARY: This notice announces the initial filing of petition (PP

7F4822), submitted by Monsanto Company, proposing the establishment of a

regulation for an exemption from the requirement of a tolerance for

residues of the plant pesticide, active ingredient, Bacillus

thuringiensis variety kurstaki (B.t.k.) insect control protein (CryIIA),

when used in or on all food and feed crops.

DATE(S): Comments, identified by the docket control number PF-800, must

be received on or before May 8, 1998.

ADDRESSEES: By mail submit written comments to: Public Information and

Records Integrity Branch (7502C), Information Resources and Services

Division, Office of Pesticides Programs, Environmental Protection

Agency, 401 M St., SW., Washington, DC 20460, In person bring comments

to: Rm. 119, CM #2, 1921 Jefferson Davis Highway, Arlington, VA, 22202.

Comments and data may also be submitted electronically by following the

instructions under "SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION". No confidential business

information should be submitted through e-mail.

Information submitted as a comment concerning this document may be

claimed confidential by marking any part of the information as

"Confidential Business Information" (CBI). CBI should not be submitted

through e-mail. Information marked as CBI will not be disclosed except

in accordance with procedures set forth in 40 CFR part 2. A copy of the

comment that does not contain CBI must be submitted for inclusion in the

public record. Information not marked confidential may be disclosed

publicly by EPA without prior notice. All written comments will be

available for public inspection in Rm. 119 at the address given above,

from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday, excluding legal

holidays.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: By mail: Willie H. Nelson,

Biopesticides and Pollution Prevention Division (7511W), Office of

Pesticides Programs, Environmental Protection Agency, 2800 Crystal

Drive, Arlington, VA 22202, (703) 308-8682; e-mail:

nelson.willie@epamail.epa.gov.

GPO ACCESS INSTRUCTIONS: If you wish to view the entire text of this

Federal Register publication, go to http://www.pardalis.com/resource.htm

and select 'Laws and Regulations' in the presented index. Click on

'Federal Register Online via Government Printing Office Access'. Enter

the following ISSUE DATE and SEARCH TERM in their respective formats and

then click on the Submit button.

ISSUE DATE: 04/08/98

SEARCH TERM: "17176"
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In most

places, the only information on proper use comes from the manufacturer,

and is a very brief section in the operating manual.  There are some

excellent training films on the subject, but safety professional are

more likely to know about them than are researchers.  Maybe we should

all make a good effort at our respective institutions to share the

knowledge we have about BSCs with researchers.  Maybe offer a

training

class on BSC use, inform researchers about the availability of good

videos on the subject, make an extra effort to explain to researchers

WHY you make the recommendations you do (and repeat until they

understand).=20

Julie A. Johnson, Ph.D.

Iowa State University

Could list members please post details of their favourite BSC videos?

I used a video produced by the Health & Safety Executive (a British =

Government Agency). This was an excellent introduction. It was not for =

general sale. However a new video incorporating much of that material =

has now been produced and I am ordering it next week. It is called =

"Working Safely at Containment Level 3". Although British and US =

legislation differs in detail, I believe that we work from the same set =

of basic principles, so the video could be useful outside the UK. It =

costs =A350 and is available from:

CFL Vision

P.O.Box 35

Wetherby

LS23 7EX

phone +44 1937 541010

fax       +44 1937 541083

I have also used a video called "Biological Containment: Microbiological =

Safety Cabinets" I found it almost, but not quite, as good as the =

original HSE video. This was produced by the Thermal Biology Research =

Unit, King's College, London. It is available from Westwell Safety Ltd., =

P.O.Box 3, Rottingdean, Brighton, BN2 6RW, U.K.=20

Dr Stuart Thompson

University Biological Safety Officer

University of Manchester
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b3NvZnQgTWFpbC5Ob3RlADEIAQ2ABAACAAAAAgACAAEEkAYA0AEAAAEAAAAQAAAAAwAAMAIAAAAL

AA8OAAAAAAIB/w8BAAAAUQAAAAAAAACBKx+kvqMQGZ1uAN0BD1QCAAAAAEEgQmlvc2FmZXR5IERp

c2N1c3Npb24gTGlzdABTTVRQAEJJT1NBRlRZQE1JVFZNQS5NSVQuRURVAAAAAB4AAjABAAAABQAA

AFNNVFAAAAAAHgADMAEAAAAYAAAAQklPU0FGVFlATUlUVk1BLk1JVC5FRFUAAwAVDAEAAAADAP4P

BgAAAB4AATABAAAAHgAAACdBIEJpb3NhZmV0eSBEaXNjdXNzaW9uIExpc3QnAAAAAgELMAEAAAAd

AAAAU01UUDpCSU9TQUZUWUBNSVRWTUEuTUlULkVEVQAAAAADAAA5AAAAAAsAQDoBAAAAHgD2XwEA

AAAcAAAAQSBCaW9zYWZldHkgRGlzY3Vzc2lvbiBMaXN0AAIB918BAAAAUQAAAAAAAACBKx+kvqMQ

GZ1uAN0BD1QCAAAAAEEgQmlvc2FmZXR5IERpc2N1c3Npb24gTGlzdABTTVRQAEJJT1NBRlRZQE1J

VFZNQS5NSVQuRURVAAAAAAMA/V8BAAAAAwD/XwAAAAACAfYPAQAAAAQAAAAAAAAC8V4BBIABABMA

AABSRTogQlNDIHVzZSAtUmVwbHkAjwUBBYADAA4AAADOBwQACQATAAgAIwAEACQBASCAAwAOAAAA

zgcEAAkACAApAB8ABAA2AQEJgAEAIQAAADZCRjgwMTMxRkJDRUQxMTE4ODdGMDBBMEM5NDJFQTE3

ADAHAQOQBgDICAAAIQAAAAsAAgABAAAACwAjAAAAAAADACYAAAAAAAsAKQAAAAAAAwAuAAAAAAAD

ADYAAAAAAEAAOQBAwrCD4mO9AR4AcAABAAAAEwAAAFJFOiBCU0MgdXNlIC1SZXBseQAAAgFxAAEA

AAAWAAAAAb1j4oOqMQH43877EdGIfwCgyULqFwAAHgAeDAEAAAAFAAAAU01UUAAAAAAeAB8MAQAA

ABoAAABTdHVhcnQuVGhvbXBzb25AbWFuLmFjLnVrAAAAAwAGEOUbvKcDAAcQpgUAAB4ACBABAAAA

ZQAAAElOTU9TVFBMQUNFUyxUSEVPTkxZSU5GT1JNQVRJT05PTlBST1BFUlVTRUNPTUVTRlJPTVRI

RU1BTlVGQUNUVVJFUixBTkRJU0FWRVJZQlJJRUZTRUNUSU9OSU5USEVPUEVSQVQAAAAAAgEJEAEA

AACrBQAApwUAAFAIAABMWkZ1K13mWgMACgByY3BnMTI1FjIA+Atgbg4QMDMznQH3IAKkA+MCAGNo

CsBgc2V0MCAHEwKAfbMKgAjIIDsJbw4wNQKAGQqBdWMAUAsDbGkzqjYBQHADYHQFkHQCsewgSQOg

BGBzFcAKsQqABQtRYweQLCB0aGViIAIgbHkgC4ACEHJZAMB0aQIgF5EgFWFw6QSQIHURMCAFoAeC

A1LTF1MDgXVmANB0CHAEkDYsFoQAcGQX4AQgYSCWdgSQF9BiCIFmIBEw/xWwGHILgBdUGREYUQ8g

GnPhB0AuICBUF3AJcBwQTR9BcxmhFoRleBcQbHZsCfAFQHQeEAuAHkJmHQMQbQQgGIEXYnN1YiZq

FaEXQGJ1BUBzYf5mEUAX0BVhI0AEEBhxB0DfH2IWhARgH0EVAGsggBfQwHRvIGtubwfgAaD/CGAg

0RdwGiIDkR9yCXARMBcKwBDwBJBzHuFNYXmqYheAdx+RaAhgbAsxnxtzIJAacSVgHBFnbwRw/iAB

EQkRHBAFQAhhJ2IZEO8dERxAF+EWYGka8BhiBCB/JbEo4B9yF2EWhCXiIKBkHmcokxEALAEmNEJT

Q/8EIAPwF2AnbyhyI7AjQAXA7mEWhCD2FoRjC2AEERiBfy+hGUIXQBf0MDomKBwQdvsLcAtgYgMQ

LHAX0COwKkP5FoR2aQEAFlAh3ynkA6D/IFAg8SqWJbEgUAtTJaIwScEWhFdIWSB5CGAp1P8XYglw

GZEHgBvAGFMEIDyyemQlwCgbsglwGRArEXX3AjADERdheRaEP7AEgRZg3RuxKR7gFoQWhEopEAiQ

4xFwHuBKb2gAgAIgF0CgUGguRC4WhEkmAM0cIFMBkBWQIFUDABxB/wCQI2AI0ABBFWUVQUGoCFH/

KSAlMRZgFjAmsCiANVELUPswcBlhcBZRPrARQDZBOBHbHNAXYWkFwBrAdghiRJHrM8I3xD9BikkZ

QhvQHCHbN9IY0mQUcExBYiWRF3FqSDBwbDARJgYBI0NF/ngFkCyRLAE+8C+QSkEEAGkwIEdvHEFu

PdEFQEHxLpBuY3lBUR8QG/FEMP8cATmSIHYLgCDwTRIYYh7g/kkFQFHSJfAFQBgRKkAJ8F8eAQMg

IyAgoB7gSCYAZf8cQRwRVNAH4EyUC4AFoUiQ/x4WFHAwIEljKxEYQQZxJDH/EQBUEgfgKIAJ8Ezo

G7JMAP5hGiAFsASBHkIscFYhOcDZKKFla1OjG/FjKaFMQfQiVwWwax5CToIXwSsRbwhQAjALcVCj

TFXBAyAz2iIe4EFOIQhgZzAgT8btG7JVBfAgoGcEAAtgGGP+ZAaQMaEEIB1xSOQXQEwA3yiAQmEs

AVgzKLF3XWEZ6N8jIAeAHOErIRzQYjNQDeD/GNFW0QUgIKAXMR+wF1NMlG8FoEcSKIEZUWYpECsx

dOcAkAEAF1NVS1OjBaAWYOEEISdhMzURYBu2NjQLIKAZ4zpGO0ZMIFYHBAAYcRaEUC5PLkL0b3hf

gDU8FRFAHyFNgAEWhExTMjMgN0UaWEGKcCjwVNAgKzQANCAxOTM3IDX+NA9AD0AWhBrAbnBzFHGb

/DgzS0wu9EkwJcBMK1zWvkIYcAkAYXBc0V5qOgXQ3w3gA2A2gHdnToVDNnFU0P1pECJaoQIQQLFb

ggdAFkLzIsRUMnF1SlEXQFHhKlMfUeEXYwUQYXAkIkhTRf9KxFFpTP4fEgDAAyB3RBfQrlIwVUSy

IrFLHkEnBCDvCFAgkS6QF0BMAiA+wFOUfWs/IG8QFmAosCmxToVM+HRkLkNBbiYXQAgAAkD/HkEB

AABwF0BPwWAwJbCIIkBOMiA2UlcXQFX2LmnBQYpEBcBEYB6wKuH7HxADcHBDERaERMiBJXl6/k8B

IA3gBJCLvzbxKFBRIH8XcBZgjjFFcBVIQZkR8QABkfAAAwAQEAAAAAADABEQAAAAAAMAgBD/////

QAAHMGDYnumKY70BQAAIMGDYnumKY70BCwAAgAggBgAAAAAAwAAAAAAAAEYAAAAAA4UAAAAAAAAD

AAKACCAGAAAAAADAAAAAAAAARgAAAAAQhQAAAAAAAAMABYAIIAYAAAAAAMAAAAAAAABGAAAAAFKF

AAC3DQAAHgAlgAggBgAAAAAAwAAAAAAAAEYAAAAAVIUAAAEAAAAEAAAAOC4wAAMAJoAIIAYAAAAA

AMAAAAAAAABGAAAAAAGFAAAAAAAACwAvgAggBgAAAAAAwAAAAAAAAEYAAAAADoUAAAAAAAADADCA

CCAGAAAAAADAAAAAAAAARgAAAAARhQAAAAAAAAMAMoAIIAYAAAAAAMAAAAAAAABGAAAAABiFAAAA

AAAAHgBBgAggBgAAAAAAwAAAAAAAAEYAAAAANoUAAAEAAAABAAAAAAAAAB4AQoAIIAYAAAAAAMAA

AAAAAABGAAAAADeFAAABAAAAAQAAAAAAAAAeAEOACCAGAAAAAADAAAAAAAAARgAAAAA4hQAAAQAA

AAEAAAAAAAAAHgA9AAEAAAAFAAAAUkU6IAAAAAADAA00/TcAAGxA

------ =_NextPart_000_01BD63EA.E72BB3E0--
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Date:         Thu, 9 Apr 1998 12:47:44 -0700

Reply-To:     rubockpa@UMDNJ.EDU

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         paul rubock <rubockpa@UMDNJ.EDU>

Organization: eohss-umdnj

Subject:      HBV viability

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

"HBV remains viable up to 7 days in dried blood and is relatively stable

on environmental surfaces..."  I'm sure most people on this list have

read and repeated this in their training sessions.  My question: was/is

this "viability" testing done in vivo through the injection of NH

primates with material from the dried blood, or through tissue culture

(I was under the impression that HBV/cell culture systems are difficult

to set up), or through some type of biochemical (surface or "e" Ag

recovery) surrogate. Just curious.

Thank you,

Paul Rubock

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 9 Apr 1998 14:05:16 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Stefan Wagener <stefan@MSU.EDU>

Subject:      BSC use & training

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

To give you some ideas on what is possible go to:

http://www.orcbs.msu.edu

and click on "Special Seminar"

Have your local BSC sales rep do some of the work for you. We do it every

year and both sides like it very much.

Hope this helps.

Stefan :-)

(stefan@msu.edu)

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 10 Apr 1998 08:57:45 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Eagleson Institute <eagleson@IME.NET>

Subject:      Re: BSC use

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=ISO-8859-1

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

I've been reading the discussion about BSC use and must answer the question

about videos.  We at the Eagleson Institute have produced two videos and

one course on the proper use of BSCs. We are also trying to determine if

there would be enough interest in an interactive software training program

on BSCs for us to produce one.  Any comments?

The videos that we have available are:

Safe Use of Biological Safety Cabinets

Introduction to Biological Safety Cabinets

For more information, please contact us at:

Eagleson Institute

207/490-1076

fax 207/324-3869

email: eagleson@ime.net

Sincerely,

Mary Ann Sondrini

----------

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 10 Apr 1998 10:49:15 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Joseph P. Kozlovac" <jkozlovac@MAIL.NCIFCRF.GOV>

Subject:      Re: BSC use

In-Reply-To:  <199804101259.IAA19532@ime.net>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Mary Ann,

I think the development of a computer based interactive training program

for BSC usage is a great idea.  I have used the Eagleson tapes to train BSC

users in the past and they have always been well received.

At 08:57 10.4.1998 -0400, you wrote:

>I've been reading the discussion about BSC use and must answer the question

>about videos.  We at the Eagleson Institute have produced two videos and

>one course on the proper use of BSCs. We are also trying to determine if

>there would be enough interest in an interactive software training program

>on BSCs for us to produce one.  Any comments?

>

>The videos that we have available are:

>

>Safe Use of Biological Safety Cabinets

>Introduction to Biological Safety Cabinets

>

>For more information, please contact us at:

>Eagleson Institute

>207/490-1076

>fax 207/324-3869

>email: eagleson@ime.net

>

>Sincerely,

>Mary Ann Sondrini

>

>

>

>----------

>

>

______________________________________________________________________________

Biological Safety Officer

Safety and Environmental Protection Program

NCI - Frederick Cancer Research

and Development Center

(301)846-1451 fax: (301)846-6619

email: jkozlovac@mail.ncifcrf.gov

______________________________________________________________________________
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Date:         Fri, 10 Apr 1998 14:45:11 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Eagleson Institute <eagleson@IME.NET>

Subject:      Re: BSC use
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Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Hi Joe, Thanks for responding!  Mary Ann

----------

> From: Joseph P. Kozlovac <jkozlovac@MAIL.NCIFCRF.GOV>

> To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject: Re: BSC use

> Date: Friday, April 10, 1998 10:49 AM

>

> Mary Ann,

>

> I think the development of a computer based interactive training program

> for BSC usage is a great idea.  I have used the Eagleson tapes to train

BSC

> users in the past and they have always been well received.

>

> At 08:57 10.4.1998 -0400, you wrote:

> >I've been reading the discussion about BSC use and must answer the

question

> >about videos.  We at the Eagleson Institute have produced two videos and

> >one course on the proper use of BSCs. We are also trying to determine if

> >there would be enough interest in an interactive software training

program

> >on BSCs for us to produce one.  Any comments?

> >

> >The videos that we have available are:

> >

> >Safe Use of Biological Safety Cabinets

> >Introduction to Biological Safety Cabinets

> >

> >For more information, please contact us at:

> >Eagleson Institute

> >207/490-1076

> >fax 207/324-3869

> >email: eagleson@ime.net

> >

> >Sincerely,

> >Mary Ann Sondrini

> >

> >

> >

> >----------

> >

> >

>

____________________________________________________________________________

__

>

> Biological Safety Officer

> Safety and Environmental Protection Program

> NCI - Frederick Cancer Research

> and Development Center

> (301)846-1451 fax: (301)846-6619

> email: jkozlovac@mail.ncifcrf.gov

>

____________________________________________________________________________

__
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Date:         Fri, 10 Apr 1998 16:12:46 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Linda B. Wolfe" <lwolfe@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      NOS Cell Lines and GLSP
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Dear Biosafty:

Have any of you (particularly production folks) had experience with a cell

line designated NOS?  Do you know it's history?  Some scientists are

proposing a GLSP designation for the scale-up of an engineered NOS cell

line.  I am surveying whether there is "long history of safe use" as noted

in the NIH Guidelines for GLSP.   Their facility's IBC will be reviewing

this later this spring.

It is not specifically listed in the ATCC catalogue.  An on-line ATCC

catalogue search gives a cross reference to CCL-255, however this listing

does not mention NOS anywhere, which leads me to think it was a misreference.

Any information or suggestions about where to look would be much

appreciated.  Would FDA have information of this type?

Many thanks,

Linda B. Wolfe

Associate Biosafety Officer

MIT

77 Massachusetts Ave., 56-255

Cambridge, MA  02139-4307

General Office Line (617) 253-1740

Direct line(617) 258-5648

FAX (617) 258-5856
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Laura B. Newton" <newtonl@PTD.NET>

Subject:      Re: BSC use

In-Reply-To:  <199804101259.IAA19532@ime.net>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="ISO-8859-1"; X-MAPIextension=".TXT"
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I have used the first of your BSC training films, which was well-received.

I think a computer interactive software training program is an excellent

idea - many facilities would probably want a copy.

Laura Newton

Newton Health & Safety Associates

newtonl@ptd.net

----------

> I've been reading the discussion about BSC use and must answer the

question

> about videos.  We at the Eagleson Institute have produced two videos and

> one course on the proper use of BSCs. We are also trying to determine if

> there would be enough interest in an interactive software training program

> on BSCs for us to produce one.  Any comments?

>

> The videos that we have available are:

>

> Safe Use of Biological Safety Cabinets

> Introduction to Biological Safety Cabinets

>

> For more information, please contact us at:

> Eagleson Institute

> 207/490-1076

> fax 207/324-3869

> email: eagleson@ime.net

>

> Sincerely,

> Mary Ann Sondrini

>

>

>

> ----------

>
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Date:         Mon, 13 Apr 1998 10:41:29 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Linda B. Wolfe" <lwolfe@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Correction

Mime-Version: 1.0
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        The cell line of interest is NS0 (zero).  Sorry for the mistake earlier.

        Thanks for your help.

Linda B. Wolfe

Associate Biosafety Officer

MIT

77 Massachusetts Ave., 56-255

Cambridge, MA  02139-4307

General Office Line (617) 253-1740

Direct line(617) 258-5648

FAX (617) 258-5856
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Date:         Mon, 13 Apr 1998 13:06:04 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Burgener, Jyl A" <jab19768@GLAXOWELLCOME.COM>

Subject:      Biological Inventory Information Programs

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

I am exploring commercial biological inventory programs.  We currently have

a custom program but it has its limitations.  I am curious about how other

pharmaceutical or biologically oriented companies maintain their biological

entity inventory.  What kinds of data does your database capture?

I would also be interested in anyone's opinions of their existing biological

inventory systems and the pros and cons  (e.g. labor intensive, user

unfriendly, etc.)

Thank you for your help.

Jyl Burgener

Biosafety Officer

(919) 483-6450

Fax (919) 549 - 8516

JAB19768@GlaxoWellcome.com

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 13 Apr 1998 13:31:32 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Joseph H. Coggin Jr." <jcoggin@JAGUAR1.USOUTHAL.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Biological Inventory Information Programs

In-Reply-To:  <1F6ED0F79CA0D011A0BC0080D82079F59C8397@US2N22>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

Jyl:  I have a biosafety manual I wrote for our University if you will

send me a self-address, stamped [$1.25] brown envelop that described he

methods I recommended to my consulting clients that has served them all

well for the past 15 years.  I am biased but it works very well for large

pharmaceutical companies and universities.

Address:  Joe Coggin, University of South Alabama, College of Medicine,

LMB, Mobile, AL 36608

Thanks, Joe Coggin.

On Mon, 13 Apr 1998, Burgener, Jyl A wrote:

> I am exploring commercial biological inventory programs.  We currently have

> a custom program but it has its limitations.  I am curious about how other

> pharmaceutical or biologically oriented companies maintain their biological

> entity inventory.  What kinds of data does your database capture?

>

> I would also be interested in anyone's opinions of their existing biological

> inventory systems and the pros and cons  (e.g. labor intensive, user

> unfriendly, etc.)

>

> Thank you for your help.

>

>

> Jyl Burgener

> Biosafety Officer

> (919) 483-6450

> Fax (919) 549 - 8516

> JAB19768@GlaxoWellcome.com

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 13 Apr 1998 15:36:07 EST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Kenneth Hallatt <kenneth_hallatt@INTERNETMAIL.PR.CYANAMID.COM>

Subject:      Re: Biological Inventory Information Programs

     Jyl,

     Currently using a paper system. It is cumbersome and time consuming.We

     currently capture what the material is; where the material is being

     worked with (room number(s)); the culture media volume (<10ml,

     10-100ml, 100ml-1L, 1-10L, >10L); typical manipulation involving the

     live organism or active toxin; recommended decontamination materials

     and procedures; and what people are working with it (we compare this

     list to our biohazardous material training list). We ask that the

     researchers provide periodic updates and we do an annual inventory of

     materials that provide this information as well. Updates are also

     reviewed and provided each time the Biological Safety Committee

     approves a new procedure.

     I think it's a great question. I'll be watching for input.

     Thanks,

     Ken Hallatt

     Biological Safety Officer

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Biological Inventory Information Programs

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNETMAIL

Date:    4/13/98 1:47 PM

I am exploring commercial biological inventory programs.  We currently have

a custom program but it has its limitations.  I am curious about how other

pharmaceutical or biologically oriented companies maintain their biological

entity inventory.  What kinds of data does your database capture?

I would also be interested in anyone's opinions of their existing biological

inventory systems and the pros and cons  (e.g. labor intensive, user

unfriendly, etc.)

Thank you for your help.

Jyl Burgener

Biosafety Officer

(919) 483-6450

Fax (919) 549 - 8516

JAB19768@GlaxoWellcome.com
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Date:         Mon, 13 Apr 1998 15:44:20 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Clifford Roberts <ucivet@UCI.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Waste animal bedding

In-Reply-To:  <v03102803b141d4345097@[128.253.13.47]>
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Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

>The Incinerator Working Group would like to get a better handle on the

>types and amounts of bedding being used in research, including the typical

>amounts handled by different institutions.  My opinion is that the main

>type is pine wood chips, and probably second is corn cobs and that these

>two represent the vast majority of bedding used out there, with minor other

>stuff being used.

>

>Is this correct?

My impression is that most rodent bedding is hardwood chips, usually aspen,

not pine wood. Pine has been rarely used in research facilities since the

volatile oils in softwood shavings were shown to be inducers of liver

enzymes.

>What do you use?

 Brand of hardwood chips is Sanichips. Corn cobs is Bed 'o Cobs.

>About how much per year?

Sanichips: about 20,000 lbs /yr

>How do you presently dispose of this bedding?

Landfill via contract disposal company

>How do you dispose of "infectious" bedding versus what you call

>"non-infectious" bedding?

Infectious bedding is autoclaved or disinfected with 0.5% hypochlorite

solution, depending on organism, then disposed of as above.

>

>Regards, Cliff

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 14 Apr 1998 10:58:36 +0100

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         DOBLHOFF-DIER OTTO <doblhoff@EDV2.BOKU.AC.AT>

Organization: Universitaet fuer Bodenkultur Wien

Subject:      Re: NS0 Cell Lines and GLSP

In-Reply-To:  <3.0.2.32.19980410161246.00947bd0@hesiod>

Dear Linda,

NS0 is a mouse myeloma cell line that has been used for many years by

the biotech people both as fusion partner to produce hybridomas and

as host cell line for recombinant products. NS0 this cell line was

derived as subclone from NS1.

Grown in suspension

lymphoblast-like morphology

SPECIES: mouse ( BALB/c )

TUMOR: myeloma

Derived from: P3X63Ag8

Reference: Methods Enzymol. 1981, 73B:3

This information is from

the Italian Advanced Biotechnology Center, Interlab Cell Line

Collection (ICLC) http://www.biotech.ist.unige.it/cldb/cl874.html

ATCC lists cell lines derived from NS0  and NS1, try a ATCC catalog

search http://www.atcc.org/catalogs/catalogs.html

Otto Doblhoff-Dier, Inst. Appl. Microbiol, Univ. Agric.,

Nussdorfer Laende 11, A-1190 Vienna, Austria, Europe

Tel: *43-1-36006-6204    Fax:*43-1-3697615

EMAIL: doblhoff@edv2.boku.ac.at

WWW: http://www.boku.ac.at/iam/efb/doblhoff/doblhoff.htm
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Melinda Young <biosafe@U.WASHINGTON.EDU>

Subject:      Re: BWC Survey
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FYI-I believe others were working on this as well.

Melinda

______________________________________________________________________________

Melinda Young                           University of Washington

Biosafety Supervisor                    Environmental Health and Safety

Prevention and Assessment Office        Box 354400

biosafe@u.washington.edu                Seattle, WA 98195-4400

>

> ---------- Forwarded message ----------

> Date: Wed, 15 Apr 1998 09:33:19 -0400

> From: "Liders, Gunta J." <gliders@orpa.rochester.edu>

> To: "'cogr-list@usc.edu'" <cogr-list@usc.edu>

> Subject: BWC Survey

>

> Tony DeCrappeo/COGR asked that I forward the following message from him to

> the COGR list.  Should you have any questions with respect to the BWC

> Survey, please contact Tony directly at (tdecrappeo@cogr.edu).

>

> Gunta J. Liders

> Associate Director

> Office of Research and Project Administration

> University of Rochester

>

> > ----------

> > From:       Tony DeCrappeo[SMTP:tdecrappeo@COGR.edu]

> > Sent:       Wednesday, April 15, 1998 9:15 AM

> > To:         gliders@orpa.rochester.edu

> > Subject:    BWC Survey

> >

> > Many of you have received a survey being conducted for the Department of

> > Energy

> > by Pacific Northwest National Lab and Battelle entitled "A Survey to

> > Assess the

> > Impact on Academic Institutions of a Possible Mandated Declaration under

> > the

> > Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention (BWC)".  A cover letter from Dr.

> > Richard

> > Weller was dated March 2 and asked for responses by April 3 (although they

> > have

> > not received many responses and are continuing to accept them).

> >

> >  Due to the sensitive nature of the requested information and the not

> > insignificant amount of time it would take to fully respond,  many have

> > not yet

> > responded or sent very limited information.

> > I called OMB last week to ask if they had reviewed this survey as required

> > by

> > law or if for some reason this survey was exempt from the normal review

> > process.

> >  After some follow-up, the OMB official informed me that this survey was

> > sent to

> > over 1500 colleges and universities and it did indeed need to be sent to

> > OMB,

> > published for public comment, and receive an OMB approval number.  DOE has

> > been

> > notified of the violation and may or may not seek OMB approval.  However,

> > there

> > is really no process in place to force a "recall" of the survey, so the

> > decision

> > to respond remains.

> >

> > One approach may be to send an email to Dr. Weller (provided in his cover

> > letter) stating that while we understand the importance of the issue, such

> > a

> > survey would benefit greatly from input from the academic community

> > through the

> > required OMB review process, and urge him to follow that process.

> >

> > This is in fact a reminder to us all of the importance of looking for that

> > OMB

> > approval number on gov. initiated surveys.  We don't want to seem

> > uncooperative,

> > but there is a reason the process exists-- you can imagine the amount of

> > time we

> > would spend on such things if agencies were allowed to ask anything at any

> > time!

> >

> > Tony DeCrappeo

> > COGR

> >

> >

>

>

>
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I have found the discussion regarding BSC use very interesting and

informative.  Below there is a reference to information being provided by

the manufacturer in operating manuals.  I would be interested in knowing =

if

there is additional information or support you feel BSC manufacturers cou=

ld

provide regarding BSC use.

I appreciate your input and look forward to receiving your ideas.

Deborah Dagan

-----Original Message-----

From: Stuart Thompson <Stuart.Thompson@MAN.AC.UK>

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Date: Thursday, April 09, 1998 1:10 PM

Subject: Re: BSC use -Reply

In most

places, the only information on proper use comes from the manufacturer,

and is a very brief section in the operating manual.  There are some

excellent training films on the subject, but safety professional are

more likely to know about them than are researchers.  Maybe we should

all make a good effort at our respective institutions to share the

knowledge we have about BSCs with researchers.  Maybe offer a

training

class on BSC use, inform researchers about the availability of good

videos on the subject, make an extra effort to explain to researchers

WHY you make the recommendations you do (and repeat until they

understand).

Julie A. Johnson, Ph.D.

Iowa State University

Could list members please post details of their favourite BSC videos?

I used a video produced by the Health & Safety Executive (a British

Government Agency). This was an excellent introduction. It was not for

general sale. However a new video incorporating much of that material has

now been produced and I am ordering it next week. It is called "Working

Safely at Containment Level 3". Although British and US legislation diffe=

rs

in detail, I believe that we work from the same set of basic principles, =

so

the video could be useful outside the UK. It costs =A350 and is available

from:

CFL Vision

P.O.Box 35

Wetherby

LS23 7EX

phone +44 1937 541010

fax       +44 1937 541083

I have also used a video called "Biological Containment: Microbiological

Safety Cabinets" I found it almost, but not quite, as good as the origina=

l

HSE video. This was produced by the Thermal Biology Research Unit, King's

College, London. It is available from Westwell Safety Ltd., P.O.Box 3,

Rottingdean, Brighton, BN2 6RW, U.K.

Dr Stuart Thompson

University Biological Safety Officer

University of Manchester
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I used a video produced by the Health & Safety Executive (a British

Government Agency). This was an excellent introduction. It was not for

general sale. However a new video incorporating much of that material =

has

now been produced and I am ordering it next week. It is called "Working

Safely at Containment Level 3". Although British and US legislation =

differs

in detail, I believe that we work from the same set of basic principles, =

so

the video could be useful outside the UK. It costs =A354.95 (+ Value =

added tax, for purchasers resident in the UK), not =A350 as in my =

earlier mailing, and is available

from:

CFL Vision

P.O.Box 35

Wetherby

LS23 7EX

phone +44 1937 541010

fax       +44 1937 541083

They offer a rapid service (my video was delivered overnight) and have a =

catalogue of safety-related videos, mostly originating from our Health & =

Safety Executive.

Dr Stuart Thompson

Health & Safety Services

University of Manchester

England

------ =_NextPart_000_01BD690B.F938D510
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c2N1c3Npb24gTGlzdABTTVRQAEJJT1NBRlRZQE1JVFZNQS5NSVQuRURVAAAAAB4AAjABAAAABQAA

AFNNVFAAAAAAHgADMAEAAAAYAAAAQklPU0FGVFlATUlUVk1BLk1JVC5FRFUAAwAVDAEAAAADAP4P

BgAAAB4AATABAAAAHgAAACdBIEJpb3NhZmV0eSBEaXNjdXNzaW9uIExpc3QnAAAAAgELMAEAAAAd
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GZ1uAN0BD1QCAAAAAEEgQmlvc2FmZXR5IERpc2N1c3Npb24gTGlzdABTTVRQAEJJT1NBRlRZQE1J

VFZNQS5NSVQuRURVAAAAAAMA/V8BAAAAAwD/XwAAAAACAfYPAQAAAAQAAAAAAAAC8V4BBIABABkA

AABSRTogQlNDIHVzZSAtIGNvcnJlY3Rpb24A2wcBBYADAA4AAADOBwQAEAAHAC8AOQAEAFwBASCA

AwAOAAAAzgcEABAABwAqADIABABQAQEJgAEAIQAAAEUzQ0YyRjVFMzBENEQxMTE4ODgwMDBBMEM5
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dGlvbgAAAAACAXEAAQAAABYAAAABvWkDlqZeL8/k1DAR0YiAAKDJQuoXAAAeAB4MAQAAAAUAAABT

TVRQAAAAAB4AHwwBAAAAGgAAAFN0dWFydC5UaG9tcHNvbkBtYW4uYWMudWsAAAADAAYQHdDB1wMA

BxD6AgAAHgAIEAEAAABlAAAASVVTRURBVklERU9QUk9EVUNFREJZVEhFSEVBTFRIJlNBRkVUWUVY

RUNVVElWRShBQlJJVElTSEdPVkVSTk1FTlRBR0VOQ1kpVEhJU1dBU0FORVhDRUxMRU5USU5UUk9E
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dDAgBxNNAoB9CoAIyCA7CW8yzDU1AoAKgXVjAFALAzBsaTM2AUALYG5nsDEwMzMKoANgdAWQQnQC

sSBJIHUPsGQgIGEgdmkBAG8gDRRxZBLwFWFieSB0YGhlIEhlB0AW0CCaJgYBZg/AFrBFeAWQUHV0

aXYW8CgVkEIzBRAYYHNoCqIKgEdvXxiABKAHgAIwD/BnCfBjQHkpLiBUaAQAIEx3YQQgA5FleBZg

bPZsGiILgHQWIxhgAiAa0FZJBUAbQm4UkCACEHJPGVQacQSQB0AgcwdAZeEa0Ehvd2UZ0RWBHpCv

B+AVtAuABaFwBbBhGGCZFAAgbRLwF2BvZhbB/yEQIWAhEAZxHsEPgA9AGWP7HaAH4GIJ4RYIAHAV

cBUg/GFtIbALIAZxIUEZAB/htngdQQngax0TGxFjB0DTHAAVcCJXBbBrITEZVP0XomwWsCIRCFAC

MAtxGhOmTB+BAyAzIhrQQRdB3QhgZxdgGOUkc1UF8BwAzmcEAAtgHNIgZAaQF8A/D6AZVAuALGAP

wAtwbCz/FREjoBOAH4Eh5B9wGzAncf8d0ANhFsMe8AeAHuAPwCGy8mIbUGljFgEgkQUgHADycy3Q

c28ZVBbSFbQFoNx1bBaBFvAVQWYzECGwzxhQAJABABbDVUsdEwWgdnM0EAMwYwBBFHUBQCeAYTM1

NC45NRiguCsgVgdAClAVgGQBAPsVcAGQeC3QHeEWAAhwD3F7D7APoCAJcDQiHCM0ZSm/LdAdojZT

D+AbUS1BbRaw/Rcgci4xBcAAwAMQITEt0J81gQFAFHUkcxsRYXYtoW8BoBwAGVQDUjoZVBlUQzxG

TDcQBAAc4RlUUC6gTy5Cb3gp4DUZVDZXD8AW4HIWoBlUTFNAMjMgN0VYP0pwAypgHpAgKzQ0IDHw

OTM3IDaQFCAUID6V7TfwIEYERIs4FFE/aDWLfRrhZRawIcAsoRWBHrBw+xXAMDFyFbAWYBigO4EV

tL8bQgEAE4AZ0RVhGcNpKpD8dCkkcw+AGIEVkCbgAZC9CQBnN1EhwR7wF8ItCXD/LAEVYRWzMaEE

YDVAKHEFsH9MgAuAIRQvYwhhFw8YFy7FP0pEBcBTdHUKwAVA+xrwA3BwMdBAlVGeBmFKYn0i9VUD

ABnRAJAX4SHBTd8AcA9wB5AiYRlURRQAE+EvCzA82RlUEHEAWwAAAAMAEBAAAAAAAwAREAAAAAAD
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Mann <MANN.RICHARD@NORTHPORT.VA.GOV>

Subject:      BSC Inspections

I have heard two different standards with regards to certification of BSC

and laminar flow hoods.

One source said every 6 months the other said every 12 months.

The question is how often must my BSC be recertified?

Thank you

Richard Mann, DVM

VMO

VA Northport, NY

516 261 4400 2878

e-mail mann.richard@northport.va.gov
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NSF makes the following statement in Annex F to NSF Standard 49:

"each cabinet should be field tested at the time of installation, and at

least annually thereafter.  In addition, recertification should be performed

whenever HEPA filters are changed, maintenance repairs are made to internal

parts, or a cabinet is relocated.  More frequent recertification should be

considered for particularly hazardous or critical applications, or

workloads"

Hope this helps...

Deborah Dagan

-----Original Message-----

From: Richard Mann <MANN.RICHARD@NORTHPORT.VA.GOV>

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Date: Thursday, April 16, 1998 1:32 PM

Subject: BSC Inspections

>I have heard two different standards with regards to certification of BSC

>and laminar flow hoods.

>

>One source said every 6 months the other said every 12 months.

>

>The question is how often must my BSC be recertified?

>

>Thank you

>

>Richard Mann, DVM

>VMO

>VA Northport, NY

>516 261 4400 2878

>e-mail mann.richard@northport.va.gov

>
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What exactly needs to be checked "at least annually" in biosafety

cabinets.  My IBC discussed this at our last meeting.  One reputable

member researched recertification requirements and concluded that air

flow needs to be checked.   Other aspects of typical recertification

requiring decontamination may not be required.  The thought by the

researchers, of course, is to save money on recertifying.

        I was looking into my information to see exactly how "recertification"

was defined  when this thread came up and thought I might as well ask

the group.

Madeline

Madeline Dalrymple

Biological Safety Officer, Environmental Health and Safety

University of Wyoming, Laramie, WY 82071

307-766-2723 (fax 307-766-5678)

email:  dalrympl@uwyo.edu

http://safety.uwyo.edu/ehs/

>----------

>From:  Deborah Dagan[SMTP:ddagan@BAKERCO.COM]

>Sent:  Thursday, April 16, 1998 12:38 PM

>To:    BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>Subject:       Re: BSC Inspections

>

>NSF makes the following statement in Annex F to NSF Standard 49:

>"each cabinet should be field tested at the time of installation, and at

>least annually thereafter.  In addition, recertification should be performed

>....
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What about testing the HEPA filters for leaks?!  It sounds like you need

to get a copy of NSF Standard 49 for Class II Laminar Flow Biohazard

Cabinetry (you can get ordering information form the NSF web site at

http://www.nsf.org/programs/biohazard/standards.html).  NSF Standard 49

outlines what tests need to be done, how to do them, acceptance

criteria, etc.  According to Annex F (Field Tests) of Standard 49,

"...each cabinet should be field tested at the time of installation, and

at least annually thereafter.  In addition, recertification should be

performed whenever HEPA filters are changed, maintenance repairs are

made to internal parts, or a cabinet is relocated."

The field tests to be performed are listed as:

Tests related to containment (personnel and environmental protection):

Downflow velocity profile test

Inflow velocity test

Airflow smoke patterns

HEPA filter leak test

Cabinet leak test (only when newly installed, relocated or after removal

of panels)

Tests related to worker comfort and safety:

Electrical leakage, ground circuit resistance, polarity tests

Lighting intensity

Vibration

Noise level

 ----------

From: Madeline J. Dalrymple

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject: Re: BSC Inspections

Date: Thursday, April 16, 1998 1:56PM

What exactly needs to be checked "at least annually" in biosafety

cabinets.  My IBC discussed this at our last meeting.  One reputable

member researched recertification requirements and concluded that air

flow needs to be checked.   Other aspects of typical recertification

requiring decontamination may not be required.  The thought by the

researchers, of course, is to save money on recertifying.

        I was looking into my information to see exactly how

"recertification"

was defined  when this thread came up and thought I might as well ask

the group.

Madeline

Madeline Dalrymple

Biological Safety Officer, Environmental Health and Safety

University of Wyoming, Laramie, WY 82071

307-766-2723 (fax 307-766-5678)

email:  dalrympl@uwyo.edu

 ----------

From: Madeline J. Dalrymple

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject: Re: BSC Inspections

Date: Thursday, April 16, 1998 1:56PM

What exactly needs to be checked "at least annually" in biosafety

cabinets.  My IBC discussed this at our last meeting.  One reputable

member researched recertification requirements and concluded that air

flow needs to be checked.   Other aspects of typical recertification

requiring decontamination may not be required.  The thought by the

researchers, of course, is to save money on recertifying.

        I was looking into my information to see exactly how

"recertification"

was defined  when this thread came up and thought I might as well ask

the group.

Madeline

Madeline Dalrymple

Biological Safety Officer, Environmental Health and Safety

University of Wyoming, Laramie, WY 82071

307-766-2723 (fax 307-766-5678)

email:  dalrympl@uwyo.edu

http://safety.uwyo.edu/ehs/

>----------

>From:  Deborah Dagan[SMTP:ddagan@BAKERCO.COM]

>Sent:  Thursday, April 16, 1998 12:38 PM

>To:    BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>Subject:       Re: BSC Inspections

>

>NSF makes the following statement in Annex F to NSF Standard 49:

>"each cabinet should be field tested at the time of installation, and

at

>least annually thereafter.  In addition, recertification should be

performed

>....

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 16 Apr 1998 17:41:42 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         john Keene <jkeene@EROLS.COM>

Subject:      Re: BSC Inspections

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Another example of the fox watching the hen-house.  Researchers want to

save money on the certification of one of the most important pieces of

safety equipment in their labs.  NSF standard 49 spells out what should

be tested for certification, if the cabinet is not up to specifications

there is a potential for personnel, environmental and research

contamination.

I've never figured out why researchers should have to pay to have their

safety cabinets certified anyway.  Isn't the employer bound by

regulation (OSHA) to ensure appropriate function of engineering controls

used to protect personnel?  The money for certification of these units

should be budgeted by the institution and the institution should see

that they are done as often as necessary, meaning at least yearly, or as

determined by the safety personnel following a realistic risk assessment

of the work being done and the potential for serious problems should the

device fail.
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Millis, Nick" <ssdnsm@MSMAIL.TTUHSC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: BSC certification

I might be wrong, but I seem to recall 6 month certification schedule

 required by JACHO for neonatal dietary formulation, possibly

 pharmacutical preparations, and by OSHA for working with antineoplastic

 agents.  Feel free to correct me if this is not correct.

Nick S. Millis

TTUHSC

ssdnsm@ttuhsc.edu

>I have heard two different standards with regards to certification of BSC

>and laminar flow hoods.

>

>One source said every 6 months the other said every 12 months.

>

>The question is how often must my BSC be recertified?

>

>Thank you

>

>Richard Mann, DVM

>VMO

>VA Northport, NY

>516 261 4400 2878

>e-mail mann.richard@northport.va.gov
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Thought the following announcement from  ASM may be of interest to all of us.

>

>       The American Society for Microbiology (ASM) is pleased to

>announce that the full text of the journals

>

>               Applied and Environmental Microbiology

>               Infection and Immunity

>               Journal of Bacteriology

>               Journal of Virology

>               Molecular and Cellular Biology

>

>       is now available online at:

>

>               http://www.journals.asm.org/

>

>       Access to the full-text articles on the site is free through

>December 1998.  Thereafter, full-text access will be limited to

>individual member or institutional subscribers.

>

>       The full text of the other 5 ASM journals will be available

>online

>

>       in June 1998:

>       Microbiology and Molecular Biology Reviews

>

>       in July 1998:

>       Antimicrobial Agents and Chemotherapy

>       Clinical and Diagnostic Laboratory Immunology

>       Clinical Microbiology Reviews

>       Journal of Clinical Microbiology

>

>       Readers in many countries in Europe and Asia will find speedier

>service available at

>

>               http://intl-journals.asm.org/

>

>       Each ASM online journal contains the same content as the print

>journal, including all figures and tables.  In  addition, the full text

>is searchable by keyword, and the cited references include hyperlinks to

>Medline and to the full text of many other online journals.

>

>       Online full-text content begins with the January 1998 issues;

>abstracts and tables of contents are online back to 1992.  All online

>content is searchable.

>

>       Each issue will be placed online on or immediately after the day

>the print issue is mailed, providing faster access.  Readers can

>register to receive an alert e-mail message that will notify them when

>an issue is loaded online or to receive the table of contents of a newly

>published issue.

>

>       We encourage you, on your first visit to the sites, to "sign the

>guestbook." This will take only a minute or two, and will give us

>helpful information about who the online readers are and how they are

>connecting to us.  In addition, we would appreciate comments, critiques,

>questions, or suggestions from you; these can be sent via the Feedback

>button found on all pages of the site.  Feedback from readers will help

>us decide what new features would be most valuable for the site and how

>well it is working for its readers.

>

>       Please do not reply to this message.  You may send questions

>directly to the e-journals production staff at ejournals@asmusa.org.

>       -----

>

>       Barbara H. Iglewski, Ph.D., Chair, Publications Board

>       Linda M. Illig, Director, ASM Journals

>

Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

Biosafty List Owner

rfink@mit.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 20 Apr 1998 08:02:17 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Erik Talley <erik@CEHS.SIU.EDU>

Subject:      BBP Standard and it's relation to custodial workers

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

After some recent training for building services employees at Physical

Plant, I have had several questions about the BBP standard and its

applicability. Having trained several hundred people in a few days, this

is my first major training in the biosafety world.

At Southern Illinois University, Building Service Workers (custodians)

have been classified in group 3 of 3 groups in our occupational exposure

control plan: JOB CLASSIFICATIONS IN WHICH SOME EMPLOYEES MAY HAVE RARE

OCCUPATIONAL EXPOSURE. Most of the employees do not get the HBV Vacc.

and are given awareness level training which teaches them how to

identify potentially infectious material and stay away from it. They are

suppose to call their supervisor who will dispatch one of the Bldg

service workers who has the shot and additional training to clean it up.

Student workers, who do similar jobs to custodians, do not receive the

vaccine and are also told to call supervisor for blood cleanup.

OSHA says the following about custodial workers and bloodborne pathogens

"While OSHA does not generally consider maintenance personnel and

janitorial staff employed in non-health care facilities to have

occupational exposure, it is the employer's responsibility to determine

which job classifications or specific tasks and procedures involve

occupational exposure. For example, OSHA expects products such as

discarded sanitary napkins to be discarded into waste containers which

are lined in such a way as to prevent contact with the contents. But at

the same time, the employer must determine if employees can come into

contact with blood during the normal handling of such products from

initial pick-up through disposal in the outgoing trash. If OSHA

determines, on a case-by-case basis, that sufficient evidence of

reasonably anticipated exposure exists, the employer will be held

responsible for providing the protections of 29 CFR 1910.1030 to the

employees with occupational exposure.

I have the following questions to help me see where other schools are

and clarify some issues. Some are directed to schools since they address

student workers.

1. Do you offer all full-time (non student) building service workers the

HBV Vaccination?

2. If so, do you offer it because you feel you have to with regards to

the BBP standard or because "it's a good idea"

3. Do you offer the vaccine to student workers?

Also, I have another question with regard to potential exposure. From

the above OSHA statement, it appears that sanitary napkins placed in a

lined container would not be an issue following standard protocol

(gloves, etc). If the sanitary napkin were on the floor and I used

mechanical means to pick it up, would it be an issue with regard to

potential exposure? The question I got from several janitors who do not

have the shot was when I see a small amount of blood on a stool can't I

spray some 10% bleach on it and use my toilet bowl brush to wash it into

the toilet? My response would be as long as you are using mechanical

means, it should be ok. Is this right? I understand there a many

scenarios and since OSHA leaves there standards non-specific we each

need to determine what the hazard level is.

One last question, does anyone know of other information available which

discusses the relative risk of exposure to a janitor or other

maintenance worker in a bathroom? I understand the risk is very low if

you wear gloves, etc. as we require. the only exposure I know of that we

have had in a bathroom is from a needlestick (trash bag).

Thanks for your help. Being newer to biosafety, I have learned a lot

from this list.

Erik

_________________________________

Erik Talley, Assistant Director

Center for Environmental Health & Safety

Southern Illinois University

erik@cehs.siu.edu
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Hi Erik,

At the WVU Health Sciences Center, we offer HBV vaccination to *all*

custodial and physical plant personnel. This may be overkill from the

safety standpoint, but it helps morale and prevents lawsuits. Of course,

this is a medical school and there are clinics in the building. On the

main campus, I do not believe that the custodial staff receives HBV.

We would vaccinate student workers if they were likely to be exposed to

human tissue or serum.

--

Andrew F. Cockburn, PhD

Director of Biological Safety

West Virginia University

Box 9004

Morgantown, WV 26506-9004

Phone 304-293-7157

FAX   304-293-8611

email acockbur@wvu.edu
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Interesting set of questions.

It pains me to admit that our large hospital continues to have Building

Service workers stuck by needles improperly discarded into regular trash.

My safety director has this imaginative follow up procedure whereby the

head nurse on the unit with the offending trash has to personally sort

through the rest of that trash container so that she can try to identify

the health care worker who made the disposal error.  This reduces repeat

violations on a given unit, but we still have these accidents.  We offer

hepatitis B vaccine to all building service workers.  My bilingual staff

has made big inroads into the resistance these Hispanic workers tend to

have about reporting injuries and accepting vaccinations.

We also offer vaccines of all types to students.  My rule of thumb is that

they must be employed by the Cancer Center long enough to get a likely

benefit from immunization - usually at least two months for vaccines like

hepatitis B.  They are handling our hazardous materials and they deserve to

be protected.  Although our university system has "rules" that require all

students to be fully vaccinated before enrollment, the reality is that

we've got students here from all over the world,  only loosely supervised

by our central student affairs office.

Georgia Thomas, M.D., M.P.H.

Director, Employee Health

M.D. Anderson Cancer Center

Houston Texas
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If anyone out there is interested, the Ernest Orlando Lawrence  Berkeley

National Laboratory is having an opening as an Biosafety Specialist (Job

#EHS5698FL). For more information, contact the human resource office. See

the LBNL Website address:

http://www.lbl.gov/LBL-Documents/CJOs/ehs0000idx.html

A, Jin, BSO

Lawrence Livermore National Laboratories
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Is it a good idea to sterilize/decontaminate utensils (pipetmen,

etc) under UV light in a BSC?  If so, what duration of UV light is

sufficient to decontaminate pipetmen used for experiments with human and

primate liver cytosol?

Sheila Healy

Molecular & Cellular Biology

University of Arizona

Tucson, AZ 85721

(520)621-7566

FAX (520)621-3709

healy@u.arizona.edu
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I don't recommend "sterilizing" anything by UV unless it's absolutely

necessary and there are no other reasonable alternatives.  It's a

generally misunderstood and misused form of sterilization that can be

effective under carefully defined and controlled conditions that are

rarely met in practice.  In addition, I prefer to protect anything with

exposed plastic components from UV light because of the tendency of many

types of plastic to cloud, become brittle or otherwise degrade on UV

exposure.

I'd love to hear any dissenting opinions - I like to be convinced that

things aren't as bad as I think they are...

-----------------------------------------------

Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D., CBSP

Biosafety Officer

U.C. San Francisco

415-476-2097

glennf@ehsmail.ucsf.edu

> -----Original Message-----

> From: Sheila M Healy [SMTP:healy@U.ARIZONA.EDU]

> Sent: Tuesday, April 21, 1998 10:34 AM

> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:      uv = decontamination?

>

> Is it a good idea to sterilize/decontaminate utensils (pipetmen,

> etc) under UV light in a BSC?  If so, what duration of UV light is

> sufficient to decontaminate pipetmen used for experiments with human

> and

> primate liver cytosol?

>

> Sheila Healy

> Molecular & Cellular Biology

> University of Arizona

> Tucson, AZ 85721

> (520)621-7566

> FAX (520)621-3709

> healy@u.arizona.edu
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Hi,

One of our researchers heard a rumor that Baxter Scientific is recalling

Bovine Serum Albumin  due to contamination with a potentially hazardous

agent.   I have not heard anything about this.  Have any of you?

Thanks,

Lindsey Kayman, CIH

Campus Safety Manager, UMDNJ-EOHSS

(732) 235-4058
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     My guess is that uv would not be the best way to go.  If you are

     concerned about microbial, cellular, or nucleic acid contamination,

     it's the stuff in the barrel, and possibly behind the tip ejector,

     that you have to worry about.  I would suggest that a chemical

     disinfectant that is compatible with the plastic in the pipettor be

     used to soak the barrel and business end of the device.  After the

     appropriate contact time, wash and rinse clean, reassemble the device

     and go back to work.  You might need to alternate two sets of

     pipettors.  If you do decon frequently, you should consider

     recalibrating the pipettor or at least checking for accurate

     measurement more frequently than you do now.  I would guess, every

     three months.

     In direct response to your question, I think it is a BAD idea to

     sterilize/decontaminate ANYTHING using the UV light that may be

     installed in a BSC.  I believe I read a comment a few weeks ago that

     UV lights should be removed, and I agree.

     Donald R. Callihan, Ph.D.

     Senior Clinical Microbiologist and

        Biosafety Officer

     Becton Dickinson MSC-982

     P.O. Box 999

     Sparks, MD 21152-0999

     Phone: 410.773.6684

     Fax: 410.773.6446

     e-mail: Don_Callihan@ms.bd.com

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: uv = decontamination?

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>  at ms.bd.com

Date:    4/21/98 10:33 AM

Is it a good idea to sterilize/decontaminate utensils (pipetmen,

etc) under UV light in a BSC?  If so, what duration of UV light is

sufficient to decontaminate pipetmen used for experiments with human and

primate liver cytosol?

Sheila Healy

Molecular & Cellular Biology

University of Arizona

Tucson, AZ 85721

(520)621-7566

FAX (520)621-3709

healy@u.arizona.edu
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This is address for their press releases, etc. There is one there for a

recombinant growth factor but not bovine serum albumin.

http://159.198.254.33/crawler.dup

Melinda Young

UW Seattle.
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Re the removal of UV lights from BSC's, better check with the

manufacturer.  Although it well accepted that they are not necessary,

the removal could cause problems with airflow geometry of the cabinet,

or depending on how they are attached to the cabinet, result in damage

to the integrity of the cabinet.  I'd suggest just not using them, not

removing them.
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Agreed, UV is greatly overrated in its practical sterilization

properties.  When you consider its lack of penetrating power, rather

narrow window of wavelength activity, relatively short bulb life and all

the other parameters that have to be met for it to be effective, it's

not worth anything.
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At MIT we consider building service workers as having the potential for

exposure to BBP and so are trained and offered the vaccination.  They have

potential exposure as the contact needle and syringes, and are called on to

clean up blood after accidents.  Whether they are student employees or

nonstudent, they are still employees.  We also train and vaccinate students

who are doing research with potentially infectious materials since it makes

little sense to protect employees and not our students who often have a far

greater risk.

 At 08:02 AM 4/20/98 -0500, you wrote:

>After some recent training for building services employees at Physical

>Plant, I have had several questions about the BBP standard and its

>applicability. Having trained several hundred people in a few days, this

>is my first major training in the biosafety world.

>

<SNIP>>_________________________________

>Erik Talley, Assistant Director

>Center for Environmental Health & Safety

>Southern Illinois University

>erik@cehs.siu.edu

>

Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

Assoc. Biosafety Officer

Mass. Inst. of Tech.

617-258-5647

rfink@mit.edu
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At the University of Washington we extend the BBP standard to many of our

Facility Service workers as well. One group you may not be thinking about

are your gardeners and grounds staff.  We have a drug using transient

population that frequents our grounds and there needs to be a "needle

awareness" for those staff members.

Another concern:

I'd like to know more about what EHS is doing for students and especially

undergraduates working in research labs. We are getting more and more

requests to do safety training for these students. We currently do a one

day Lab Safety Seminar for all graduate students in the fall but recently

have been noticing more and more undergraduates in the labs.

At the same time we have others in our department saying they are not

employees-its the PI's responsibility.

Last summer we had a needlestick incident in a waste room that appears to

be caused by no one taking the time to say to the undergraduate "This is a

sharps container-make sure the needles end up here and not in a waste

bag."

What are you doing if anything?

Melinda

______________________________________________________________________________

Melinda Young                           University of Washington

Biosafety Supervisor                    Environmental Health and Safety

Prevention and Assessment Office        Box 354400

biosafe@u.washington.edu                Seattle, WA 98195-4400
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At 07:46 AM 4/22/98 -0700, you wrote:

<SNIP>

>Another concern:

>

>I'd like to know more about what EHS is doing for students and especially

>undergraduates working in research labs. We are getting more and more

>requests to do safety training for these students. We currently do a one

<SNIP>

>Melinda

>___________________________________________________________________________

___

>

>Melinda Young                           University of Washington

>Biosafety Supervisor                    Environmental Health and Safety

>Prevention and Assessment Office        Box 354400

>biosafe@u.washington.edu                Seattle, WA 98195-4400

>

At MIT we train the following employees:

Building services

Grounds (due to needles, accidents, suicides)

Campus Police

Plumbers

Confined space rescue team

Athletics (trainers and coaches - lots of blood exposure)

Medical Dept. (in conjunction with medical)

Property Office personnel (they enter labs and handle potentially

contaminated equipment)

Clinical Research personnel.

Principle Investigators working with blood, etc.

Nonemployees:

ALL students (post doc, grad, undergrad) working with blood, etc.

We train/retrain around 7 or 8 hundred per year.  We will train one on one

or a group (we try to group folks together but that is not always

possible).  At the beginning of the BBP era, MIT decided that it could not

ethically or morally restrict the training and vaccination just to

employees.  The population that is at the greatest risk are the

nonemployees.

Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

Assoc. Biosafety Officer

Mass. Inst. of Tech.

617-258-5647

rfink@mit.edu
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Glenn:  Your statement is superb!  UV is not for the novice to use in

achieving sterilization unless proven, quality control and process

certification using appropriate test microbes are employed.  Amen!

Joe Coggin

USA College of Medicine

Dept. Microbiology and Immunology

Mobile, AL

 On

Tue, 21 Apr 1998, Funk, Glenn wrote:

> I don't recommend "sterilizing" anything by UV unless it's absolutely

> necessary and there are no other reasonable alternatives.  It's a

> generally misunderstood and misused form of sterilization that can be

> effective under carefully defined and controlled conditions that are

> rarely met in practice.  In addition, I prefer to protect anything with

> exposed plastic components from UV light because of the tendency of many

> types of plastic to cloud, become brittle or otherwise degrade on UV

> exposure.

>

> I'd love to hear any dissenting opinions - I like to be convinced that

> things aren't as bad as I think they are...

>

> -----------------------------------------------

> Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D., CBSP

> Biosafety Officer

> U.C. San Francisco

> 415-476-2097

> glennf@ehsmail.ucsf.edu

>

>

> > -----Original Message-----

> > From: Sheila M Healy [SMTP:healy@U.ARIZONA.EDU]

> > Sent: Tuesday, April 21, 1998 10:34 AM

> > To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> > Subject:      uv = decontamination?

> >

> > Is it a good idea to sterilize/decontaminate utensils (pipetmen,

> > etc) under UV light in a BSC?  If so, what duration of UV light is

> > sufficient to decontaminate pipetmen used for experiments with human

> > and

> > primate liver cytosol?

> >

> > Sheila Healy

> > Molecular & Cellular Biology

> > University of Arizona

> > Tucson, AZ 85721

> > (520)621-7566

> > FAX (520)621-3709

> > healy@u.arizona.edu

>
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We train all individuals that  for one reason or another fall in the range

of exposure levels or potential exposure level according to the BBP

standard. If they are undergrad, grad students, etc. it does not matter. The

issue here is potential exposure considerations, and obviously the HPB

vaccination is offered.

Thank you.

-----Original Message-----

From: Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Date: Wednesday, April 22, 1998 12:13 PM

Subject: Re: BBP Standard and it's relation to custodial workers

>At 07:46 AM 4/22/98 -0700, you wrote:

><SNIP>

>>Another concern:

>>

>>I'd like to know more about what EHS is doing for students and especially

>>undergraduates working in research labs. We are getting more and more

>>requests to do safety training for these students. We currently do a one

><SNIP>

>>Melinda

>>__________________________________________________________________________

_

>___

>>

>>Melinda Young                           University of Washington

>>Biosafety Supervisor                    Environmental Health and Safety

>>Prevention and Assessment Office        Box 354400

>>biosafe@u.washington.edu                Seattle, WA 98195-4400

>>

>At MIT we train the following employees:

>

>Building services

>Grounds (due to needles, accidents, suicides)

>Campus Police

>Plumbers

>Confined space rescue team

>Athletics (trainers and coaches - lots of blood exposure)

>Medical Dept. (in conjunction with medical)

>Property Office personnel (they enter labs and handle potentially

>contaminated equipment)

>Clinical Research personnel.

>Principle Investigators working with blood, etc.

>

>Nonemployees:

>ALL students (post doc, grad, undergrad) working with blood, etc.

>

>We train/retrain around 7 or 8 hundred per year.  We will train one on one

>or a group (we try to group folks together but that is not always

>possible).  At the beginning of the BBP era, MIT decided that it could not

>ethically or morally restrict the training and vaccination just to

>employees.  The population that is at the greatest risk are the

>nonemployees.

>

>

>

>Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

>Assoc. Biosafety Officer

>Mass. Inst. of Tech.

>617-258-5647

>rfink@mit.edu
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Hi everyone!

I'm putting together specifications for a new biowaste treatment facility

and I need to make some initial recommendations on cold/frozen storage

areas.  Does anyone out there have a manufacturer/rep of walk-in coolers

and/or freezers they'd care to recommend? Or any bad experiences with

certain products you want to share?

Thanks a lot!!!

LouAnn

-------------------------------------------------------------------

LouAnn C. Burnett

Assistant Director, Environmental Health & Safety

Biological Safety Section

Division of Environmental Health & Safety

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

217-244-7362 (office)     217-244-6594 (fax)

--------------------------------------------------------------------
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Hi there

        Any of you had complaints from researchers on noise of air blowing from

laminar air flow hoods?  We measured 65 decibels --  below the 85 dB

action limit.  Hearing protection is never-the-less being prepared for

the researcher.

Our industrial hygienist wants to know if this is a common complaint.

        Thanks -- Madeline

Madeline Dalrymple

Biological Safety Officer, Environmental Health and Safety

University of Wyoming, Laramie, WY 82071

307-766-2723 (fax 307-766-5678)

email:  dalrympl@uwyo.edu

http://safety.uwyo.edu/ehs/
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Herzing Bliss BM <bliss.herzing@PHWILM.ZENECA.COM>

Subject:      BBP annual training

New to the Biosafety Field and having to conduct the BBP annual training

for those employees exposed:

I was looking for ideas/suggestions for training.  Such as videos people

really enjoyed showing to their group of scientists or any standardized

version of training anyone has seen (even corny shows that may liven up

the audience without getting too sidetracked from the awareness

training).

I appreciate the help!!

Bliss Herzing

Bliss M. Herzing

Biosafety Specialist

LW Basement

(302)886-2185

FAX:(302)886-2909

email: bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Nancy Cormier <ncormier@VRII.COM>

Organization: Virus Research Institute, INC.

Subject:      Re: BBP annual training
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Hi,

I have a homemaed video that I show our employees each year.  They

enjoy seeing themselves and their co-workersacting out various

situations.  The favorites are an enactment of a spill resulting in a

broken tube and a needlestick injury.  Perhaps you could get some

volunteers to rehearse and act out a similar situation.  Good Luck!

Nancy
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Alfred L. 'Al' Jin" <e442242@POPEYE.LLNL.GOV>

Subject:      Re: BBP annual training

In-Reply-To:  <c=GB%a=TMAILUK%p=ZENECA%l=USUWPHMSX08-980423163825Z-2322@usuwphmsxhub02.u

              suwph.zeneca.com>
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Bliss,

Oklahoma State has a pretty good BBP module on the web

(http://www.pp.okstate.edu/ehs/modules/bbp1.htm) but we have a better one

at LLNL (http://www-training.llnl.gov/training/hc/BBP/BBP.html). With their

permission, we adopted their information and improved it. Our BBP module

has a few glicks in it but should be fixed by next week. You may want to

modify our module to customize one for yourself. Just contact our Training

people for our permission first.

Please note that the use of Web base training is used more as a refresher

course. I would recommended personal training whenever possible and be

available for Q & A. That's one of the biggest concerns regarding web base

training or Computer based training (CBT). Any comment on our module would

be appreciated so I may improve on it. Just contact me at Jin2@llnl.gov

AJin, BSO/IH, MS, CM(AAM), M(ASCP)

Lawrence Livermore National Laboratories

>New to the Biosafety Field and having to conduct the BBP annual training

>for those employees exposed:

>

>I was looking for ideas/suggestions for training.  Such as videos people

>really enjoyed showing to their group of scientists or any standardized

>version of training anyone has seen (even corny shows that may liven up

>the audience without getting too sidetracked from the awareness

>training).

>

>I appreciate the help!!

>Bliss Herzing

>Bliss M. Herzing

>Biosafety Specialist

>LW Basement

>(302)886-2185

>FAX:(302)886-2909

>email: bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 23 Apr 1998 12:16:54 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Joseph H. Coggin Jr." <jcoggin@JAGUAR1.USOUTHAL.EDU>

Subject:      Re: BBP annual training

In-Reply-To:  <c=GB%a=TMAILUK%p=ZENECA%l=USUWPHMSX08-980423163825Z-2322@usuwphmsxhub02.usuwph.zeneca.com>
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Dear Herzing:

I developed a detailed BBP training program over the past ten years which

"ComplyNOW",a software company in Birmingham, AL has converted to a new CD

Rom BBP biosafety training program.  Contact Cecil Ingram at

cingram@complynow.com for details if you are interested.  Be aware that I

get royalties from sales so I am biased.

Sincerely

Joe Coggin

On Thu, 23 Apr 1998, Herzing Bliss BM wrote:

> New to the Biosafety Field and having to conduct the BBP annual training

> for those employees exposed:

>

> I was looking for ideas/suggestions for training.  Such as videos people

> really enjoyed showing to their group of scientists or any standardized

> version of training anyone has seen (even corny shows that may liven up

> the audience without getting too sidetracked from the awareness

> training).

>

> I appreciate the help!!

> Bliss Herzing

> Bliss M. Herzing

> Biosafety Specialist

> LW Basement

> (302)886-2185

> FAX:(302)886-2909

> email: bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com

>
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: BBP annual training

In-Reply-To:  <Pine.3.88.9804231253.A6785-0100000@jaguar1.usouthal.edu>
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The only thing the standard requires is an annual review of the exposure

control plan  and that all employees be advised of any changes made.  We

also strongly advise that everyone involved be made to read their site

specific exposure control plan on a yearly basis.

Bob

>Dear Herzing:

>

>I developed a detailed BBP training program over the past ten years which

>"ComplyNOW",a software company in Birmingham, AL has converted to a new CD

>Rom BBP biosafety training program.  Contact Cecil Ingram at

>cingram@complynow.com for details if you are interested.  Be aware that I

>get royalties from sales so I am biased.

>

>Sincerely

>

>Joe Coggin

>

>On Thu, 23 Apr 1998, Herzing Bliss BM wrote:

>

>> New to the Biosafety Field and having to conduct the BBP annual training

>> for those employees exposed:

>>

>> I was looking for ideas/suggestions for training.  Such as videos people

>> really enjoyed showing to their group of scientists or any standardized

>> version of training anyone has seen (even corny shows that may liven up

>> the audience without getting too sidetracked from the awareness

>> training).

>>

>> I appreciate the help!!

>> Bliss Herzing

>> Bliss M. Herzing

>> Biosafety Specialist

>> LW Basement

>> (302)886-2185

>> FAX:(302)886-2909

>> email: bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com

>>

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Melinda Young <biosafe@U.WASHINGTON.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Hearing and Laminar Flow Hoods

In-Reply-To:  <c=US%a=_%p=UWYO%l=TELEGRAPH-980423163224Z-245066@telegraph.uwyo.edu>
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Are these biological safety cabinets?

The noise level standard from NSF standard 49 is 67dbA(measured 12" in front

of BSC 15" above the worksurface at the center of BSC)with a maximum

background noise of 57dbA.

Melinda

On Thu, 23 Apr 1998, Madeline J. Dalrymple wrote:

> Hi there

>         Any of you had complaints from researchers on noise of air blowing from

> laminar air flow hoods?  We measured 65 decibels --  below the 85 dB

> action limit.  Hearing protection is never-the-less being prepared for

> the researcher.

> Our industrial hygienist wants to know if this is a common complaint.

>         Thanks -- Madeline

>

> Madeline Dalrymple

> Biological Safety Officer, Environmental Health and Safety

> University of Wyoming, Laramie, WY 82071

> 307-766-2723 (fax 307-766-5678)

> email:  dalrympl@uwyo.edu

> http://safety.uwyo.edu/ehs/

>

______________________________________________________________________________

Melinda Young                           University of Washington

Biosafety Supervisor                    Environmental Health and Safety

Prevention and Assessment Office        Box 354400

biosafe@u.washington.edu                Seattle, WA 98195-4400

(206)543-7278-voice mail

(206)543-3351-fax                       Office:Rm 411 of Hall Health Center

(206)543-9510-answered by real person 8-5 weekdays

my schedule 7:45-4:45
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Madeline J. Dalrymple" <Dalrympl@UWYO.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Hearing and Laminar Flow Hoods
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It was asked:  "Are these biological safety cabinets?"

Truly -- a laminar flow hood.  The researcher called it "a hood" so our

chemical safety and industrial hygienist responded, who after seeing the

device called it a biosafety cabinet, and so reported it back to me.

But they described air blowing out (I got worried!) and no front grille.

:-)

I have federal standard #209B 1973  "Clean Room and Work Station

Requirements, Controlled Environment." Any other references I should

have regarding these?

Thanks -- Madeline

>

>> Hi there

>>         Any of you had complaints from researchers on noise of air blowing

>>from

> laminar air flow hoods?  We measured 65 decibels ....

>

>> Biological Safety Officer, Environmental Health and Safety

>> University of Wyoming, Laramie, WY 82071

>> 307-766-2723 (fax 307-766-5678)

>> email:  dalrympl@uwyo.edu

>> http://safety.uwyo.edu/ehs/

>>

>
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Funk, Glenn" <GLENNF@EHSMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Eppies

MIME-Version: 1.0
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Do any of you treat used Eppendorf-type pipettor tips as sharps waste?

If not, do you require special discard containment for them?  If you

allow them to be red-bagged without special containment, have you had

any bag puncture/leak problems?  Thanks in advance for your feedback.

-----------------------------------------------

Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D., CBSP

Biosafety Officer

U.C. San Francisco

415-476-2097

glennf@ehsmail.ucsf.edu
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Date:         Thu, 23 Apr 1998 15:47:59 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Herzing Bliss BM <bliss.herzing@PHWILM.ZENECA.COM>

Subject:      Re: Eppies

We place our tips in the sharps container. The policy was in place

before I came to this position - but I believe for simplistic disposal

and definitely for safety of the waste handlers they are disposed of in

this manner.  I am always interested to hear of other procedures.

Bliss M. Herzing

Biosafety Specialist

LW Basement

(302)886-2185

FAX:(302)886-2909

email: bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com

>----------

>From:  Funk, Glenn[SMTP:GLENNF@EHSMAIL.UCSF.EDU]

>Sent:  Thursday, April 23, 1998 2:53 PM

>To:    BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>Subject:       Eppies

>

>Do any of you treat used Eppendorf-type pipettor tips as sharps waste?

>If not, do you require special discard containment for them?  If you

>allow them to be red-bagged without special containment, have you had

>any bag puncture/leak problems?  Thanks in advance for your feedback.

>

>-----------------------------------------------

>Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D., CBSP

>Biosafety Officer

>U.C. San Francisco

>415-476-2097

>glennf@ehsmail.ucsf.edu

>
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Carla ALVARADO <carla.alvarado@CCMAIL.ADP.WISC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: BBP Training
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I am not a biosafety person but have 20 years infection control experience and

now manage the Occ Health Program-UW Safety Dept. The Bloodborne Pathogens

program at the University of Wisconsin-Madison is part of the Occupational

Health Program.  The UW-Madison is very large, so in addition to scheduled

training lectures, we have a web site for BBP training folks can do at their

convenience.

        http://www.wisc.edu/bbp

I welcome your group to look at it, use it and provide us feedback on the site.

Carla J. Alvarado, MS, CIC

Occ Health-Safety Department

University of Wisconsin-Madison

carla.alvarado@mail.admin.wisc.edu
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Linda B. Wolfe" <lwolfe@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Eppies

In-Reply-To:  <B1B814F6D9A7D111B0FB00A024E9DC65026F92@ehsmail.ucsf.EDU>
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Glenn,

        At MIT we designate the eppendorf tips and rigid plastic disposable

pipettes as sharps.  The Massachusetts regulation on lab wastes defines

sharps as:  "Discarded medical articles that may cause puncture or cuts,

including but not limited to all used and discarded hypodermic needles and

syringes, pasteur pipettes, broken medical glassware, scalpel blades,

disposable razors and suture needles."  We began including them after the

Service Staff experienced injuries while transporting bags containing them.

 Note that these plastics don't melt in our typical autoclave.

        Here the Scientists are responsible for: separating sharp from soft

biolgical wastes and packaging them as generated, autoclaving or chemically

decontaminating them, sealing and labeling the package.  The Service Staff

reads the labels and transports the decontaminated bags to one dumpster and

the decontaminated sharps containers or boxes to another dumpster.

        Hope this helps.

        Regards,

At 11:53 AM 4/23/98 -0700, you wrote:

>Do any of you treat used Eppendorf-type pipettor tips as sharps waste?

>If not, do you require special discard containment for them?  If you

>allow them to be red-bagged without special containment, have you had

>any bag puncture/leak problems?  Thanks in advance for your feedback.

>

>-----------------------------------------------

>Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D., CBSP

>Biosafety Officer

>U.C. San Francisco

>415-476-2097

>glennf@ehsmail.ucsf.edu

>

Linda B. Wolfe

Associate Biosafety Officer

MIT

77 Massachusetts Ave., 56-255

Cambridge, MA  02139-4307

General Office Line (617) 253-1740

Direct line(617) 258-5648

FAX (617) 258-5856
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Richard W. Gilpin, PhD, CBSP" <gilpin@WELCHLINK.WELCH.JHU.EDU>

Subject:      [Fwd: Biosafety Course Announcement Johns Hopkins University June

              22-26, 1998]
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Received: from welchlink.welch.jhu.edu ([128.220.79.128])

        by welchlink.welch.jhu.edu (8.8.7/8.8.5) with ESMTP id QAA06941;

        Wed, 11 Mar 1998 16:51:31 -0500 (EST)

Message-ID: <350707B7.3BD933F6@welchlink.welch.jhu.edu>

Date: Wed, 11 Mar 1998 16:52:55 -0500

From: "Richard W. Gilpin, Ph.D., C.B.S.P." <gilpin@welchlink.welch.jhu.edu>

Organization: Johns Hopkins Medicine

X-Mailer: Mozilla 4.04 [en] (Win95; I)
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To: Biosafety Discussion List <biosafty@mitvma.mit.edu>

Subject: Biosafety Course Announcement Johns Hopkins University June 22-26, 1998
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<HTML>

<HEAD>

<META HTTP-EQUIV=3D"Content-Type" CONTENT=3D"text/html; charset=3Dwindows=

-1252">

<META NAME=3D"Generator" CONTENT=3D"Microsoft Word 97">

<TITLE>BrochureJune1998</TITLE>

<META NAME=3D"Template" CONTENT=3D"C:\PROGRAM FILES\MICROSOFT OFFICE\OFFI=

CE\html.dot">

</HEAD>

<BODY LINK=3D"#0000ff" VLINK=3D"#800080">

<P>Control of BIOHAZARDS in the Research Laboratory</P>

<P>&nbsp;</P>

<P>June 22-26, 1998</P>

<P>&nbsp;</P>

<P>Presented by:</P>

<P>The Biosafety Division, Health, Safety &amp; Environment</P>

<P>The Center for Occupational &amp; Environmental Health</P>

<P>The Educational Resource Center in Occupational Safety and Health</P>

<P>&nbsp;</P>

<P>Introduction: The Control of Biohazards in the Research Laboratory is =

designed to provide instruction on the recognition and control of biohaza=

rds including infectious agents, oncogenic viruses, recombinant DNA, chem=

ical carcinogens and other toxic agents. The course is directed to safety=

 officers, clinical and biomedical laboratory supervisors, occupational m=

edicine physicians, bench scientists, industrial hygienists and technicia=

ns. Instruction will be provided in the practices and procedures of bioha=

zard control and in the organization, planning and implementation of a bi=

osafety program.</P>

<P>&nbsp;</P>

<P>Course Features:</P>

<P>This four and one-half day course consists of lectures, a laboratory e=

xercise and opportunities for informal discussions with course faculty, f=

or review of pertinent audiovisual materials and for examination of biosa=

fety equipment and devices. Theoretical background and basic principles w=

ill be covered.</P>

<P>&nbsp;</P>

<P>Subject Areas:</P>

<P>An overview of cell biology and host-parasite relationships</P>

<P>Hazard potential of infectious agents, recombinant DNA and oncogenic v=

iruses</P>

<P>Dissemination of contaminants</P>

<P>Equipment designed for safety</P>

<P>Containment concepts: primary and secondary barriers</P>

<P>Personal practices and hygiene</P>

<P>Universal precautions and bloodborne pathogens</P>

<P>Safe handling and housing of laboratory animals</P>

<P>Sterilization and disinfection</P>

<P>Emerging Diseases</P>

<P>Tuberculosis overview</P>

<P>Emergency procedures</P>

<P>Federal regulations involving laboratory safety</P>

<P>Packaging and shipment of biological materials.</P>

<P>&nbsp;</P>

<P>General Information</P>

<P>Dates: June 22-26, 1998</P>

<P>Place:</P>

<P>Omni Inner Harbor Hotel</P>

<P>101 West Fayette Street</P>

<P>Baltimore, MD 21201</P>

<P>(410) 752-1100</P>

<P>Registration: 8:00-8:30 a.m., Monday, June 22, 1998 </P>

<P>Fee: $1475 per person to include registration, continental breakfasts,=

 refreshments, 2 lunches and a banquet. All fees are payable in advance. =

A letter confirming enrollment will be sent to each registrant. Foreign p=

ayments must be made in a draft on a U.S. bank. Only one-half of the fee =

will be returned if withdrawal is made after May 20, 1998.</P>

<P>Course Credits: This program qualifies for 3 continuing education cred=

its from the Johns Hopkins University. This course also qualifies for 4.5=

 ABIH Certification Maintenance Credits. </P>

<P>Course Manual: A course manual will provide lecture outlines, data tab=

les and graphics used in the lectures, and supporting materials.</P>

<P>Social Functions: A complimentary banquet for registrants will be held=

 on Thursday will be held on Thursday, June 25. Guests are invited for a =

charge of $ 40.00.</P>

<P>Lodging: Accommodations have been reserved at the Omni Inner Harbor Ho=

tel. Rate: $159 Single or Double - guaranteed until May 25, 1997. </P>

<P>Note: The Johns Hopkins University reserves the right to cancel the co=

urse, in which case the enrollment fee will be refunded to the applicant.=

</P>

<P>Course Directors</P>

<P>Byron S. Tepper, Ph.D., CSP is the former Director of the Office of Sa=

fety and Environmental Health of The Johns Hopkins University and The Joh=

ns Hopkins Hospital. He was an Associate Professor of Environmental Healt=

h Sciences, The Johns Hopkins University School of Hygiene and Public Hea=

lth, and Associate Professor of Occupational Medicine, The Johns Hopkins =

University School of Medicine. He is a Fellow of the American Academy of =

Microbiology. Dr. Tepper is a microbiologist who entered the field of bio=

safety after 15 years of research on leprosy and other mycobacterial dise=

ases. He is a Certified Safety Professional with more than 25 years exper=

ience in biosafety, occupational safety and environmental health. He deve=

loped and has continuously directed the course "Control of Biohazards in =

the Research Laboratory" which has been presented at Johns Hopkins since =

1979. He is a charter member and a Past-President of the American Biologi=

cal Safety Association (ABSA). He is past president of the ABSA Chesapeak=

e Area Chapter and the Campus Safety Association (CSA). Dr. Tepper is a r=

ecognized consultant in biosafety, laboratory safety, laboratory design a=

nd hospital safety. He is currently the CEO of BioControl, Inc., environm=

ental health and safety consultants. </P>

<P>&nbsp;</P>

<P>Richard W. Gilpin, Ph.D., RBP, is Director, Biosafety Division, Depart=

ment of Health, Safety and Environment at Johns Hopkins University and Jo=

hns Hopkins Hospital. He is also Assistant Professor of Occupational Medi=

cine at the Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine. Dr. Gilpin is a =

basic/clinical/industrial research microbiologist with more than 25 years=

 experience in research, product development and environmental health. He=

 joined Hopkins nine years ago after managing a department of research an=

d development for a major in-vitro diagnostic manufacturer. Dr. Gilpin ha=

s developed and directed microbiology courses for medical students, gradu=

ate students, and pharmaceutical company marketing personnel. He is a Reg=

istered Biological Safety Professional and Councilor (Officer) of the Ame=

rican Biological Safety Association, and Past President of the Chesapeake=

 Area Biological Safety Association. He is a member of the American Socie=

ty for Microbiology (Certified in Biological Safety Microbiology by the A=

merican Academy of Microbiology), the American Society of Safety Engineer=

s, and the American Academy for the Advancement of Science. Dr. Gilpin is=

 a recognized consultant in environmental microbiology including environm=

ental monitoring of legionella bacteria, indoor fungi, laboratory and hos=

pital safety, and the role of microorganisms in indoor air quality.</P>

<P>&nbsp;</P>

<P>For Further Information Contact</P>

<P>Dr. Byron S. Tepper</P>

<P>Phone: (410) 828-6330</P>

<P>Fax: (410) 828-6331</P>

<P>or</P>

<P>Dr. Richard W. Gilpin</P>

<P>Phone: (410) 955-5918</P>

<P>Fax: (410) 955-5929</P>

<P>______________________________________________________________________=

_ </P>

<P>Course Registration Form - June 1998</P>

<P>Please mail remittance and completed registration to:</P>

<P>Becky Vaeth, Registrar</P>

<P>Center for Occupational and Environmental Health</P>

<P>The Johns Hopkins University</P>

<P>2024 E Monument Street, Suite 1-300</P>

<P>Baltimore, MD 21205-2223</P>

<P>Name:_________________________________________________________________=

_</P>

<P>Address:______________________________________________________________=

__</P>

<P>City: _____________________State: ____ Zip Code: _____________________=

_______</P>

<P>Telephone Number: ( )_____________________ Fax ( )____________________=

_____</P>

<P>Social Security Number:_______________________________________________=

________</P>

<P>Employer______________________________________________________________=

__</P>

<P>*Please make checks ($1,475 per person) payable to: JHU Biohazards Cou=

rse.</P>

<P>Check or purchase order must accompany registration form to guarantee =

enrollment in the course.</P>

<P>______________________________________________________________________=

_ </P>

<P>Hotel Reservation Form =96 June 1998</P>

<P>Please complete and mail to:</P>

<P>Omni Inner Harbor Hotel</P>

<P>101 W. Fayette Street </P>

<P>Baltimore, MD 21201</P>

<P>Telephone (800) THE-OMNI </P>

<P>I am enrolled in the Biohazards Course presented by the Johns Hopkins =

University, June 22-26, 1998. Please make the following reservation for m=

e. </P>

<P>Room Rates- $159 Single or Double, per night.</P>

<P>_____ Single(s) _____ Doubles for ______nights </P>

<P>Room rates guaranteed until May 25, 1998.</P>

<P>Name _________________________________________________________________=

_</P>

<P>Address ______________________________________________________________=

__</P>

<P>City State Zip Code __________________________________________________=

_____</P>

<P>Area Code/ Telephone Number __________________________________________=

____</P>

<P>Arrival Date _________________ Departure Date ________________________=

_______</P>

<P>Please hold my reservation for late arrival __________</P>

<P>Reservations may be guaranteed for late arrival by one night=92s depos=

it. Include check payable to the hotel or use major credit card.</P>

<P>AMEX________ VISA_________ MASTER CARD ________</P>

<P>Card #_____________________________________ Exp. Date_________________=

__</P>

<P>Signature____________________________________ Date________________</P>=

</BODY>

</HTML>

--------------AE30C2D7119A705439EEC610--

--------------A5C426006672D7902BB0FE2A--
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Date:         Thu, 23 Apr 1998 16:23:21 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Michael R. Betlach" <MBetlach@PROMEGA.COM>

Subject:      Re: Hearing and Laminar Flow Hoods

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

In my former job I had set up a small laboratory (approx 12 x 20 ft, if

memory serves) for environmental monitoring, with a laminar flow hood in

the lab. It too measured 65 dB, but a few technicians complained about

the noise and wanted to turn the hood off when not in use. Since the lab

was one of the first ones in use as the facility started up, there

wasn't much other 'background noise', so the hood noise was noticeable.

No hearing protection, but people did want to turn the unit off when not

in use.

Interestingly, radios and music in other labs often was much louder, 75

to 80 dB, to 'drown out' the background noise.

Michael Betlach

Promega Corp.

> -----Original Message-----

> From: Madeline J. Dalrymple [SMTP:Dalrympl@UWYO.EDU]

> Sent: Thursday, April 23, 1998 11:32 AM

> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:      Hearing and Laminar Flow Hoods

>

> Hi there

>         Any of you had complaints from researchers on noise of air

> blowing from

> laminar air flow hoods?  We measured 65 decibels --  below the 85 dB

> action limit.  Hearing protection is never-the-less being prepared for

> the researcher.

> Our industrial hygienist wants to know if this is a common complaint.

>         Thanks -- Madeline

>

> Madeline Dalrymple

> Biological Safety Officer, Environmental Health and Safety

> University of Wyoming, Laramie, WY 82071

> 307-766-2723 (fax 307-766-5678)

> email:  dalrympl@uwyo.edu

> http://safety.uwyo.edu/ehs/

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 23 Apr 1998 17:42:21 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Esmeralda Party <partye@ROCKVAX.ROCKEFELLER.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Eppies

In-Reply-To:  <B1B814F6D9A7D111B0FB00A024E9DC65026F92@ehsmail.ucsf.EDU>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

At 11:53 AM 4/23/1998 -0700, you wrote:

>Do any of you treat used Eppendorf-type pipettor tips as sharps waste?

>If not, do you require special discard containment for them?  If you

>allow them to be red-bagged without special containment, have you had

>any bag puncture/leak problems?  Thanks in advance for your feedback.

Glenn,

We ask that the P20 (yellow) tips be disposed of as sharps because they

easily pierce the bags of waste but the larger ones go into the bags of

solid waste.

********************************************

Esmeralda Party

Assistant Director

Biological & Radiation Safety Officer

The Rockefeller University

Laboratory Safety & Environmental Health

1230 York Avenue

New York, NY 10021

Phone: (212) 327-8324

Fax: (212) 327-8340

E-Mail: partye@rockvax.rockefeller.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 23 Apr 1998 16:29:12 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Melinda Young <biosafe@U.WASHINGTON.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Eppies

In-Reply-To:  <B1B814F6D9A7D111B0FB00A024E9DC65026F92@ehsmail.ucsf.EDU>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

We do not treat these tips as sharps waste but do use special handling.

All glass and plastic items are placed in cardboard boxes for disposal.

They would be red bagged in lab.  The bag is in a rigid container and

stays there to the autoclave.  After autoclaving the bag goes into a "lab

glass box" and is sealed with tape that ID's as lab glass so the custodial

staff can collect.

Melinda Young

On Thu, 23 Apr 1998, Funk, Glenn wrote:

> Do any of you treat used Eppendorf-type pipettor tips as sharps waste?

> If not, do you require special discard containment for them?  If you

> allow them to be red-bagged without special containment, have you had

> any bag puncture/leak problems?  Thanks in advance for your feedback.

>

> -----------------------------------------------

> Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D., CBSP

> Biosafety Officer

> U.C. San Francisco

> 415-476-2097

> glennf@ehsmail.ucsf.edu

>

______________________________________________________________________________

Melinda Young                           University of Washington

Biosafety Supervisor                    Environmental Health and Safety

Prevention and Assessment Office        Box 354400

biosafe@u.washington.edu                Seattle, WA 98195-4400

(206)543-7278-voice mail

(206)543-3351-fax                       Office:Rm 411 of Hall Health Center

(206)543-9510-answered by real person 8-5 weekdays

my schedule 7:45-4:45

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 24 Apr 1998 08:05:16 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Eppies

In-Reply-To:  <B1B814F6D9A7D111B0FB00A024E9DC65026F92@ehsmail.ucsf.EDU>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

I am not sure what an eppendorf tip is.  However,  we use a definition for

psuedosharps here.  a psuedosharp is anything that is not a sharp but gives

that general appearnce.  Psuedosharps are capable of making holes in trash

bags.  We require them to go in glass boxes, sharps containers or be placed

in the regular trash sealed in boxes, depending on what if any

contamination is present.

Bob

>Do any of you treat used Eppendorf-type pipettor tips as sharps waste?

>If not, do you require special discard containment for them?  If you

>allow them to be red-bagged without special containment, have you had

>any bag puncture/leak problems?  Thanks in advance for your feedback.

>

>-----------------------------------------------

>Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D., CBSP

>Biosafety Officer

>U.C. San Francisco

>415-476-2097

>glennf@ehsmail.ucsf.edu

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 24 Apr 1998 09:21:06 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Eppies

In-Reply-To:  <B1B814F6D9A7D111B0FB00A024E9DC65026F92@ehsmail.ucsf.EDU>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Hi Glenn,

At MIT, pipet tips are treated as sharp waste per request of  custodial

services.  Janitors have gotten puncture wounds from the tips being

disposed of in the regular trash.  So now all tips are disposed of in

either plastic sharp containers or in cardboard boxes.

At 11:53 AM 4/23/98 -0700, you wrote:

>Do any of you treat used Eppendorf-type pipettor tips as sharps waste?

>If not, do you require special discard containment for them?  If you

>allow them to be red-bagged without special containment, have you had

>any bag puncture/leak problems?  Thanks in advance for your feedback.

>

>-----------------------------------------------

>Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D., CBSP

>Biosafety Officer

>U.C. San Francisco

>415-476-2097

>glennf@ehsmail.ucsf.edu

>

Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

Assoc. Biosafety Officer

Mass. Inst. of Tech.

617-258-5647

rfink@mit.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 24 Apr 1998 14:05:11 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         john Keene <jkeene@EROLS.COM>

Subject:      Re: Eppies

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Anyone considering the disposal of medical waste of any type had best

review their state and local definitions of medical waste.  Each state

that has a medwaste reg has a specific definition of that waste that

must be followed.  In addition, many localities have gotten into the

medwaste regulatory framework and they have their own regs.

The real concern, however, with regard to the packaging of these items

is the probability of their disposal resulting in occupational injury

and possible infection.  No matter what anyone else is doing, review the

types of pipette tips that are being used at your institution and

determine the best way to dispose of them to minimize potential

occupational injury, that is consistent with applicable medwaste regs.

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 27 Apr 1998 15:41:42 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Judy Pointer <jpointer@NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Hearing and Laminar Flow Hoods

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Yes Madeline, it is a common complaint but the dB of every hood we measured

is well below the action limit for requiring hearing protection.  We don't

mandate hearing protection, but don't mind if they want to buy it and use

it - just for comfort sake.

Dalrympl@UWYO.EDU on 04/23/98 11:32:24 AM

Please respond to BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

cc:    (bcc: Judy M. Pointer/MDACC)

Subject:  Hearing and Laminar Flow Hoods

Hi there

        Any of you had complaints from researchers on noise of air blowing

        from

laminar air flow hoods?  We measured 65 decibels --  below the 85 dB

action limit.  Hearing protection is never-the-less being prepared for

the researcher.

Our industrial hygienist wants to know if this is a common complaint.

        Thanks -- Madeline

Madeline Dalrymple

Biological Safety Officer, Environmental Health and Safety

University of Wyoming, Laramie, WY 82071

307-766-2723 (fax 307-766-5678)

email:  dalrympl@uwyo.edu

http://safety.uwyo.edu/ehs/

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 27 Apr 1998 15:45:06 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Judy Pointer <jpointer@NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Hearing and Laminar Flow Hoods

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

The OSHA reg is 29 CFR 1910.95

Dalrympl@UWYO.EDU on 04/23/98 01:58:37 PM

Please respond to BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

cc:    (bcc: Judy M. Pointer/MDACC)

Subject:  Re: Hearing and Laminar Flow Hoods

It was asked:  "Are these biological safety cabinets?"

Truly -- a laminar flow hood.  The researcher called it "a hood" so our

chemical safety and industrial hygienist responded, who after seeing the

device called it a biosafety cabinet, and so reported it back to me.

But they described air blowing out (I got worried!) and no front grille.

:-)

I have federal standard #209B 1973  "Clean Room and Work Station

Requirements, Controlled Environment." Any other references I should

have regarding these?

Thanks -- Madeline

>

>> Hi there

>>         Any of you had complaints from researchers on noise of air

blowing

>>from

> laminar air flow hoods?  We measured 65 decibels ....

>

>> Biological Safety Officer, Environmental Health and Safety

>> University of Wyoming, Laramie, WY 82071

>> 307-766-2723 (fax 307-766-5678)

>> email:  dalrympl@uwyo.edu

>> http://safety.uwyo.edu/ehs/

>>

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 27 Apr 1998 15:29:00 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Dave Wilde <DAVE.WILDE@ROCHE.COM>

Subject:      Scalpel Blades -- Hazard While Changing

MIME-version: 1.0

Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII

     We have raised a concern with our histology and necropsy staff who

     routinely use scalpel blades to perform their work.  These researchers

     frequently change out scalpel blades with their hands.  The safety

     department has recommended the use of a tool (such as a hemostat or

     pliers) to perform this task in order to reduce the possibility of

     cuts.  The researchers, however, are very comfortable using their

     hands to do this and feel the use of a hemostat or pliers is more

     awkward and could result in problems as well.

     Question:  Is anyone aware of a different system for scalpel blade

     removal which has better user acceptance and avoids direct contact of

     the blades with the fingers?  The scalpel blades in use are

     double-edge blades and size #22 and #60 blades.

     Please respond to me directly <dave.wilde@roche.com>.  I'll post a

     summary to the list if there is sufficient interest.  Thanks.

     David Wilde

     dave.wilde@roche.com

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 28 Apr 1998 09:44:54 -0400

Reply-To:     John Bristol <john_bristol@eri.eisai.com>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         John Bristol <john_bristol@ERI.EISAI.COM>

Subject:      animal waste

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="US-Ascii"

Hi everyone,

As a smaller research facility, we treat all of our animal waste as if it =

was infectious.  Therefore all bedding and carcasses are red-bagged and =

sent out for incineration as biomedical waste.  No waste is presently =

autoclaved prior to incineration.

Our facility is growing though, and there is concern that we may incure =

unnecessary disposal costs by red-bagging everything as our waste volume =

increases.  Could you all please respond to how your facilities handle =

normal (non-infectious) bedding and animal carcasses.  Do you require =

autoclaving of all bedding, even if it is sent out for incineration.

According to the CDC ABSL-1 guidelines:  "All wastes from the animal room =

are appropriately decontaminated, preferably by autoclaving, before =

disposal."...

Any guidance you can give me will be greatly appreciated. =

Thanks,

John Bristol

Manager, EH&S

Eisai Research Institute

4 Corporate Drive

Andover, MA  01810

john_bristol@eisai.com

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 28 Apr 1998 10:04:28 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Dianne Hellwig <hellwig@COMP.UARK.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Scalpel Blades -- Hazard While Changing

In-Reply-To:  <01IWDASZTFJE0001TG@Roche.COM>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

My opinion on that would be, just like using your fingers, one can become

easily adept at using the hemostats with a little practice!  It is not very

smart to continue doing this in the presence of potential pathogens, and

the carcinogens used with histology. Sometimes employees have to "bite the

bullet" and follow the rules for their own safety.

At 03:29 PM 4/27/98 -0700, you wrote:

>     We have raised a concern with our histology and necropsy staff who

>     routinely use scalpel blades to perform their work.  These researchers

>     frequently change out scalpel blades with their hands.  The safety

>     department has recommended the use of a tool (such as a hemostat or

>     pliers) to perform this task in order to reduce the possibility of

>     cuts.  The researchers, however, are very comfortable using their

>     hands to do this and feel the use of a hemostat or pliers is more

>     awkward and could result in problems as well.

>

>     Question:  Is anyone aware of a different system for scalpel blade

>     removal which has better user acceptance and avoids direct contact of

>     the blades with the fingers?  The scalpel blades in use are

>     double-edge blades and size #22 and #60 blades.

>

>     Please respond to me directly <dave.wilde@roche.com>.  I'll post a

>     summary to the list if there is sufficient interest.  Thanks.

>

>     David Wilde

>     dave.wilde@roche.com

>

>

Dianne H. Hellwig, DVM, PhD

University of Arkansas

Department of Animal Science

Fayetteville, AR 72701

(501) 575-5136

hellwig@comp.uark.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 28 Apr 1998 11:30:26 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Biosafety course announcement.

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Jason asked that I forward this to the list.  I looked at the website and

thought the course sounded fairly good.

Richie Fink

Biosafty List Owner

rfink@mit.edu

>24-25 September.

>Biosafety in the Laboratory

>Ottawa, Ontario

>Contact: Dr. Syed Sattar, Director, Centre for Research on Environmental

>

>Microbiology (CREM)

>Faculty of Medicine, University of Ottawa, Ottawa, Ontario, K1H 8M5

>Phone: (613) 562-5800 ext. 8314

>Fax: (613) 562-5452

>Email: crem@uottawa.ca

>WWW:

>http://www.uottawa.ca/academic/med/microbio/bmi/biohaz/biohazcoursehome.htm

>

>

>

>

>

>--

>Jason Tetro, B.Sc.

>Executive Assistant, Centre for Research on Environmental Microbiology

>University of Ottawa

>jtetro@cyberus.ca

>Phone: (613) 562-5800 x 8314

>Address:  Room 4119, 451 Smyth Rd.

>          University of Ottawa

>          Ottawa, Ontario, Canada

>          K1H 8M5

>

>

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 29 Apr 1998 10:39:32 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Erik Talley <erik@CEHS.SIU.EDU>

Subject:      FW: RE>FW- Scalpel Blades -- Ha

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

One of our histologists is the chair of the National Society for

Histotechnology Health and Safety Committee. This is the response she

gave regarding scalpel blade use:

-----Original Message-----

From: Maureen Doran [mailto:mdoran@som.siu.edu]

Sent: Wednesday, April 29, 1998 5:33 AM

To: Erik Talley

Subject: RE>FW- Scalpel Blades -- Ha

Importance: Low

                      RE>FW: Scalpel Blades -- Hazard While_

4/29/98

Hi Erik!  In regards to the scapel blade removal, I use a blade

remover(cat.#) made by Shandon, #1-800-547-7429. Cost is about $9.00.

It is a simple stainless steel unit which we dissinfect with the scapel

blade holders after use.  Feather Safety Razor CO. also sells a small

plastic scapel blade remover/container.  It is similar to a sharps

container-once it is filled, it is discarded.  I do not have a phone

number or cat. item for this product.  I would think it is difficult to

justify hand removal of scapel blades if the exposure determination

indicates this is a hazard and methods for prevention are available.

--------------------------------------

Date: 4/28/98 7:35 AM

To: Maureen Doran

From: Erik Talley

-----Original Message-----

From: Dave Wilde [mailto:DAVE.WILDE@ROCHE.COM] Sent: Monday, April 27,

1998 5:29 PM

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject: Scalpel Blades -- Hazard While Changing

     We have raised a concern with our histology and necropsy staff who

     routinely use scalpel blades to perform their work.  These

researchers

     frequently change out scalpel blades with their hands.  The safety

     department has recommended the use of a tool (such as a hemostat or

     pliers) to perform this task in order to reduce the possibility of

     cuts.  The researchers, however, are very comfortable using their

     hands to do this and feel the use of a hemostat or pliers is more

     awkward and could result in problems as well.

     Question:  Is anyone aware of a different system for scalpel blade

     removal which has better user acceptance and avoids direct contact

of

     the blades with the fingers?  The scalpel blades in use are

     double-edge blades and size #22 and #60 blades.

     Please respond to me directly <dave.wilde@roche.com>.  I'll post a

     summary to the list if there is sufficient interest.  Thanks.

     David Wilde

     dave.wilde@roche.com

--------

RFC-822 Header:

RECEIVED: from KACHINA.SOM.SIU.EDU by quickmail.som.siu.edu ; 28 APR 98

07:35:15 UT

Received: from s002.cehs.siu.edu (s002.cehs.siu.edu [131.230.182.33]) by

kachina.som.siu.edu (8.7.3/8.7.3) with ESMTP id HAA04415 for

<mdoran@som.siu.edu>; Tue, 28 Apr 1998 07:31:10 -0500 (CDT)

Received: by s002.cehs.siu.edu with Internet Mail Service (5.5.1960.3)

        id <JX89VYFW>; Tue, 28 Apr 1998 07:32:34 -0500

Message-ID: <A1BDB36E58BDD111860200A0C9AB25C140D6@s002.cehs.siu.edu>

From: Erik Talley <erik@cehs.siu.edu>

To: "Maureen Doran (E-mail)" <mdoran@som.siu.edu>

Subject: FW: Scalpel Blades -- Hazard While Changing

Date: Tue, 28 Apr 1998 07:32:33 -0500

MIME-Version: 1.0

X-Mailer: Internet Mail Service (5.5.1960.3)

Content-Type: text/plain
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Date:         Thu, 30 Apr 1998 10:25:16 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Yerkes Regional Primate

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

In our local newspaper a small article appeared stating that Emory U. was

fined $105,000 for safety violations in the death of a researcher who was

splashed in the eye and became infected with monkey B virus.  They were

cited for 10 violations of federal workplace rules.  Anyone have any

details as to which agency fined them and what the violations were?

Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

Assoc. Biosafety Officer

Mass. Inst. of Tech.

617-258-5647

rfink@mit.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 30 Apr 1998 10:51:43 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Meechan, Paul J." <paul_meechan@MERCK.COM>

Subject:      Re: Yerkes Regional Primate

MIME-version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain

Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

The full text of the news release can be found at:

http://www.osha.gov/media/oshnews/apr98/osha98175.html

> ----------

> From:         Richard Fink[SMTP:rfink@MIT.EDU]

> Sent:         Thursday, April 30, 1998 10:25 AM

> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:      Yerkes Regional Primate

>

> In our local newspaper a small article appeared stating that Emory U. was

> fined $105,000 for safety violations in the death of a researcher who was

> splashed in the eye and became infected with monkey B virus.  They were

> cited for 10 violations of federal workplace rules.  Anyone have any

> details as to which agency fined them and what the violations were?

>

>

> Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

> Assoc. Biosafety Officer

> Mass. Inst. of Tech.

> 617-258-5647

> rfink@mit.edu

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 30 Apr 1998 07:56:17 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Melinda Young <biosafe@U.WASHINGTON.EDU>

Subject:      PRO/AH> Herpes B virus,

              possible exposure - USA (Georgia) (02) (fwd)

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

This is the posting on Pro Med.  There is a press release on the OSHA

press release page on their web site.

---------- Forwarded message ----------

Date: Tue, 28 Apr 1998 22:01:01 -0400 (EDT)

From: ProMED-mail <promed@usa.healthnet.org>

To: promed-ahead@usa.healthnet.org

Subject: PRO/AH> Herpes B virus, possible exposure - USA (Georgia) (02)

HERPES B VIRUS, POSSIBLE EXPOSURE - USA (GEORGIA) (02)

******************************************************

A ProMED-mail post

[see also:

Herpes B virus, possible exposure - USA (Georgia)      980102213248]

Date: Mon, 27 Apr 1998 21:01:55 -0700

From: Dr. James Chin, CDPC-mail

Source: The Nando net, April 27, 1998

University fined over researcher's death

The Labor Department fined an Emory University research center $105,000

Monday for safety violations in the death of a researcher who was

splashed in the eye and became infected with a monkey virus. University

officials said they would fight the fine, which was proposed after the

Occupational Safety and Health Administration cited Emory's Yerkes

Regional Primate Research Center for 10 violations of federal workplace

rules in the December death of Elizabeth Griffin, 22. "This tragic

situation reminds us once again how important basic safeguards are in

protecting the health and safety of workers," Labor Secretary Alexis

Herman said in a statement. "A face shield or protective goggles could

have saved a woman's life."

Griffin was helping move a caged Rhesus monkey Oct. 29 when a liquid

from the animal splashed into her eye. She contracted the herpes B virus

and died less than two months later. Griffin was wearing a lab coat,

gloves and a mask but no eye protection. The university said in a

statement that it "not only conformed to all the current standards of

safety and protection at the time of the incident" but was "an active

participant in creating those standards."

--

ProMED-mail

e-mail: promed@usa.healthnet.org

.........................................mhj/es

--

Send   all  items  for  posting to:   promed@usa.healthnet.org   (NOT to an

individual moderator).  If you do not give your full name  and affiliation,

it may not be posted. Send commands to subscribe/unsubscribe, get archives,

help, etc. to:  majordomo@usa.healthnet.org.   For  assistance from a human

being, send  mail to:   owner-promed@usa.healthnet.org

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 30 Apr 1998 08:01:40 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Melinda Young <biosafe@U.WASHINGTON.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Yerkes Regional Primate

In-Reply-To:  <3.0.2.32.19980430102516.012809c0@hesiod>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

Site address for OSHA Press Release from 4/27/98

http://www.osha.gov/media/oshnews/apr98/osha98175.html

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 30 Apr 1998 11:06:21 +0000

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         john Keene <jkeene@EROLS.COM>

Subject:      Re: Yerkes Regional Primate

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Rich, OSHA fined them, what current details there are can be found on

PROMED.  I just saw it yesterday, so it was within the last few days

that it was posted.  Emory is contesting the fine.

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 30 Apr 1998 11:22:47 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Randall Morin <morin@MAIL.NCIFCRF.GOV>

Subject:      Re: Yerkes Regional Primate

In-Reply-To:  <3.0.2.32.19980430102516.012809c0@hesiod>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

I read that OSHA fined Emory U. $105,000 and cited them for 10 violations

of FEDERAL workplace rules.  Perhaps Georgia does not have an approved OSH

program so the feds have primacy.

Randall

At 10:25 AM 4/30/98 -0400, you wrote:

>In our local newspaper a small article appeared stating that Emory U. was

>fined $105,000 for safety violations in the death of a researcher who was

>splashed in the eye and became infected with monkey B virus.  They were

>cited for 10 violations of federal workplace rules.  Anyone have any

>details as to which agency fined them and what the violations were?

>

>

>Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

>Assoc. Biosafety Officer

>Mass. Inst. of Tech.

>617-258-5647

>rfink@mit.edu

>

>

Randall Morin, Dr.P.H.

Manager, Safety & Environmental Protection Program

SAIC Frederick

NCI-FCRDC, Fort Detrick, Frederick, MD 21702-1201

(301) 846-1740, morin@mail.ncifcrf.gov

Fax:  (301) 846-6619

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 30 Apr 1998 11:29:43 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Yerkes

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Thanks to all for the responses.

Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

Assoc. Biosafety Officer

Mass. Inst. of Tech.

617-258-5647

rfink@mit.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 30 Apr 1998 14:52:01 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Fran Martin <fmartin@CCSINC.COM>

Subject:      P2 Aid: New US EPA Compliance Sector Guides on CD-ROM

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Nine new industries have been added to the U.S. EPA's Compliance Sector

Guides to help professionals develop and implement pollution prevention (P2)

programs.

The 27 specific industry guides are distributed on CD-ROM.

See  http://www.env-sol.com/solutions/EPA-SEC.HTML for details.

The nine new industries are:  air transport, shipbuilding/cleaning, ground

transportation, metal casting, fossil fuel/electric power generation,

pharmaceutical manufacturing, plastic resin/fiber, textile, and water

transportation.

Other guides include dry cleaning, electronics and computer, wood furniture

and fixtures, fabricated metal products, inorganic chemical, iron and steel,

lumber and wood products, metal mining, motor vehicle assembly, nonferrous

metals, non-fuel non-metal mining, organic chemical, petroleum refining,

printing, pulp and paper, rubber and plastic, transportation equipment

cleaning, and stone, clay, glass and concrete.

Fran Martin

FM Research & Consulting

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 30 Apr 1998 15:48:39 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Stefan Wagener <stefan@PILOT.MSU.EDU>

Subject:      Risk Groups on the web!

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Risk Group Classification for Infectious Agents:

Thanks to Diane Flemming, Paul Meechan and Didier Breyer, ABSA and the

Communication Committee is able to provide you with an exciting new tool for

your risk assessment involving infectious agents. The most comprehensive

compilation of national and international risk group classifications is now

available on the web.

Point your web browser to:

<http://www.absa.org/>http://www.absa.org

and go to  What s New

The tables available on the web are of considerable size and will take some

time to download. In addition, for the best viewing and reading experience you

might want to consider upgrading your web browser to version 4.0 or higher (IE

Explorer, or Netscape Navigator). All tables are also available as pdf files

and require the Adobe Acrobat Reader software.

This is our first attempt to present this type of information in a manageable

way. Please give me some feedback about your success with the tables. Be aware

that some of the older browsers might not display the table layout in the

designed way.

In the near future we are planning to add another table of risk groups for

plant pathogens as well as update the existing tables with infectious agents

not yet listed.

Thanks for your consideration and assistance.

Stefan Wagener, Ph.D.

Biological Safety Officer

Michigan State University

(stefan@msu.edu)

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 1 May 1998 08:48:14 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Herzing Bliss BM <bliss.herzing@PHWILM.ZENECA.COM>

Subject:      Re: Risk Groups on the web!

The actual location for the risk group classification for infectious

agents is under the Biosafety Resources not What's new.  I hope this

helps.

Bliss M. Herzing

Biosafety Specialist

LW Basement

(302)886-2185

FAX:(302)886-2909

email: bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com

>----------

>From:  Stefan Wagener[SMTP:stefan@PILOT.MSU.EDU]

>Sent:  Thursday, April 30, 1998 3:48 PM

>To:    BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>Subject:       Risk Groups on the web!

>

>Risk Group Classification for Infectious Agents:

>

>Thanks to Diane Flemming, Paul Meechan and Didier Breyer, ABSA and the

>Communication Committee is able to provide you with an exciting new tool for

>your risk assessment involving infectious agents. The most comprehensive

>compilation of national and international risk group classifications is now

>available on the web.

>

>Point your web browser to:

><http://www.absa.org/>http://www.absa.org

>

>and go to  What s New

>

>The tables available on the web are of considerable size and will take some

>time to download. In addition, for the best viewing and reading experience

>you

>might want to consider upgrading your web browser to version 4.0 or higher

>(IE

>Explorer, or Netscape Navigator). All tables are also available as pdf files

>and require the Adobe Acrobat Reader software.

>

>This is our first attempt to present this type of information in a manageable

>way. Please give me some feedback about your success with the tables. Be

>aware

>that some of the older browsers might not display the table layout in the

>designed way.

>

>In the near future we are planning to add another table of risk groups for

>plant pathogens as well as update the existing tables with infectious agents

>not yet listed.

>

>Thanks for your consideration and assistance.

>

>Stefan Wagener, Ph.D.

>Biological Safety Officer

>Michigan State University

>(stefan@msu.edu)

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 1 May 1998 02:36:00 PDT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Millis, Nick" <ssdnsm@MSMAIL.TTUHSC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Risk Groups on the web!

Actually it is referenced to in both "What's New" and "Biosafety

Resources".

Thanks for the reference.

Nick S. Millis, RBP

Texas Tech Univ. Health Sciences Center

(806) 743-2597

FAX: (806) 7431299

ssdnsm@ttuhsc.edu

>The actual location for the risk group classification for infectious

>agents is under the Biosafety Resources not What's new.  I hope this

>helps.

>

>Bliss M. Herzing

>Biosafety Specialist

>LW Basement

>(302)886-2185

>FAX:(302)886-2909

>email: bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com

>>----------

>>From:  Stefan Wagener[SMTP:stefan@PILOT.MSU.EDU]

>>Sent:  Thursday, April 30, 1998 3:48 PM

>>To:    BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>>Subject:       Risk Groups on the web!

>>

>>Risk Group Classification for Infectious Agents:

>>

>>Thanks to Diane Flemming, Paul Meechan and Didier Breyer, ABSA and the

>>Communication Committee is able to provide you with an exciting new

tool for

>>your risk assessment involving infectious agents. The most

comprehensive

>>compilation of national and international risk group classifications

is now

>>available on the web.

>>

>>Point your web browser to:

>><http://www.absa.org/>http://www.absa.org

>>

>>and go to  What s New

>>

>>The tables available on the web are of considerable size and will take

some

>>time to download. In addition, for the best viewing and reading

experience

>>you

>>might want to consider upgrading your web browser to version 4.0 or

higher

>>(IE

>>Explorer, or Netscape Navigator). All tables are also available as pdf

files

>>and require the Adobe Acrobat Reader software.

>>

>>This is our first attempt to present this type of information in a

manageable

>>way. Please give me some feedback about your success with the tables.

Be

>>aware

>>that some of the older browsers might not display the table layout in

the

>>designed way.

>>

>>In the near future we are planning to add another table of risk groups

for

>>plant pathogens as well as update the existing tables with infectious

agents

>>not yet listed.

>>

>>Thanks for your consideration and assistance.

>>

>>Stefan Wagener, Ph.D.

>>Biological Safety Officer

>>Michigan State University

>>(stefan@msu.edu)

>>

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 1 May 1998 11:42:31 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Funk, Glenn" <GLENNF@EHSMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Eppies ...

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Back on April 23, I asked if you folks treated Eppendorf-type

micropipetor tips as sharps waste.  I thought I'd share the results of

that mini-survey with you.

Of the ten responses I received, 5 of you treated micropipetor tips as

sharps without qualification, one treated the smaller tips as sharps

waste and the larger tips as simple solid waste, and the remaining four

didn't consider the tips to be true sharps waste but did stipulate

special handling, usually placing them in a cardboard box to prevent bag

punctures.  The bottom line is that we all consider them worthy of some

form of special handling and I feel that's completely appropriate.

Based on this input, I believe I will recommend to my Biosafety

Committee that we adopt the policy that all pipetor tips are considered

sharps and must be discarded as such.  My rationale is that, given the

"micro" nature of most of our research, the use of very small and

especially sharp tips greatly outweighs use of the larger blunter tips.

I've also been trying to eliminate process choices our researchers have

to make, and not making them decide which waste stream to place a tip

into makes their job a little easier - they all go into sharps

containers.  Fortunately, our medical waste contractor's rates still

pretty good so we're not yet forced by budget to do waste stream

separation at this level.

I'd appreciate hearing any arguments against this recommendation.

Thanks to all for your inputs.

-----------------------------------------------

Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D., CBSP

Biosafety Officer

U.C. San Francisco

415-476-2097

glennf@ehsmail.ucsf.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 4 May 1998 14:40:19 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Richard W. Gilpin, PhD, CBSP" <gilpin@WELCHLINK.WELCH.JHU.EDU>

Subject:      Johns Hopkins Biosafety Course Information

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

The Johns Hopkins biosafety course entitled Control of Biohazards

in the Research Laboratory will be held in Baltimore, MD

from 22 June to 26 June 1998.  Registration info attached.

Richard W. Gilpin, PhD, RBP

Director, Biosafety Division, Health Safety & Environment

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 4 May 1998 14:43:58 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Richard W. Gilpin, PhD, CBSP" <gilpin@WELCHLINK.WELCH.JHU.EDU>

Subject:      Johns Hopkins Biosafety Course Information

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: multipart/mixed; boundary="------------1871306675F990777E1B38C0"

This is a multi-part message in MIME format.

--------------1871306675F990777E1B38C0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

The Johns Hopkins biosafety course entitled Control of Biohazards

in the Research Laboratory will be held in Baltimore MD

from 22 June to 26 June 1998.  Registration info attached.

Richard W. Gilpin, PhD, RBP

Director, Biosafety Division, Health Safety & Environment

--------------1871306675F990777E1B38C0

Content-Type: text/html; charset=iso-8859-1; name="BrochureJune1998.html"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

Content-Disposition: inline; filename="BrochureJune1998.html"

Content-Base: "file:///C|/Biocontrol/June1998/Brochur

        eJune1998.html"

<HTML>

<HEAD>

<META HTTP-EQUIV=3D"Content-Type" CONTENT=3D"text/html; charset=3Dwindows=

-1252">

<META NAME=3D"Generator" CONTENT=3D"Microsoft Word 97">

<TITLE>BrochureJune1998</TITLE>

<META NAME=3D"Template" CONTENT=3D"C:\PROGRAM FILES\MICROSOFT OFFICE\OFFI=

CE\html.dot">

</HEAD>

<BODY LINK=3D"#0000ff" VLINK=3D"#800080">

<P>Control of BIOHAZARDS in the Research Laboratory</P>

<P>&nbsp;</P>

<P>June 22-26, 1998</P>

<P>&nbsp;</P>

<P>Presented by:</P>

<P>The Biosafety Division, Health, Safety &amp; Environment</P>

<P>The Center for Occupational &amp; Environmental Health</P>

<P>The Educational Resource Center in Occupational Safety and Health</P>

<P>&nbsp;</P>

<P>Introduction: The Control of Biohazards in the Research Laboratory is =

designed to provide instruction on the recognition and control of biohaza=

rds including infectious agents, oncogenic viruses, recombinant DNA, chem=

ical carcinogens and other toxic agents. The course is directed to safety=

 officers, clinical and biomedical laboratory supervisors, occupational m=

edicine physicians, bench scientists, industrial hygienists and technicia=

ns. Instruction will be provided in the practices and procedures of bioha=

zard control and in the organization, planning and implementation of a bi=

osafety program.</P>

<P>&nbsp;</P>

<P>Course Features:</P>

<P>This four and one-half day course consists of lectures, a laboratory e=

xercise and opportunities for informal discussions with course faculty, f=

or review of pertinent audiovisual materials and for examination of biosa=

fety equipment and devices. Theoretical background and basic principles w=

ill be covered.</P>

<P>&nbsp;</P>

<P>Subject Areas:</P>

<P>An overview of cell biology and host-parasite relationships</P>

<P>Hazard potential of infectious agents, recombinant DNA and oncogenic v=

iruses</P>

<P>Dissemination of contaminants</P>

<P>Equipment designed for safety</P>

<P>Containment concepts: primary and secondary barriers</P>

<P>Personal practices and hygiene</P>

<P>Universal precautions and bloodborne pathogens</P>

<P>Safe handling and housing of laboratory animals</P>

<P>Sterilization and disinfection</P>

<P>Emerging Diseases</P>

<P>Tuberculosis overview</P>

<P>Emergency procedures</P>

<P>Federal regulations involving laboratory safety</P>

<P>Packaging and shipment of biological materials.</P>

<P>&nbsp;</P>

<P>General Information</P>

<P>Dates: June 22-26, 1998</P>

<P>Place:</P>

<P>Omni Inner Harbor Hotel</P>

<P>101 West Fayette Street</P>

<P>Baltimore, MD 21201</P>

<P>(410) 752-1100</P>

<P>Registration: 8:00-8:30 a.m., Monday, June 22, 1998 </P>

<P>Fee: $1475 per person to include registration, continental breakfasts,=

 refreshments, 2 lunches and a banquet. All fees are payable in advance. =

A letter confirming enrollment will be sent to each registrant. Foreign p=

ayments must be made in a draft on a U.S. bank. Only one-half of the fee =

will be returned if withdrawal is made after May 20, 1998.</P>

<P>Course Credits: This program qualifies for 3 continuing education cred=

its from the Johns Hopkins University. This course also qualifies for 4.5=

 ABIH Certification Maintenance Credits. </P>

<P>Course Manual: A course manual will provide lecture outlines, data tab=

les and graphics used in the lectures, and supporting materials.</P>

<P>Social Functions: A complimentary banquet for registrants will be held=

 on Thursday will be held on Thursday, June 25. Guests are invited for a =

charge of $ 40.00.</P>

<P>Lodging: Accommodations have been reserved at the Omni Inner Harbor Ho=

tel. Rate: $159 Single or Double - guaranteed until May 25, 1997. </P>

<P>Note: The Johns Hopkins University reserves the right to cancel the co=

urse, in which case the enrollment fee will be refunded to the applicant.=

</P>

<P>Course Directors</P>

<P>Byron S. Tepper, Ph.D., CSP is the former Director of the Office of Sa=

fety and Environmental Health of The Johns Hopkins University and The Joh=

ns Hopkins Hospital. He was an Associate Professor of Environmental Healt=

h Sciences, The Johns Hopkins University School of Hygiene and Public Hea=

lth, and Associate Professor of Occupational Medicine, The Johns Hopkins =

University School of Medicine. He is a Fellow of the American Academy of =

Microbiology. Dr. Tepper is a microbiologist who entered the field of bio=

safety after 15 years of research on leprosy and other mycobacterial dise=

ases. He is a Certified Safety Professional with more than 25 years exper=

ience in biosafety, occupational safety and environmental health. He deve=

loped and has continuously directed the course "Control of Biohazards in =

the Research Laboratory" which has been presented at Johns Hopkins since =

1979. He is a charter member and a Past-President of the American Biologi=

cal Safety Association (ABSA). He is past president of the ABSA Chesapeak=

e Area Chapter and the Campus Safety Association (CSA). Dr. Tepper is a r=

ecognized consultant in biosafety, laboratory safety, laboratory design a=

nd hospital safety. He is currently the CEO of BioControl, Inc., environm=

ental health and safety consultants. </P>

<P>&nbsp;</P>

<P>Richard W. Gilpin, Ph.D., RBP, is Director, Biosafety Division, Depart=

ment of Health, Safety and Environment at Johns Hopkins University and Jo=

hns Hopkins Hospital. He is also Assistant Professor of Occupational Medi=

cine at the Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine. Dr. Gilpin is a =

basic/clinical/industrial research microbiologist with more than 25 years=

 experience in research, product development and environmental health. He=

 joined Hopkins nine years ago after managing a department of research an=

d development for a major in-vitro diagnostic manufacturer. Dr. Gilpin ha=

s developed and directed microbiology courses for medical students, gradu=

ate students, and pharmaceutical company marketing personnel. He is a Reg=

istered Biological Safety Professional and Councilor (Officer) of the Ame=

rican Biological Safety Association, and Past President of the Chesapeake=

 Area Biological Safety Association. He is a member of the American Socie=

ty for Microbiology (Certified in Biological Safety Microbiology by the A=

merican Academy of Microbiology), the American Society of Safety Engineer=

s, and the American Academy for the Advancement of Science. Dr. Gilpin is=

 a recognized consultant in environmental microbiology including environm=

ental monitoring of legionella bacteria, indoor fungi, laboratory and hos=

pital safety, and the role of microorganisms in indoor air quality.</P>

<P>&nbsp;</P>

<P>For Further Information Contact</P>

<P>Dr. Byron S. Tepper</P>

<P>Phone: (410) 828-6330</P>

<P>Fax: (410) 828-6331</P>

<P>or</P>

<P>Dr. Richard W. Gilpin</P>

<P>Phone: (410) 955-5918</P>

<P>Fax: (410) 955-5929</P>

<P>______________________________________________________________________=

_ </P>

<P>Course Registration Form - June 1998</P>

<P>Please mail remittance and completed registration to:</P>

<P>Becky Vaeth, Registrar</P>

<P>Center for Occupational and Environmental Health</P>

<P>The Johns Hopkins University</P>

<P>2024 E Monument Street, Suite 1-300</P>

<P>Baltimore, MD 21205-2223</P>

<P>Name:_________________________________________________________________=

_</P>

<P>Address:______________________________________________________________=

__</P>

<P>City: _____________________State: ____ Zip Code: _____________________=

_______</P>

<P>Telephone Number: ( )_____________________ Fax ( )____________________=

_____</P>

<P>Social Security Number:_______________________________________________=

________</P>

<P>Employer______________________________________________________________=

__</P>

<P>*Please make checks ($1,475 per person) payable to: JHU Biohazards Cou=

rse.</P>

<P>Check or purchase order must accompany registration form to guarantee =

enrollment in the course.</P>

<P>______________________________________________________________________=

_ </P>

<P>Hotel Reservation Form =96 June 1998</P>

<P>Please complete and mail to:</P>

<P>Omni Inner Harbor Hotel</P>

<P>101 W. Fayette Street </P>

<P>Baltimore, MD 21201</P>

<P>Telephone (800) THE-OMNI </P>

<P>I am enrolled in the Biohazards Course presented by the Johns Hopkins =

University, June 22-26, 1998. Please make the following reservation for m=

e. </P>

<P>Room Rates- $159 Single or Double, per night.</P>

<P>_____ Single(s) _____ Doubles for ______nights </P>

<P>Room rates guaranteed until May 25, 1998.</P>

<P>Name _________________________________________________________________=

_</P>

<P>Address ______________________________________________________________=

__</P>

<P>City State Zip Code __________________________________________________=

_____</P>

<P>Area Code/ Telephone Number __________________________________________=

____</P>

<P>Arrival Date _________________ Departure Date ________________________=

_______</P>

<P>Please hold my reservation for late arrival __________</P>

<P>Reservations may be guaranteed for late arrival by one night=92s depos=

it. Include check payable to the hotel or use major credit card.</P>

<P>AMEX________ VISA_________ MASTER CARD ________</P>

<P>Card #_____________________________________ Exp. Date_________________=

__</P>

<P>Signature____________________________________ Date________________</P>=

</BODY>

</HTML>

--------------1871306675F990777E1B38C0--
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Reply-To:     pgavin@tuvps.com

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Peter Gavin <pgavin@TUVPS.COM>

Subject:      Bios Lock Out
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Hi all,

        Sorry I got an error sending this the first.

I'm new to this list and I have got a serious problem that I hope some one

can help with.  Yesterday my boss asked me to set up the password in the

bios I thought no problem I have done this many times before.  This is

exactly what I did:

I went into the bios and set the password using the mouse to select the

letters and then I confirmed it the same way, I then exit and saved changes

and rebooted the computer.  Password comes up and I try to enter it and it

says X, will not take the password.  I can type an incorrect password 3

times and then the computer boots as normal.

Now I cannot get into the bios at all.  Can some one please help me.

                   ''~``

                  ( o o )

+------------.oooO--(_)--Oooo.--+

|PGavin@tuvps.com               |

|Tel +49 9424 9407 41 .oooO     |

|Fax +49 9424 9407 60 (   ) Oooo.

+----------------------\ (--(   )

                        \_)  ) /
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Robin Newberry <wnewber@CLEMSON.EDU>

Subject:      Bovine Zoonoses

In-Reply-To:  <BIOSAFTY%98043016285010@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>
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Here's the situation:

Grad student removing oocytes from multiple cattle at slaughter house. At

some point he/she drops the syringe and sticks him/her self in the foot

with the dirty needle.

What - if any - blood borne bovine zoonoses is he/she at risk for?

I've searched the web to no avail.

Many TIA,

Robin

W. Robert Newberry, IV CIH, CHMM

Director, Environmental Health and Safety

Clmson University

wnewber@clemson.edu  ehs@clemson.edu

http://ehs.clemson.edu/
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Andrew Cockburn <acockbur@WVU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Bovine Zoonoses
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I have been discussing the potential for exposure to zoonotic agents at the

Ag school with our vets. The general consensus so far seems to be that if

the animals are from healthy herds there is little danger from bovine blood.

Probably the worst possibility is rabies, but this is more of a problem when

working with sick cattle in the field. Q fever is also possible, but that is

usually in sheep; and in the eastern US Q fever doesn't seem to be very

pathogenic. There are a host of intestinal things, but I would hope that the

syringe was not contaminated with feces if the student was collecting

oocytes.

Andrew Cockburn

-----Original Message-----

From: Robin Newberry <wnewber@CLEMSON.EDU>

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Date: Wednesday, May 06, 1998 1:03 PM

Subject: Bovine Zoonoses

>Here's the situation:

>

>Grad student removing oocytes from multiple cattle at slaughter house. At

>some point he/she drops the syringe and sticks him/her self in the foot

>with the dirty needle.

>

>What - if any - blood borne bovine zoonoses is he/she at risk for?

>

>I've searched the web to no avail.

>

>Many TIA,

>

>

>Robin

>

>W. Robert Newberry, IV CIH, CHMM

>Director, Environmental Health and Safety

>Clmson University

>

>wnewber@clemson.edu  ehs@clemson.edu

>http://ehs.clemson.edu/
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Frank Kaul <fkaul@IDIR.NET>

Subject:      Fw: Bovine Zoonoses
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I don't know of any zoonoses incidents but at a former employer we had a

case of blood poisoning arise from a similar incident.  The associate

involved was not diagnosed for a couple of days and ended up in the

hospital on IV antibiotics.

Frank Kaul

Manager, EHS

Oread, Inc.

----------

> From: Robin Newberry <wnewber@CLEMSON.EDU>

> To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject: Bovine Zoonoses

> Date: Wednesday, May 06, 1998 10:55 AM

>

> Here's the situation:

>

> Grad student removing oocytes from multiple cattle at slaughter house. At

> some point he/she drops the syringe and sticks him/her self in the foot

> with the dirty needle.

>

> What - if any - blood borne bovine zoonoses is he/she at risk for?

>

> I've searched the web to no avail.

>

> Many TIA,

>

>

> Robin

>

> W. Robert Newberry, IV CIH, CHMM

> Director, Environmental Health and Safety

> Clmson University

>

> wnewber@clemson.edu  ehs@clemson.edu

> http://ehs.clemson.edu/
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Georgia Thomas <GThomas@NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Bovine Zoonoses
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Q-fever (coxiella burnetti infection) and leptospirosis come to mind

immediately.  Was this exposure in the USA?  Our incidence of tularemia in

this country, as well as anthrax, is low enough to probably not worry about

these infections, but percutaneous transmission is possible with them as

well.

The American Veterinary Medical Association publishes a series of softcover

bulletins - ZOONOSIS UPDATES- which are very helpful.  I have some web

references that I will send, also.

Georgia Thomas, M.D., M.P.H.

UT M.D. Anderson Cancer Center

wnewber@CLEMSON.EDU on 05/06/98 10:55:22 AM

Please respond to BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

cc:    (bcc: Georgia A. Thomas/MDACC)

Subject:  Bovine Zoonoses

Here's the situation:

Grad student removing oocytes from multiple cattle at slaughter house. At

some point he/she drops the syringe and sticks him/her self in the foot

with the dirty needle.

What - if any - blood borne bovine zoonoses is he/she at risk for?

I've searched the web to no avail.

Many TIA,

Robin

W. Robert Newberry, IV CIH, CHMM

Director, Environmental Health and Safety

Clmson University

wnewber@clemson.edu  ehs@clemson.edu

http://ehs.clemson.edu/
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Didier Breyer <dbreyer@SBB.IHE.BE>

Subject:      Validation of autoclaving device
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Good morning,

I would like to get some feedback and information from this list about

autoclaves used for decontamination of biohazard waste from clinical

laboratories.

Some of these autoclaves are sold with a certification of the

microbiological effectiveness of the autoclaving based on efficacy testing.

Regarding these efficacy tests, are there any norms or standards which can

be considered as officially accepted ? I am interested mainly in European

standards but would be very happy to see what is the situation elsewhere.

The effectiveness of a disinfection process is highly dependent of the kind

of waste and the kind of microbiological contamination (thermal resistance

of the germs). Do you consider that a standard efficacy testing performed

by the manufacturer is sufficient to cover every possible uses of the

autoclave ou would you recommend that, at least before each first use of

this autoclave in a specific laboratory, the treatment process would be

validated for the specific kind of waste to be disinfected in this

laboratory ?

And still two small questions ?

1. What's the difference between decontamination and disinfection ? What

have to be achieved to consider biohazard waste as non infectious (not

sterilization I guess) ?

2. Bioindicators used in the efficacy tests are in most of the cases spores

of Bacillus subtilis or B. stearothermophilus. Are there any difference

between the two ? I have heard that spores of B. stearothermophilus were

most often used to monitor disinfection processes for moist heat, whereas

spores of B. subtilis were better to test disinfection processes for dry

heat.

I thank you very much in advance.

Regards.

Didier Breyer

 _____________________________________________________________

|        Didier BREYER, Dr.Sc.         Biosafety Expert       |

|         Service of Biosafety and Biotechnology (SBB)        |

| Scientific Institute of Public Health - Louis Pasteur (IPH) |

|  Ministry of Social Affairs, Public Health and Environment  |

|                Rue Juliette Wytsmanstraat, 14               |

|                  B-1050 Brussels - Belgium                  |

|                                                             |

|                  EMail: dbreyer@sbb.ihe.be                  |

|          Ph.: +32 2 642 52 93   Fax: +32 2 642 52 92        |

|     BELGIAN BIOSAFETY SERVER : http://biosafety.ihe.be/     |

|             IPH WEB SITE : http://www.iph.fgov.be/          |

 _____________________________________________________________
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Sarah E Palmer <spalmer@U.ARIZONA.EDU>

Subject:      transgenics in greenhouses
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Dear Biosafty Members:

I am working on a project for Information Systems for Biotechnology,

exploring the idea of compiling a reference handbook for conducting

research with transgenic organisms contained in greenhouses.  Information

Systems for Biotechnology is a program run through Virginia Tech and

funded through the research and extension arm of the USDA, NOT the

regulatory branch.  The program provides information resources to those in

agriculture biotechnology research.  The motivation of ISB and this

project is to help people responsible for designing transgenic experiments

in greenhouses, greenhouse managers and those responsible for overseeing

safety aspects of such research.

It seems that there is a lot of information and experience out there on

procedures and facilities that can be used to provide adequate containment

for transgenics, but most people have to figure it out on their own.  I

want to synthesize this information into one document in one place so that

the information is usable and accessible to many.  My goal is to approach

containment issues from a physical and biological perspective emphasizing

what's reasonable and prudent. Essentially I want to compile "A Common

Sense Guide to Containing Transgenic Plants and Organisms in Greenhouses"

such a document would function as guidelines not regulations or

requirements.  Would such a reference be of use to the biosafety

community?

I've put together a list of the questions that I think are important to

greenhouse containment covering background information, design,

containment, and management practices.  I have sent it to a number of

greenhouse managers and would now like to get feedback from those in

biosafety in industry and academia.  I am also interested in feedback from

state regulators and what they see as important issues in transgenic

research in greenhouses.  If you are interested in this project and

completing the questionnaire please contact me directly.  I welcome any

feedback.  Thank you.

Sincerely,

Sarah Palmer

Institutional Biosafety Committee

University of Arizona

PO BOX 210106

Tucson AZ 85716-0106

email: spalmer@u.arizona.edu

phone: 520 621-5279

fax 520 621-6159
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Christopher Brey <brey@DNAX.ORG>

Subject:      Lab Coats

Dear Biosafety Members:

Can anyone recommend a lab coat that is both comfortable and functional for

general lab use and BSL-1, BSL-2 work?  I'd appreciate any information,

especially the names of manufacturers and product/model numbers.

Thanks.

Chris Brey

DNAX Research
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         FRANCIS COLE <FCOLE@OCHSNER.ORG>

Subject:      Hepatitis C

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

New Plague?  Just finished horrifying New Yorker article on Hepatitis C,

symptomless until too late, potentially fatal, will soon overtake HIV,

acquired by usual bloodborne routes including shared inhalation.

Suggest as possible ABSA conference presentation.  What's your take

on this?  Francis
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Date:         Fri, 8 May 1998 08:50:06 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Funk, Glenn" <GLENNF@EHSMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Hepatitis C

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

I absolutely agree with you, Frank.  Makes hepatitis B look like the

common cold, and the more we learn about it, the scarier it gets.  Hep C

really gets the attention of my BBP training classes.  Stats I've heard

include 60% asymptomatic rate, 70% pregression to chronicity (versus

10-15% for hep B), same demonstrated relationship with increased risk of

hepatocellular carcinoma in long-term chronics as Hep B, and may account

for as much as 90% of transfusion-associated hepatitis and 25% of

sporadic cases.  BUT, I also think it's controllable and with blood

banks starting routine screening and diagnostic methods improving in

both sensitivity and amount of use, we can and will get a handle on this

one fairly soon.  In the meantime, however, I think we should flag it

big time in our BBP training sessions.  I'd love to hear more about it,

especially some very current trend and incidence information and ABSA

would be a great forum.

-- Glenn

-----------------------------------------------

Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D., CBSP

Biosafety Officer

U.C. San Francisco

415-476-2097   fax 415-476-0581

glennf@ehsmail.ucsf.edu

> -----Original Message-----

> From: FRANCIS COLE [SMTP:FCOLE@OCHSNER.ORG]

> Sent: Friday, May 08, 1998 6:53 AM

> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:      Hepatitis C

>

> New Plague?  Just finished horrifying New Yorker article on Hepatitis

> C,

> symptomless until too late, potentially fatal, will soon overtake HIV,

> acquired by usual bloodborne routes including shared inhalation.

> Suggest as possible ABSA conference presentation.  What's your take

> on this?  Francis
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "LouAnn C. Burnett" <lburnett@UIUC.EDU>

Subject:      BBP annual training--again!

In-Reply-To:  <l03020900b1652fbcd657@[129.22.116.70]>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

At 12:51 PM 4/23/98 -0500, Robert N. Latsch wrote:

>The only thing the standard requires is an annual review of the exposure

>control plan  and that all employees be advised of any changes made.  We

>also strongly advise that everyone involved be made to read their site

>specific exposure control plan on a yearly basis.

>

>Bob

Can I stir the pot a little?

In striving to answer a question regarding annual BBP training, I vaguely

recalled this electronic conversation last month.  I re-read Bob's response

and then checked the standard to see how I interpreted annual training (our

annual training has been minimally different from our initial training).

I'm at a loss to interpret the standard as Bob has above.  Where does the

standard state that you're only required to review the exposure control

plan and changes?  My impression was that training (annual and initial)

must always consist of the components listed in 29 CFR

1910.1030(g)(2)(vii).  Of course, most exposure control plans are

constructed to outline the information required for training--but the

standard is not definitive on this.

Any response?

LouAnn

-------------------------------------------------------------------

LouAnn C. Burnett

Assistant Director, Environmental Health & Safety

Biological Safety Section

Division of Environmental Health & Safety

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

217-244-7362 (office)     217-244-6594 (fax)

--------------------------------------------------------------------
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Debra Hunt <hunt0009@MC.DUKE.EDU>

Subject:      Hepatitis C

Mime-Version: 1.0
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We've emphasized hep C in our BBP training for the past 4-5

years..unfortunately, the past 2 years we've had 2 occupationally-acquired

infections....and that seems to wake SOME folks up.  Healthcare workers had

started becoming quite complacent about bloodborne pathogens..(as well as

administration)....but now they tend to take notice.  Our Workers' Comp

office estimates a cost of $300,000 associated with at least the last

infection (in an intern).  In our training, we give the published

statistics of 1 out of 25 as the risk of infection from a needlestick from

a hep C infected source...and our own statistics (limited as they are) are

1 out of 28 (+) exposures have resulted in seroconversion.

     We've had presentations in the past about hep C at ABSA (several years

ago..someone from Abbott, I believe --Is that right Mary Cipriano?)

Anyway...couldn't hurt to get the latest statistics.  There is going to be

another "Frontline Healthcare Workers" Conference in Wash. DC Aug. 9-11

that will include renowned speakers and experts on bloodborne

pathogens...something to keep in mind.

FYI.

Debra L Hunt, DrPH, RBP, CBSP

Director, Biological Safety

Duke University/Duke University Medical Center

hunt0009@mc.duke.edu
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Funk, Glenn" <GLENNF@EHSMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: BBP annual training--again!

MIME-Version: 1.0
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I agree with you, LouAnn.  In the strictest interpretation, I believe

the standard implies that all fourteen points (fourteen in the Cal-OSHA

version, anyway) must be covered in annual retraining.  However, I admit

that I take a less rigidly compliant view of this.  In my BBP annual

retraining, I tend to review the points I consider most important for my

institution and most often ignored or abused, backing up my points with

statistics derived from national trends and the prior year's usage of

our needle stick (blood and body substance exposure) hotline.  This

means that I have to run two types of training and those needing initial

BBP training can't meet the requirement by taking a retraining session.

On the other hand, it helps me prepare for transfering the retraining to

an interactive web-based program, which I hope to do later this year.

How do the rest of you present BBP retraining - a tailored version or

the full monty??

-- Glenn

-----------------------------------------------

Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D., CBSP

Biosafety Officer

U.C. San Francisco

415-476-2097   fax 415-476-0581

glennf@ehsmail.ucsf.edu

> -----Original Message-----

> From: LouAnn C. Burnett [SMTP:lburnett@UIUC.EDU]

> Sent: Friday, May 08, 1998 9:19 AM

> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:      BBP annual training--again!

>

> At 12:51 PM 4/23/98 -0500, Robert N. Latsch wrote:

> >The only thing the standard requires is an annual review of the

> exposure

> >control plan  and that all employees be advised of any changes made.

> We

> >also strongly advise that everyone involved be made to read their

> site

> >specific exposure control plan on a yearly basis.

> >

> >Bob

>

> Can I stir the pot a little?

>

> In striving to answer a question regarding annual BBP training, I

> vaguely

> recalled this electronic conversation last month.  I re-read Bob's

> response

> and then checked the standard to see how I interpreted annual training

> (our

> annual training has been minimally different from our initial

> training).

> I'm at a loss to interpret the standard as Bob has above.  Where does

> the

> standard state that you're only required to review the exposure

> control

> plan and changes?  My impression was that training (annual and

> initial)

> must always consist of the components listed in 29 CFR

> 1910.1030(g)(2)(vii).  Of course, most exposure control plans are

> constructed to outline the information required for training--but the

> standard is not definitive on this.

>

> Any response?

>

> LouAnn

>

> -------------------------------------------------------------------

> LouAnn C. Burnett

> Assistant Director, Environmental Health & Safety

> Biological Safety Section

> Division of Environmental Health & Safety

> University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

> 217-244-7362 (office)     217-244-6594 (fax)

> --------------------------------------------------------------------
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Larry J. Thompson" <ljt2@CORNELL.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Bovine Zoonoses

In-Reply-To:  <v04003a03b17637c3441e@[130.127.39.54]>
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>Grad student removing oocytes from multiple cattle at slaughter house. At

>some point he/she drops the syringe and sticks him/her self in the foot

>with the dirty needle.

>What - if any - blood borne bovine zoonoses is he/she at risk for?

Robin,

Not blood borne (in general) but I would worry about salmonella, brucella,

leptospirosis and all the bugs for dirty wounds.  I assume the needle fell

in manure.  More rare (but everyone worries about it) includes Coxiella.  I

would then also mention Campylobacter and Yersinia as possibilities, also

fairly rare.  Finally, for the really paranoid, Mycobacteria

paratuberculosis (Johne's disease in cattle) has been experimentally

transferred to mice via the IV route and is extremely unlikely.  It is

intermittantly shed in affected cattle manure in low numbers and one theory

links it to Crohn's disease in human.  I would not consider this an

exposure route for rabies (not shed in manure, not found in blood).  For

this situation in general, I would be much more concerned about the dirty

wound bugs than any of the potential zoonotics and proper first aid and

wound care should greatly assist in avoiding problems.

When working in the slaughter plant area, proper attire is a must including

appropriate footwear and boots.  Appropriate footwear should decrease

dramatically the chances of the above happening.  We usually have problems

with needlesticks to the hands and legs (certain folks insist on recapping

and putting them in there pocket...).

Or did this person like to feel the cowpies squishing up between the toes?

Larry (he knows his sh_t) Thompson

Larry J. Thompson, DVM, PhD

Director of Biosafety

College of Veterinary Medicine

Cornell University                               Phone 607-253-3900

Upper Tower Road                                fax  607-253-3943

Ithaca, NY  14853                                LJT2@Cornell.edu

"We're all ignorant, just on different subjects"

     William Penn Adair Rogers, Oologah, Oklahoma
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I generally give a shortened version, going over whatever is new and then

asking them questions.  Questions such as: where is your ECP, what are

universal precautions, what PPE do you wear and under what circumstances,

what are bloodborne pathogens, how are wastes disposed of, what would you

do in advant of a needle stick with a needle contaminate with potentially

infectious material.

Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

Assoc. Biosafety Officer

Mass. Inst. of Tech.

617-258-5647

rfink@mit.edu
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Someone on this e-mail list recommended, last year, checking out the cdc

disease-specific info. on the web for annual bloodborne pathogen re-training

materials. It helped me -- i thought I should repeat the message. Its very

useful when you're in a re-train mode and need a quick summary which covers

the same ground but in a different format.

There is 1 one page summary of Hep C at :

http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/diseases/hepatitis/hepcfact.htm

There is also a hepbfact.htm.

The rate of chronic infection for Hep C is now listed as equal to or greater

than 85%. It's the best argument I know of for universal precautions, or

consistent Biosafety Level 2 in research lab settings. There is so much

emphasis on post-exposure prophylaxis for HIV infection, or vaccination and

post-exposure prophylaxis for HepB, that the occupational risk of bloodborne

pathogens has really relaxed in many settings. HepC really stands out since,

for Hep C, there is no vaccination or approved post-exposure prophylaxis.
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This just appeared in ProMED mail.

>Date: Fri, 8 May 1998 19:15:31 -0400 (EDT)

>To: promed@usa.healthnet.org

>Subject: PRO> Hepatitis C, WHO calls for increased awareness (02)

>From: ProMED-mail <promed@usa.healthnet.org>

>Sender: owner-promed@usa.healthnet.org

>Reply-To: promed@usa.healthnet.org

>

>

>HEPATITIS C, WHO CALLS FOR INCREASED AWARENESS (02)

>***************************************************

>A  ProMED-mail post

>

>[see also:

>Hepatitis C, WHO calls for increased awareness   980504220820]

>

>[1]

>

>Date: Tue, 5 May 1998 20:19:51 +0100

>From: Ness & Nigel Hughes <D0070606@infotrade.co.uk>

>

>

>It is of great concern that this epidemic continues to be ignored by public

>health services nationally and globally. I hope that this call by the WHO

>is met with commitment and allocated resources to fight this epidemic.

>

>Epidemiology: There is suggested to be greater than 200 million HCV+

>[hepatitis C positive] people globally and estimates vary per country. What

>is certainly known in Europe is the prevalence in injecting drug users

>(IDUs) approaches 60-80% in many countries.

>

>UK 250,000-500,000? (1997)

>Japan  2.8 million (1994)

>USA 4 million (8-10,000 deaths p.a.) (1996)

>France - >600,000 (1996)

>Russia (Kaliningrad 1996) 82% of HIV+ co-infected with HCV

>China 40% of paid blood donors (1% of volunteer donors) (1997)

>Egypt 16% of blood donors (1995)

>Italy (Naples) 1.9% of general population (1994)

>Pakistan 9% of blood donors (1996)

>Vancouver [Canada] - 90% in Injecting Drug Users (1998)

>

>HCV is now the main contributory cause of liver transplant in the USA, and

>the mortality rate is set to triple within the next 10-15 years, possibly

>overtaking AIDS related deaths.

>

>I also wonder if anyone has considered the impact of the dual epidemics of

>HCV and HIV in many countries (e.g., Kaliningrad 1996, 86% HIV+ co infected

>with HCV). Many European and Asian countries are seeing continued expansion

>of HIV/HCV in injecting drug users. The possible implications of this are

>increased progression to liver disease and the possibly increased

>infectivity of HIV/HCV+ individuals for HCV.

>

>Is it time for the wider community to see HIV as part of a complex matrix

>of infections (whether opportunistic or not), such as HCV, HBV, TB,

>leishmaniasis, etc? My concern is that not only will we not see the issues

>of single epidemics, but completely miss the implications of dual epidemics.

>

>--

>Nigel Hughes RN

>Clinical Nurse Specialist HIV & Virology

>Mid Kent Healthcare NHS Trust

>Maidstone

>Kent UK

>Consultancy to British Liver Trust, Haemophilia Society, Mainliners UK, UK

>Department of Health

>e-mail: D0070606@infotrade.co.uk

>

>[2]

>

>Date: Mon, 04 May 1998 21:34:51 -0400

>From: Julie Beardsley <badgerX@pacbell.net>

>

>

>As a public health professional there seems to be a gap in the information

>getting out to the public about hepatitis. Most people I've talked to were

>unaware that there are other forms besides A and B, and believe that the

>inoculations against A and B are all they need. This is definitely

>something that needs to be addressed in considering future STD education

>programs.

>

>--

>Julie Beardsley, MPH

>County of Los Angeles, CA

>Dept of Mental Health

>Child and Family Services

>TEL: (213) 738-4963

>e-mail: badgerX@pacbell.net

>

>[This is what comes of poor taxonomy.  No wonder people are confused, these

>viruses are not even in the same family.  Considerable efforts are needed

>in the area of public education. - Mod.CHC]

>................................................chc/es

>--

>Send   all  items  for  posting to:   promed@usa.healthnet.org   (NOT to an

>individual moderator).  If you do not give your full name  and affiliation,

>it may not be posted. Send commands to subscribe/unsubscribe, get archives,

>help, etc. to:  majordomo@usa.healthnet.org.   For  assistance from a human

>being, send  mail to:   owner-promed@usa.healthnet.org

>

>
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At 11:55 AM 5/6/98 -0400, you wrote:

>Here's the situation:

>

>Grad student removing oocytes from multiple cattle at slaughter house. At

>some point he/she drops the syringe and sticks him/her self in the foot

>with the dirty needle.

>

>What - if any - blood borne bovine zoonoses is he/she at risk for?

>

>I've searched the web to no avail.

>

>Many TIA,

>

>

>Robin

>

>W. Robert Newberry, IV CIH, CHMM

>Director, Environmental Health and Safety

>Clmson University

>

>wnewber@clemson.edu  ehs@clemson.edu

>http://ehs.clemson.edu/

>

Hi, Robin -- not exactly an answer to your question, but here's a good

website I use frequently for zoonoses in general:

>http://medicine.bu.edu/dshapiro/zoo1.htm

                                                          Sue
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CFR 1910.1030(g)(2)(ii)(C)

(ii)-Training shall be provided as follows:

(C)- At least annualy thereafter.

AND

(iv)- Annual traing for all employees  shall be provided whithin one year

of their previous training.

AND

(v)- Employers shall provide additional training when changes such as

modifications af tasks or procedures or institution of new tasks or

procedures affect the employees occupational exposure.  The new traing may

be limited to addressing the new exposures created.

Here is what I get out of this:

1)  Initial training is defined,  the annual retraining is not.

2)  The only reference to when to retrain is when the work environment changes.

3)  When the work conditions change, train your people in the changes.

We feel that this is not sufficient.  Our retraining includes a capsul

review of the standard, exposure control plans.  We then address areas of

concern where we wish to go in depth for the years training.  We then

address changes in application of the standard.  We have had each

laboratory write their own exposure control plans.   We tell everybody that

it is time to review the plan.  Make any changes needed and go on.  We ask

for a copy of the new plan when we inspect the lab.

However-  except for mandating that employees be made aware of changes in

the exposure control plan and that it be done a minimum of annually,  OSHA

does not address what to do.

Bob

>At 12:51 PM 4/23/98 -0500, Robert N. Latsch wrote:

>>The only thing the standard requires is an annual review of the exposure

>>control plan  and that all employees be advised of any changes made.  We

>>also strongly advise that everyone involved be made to read their site

>>specific exposure control plan on a yearly basis.

>>

>>Bob

>

>Can I stir the pot a little?

>

>In striving to answer a question regarding annual BBP training, I vaguely

>recalled this electronic conversation last month.  I re-read Bob's response

>and then checked the standard to see how I interpreted annual training (our

>annual training has been minimally different from our initial training).

>I'm at a loss to interpret the standard as Bob has above.  Where does the

>standard state that you're only required to review the exposure control

>plan and changes?  My impression was that training (annual and initial)

>must always consist of the components listed in 29 CFR

>1910.1030(g)(2)(vii).  Of course, most exposure control plans are

>constructed to outline the information required for training--but the

>standard is not definitive on this.

>

>Any response?

>

>LouAnn

>

>-------------------------------------------------------------------

>LouAnn C. Burnett

>Assistant Director, Environmental Health & Safety

>Biological Safety Section

>Division of Environmental Health & Safety

>University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

>217-244-7362 (office)     217-244-6594 (fax)

>--------------------------------------------------------------------

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety
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Thanks for the many replies on HCV, anything ABSA can do to increase

awareness is important.  There is a good summary article in Clin Lab

News, May 1988,vol24,No5.  It contains some good news, and lots of

bad news.  HHS among others is launching an HCV awareness

campaign.  There is a red and gold lapel ribbon.  Francis
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Dear Biosafety members,

The following information has come to me regarding allergies to latex

gloves, and I thought it might be of some interest to the group.  Apologies

for any cross postings.

Sonya Watson

>Date: Sun, 10 May 1998 21:07:40 -0500 (CDT)

>Subject: Latex Gloves

>Sender: radsafe@romulus.ehs.uiuc.edu

>To: Multiple recipients of list <radsafe@romulus.ehs.uiuc.edu>

>Reply-to: radsafe@romulus.ehs.uiuc.edu

>X-Mailer: QUALCOMM Windows Eudora Pro Version 4.0

>Originator: radsafe@romulus.ehs.uiuc.edu

>X-Comment: RADSAFE Distribution List

>

>The following article was in The Washington Post. Since this article is

long I

>just listed the begining of the article. Go to

>"<http://www.washingtonpost.com/>www.washingtonpost.com/" for the full

>article.

>

>Allergies Lead to Wave of Lawsuits Against Latex Glove Makers

>By Avram Goldstein

>Washington Post Staff Writer

>Saturday, May 9, 1998; Page A12

>

>Buoyed by a $1 million jury award to a Milwaukee hospital technician who

>developed a severe allergy to natural rubber latex gloves, hundreds of U.S.

>health care workers are suing glove manufacturers, alleging they knew

>prolonged exposure could cause reactions from mild skin irritations to

>deadly ailments.

>

>In the last year, a steady stream of new claims against latex glove

>manufacturers has been filed in federal court in Philadelphia, where about

>150 cases from across the country have been consolidated for pretrial

>purposes. About 50 more plaintiffs are suing in other courts, raising the

>specter of millions of dollars' worth of judgments against manufacturers.

>

>The Food and Drug Administration is considering a ban on certain latex

>gloves that are more apt to cause allergies in users. The agency also will

>require manufacturers to place allergy warnings on packages of gloves and

>prohibit them from describing gloves as "hypoallergenic."

>

>Industry leaders acknowledge that some natural rubber latex gloves can

>cause health problems, but they say that until researchers determine how

>much latex exposure is a health problem, they have no plans to change

>their processes or products.

>

>"If the FDA says these gloves cause more harm than good, we would be in

>agreement with them," said Donna Gaidamak, spokeswoman for

>Allegiance Healthcare Corp., the largest distributor of latex and synthetic

>gloves.

>

>Scientists and government officials estimate that about 950,000 U.S. health

>care workers who wear gloves because they come into contact with

>patients or blood have developed an allergic sensitivity to latex. Some have

>experienced skin rashes, respiratory ailments or potentially fatal shock.

>

>

Sonya Watson

Risk Assessment Co-ordinator

School of Physical Sciences

Queensland University of Technology

AUSTRALIA
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<BODY>
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<DIR>

<DIR>

<P> Dear ChABSA Members and Biosafety Enthusiasts,</P>

<DIR>

<P>&#9;I am pleased to announce the Chesapeake Area Biological Safety Ass=

ociation (ChABSA) <B>Biological Safety Symposium</B>  <B>and Dinner Meeti=

ng</B> on June 11, 1998.  It will be located at the Best Western Maryland=

 Inn, Laurel, MD.   We at ChABSA are very excited about this symposium as=

 it will provide a valuable opportunity to become knowledgeable with the =

latest issues in biosafety and for meeting others with similar interests =

and concerns.</P>

<P>&#9;We are also pleased to have as our <B>Keynote Speaker</B>, <B>Dr. =

Rita Colwell</B> who is the President, University of Maryland Biotechnolo=

gy Institute and is also the appointee to Direct the National Science Fou=

ndation.  Dr. Colwell=92s talk is &quot;Global Climate and Infectious Dis=

ease:  Cholera as a Paradigm for Water-Borne Diseases&quot;.</P>

<P>&#9;As you will observe from the attached flyer, this symposium has ma=

ny fine speakers addressing many of the issues facilities in many differe=

nt sectors are facing today such as Lab Design and Managing Biosafety to =

Bioterrorism, Pfiesteria, BSE, Legionella and other current topics in the=

 field of Biosafety.  </P>

<P>&#9;As you will note on the enclosed registration form, the symposium =

is being offered at a very reasonable cost.  Much thanks to several of ou=

r corporate sponsors.  The symposium will be limited to 40 registrants on=

 a first come basis, however, the evening talk and dinner will be availab=

le to more.  As in the past, the dinner will be free to it=92s members an=

d symposium attendees and at a minimal charge (16$) for non-members.  So =

members we hope to see you all there and for the non-members come check u=

s out.   </P>

<P>&#9;Directions to the Best Western Maryland Inn, Laurel, MD, just off =

I-95, is enclosed.  A block of rooms have been reserved for the Symposium=

, just mention Group 165 when registering with the Hotel (301) 604-3667.<=

/P>

<P>&#9;Since this is the last ChABSA meeting for the current council this=

 means elections are upon us.  Please fill out your ballots and turn them=

 in.  The secret ballot results will be counted and announced at the Banq=

uet.</P>

<B><P>Mail your ballots, symposium registration, dinner registration, mem=

bership renewal to Polly McCarty, Treasurer</B>.  </P>

<P>&#9;Finally, I would like to thank all of our Council Members, Janet P=

eterson, Corporate Sponsors and all of the Guest Speakers for making this=

 symposium possible.  I would also like to thank the Nominating Committee=

 and all other Committee Members for doing a fine job this past year.   I=

 look forward to seeing you all at the symposium or one of our future mee=

tings. </P>

<P>Sincerely,</P>

<P>James J. Nelson</P>

<P>President, Chesapeake Area Biological Safety Association, 1997-1998</P=

>

<P>&nbsp;</P></DIR>
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l Cancer Institute -Frederick Cancer Research and Development Center</FON=

T></TD>

</TR>

<TR><TD WIDTH=3D"23%" VALIGN=3D"TOP">

<FONT SIZE=3D2><P>10:30 - 10:45</P>

<I><P>Severn</I></FONT></TD>

<TD WIDTH=3D"39%" VALIGN=3D"TOP">

<FONT SIZE=3D2><P>BREAK</FONT></TD>

<TD WIDTH=3D"39%" VALIGN=3D"TOP">

<P>&nbsp;</TD>

</TR>

<TR><TD WIDTH=3D"23%" VALIGN=3D"TOP">

<P>&nbsp;</TD>

<TD WIDTH=3D"39%" VALIGN=3D"TOP">

<I><FONT SIZE=3D2><P>Monitor of Session II - Claudia </I>MacAuley</FONT><=

/TD>

<TD WIDTH=3D"39%" VALIGN=3D"TOP">

<P>&nbsp;</TD>

</TR>

<TR><TD WIDTH=3D"23%" VALIGN=3D"TOP">
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<I><P>Potomac</I></FONT></TD>
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<FONT SIZE=3D2><P>A Method for Radioactive Containment During Biological =

Inactivation of Radioactive-Biomedical Mixed Waste</FONT></TD>

<TD WIDTH=3D"39%" VALIGN=3D"TOP">

<FONT SIZE=3D2><P>Paul Michael Kivistik, National Cancer Institute - Fred=

erick Cancer Research and Development Center</FONT></TD>

</TR>

<TR><TD WIDTH=3D"23%" VALIGN=3D"TOP">

<FONT SIZE=3D2><P>11:25 - 12:00</P>

<I><P>Potomac</I></FONT></TD>

<TD WIDTH=3D"39%" VALIGN=3D"TOP">

<FONT SIZE=3D2><P>Lab Design Considerations</FONT></TD>

<TD WIDTH=3D"39%" VALIGN=3D"TOP">

<FONT SIZE=3D2><P>William A. L. Gaudreau, AIA</P>

<P>Senior Vice President/ Principal,</P>

<P>Gaudreau, Inc.</FONT></TD>

</TR>

<TR><TD WIDTH=3D"23%" VALIGN=3D"TOP">

<FONT SIZE=3D2><P>12:00 - 1:30</P>

<I><P>Atrium</I></FONT></TD>

<TD WIDTH=3D"39%" VALIGN=3D"TOP">

<FONT SIZE=3D2><P>LUNCH - </P>

<P>Bioterrorism</FONT></TD>
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<FONT SIZE=3D2><P>Barbara Johnson, Ph.D., U.S. Government State Dept.</FO=
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<P>&nbsp;</TD>
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<I><FONT SIZE=3D2><P>Monitor of Session III - Joseph Barbee</I></FONT></T=
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<P>&nbsp;</TD>

</TR>

<TR><TD WIDTH=3D"23%" VALIGN=3D"TOP">

<FONT SIZE=3D2><P>1:30 - 2:10</P>

<I><P>Potomac</I></FONT></TD>

<TD WIDTH=3D"39%" VALIGN=3D"TOP">

<FONT SIZE=3D2><P>Food Safety - Who is Responsible?</FONT></TD>

<TD WIDTH=3D"39%" VALIGN=3D"TOP">

<FONT SIZE=3D2><P>Sam W. Joseph, Ph.D. - Professor, University of Marylan=

d, Department of Cell Biology and Molecular Genetics</FONT></TD>

</TR>
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<FONT SIZE=3D2><P>2:10 - 2:50</P>

<I><P>Potomac</I></FONT></TD>

<TD WIDTH=3D"39%" VALIGN=3D"TOP">

<FONT SIZE=3D2><P>Pfiesteria piscicida: Phantom dinoflagellate of the Che=

sapeake</FONT></TD>

<TD WIDTH=3D"39%" VALIGN=3D"TOP">

<FONT SIZE=3D2><P>David Oldach, M.D., University of Maryland School of Me=

dicine &amp; Institute of Human Virology</FONT></TD>

</TR>

<TR><TD WIDTH=3D"23%" VALIGN=3D"TOP">

<FONT SIZE=3D2><P>2:50 - 3:05</P>

<I><P>Severn</I></FONT></TD>

<TD WIDTH=3D"39%" VALIGN=3D"TOP">

<FONT SIZE=3D2><P>BREAK</FONT></TD>

<TD WIDTH=3D"39%" VALIGN=3D"TOP">
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<FONT SIZE=3D2><P>Richard W. Gilpin, Ph.D., C.B.S.P., Director Biosafety =
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<P>The Johns Hopkins University</FONT></TD>

</TR>
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<FONT SIZE=3D2><P>7:30 - 8:30</P>
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</FONT><FONT SIZE=3D4><P ALIGN=3D"CENTER">Chesapeake Area Biological Safe=

ty Association</P>

<P ALIGN=3D"CENTER">Symposium</P>

</B></FONT><P ALIGN=3D"CENTER">Thursday June 11, 1998</P>

<FONT SIZE=3D2><P ALIGN=3D"CENTER">Best Western Maryland Inn</P>

<P ALIGN=3D"CENTER">15101 Sweitzer Lane</P>

<P ALIGN=3D"CENTER">Laurel, MD 20707</P>

<OL START=3D301>

<P ALIGN=3D"CENTER"><LI>776-5300</LI></P></OL>

</FONT><B><U><P ALIGN=3D"CENTER">Registration Form</P>

</B></U><FONT SIZE=3D2><P>(Please Print or Type)</P>

<P>Name: </P>

<P ALIGN=3D"CENTER">Affiliation:</P>

<P>Address:</P>

<P>&nbsp;</P>

<P>&nbsp;</P>

<P>&nbsp;</P>

<P>Business Phone:</P>

<P>Registration is limited so please sign up early. Lunch and Dinner will=

 be included.</P>

<UL>

</FONT><B><LI>&#9;<FONT FACE=3D"Symbol">=9B</FONT> I will be there for lu=

nch.&#9;<FONT FACE=3D"Courier New">=7F</FONT> I will not attend symposium=

 but will attend dinner. </LI>

<LI>&#9;<FONT FACE=3D"Symbol">=9B</FONT> I will be there for dinner meeti=

ng and presentation</LI>

</B><FONT SIZE=3D2><LI>Pre-registration is required. All fees are non-ref=

undable. See enclosure for directions and hotel information.</LI></UL>

</FONT><B><P ALIGN=3D"CENTER">Registration Fee: </P>

<FONT SIZE=3D2><P ALIGN=3D"CENTER">$60</B> for members</P>

<B><P ALIGN=3D"CENTER">$75</B> for non members</P>

<P ALIGN=3D"CENTER">(note: a portion of your fee, $10.00, will be applied=

 to your annual registration)</P>

<B><P ALIGN=3D"CENTER">$16 </B>for dinner presentation (non-members)</P>

<B><P ALIGN=3D"CENTER">$0</B> for dinner presentation (members)</P><DIR>

<DIR>

<B><P>Please respond no later than May 28, 1998.</P>

</B><P ALIGN=3D"CENTER">Polly McCarty</P>

<P ALIGN=3D"CENTER">NIH DS OSHB SOS</P>

<P ALIGN=3D"CENTER">11802 Clocktower Ln.</P>

<P ALIGN=3D"CENTER">Laurel, MD 20708</P>

<P ALIGN=3D"CENTER">Tel: (301) 496-2346</P>

<P ALIGN=3D"CENTER">Fax: (301) 402-0313</P></DIR>

</DIR>

</FONT></BODY>
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Richard, the cover letter looks good; there are a few minor grammatical =

things that I picked up.  Nothing major. The Program is rather =

impressive, I think.  Has all of this gone out ?   Thanks!

     -Deanna

Deanna S. Robbins, Ph.D.

Dept. of Veterans Affairs

Office of Research and Development

10 N. Greene Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21201

PHONE: 410.605.7000 ext. 6485   FAX: 410.605.7906
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From:   Richard W. Gilpin, PhD, CBSP [SMTP:gilpin@WELCHLINK.WELCH.JHU.EDU]

Sent:   Thursday, May 14, 1998 9:59 AM

To:     BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject:        ChABSA Annual Banquet and Symposium 11 June 1998
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eJ8+IjgOAQaQCAAEAAAAAAABAAEAAQeQBgAIAAAA5AQAAAAAAADoAAEIgAcAGAAAAElQTS5NaWNy

b3NvZnQgTWFpbC5Ob3RlADEIAQ2ABAACAAAAAgACAAEEkAYA0AEAAAEAAAAQAAAAAwAAMAIAAAAL

AA8OAAAAAAIB/w8BAAAAUQAAAAAAAACBKx+kvqMQGZ1uAN0BD1QCAAAAAEEgQmlvc2FmZXR5IERp

c2N1c3Npb24gTGlzdABTTVRQAEJJT1NBRlRZQE1JVFZNQS5NSVQuRURVAAAAAB4AAjABAAAABQAA

AFNNVFAAAAAAHgADMAEAAAAYAAAAQklPU0FGVFlATUlUVk1BLk1JVC5FRFUAAwAVDAEAAAADAP4P

BgAAAB4AATABAAAAHgAAACdBIEJpb3NhZmV0eSBEaXNjdXNzaW9uIExpc3QnAAAAAgELMAEAAAAd

AAAAU01UUDpCSU9TQUZUWUBNSVRWTUEuTUlULkVEVQAAAAADAAA5AAAAAAsAQDoBAAAAHgD2XwEA

AAAcAAAAQSBCaW9zYWZldHkgRGlzY3Vzc2lvbiBMaXN0AAIB918BAAAAUQAAAAAAAACBKx+kvqMQ

GZ1uAN0BD1QCAAAAAEEgQmlvc2FmZXR5IERpc2N1c3Npb24gTGlzdABTTVRQAEJJT1NBRlRZQE1J

VFZNQS5NSVQuRURVAAAAAAMA/V8BAAAAAwD/XwAAAAACAfYPAQAAAAQAAAAAAAAC8V4BBIABADUA

AABSRTogQ2hBQlNBIEFubnVhbCBCYW5xdWV0IGFuZCBTeW1wb3NpdW0gMTEgSnVuZSAxOTk4AJoQ

AQWAAwAOAAAAzgcFAA4ACgAWADEABAA9AQEggAMADgAAAM4HBQAOAAoAEwAlAAQALgEBCYABACEA

AAA4NDZBQjNERjBCRUJEMTExQjE3MzAwMDBDMDYxNzlCQgAdBwEDkAYAKAoAACEAAAALAAIAAQAA

AAsAIwAAAAAAAwAmAAAAAAALACkAAAAAAAMALgAAAAAAAwA2AAAAAABAADkA4Fj3xUN/vQEeAHAA

AQAAADUAAABSRTogQ2hBQlNBIEFubnVhbCBCYW5xdWV0IGFuZCBTeW1wb3NpdW0gMTEgSnVuZSAx

OTk4AAAAAAIBcQABAAAAFgAAAAG9f0PFPt+zaoXrCxHRsXMAAMBhebsAAB4AHgwBAAAABQAAAFNN

VFAAAAAAHgAfDAEAAAAXAAAAZHJvYmJpbnNAdW1hcnlsYW5kLmVkdQAAAwAGEA+bzI0DAAcQGwIA

AB4ACBABAAAAZQAAAFJJQ0hBUkQsVEhFQ09WRVJMRVRURVJMT09LU0dPT0Q7VEhFUkVBUkVBRkVX

TUlOT1JHUkFNTUFUSUNBTFRISU5HU1RIQVRJUElDS0VEVVBOT1RISU5HTUFKT1JUSEVQUk9HUkEA

AAAAAgEJEAEAAADpBgAA5QYAAMAPAABMWkZ1B7lvewMACgByY3BnMTI1cjIMYGMxAzABBwtgbpEO

EDAzMw8WZmUPkk8B9wKkA2MCAGNoCsBzhGV0AtFwcnEyAACSKgqhbm8SUCAwAdCFAdA2D6AwNTA0

FCHzAdAUEDR9B20CgwBQA9T7Ef8TC2IT4RRQE7IY9BTQrwcTAoACkQjmOwlvMBrf+mUOMDUcCh0h

HN8d6Rv0/x4SHH8gTyANH48dvxwPEGD8Mjgl2ibxJq8nuRv0J+K/Jk8qHyndKV8njytUOQ5QHy6k

MAEoIzAAAoJzdHnqbAeQaAngdAAAE1AD8FBkY3RsCrFcMlhhmGRqdTFwBRBnaAVCOxYyDAFjCcAy

YAMwc258ZXgXMAewBbAAwAJzc7EAUHNiMhRQMWBhE/D0XGsJ4HALkDI/MqMIYOsykAuAZTGgdjlg

AUAzm78MMDRkKAA3QASgC4BnJ/HpNOZiYRcQZAIgNaA1Rucx0DOQO5EgMTEzDlA2n/83rzi/AFE5

/ACgNG48fz2G/zEkD8A+jz+fQK8OUDnvQw/bRB89szMCghMQYzZgS6GTM5A9sHRpOZAgRAEQqGF1

bAVAUArAYQnA4GFwaCBGAiE2JCVA6GZpLQ+QOAFAOTBQM+tHDzKjYgsgcglQUlIWoNlSUnc0JUEX

AHAB0E1yfzO/Sp9Lpk/QTpAFEAIwLUNPMANhOiBUb1ewUyh1YmoFkHRXsERh6HRlOjYkNk//UQ9S

H/9TL1Q5McA9ow4hS6E6tg5Qm1VvVn5SOYEXASBIPZH7BJA2JDdZb1p/W49cnTkPL12/D5BpcAjQ

YgqwdDj/SfoPVEYQX79gxmoAYdALULx5L09AXLALEWJFczYk/ygAYz9kT2VfXK9UT2tfbG/vbXVX

0ld0WKk5b78zPwMwHWmzOXOfdK96oERvY/51B4ACMAXQTwAaAXjSeDD3eHBxUQGAblgwAGAJ8E2g

730AAgE14F5SZQDwfQAxgJJwHoBcdgiQd2sLgP5ka0CAogTwB0AQYQFADgDvcSI9goIFAhBvBUIX

IRLyDVjAbQtRWMAgQzpc6lxXAG9O4W1PMAMQB5BNhLBNDeADYHNvAYAgrk8BIA3gf/BchmZFAMD1

AxAuS3B0fdAXEHhwNSHtZ3J4AUB/AW4x0BrwiAQ9TjRjAyAS8wCABZBsdv9BoUbQDnA14IqSAZAA

IIsi/4DxfUEBwYqRFuAPcAAARtDzDNABkCAuGhKKiA5Qi0L/TnB4wIu/jM+N3w/ARtAFgbePf5CP

kZ9sa0BG0GyPP/uT/5UFKY4MJUCS35e/lPT4YiAoApGY34rTWVCWj/+bT5xfnW+LAGMQnrKLj6Af

/6EvjgwoAJ6/pD+lT6ZfiwD/eACjP6jPqd+q5Ar5AzB4LzN5P3rNe1IN4BbhZCy0IHQx0CAFoGHx

IDGgVwJAtKKDMGsEIGeDMGS2O7QiGvAgCsC2QSAQUP0H4G0LgAWxhQIAwE3QgZEftCE7kQQgtDBY

sCBJIA5wDeBGoDUgdXAuIGc1sbgjtvBhagWwuZBU97RBhNYEACBOwLYCu2CEIL8a8AQQTeG0ELjg

uCJruZH2SEtAtlBsAyCGILgStYLnNWC94GdQID+5oLqhAHBttXAhCoXAEy1OIABwbn5hCoUKhcCE

BgC5kAgAYgpiC4BztBBQaC5E3i7BVwUwuZC98VYXIASQ/QYiQQEgC3AXAAqFhmS94v9h0BcQCsAW

0LZQfxBOEWfRXG9wfTIKhU1RTrmQR7sJ0hOAU7IwMeEKhUIHQN9N0ARgGvC0EH2AcjGQxuISMg4g
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AEZUWUBNSVRW+E1BLvcR6ML0P/DxWCXR8W1DaEHmgEHEwMCw5nW38cngbnEKUAVAxuJ1BrFwE2Bp

fSA98A6QSv51vpHzcukfsELTf9SP7x/zs1O/tjw8hUNXsP0C85BpCFB2TLTjLgEwhTA+/j4C3oTV
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AAEAAAABAAAAAAAAAB4AQ4AIIAYAAAAAAMAAAAAAAABGAAAAADiFAAABAAAAAQAAAAAAAAAeAD0A
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Subject:      Allergies to thimerosal/vaccination dilemma
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Has anyone had any experience with employees who have thimerosal allergies

and reactions to the hep B vaccination series?  We had a question from an

outside hospital concerning this issue with a surgeon who cannot receive

hep B vaccine because of an initial reaction to the first dose, and his

reaction to thimerosal (contact lens solution).  Unfortunately, both types

of hep B vaccine AND HBIG contain thimerosal.

Debra L Hunt, DrPH, CBSP

Director, Biological Safety

Duke University
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Subject:      Re: Allergies to thimerosal/vaccination dilemma
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Debra:

He can possibly be desensitized to eye wash by an allergist, but I would

have his anti-HBV titer tested.  He as a 10% +/-10% chance from past medical

exposures at least to have a titer and sometimes one shot of HBV vaccine

induces memory T-cell precursors and TH2 cells and he may have an

antibody titer and be protected.  It's worth a test to see as he may not

have a problem and is already immune.

Joe Coggin

On Thu, 14 May 1998, Debra Hunt wrote:

> Has anyone had any experience with employees who have thimerosal allergies

> and reactions to the hep B vaccination series?  We had a question from an

> outside hospital concerning this issue with a surgeon who cannot receive

> hep B vaccine because of an initial reaction to the first dose, and his

> reaction to thimerosal (contact lens solution).  Unfortunately, both types

> of hep B vaccine AND HBIG contain thimerosal.

>

> Debra L Hunt, DrPH, CBSP

> Director, Biological Safety

> Duke University

>
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Subject:      Updated TSCA + SARA III CD-ROM
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List members involved with Community-Right-To-Know / environmental issues

may find this useful:

A new CD-ROM integrates the updated Toxic Substance Control Act (TSCA)

Chemical Inventory of 62,000 chemicals  with the complete SARA Title III

RCRA reporting requirements.  It also has selected U.S. Code chapters,

Chemicals on Reporting Rules (CORR), EPA PreManufacturing Notices (PMN),

Canadian Domestic/Non-Domestic Substances Lists (DSL/NDSL), European ELINCS.

See  http://www.env-sol.com/solutions/TSCASARA.HTML for more information.

Fran Martin

FM Research & Consulting
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Can anyone provide handling precautions for alpha-bungarotoxin?

Thanks,

Patty Olinger

Pharmacia & Upjohn

plolinge@am.pnu.com
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At the recent Eagleson Viral Vectors Seminar, it was said that some

replication-defective vectors, especially the retroviruses, are pretty

good at generating replication-competent forms by homologous

recombination during the stock expansion process using a helper cell

line.  It appears that many institutions require some form of

demonstration by PIs that their rep-def vector stocks are free of

replication-competent virus and at least one presenter felt that this

was a reasonable safety requirement.

I discussed this with my Biosafety Committee on Wednesday.  We have

talked in the past about asking at least certain PIs to provide strain

verification information about their vectors but had never carried it to

the policy level.  We agreed to develop such a requirement as campus

biosafety policy.

Rather than reinvent the wheel, I would appreciate hearing about your

experiences with such a policy.  How have you worded your requirement,

how do you verify that it's being met, etc.?  For PIs buying

commercially prepared vector stock and not expanding it, do you accept

the supplier's certification?

Many thanks for your help with this.  Have a great weekend!

-- Glenn

-----------------------------------------------

Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D., CBSP

Biosafety Officer

U.C. San Francisco

415-476-2097   fax 415-476-0581

glennf@ehsmail.ucsf.edu
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Hi Glen

We do allot of viral vector stuff here.  For research applications, retro,

adeno, or pox vectors we always require BL2 level precautions and BL2 plus

(special training sessions, neg and controlled air flow rooms) for the

work, b/c there is always some replication competent fraction in the

cultures.  In other words, they are handled just like they are replicating

viruses, regardless.  On our IBC registration document we eliminated the

"replication incompetent" check box - and now have only "replication

competent" and "replication defective" check box options.  That change has

been in effect for about 8 months and now all the PIs acknowledged this

fact.

In clinical operations it's a little different.  All of the material used

for patient inoculations/administrations is out-sourced.  Sponsors provide

the investigator's brochure and the IRB documentation.  I haven't seen one

of these yet that does not mention the "RCAs", replication competent

adenovirus fraction, of the material.  If they didn't we would approve the

protocol "pending" until that information was supplied.  These documents

may state that "no RCAs were detectable at 10^9", etc.  The problem is that

the tests are limited in their sensitivity.  When no replication competent

vectors are detected at 10^9 and you have a 10^12 vector inoculum

theoretically, you could have 1000 replication competent vectors in the

pool.  Therefore we treat all clinical administrations of vector as if they

are replication competent also.

It's more difficult in the clinical setting to get something close to BL2,

so we have come up with a guideline entitled "MINIMUM FACILITIES AND SAFETY

PRACTICES REQUIRED FOR USE OF ADENOVIRUS VECTORS

IN HUMAN TRIALS".  Adenovirus vectors are our main type of Gene Therapy

trail.  The document covers pre and post administration procedures.  The

safety office inspects and verifies that the room for administration is

appropriate.  We look for negative flow and high ACH rooms that are

isolated from other patient areas.  We have modified several areas by

installing HEPA filtered exhaust duct work to reverse air-flow and increase

ACH (especially in clinic areas, that other immunosuppressed patients

frequent).  We require identification and training of the clinical staff,

that will be in the room at the time of administration, and the wearing of

respirators during administration of adenoviral and pox vectors, but not

retroviral vectors.   I still have to make changes reflecting the

identification of the staff and the mandatory Biosafety Training to the

guideline for Adenovirus vectors, so it is in draft form.  I've pasted the

draft below.

I've decided to post this to the list b/c some others (Ben Fontes and ?)

were asking me about this too.  I hope this helps.  (See attached file:

Advsfty3.doc)

Judy Pointer, CBSP

UT M.D. Anderson Cancer Center

jpointer@mdanderson.org  <-- new e-mail address but old one will work also.

"Funk, Glenn" <GLENNF@EHSMAIL.UCSF.EDU> on 05/15/98 02:07:45 PM

Please respond to A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

cc:    (bcc: Judy M. Pointer/MDACC)

Subject:  Repliction-Competent Vectors

At the recent Eagleson Viral Vectors Seminar, it was said that some

replication-defective vectors, especially the retroviruses, are pretty

good at generating replication-competent forms by homologous

recombination during the stock expansion process using a helper cell

line.  It appears that many institutions require some form of

demonstration by PIs that their rep-def vector stocks are free of

replication-competent virus and at least one presenter felt that this

was a reasonable safety requirement.

I discussed this with my Biosafety Committee on Wednesday.  We have

talked in the past about asking at least certain PIs to provide strain

verification information about their vectors but had never carried it to

the policy level.  We agreed to develop such a requirement as campus

biosafety policy.

Rather than reinvent the wheel, I would appreciate hearing about your

experiences with such a policy.  How have you worded your requirement,

how do you verify that it's being met, etc.?  For PIs buying

commercially prepared vector stock and not expanding it, do you accept

the supplier's certification?

Many thanks for your help with this.  Have a great weekend!

-- Glenn

-----------------------------------------------

Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D., CBSP

Biosafety Officer

U.C. San Francisco

415-476-2097   fax 415-476-0581

glennf@ehsmail.ucsf.edu
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ZXN0aWdhdG9yknMgQnJvY2h1cmWULCAgKDIpIFNlY3Rpb24gViAJZnJvbSB0aGUgY29ycmVzcG9u

ZGluZyBGREEgSU5ELCBhbmQgKDMpIGEgY29weSBvZiBkb2N1bWVudGF0aW9uIHN1Ym1pdHRlZCB0

byB0aGUgSVJCLg23CURlc2lnbmF0ZSB0aGUgcm9vbXMgd2hlcmUgdGhlIHZpcnVzIHdpbGwgYmUg

aGFuZGxlZCBhbmQgdGhlIGFyZWFzIHdoZXJlIHBhdGllbnRzIHdpbGwgYmUgCWhvdXNlZC4gIFRo

ZSBTYWZldHkgT2ZmaWNlIG11c3QgaW5zcGVjdCBhbmQgYXBwcm92ZSBhbGwgcm9vbXMgd2hlcmUg

dmlydXMgYWRtaW5pc3RyYXRpb24gCWlzIHRvIHRha2UgcGxhY2UuDbcJUHJpb3IgdG8gdHJpYWwg

aW5pdGlhdGlvbiwgdGhlIHRyaWFsIG11c3QgaGF2ZSByZWNlaXZlZCBmaW5hbCBhcHByb3ZhbCBm

cm9tIHRoZSBJQkMuDbcJSXQgaXMgdGhlIGludmVzdGlnYXRvcpJzIHJlc3BvbnNpYmlsaXR5IHRv

IGNvbXBseSB3aXRoIGFkZGl0aW9uYWwgc3RpcHVsYXRpb25zIG9mIHRoZSBGREEgSU5EIAlpZiB0

aGV5IGFyZSBtb3JlIHN0cmluZ2VudCB0aGFuIHRoZSBzdGlwdWxhdGlvbnMgcmVxdWlyZWQgYnkg

dGhlIElCQy4NDUluIFBoYXJtYWN5OiBXb3JrIGluIEJMIDIgZmFjaWxpdGllcyB3aXRoIEJMIDIg

cHJhY3RpY2VzIHdpdGggc3BlY2lhbCBhbmQgc3BlY2lmaWMgYXR0ZW50aW9uIHBhaWQgdG8gdGhl

IGdlbmVyYXRpb24gb2YgYWVyb3NvbHMgYXMgc3BlY2lmaWVkIGJlbG93Og0NtwlNb3N0IGhhbmRs

aW5nIG9mIG1hdGVyaWFscyBnZW5lcmF0ZSBhZXJvc29scywgdGhlcmVmb3JlIG1hdGVyaWFscyBj

b250YWluaW5nIEFkZW5vdmlydXMgCXNob3VsZCBiZSBoYW5kbGVkIGluc2lkZSBiaW9sb2dpY2Fs

IHNhZmV0eSBjYWJpbmV0cyAoQ2xhc3MgSUlBLCBJSUIxIG9yIElJQjIpIHdoZW5ldmVyIAlwb3Nz

aWJsZS4NtwlQcm90ZWN0IHRoZSB2YWN1dW0gbGluZXMgYW5kIHN5c3RlbSB3aXRoIGRpc2luZmVj

dGFudCB0cmFwcyBhbmQgZmlsdGVycy4NtwlXZWFyIGEgZHVzdC9taXN0IDk1JSBlZmZpY2llbnQg

cmVzcGlyYXRvciwgKE45NSBOSU9TSCBjbGFzc2lmaWNhdGlvbiBUQy04NEEpIGZvciB3aGljaCAJ

dGhlIHdlYXJlciBoYXMgYmVlbiBmaXQtdGVzdGVkLCB0byBwcm90ZWN0IGFnYWluc3QgZXhwb3N1

cmVzIGZyb20gc3BsYXNoZXMgb3Igc3BpbGxzIG9mIHZpcnVzIAljb250YWluaW5nIG1hdGVyaWFs

cyB3aGVuIGhhbmRsaW5nIEFkZW5vdmlydXMtY29udGFpbmluZyB2ZXNzZWxzIG91dHNpZGUgb2Yg

Y29udGFpbm1lbnQgCWVxdWlwbWVudC4gQWx0ZXJuYXRpdmVseSwgYSBIRVBBIHJlc3BpcmF0b3Ig

KDk5Ljk5JSBlZmZpY2llbnQgTklPU0gvTVNIQSAJY2xhc3NpZmljYXRpb24gVEMtMjFDKSBtYXkg

YmUgd29ybiBpZiB0aGUgd2VhcmVyIGhhcyBiZWVuIGZpdC10ZXN0ZWQgZm9yIGl0cyB1c2UuDbcJ

V2VhciBnbG92ZXMgYW5kIHdhc2ggeW91ciBoYW5kcyBhZnRlciByZW1vdmluZyB0aGVtIGFuZCBi

ZWZvcmUgZXhpdGluZyB0aGUgcm9vbS4NtwlBdm9pZCB0b3VjaGluZyB5b3VyIGdsb3ZlZCBoYW5k

cyB0byB5b3VyIGZhY2UuDbcJUGF5IHNwZWNpYWwgYXR0ZW50aW9uIHRvIHRoZSBwb3NzaWJsZSBn

ZW5lcmF0aW9uIG9mIGFlcm9zb2xzIGZyb20gd2FzdGUgbWF0ZXJpYWxzLiANtwlXZWFyIHNwbGFz
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bGwgbWF0ZXJpYWwgaW4gYSBkb3VibGUtc2VhbGVkIHVuYnJlYWthYmxlIGNvbnRhaW5lci4NtwlM

YWJlbCB0aGUgY29udGFpbmVyIHdpdGggYSBiaW9oYXphcmQgc3ltYm9sLCB0aGUgYWdlbnQsIHRo

ZSBhbW91bnQsIGFuZCB0aGUgb3duZXKScyAJIAkocmVzcG9uc2libGUgcGVyc29uknMpIG5hbWUg

YW5kIHRlbGVwaG9uZSBudW1iZXIuDbcJRm9sbG93IHRoZSBVVE1EQUNDIEJpb3RyYW5zcG9ydCBQ

b2xpY3kgd2hlbiByZW1vdmluZyBtYXRlcmlhbCBvdXRzaWRlIG9mIGEgZmFjaWxpdHkgCWFuZCB0

cmFuc3BvcnRpbmcgb3ZlciBwdWJsaWMgcm9hZHMuDQ1EdXJpbmcgYWRtaW5pc3RyYXRpb24gb2Yg

Y29uY2VudHJhdGVkIEFkZW5vdmlydXMgKGdyZWF0ZXIgdGhhbiAxMF45IHZpcmFsIHZlY3RvcnMp

Lg0NtwlQZXJmb3JtIGFsbCBhZG1pbmlzdHJhdGlvbnMgaW52b2x2aW5nIGNvbmNlbnRyYXRlZCBt

YXRlcmlhbHMgaW4gbmVnYXRpdmUgcHJlc3N1cmUgCSAJIAkoZXhoYXVzdGVkKSByb29tcyB0aGF0

IGhhdmUgYXQgbGVhc3QgNiBBQ0ggb3IgSEVQQSBmaWx0cmF0aW9uIHByaW9yIHRvIHJlY2lyY3Vs

YXRpb24gb2YgdGhlIAlyb29tIGFpci4gIFRoZSBTYWZldHkgT2ZmaWNlIG11c3QgZ3JhbnQgYWxs

IGV4Y2VwdGlvbnMgdG8gdGhpcyByZXF1aXJlbWVudC4NtwlUaGUgZG9vcnMgb2YgdGhlIHJvb20g

bXVzdCByZW1haW4gY2xvc2VkIGR1cmluZyBhZG1pbmlzdHJhdGlvbnMuDbcJV2VhciBhcHByb3By

aWF0ZSBvdXRlcndlYXIgb3IgZ293bnMgdGhhdCBhcmUgbGF1bmRlcmVkIGJ5IHRoZSBpbnN0aXR1

dGlvbmFsIGxhdW5kcnkgCXNlcnZpY2UuICANtwlGb2xsb3cgZ29vZCBpbmZlY3Rpb24gY29udHJv

bCBwcmFjdGljZXMgYW5kIGRvbpJ0IHdlYXIgY29udGFtaW5hdGVkIG91dGVyd2VhciBvciBwZXJz

b25hbCAJcHJvdGVjdGl2ZSBlcXVpcG1lbnQgd2hpbGUgdGVuZGluZyB0byBvdGhlciBwYXRpZW50

cy4NtwlXZWFyIGdsb3ZlcyBhbmQgd2FzaCB5b3VyIGhhbmRzIGFmdGVyIHJlbW92aW5nIHRoZW0g

YW5kIGJlZm9yZSBleGl0aW5nIHRoZSByb29tLg23CUF2b2lkIHRvdWNoaW5nIHlvdXIgZ2xvdmVk

IGhhbmRzIHRvIHlvdXIgZmFjZS4NtwlXZWFyIHNwbGFzaCBhbmQgc3BpbGwgKGZhY2UpIHByb3Rl

Y3Rpb24gb3IgZXllIGdvZ2dsZXMuDbcJV2VhciBhIGR1c3QvbWlzdCA5NSUgZWZmaWNpZW50IHJl

c3BpcmF0b3IsIChOOTUgTklPU0ggY2xhc3NpZmljYXRpb24gVEMtODRBKSBmb3Igd2hpY2ggCXRo

ZSB3ZWFyZXIgaGFzIGJlZW4gZml0LXRlc3RlZCwgdG8gcHJvdGVjdCBhZ2FpbnN0IGV4cG9zdXJl

cyBmcm9tIHNwbGFzaGVzIG9yIHNwaWxscyBvZiB2aXJ1cyAJY29udGFpbmluZyBtYXRlcmlhbHMg

d2hlbiBoYW5kbGluZyBBZGVub3ZpcnVzLWNvbnRhaW5pbmcgdmVzc2Vscy4gQWx0ZXJuYXRpdmVs

eSwgYSBIRVBBIAlyZXNwaXJhdG9yICg5OS45OSUgZWZmaWNpZW50IE5JT1NIL01TSEEgY2xhc3Np

ZmljYXRpb24gVEMtMjFDKSBtYXkgYmUgd29ybiBpZiB0aGUgCXdlYXJlciBoYXMgYmVlbiBmaXQt

dGVzdGVkIGZvciBpdHMgdXNlLg23CVBheSBzcGVjaWFsIGF0dGVudGlvbiB0byB0aGUgcG9zc2li

bGUgZ2VuZXJhdGlvbiBvZiBhZXJvc29scyBmcm9tIHRoZSBwcm9jZWR1cmUgYW5kIHRoZSAJd2Fz

dGUgbWF0ZXJpYWxzLg23CUVtcGxveSBVbml2ZXJzYWwgUHJlY2F1dGlvbnMgd2hlbiBoYW5kbGlu

ZyBhbGwgY2xpbmljYWwgc3BlY2ltZW5zIG9yIGJvZHkgZmx1aWRzLg23CURpc2luZmVjdCBhbGwg

c3VyZmFjZXMgYW5kIGVxdWlwbWVudCB0aGF0IGNvbWUgaW50byBjb250YWN0IHdpdGggdGhlIEFk

ZW5vdmlydXMgcHJvbXB0bHksIAl3aXRoIGFuIGFwcHJvcHJpYXRlIHZpcnVjaWRlLg23CUhhdmUg

YSB3cml0dGVuIHNwaWxsIGNsZWFuLXVwIHByb2NlZHVyZSBpbiBwbGFjZSBhbmQgZW5zdXJlIHRo

ZSBtYXRlcmlhbHMgZm9yIHRoZSBwcm9jZWR1cmUgCWFyZSBhdmFpbGFibGUgaW4gdGhlIHJvb20u

DbcJUGFja2FnZSBhbGwgd2FzdGUgcHJvbXB0bHkgYW5kIGluIGFjY29yZGFuY2Ugd2l0aCBVVE1E

QUNDcyBtZWRpY2FsIHdhc3RlIHBvbGljeS4NtwlFbXBsb3kgcm91dGluZSBwYXRpZW50IGlzb2xh

dGlvbiByb29tIGNsZWFuIHVwIGFmdGVyIHRoZSBwcm9jZWR1cmUgaXMgY29tcGxldGVkLg23CUNv

bXBseSB3aXRoIGFueSBhZGRpdGlvbmFsIHByZWNhdXRpb25zIHN0aXB1bGF0ZWQgYnkgdGhlIElC

QyB1cG9uIGFwcHJvdmFsLg0NUG9zdCBhZG1pbmlzdHJhdGlvbiBwYXRpZW50cyBjYXJlDQ1JbnBh

dGllbnQNtwlBc3N1bWUgdGhlIHdhc2ggb3V0IHBlcmlvZCBmb3IgQWRlbm92aXJ1cyB0byBiZSAx

MCBkYXlzIG1pbmltdW0gdW5sZXNzIGl0IGNhbiBiZSAJZGVtb25zdHJhdGVkIG9uIDI5MyBjZWxs

cyBvciBvdGhlciBwZXJtaXNzaXZlIGNlbGwgbGluZXMgdG8gYmUgZGlmZmVyZW50Lg23CUZvbGxv

dyBQYXRpZW50IFJlc3BpcmF0b3J5IElzb2xhdGlvbiCWIEEgIHByb2NlZHVyZXMgZm9yIDEwIGRh

eXMgYWZ0ZXIgdGhlIGxhc3QgdmlyYWwgCXZlY3RvciBhZG1pbmlzdHJhdGlvbiwgd2hpbGUgdGhl

IHBhdGllbnQgcmVtYWlucyBpbiB0aGUgaG9zcGl0YWwuDbcJRm9sbG93IGlucGF0aWVudCBhbWJ1

bGF0aW9uIGFuZCB0cmFuc3BvcnRhdGlvbiBwcm9jZWR1cmVzIGFzIHBlciBUQiwgaW4gU2VjdGlv

biA0LjIzOSwgCXBhZ2UgQzExIG9mIHRoZSBJbmZlY3Rpb24gQ29udHJvbCBNYW51YWwuDbcJVXBv

biBkaXNtaXNzYWwsIGlmIHN1Y2ggdGFrZXMgcGxhY2Ugd2l0aGluIDMgZGF5cyBvZiBsYXN0IHZl
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XABFAEgAUwBfAFMAQwBJAFwAVQBTAEUAUgBcAEoAUABPAEkATgBUAFwAUABPAEwASQBDAFkAXABB

AGQAdgBzAGYAdAB5ADMALgBEAE8AQwAPAEoAdQBkAHkAIABNAC4AIABQAG8AaQBuAHQAZQByADQA

XABcAFUAVABNAC0AUwBBAEYARQBUAFkAXABFAEgAUwBfAFMAQwBJAFwAVQBTAEUAUgBcAEoAUABP

AEkATgBUAFwAUABPAEwASQBDAFkAXABBAGQAdgBzAGYAdAB5ADMALgBEAE8AQwAPAEoAdQBkAHkA

IABNAC4AIABQAG8AaQBuAHQAZQByADQAXABcAFUAVABNAC0AUwBBAEYARQBUAFkAXABFAEgAUwBf
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dAB5ADMALgBEAE8AQwAPAEoAdQBkAHkAIABNAC4AIABQAG8AaQBuAHQAZQByADQAXABcAFUAVABN

AC0AUwBBAEYARQBUAFkAXABFAEgAUwBfAFMAQwBJAFwAVQBTAEUAUgBcAEoAUABPAEkATgBUAFwA

UABPAEwASQBDAFkAXABBAGQAdgBzAGYAdAB5ADMALgBEAE8AQwAPAEoAdQBkAHkAIABNAC4AIABQ

AG8AaQBuAHQAZQByADQAXABcAFUAVABNAC0AUwBBAEYARQBUAFkAXABFAEgAUwBfAFMAQwBJAFwA

VQBTAEUAUgBcAEoAUABPAEkATgBUAFwAUABPAEwASQBDAFkAXABBAGQAdgBzAGYAdAB5ADMALgBE
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Date:         Tue, 19 May 1998 09:59:38 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Herzing Bliss BM <bliss.herzing@PHWILM.ZENECA.COM>

Subject:      Autoclaving Sharps Containers

We require our researchers or staff to autoclave their sharp containers

when 3/4 full.  We have been noticing recently that there are sharps

protruding from the containers after they are autoclaved.  I know  that

the containers become soft and if moved around the sharps may poke

through.  Have any of you experienced this problem?

Some of my researchers are concerned for their safety and I am trying to

revamp the program.  Do many of you autoclave your sharps containers?

If you do not - is there a disposal method that allows everyone in the

waste stream to be safe?

If we dispose of the sharps containers without autoclaving I would like

to retrain the individuals involved in the waste procedures - such as

personnel protective equipment and handling procedures.  Any suggestions

please let me know.

Thank you!

Bliss M. Herzing

Biosafety Specialist

LW Basement

(302)886-2185

FAX:(302)886-2909

email: bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 19 May 1998 09:16:56 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Funk, Glenn" <GLENNF@EHSMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Autoclaving Sharps Containers

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Hi, Bliss -

We strongly discourage autoclaving sharps containers at UCSF.  We have a

very favorable medical waste incineration contract with Integrated

Environmental Systems so we ask labs to stop using sharps containers

when they're 2/3 full, close the access lids completey (past the last

detent), tape the top and bottom halves together and either place the

container in a red bag for regular incineration pickup or phone in a

special pickup request.  The taping step comes from several occasions

when smaller containers were dropped on their corners and the top and

bottom halves popped apart, resulting in a messy sharps spill.  We also

had someone drop a large sharps container down a hospital laundry chute

one night (inadvertently, I hope!); the top and bottom sections came

apart as it bounced off the chute walls on the way down and the mess was

discovered by the laundry crew the next day.  Imagine pulling wads of

bedding out of the chute and suddenly finding yourself awash in sharps.

'Twas not a pretty sight.  So now we tape, hoping to avoid ugly spills

and lots of forceps time.  But we don't autoclave sharps containers ...

- Glenn

> -----Original Message-----

> From: Herzing Bliss BM [SMTP:bliss.herzing@PHWILM.ZENECA.COM]

> Sent: Tuesday, May 19, 1998 7:00 AM

> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:      Autoclaving Sharps Containers

>

> We require our researchers or staff to autoclave their sharp

> containers

> when 3/4 full.  We have been noticing recently that there are sharps

> protruding from the containers after they are autoclaved.  I know

> that

> the containers become soft and if moved around the sharps may poke

> through.  Have any of you experienced this problem?

>

> Some of my researchers are concerned for their safety and I am trying

> to

> revamp the program.  Do many of you autoclave your sharps containers?

> If you do not - is there a disposal method that allows everyone in the

> waste stream to be safe?

>

> If we dispose of the sharps containers without autoclaving I would

> like

> to retrain the individuals involved in the waste procedures - such as

> personnel protective equipment and handling procedures.  Any

> suggestions

> please let me know.

>

> Thank you!

>

> Bliss M. Herzing

> Biosafety Specialist

> LW Basement

> (302)886-2185

> FAX:(302)886-2909

> email: bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 19 May 1998 13:49:18 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Ann Rathbun <PLOLINGE@AM.PNU.COM>

Subject:      A few questions

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

I have a few biosafety related questions (topics for discussion) for the

group.

1.      Do you use unvented recirculating, ductless, Class II Type A

biosafety cabinets?

Please share your rational for why you do or do not.

This would be a great topic for discussion via the intranet discussion

group as well as at the October ABSA meeting.

2.     We are in the process of revisiting/redesigning our biosafety

program.  Please answer the following.

a)      Do you prepare risk assessments for biohazardous agents on

site?

b)      What is the criteria you use to determine if a risk

assessment is needed?

c)      Are protocols involving biohazardous agents reviewed. (ie,

for CDC select agents, IACUC, BSL3????).

Thanks in advance!  Patty Olinger

Pharmacia & Upjohn, Co.

616-833-7931

plolinge@am.pnu.com

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 20 May 1998 11:18:14 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: LS&EM '98

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

>From: PRIZIMnet <PRIZIMnet@aol.com>

>Date: Wed, 20 May 1998 09:43:26 EDT

>To: rfink@MIT.EDU

>Subject: Re: LS&EM '98

>X-Mailer: AOL 3.0 for Windows 95 sub 51

>

>Thanks Richard, here it is:

>

>Just FIVE MORE WEEKS TO GO until this year's

>Laboratory Safety & Environmental Management (LS&EM) conference.

>

>LS&EM '98 is going to be held June 22-25 in Research Triangle Park, NC at the

>Sheraton Imperial Hotel and Convention Center.

>

>If you haven't already received your personal copy of the registration

>brochure, you can now view and print it at our recently developed web site:

>

>www.prizim-inc.com/LSEMconference.htm

>

>Discounts are available for academia and groups of 5 or more.  Please contact

>Dawnn or Sherry at 301-840-5748 for more information.

>

>We hope you will join us for this exceptional educational experience!

>

Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

Biosafty List Owner

rfink@mit.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 20 May 1998 11:02:26 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Mueller, Jeff" <jmueller@AMGEN.COM>

Subject:      Re: [Fwd: Biosafety Course Announcement Johns Hopkins University

              June 22-26, 1998]

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Dr. Gilpin,

I am enrolled in this year's course, and I have a question:

Has this course been granted any CEs from the American Academy of Health

Physics (AAHP)? I noticed that in 1995, this course was approved for CEs

by the AAHP.

If the course hasn't been granted AAHP CEs yet, would it be possible for

you to apply for them? I would appreciate it.  Start be contacting Nancy

Johnson at (703)790-1745, extension 25,  or njohnson@burkinc.com.

Thanks,

Jeff

-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-

Jeffrey S. Mueller, CHP

Laboratory Safety Manager

AMGEN, INC.

One Amgen Center Drive, M/S 16-1-A

Thousand Oaks, CA 91320-1789

Voice:   805/447-1992

Fax:      805/498-8887

Pager:  805/493-6022

E-mail:  jmueller@amgen.com

-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-

> ----------

> From:         Richard W. Gilpin, PhD, CBSP

> Reply To:     A Biosafety Discussion List

> Sent:         Thursday, April 23, 1998 2:15 PM

> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:      [Fwd: Biosafety Course Announcement Johns Hopkins

> University June 22-26, 1998]

>

> <<Message: Biosafety Course Announcem...>>

>

>
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Date:         Thu, 21 May 1998 10:54:40 -0400

Reply-To:     rubockpa@UMDNJ.EDU

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         paul rubock <rubockpa@UMDNJ.EDU>

Organization: eohss-umdnj

Subject:      "Infectious Substances" transport

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Situation: I recently provided IATA update training for a research group

that has been regularly FED-EXing their samples across the country as

"Infectious Substances",class 6.2.

The question: Can one of the TRAINED researchers periodically transport

specimens to a facility across town in her private vehicle IF she

packages and labels the material just as if she was going to call FED-EX

to send it across the country.

Yes, she would be using a public roadway.

Thank you.

Paul Rubock

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 21 May 1998 10:14:05 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Joseph H. Coggin Jr." <jcoggin@JAGUAR1.USOUTHAL.EDU>

Subject:      Seeking News and facts about CDC cancelling Select Agent Contract

              (fwd)

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

---------- Forwarded message ----------

Date: Thu, 21 May 1998 09:45:08 -0500 (CDT)

From: Joseph H. Coggin Jr. <jcoggin@jaguar1.usouthal.edu>

To: qq2 <carol-showalter@uiowa.edu>, carolyn@pliny.ehs.ufl.edu,

    cjohnso8@lamar.ColoState.EDU,

    Dr._Robert_Hawley@ftdetrck-ccmail.army.mil,

    HAWKINSL@OMRF.OMRF.uokhsc.edu, jcoggin@jaguar1.usouthal.edu,

    jeffry.rozak@abbott.com, joseph_gyuris@merck.com,

    jpointer@notes.mdacc.tmc.edu, Marian.Downing@add.ssw.abbott.com,

    Mary.Cipriano@add.ssw.abbott.com, mnoble@unixg.ubc.ca,

    paul_meechan@Merck.Com, PHOLEMA@ODSRARN3.SSW.JNJ.COM, rfink@mit.edu,

    richard.rebar@sb.com, SCFRY@BCSC02.GOV.BC.CA, skingsto@uiuc.edu

Subject: Seeking News and facts about CDC cancelling Select Agent Contract (fwd)

---------- Forwarded message ----------

Date: Thu, 21 May 1998 09:21:38 -0500 (CDT)

From: Joseph H. Coggin Jr. <jcoggin@jaguar1.usouthal.edu>

To: qq <delpin.leslie_M@west-haven.va.gov>, destefam@cnyrc.org,

    dew@helix.nih.gov, egilman@MIT.EDU, ehs2lahr@ucsbvm.ucsb.edu,

    GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU, jab19768@glaxowellcome.com,

    jbetanco@umiamivm.ir.miami.edu, kjoseph@warren.med.harvard.edu,

    lburnett@uiuc.edu, leslie@admin.ucla.edu, ljt2@cornell.edu,

    partye@rockvax.rockefeller.edu, shenry@frii.com, skowalewsky@ucsd.edu,

    snowair@ix.netcom.com, stefan@msu.edu, THOMPSON_CHRISTINA_Z@LILLY.COM,

    tleonard@wista.wistar.upenn.edu

Subject: Seeking News and facts about CDC cancelling Select Agent Contract

Dear Friends:

I learned today that CDC has cancelled the BL-3 the contract bid let last

year or early this year for evaluating laboratories handling select agents

and toxins in compliance with the new Select Agent Standard.  We have

tried to get some information on who, what, where, and why the contract

was cancelled and what will happen now to enforce the new Law if this

information is correct.  Also, the list of applicants applying for use of

shipped select agents and toxins is or should be public information, but

my associate has had no luck in getting the list.

Finally, how will CDC explain to Congress the failure to monitor as

required by Law?  Will CDC rebid the contract? The cost of registration

was high, but CDC officials frequently told ASM and other societies

including the Medical School Microbiology Chairpersons organization last

year that the price was to be made much cheaper.  CDC denied any such

price reductions when contacted directly.

Any factual news would be appreciated.

Thanks!

Joe Coggin, Jr, Ph.D. RBP CBSP

Professor and Chairman

U. South Alabama, College of Medicine

Dept. Microbiology and Immunology

LMB

Mobile, AL 36688

(334) 460-6314 Work phone

(334) 460-6279 Fax

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 21 May 1998 11:21:02 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Gerry.Griffin" <Gerry.Griffin@MED.NYU.EDU>

Subject:      TB in Mobile Van

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII

I'm working with a researcher who is doing a study with a population

at high risk for TB.  Interviewers go out and see the clients in a

mobile van.  The van is used throughout the year -  sometimes windows

and door are open, sometimes not, sometimes heated, air conditioned,

etc. So we'd like to see about getting recirculating HEPA filtered air

cleaners installed.  Do you know any vendors who have such a product

or might be able to custom design something? There is a generator so

it can be run on 110.  If you can give me any leads or if you've

dealt with a similar situation, I'd appreciate your input.

----------------------------------------

Gerry Griffin

Email: Gerry.Griffin@med.nyu.edu

NYU Medical Center

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 21 May 1998 08:48:07 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Funk, Glenn" <GLENNF@EHSMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: TB in Mobile Van

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Gerry -

I've also been looking for such a product to help out a tissue culture

lab that's having a lot of trouble with mold contamination.  The lab is

located in an old building with old air handling equipment and I've

determined the problem is not related to technique.  So I've had the

following products recommended to me by one of our biosafety cabinet

certification contractors:

1)  Environmental air control, Inc. makes a ceiling-mounted HEPA unit

called "MAC 10", available in several sizes; contact them (800)638-7416.

2)  Clean Air Research and Engineering (RxAir) makes recirculating HEPA

units of various sizes for hospitals;  contact them at (800)231-3248.

3)  NuAire makes something called the NuAire Shower, a ceiling-mounted

HEPA recirc unit; contact them at (800)328-3352.

Hope this helps.  Please let me know if you find anything else and I'll

pass the info along to my fungally-challenged associate.

-- Glenn

-----------------------------------------------

Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D., CBSP

Biosafety Officer

U.C. San Francisco

415-476-2097   fax 415-476-0581

glennf@ehsmail.ucsf.edu

> -----Original Message-----

> From: Gerry.Griffin [SMTP:Gerry.Griffin@MED.NYU.EDU]

> Sent: Thursday, May 21, 1998 8:21 AM

> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:      TB in Mobile Van

>

> I'm working with a researcher who is doing a study with a population

> at high risk for TB.  Interviewers go out and see the clients in a

> mobile van.  The van is used throughout the year -  sometimes windows

> and door are open, sometimes not, sometimes heated, air conditioned,

> etc. So we'd like to see about getting recirculating HEPA filtered air

> cleaners installed.  Do you know any vendors who have such a product

> or might be able to custom design something? There is a generator so

> it can be run on 110.  If you can give me any leads or if you've

> dealt with a similar situation, I'd appreciate your input.

>

> ----------------------------------------

> Gerry Griffin

> Email: Gerry.Griffin@med.nyu.edu

> NYU Medical Center

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 21 May 1998 10:56:51 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Kyle Boyett <kboyett@HEALTHSAFE.UAB.EDU>

Subject:      Re: TB in Mobile Van

Mime-version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset="US-ASCII"

Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit

Gerry, contact Jim Grantham with Certek, Inc. 919-787-3989. He will probably

be able to help you.

----------

>From: "Gerry.Griffin" <Gerry.Griffin@MED.NYU.EDU>

>To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>Subject: TB in Mobile Van

>Date: Thu, May 21, 1998, 9:21 AM

>

>I'm working with a researcher who is doing a study with a population

>at high risk for TB.  Interviewers go out and see the clients in a

>mobile van.  The van is used throughout the year -  sometimes windows

>and door are open, sometimes not, sometimes heated, air conditioned,

>etc. So we'd like to see about getting recirculating HEPA filtered air

>cleaners installed.  Do you know any vendors who have such a product

>or might be able to custom design something? There is a generator so

>it can be run on 110.  If you can give me any leads or if you've

>dealt with a similar situation, I'd appreciate your input.

>

>----------------------------------------

>Gerry Griffin

>Email: Gerry.Griffin@med.nyu.edu

>NYU Medical Center

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 21 May 1998 12:23:24 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Suzanne M. Kupiec, MPH, CSP" <kupiecsm@UMDNJ.EDU>

Subject:      RMW Containters Punctures

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Yes, we had a similar problem -  a pasteur pipette poked through a red

container after having been in the autoclave.

I performed several, INFORMAL experiments and found that the warm red

container is quite soft.  Large bore needles went through with very little

effort, and small bore needles could be "teased" through.  After about 5

minutes, the container cooled and the plastic returned to full

puncture-resistance so large bore needles could be forced through, and

small bore needles could not.

Pastuer pipettes, however, could not be forced through a hot or cool

container - so my mystery was not solved.

SO:

1.  Remember that the containers are advertised as puncture-RESISTANT not

puncture-PROOF.

2.  They should be handled very carefully for the first 5 minutes out of

the autoclave, and inspected for needles that have made it through.

Hope this helps.

Suzanne M. Kupiec, MPH, CSP

Laboratory Safety Specialist/Webmaster

University of Medicine & Dentistry

Environmental & Occupational Health & Safety Services

675 Hoes Lane

Piscataway, NJ 08854

(732) 235-4058

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 21 May 1998 13:22:29 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Randall Morin <morin@MAIL.NCIFCRF.GOV>

Subject:      Re: Seeking News and facts about CDC cancelling Select Agent

              Contract              (fwd)

In-Reply-To:  <Pine.3.88.9805211022.A7089-0100000@jaguar1.usouthal.edu>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

I discussed this issue with an individual working for Peg Tipple earlier

this week, don't remember his name.  He said that CDC was in the process of

hiring several government employees who would be conducting the on-site

inspections and that he expected them to begin this fall.  No word on

refunds or reductions of fees.

At 10:14 AM 5/21/98 -0500, you wrote:

>---------- Forwarded message ----------

>Date: Thu, 21 May 1998 09:45:08 -0500 (CDT)

>From: Joseph H. Coggin Jr. <jcoggin@jaguar1.usouthal.edu>

>To: qq2 <carol-showalter@uiowa.edu>, carolyn@pliny.ehs.ufl.edu,

>    cjohnso8@lamar.ColoState.EDU,

>    Dr._Robert_Hawley@ftdetrck-ccmail.army.mil,

>    HAWKINSL@OMRF.OMRF.uokhsc.edu, jcoggin@jaguar1.usouthal.edu,

>    jeffry.rozak@abbott.com, joseph_gyuris@merck.com,

>    jpointer@notes.mdacc.tmc.edu, Marian.Downing@add.ssw.abbott.com,

>    Mary.Cipriano@add.ssw.abbott.com, mnoble@unixg.ubc.ca,

>    paul_meechan@Merck.Com, PHOLEMA@ODSRARN3.SSW.JNJ.COM, rfink@mit.edu,

>    richard.rebar@sb.com, SCFRY@BCSC02.GOV.BC.CA, skingsto@uiuc.edu

>Subject: Seeking News and facts about CDC cancelling Select Agent Contract

(fwd)

>

>

>

>---------- Forwarded message ----------

>Date: Thu, 21 May 1998 09:21:38 -0500 (CDT)

>From: Joseph H. Coggin Jr. <jcoggin@jaguar1.usouthal.edu>

>To: qq <delpin.leslie_M@west-haven.va.gov>, destefam@cnyrc.org,

>    dew@helix.nih.gov, egilman@MIT.EDU, ehs2lahr@ucsbvm.ucsb.edu,

>    GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU, jab19768@glaxowellcome.com,

>    jbetanco@umiamivm.ir.miami.edu, kjoseph@warren.med.harvard.edu,

>    lburnett@uiuc.edu, leslie@admin.ucla.edu, ljt2@cornell.edu,

>    partye@rockvax.rockefeller.edu, shenry@frii.com, skowalewsky@ucsd.edu,

>    snowair@ix.netcom.com, stefan@msu.edu, THOMPSON_CHRISTINA_Z@LILLY.COM,

>    tleonard@wista.wistar.upenn.edu

>Subject: Seeking News and facts about CDC cancelling Select Agent Contract

>

>Dear Friends:

>I learned today that CDC has cancelled the BL-3 the contract bid let last

>year or early this year for evaluating laboratories handling select agents

>and toxins in compliance with the new Select Agent Standard.  We have

>tried to get some information on who, what, where, and why the contract

>was cancelled and what will happen now to enforce the new Law if this

>information is correct.  Also, the list of applicants applying for use of

>shipped select agents and toxins is or should be public information, but

>my associate has had no luck in getting the list.

>Finally, how will CDC explain to Congress the failure to monitor as

>required by Law?  Will CDC rebid the contract? The cost of registration

>was high, but CDC officials frequently told ASM and other societies

>including the Medical School Microbiology Chairpersons organization last

>year that the price was to be made much cheaper.  CDC denied any such

>price reductions when contacted directly.

>

>Any factual news would be appreciated.

>

>Thanks!

>

>Joe Coggin, Jr, Ph.D. RBP CBSP

>Professor and Chairman

>U. South Alabama, College of Medicine

>Dept. Microbiology and Immunology

>LMB

>Mobile, AL 36688

>(334) 460-6314 Work phone

>(334) 460-6279 Fax

>

>

Randall Morin, Dr.P.H.

Manager, Safety & Environmental Protection Program

SAIC Frederick

NCI-FCRDC, Fort Detrick, Frederick, MD 21702-1201

(301) 846-1740, morin@mail.ncifcrf.gov

Fax:  (301) 846-6619

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 21 May 1998 12:00:36 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Wolz, Sarah" <swolz@PATHOGENESIS.COM>

Subject:      NIOSH 95 Respirator Re-use

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

I'm looking for some references on the re-use of disposable NIOSH 95

respirators, used for protection against TB.  I'm specifically interested in

any research articles, editorials, as well as internet directions to any

OSHA or NIOSH recommendations, guidelines, or directives.  I seem to

remember that re-use was to be allowed up to a point.  Wondering what the

current thinking, as well as regulatory stance, is on that.  I've been asked

to gather information for a TB treatment clinic in Brazil, where resources

are scarce, and masks expensive.

Thanks so much!

Sarah Wolz

EH&S

PathoGenesis Corp.

Seattle, WA  98119

206-505-6953

swolz@pathogenesis.com

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 21 May 1998 14:02:00 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Johnson, Julie" <jajohns@IASTATE.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Seeking News and facts about CDC cancelling Select Agent Cont

              ract              (fwd)

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

The CDC has put a statement regarding the registration fee on their

Laboratory Registration/Select Agent Transfer Program web site:

http://www.cdc.gov/od/ohs/lrsat/addinfo.htm/

The list of applicants applying for use of shipped select agents and

toxins is not public information.  The reasons are discussed in the

Supplementary Information section of the preamble to the final rule:

http://www.cdc.gov/od/ohs/lrsat/42cfr72.htm#/

Julie A. Johnson, Ph.D.

Biosafety Officer

Environmental Health and Safety

118 Agronomy Lab

Iowa State University

Ames, IA  50011

phone:  515-294-7657,    fax:  515-294-9357,     e-mail:

jajohns@iastate.edu     http://www.ehs.iastate.edu

 ----------

From: Randall Morin

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject: Re: Seeking News and facts about CDC cancelling Select Agent

Contract              (fwd)

Date: Thursday, May 21, 1998 12:22PM

I discussed this issue with an individual working for Peg Tipple earlier

this week, don't remember his name.  He said that CDC was in the process

of

hiring several government employees who would be conducting the on-site

inspections and that he expected them to begin this fall.  No word on

refunds or reductions of fees.

------------------------------------------------------------------------

----

Joe Coggin wrote:

>Subject: Seeking News and facts about CDC cancelling Select Agent

Contract

>

>Dear Friends:

>I learned today that CDC has cancelled the BL-3 the contract bid let

last

>year or early this year for evaluating laboratories handling select

agents

>and toxins in compliance with the new Select Agent Standard.  We have

>tried to get some information on who, what, where, and why the contract

>was cancelled and what will happen now to enforce the new Law if this

>information is correct.  Also, the list of applicants applying for use

of

>shipped select agents and toxins is or should be public information,

but

>my associate has had no luck in getting the list.

>Finally, how will CDC explain to Congress the failure to monitor as

>required by Law?  Will CDC rebid the contract? The cost of registration

>was high, but CDC officials frequently told ASM and other societies

>including the Medical School Microbiology Chairpersons organization

last

>year that the price was to be made much cheaper.  CDC denied any such

>price reductions when contacted directly.

>

>Any factual news would be appreciated.

>

>Thanks!

>

>Joe Coggin, Jr, Ph.D. RBP CBSP

>Professor and Chairman

>U. South Alabama, College of Medicine

>Dept. Microbiology and Immunology

>LMB

>Mobile, AL 36688

>(334) 460-6314 Work phone

>(334) 460-6279 Fax

>

>

Randall Morin, Dr.P.H.

Manager, Safety & Environmental Protection Program

SAIC Frederick

NCI-FCRDC, Fort Detrick, Frederick, MD 21702-1201

(301) 846-1740, morin@mail.ncifcrf.gov

Fax:  (301) 846-6619

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 21 May 1998 15:25:58 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Gerry.Griffin" <Gerry.Griffin@MED.NYU.EDU>

Subject:      NIOSH 95 Respirator Re-use

In-Reply-To:  <399BFF6F8157D111934800805FFE7235450330@SEATTLE-NT-03>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII

"Disposable respirators shall be discarded when excessive resistance,

physical damage or any other condition renders the respirator

unsuitable for use"  This from the OSHA proposed rule for preventing

occupational exposure to TB.   Of course, each should only be used by

one person.  We tell people to throw them out if they're visibly

soiled, damaged in any way (i.e, broken strap) or if you can't breathe

through them any more.

----------------------------------------

Gerry Griffin

Email: Gerry.Griffin@med.nyu.edu

NYU Medical Center

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 21 May 1998 14:39:18 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "LouAnn C. Burnett" <lburnett@UIUC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Seeking News and facts about CDC cancelling Select Agent Cont

              ract

In-Reply-To:  <199805211904.OAA24083@mailhub.iastate.edu>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Julie,

I linked in to this page (re: registration fee), but it was no longer

available.  I did a search on the CDC site and didn't find anything that

was an update from the previous published fee structure.  Could you please

post a summary of the page you've referred to?

Thanks!

LouAnn

At 02:02 PM 5/21/98 -0500, you wrote:

>The CDC has put a statement regarding the registration fee on their

>Laboratory Registration/Select Agent Transfer Program web site:

>http://www.cdc.gov/od/ohs/lrsat/addinfo.htm/

>

>The list of applicants applying for use of shipped select agents and

>toxins is not public information.  The reasons are discussed in the

>Supplementary Information section of the preamble to the final rule:

>http://www.cdc.gov/od/ohs/lrsat/42cfr72.htm#/

>

>

>Julie A. Johnson, Ph.D.

>Biosafety Officer

>Environmental Health and Safety

>118 Agronomy Lab

>Iowa State University

>Ames, IA  50011

>phone:  515-294-7657,    fax:  515-294-9357,     e-mail:

>jajohns@iastate.edu     http://www.ehs.iastate.edu

> ----------

>From: Randall Morin

>To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>Subject: Re: Seeking News and facts about CDC cancelling Select Agent

>Contract              (fwd)

>Date: Thursday, May 21, 1998 12:22PM

>

>I discussed this issue with an individual working for Peg Tipple earlier

>this week, don't remember his name.  He said that CDC was in the process

>of

>hiring several government employees who would be conducting the on-site

>inspections and that he expected them to begin this fall.  No word on

>refunds or reductions of fees.

>

>

>------------------------------------------------------------------------

>----

>Joe Coggin wrote:

>>Subject: Seeking News and facts about CDC cancelling Select Agent

>Contract

>>

>>Dear Friends:

>>I learned today that CDC has cancelled the BL-3 the contract bid let

>last

>>year or early this year for evaluating laboratories handling select

>agents

>>and toxins in compliance with the new Select Agent Standard.  We have

>>tried to get some information on who, what, where, and why the contract

>>was cancelled and what will happen now to enforce the new Law if this

>>information is correct.  Also, the list of applicants applying for use

>of

>>shipped select agents and toxins is or should be public information,

>but

>>my associate has had no luck in getting the list.

>>Finally, how will CDC explain to Congress the failure to monitor as

>>required by Law?  Will CDC rebid the contract? The cost of registration

>>was high, but CDC officials frequently told ASM and other societies

>>including the Medical School Microbiology Chairpersons organization

>last

>>year that the price was to be made much cheaper.  CDC denied any such

>>price reductions when contacted directly.

>>

>>Any factual news would be appreciated.

>>

>>Thanks!

>>

>>Joe Coggin, Jr, Ph.D. RBP CBSP

>>Professor and Chairman

>>U. South Alabama, College of Medicine

>>Dept. Microbiology and Immunology

>>LMB

>>Mobile, AL 36688

>>(334) 460-6314 Work phone

>>(334) 460-6279 Fax

>>

>>

>Randall Morin, Dr.P.H.

>Manager, Safety & Environmental Protection Program

>SAIC Frederick

>NCI-FCRDC, Fort Detrick, Frederick, MD 21702-1201

>(301) 846-1740, morin@mail.ncifcrf.gov

>Fax:  (301) 846-6619

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 21 May 1998 14:52:00 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Johnson, Julie" <jajohns@IASTATE.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Seeking News and facts about CDC cancelling Select Agent Cont

              ract

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1"

Sorry about that! I inadvertently put a slash at the end where it

shouldn't have been.  The correct address is:

http://www.cdc.gov/od/ohs/lrsat/addinfo.htm

The actual text regarding the fees follows:

Site Registration Fee

     The current site registration fee can be found in the Site

Registration Fee Schedule and Related Matters for Facilities

Transferring or Receiving Select Agents; Notice. Federal Register, April

14, 1997.

     The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is currently

re-examining the site registration fee schedule and the financing for

this program. It is our hope that the financial burden upon facilities

that are required to register can be reduced.

     However, until such a change occurs, we are required to operate

under the current regulation and existing fee schedule.

     If the fee schedule is modified, we will announce the change in the

Federal Register and on the CDC  Laboratory Registration/Select Agent

Transfer Program Web Site (http://www.cdc.gov/od/ohs/lrsat.htm).

        If you still have a question concerning the LR/SAT Program after

you have reviewed the above material, please send an e-mail to

lrsat@cdc.gov or FAX to (404) 639-0880.

 ----------

From: LouAnn C. Burnett

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject: Re: Seeking News and facts about CDC cancelling Select Agent

Cont ract

Date: Thursday, May 21, 1998 2:39PM

Julie,

I linked in to this page (re: registration fee), but it was no longer

available.  I did a search on the CDC site and didn't find anything that

was an update from the previous published fee structure.  Could you

please

post a summary of the page you've referred to?

Thanks!

LouAnn

At 02:02 PM 5/21/98 -0500, you wrote:

>The CDC has put a statement regarding the registration fee on their

>Laboratory Registration/Select Agent Transfer Program web site:

>http://www.cdc.gov/od/ohs/lrsat/addinfo.htm/

>

>The list of applicants applying for use of shipped select agents and

>toxins is not public information.  The reasons are discussed in the

>Supplementary Information section of the preamble to the final rule:

>http://www.cdc.gov/od/ohs/lrsat/42cfr72.htm#/

>

>

>Julie A. Johnson, Ph.D.

>Biosafety Officer

>Environmental Health and Safety

>118 Agronomy Lab

>Iowa State University

>Ames, IA  50011

>phone:  515-294-7657,    fax:  515-294-9357,     e-mail:

>jajohns@iastate.edu     http://www.ehs.iastate.edu

> ----------

>From: Randall Morin

>To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>Subject: Re: Seeking News and facts about CDC cancelling Select Agent

>Contract              (fwd)

>Date: Thursday, May 21, 1998 12:22PM

>

>I discussed this issue with an individual working for Peg Tipple

earlier

>this week, don't remember his name.  He said that CDC was in the

process

>of

>hiring several government employees who would be conducting the on-site

>inspections and that he expected them to begin this fall.  No word on

>refunds or reductions of fees.

>

>

>-----------------------------------------------------------------------

-

>----

>Joe Coggin wrote:

>>Subject: Seeking News and facts about CDC cancelling Select Agent

>Contract

>>

>>Dear Friends:

>>I learned today that CDC has cancelled the BL-3 the contract bid let

>last

>>year or early this year for evaluating laboratories handling select

>agents

>>and toxins in compliance with the new Select Agent Standard.  We have

>>tried to get some information on who, what, where, and why the

contract

>>was cancelled and what will happen now to enforce the new Law if this

>>information is correct.  Also, the list of applicants applying for use

>of

>>shipped select agents and toxins is or should be public information,

>but

>>my associate has had no luck in getting the list.

>>Finally, how will CDC explain to Congress the failure to monitor as

>>required by Law?  Will CDC rebid the contract? The cost of

registration

>>was high, but CDC officials frequently told ASM and other societies

>>including the Medical School Microbiology Chairpersons organization

>last

>>year that the price was to be made much cheaper.  CDC denied any such

>>price reductions when contacted directly.

>>

>>Any factual news would be appreciated.

>>

>>Thanks!

>>

>>Joe Coggin, Jr, Ph.D. RBP CBSP

>>Professor and Chairman

>>U. South Alabama, College of Medicine

>>Dept. Microbiology and Immunology

>>LMB

>>Mobile, AL 36688

>>(334) 460-6314 Work phone

>>(334) 460-6279 Fax

>>

>>

>Randall Morin, Dr.P.H.

>Manager, Safety & Environmental Protection Program

>SAIC Frederick

>NCI-FCRDC, Fort Detrick, Frederick, MD 21702-1201

>(301) 846-1740, morin@mail.ncifcrf.gov

>Fax:  (301) 846-6619

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 21 May 1998 14:59:00 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Johnson, Julie" <jajohns@IASTATE.EDU>

Subject:      web site address for Select Agent public info discussion

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

My apologies again.  Here is a more specific address for the preamble

section of 42 CFR 72.6 discussion regarding public information.:

>http://www.cdc.gov/od/ohs/lrsat/42cfr72.htm#Publicly Avail Info

>

>

>Julie A. Johnson, Ph.D.

>Biosafety Officer

>Environmental Health and Safety

>118 Agronomy Lab

>Iowa State University

>Ames, IA  50011

>phone:  515-294-7657,    fax:  515-294-9357,     e-mail:

>jajohns@iastate.edu     http://www.ehs.iastate.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 21 May 1998 16:06:54 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Joseph H. Coggin Jr." <jcoggin@JAGUAR1.USOUTHAL.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Seeking News and facts about CDC cancelling Select Agent Cont

              ract (fwd)

In-Reply-To:  <199805211904.OAA24083@mailhub.iastate.edu>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

Julie:  Thanks for the Information on Select agents and Toxins.

Apparently CDC is hiring its own inspectors and training them even though

many bidders spent many thousands of $ hopping through the hoops to get

the contract.  I was teamed with a company and they spent $30,000 putting

together a sophisticated proposal that met all the government

requirements.  Then they gave it to the low bidder whose price was

outrageously low to do the job and didn't meet all the requirements.

Best wishes.

Joe Coggin

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 21 May 1998 14:57:24 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Alfred L. 'Al' Jin" <e442242@POPEYE.LLNL.GOV>

Subject:      Re: Seeking News and facts about CDC cancelling Select Agent

              Contract               (fwd)

In-Reply-To:  <Pine.3.88.9805211022.A7089-0100000@jaguar1.usouthal.edu>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Everyone,

As an FYI, I spoke with Dr. Mark Hemphill who works with Dr. Peg Tipple at

CDC about a month ago. As I recall the conversation, he informed me that in

a few months (August), there will be an Appropriations Bill that will be

presented to Congress for discussion. At that time, the Bill will request

for additional funding to support CDC efforts as mandated by Law. As a

result of the additional funding, the fees would either be eliminated or

dramatically be reduced. He casually mentioned that should this Bill pass,

there will be also a method to either refund or credit those facilities

that have already paid their fees.

His advice to me was to wait, it would save me alot of headaches and

trouble if I did. Unfortunately, my institution could not, so we are hoping

for the best. In regards to the 'List', although the information is public,

there may be some provisions in the Bill for confidentiality due to

sensitive information and national security.

That's all I know.

A.Jin, BSO, IH [MS, CM(AAM), M(ASCP)

Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory

>---------- Forwarded message ----------

>Date: Thu, 21 May 1998 09:45:08 -0500 (CDT)

>From: Joseph H. Coggin Jr. <jcoggin@jaguar1.usouthal.edu>

>To: qq2 <carol-showalter@uiowa.edu>, carolyn@pliny.ehs.ufl.edu,

>    cjohnso8@lamar.ColoState.EDU,

>    Dr._Robert_Hawley@ftdetrck-ccmail.army.mil,

>    HAWKINSL@OMRF.OMRF.uokhsc.edu, jcoggin@jaguar1.usouthal.edu,

>    jeffry.rozak@abbott.com, joseph_gyuris@merck.com,

>    jpointer@notes.mdacc.tmc.edu, Marian.Downing@add.ssw.abbott.com,

>    Mary.Cipriano@add.ssw.abbott.com, mnoble@unixg.ubc.ca,

>    paul_meechan@Merck.Com, PHOLEMA@ODSRARN3.SSW.JNJ.COM, rfink@mit.edu,

>    richard.rebar@sb.com, SCFRY@BCSC02.GOV.BC.CA, skingsto@uiuc.edu

>Subject: Seeking News and facts about CDC cancelling Select Agent Contract

>(fwd)

>

>

>

>---------- Forwarded message ----------

>Date: Thu, 21 May 1998 09:21:38 -0500 (CDT)

>From: Joseph H. Coggin Jr. <jcoggin@jaguar1.usouthal.edu>

>To: qq <delpin.leslie_M@west-haven.va.gov>, destefam@cnyrc.org,

>    dew@helix.nih.gov, egilman@MIT.EDU, ehs2lahr@ucsbvm.ucsb.edu,

>    GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU, jab19768@glaxowellcome.com,

>    jbetanco@umiamivm.ir.miami.edu, kjoseph@warren.med.harvard.edu,

>    lburnett@uiuc.edu, leslie@admin.ucla.edu, ljt2@cornell.edu,

>    partye@rockvax.rockefeller.edu, shenry@frii.com, skowalewsky@ucsd.edu,

>    snowair@ix.netcom.com, stefan@msu.edu, THOMPSON_CHRISTINA_Z@LILLY.COM,

>    tleonard@wista.wistar.upenn.edu

>Subject: Seeking News and facts about CDC cancelling Select Agent Contract

>

>Dear Friends:

>I learned today that CDC has cancelled the BL-3 the contract bid let last

>year or early this year for evaluating laboratories handling select agents

>and toxins in compliance with the new Select Agent Standard.  We have

>tried to get some information on who, what, where, and why the contract

>was cancelled and what will happen now to enforce the new Law if this

>information is correct.  Also, the list of applicants applying for use of

>shipped select agents and toxins is or should be public information, but

>my associate has had no luck in getting the list.

>Finally, how will CDC explain to Congress the failure to monitor as

>required by Law?  Will CDC rebid the contract? The cost of registration

>was high, but CDC officials frequently told ASM and other societies

>including the Medical School Microbiology Chairpersons organization last

>year that the price was to be made much cheaper.  CDC denied any such

>price reductions when contacted directly.

>

>Any factual news would be appreciated.

>

>Thanks!

>

>Joe Coggin, Jr, Ph.D. RBP CBSP

>Professor and Chairman

>U. South Alabama, College of Medicine

>Dept. Microbiology and Immunology

>LMB

>Mobile, AL 36688

>(334) 460-6314 Work phone

>(334) 460-6279 Fax

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 22 May 1998 15:34:31 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Deanna S. Robbins" <drobbins@UMARYLAND.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Seeking News and facts about CDC cancelling Select

              AgentContract              (fwd)

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: multipart/mixed; boundary="---- =_NextPart_000_01BD8597.21670F00"

------ =_NextPart_000_01BD8597.21670F00

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

I attended a Round Table discussion at the ASM meeting in Atlanta =

co-chaired by Drs. Brian Mahy and CJ. Peters. Policies for distribution =

of cloned genes from BSL 4 agents and other restricted pathogens was =

discussed.  In the course of this meeting, it was announced that the =

fees attached to the Select Agent Regulation  would be rescinded but =

that this would not occur for several months. =20

Deanna S. Robbins, Ph.D.

Dept. of Veterans Affairs

Office of Research and Development

10 N. Greene Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21201

PHONE: 410.605.7000 ext. 6485   FAX: 410.605.7906

-----Original Message-----

From:   Randall Morin [SMTP:morin@MAIL.NCIFCRF.GOV]

Sent:   Thursday, May 21, 1998 1:22 PM

To:     BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject:        Re: Seeking News and facts about CDC cancelling Select =

AgentContract              (fwd)

I discussed this issue with an individual working for Peg Tipple earlier

this week, don't remember his name.  He said that CDC was in the process =

of

hiring several government employees who would be conducting the on-site

inspections and that he expected them to begin this fall.  No word on

refunds or reductions of fees.

At 10:14 AM 5/21/98 -0500, you wrote:

>---------- Forwarded message ----------

>Date: Thu, 21 May 1998 09:45:08 -0500 (CDT)

>From: Joseph H. Coggin Jr. <jcoggin@jaguar1.usouthal.edu>

>To: qq2 <carol-showalter@uiowa.edu>, carolyn@pliny.ehs.ufl.edu,

>    cjohnso8@lamar.ColoState.EDU,

>    Dr._Robert_Hawley@ftdetrck-ccmail.army.mil,

>    HAWKINSL@OMRF.OMRF.uokhsc.edu, jcoggin@jaguar1.usouthal.edu,

>    jeffry.rozak@abbott.com, joseph_gyuris@merck.com,

>    jpointer@notes.mdacc.tmc.edu, Marian.Downing@add.ssw.abbott.com,

>    Mary.Cipriano@add.ssw.abbott.com, mnoble@unixg.ubc.ca,

>    paul_meechan@Merck.Com, PHOLEMA@ODSRARN3.SSW.JNJ.COM, =

rfink@mit.edu,

>    richard.rebar@sb.com, SCFRY@BCSC02.GOV.BC.CA, skingsto@uiuc.edu

>Subject: Seeking News and facts about CDC cancelling Select Agent =

Contract

(fwd)

>

>

>

>---------- Forwarded message ----------

>Date: Thu, 21 May 1998 09:21:38 -0500 (CDT)

>From: Joseph H. Coggin Jr. <jcoggin@jaguar1.usouthal.edu>

>To: qq <delpin.leslie_M@west-haven.va.gov>, destefam@cnyrc.org,

>    dew@helix.nih.gov, egilman@MIT.EDU, ehs2lahr@ucsbvm.ucsb.edu,

>    GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU, jab19768@glaxowellcome.com,

>    jbetanco@umiamivm.ir.miami.edu, kjoseph@warren.med.harvard.edu,

>    lburnett@uiuc.edu, leslie@admin.ucla.edu, ljt2@cornell.edu,

>    partye@rockvax.rockefeller.edu, shenry@frii.com, =

skowalewsky@ucsd.edu,

>    snowair@ix.netcom.com, stefan@msu.edu, =

THOMPSON_CHRISTINA_Z@LILLY.COM,

>    tleonard@wista.wistar.upenn.edu

>Subject: Seeking News and facts about CDC cancelling Select Agent =

Contract

>

>Dear Friends:

>I learned today that CDC has cancelled the BL-3 the contract bid let =

last

>year or early this year for evaluating laboratories handling select =

agents

>and toxins in compliance with the new Select Agent Standard.  We have

>tried to get some information on who, what, where, and why the contract

>was cancelled and what will happen now to enforce the new Law if this

>information is correct.  Also, the list of applicants applying for use =

of

>shipped select agents and toxins is or should be public information, =

but

>my associate has had no luck in getting the list.

>Finally, how will CDC explain to Congress the failure to monitor as

>required by Law?  Will CDC rebid the contract? The cost of registration

>was high, but CDC officials frequently told ASM and other societies

>including the Medical School Microbiology Chairpersons organization =

last

>year that the price was to be made much cheaper.  CDC denied any such

>price reductions when contacted directly.

>

>Any factual news would be appreciated.

>

>Thanks!

>

>Joe Coggin, Jr, Ph.D. RBP CBSP

>Professor and Chairman

>U. South Alabama, College of Medicine

>Dept. Microbiology and Immunology

>LMB

>Mobile, AL 36688

>(334) 460-6314 Work phone

>(334) 460-6279 Fax

>

>

Randall Morin, Dr.P.H.

Manager, Safety & Environmental Protection Program

SAIC Frederick

NCI-FCRDC, Fort Detrick, Frederick, MD 21702-1201

(301) 846-1740, morin@mail.ncifcrf.gov

Fax:  (301) 846-6619

------ =_NextPart_000_01BD8597.21670F00

Content-Type: application/ms-tnef

Content-Transfer-Encoding: base64

eJ8+IiYTAQaQCAAEAAAAAAABAAEAAQeQBgAIAAAA5AQAAAAAAADoAAEIgAcAGAAAAElQTS5NaWNy

b3NvZnQgTWFpbC5Ob3RlADEIAQ2ABAACAAAAAgACAAEEkAYA0AEAAAEAAAAQAAAAAwAAMAIAAAAL

AA8OAAAAAAIB/w8BAAAAUQAAAAAAAACBKx+kvqMQGZ1uAN0BD1QCAAAAAEEgQmlvc2FmZXR5IERp

c2N1c3Npb24gTGlzdABTTVRQAEJJT1NBRlRZQE1JVFZNQS5NSVQuRURVAAAAAB4AAjABAAAABQAA

AFNNVFAAAAAAHgADMAEAAAAYAAAAQklPU0FGVFlATUlUVk1BLk1JVC5FRFUAAwAVDAEAAAADAP4P

BgAAAB4AATABAAAAHgAAACdBIEJpb3NhZmV0eSBEaXNjdXNzaW9uIExpc3QnAAAAAgELMAEAAAAd

AAAAU01UUDpCSU9TQUZUWUBNSVRWTUEuTUlULkVEVQAAAAADAAA5AAAAAAsAQDoBAAAAHgD2XwEA

AAAcAAAAQSBCaW9zYWZldHkgRGlzY3Vzc2lvbiBMaXN0AAIB918BAAAAUQAAAAAAAACBKx+kvqMQ

GZ1uAN0BD1QCAAAAAEEgQmlvc2FmZXR5IERpc2N1c3Npb24gTGlzdABTTVRQAEJJT1NBRlRZQE1J

VFZNQS5NSVQuRURVAAAAAAMA/V8BAAAAAwD/XwAAAAACAfYPAQAAAAQAAAAAAAAC8V4BBIABAFgA

AABSRTogU2Vla2luZyBOZXdzIGFuZCBmYWN0cyBhYm91dCBDREMgY2FuY2VsbGluZyBTZWxlY3Qg

QWdlbnRDb250cmFjdCAgICAgICAgICAgICAgKGZ3ZCkAbBsBBYADAA4AAADOBwUAFgAPACIAHwAF

AEUBASCAAwAOAAAAzgcFABYADwAaACQABQBCAQEJgAEAIQAAADdFMjc1RDZFODhGMUQxMTFCMTcz

MDAwMEMwNjE3OUJCAAIHAQOQBgC8EwAAIQAAAAsAAgABAAAACwAjAAAAAAADACYAAAAAAAsAKQAA

AAAAAwAuAAAAAAADADYAAAAAAEAAOQAA6pukuIW9AR4AcAABAAAAWAAAAFJFOiBTZWVraW5nIE5l

d3MgYW5kIGZhY3RzIGFib3V0IENEQyBjYW5jZWxsaW5nIFNlbGVjdCBBZ2VudENvbnRyYWN0ICAg

ICAgICAgICAgICAoZndkKQACAXEAAQAAABYAAAABvYW4o1VuXSd/8YgR0bFzAADAYXm7AAAeAB4M

AQAAAAUAAABTTVRQAAAAAB4AHwwBAAAAFwAAAGRyb2JiaW5zQHVtYXJ5bGFuZC5lZHUAAAMABhAC

4f9MAwAHEAkNAAAeAAgQAQAAAGUAAABJQVRURU5ERURBUk9VTkRUQUJMRURJU0NVU1NJT05BVFRI

RUFTTU1FRVRJTkdJTkFUTEFOVEFDTy1DSEFJUkVEQllEUlNCUklBTk1BSFlBTkRDSlBFVEVSU1BP

TElDSUVTRk9SAAAAAAIBCRABAAAAYBAAAFwQAABAIAAATFpGdaAkFpsDAAoAcmNwZzEyNXIyDGBj

MQMwAQcLYG6RDhAwMzMPFmZlD5JPAfcCpANjAgBjaArAc4RldALRcHJxMgAAkioKoW5vElAgMAHQ

hQHQNg+gMDUwNBQh8wHQFBA0fQdtAoMAUAPU+xH/EwtiE+EUUBOyGPQU0K8HEwKAApEI5jsJbzAa

3/plDjA1HAodIRzfHekb9P8eEhx/IE8gDR+PHb8cDxBg/DI4Jdom8SavJ7kb9CfivyZPKh8p3Slf

J48rVDkOUB8upDABKCMwAAKCc3R56mwHkGgJ4HQAABNQA/BQZGN0bAqxXDJYYZhkanUxcAUQZ2gF

QjsWMgwBYwnAMmADMHNufGV4FzAHsAWwAMACc3OxAFBzYjIUUDFgYRPw9FxrCeBwC5AyPzKjCGDr

MpALgGUxoHY5YAFAM5u/DDA0ZCgAN0AEoAuAZyfx6TTmYmEXEGQCIDWgNUbnMdAzkDuRIDExMw5Q

Np//N684vwBROfwAoDRuPH89hv8xJA/APo8/n0CvDlA570MP20QfPbMzAoITEGM2YEuhkzOQPbB0

aTmQIEQBEKhhdWwFQFAKwGEJwOBhcGggRgIhNiQlQOhmaS0PkDgBQDkwUDPrRw8yo2ILIHIJUFJS

FqDZUlJ3NCVBFwBwAdBNcn8zv0qfS6ZP0E6QBRACMC1DTzADYTogVG9XsFModWJqBZB0V7BEYeh0

ZTo2JDZP/1EPUh//Uy9UOTHAPaMOIUuhOrYOUJtVb1Z+UjmBFwEgSD2R+wSQNiQ3WW9af1uPXJ05

Dy9dvw+QaXAI0GIKsHQ4/0n6D1RGEF+/YMZqAGHQC1C8eS9PQFywCxFiRXM2JP8oAGM/ZE9lX1yv

VE9rX2xv7211V9JXdFipOW+/Mz8DMB1pszlzn3SveqBEb2P+dQeAAjAF0E8AGgF40ngw93hwcVEB

gG5YMABgCfBNoO99AAIBNeBeUmUA8H0AMYCScB6AXHYIkHdrC4D+ZGtAgKIE8AdAEGEBQA4A73Ei

PYKCBQIQbwVCFyES8g1YwG0LUVjAIEM6XOpcVwBvTuFtTzADEAeQTYSwTQ3gA2BzbwGAIK5PASAN

4H/wXIZmRQDA9QMQLktwdH3QFxB4cDUh7WdyeAFAfwFuMdAa8IgEPU40YwMgEvMAgAWQbHb/QaFG

0A5wNeCKkgGQACCLIv+A8X1BAcGKkRbgD3AAAEbQ8wzQAZAgLhoSiogOUItC/05weMCLv4zPjd8P

wEbQBYG3j3+Qj5GfbGtARtBsjz/7k/+VBSmODCVAkt+Xv5T0+GIgKAKRmN+K01lQlo//m0+cX51v

iwBjEJ6yi4+gH/+hL44MKACev6Q/pU+mX4sA/3gAoz+oz6nfquQK+QMweC/jeT96zXtJIFiwWMCt

Ufc1IJVQCAB1fxBXwAGgMaB+ID2wBPCyEACQAiCzsSCCdDHQIEFTTSAHgPcXID3CsEFBsOAAcJVB

BaCKLRbRaRrxIGJ5ThBxFwAuIEIHIQOgfYBop7iAAHA1IENKuNBQFyD/YgG6AQbwDeAIkAQgf3G1

Iv2yMWJnULWihiC3sAkANWA9NSBnCfC7AgNhuOBTTOwgNLOwvOF0BCC5ooNAfYkxIBrwsiKw0LQh

adFo/4TwCfAEIG2QBCC1NQmAuND8IEkDoLYSBaAIcBNxvEH3thAEALaGLLcABUDAUgBw/xNQtJCG

oDUgthC15RBQB5Hvs8EA0DHQxDFvtgMGYDGg77DQtkC+AmHBZ05gWLC1ovvAQAhgbLhRE4C/Abrg

tAP/u9HERsKBx8QTUAVAfQB9EH8FwLsyFxBh8QdAtoACIWh9uMEgCoUKhU4gw7GVUFNTuNAIAGJi

C4BzwyBQ8GguRC7MlwUwuNC8QbZWujIGIkEBILgRcwqF/4ZkvDJh0BcQCsAW0LmTTiC5Z9FvcH0y

CoVNUU640L5HCdLGEbIwMeEKhUIHQN9N0ARgGvDDIH2AcjGQuaISMg4gMDEKhVBIT1RORVewNA+Q

LhPwNTQuN2lxIDVxuNA2NEY4VuDBMEZBWNd5Ob8T4AqFr6Swb7F/BUB7zCz/2qZncK2i2y/cPwjB

NPI1oCES8mJrbWussyBfR32AAxBYoWF9LeNCT/eyQQuAy2FNB5BGULzg40P/2juwBmL9byDe/3C/

cc9nP/9oT2lfam+zROFGV3MMggfwX7mhB0DkAQWwsEFbtmBUDFA61XELgEBNQUkATC5OQ0lGQ1LA

Ri5HT1Zd5O/l9P9uu+cv6D/pT3K/sswMIeFVnwZgAjDv1Boi4WRUaMHhffBgedWyuIDWYMMgL/A5

2e1AMTpfkE6QTdo2+jkDV9H7PUJJT1NBRkRUWfHASVRW8dAu4QDhLkVEVf4P+sFYJf/7PWHQV/EJ

4IDhPeAHwb5EN9Aw9bC+QWLqgYSAREO/t7ANsIag8IA9wsY6QxDhB07AxnEIqyhmd2Qp//LvsELe

v9/P+O+zU93PC0//DF/dA7OgwJfCVBaBG9DAQJ9NwNICtwE9sICgZHXLYT3HwHIE07syuiA94FRp

/nCEMBhA0cHqsDtgDqXJhHcEscMgS3Eng1Aa8LaQbf/IINDQwnLNQLaQwSFiUMsAv7gQxDUGcsBS

sEG2EnCF8P+GoORAvDEOpcJwVxE94MsWNGdvYfFufTOEEm95/cTyd7/gx7jBwH8QjyC2w/u2EseA

LbWQWMAOpc3hgGD/H5HHgL5ExFO2ITVwIULEI/+EEMWyyCDjwcJU0DDwgMEh9zXAFLK+gW4Orw+/

EM/dA/0rcGa0kRuBvuIfcyGS0WH/xOLOdiXfJu/cbyrjt0DTcZQ6Mb3QQbZwNS/9ALov/WEt1+Ds

sMMgecHQ78BAhfBYwSrFPuND40NPMf9tg7QhtpDkQy/gMYcxBlijH/wSwyD9APyz/UMwOTq999A6

bxAv5KpQBnBUCca6Pld0SoYARsBPIEi40CUIIGcjwkpyuNA8ajPBwDjCQGpO0BSAcjG+Lg0Q6oHE

YIegKaE+MQZpdrJxcf3APIGQhfBsnyBQv+BtkE5wHVBAdbWg722QOuPDIDxDefGwhDDj0KZ5OuDL

0XVmOtMsMQYhCKJjam9orKBvOP5AsCCHcDkgCCC8gNRQWLFnAYI/m7igLl/NoR1QdJBfSGF36vB5

QH6Q061gDTBja7fgY4dzKwAabT7AbYeQP5tIQVeIS0lOvaBAT03ycVFG83Vva8vQYz9TIL85bzp5

P5tYQNAg1fAuhfBwemFrQLTgBiCz0C6NwcBtSDE4E19nefxAPRMwQLaQRGFME0orcG9vVyE9Ecox

KpFt8GDKgC78dG1H5dXRuRHOUCwgrTHWZ0ugfyAu5EB3RQBLyN8/qtXSQUAV0LkCb1F/TDKebcow

tPE9MK0weGc6UL5iR+CBkD+bKvDHMF+2kT+38fGxTWMIIExB1yFMRQPx0EbgRFNSQVJOADMuU1NX

LkpO/bnwQ0bwwyCDEOPQS5BFYL/PID9uv0HEYILwS0BlYECHPSB7wEwUU0NGUgDA3EJDXfBrIPKS

Ll5QQUD6QcMgcwTSDSBUMD1AjyD/OuIxBgL2BJ8Frwa/xpUIJv8qxQmKOydm7jGPMp8zrzS/8zXD

/QA6MzZfN284f0h/vzqfO6VwIK1gLSDj0C6FcdsWYeKgQBdgDSAtxGDrEP1Q4HY9gB0hPdGtYA0g

idHYbUBjPrDR4C67QMMQMz+qrWB3QCMw6rB4Lt+tMM5AHSHDICOxbIdw8bFXAWR4UcvQMrAgaD0h

Y7l7wHZtcTB6IVuPR1lAUE5ORl8aAF8+4UD0Q0Px01VeYPKAeTNwwFJi/UA3NkDQZ7AgeP8sIGPh

TCEZIE2/yCDFUMQA/1/hRWCFIBRAemC4IEVRgPH9R/RrTHR0ACsAKZBQ4LaQ38EQXMF0wFzhP25s

u9AdYP2AUHRf98Mgc4RUQUVgUODHjyE9g4XxanQyddC7QF/q0UnPv6Gs4B4gQBsxa/90wHfAicJK

8GPhHVBH9Dyg/7Pw1fBEAA1AgcBMI19wPML9YiFrQ/B6EYPLKz8sTy1d7UATc48BuBFAd7KAUEwh

t4wFdYLxsG0TUEf0VNcwCE1QU9dAX0NIUghJU1RGoEFfWkDyTPHwTFlak42/js+P3/uQ6JeQZceA

r9F0ALuBPYD7mkNwAHUisMPAYE9hX2Jv/2N/ZI/TBjsnzQHQ0O+QuvD/KSEw97Og6vCWILyiI3D8

cT8Z2MRgvkCexSL0uOBMLf4zwXUIRc3QtDDq8OwAsCD/DSBn5h4gliG7QRYyo/LCgf+oIxVC6wDw

cBSAtsOwIJ4w3whgI3CiIb5ArgFknyPLEM/GU730Z+Yh0294zeG3Ar9MIT6BntIThLYS6tB3xizv

QZHwUVzhwTBXtjB0Ymfm/w0xxZRqAOwAQLC2kLcBFUH/eLC79OYAHnHDIB5wGgC0Uv8dUNWhuaIe

cKPypjhn5sBS/6TotUQaAROQ8IHEYBXgokB/yiGvgCNxokAVQdExryZM/0OwreDCRGfmszrCgYfR

KZDzl4DBIUFsQLDDIKWC6rB/DSAqMrjR6rCewZ3yFeF5/xUGDRDCEmfmPKAV0cjBq/vfIcStlSlD

PKHH5XADAL6x/7MqfaDI8WfmRTDSEORAynB/UMAi4KST7EHKIYTQeoBr/63isqEfp74CznZucOPS

qND/faA8sbhknoIikeXTI3EIIf8OQBtipYLQMaoQKZAjYtVw31EwqvHGAWfmKZBxPUApkfcfAPzg

uqE/sQHKVl0RGbP/pjjPEGuwHyK+JCmQ48ANIf+zk7aKHDANYMUTnnO+UPRw/8ZRvXCpkM4isDGo

0kFgHvD+QfEgnXMwwLThstHGUIBQ96shu1iG8HXsYqVz5CDsYOtWoBSgU1gQb0FgUIBcoP8wsKbg

QWFM4J5wuDAcQCKw7/gQKgN2UJ7QaUtws6Onb/8Z4xrkXKATcRqBI3NpoAzg/96BeoBvMFgQodDa

sSSRnoL/dVBRMLez/OATUFgQZubdpP8pmbTRrgKgEGVxaYHsYLzy96jQyOdm5kHgoZ3CFIKvYf8X

QR7GuNG88cZisOBm7muw8Z7Qa3MhZu5u4KWgb4QvfaBv8FjxeABEb2BSQqJQnnBCU1Bm5lAwsH8q

cMYhzWGdkdpjeLFm5lX9b2BTcWK9UaqgQQF9oEFRf4ywagG+Udijb8Cxh6HAcOe9IdmbnYJJbd7w

T0DaEvFm5kxNQpXvlv+YD5DkDk3Z0YywfaBBTCAzejZ+IDjzz/Tf9e+Q5CgAMzM0KSA0NjDoLTYz

LxFXFNGJQDyw4/Bo++kyNzlpAH5wZu/9+GRSsJK4kfdQHFF9oELx/FAub1D4VVCQyZBqAOrBDFNh

KnCJgCAmIEX+bhRQMLAdcxSR7FEi4CFj7wRCDkB1sPhVU3zgnqBugBebcB1QXKBr+FVOQ0nwLUZD

Up6QfaBpEaxAv6HADTFEcAfBBkZQcUQ1EVI3XpAtMQ4AMWWmM5sKIP4wOPxACfA3NDAxf80AHFFN

QETSt2C64NmwZn904vhV/uE70Aqp+BB98H0Ae3tcKlxia22finCdkXPgzGFrUWF9+FYIfQAAEPAD

ABAQAAAAAAMAERAAAAAAAwCAEP////9AAAcwQPUXibeFvQFAAAgwQPUXibeFvQELAACACCAGAAAA

AADAAAAAAAAARgAAAAADhQAAAAAAAAMAAoAIIAYAAAAAAMAAAAAAAABGAAAAABCFAAAAAAAAAwAF

gAggBgAAAAAAwAAAAAAAAEYAAAAAUoUAALcNAAAeACWACCAGAAAAAADAAAAAAAAARgAAAABUhQAA

AQAAAAQAAAA4LjAAAwAmgAggBgAAAAAAwAAAAAAAAEYAAAAAAYUAAAAAAAALAC+ACCAGAAAAAADA

AAAAAAAARgAAAAAOhQAAAAAAAAMAMIAIIAYAAAAAAMAAAAAAAABGAAAAABGFAAAAAAAAAwAygAgg

BgAAAAAAwAAAAAAAAEYAAAAAGIUAAAAAAAAeAEGACCAGAAAAAADAAAAAAAAARgAAAAA2hQAAAQAA

AAEAAAAAAAAAHgBCgAggBgAAAAAAwAAAAAAAAEYAAAAAN4UAAAEAAAABAAAAAAAAAB4AQ4AIIAYA

AAAAAMAAAAAAAABGAAAAADiFAAABAAAAAQAAAAAAAAAeAD0AAQAAAAUAAABSRTogAAAAAAMADTT9

NwAA6sc=

------ =_NextPart_000_01BD8597.21670F00--
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Date:         Fri, 22 May 1998 15:26:04 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Alfred L. 'Al' Jin" <e442242@POPEYE.LLNL.GOV>

Subject:      Transport of Infectious Materials

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

>Paul,

>

>Since no one wants to respond to your question, I will. As I understand

>the regs, the issue regarding transportation of such materials depends on

>if the material in question is hazardous and if the material is used for

>personal use as a consumer commodity  or used in commerical applications.

>If it is the former (personal use), transportation regulations do not

>apply.

>

>Based on the senario you described, it appears to be the latter

>(commercial application). As a result, the transportation regulations do

>apply. For more information regarding the specific regulations that apply,

>see Chapter 15: Laboratory Safety, 2nd Edition: Principles & Practices -

>Packaging and Shipping of Biological Materials by McVicar and Suen.

>Additonally, you may want to refer to your STATE Vechicle Code

>regulations.

>

>If it is like ours in California, to transport such materials on public

>roads, you must either be a register waste hauler or an agency "Endorsed"

>by the STATE. Water haulers must use a waste manifest and Endorsed

>companies must use a "Bill of Lading" to document the transport of such

>materials.

>

>If anyone disagrees, please reply and set the record straight.

>

>

>

>Al Jin, BSO, IH - MS, CM(AAM),M(ASCP)

>Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory

>Livermore, California

>

>

>

>

>

>

>

>>Situation: I recently provided IATA update training for a research group

>>that has been regularly FED-EXing their samples across the country as

>>"Infectious Substances",class 6.2.

>>

>>The question: Can one of the TRAINED researchers periodically transport

>>specimens to a facility across town in her private vehicle IF she

>>packages and labels the material just as if she was going to call FED-EX

>>to send it across the country.

>>

>>Yes, she would be using a public roadway.

>>

>>Thank you.

>>

>>Paul Rubock
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Edwin Jackson <Edwin_Jackson@BYU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: "Infectious Substances" transport

Mime-Version: 1.0
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."Infectious Substances",class 6.2.

.The question: Can one of the TRAINED researchers periodically transport

.specimens to a facility across town in her private vehicle IF she

.packages and labels the material just as if she was going to call FED-EX

.to send it across the country.?

I quickly checked the IATA regs (98 version versus the 97 49 CFR that will =

be applicable for highway transport in the US. )

The IATA regs have a somewhat more restrictive packing requirement (must =

be a specification 4G box for the outer container)=20

than 49 CFR 173.196.   The shippers certification the last time I used =

FED-EX was not the same as is required for ground shippments in the US =

(see 49 CFR 172.204).  But a shipping paper is easy to make.

 The individual should be trained on all of thier job  functions that will =

"affect the safety"  (see 49 CFR 177.816) of a hazardous materials =

shippment (49 CFR 172.700).  But since it is not a placarded quantity the =

researcher would not need a CDL with hazmat certification.

As long as you have correct; shipping paper, marking, labeling, emergency =

response information and packaging=20

the transportation is within the regs.
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Date:         Fri, 22 May 1998 21:50:40 +0000

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         john Keene <jkeene@EROLS.COM>

Subject:      Re: Transport of Infectious Materials

MIME-Version: 1.0
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"Hand carriage of infectious substances is strictly prohibited by

international air carriers..." quote from WHO Guidelines for the Safe

Transport of Infectious Substances and Diagnostic Specimens(available at

the WHO web site: Check the ABSA site also).  This refers to AIR

transport. IATA requirements apply directly to air transport but have

been accepted by a number of transport and postal organizations.

However, if the transport is to be on the surface and by "trained"

researcher, the packaging and labeling must be in compliance with US

Federal regulations as well as state and local regulations. WHO also

notes that their guidelines are "...not to supercede local or national

requirements."

Personally, as a representative of an institution that might get hit by

liability, and regulatory problems if a researcher carrying infectious

agents got into an accident and spilled the stuff, I would seriously

recommend to the institution that this type of transport be curtailed

and provide some efficient way to transport it that would minimize

liability.  Secondly, close supervision of your researchers on this

matter is particularly important when talking about the possibility of

transport of select agents.  If someone is allowed to take "routine"

samples in their own car, someone else just might decide that they can

take 'Non-routine' samples including select agents and that could open

another whole can of worms.  Please excuse the analogy.

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 25 May 1998 09:40:13 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Joseph H. Coggin Jr." <jcoggin@JAGUAR1.USOUTHAL.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Seeking News and facts about CDC cancelling Select

              AgentContract (fwd)

In-Reply-To:  <01BD8597.21457D40@PC126.umaryland.edu>
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Deanna:  Thanks for the information.

Joe Coggin

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 25 May 1998 11:54:40 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Gill Norton <gmnorton@JULIAN.UWO.CA>

Organization: University of Western Ontario

Subject:      exhaust connections for BSCs

MIME-Version: 1.0
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Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

I have several questions about exhaust connection for BSCs.

If a decision is made to hard duct a Class II A/B3 cabinet to an exhaust

system connected to a fan on the roof exhaust how do you find

out/calculate how much air the fan must be capable of moving?

How should this be monitored?

 When should a cabinet be hard ducted and when connected by a thimble

connection?

Thanks for your help. Gillian Norton

------------------------------------------------------------------

Gillian Norton

Biosafety Officer

The University of Western Ontario

Occupational Health and Safety

Somerville House, Rm 2345

Phone: (519)661-2036

FAX:   (519)661-3420

-------------------------------------------------------------------
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Kyle Boyett <kboyett@HEALTHSAFE.UAB.EDU>

Subject:      Re: exhaust connections for BSCs
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Gillian, The first thing you need to do is determine how much air is needed

for the biosafety cabinet to maintain the optimum face velocity. This info

can be obtained from the manufacturer. After you do this then you need to

determine the static pressure requirements for the equipment, taking all

variables into consideration (elbows, number of cabinets on line, feet of

duct run, etc...). In a nut shell it's best to hire a mechanical engineer to

do this for you if you have not performed these calculations before, or at

least let one verify you results. He will also be able to give you some

monitoring methods, of which there are several to take into account many

confounders. To answer the second part of your question. If the biosafety

cabinet will be turned off when not in use and the room should be maintained

under negative pressure with respect to outer areas and the cabinet is a

source of exhaust to help maintain that negative pressure, then you need a

thimble (I apologize for the long sentence). But there again an engineer

consultant is a big help. Hope this helps.

----------

>From: Gill Norton <gmnorton@JULIAN.UWO.CA>

>To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>Subject: exhaust connections for BSCs

>Date: Mon, May 25, 1998, 9:54 AM

>

>I have several questions about exhaust connection for BSCs.

>

>If a decision is made to hard duct a Class II A/B3 cabinet to an exhaust

>system connected to a fan on the roof exhaust how do you find

>out/calculate how much air the fan must be capable of moving?

>

>How should this be monitored?

>

> When should a cabinet be hard ducted and when connected by a thimble

>connection?

>

>Thanks for your help. Gillian Norton

>------------------------------------------------------------------

>Gillian Norton

>Biosafety Officer

>The University of Western Ontario

>Occupational Health and Safety

>Somerville House, Rm 2345

>Phone: (519)661-2036

>FAX:   (519)661-3420

>-------------------------------------------------------------------

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 25 May 1998 09:58:51 -0800

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Sandra Fry <sandra.fry@BCCDC.HNET.BC.CA>

Subject:      Re: Seeking News and facts about CDC cancelling Select

              AgentContract (fwd)

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=ISO-8859-1

Deanna,

There was an attachment at the end of the e-mail you sent to the group that

I cannot seem to open....what application is it in and what version?

Many thanks!

------------------------

  From: "Deanna S. Robbins" <drobbins@UMARYLAND.EDU>

  Subject: Re: Seeking News and facts about CDC cancelling Select

AgentContract (fwd)

  Date: Fri, 22 May 1998 15:34:31 -0400

  To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> I attended a Round Table discussion at the ASM meeting in Atlanta

co-chaired by Drs. Brian Mahy and CJ. Peters. Policies for distribution of

cloned genes from BSL 4 agents and other restricted pathogens was discussed.

 In the course of this meeting, it was announced that the fees attached to

the Select Agent Regulation  would be rescinded but that this would not

occur for several months.

>

> Deanna S. Robbins, Ph.D.

> Dept. of Veterans Affairs

> Office of Research and Development

> 10 N. Greene Street

> Baltimore, Maryland 21201

> PHONE: 410.605.7000 ext. 6485   FAX: 410.605.7906

>

>

> -----Original Message-----

> From:   Randall Morin [SMTP:morin@MAIL.NCIFCRF.GOV]

> Sent:   Thursday, May 21, 1998 1:22 PM

> To:     BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:        Re: Seeking News and facts about CDC cancelling Select

AgentContract              (fwd)

>

> I discussed this issue with an individual working for Peg Tipple earlier

> this week, don't remember his name.  He said that CDC was in the process of

> hiring several government employees who would be conducting the on-site

> inspections and that he expected them to begin this fall.  No word on

> refunds or reductions of fees.

>

> At 10:14 AM 5/21/98 -0500, you wrote:

> >---------- Forwarded message ----------

> >Date: Thu, 21 May 1998 09:45:08 -0500 (CDT)

> >From: Joseph H. Coggin Jr. <jcoggin@jaguar1.usouthal.edu>

> >To: qq2 <carol-showalter@uiowa.edu>, carolyn@pliny.ehs.ufl.edu,

> >    cjohnso8@lamar.ColoState.EDU,

> >    Dr._Robert_Hawley@ftdetrck-ccmail.army.mil,

> >    HAWKINSL@OMRF.OMRF.uokhsc.edu, jcoggin@jaguar1.usouthal.edu,

> >    jeffry.rozak@abbott.com, joseph_gyuris@merck.com,

> >    jpointer@notes.mdacc.tmc.edu, Marian.Downing@add.ssw.abbott.com,

> >    Mary.Cipriano@add.ssw.abbott.com, mnoble@unixg.ubc.ca,

> >    paul_meechan@Merck.Com, PHOLEMA@ODSRARN3.SSW.JNJ.COM, rfink@mit.edu,

> >    richard.rebar@sb.com, SCFRY@BCSC02.GOV.BC.CA, skingsto@uiuc.edu

> >Subject: Seeking News and facts about CDC cancelling Select Agent Contract

> (fwd)

> >

> >

> >

> >---------- Forwarded message ----------

> >Date: Thu, 21 May 1998 09:21:38 -0500 (CDT)

> >From: Joseph H. Coggin Jr. <jcoggin@jaguar1.usouthal.edu>

> >To: qq <delpin.leslie_M@west-haven.va.gov>, destefam@cnyrc.org,

> >    dew@helix.nih.gov, egilman@MIT.EDU, ehs2lahr@ucsbvm.ucsb.edu,

> >    GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU, jab19768@glaxowellcome.com,

> >    jbetanco@umiamivm.ir.miami.edu, kjoseph@warren.med.harvard.edu,

> >    lburnett@uiuc.edu, leslie@admin.ucla.edu, ljt2@cornell.edu,

> >    partye@rockvax.rockefeller.edu, shenry@frii.com, skowalewsky@ucsd.edu,

> >    snowair@ix.netcom.com, stefan@msu.edu, THOMPSON_CHRISTINA_Z@LILLY.COM,

> >    tleonard@wista.wistar.upenn.edu

> >Subject: Seeking News and facts about CDC cancelling Select Agent Contract

> >

> >Dear Friends:

> >I learned today that CDC has cancelled the BL-3 the contract bid let last

> >year or early this year for evaluating laboratories handling select agents

> >and toxins in compliance with the new Select Agent Standard.  We have

> >tried to get some information on who, what, where, and why the contract

> >was cancelled and what will happen now to enforce the new Law if this

> >information is correct.  Also, the list of applicants applying for use of

> >shipped select agents and toxins is or should be public information, but

> >my associate has had no luck in getting the list.

> >Finally, how will CDC explain to Congress the failure to monitor as

> >required by Law?  Will CDC rebid the contract? The cost of registration

> >was high, but CDC officials frequently told ASM and other societies

> >including the Medical School Microbiology Chairpersons organization last

> >year that the price was to be made much cheaper.  CDC denied any such

> >price reductions when contacted directly.

> >

> >Any factual news would be appreciated.

> >

> >Thanks!

> >

> >Joe Coggin, Jr, Ph.D. RBP CBSP

> >Professor and Chairman

> >U. South Alabama, College of Medicine

> >Dept. Microbiology and Immunology

> >LMB

> >Mobile, AL 36688

> >(334) 460-6314 Work phone

> >(334) 460-6279 Fax

> >

> >

> Randall Morin, Dr.P.H.

> Manager, Safety & Environmental Protection Program

> SAIC Frederick

> NCI-FCRDC, Fort Detrick, Frederick, MD 21702-1201

> (301) 846-1740, morin@mail.ncifcrf.gov

> Fax:  (301) 846-6619

>

---------------End of Original Message-----------------

Sandra C. Fry

Biosafety Officer

BC Centre for Disease Control,

655 W. 12th Avenue

Vancouver, BC V5Z 4R4

phone: (604) 660 6176

pager: (604) 893 5737

fax:   (604) 660 6073
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Paul,

In order to answer your question, one would need to know more about the =

specimens being transported. In the US transport of infectious =

substances are regulated by the Hazardous Materials Regulations (HMR) =

found in title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations (49 CFR) parts 100 =

to 185. Most air carriers, including FedEx, are members of the =

International Air Transport Association (IATA). As such they are bound =

to follow the IATA Dangerous Goods Regulations for transporting your =

specimens. For the most part the IATA DGR and 49 CFR requirements are =

exactly the same. If anything, IATA is more restrictive and by following =

their regs, a shipper will fully comply with US law for any mode of =

transport.

One area in which the IATA DGR diverges from 49 CFR is in the definition =

of an "infectious substance" and how to treat "diagnostic specimens." =

IATA defines an infectious substance as "a Substances known to contain, =

or reasonably expected to contain, pathogens." Where as 49 CFR defines =

infectious substances as "a viable microorganism, or its toxin, that =

causes or may cause disease in humans or animals, . . ." 173.134 (a)(1) =

From what I understand from 49 CFR one must KNOW  a pathogen is present =

and does not include the qualifier "or reasonable expect."

Another case where the two differ is in the treatment of "diagnostic =

specimens". The definition of a diagnostic specimen is basically the =

same for both IATA and 49 CFR "any human or animal material including, =

but not limited to, excreta, secreta, blood, blood components, tissue, =

and tissue fluids, being shipped for the purposes of diagnosis." 49CFR =

173.134 (a)(2) Diagnostic specimens as defined above are not subject to =

the requirements of the HMR 49CFR 173.134 (b) However, IATA does not =

have the same broad exception for diagnostic specimens. Diagnostic =

specimens known or reasonably expected to contain pathogens and those be =

shipped to be tested for the presence of pathogens are fully regulated =

and treated the same as infectious substances.

Due the above differences, one may have a sample that would be fully =

regulated when transported by air requiring all the training, marking, =

labeling and documentation but when transported on the ground would not =

require any training, marking, labeling, etc. An example would be a =

blood sample being tested for a pathogen. This would meet the definition =

for a diagnostic specimen. As such it would not be subject to the =

packaging, marking, labeling and documentation requirements of the HMR. =

However if the same sample were to be transported by air, IATA regs =

would require it to have the proper packing, marking, labeling, etc.

Getting back to your original question, if you had a specimen that was =

known to contain a "viable microorganism that causes or may cause =

disease" then you would be required to package, mark, label, and =

document (shipper's declaration 49CFR 172.200) the same way you would do =

it for FedEx. There is one more additional requirement if driving one's =

own material. There is a requirement in the HMR for Driver Training and =

this can be found in 177.816 49CFR 177.816 and Shipping Papers 177.817 =

49CFR 177.817. One should also be familiar with 177 Subpart D Vehicles =

and Shipments in Transit; Accidents. 49CFR 177.854

For further information on this and other links related to the transport =

of infectious materials and biohazardous material check out our website  =

http://www.saftpak.com or give me a call at 1-800-814-7484.

For more specific information on the regulations try the following links

http://www.saftpak.com/regulatio.htm

http://www.saftpak.com/cfr49.htm

Eric Cook

Biological Technical Specialist

Saf-T-Pak, Inc.
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I have been contacted by a hospital that would like to incorporate an

"isolation/decontamination" room into the existing emergency department.

The assumption is that this room would be used for both infectious patients

and those exposed to hazardous chemicals. Does anyone have any information

on the design parameters of a room such as this? Is this common practice at

major hospitals?

Sandra C. Fry

Biosafety Officer

BC Centre for Disease Control,

655 W. 12th Avenue

Vancouver, BC V5Z 4R4

phone: (604) 660 6176

pager: (604) 893 5737

fax:   (604) 660 6073
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Dear Safety netters,

Has any one of your labs got an approved virus inactivation procedure

for inactivation of serum and blood samples derived from humans and

macaques? Where and by whom do you treat samples before allowing them

to be handled by lab personnel? Do you allow handling of inactivated

samples in BL-1 areas?

 After the casualties, I would be particularly interseted in the

inactivation of Herpes B.

Thank you in advance for your expert input

Otto

Otto Doblhoff-Dier, Inst. Appl. Microbiol, Univ. Agric.,

Nussdorfer Laende 11, A-1190 Vienna, Austria, Europe

Tel: *43-1-36006-6204    Fax:*43-1-3697615

EMAIL: doblhoff@edv2.boku.ac.at

WWW: http://www.boku.ac.at/iam/efb/doblhoff/doblhoff.htm
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My references state that the Herpes B virus is inactivated by agents

that would inactivate the polio virus i.e. heat, 2% formalin. A full

discussion can be found in Wells DL, Lipper SL Hilliard JK, et al

Herpesvirus simiae, Contamination of primary rhesus monkey kidney cells

cultures, CDC recommendations to minimize risks to laboratory personnel:

in Diagn Microbiol Infect Dis 1989;12:333-6.

 We have a primate facility here and researchers have to request

permission to use tissues from the animals in writing and state what

procedures they  are proposing.  For infixed tissues a biological safety

cabinet is required, gloves and  appropriate decontamination of wastes.

If the cells/tissues are fixed or inactivated by named and approved

means then the material is rendered non biohazardous and can be used on

the bench top. Heat, formalin or detergent have been used so far by

researchers. Get it in writing with the  concentration of the active

decontaminating ingredient. Gilllian

DOBLHOFF-DIER OTTO wrote:

>

> Dear Safety netters,

>

> Has any one of your labs got an approved virus inactivation procedure

> for inactivation of serum and blood samples derived from humans and

> macaques? Where and by whom do you treat samples before allowing them

> to be handled by lab personnel? Do you allow handling of inactivated

> samples in BL-1 areas?

>  After the casualties, I would be particularly interseted in the

> inactivation of Herpes B.

>

> Thank you in advance for your expert input

>

> Otto

> Otto Doblhoff-Dier, Inst. Appl. Microbiol, Univ. Agric.,

> Nussdorfer Laende 11, A-1190 Vienna, Austria, Europe

> Tel: *43-1-36006-6204    Fax:*43-1-3697615

> EMAIL: doblhoff@edv2.boku.ac.at

> WWW: http://www.boku.ac.at/iam/efb/doblhoff/doblhoff.htm

--

------------------------------------------------------------------

Gillian Norton

Biosafety Officer

The University of Western Ontario

Occupational Health and Safety

Somerville House, Rm 2345

Phone: (519)661-2036

FAX:   (519)661-3420

-------------------------------------------------------------------
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Blood and body fluid samples as well as any other tissue samples from

humans and/or non-human primates should be handled by all lab personnel

as if they contain infectious agents.  No matter what type of treatment

you use, you can never be certain that you have inactivated all the

potentially infectious agents in that tissue.  The prions are a case in

point.  When we tell people that we have inactivated this or that, they

become more lackadasical about how they handle the materials.

All of these materials should be handled at BSL-2.  Remember that BSL-2

procedures are really what we should be using in the laboratory anyway

and if we look carefully at these procedures we find that they are

simply good microbiology lab techniques and not something that is

difficult to do.  If these  procedures are followed, the probability of

lab acquired infection is substantially reduced.  The problem is that we

are not very good at following good procedures.
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This came to me as Biosafty list owner.  Please respond directly to:

pnghussien@pjc.com.my as he is NOT a subscriber and replies to the list

will not be received by him.  Thanks,

Richie Fink

Biosafty List Owner

rfink@mit.edu

>X-Sender: pnghussien#mail.pjc.com.my@wingate (Unverified)

>X-Mailer: Windows Eudora Light Version 3.0.1 (32)

>Date: Tue, 26 May 1998 11:38:55 +0800

>To: Mr<biosafty-request@mitvma.mit.edu>

>From: "PNG - Hussien b Mamat" <pnghussien@pjc.com.my>

>Subject: HEPA FILTERS

>

>

>Dear Sir,

>I'm Hussin from Penang, Malaysia. I'm HSE Coordinators for my company

>providing Facilities Engineering for all Hospitals in  Malaysia. I got your

>adress through internet.

>I need the information on how or what is the contents of discharge air from

>operation theatre in hospital. We filter the discharge air with HEPA

>Filter. Now how to dispose the filters. Does it consider the general waste

>or clinical waste.

>I'm sure you're the right person can help me or if not please direct me to

>others.

>

>regards,HUSSIN

>

>
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Sandra,

We have exactly what you describe here at LLNL. A decontamination room was

designed as part of our Emergency Room for the purpose of decontamining

patients exposed to radioactive and other hazardous materials. Fortunately,

we have had the need to use it much, but when we need it, its been very

helpful.

Since this was designed before I got here, I need to search for the plans

used in its construction. It may or may not exist. I'll call you when I

find them.

Al Jin, BSO IH (MS,CM(AAM),M(ASCP)

Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory

Livermore CA

>I have been contacted by a hospital that would like to incorporate an

>"isolation/decontamination" room into the existing emergency department.

>The assumption is that this room would be used for both infectious patients

>and those exposed to hazardous chemicals. Does anyone have any information

>on the design parameters of a room such as this? Is this common practice at

>major hospitals?

>

>Sandra C. Fry

>Biosafety Officer

>BC Centre for Disease Control,

>655 W. 12th Avenue

>Vancouver, BC V5Z 4R4

>phone: (604) 660 6176

>pager: (604) 893 5737

>fax:   (604) 660 6073
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Alfred L. 'Al' Jin wrote:

>

> Sandra,

>

> We have exactly what you describe here at LLNL. A decontamination room was

> designed as part of our Emergency Room for the purpose of decontamining

> patients exposed to radioactive and other hazardous materials. Fortunately,

> we have had the need to use it much, but when we need it, its been very

> helpful.

>

> Since this was designed before I got here, I need to search for the plans

> used in its construction. It may or may not exist. I'll call you when I

> find them.

>

> Al Jin, BSO IH (MS,CM(AAM),M(ASCP)

> Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory

> Livermore CA

>

> >I have been contacted by a hospital that would like to incorporate an

> >"isolation/decontamination" room into the existing emergency department.

> >The assumption is that this room would be used for both infectious patients

> >and those exposed to hazardous chemicals. Does anyone have any information

> >on the design parameters of a room such as this? Is this common practice at

> >major hospitals?

> >

> >Sandra C. Fry

> >Biosafety Officer

> >BC Centre for Disease Control,

> >655 W. 12th Avenue

> >Vancouver, BC V5Z 4R4

> >phone: (604) 660 6176

> >pager: (604) 893 5737

> >fax:   (604) 660 6073

Careful!   Decontamination of patients involves more than just an

isolation room. Considerations must be made for flammable or toxic vapor

isolation. (For example, will an electrical defibrillator cause an

explosion when used on the patient in the presence of this particular

vapor?, etc) According to US OSHA law, there must also be a means of

identifying oxygen content of the room, (as vapors may displace oxygen).

 There must also be a capacity to identify and quantify the chemical or

otherwise staff must wear level B protective gear which includes

supplied-air and facemasks.  Ingress into the room must be isolated as

well.  Many hospitals sidetep some of these problems by using temporary

outside decon stations instead of indoor facilities.  In the US,

emergency personnel must be certified in OSHA Hazardous Waste Emergency

Operations technique in order to decontaminate patients. The room must

also have a sealed & recoverable storage tank for effluent from patient

decontaminations.  Hospitals in the US do not frequently have separate

hazmat storage tanks for effuent runoff.  There are also additional

regulations regarding treatment of exposed patients which are enforced

by the US Joint Commission on Accreditation of Hospitals.  Many

hospitals have only limited capacities in this area. Lab biosafety and

hazmat patient decontamination are two entirely different fields and

best left up to the appropriate level of experts.  Hospitals are best

served by those experienced in environmental health, toxicology,

disaster medicine & hazmat incident command & control.

Mark Keim, MD

Assistant Professor of Emergency Medicine

Disaster Medicine Specialist

Hazardous Waste Operations Emergency Response Technician

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 26 May 1998 17:37:55 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Tim Ryan <tryan@UH.EDU>

Subject:      Re: HazMat OR Specs

MIME-version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

>>

>> >I have been contacted by a hospital that would like to incorporate an

>> >"isolation/decontamination" room into the existing emergency department.

>> >The assumption is that this room would be used for both infectious patients

>> >and those exposed to hazardous chemicals. Does anyone have any information

>> >on the design parameters of a room such as this? Is this common practice at

>> >major hospitals?

>> >

>> >Sandra C. Fry

>> >Biosafety Officer

>> >BC Centre for Disease Control,

>> >655 W. 12th Avenue

>> >Vancouver, BC V5Z 4R4

>> >phone: (604) 660 6176

>> >pager: (604) 893 5737

>> >fax:   (604) 660 6073

>

I'd say it's not common practice at all major hospitals, but essential at

others.

Try calling Dee Zimmerman at the University of Texas Medical Branch in

Galveston.  I think her number is 409/772-4190.  About 9 years ago, when in

her position, I helped design what I think you're looking for, for that

institution's new emergency medical facility.  They had a very real threat

(treatment need?), owing to approximately 40% of the US petrochemical

capacity located 5 miles away in Texas City.  The fact that the unit is now

less than new might give you some valuable insights into what to leave in,

and what to leave out.  Also, she might have access to the OR's nursing

SOPs (which in my opinion would be invaluable to you in your design phase).

Good luck.

USPS:  Tim Ryan - CIH, CSP, RBP

       Director - Environmental & Physical Safety Department

       University of Houston System : University of Houston

       EPSD-1852

       University of Houston

       Houston, TX 77204-1852

Voice: (713) 743-5858          FAX:    (713) 743-5859

E-mail: tryan@uh.edu

URL--> http://www.uh.edu/admin/epsd/index.html

___________________________________________________________________

"The difference between the right word and the almost right word is the

difference between lightning and a lightning bug." -- Mark Twain
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FYI - The recently released 8th Report on Carcinogens is available online at

http://ehis.niehs.nih.gov/roc/toc8.html
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Gillian,

In response to your question below on when a Class II Type A/B3 cabinet

should be hard ducted or thimble connected, there are a couple of benefits

to thimble connections to keep in mind.

First, when you have fluctuations in your exhaust system a thimble

connection is much more forgiving.  Fluctuations in your exhaust system will

affect the air flow through the thimble slots instead of your cabinet's

intake air flow, and therefore cabinet performance is not affected.

Secondly, in the event of an exhaust failure, the thimble connection allows

you to maintain cabinet face velocity by exhausting HEPA filtered air back

into the laboratory through the thimble slots.  With a hard connection, face

velocity can be compromised in the event of an exhaust failure.

We (The Baker Company) have released a paper on the use of thimble

connections with biological safety cabinets.  I would be happy to send you a

copy if you'd like, simply let me know.

I hope this information helps to answer your question.

Deborah Dagan

The Baker Company

-----Original Message-----

From: Kyle Boyett <kboyett@HEALTHSAFE.UAB.EDU>

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Date: Monday, May 25, 1998 12:19 PM

Subject: Re: exhaust connections for BSCs

>Gillian, The first thing you need to do is determine how much air is needed

>for the biosafety cabinet to maintain the optimum face velocity. This info

>can be obtained from the manufacturer. After you do this then you need to

>determine the static pressure requirements for the equipment, taking all

>variables into consideration (elbows, number of cabinets on line, feet of

>duct run, etc...). In a nut shell it's best to hire a mechanical engineer

to

>do this for you if you have not performed these calculations before, or at

>least let one verify you results. He will also be able to give you some

>monitoring methods, of which there are several to take into account many

>confounders. To answer the second part of your question. If the biosafety

>cabinet will be turned off when not in use and the room should be

maintained

>under negative pressure with respect to outer areas and the cabinet is a

>source of exhaust to help maintain that negative pressure, then you need a

>thimble (I apologize for the long sentence). But there again an engineer

>consultant is a big help. Hope this helps.

>----------

>>From: Gill Norton <gmnorton@JULIAN.UWO.CA>

>>To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>>Subject: exhaust connections for BSCs

>>Date: Mon, May 25, 1998, 9:54 AM

>>

>

>>I have several questions about exhaust connection for BSCs.

>>

>>If a decision is made to hard duct a Class II A/B3 cabinet to an exhaust

>>system connected to a fan on the roof exhaust how do you find

>>out/calculate how much air the fan must be capable of moving?

>>

>>How should this be monitored?

>>

>> When should a cabinet be hard ducted and when connected by a thimble

>>connection?

>>

>>Thanks for your help. Gillian Norton

>>------------------------------------------------------------------

>>Gillian Norton

>>Biosafety Officer

>>The University of Western Ontario

>>Occupational Health and Safety

>>Somerville House, Rm 2345

>>Phone: (519)661-2036

>>FAX:   (519)661-3420

>>-------------------------------------------------------------------

>
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Deborah, Thanks for pointing out some of the benefits of thimble exhaust

connections vs.. hard connection with respect to failure of the roof blower.

One aspect I forgot to mention to Gillian, however, when a biosafety cabinet

is hard connected to the exhaust, sufficient precautions should be taken to

prevent hazardous operations from taking place in event of roof blower

failure i.e.. duct monitoring with alarms, blower on emergency power,

multiple belt drive, etc...

Kyle G. Boyett

Asst. Director of Biosafety

The University of Alabama at Birmingham

Phone 205-934-2487

Fax 205-934-7487

E-mail kboyett@healthsafe.uab.edu

----------

>From: Deborah Dagan <ddagan@BAKERCO.COM>

>To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>Subject: Re: exhaust connections for BSCs

>Date: Wed, May 27, 1998, 1:57 PM

>

>Gillian,

>

>In response to your question below on when a Class II Type A/B3 cabinet

>should be hard ducted or thimble connected, there are a couple of benefits

>to thimble connections to keep in mind.

>

>First, when you have fluctuations in your exhaust system a thimble

>connection is much more forgiving.  Fluctuations in your exhaust system

will

>affect the air flow through the thimble slots instead of your cabinet's

>intake air flow, and therefore cabinet performance is not affected.

>

>Secondly, in the event of an exhaust failure, the thimble connection allows

>you to maintain cabinet face velocity by exhausting HEPA filtered air back

>into the laboratory through the thimble slots.  With a hard connection,

face

>velocity can be compromised in the event of an exhaust failure.

>

>We (The Baker Company) have released a paper on the use of thimble

>connections with biological safety cabinets.  I would be happy to send you

a

>copy if you'd like, simply let me know.

>

>I hope this information helps to answer your question.

>

>Deborah Dagan

>The Baker Company

>

>-----Original Message-----

>From: Kyle Boyett <kboyett@HEALTHSAFE.UAB.EDU>

>To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

>Date: Monday, May 25, 1998 12:19 PM

>Subject: Re: exhaust connections for BSCs

>

>

>>Gillian, The first thing you need to do is determine how much air is

needed

>>for the biosafety cabinet to maintain the optimum face velocity. This info

>>can be obtained from the manufacturer. After you do this then you need to

>>determine the static pressure requirements for the equipment, taking all

>>variables into consideration (elbows, number of cabinets on line, feet of

>>duct run, etc...). In a nut shell it's best to hire a mechanical engineer

>to

>>do this for you if you have not performed these calculations before, or at

>>least let one verify you results. He will also be able to give you some

>>monitoring methods, of which there are several to take into account many

>>confounders. To answer the second part of your question. If the biosafety

>>cabinet will be turned off when not in use and the room should be

>maintained

>>under negative pressure with respect to outer areas and the cabinet is a

>>source of exhaust to help maintain that negative pressure, then you need a

>>thimble (I apologize for the long sentence). But there again an engineer

>>consultant is a big help. Hope this helps.

>>----------

>>>From: Gill Norton <gmnorton@JULIAN.UWO.CA>

>>>To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>>>Subject: exhaust connections for BSCs

>>>Date: Mon, May 25, 1998, 9:54 AM

>>>

>>

>>>I have several questions about exhaust connection for BSCs.

>>>

>>>If a decision is made to hard duct a Class II A/B3 cabinet to an exhaust

>>>system connected to a fan on the roof exhaust how do you find

>>>out/calculate how much air the fan must be capable of moving?

>>>

>>>How should this be monitored?

>>>

>>> When should a cabinet be hard ducted and when connected by a thimble

>>>connection?

>>>

>>>Thanks for your help. Gillian Norton

>>>------------------------------------------------------------------

>>>Gillian Norton

>>>Biosafety Officer

>>>The University of Western Ontario

>>>Occupational Health and Safety

>>>Somerville House, Rm 2345

>>>Phone: (519)661-2036

>>>FAX:   (519)661-3420

>>>-------------------------------------------------------------------

>>
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Deborah,

Thanks for clearing up the issue before it fogged over.

Richard

Deborah Dagan wrote:

>

> Gillian,

>

> In response to your question below on when a Class II Type A/B3 cabinet

> should be hard ducted or thimble connected, there are a couple of benefits

> to thimble connections to keep in mind.

>

> First, when you have fluctuations in your exhaust system a thimble

> connection is much more forgiving.  Fluctuations in your exhaust system will

> affect the air flow through the thimble slots instead of your cabinet's

> intake air flow, and therefore cabinet performance is not affected.

>

> Secondly, in the event of an exhaust failure, the thimble connection allows

> you to maintain cabinet face velocity by exhausting HEPA filtered air back

> into the laboratory through the thimble slots.  With a hard connection, face

> velocity can be compromised in the event of an exhaust failure.

>

> We (The Baker Company) have released a paper on the use of thimble

> connections with biological safety cabinets.  I would be happy to send you a

> copy if you'd like, simply let me know.

>

> I hope this information helps to answer your question.

>

> Deborah Dagan

> The Baker Company

>

> -----Original Message-----

> From: Kyle Boyett <kboyett@HEALTHSAFE.UAB.EDU>

> To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

> Date: Monday, May 25, 1998 12:19 PM

> Subject: Re: exhaust connections for BSCs

>

> >Gillian, The first thing you need to do is determine how much air is needed

> >for the biosafety cabinet to maintain the optimum face velocity. This info

> >can be obtained from the manufacturer. After you do this then you need to

> >determine the static pressure requirements for the equipment, taking all

> >variables into consideration (elbows, number of cabinets on line, feet of

> >duct run, etc...). In a nut shell it's best to hire a mechanical engineer

> to

> >do this for you if you have not performed these calculations before, or at

> >least let one verify you results. He will also be able to give you some

> >monitoring methods, of which there are several to take into account many

> >confounders. To answer the second part of your question. If the biosafety

> >cabinet will be turned off when not in use and the room should be

> maintained

> >under negative pressure with respect to outer areas and the cabinet is a

> >source of exhaust to help maintain that negative pressure, then you need a

> >thimble (I apologize for the long sentence). But there again an engineer

> >consultant is a big help. Hope this helps.

> >----------

> >>From: Gill Norton <gmnorton@JULIAN.UWO.CA>

> >>To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> >>Subject: exhaust connections for BSCs

> >>Date: Mon, May 25, 1998, 9:54 AM

> >>

> >

> >>I have several questions about exhaust connection for BSCs.

> >>

> >>If a decision is made to hard duct a Class II A/B3 cabinet to an exhaust

> >>system connected to a fan on the roof exhaust how do you find

> >>out/calculate how much air the fan must be capable of moving?

> >>

> >>How should this be monitored?

> >>

> >> When should a cabinet be hard ducted and when connected by a thimble

> >>connection?

> >>

> >>Thanks for your help. Gillian Norton

> >>------------------------------------------------------------------

> >>Gillian Norton

> >>Biosafety Officer

> >>The University of Western Ontario

> >>Occupational Health and Safety

> >>Somerville House, Rm 2345

> >>Phone: (519)661-2036

> >>FAX:   (519)661-3420

> >>-------------------------------------------------------------------

> >
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<HTML>

<HEAD>

<META HTTP-EQUIV="Content-Type" CONTENT="text/html; charset=windows-1252">

<META NAME="Generator" CONTENT="Microsoft Word 97">

<TITLE>                              HUMAN RESOURCES</TITLE>

</HEAD>

<BODY>

<FONT FACE="Courier New" SIZE=2><P>                              HUMAN RESOURCES</P>

<P>                         [Johns HopkinsUniversity]</P>

<P>                          EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES</P>

<P>                            SCHOOL OF MEDICINE</P>

<P>Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine Divisional Office is currently</P>

<P>recruiting for the position described below. Qualified applicants,</P>

<P>including current Hopkins staff, must submit a complete application and/or</P>

<P>resume and a cover letter indicating the requisition number and the job</P>

<P>title to the contact indicated in the text to the above address.</P>

<P>Applications received after the closing date (if one is listed) may not be</P>

<P>considered. Currently, resumes and/or applications received by electronic</P>

<P>mail will not be considered.</P>

<P>The address of the divisional office is:</P>

<P>SCHOOL OF MEDICINE</P>

<P>THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY</P>

<P>1830 EAST MONUMENT STREET SUITE 2-100</P>

<P>BALTIMORE MD 21205</P>

<P>  ------------------------------------------------------------------------</P>

<P> REQUISITION #:M98-2431 /1                 JOB TITLE:  BIOSAFETY ASSISTANT</P>

<P> GRADE:        36                          STATUS:     FULL-TIME</P>

<P> HOURS WORKED: 8:30am-5:00pm               WORK WEEK:  40 hrs/wk</P>

<P> WORK LOCATION:EAST BALTIMORE</P>

<P> CAMPUS:       EAST BALTIMORE              CONTACT:    Don Horan at (410)</P>

<P>                                                       955-2990</P>

<P> DIVISION:     HEALTH DIVISIONS            DATE POSTED:5/5/98 REPOST</P>

<P>               ADMINISTRATION</P>

<P> DEPARTMENT:   SAFETY &amp; ENVIRONMENTAL      CLOSING     6/11/98</P>

<P>               HEALTH OFFICE               DATE:</P>

<P> GENERAL DESCRIPTION:</P>

<P>      Facilitates maintenance and certification programs for laminar air</P>

<P>      flow cabinets, portable HEPA filters, and positive air pressure</P>

<P>      respirators (PAPR's). Assist with biosafety related matters as</P>

<P>      stipulated by the Biosafety Certifier. Assist with coordination of</P>

<P>      certification, repair, purchase, decontamination, and moving of</P>

<P>      hospital and university laminar air flow equipment, including</P>

<P>      biological safety cabinets, clean air benches, PAPR's and other HEPA</P>

<P>      filter equipment.  Assist with report filing and data management by</P>

<P>      computer; perform other duties as required.  This is a career track</P>

<P>      position that can lead to future NSF field certifier certificaiton.</P>

<P> QUALIFICATIONS:</P>

<P>      High School diploma or equivalent. Computer and filing skills. Must</P>

<P>      be physically able to wear personal protective equipment, especially</P>

<P>      respiratory protection during performance of job duties. Must be</P>

<P>      physically able to transport wheeled equipment weighing approximately</P>

<P>      350 pounds. Must be able to be available for emergency response.</P>

<P> PREFERRED QUALIFICATIONS: Previous biosafety or HVAC experience.  Mechanical ability.</P>

<P> APPROXIMATE STARTING SALARY:Mid 20's</P>

</FONT></BODY>

</HTML>
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I'm reviewing an IACUC protocol involving the oral and/or ip administration

of Toxoplasma gondii in mice. CDC/NIH BMBL addresses Toxoplasma as follows:

"Because of the grave consequences of toxoplasmosis in the developing

fetus, serologically negative women of childbearing age who might become

pregnant should not work with Toxoplasma in the same laboratory room where

these materials are handled."

The protocol indicates that all personnel working on this project are

female, and of childbearing age. Our first requirement is that each

employee be tested to determine their serological status. Considering that

only 10-25% of the US population are seropositive, I anticipate a negative

result. Then what?

So, my dilema is how could we allow seronegative females of childbearing

age to work with Toxoplasma considering that it would clearly contradict

the BMBL statement? Maybe we can't, but I would sure like to hear from

others who have shared this experience and how you have approached the issue.

Thanks in advance,

Tom

>>Dr. Chris Hunter

>>chunter@phl.vet.upenn.edu

>>tel: 573-7772

R. Thomas Leonard, M.S.

Safety Officer

The Wistar Institute

3601 Spruce Street

Philadelphia, PA 19104

tleonard@wista.wistar.upenn.edu

215-898-3712

Fx:215-898-3868
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Tom said...

>So, my dilema is how could we allow seronegative females of childbearing

>age to work with Toxoplasma considering that it would clearly contradict

>the BMBL statement? Maybe we can't, but I would sure like to hear from

>others who have shared this experience and how you have approached the issue.

I've run into this with different organisms. The BMBL isn't law (although

OSHA would probably enforce it under the General Duty clause), so you don't

*have* to follow it's recommendations. BUT...

If anything that can even be remotely linked to T. gondii exposure hapens

to any of these females and you didn't follow published guidelines to the

letter, their lawyers (and they will have one, as I'm sure you know) will

have a field day.

I would downcheck the protocol, and allow it to proceed only if the

investigator agrees to use seropositive females and males. I know that this

is easier said than done, and that the investigator will probably agree and

then do whatever s/he damn well pleases. But I can't see any other way to

protect the employees, the institution, and yourself.

Robin

W. Robert Newberry, IV CIH, CHMM

Director, Environmental Health and Safety

Clmson University

wnewber@clemson.edu  ehs@clemson.edu

http://ehs.clemson.edu/
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>From: <PRIZIMnet@aol.com>

>Date: Thu, 28 May 1998 14:48:13 EDT

>To: biosafty-request@mitvma.mit.edu

>Subject: HP/LS&EM Student Scholarship Award

>X-Mailer: AOL 3.0 for Windows 95 sub 51

>

>Dear Richard:

>

>Can you please post this message on the biosafety listserv:

>__________________________________________________________________

>

>NOMINATIONS ARE STILL BEING ACCEPTED FOR THIS YEAR'S

>HEWLETT PACKARD/LS&EM STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP AWARD

>

>

>Every year Laboratory Safety & Environmental Management (LS&EM) offers a

>unique educational event on EHS issues in labs.

>

>This year's conference (LS&EM '98), June 22-25, in Research Triangle Park,

NC,

>is an excellent opportunity for college students who are planning a lab-

>centered career to learn about EHS issues while still forming a working

>philosophy about lab materials and equipment which have chemical,

radioactive,

>or biosafety aspects.

>

>The purpose of the HP/LS&EM Student Scholarship Award is: In recognizing a

>student for his/her demonstrated commitment to and enthusiasm for

>understanding lab EHS issues, HP and LS&EM seek to encourage other

students to

>do the same.

>

>If you would like more details on how a student can be nominated for this

>award, what is included in the scholarship, and more, please send us an email

>at PRIZIMnet@aol.com.

>___________________________________________________________________

>

>Thanks so much.

>

>Dawnn Johnson

>LS&EM

>

Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

Biosafty List Owner

rfink@mit.edu
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I have a couple responses to this Toxoplasma discussion (we have exactly

this situation (toxo with a female PI and female staff) here at UIUC). . .

I suspect that your institution is more likely to get slapped with a

discrimination suit for banning women from a research lab than they will

with a fetal injury case (considering that proper Biosafety Level 2

practices/facilities should be protective for a woman who might not yet

know she's pregnant).  Toxo (among other pathogens) is also a problem for

immunocompromised folks, but we can't (legally) screen our employees for

steroids or HIV before they are assigned to laboratories.  What we do is

make information about the organism available to ALL the research and

service staff (does your custodial staff have women of childbearing age and

are they allowed in this lab?) and state VERY STRONGLY  and repeatedly that

the organism may be unusually hazardous for pregnant women or

immunocompromised individuals (our biohazard postings have this warning on

all access doors to the toxo lab).   Are your researchers or animal care

staff or vet school students who are of childbearing age or who are

immunocompromised allowed work around cat feces?  [And yes, I know that

there's a difference between potentially infectious cat feces and a culture

of the infectious critter.]

The principal investigator using toxo here is a female of childbearing age

with many years experience in protozoal parasites.  She voluntarily

submitted herself and her staff to serological testing.  When she had a

seronegative staff member who was trying to get pregnant, she provided

temporary reassignment.  All staff members were given the opportunity to be

reassigned once they knew of the hazards of the organism.  The lab works

with other protozoal parasites and has a well-trained staff who are

well-versed in Biosafety Level 2.  If your researchers are less seasoned,

then a more cautious approach is warranted.

I note that cytomegalovirus does not carry a similar warning in BMBL and

yet it has similar risks to a fetus in a serologically negative woman.

It's my opinion that a reasoned, scientifically-based approach is the

answer to this dilemma.  As with ANY pathogen, the reasoning should be

well-documented and well-communicated.  And I'd check with your legal

counsel before you "ban" anyone from a lab--especially on such a global

issue as being female and such a personal issue as getting pregnant.

Just my perspective.  Good luck!!

LouAnn

-------------------------------------------------------------------

LouAnn C. Burnett

Assistant Director, Environmental Health & Safety

Biological Safety Section

Division of Environmental Health & Safety

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

217-244-7362 (office)     217-244-6594 (fax)

--------------------------------------------------------------------
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I have a couple responses to this Toxoplasma discussion (we have exactly

this situation (toxo with a female PI and female staff) here at UIUC). . .

I suspect that your institution is more likely to get slapped with a

discrimination suit for banning women from a research lab than they will

...

Response to LuAnn's reply - she hit the nail on the head again!  Document,

communicate - and leave no stone unturned.  Exactly our approach too.  We

can't discriminate anymore.  We're suppose to make it safe for everyone -

even fertile males and old people.

Judy Pointer

UTMDACC
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I think Lou Ann and Judy are on the money here.  We don't dare try to

regulate anyone out of a lab, especially in this hotbed of rampant

liberalism (San Francisco).  A couple of our canned health surveillance

programs include contraindication awareness training and when work with

or vaccination against an individual is contraindicated, we leave the

ultimate decision regarding work assignment up to the individual and the

PI.  And it's not just women who are involved in this approach - a man

with eczema would be very strongly advised against working with vaccinia

vectors or being vaccinated.  Some might suggest having the legal

department draft a liability release or some type of informed consent

but I'm not even sure these would stand up in court.  And given

society's predilection to sue at the drop of a hat, you could count on

it being tested sooner or later.

-- Glenn

-----------------------------------------------

Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D., CBSP

Biosafety Officer

U.C. San Francisco

415-476-2097   fax 415-476-0581

glennf@ehsmail.ucsf.edu

> -----Original Message-----

> From: Judy Pointer [SMTP:jpointer@NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU]

> Sent: Thursday, May 28, 1998 1:22 PM

> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:      Re: Toxoplasma dilemma

>

> I have a couple responses to this Toxoplasma discussion (we have

> exactly

> this situation (toxo with a female PI and female staff) here at UIUC).

> . .

>

> I suspect that your institution is more likely to get slapped with a

> discrimination suit for banning women from a research lab than they

> will

> ...

>

>

> Response to LuAnn's reply - she hit the nail on the head again!

> Document,

> communicate - and leave no stone unturned.  Exactly our approach too.

> We

> can't discriminate anymore.  We're suppose to make it safe for

> everyone -

> even fertile males and old people.

>

> Judy Pointer

> UTMDACC
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Well said Lou Ann!  Reasonable review of the project coupled with

warnings and education of the staff is the best policy.
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>I think Lou Ann and Judy are on the money here.  We don't dare try to

>regulate anyone out of a lab, especially in this hotbed of rampant

>liberalism (San Francisco).

Did I miss something? Who suggested banning anyone? You simply state that a

condition for work on X project is immunity from X. Employees - whether

male or female, whether in the prime of their reproductive years or not -

who did not have immunity would simply work on projects not requiring it.

In the case of Toxoplasma, there is a written recommendation from the

governmental agency charged with overseeing infectious diseases that

females of childbearing age should not be allowed to work in the same lab

where these materials are handled. If we ignore this safety precaution for

the sake of political correctness, we will gravely hurt ourselves the next

time a researcher, or the administration, seeks "accommodation." If we

ignore written recommendations for one project, we will be expected to for

others.

A less attractive alternative would be to allow females of childbearing age

to work with the Toxoplasma, but bump the BL level up a notch to a 3. This

does not overcome the fact that we would be going against a written

recommendation, but it would indicate recognition of the nature of the

hazard to females of childbearing age, and show the regulators some effort

on the institution's part to protect the employees.

Robin

W. Robert Newberry, IV CIH, CHMM

Director, Environmental Health and Safety

Clmson University

wnewber@clemson.edu  ehs@clemson.edu

http://ehs.clemson.edu/
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I don't think that allowing females to work with Toxoplasma after they

have been well informed of all of the risks and appropriate precautions

to take is accommodation any more than allowing researchers to conduct

research on anything else that is hazardous (radioactivity, other

infectious agents for which there is no vaccine, teratogenic chemicals).

Note that the BMBL does not have one word in it about Rubella virus,

which is also a particular hazard for pregnant women.  Regarding

Toxoplasma, the BMBL does not exactly state that females of childbearing

age should not be allowed to work in the same lab where these materials

are handled, it states that "seronegative women of childbearing age who

might become pregnant should not work" in the same lab.  It also states

that "immunocompromised individuals should avoid working with live

organisms".  Where is the cutoff for "childbearing age"? (menopause?)

How do you interpret "who might become pregnant" (if they use birth

control is that adequate, or should you require abstaining from sexual

intercourse while working on the project?) What about immunocompromised

persons?

The idea of requiring immunity for anyone to work on the project is less

discriminatory, but do you have enough alternative research projects for

these people to work on?  Will you require immunity from the infectious

organism for every infectious disease research project conducted at your

institution?

 ----------

From: Robin Newberry

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject: Re: Toxoplasma dilemma

Date: Friday, May 29, 1998 8:58AM

>I think Lou Ann and Judy are on the money here.  We don't dare try to

>regulate anyone out of a lab, especially in this hotbed of rampant

>liberalism (San Francisco).

Did I miss something? Who suggested banning anyone? You simply state

that a

condition for work on X project is immunity from X. Employees - whether

male or female, whether in the prime of their reproductive years or not

-

who did not have immunity would simply work on projects not requiring

it.

In the case of Toxoplasma, there is a written recommendation from the

governmental agency charged with overseeing infectious diseases that

females of childbearing age should not be allowed to work in the same

lab

where these materials are handled. If we ignore this safety precaution

for

the sake of political correctness, we will gravely hurt ourselves the

next

time a researcher, or the administration, seeks "accommodation." If we

ignore written recommendations for one project, we will be expected to

for

others.

A less attractive alternative would be to allow females of childbearing

age

to work with the Toxoplasma, but bump the BL level up a notch to a 3.

This

does not overcome the fact that we would be going against a written

recommendation, but it would indicate recognition of the nature of the

hazard to females of childbearing age, and show the regulators some

effort

on the institution's part to protect the employees.

Robin

W. Robert Newberry, IV CIH, CHMM

Director, Environmental Health and Safety

Clmson University

wnewber@clemson.edu  ehs@clemson.edu

http://ehs.clemson.edu/
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I hate it when people don't identify themselves, and I just failed to do

just that in the message below.

Julie A. Johnson, Ph.D.

Biosafety Officer

Environmental Health and Safety

118 Agronomy Lab

Iowa State University

Ames, IA  50011

phone:  515-294-7657,    fax:  515-294-9357,     e-mail:

jajohns@iastate.edu     http://www.ehs.iastate.edu

 ----------

From: Johnson, Julie A.

To: Robin Newberry; BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject: Re: Toxoplasma dilemma

Date: Friday, May 29, 1998 10:30AM

I don't think that allowing females to work with Toxoplasma after they

have been well informed of all of the risks and appropriate precautions

to take is accommodation any more than allowing researchers to conduct

research on anything else that is hazardous (radioactivity, other

infectious agents for which there is no vaccine, teratogenic chemicals).

Note that the BMBL does not have one word in it about Rubella virus,

which is also a particular hazard for pregnant women.  Regarding

Toxoplasma, the BMBL does not exactly state that females of childbearing

age should not be allowed to work in the same lab where these materials

are handled, it states that "seronegative women of childbearing age who

might become pregnant should not work" in the same lab.  It also states

that "immunocompromised individuals should avoid working with live

organisms".  Where is the cutoff for "childbearing age"? (menopause?)

How do you interpret "who might become pregnant" (if they use birth

control is that adequate, or should you require abstaining from sexual

intercourse while working on the project?) What about immunocompromised

persons?

The idea of requiring immunity for anyone to work on the project is less

discriminatory, but do you have enough alternative research projects for

these people to work on?  Will you require immunity from the infectious

organism for every infectious disease research project conducted at your

institution?

 ----------

From: Robin Newberry

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject: Re: Toxoplasma dilemma

Date: Friday, May 29, 1998 8:58AM

>I think Lou Ann and Judy are on the money here.  We don't dare try to

>regulate anyone out of a lab, especially in this hotbed of rampant

>liberalism (San Francisco).

Did I miss something? Who suggested banning anyone? You simply state

that a

condition for work on X project is immunity from X. Employees - whether

male or female, whether in the prime of their reproductive years or not

-

who did not have immunity would simply work on projects not requiring

it.

In the case of Toxoplasma, there is a written recommendation from the

governmental agency charged with overseeing infectious diseases that

females of childbearing age should not be allowed to work in the same

lab

where these materials are handled. If we ignore this safety precaution

for

the sake of political correctness, we will gravely hurt ourselves the

next

time a researcher, or the administration, seeks "accommodation." If we

ignore written recommendations for one project, we will be expected to

for

others.

A less attractive alternative would be to allow females of childbearing

age

to work with the Toxoplasma, but bump the BL level up a notch to a 3.

This

does not overcome the fact that we would be going against a written

recommendation, but it would indicate recognition of the nature of the

hazard to females of childbearing age, and show the regulators some

effort

on the institution's part to protect the employees.

Robin

W. Robert Newberry, IV CIH, CHMM

Director, Environmental Health and Safety

Clmson University

wnewber@clemson.edu  ehs@clemson.edu

http://ehs.clemson.edu/
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>

>The 1998 Frontline Healthcare Worker Safety Conference is the 4th in a

>series of National programs dedicated to sharing information, concerns and

>new protective starategies and technologies in the prevention of

>occupationally-acquired bloodborne diseases in diverse healthcare settings.

>This year the program has been expanded to consider the barriers to

>prevention in developing Nations and strategies and technologies for use in

>these settings.  The Frontline conference is sponsored by the Frontline

>Healthcare Workers Safety Foundation in association with the NIH, CDC, OSHA,

>FDA, NIOSH and the Pan American Health Organization and will be held in

>Washinton, DC, August 10-11, 1998.  Special Speakers include Dr. David

>Satcher, Surgeon General of the United States, The Honorable C. Everett

>Koop, and The Honorable Alexis Herman, Secretary of Labor (invited).  A

>Preliminary Schedule for the Frontline Conference is included below for your

>convenience.

>

>For registration, travel and accomodation information call, fax, or e-mail:

>

>Deborah E. Wilson, DrPH

>Scientific Program Chair

>National Institutes of Health

>tele: 301 496-2960

>fax:  301 402-0313

>e-mail dew@helix.nih.gov

>

>       or

>Jennifer Elin Cole

>Frontline Healthcare Workers Safety Foundation

>tele: 770 399-3039

>fax:  770 396-8731

>e-mail: HCWorker@aol.com

>

>

>  1998 Frontline Healthcare Workers Conference:

>            "Working Together in the Environment of Care"

>

>Sunday August 9, 1998

>

>5:00-8:00 pm           Registration

>

>

>Monday August 10, 1998

>

>7:00 am-4:00 pm        Registration

>

>Session I

>8:00 am        Opening

>               Murray L. Cohen, Ph.D., MPH, CIH

>               Chairman, 1998 Frontline Healthcare Worker Conference

>

>               Welcome and Brief History of the Frontline Conferences

>               The Honorable C. Everett Koop, M.D.

>

>8:30-9:00 am           Introductions

>                       Deborah E. Wilson, DrPH

>                       Frontline Scientific Program Chair

>                       National Institutes of Health

>

>                       Keynote Addresses-Working Together to Protect Our

>Nation's Caregivers

>                       David Satcher, M.D., Ph. D., Surgeon General of the

>United States and Assistant Secretary for Health

>

>                       The Honorable Alexis Herman, Secretary of Labor

>(invited)

>

>Session II             Science and Technology for Protecting Healthcare

>Workers

>                       Moderator:  Debra L. Hunt, Dr.PH, Duke

>University Medical Center

>

>9:00-10:30 am  Transmission of Bloodborne Pathogens to Healthcare

>Workers--What is the Risk Today?

>                Moderator: Linda A. Chiarello, RN, MS, CIC

>

>               Speakers:  Julie Gerberding, M.D.   Centers for Disease

>Control and Prevention

>

>                           Denise Cardo, M.D.   Centers for Disease Control

>and Prevention

>

>                          Eve Cuny, R.D.A., C.D.A   Chairman, OSAP Research

>Foundation

>

>10:30-11:00 am Break

>

>11:00-11:45 am Devices and Technology Update: News from the FDA

>                       Patricia Cricenti, General Medical Devices, FDA

>

>

>11:45am-12:30 pm       A New Approach for Accident Analysis

>                       Richard I. Cook, M.D.

>                       Department of Anesthesia and Critical Care Medicine

>                       University of Chicago

>

>12:30 - 1:30 pm        Lunch

>

>1:45-2:30 pm           Primary Prevention-Vaccination of Healthcare Workers

>                       Sherrilyn Wainwright, DVM, MPH, National

>Immunization Program, CDC

>

>Session III            Policy and Economics for Protecting Healthcare

>Workers

>                       Murray L. Cohen, PH.D, MPH, CIH

>

>2:30-3:00 pm           JCAHO and OSHA: Working Together in the Environment of Care

>                       Elise Handelman, R.N., M.Ed., COHN-S Director,

>Occupational Health Nursing, OSHA-National Office

>

>3:00-3:30 pm           Break

>

>3:30-5:00 pm           Protecting Healthcare Workers:  Are We Doing All We

>Can?

>                        Moderator: Gina Puglise, Etna Communications

>

>This panel will present various points of view for accomplishing healthcare

>worker safety in an increasingly complicated healthcare                environment.

>Today's complex healthcare systems are under intense   pressure to deliver

>top quality services in an environment of cost         consciousness. Healthcare

>worker safety requires identification of device        specific sharp-object

>injuries, introduction of safe and effective   technologies, and post-market

>surveillance to assure continuous quality improvement. Perspectives will

>include frontline healthcare workers,  hospital management, safety

>technology manufacturers, and health plan      management.

>

>5:00-7:30 pm           Reception/Exhibits Open

>

>Tuesday August 11, 1998

>

>Session IV

>8:00-9:00 am           Frontline Breakfast Break-Outs

>

>                       *       Update on Latex Allergies

>                               Moderator:  Lee Petsonk, M.D.

>                               Division of Respiratory Diseases, NIOSH

>

>                       *       Global Issues in Healthcare Worker Safety

>                               Moderators:  Jose Cruz, Sc. D

>                               Pan American Health Organization

>                                            And

>                               Janine Jagger, Ph.D, MPH

>                               University of Virginia

>

>                       *       Medical Waste Technologies

>                               Moderator:  Theodore J. Traum, P.E.

>                               Federal Occupational Health

>

>                       *       Legal Issues and Liability

>                               Moderator: Patricia Tereskerz, J.D., Ph.D.

>                               University of Virginia

>

>                       *       National Patient Safety Foundation of the

>AMA

>                               Moderator: Elenor M. Vogt, RPh, Ph. D.

>

>Session V

>9:15-10:45 am  Frontline Workshops I: Barriers and Solutions

>

>                       *       Post-Exposure Prophylaxis

>                               Moderator: Linda Chiarello, RN, MS, CIC

>

>                       *       Emergency and Out of Hospital Care

>                               Moderator: Katherine West, RN, MS, CIC

>

>                       *       Dental Safety

>                               Moderator: Eve Cuny, RDA,CDA, Chairman OSAP

>Research Foundation

>

>                                Jennifer L. Cleveland, DDS, MPH   Centers

>for Disease Control and Prevention

>

>                                Helene Bednarsh, B.S., RDH, MPH   Director,

>HIV Dental Ombudsperson Program, Boston

>Public Health Commission

>

>                               Kathy J. Eklund, RDH, MPH

>Clinical Associate Professor, Forsyth School

>for Dental Hygiene

>

>                                Brian G. Shearer, DDS

>                               Director, Information and Policy Council on

>Scientific Affairs, American Dental

>Association

>

>                       *       FDA Device Regulations

>                               Moderator: Patricia Cricenti, FDA

>Session VI

>

>10:45 am-1:30 pm       EXHIBITS   (Lunch will be served in the Exhibit Hall

>12:00-12:30)

>

>Session VII

>1:30-2:45 pm           Frontline Workshops II: Barriers and Solutions

>

>                       *       Exposures: What's Causing Them?

>                               Moderator: Scott Deitchman, M.D., NIOSH

>

>                       *       Introducing and Evaluating New Devices

>                               Moderator: June Fisher, Ph. D, Stanford

>University

>

>                       *       Inventions and Patents

>                               Moderator: Donald Grant Kelly, U.S. Patent

>and Trademark Office

>

>                       *       Insurance/Workers Compensation

>                               Moderator: Murray L Cohen, Ph.D., MPH, CIH

>2:45-3:45 pm           Exhibits open/ Break

>

>Session VIII

>3:45-5:15 pm           Workshop Reports

>

>5:15-6:30 pm           Conference Summary & Challenges for the Future

>

>

>

>

>

>Deborah E. Wilson, DrPH

>Chief, Occupational Safety and Health Branch

>Division of Safety

>National Institutes of Health

>Bethesda, MD 20892

>Telephone:  301 496-2960

>Facsimile:  301 402-0313

>E-mail:  dew@helix.nih.gov

>

>

Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

Biosafty List Owner

rfink@mit.edu
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>I don't think that allowing females to work with Toxoplasma after they

>have been well informed of all of the risks and appropriate precautions

>to take is accommodation any more than allowing researchers to conduct

>research on anything else that is hazardous (radioactivity, other

>infectious agents for which there is no vaccine, teratogenic chemicals).

The BMBL does not say "adequately trained and protected females may work

with Toxoplasma"; but rather gives us the recommendation you quoted. So we

have a written recommendation from the CDC and NIH - if we ignore it for

convenience sake, how is this not accommodation?

Most of the time - as with rubella - we don't have specific

recommendations. That allows us to decide for ourselves what is necessary

to protect our employees. In this case, you're right; the recommendation is

overkill, the employees could be adequately protected, and work safely with

the organism.

But...

If we disagree with a written recommendation and choose to ignore it, we'd

better have very, very good, quantifiable, defensible reasons. Otherwise,

how will we be able to us *any* of the BMBL to set safety standards at our

institutions, if we choose to ignore part of it? And how would you defend

your decision in court when the lawyer quotes the BMBL at you?

Robin

W. Robert Newberry, IV CIH, CHMM

Director, Environmental Health and Safety

Clmson University

wnewber@clemson.edu  ehs@clemson.edu

http://ehs.clemson.edu/
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I'm curious to know if anyone is experiencing problems with on/off switches

on their BSCs.  In the past couple months, we have had seven switches go

bad in cabinets between three and four years of age.  It seems the problem

is only occuring in Baker's SG-600 cabinets.

We encourage our researchers to leave BSCs running at all times, so I don't

think the problem is over use of the switch.  I am presently discussing my

concerns with Baker, but would still like to hear any comments about

similar problems.

Thanks in advance,

Scott Alderman

Duke University

Biological Safety
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I'm don't agree that we are choosing to ignore the recommendation by

allowing informed employees to choose.  As long as the lawyer quotes the

BMBL accurately, I don't think there is a problem.  This may be totally

wrong from a legal standpoint, however - I am definitely not a legal

expert.

It seems that the broader issue what we are really discussing here is

how to balance legal liability issues with logical scientifically based

risk assessments.  It is frustrating when you have to actually make the

choice for a specific case, because liability and logic often contradict

each other.  My fear is that someday we will not be able to allow any

research on anything hazardous because of "potential liability".

Julie A. Johnson, Biosafety Officer

Environmental Health and Safety

118 Agronomy Lab

Iowa State University

Ames, IA  50011

phone:  515-294-7657,    fax:  515-294-9357,     e-mail:

jajohns@iastate.edu     http://www.ehs.iastate.edu

 ----------

From: Robin Newberry

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject: Re: Toxoplasma dilemma

Date: Friday, May 29, 1998 11:20AM

>I don't think that allowing females to work with Toxoplasma after they

>have been well informed of all of the risks and appropriate precautions

>to take is accommodation any more than allowing researchers to conduct

>research on anything else that is hazardous (radioactivity, other

>infectious agents for which there is no vaccine, teratogenic

chemicals).

The BMBL does not say "adequately trained and protected females may work

with Toxoplasma"; but rather gives us the recommendation you quoted. So

we

have a written recommendation from the CDC and NIH - if we ignore it for

convenience sake, how is this not accommodation?

Most of the time - as with rubella - we don't have specific

recommendations. That allows us to decide for ourselves what is

necessary

to protect our employees. In this case, you're right; the recommendation

is

overkill, the employees could be adequately protected, and work safely

with

the organism.

But...

If we disagree with a written recommendation and choose to ignore it,

we'd

better have very, very good, quantifiable, defensible reasons.

Otherwise,

how will we be able to us *any* of the BMBL to set safety standards at

our

institutions, if we choose to ignore part of it? And how would you

defend

your decision in court when the lawyer quotes the BMBL at you?

Robin

W. Robert Newberry, IV CIH, CHMM

Director, Environmental Health and Safety

Clmson University

wnewber@clemson.edu  ehs@clemson.edu

http://ehs.clemson.edu/

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 29 May 1998 11:58:57 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Edwin Jackson <Edwin_Jackson@BYU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Toxoplasma dilemma

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

The Johnson Controls case that most people are referencing in talking =

about, safety issues and discrimination against women, was a case based on =

lead toxicity.  Lead is toxic to both men and women and is a reproductive =

hazard for both men and women.  In addition Johnson did not seem to make =

any real attempt to offer equal job opportunities to those denied jobs =

around lead.

Some people have used the NRC as an example of allowing equal treatment.  =

But the allowable dose for a pregnant woman and any other worker is not =

the same.  It is essentially one tenth of the allowable dose for other =

workers.  This is a rule that specifically targets women.

If I were a lawyer for a woman whose fetus was damaged by toxoplasma, =

these are the questions that I would ask the Biosafety Officer.

Lawyer:  Mr Jackson, I would like you to answer the following questions =

with a yes or no.

Did you know that TG is a serious reproductive hazard?

=20

Answer: Yes

Did you know or were you aware that the CDC recommenced that women of =

childbearing age who were not immune to TG should not be exposed?

Answer: Yes

Did you test Ms. X for immunity to TG?

Answer: Yes

Was she immune?

Answer: No

Is the CDC a well recognized authority on prevention of infectious =

disease?

Answer Yes but ...

Please answer the question yes or no

Answer Yes

Did you follow the recommendation of the CDC in this case

Answer No

Would the damage to the fetus have happened if you had followed the =

recommendation of the CDC

Answers No

Is it not true that the damage to this baby was a direct result of your =

deliberat decision not to follow this recommendation?

.....

Your attorney will then get up and try to mitigate the damage, he will ask =

if you informed the person of the risk involved.  Next the plaintiffs =

lawyer will get up and ask who is the most competent person in the =

institution to make decisions about biosafety and who in fact makes those =

decision and who is responsible for those decisions.   My guess is that =

you are going to loose this case. =20

My own opinion is that we should not assume that someone else will take =

over our responsibility because we gave them some information.   We should =

make decisions based on the best professional judgement that we have.  And =

we should not assume that some court has precluded any appropriate option. =

=20

An old emergency responder once told me that I had better be able to =

explain my  decision to myself before I decided on a course of action.  If =

my decision is based on "the devil made me do it" then I probably deserve =

what I get.  Others around me may not deserve the damage caused by my =

decision.

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 29 May 1998 17:38:09 -0400

Reply-To:     dliberma@erols.com

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         dan liberman <dliberma@EROLS.COM>

Subject:      Re: Toxoplasma dilemma

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

I have been following this discussion and frankly I am beginning to

become somewhat concerned with the premise that the only way to protect

someone who is potentially at risk is to prevent them from working with

certain "at-risk" material or in certain "at-risk" environments.

What do you do when you have a person who is of "child bearing age" who

wants to work with this organism? Do such people exist? Huh? I would

hazard a guess that somehwere there is a student, Post Doc, principal

investigator, physician, clinical researcher, etc. who are interested in

working with this organism. Do you have them sign a waiver? Does that

protect you and your institution? I DON'T THINK SO!!!

What about all the known chemical and biological reproductive hazards

out there which put women and/or men at risk.

Let's get together and ban men and women from working with drug

resistant TB or  Hepatits C or HIV because they could get exposed and

die. Let's ban work with abrin or ricin (dangerous proteolytic toxins)

or Herpes B virus because workers could get exposed and die. Lets not

have men or women working in the development of new generations of semi

conductors because toxic gases like arsine, silene, and phosphine are

used and if they are exposed they could die.

All of these can result in death of the worker and death as far as I

know is a pretty significant reproductive hazard.

Could some one please advise me what we should use to define the period

of time that corresponds to "child bearing age". Do we really want to

ban women between the ages 18-45 from working with anything that could

be classified as an embryotoxin or teratogen because CDC has made a

recommendation!  Why don't we say that there is no place in laboratory

or manufacturing environments for premenoposal women or men who are not

sterile?

Perhaps ABSA should contact CDC to have the intent of this

recommendation clarified before we discuss banning people from work

against their will and thus, establish a very dangerous precedent in

personnel protection.

If you cannot protect a "women of child bearing age" or someone who is

immunocompromized from exposure to hazardous organisms or chemicals

through personnel protective equipment, practices, procedures,

vaccination, engineering controls etc, then perhaps no one, male or

female should be allowed to work with "it".

Finally, I hope I am wrong but this discussion has all the markings of a

"right to life" discussion which has no place in this list serv.

Dan Liberman
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As the occupational health expert backing up my excellent biosafety

specialist, Judy Pointer, I agree that our emphasis should be on standard

operating procedures which make the risk of exposure as low as possible,

and thorough education of workers.  We haven't encountered an occupational

health risk at our hospital which necessitated exclusion of women of

childbearing age.

I also have a highly personal perspective on this issue.  I adopted my

little boy at age three days, and discovered at age one month that he had

severe congenital toxoplasmosis.  He is almost eight now, with severe

developmental delays and legal blindness from his retinal lesions.  This is

a devastating illness for a child.  Women should be fully informed of risks

to the fetus, and be permitted alternative work assignments.
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Does anyone have any information (or suggestions as to where to go to

get the information) as to the frequency of accidents-leaking, broken

test tubes-when shipping blood/infectious substances via carriers such

as UPS/FEDEX?

Thanks in advance for your help.
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It is update time for our biosafety/BBP training.  I am looking for a source

to provide the most up-to-date statistics on laboratory-acquired infections,

including--but not limited to--bloodborne pathogens.  Any help from the

group would be well appreciated!  Thanks--

Sarah Wolz

EH&S Manager

PathoGenesis Corp.

swolz@pathogenesis.com

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 1 Jun 1998 16:33:48 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Joseph H. Coggin Jr." <jcoggin@JAGUAR1.USOUTHAL.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Hep B statistics

In-Reply-To:  <399BFF6F8157D111934800805FFE7235450361@SEATTLE-NT-03>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

See K. M. Johnson "Why DO Containment" In: J Richmond (ed) Rational Basis

for Biocontainment Proceedings. 5th National Symposium US Dept H.&HS CDC

&Prev. American Biological Safety Assoc. pp25-30, 1998 for some modern

data blended with old data;

Joe Coggin
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Had one go bad in a 600 we leave on constantly.  Switch was cooked so bad it

disintegrated.  They need to go with a higher amp rated switch and better

ventilate the speed controller.

Brian Petuch

VTE Laboratory Management

> * WP 28-70

> * (215) 652-4039

Pager: 800-759-8888 pin 1380162

> ----------

> From:         Scott Alderman[SMTP:alder002@MC.DUKE.EDU]

> Sent:         Friday, May 29, 1998 1:43 PM

> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:      BSC Switches

>

> I'm curious to know if anyone is experiencing problems with on/off

> switches

> on their BSCs.  In the past couple months, we have had seven switches go

> bad in cabinets between three and four years of age.  It seems the problem

> is only occuring in Baker's SG-600 cabinets.

>

> We encourage our researchers to leave BSCs running at all times, so I

> don't

> think the problem is over use of the switch.  I am presently discussing my

> concerns with Baker, but would still like to hear any comments about

> similar problems.

>

>

> Thanks in advance,

>

> Scott Alderman

> Duke University

> Biological Safety

>
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While I like and agree with your position, the previous posters have a very

realistic assesment of what will happen.

I remember a discrimination lawsuit brought by several women of

reproductive age against there employer.  they used a lot of lead.  the

problem was that the better paying jobs were in the area where lead was in

use.  the women were banned from the positions because the employer wished

to protect them from exposure to lead.  Reason Lead is a reproductive

hazard for women.  Anybody working in the area would have lead in the

blood.  The employer had a lead safety program in place.

Guess who won?

Bottom line- the work area has to be made as safe as it can be for all.

The final decisionis the employees.  No one group can be excluded(

discrimination) for reasons of increased risk.

Bob

>>I think Lou Ann and Judy are on the money here.  We don't dare try to

>>regulate anyone out of a lab, especially in this hotbed of rampant

>>liberalism (San Francisco).

>

>Did I miss something? Who suggested banning anyone? You simply state that a

>condition for work on X project is immunity from X. Employees - whether

>male or female, whether in the prime of their reproductive years or not -

>who did not have immunity would simply work on projects not requiring it.

>

>In the case of Toxoplasma, there is a written recommendation from the

>governmental agency charged with overseeing infectious diseases that

>females of childbearing age should not be allowed to work in the same lab

>where these materials are handled. If we ignore this safety precaution for

>the sake of political correctness, we will gravely hurt ourselves the next

>time a researcher, or the administration, seeks "accommodation." If we

>ignore written recommendations for one project, we will be expected to for

>others.

>

>A less attractive alternative would be to allow females of childbearing age

>to work with the Toxoplasma, but bump the BL level up a notch to a 3. This

>does not overcome the fact that we would be going against a written

>recommendation, but it would indicate recognition of the nature of the

>hazard to females of childbearing age, and show the regulators some effort

>on the institution's part to protect the employees.

>

>

>Robin

>

>W. Robert Newberry, IV CIH, CHMM

>Director, Environmental Health and Safety

>Clmson University

>

>wnewber@clemson.edu  ehs@clemson.edu

>http://ehs.clemson.edu/

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety
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We have a lab here at UVM where they work with Toxoplasma and another lab

where they work with Listeria organisms.  Women of childbearing age work in

both labs.  The PI working with Tox has stated that he will find other work

for anybody in the lab that becomes pregnant and has had baseline medical

monitoring for the techs (I'm no longer sure of the specifics).

In the Listeria lab, a worker did become pregnant.  The discussion around

that situation was very much like the discussion carried out on this list.

There was talk about the legality of allowing her to work with the organism

and about the legality of restricting her from working with it.  in the

end, she was temporarily reassigned and (as far as I know) everyone was

comfortable with the arrangement.

We also have women of child bearing age working with retinoic acid.  The

general idea is that if a woman working with these agents gets pregnant,

she will stop working with them.  My biggest concern with this policy

(while it has worked so far) is during the beginning of the pregnancy, when

they don't yet know they are pregnant.

No answers here, just more thoughts.

Francis

"Convictions are more dangerous enemies of truth than lies." -- Nietzsche

Francis Churchill, IHIT

University of Vermont - Environmental Safety Facility

655D Spear Street, Burlington, VT  05405-3010

(802) 656-5405

fchurchi@zoo.uvm.edu
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I'm preparing for a safety review of an environmental microbiology lab

(evaluation of water and air samples) and am wondering if anyone had

developed a web page or paper reference describing the concerns involved. I

have a list of procedures conducted, but they don't indicate what sorts of

chemicals, etc. are used. Obviously, there are a wide range of biological

agents involved, which will be focus of the review.

Thanks for any clues.

- Ralph

Ralph Stuart

Environmental Safety Manager

University of Vermont

655 Spear St., PO Box 50570

Burlington, VT   05405

rstuart@esf.uvm.edu

fax: (802)656-5407

Owner: SAFETY list (general discussion of environmental health and safety)

           LEPC list   (planning for hazardous materials emergencies)

           LAB-XL list (performance oriented enviromental regulation of

laboratories)
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Ralph,

Evalution of air and water samples is not as easy as you think. ACGIH has

be seriously critized over the last 10 years in setting standards or

airborne thresholds. I don't want to spend alot of time discussing it on

the net but I would like to refer you to page 11 of the ACGIH 1997 TLV and

BEI booklet. This section talks about Biological Derived Airborne

Contaminants.

In regards to water sampling, I beleive you are talking about potable

water. Evaluation of water samples can also be confusing. The regulations

for potable water resulted from the passage of the Safe Drinking Water Act.

This act required EPA to developed Maximum Contaminant Levels (MCL) for

specific water contaminants. These MCLs are defined in 40 CFR 141 (National

Primary Drinking Water Regulations). Most States has adopted these

regulations and others have modified these regulations to be more

stringent. As a result, you need to check what MCL values and water

contaminants are required to be monitored in your specific part of the

country.

If you are referring to Hazardous Waste or Waste Water analysis, then you

need to also check out specific EPA and State Regulations pertaining to

specific analytes. If it will be an commercial lab, you need to also check

out what licenses are required to operate such a lab in your state and

city. Also don't forget the federal and state QC requirements for your

programs.

In closing, I would like to ask you, "Why do it if you don't have to??"

Both monitoring programs are expensive and demanding. Water sampling

information can be easily obtain from your water purveyor. They are

required by law to send each of its customers, an annual water report

(check your monthly  bills). If you are using your own underground Wells,

then you may not have a choice. In regards to IAQ bioaerosol sampling, you

better talk to someone who is knowledgeable or someone who's got alots of

money because it can be expensive. Call me if you need more information.

I'm in the ABSA Directory.

Al Jin, IH, BSO

Hazards Control Department

Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory

>I'm preparing for a safety review of an environmental microbiology lab

>(evaluation of water and air samples) and am wondering if anyone had

>developed a web page or paper reference describing the concerns involved. I

>have a list of procedures conducted, but they don't indicate what sorts of

>chemicals, etc. are used. Obviously, there are a wide range of biological

>agents involved, which will be focus of the review.

>

>Thanks for any clues.

>

>- Ralph

>

>Ralph Stuart

>Environmental Safety Manager

>University of Vermont

>655 Spear St., PO Box 50570

>Burlington, VT   05405

>

>rstuart@esf.uvm.edu

>fax: (802)656-5407

>

>Owner: SAFETY list (general discussion of environmental health and safety)

>           LEPC list   (planning for hazardous materials emergencies)

>           LAB-XL list (performance oriented enviromental regulation of

>laboratories)
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Hi Ralph, as Al says, IAQ is difficult.

We do IAQ for indoor microbs at UT MDA but only for BL1 type contaminants

that could be growing in air ducts, such as Fusarium, Aspergillus and

general bacterial counts.  We compare the total numbers to the outside air

and chart the results to note any trends that may indicate colonization in

the ducts.  We use multistage samplers and culture the agar plates in our

environmental lab.  This is an expensive and time consuming project.

In micro labs all the work with organisms is contained inside of BSCs.  As

long as these cabinets are in good working order and certified annually

(and the staff are trained to use them properly) there should not be any

escape of pathogens into the ambient air in the lab.  In addition secondary

barriers (negative air pressure) is maintained at the closed lab door.

Also all labs have a minimum of 6 fresh air changes per hour, and with BSCs

in the rooms the fresh + filtered ACH often goes as high as 30 ACH,

depending on the lab size and the number and type of BSCs.  We maintain

chilled air handlers for potential Legionella by regular maintenance and

cleaning.

Water for lab use is a deionized & distilled in-house supply that then

passes through milliQue filtration equipment in the labs, prior to use for

experiments.  Drinking water (potable - supplied by the city) from chilled

fountains located only in the lab corridors have a charcoal filter in the

base.  The charcoal filters are changed every 6 mos.  The potable water is

held in surge tanks prior to use and is checked routinely by our in-house

staff for total available Cl of 1 ppm.  On a regular schedule (not certain

how often) the surge tanks are drained, pressure washed, Cl shocked at 200

ppm, then refilled at 1 ppm Cl and tested b/f putting back on line.  In

addition we contract out to a Water Quality testing company to come in

monthly and do spot checks from potable water sources throughout the

institute for total available Cl and coliforms.

If you are a small institute and have only a few micro labs, I suggest you

control your ambient air quality by fresh and filtered air supply design

and air containment (directional flow from clean to dirty areas),  Check

this stuff with smoke tubes and anemometers on some regular bases.  Set up

a routine maintenance schedule for all air handling equipment.  Confine

microbial work to containment cabinets and monitor for good lab practices,

and good hygiene (low dust accumulation) and forget about bioaerosol

monitoring.  As far as water is concerned, restrict drinking water to only

well maintained water fountains or bottled water located outside of

laboratories.

Judy Pointer, MS, CBSP

UT MD Anderson Cancer Center

jpointer@mdanderson.org

"Alfred L. 'Al' Jin" <e442242@POPEYE.LLNL.GOV> on 06/08/98 11:13:32 AM

Please respond to A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

cc:    (bcc: Judy M. Pointer/MDACC)

Subject:  Re: LabSafety: Environmental Microbiology lab audits

Ralph,

Evalution of air and water samples is not as easy as you think. ACGIH has

be seriously critized over the last 10 years in setting standards or

airborne thresholds. I don't want to spend alot of time discussing it on

the net but I would like to refer you to page 11 of the ACGIH 1997 TLV and

BEI booklet. This section talks about Biological Derived Airborne

Contaminants.

In regards to water sampling, I beleive you are talking about potable

water. Evaluation of water samples can also be confusing. The regulations

for potable water resulted from the passage of the Safe Drinking Water Act.

This act required EPA to developed Maximum Contaminant Levels (MCL) for

specific water contaminants. These MCLs are defined in 40 CFR 141 (National

Primary Drinking Water Regulations). Most States has adopted these

regulations and others have modified these regulations to be more

stringent. As a result, you need to check what MCL values and water

contaminants are required to be monitored in your specific part of the

country.

If you are referring to Hazardous Waste or Waste Water analysis, then you

need to also check out specific EPA and State Regulations pertaining to

specific analytes. If it will be an commercial lab, you need to also check

out what licenses are required to operate such a lab in your state and

city. Also don't forget the federal and state QC requirements for your

programs.

In closing, I would like to ask you, "Why do it if you don't have to??"

Both monitoring programs are expensive and demanding. Water sampling

information can be easily obtain from your water purveyor. They are

required by law to send each of its customers, an annual water report

(check your monthly  bills). If you are using your own underground Wells,

then you may not have a choice. In regards to IAQ bioaerosol sampling, you

better talk to someone who is knowledgeable or someone who's got alots of

money because it can be expensive. Call me if you need more information.

I'm in the ABSA Directory.

Al Jin, IH, BSO

Hazards Control Department

Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory

>I'm preparing for a safety review of an environmental microbiology lab

>(evaluation of water and air samples) and am wondering if anyone had

>developed a web page or paper reference describing the concerns involved.

I

>have a list of procedures conducted, but they don't indicate what sorts of

>chemicals, etc. are used. Obviously, there are a wide range of biological

>agents involved, which will be focus of the review.

>

>Thanks for any clues.

>

>- Ralph

>

>Ralph Stuart

>Environmental Safety Manager

>University of Vermont

>655 Spear St., PO Box 50570

>Burlington, VT   05405

>

>rstuart@esf.uvm.edu

>fax: (802)656-5407

>

>Owner: SAFETY list (general discussion of environmental health and safety)

>           LEPC list   (planning for hazardous materials emergencies)

>           LAB-XL list (performance oriented enviromental regulation of

>laboratories)
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You wrote:

****EDITED****

>

>In closing, I would like to ask you, "Why do it if you don't have to??"

>Both monitoring programs are expensive and demanding. Water sampling

>information can be easily obtain from your water purveyor. They are

>required by law to send each of its customers, an annual water report

>(check your monthly  bills). If you are using your own underground Wells,

>then you may not have a choice. In regards to IAQ bioaerosol sampling, you

>better talk to someone who is knowledgeable or someone who's got alots of

>money because it can be expensive. Call me if you need more information.

>I'm in the ABSA Directory.

>

>

>Al Jin, IH, BSO

>Hazards Control Department

>Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory

>

>

>

***Ralph's Request******>

>

>>I'm preparing for a safety review of an environmental microbiology lab

>>(evaluation of water and air samples) and am wondering if anyone had

>>developed a web page or paper reference describing the concerns involved. I

>>have a list of procedures conducted, but they don't indicate what sorts of

>>chemicals, etc. are used. Obviously, there are a wide range of biological

>>agents involved, which will be focus of the review.

>>

>>Thanks for any clues.

>>

>>- Ralph

>>

>>Ralph Stuart

>>Environmental Safety Manager

>>University of Vermont

>>655 Spear St., PO Box 50570

>>Burlington, VT   05405

>>

>>rstuart@esf.uvm.edu

>>fax: (802)656-5407

>>

>>Owner: SAFETY list (general discussion of environmental health and safety)

>>           LEPC list   (planning for hazardous materials emergencies)

>>           LAB-XL list (performance oriented enviromental regulation of

>>laboratories)

*****A thought*****

It is my understanding that any entity operating a water system is required

to certify that their system is free of contaminants.  The local water

authority does so.  However, we must also certify our system as being free

of contaminant(Lead, Nitrates & Nitrites).  If we fail to do so and a

problem surfaces, we are the only ones who don't know.

When we first started doing this we did find problmes within our system

that have since been corrected.

Bob

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety
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Does anyone have a contact name and  address / tel number for the

European Biosafety Association? I think it is someone in Franfurt

Germany? Thanks

------------------------------------------------------------------

Gillian Norton

Biosafety Officer

The University of Western Ontario

Occupational Health and Safety

Somerville House, Rm 2345

Phone: (519)661-2036

FAX:   (519)661-3420

-------------------------------------------------------------------
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Try Halil Gultekin at 0049-6122-582424; he's our ABSA Chapter/Affiliate

contact.

> -----Original Message-----

> From: Gill Norton [SMTP:gmnorton@JULIAN.UWO.CA]

> Sent: Tuesday, June 09, 1998 8:16 AM

> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:      european biosafety association

>

> Does anyone have a contact name and  address / tel number for the

> European Biosafety Association? I think it is someone in Franfurt

> Germany? Thanks

>

> ------------------------------------------------------------------

> Gillian Norton

> Biosafety Officer

> The University of Western Ontario

> Occupational Health and Safety

> Somerville House, Rm 2345

> Phone: (519)661-2036

> FAX:   (519)661-3420

> -------------------------------------------------------------------
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Organization: University of Western Ontario

Subject:      European Biosafety association
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Does anyone know a contact name and address for the European Biosafety

Association? I think it is in Frankfurt Germany? Thanks.

------------------------------------------------------------------

Gillian Norton

Biosafety Officer

The University of Western Ontario

Occupational Health and Safety

Somerville House, Rm 2345

Phone: (519)661-2036

FAX:   (519)661-3420

-------------------------------------------------------------------
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Bob,

The Law  requires water purveyors to provide its customers with clean

potable water. As a result, they monitor throughout their distribution

system for specific contaminants. This is also true for anyone who (1)

supplies water (ie. Undergound well water) to their own employees and,

(2) exceed a specific number of users (i.e. 500 employees). If it is

yes on both accounts, you may be considered a non-transient,

non-community water system and be required to get a water permit.

If you can avoid being permitted, try very hard because it can be a

pain. I agree with you that its best to keep on top of things but

monitor from a distance as advisors. If you are required to manage the

program then you need to devote some serious time into the program to

make it work because everyone looks to the BSO for answers especially

when things go wrong.

Since there may not be any legal requirement to monitor, people perform

routine <underline>voluntary</underline> site specific water sampling

for contaminants such as lead, copper, trihalomethanes, total

coliforms, and heterotropic plate counts.  Other test such nitrate,

nitrites, radioactivity, VOC, and SOC are performed one in a given

cycle (ie, every 4 years or more).

Thanks for your thoughful comment.

AJin, BSO, IH

Lawrence Livermore National Lab

>You wrote:

>

>****EDITED****

>>

>>In closing, I would like to ask you, "Why do it if you don't have

to??"

>>Both monitoring programs are expensive and demanding. Water sampling

>>information can be easily obtain from your water purveyor. They are

>>required by law to send each of its customers, an annual water

report

>>(check your monthly  bills). If you are using your own underground

Wells,

>>then you may not have a choice. In regards to IAQ bioaerosol

sampling, you

>>better talk to someone who is knowledgeable or someone who's got

alots of

>>money because it can be expensive. Call me if you need more

information.

>>I'm in the ABSA Directory.

>>

>>

>>Al Jin, IH, BSO

>>Hazards Control Department

>>Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory

>>

>>

>>

>***Ralph's Request******>

>>

>>>I'm preparing for a safety review of an environmental microbiology

lab

>>>(evaluation of water and air samples) and am wondering if anyone

had

>>>developed a web page or paper reference describing the concerns

involved. I

>>>have a list of procedures conducted, but they don't indicate what

sorts of

>>>chemicals, etc. are used. Obviously, there are a wide range of

biological

>>>agents involved, which will be focus of the review.

>>>

>>>Thanks for any clues.

>>>

>>>- Ralph

>>>

>>>Ralph Stuart

>>>Environmental Safety Manager

>>>University of Vermont

>>>655 Spear St., PO Box 50570

>>>Burlington, VT   05405

>>>

>>>rstuart@esf.uvm.edu

>>>fax: (802)656-5407

>>>

>>>Owner: SAFETY list (general discussion of environmental health and

safety)

>>>           LEPC list   (planning for hazardous materials

emergencies)

>>>           LAB-XL list (performance oriented enviromental regulation

of

>>>laboratories)

>

>*****A thought*****

>

>

>It is my understanding that any entity operating a water system is

required

>to certify that their system is free of contaminants.  The local

water

>authority does so.  However, we must also certify our system as being

free

>of contaminant(Lead, Nitrates & Nitrites).  If we fail to do so and a

>problem surfaces, we are the only ones who don't know.

>

>When we first started doing this we did find problmes within our

system

>that have since been corrected.

>

>Bob

>

>

>                 ________________________________________________

>__           / _______________________________________________

>_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7

Environmental Safety

>   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

>     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational

&

>       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member

Environmental Safety
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Hi Gillian,

Gill Norton wrote:

> Does anyone have a contact name and  address / tel number for the

> European Biosafety Association? I think it is someone in Franfurt

> Germany? Thanks

Try

Halil Gultekin

Abbott GmbH

Diagnostika

Max Planck Ring 2

D-65205 Wiesbaden Delkenheim

Tel: 06122/501-324 Fax: 06122/501-473

or

D.J. Cocker

Kardinaal Mercierlei, 38

B-2600 Berchem-Antwerp (Belgium)

     +32 3 281 31 88

     +32 3 281 32 68

     dcocker@net4all.be

You can find their homepage at

http://biosafety.ihe.be/EBSA/HomeEBSA.html

Roland

--

Roland Leitner

Laboratory Safety Officer

University Safety Services

220-4612 fax:284-1332

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 9 Jun 1998 13:02:12 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>
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Subject:      Re: LabSafety: Environmental Microbiology lab audits
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I may be out of line here, but it appears Ralph is asking for guidelines on

reviewing the safety procedures of an environmental micro. lab, NOT on

establishing an environmental monitoring program. The basic water

microbiology procedures should be in Standard Methods for Water and

Wastewater Analysis. My recollection is that chemical hazards primarily are

due to acids, bases and various indicator solutions containing tungstate or

other toxic chemicals. The basic microbiology hazards are potential for

exposure to opportunistic pathogens--E. coli, Salmonella, Legionella,

various viruses (polio used to be a concern). Air samples would include

organisms others have cited (with allergenic spores)--and possibly

Histoplasma and Coccidioides depending on area of the country. The EPA web

site (www.epa.gov) has sections on indoor air quality which may provide more

information.

Michael Betlach

Promega Corp.

mbetlach@promega.com

> -----Original Message-----

> From: Ralph Stuart, University of Vermont [SMTP:rstuart@ESF.UVM.EDU]

> Sent: Monday, June 08, 1998 8:17 AM

> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:      LabSafety: Environmental Microbiology lab audits

>

> I'm preparing for a safety review of an environmental microbiology lab

> (evaluation of water and air samples) and am wondering if anyone had

> developed a web page or paper reference describing the concerns involved.

> I

> have a list of procedures conducted, but they don't indicate what sorts of

> chemicals, etc. are used. Obviously, there are a wide range of biological

> agents involved, which will be focus of the review.

>

> Thanks for any clues.

>

> - Ralph

>

> Ralph Stuart

> Environmental Safety Manager

> University of Vermont

> 655 Spear St., PO Box 50570

> Burlington, VT   05405

>

> rstuart@esf.uvm.edu

> fax: (802)656-5407

>

> Owner: SAFETY list (general discussion of environmental health and safety)

>            LEPC list   (planning for hazardous materials emergencies)

>            LAB-XL list (performance oriented enviromental regulation of

> laboratories)
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The web site for the European Biosafety Association can be found at:

http://biosafety.ihe.be/EBSA/HomeEBSA.html/

When I checked a few minutes ago, the site had a series of broken links.

However, This server is located at the Section of Biosafety and

Biotechnology (IPH, Brussels, Belgium).

 The Web master is dbreyer@sbb.ihe.be

Michael Betlach

Promega Corp.

mbetlach@promega.com

> -----Original Message-----

> From: Gill Norton [SMTP:gmnorton@JULIAN.UWO.CA]

> Sent: Tuesday, June 09, 1998 11:38 AM

> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:      European Biosafety association

>

> Does anyone know a contact name and address for the European Biosafety

> Association? I think it is in Frankfurt Germany? Thanks.

> ------------------------------------------------------------------

> Gillian Norton

> Biosafety Officer

> The University of Western Ontario

> Occupational Health and Safety

> Somerville House, Rm 2345

> Phone: (519)661-2036

> FAX:   (519)661-3420

> -------------------------------------------------------------------
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One of our reviewers has raised the question of biocontainment  in the =

laboratory working with vancomycin-resistant strains of Staphylococcus =

aureus. The investigator proposes to work at BSL 2; the reviewer feel =

this is inadequate.  Comments? Thanks!

-Deanna

Deanna S. Robbins, Ph.D.

Dept. of Veterans Affairs

Office of Research and Development

10 N. Greene Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21201

PHONE: 410.605.7000 ext. 6485   FAX: 410.605.7906
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Staph aureus is still Staph aureus no matter what it's resistance.  It

is a BL-2 agent.  It is of particular risk to immunologically

incompetent people, but not so much to "normal healthy" adults.  If the

researcher can't be trusted to work safely at BL-2 with the resistant

organism, he or she probably shouldn't be working with any BL-2 agent.

My opinion, for what it is worth, is that we must remember that the

biosafety levels were defined as a combination of lab practice and

facility design to minimize the potential for lab acquired infection in

healthy personnel when working with specific agents.  That having been

said, we must insist on personnel understanding and following

appropriate laboratory practice.  If we start to increase containment

levels just because we have some concern over whether or not someone

will follow the procedures, we will set bad precedent.  We should never

forget that the some of the best engineering containment can be easily

overcome by bad practice.
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Does anyone have a contact name and  address / tel number for the

European Biosafety Association? I think it is someone in Franfurt

Germany? Thanks

------------------------------------------------------------------

Gillian Norton

Biosafety Officer

The University of Western Ontario

Occupational Health and Safety

Somerville House, Rm 2345

Phone: (519)661-2036

FAX:   (519)661-3420

-------------------------------------------------------------------

The president is Dr Willie De Greef

Applied Life Science Strategies

Zwijnaarde

Belgium

Stuart Thompson

Health & Safety Services

University of Manchester
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BgAAAB4AATABAAAAHgAAACdBIEJpb3NhZmV0eSBEaXNjdXNzaW9uIExpc3QnAAAAAgELMAEAAAAd

AAAAU01UUDpCSU9TQUZUWUBNSVRWTUEuTUlULkVEVQAAAAADAAA5AAAAAAsAQDoBAAAAHgD2XwEA
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QuoXAAAeAB4MAQAAAAUAAABTTVRQAAAAAB4AHwwBAAAAGgAAAFN0dWFydC5UaG9tcHNvbkBtYW4u
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AAAAAwCAEP////9AAAcwcJ4scjuUvQFAAAgwcJ4scjuUvQELAACACCAGAAAAAADAAAAAAAAARgAA

AAADhQAAAAAAAAMAAoAIIAYAAAAAAMAAAAAAAABGAAAAABCFAAAAAAAAAwAFgAggBgAAAAAAwAAA
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hQAAAAAAAAMAMIAIIAYAAAAAAMAAAAAAAABGAAAAABGFAAAAAAAAAwAygAggBgAAAAAAwAAAAAAA
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AAAAADiFAAABAAAAAQAAAAAAAAAeAD0AAQAAAAUAAABSRTogAAAAAAMADTT9NwAAIR4=
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I looked into the issue of antibiotic-resistant Class 2 agents for one of

our researchers. He is planning to introduce antibiotic-resistance genes

into a human pathogen for use in genetic work, which put it under the NIH

guidelines.

According to Tom Shih at RAC, unless (1) you are introducing resistance to a

first tier antibiotic AND (2) the organism does not naturally acquire

resistance, RAC will not review your protocol. Instead, the local IBC will

do that. He also said that RAC routinely disapproves projects that meet the

two conditions above.

These seem to me to be the obvious questions to ask. If vancomycin is a

first tier antibiotic, then consider making the conditions more stringent.

If vancomycin resistance in rare or unreported in the wild, then definitely

make the conditions more stringent. However, note that BSL-3 is for

organisms that are transmitted as aerosols, so just because the

vancomycin-resistant strains of Staphylococcus aureus are more pathogenic is

not a reason to go to full BSL-3.

I would consider adding the security and hygiene parts of BSL-3 and ignoring

the air flow and engineering parts. I recommend to our faculty who work with

what I think are likely lethal Class 2 organisms (HIV, malaria) that they

code stocks and keep freezers locked, as per the Antiterrorism Act.

Andrew F. Cockburn, PhD

Director of Biological Safety

West Virginia University

Box 9004

Morgantown, WV 26506-9004

Phone 304-293-7157

FAX   304-293-8611

email acockbur@wvu.edu
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>Staph aureus is still Staph aureus no matter what it's resistance.  It

>is a BL-2 agent.  It is of particular risk to immunologically

>incompetent people, but not so much to "normal healthy" adults.

It might be worthwhile to look beyond the common approach. Staph aureus

might be Staph aureus today, but  from a systematic bacteriological  point

of view it can change tomorrow. The problem with the BL-2 statement is that

it is sometimes taken as a cookbook "so be it" approach. If one goes beyond

that, one will discover that Staph aureus was classified as a Risk Group 2

agent based on the severity of the disease and the ability of efficient

treatment. However, especially the latter point has drawn considerable

attention with the rise of vancomycin-resistant strains. The potential for

a microorganism being potentially untreatable should give rise to a closer

look on how it is worked with in the laboratory, rather than the "standard

BL2 so be it" approach. Flexibility is an asset and concerns of people

working with a certain agent are to be taken into consideration. There are

circumstances when the increase in containment is the only practical

solution for protecting people. One just have to look at E.coli O157 being

reclassified in England and the EU from RG2 to RG3 because of laboratory

related infections.

Hope this helps in the discussion. :-)

Stefan Wagener

(stefan@msu.edu)
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Don Callihan@BDX

06/10/98 08:52 AM

Since this organism is an emerging pathogen, I recommend extreme caution in

its handling.  Although safely handled using BSL2 procedures and practices,

it should NEVER be manipulated outside a BSC and rigorous decontamination

methods should be followed.  I also recommend the use of disposable

wraparound lab gown rather than a lab coat.

The reasons for extraordinary precautions is that this organism represents

considerable public health risk, especially in seriously ill patients.

There are very few antimicrobials that will have activitiy against this

organism if it becomes firmly entrenched in the general population.  This

organism may easily colonize the skin or nares of lab workers and thus be

carried to the community.

I will forward this message to Fred Tenover, Ph.D. of the CDC Hospital

Infections Branch who has considerable experience working with this

organism and will ask him to comment.  I strongly suggest that any lab

planning to work with this organism perform a comprehensive risk assessment

based on the containment conditions available at the institution and

implement a rigorous plan for containing this and any other emerging

antibiotic-resistant pathogens.

Don Callihan

===========================

Donald R. Callihan, Ph.D., D(ABMM)

Senior Clinical Microbiologist and

     Biosafety Officer

Becton Dickinson MSC-982

P.O. Box 999

Sparks, MD 21152-0999

Phone: 410.773.6684

Fax: 410.773.6446

e-mail: Don_Callihan@ms.bd.com
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qqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqq
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--0__=Kc4r9PFcUIb43WhOLSFhyJZhI8cH3c2mggcMurn3nGuepU2SYZIyuipe--
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Diane Fleming <Dimerck@AOL.COM>

Subject:      Re: Vancomycin-resistant S. aureus
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Deanna, The rarity of a true vancomycin resistant S. aureus, the bane of

infection control practioners, leads us to want to really control any

potential release into the hospital environment.  In the lab, unless the

protocol involves aerosol generation, I can see no reason to up the secondary

containment from BSL 2+. The organism should be handled in the BSC to control

release, but otherwise the routine BSL 2 precautions are appropriate.  What is

the justification from the reviewer? Diane Fleming
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From:         DOBLHOFF-DIER OTTO <doblhoff@EDV2.BOKU.AC.AT>

Organization: Universitaet fuer Bodenkultur Wien

Subject:      Proceedings Available on-line
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Dear Safety Netters,

The Proceedings of the conference on

A Strengthened Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention * Potential

Implications for Biotechnology from the 28. - 29. May 1998 at the

Institute of Applied Microbiology,Vienna, Austria

are now available for FREE on the internet.

The conference was a real success with industry,

research and administrations folks freely discussing the BTWC

protocol. A series of excellent lectures put the BTWC protocol into

perspective with other international and national legistlation (like

the CDC Select Agents and Toxins Program)

Go to our conference homepage to download the proceedings as

 http://www.boku.ac.at/iam/efb/btwc.htm

Otto Doblhoff-Dier, Inst. Appl. Microbiol, Univ. Agric.,

Nussdorfer Laende 11, A-1190 Vienna, Austria, Europe

Tel: *43-1-36006-6204    Fax:*43-1-3697615

EMAIL: doblhoff@edv2.boku.ac.at

WWW: http://www.boku.ac.at/iam/efb/doblhoff/doblhoff.htm
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From:         "Madeline J. Dalrymple" <Dalrympl@UWYO.EDU>

Subject:      Export Animal Antibodies to Great Britain
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Hi there

        I have talked to state and federal government folks all over the

country but nobody [that is "not out of town"] seems to know how to

properly:

send a sample of animal antibody from the US to Great Britain.

Do any of you?

Specifically:  purified sheep antibody against cow uterine protein.

Thanks -- Madeline

Madeline Dalrymple

Biological Safety Officer, Environmental Health and Safety

University of Wyoming, Laramie, WY 82071

307-766-2723 (fax 307-766-5678)

email:  dalrympl@uwyo.edu

http://safety.uwyo.edu/ehs/
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Subject:      Re: Export Animal Antibodies to Great Britain
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Hi, Madeline -

Packing and shipping must meet any IATA DGR requirements.  Local

permitting agency would be Department of Commerce, the Bureau of Export

Administration (BXA).  I doubt very much that an export permit would be

required but I always call and ask.  Try calling the Export Counseling

Division in Washington D.C. (202-482-3617), or their Western Regional

Office (714-660-0144), or even their Northern California Branch (JoAllyn

Scott at 408-998-7402).

The other hook is whether Great Britain requires that the recipient have

an import permit.  Checking on that and obtaining one, if needed, is the

responsibility of the recipient.  Were the material being shipped from

GB to here, CDC would not require a permit (unless there are human

infectious agents involved) but USDA would (because it's a ovine product

from GB).  USDA has recently reissued their guidelines, combining a

number of previously separate guidelines into one (new #1103), but

livestock products are not included.

Hope this helps.

-- Glenn

> -----Original Message-----

> From: Madeline J. Dalrymple [SMTP:Dalrympl@UWYO.EDU]

> Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 1998 10:58 AM

> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:      Export Animal Antibodies to Great Britain

>

> Hi there

>         I have talked to state and federal government folks all over

> the

> country but nobody [that is "not out of town"] seems to know how to

> properly:

>

> send a sample of animal antibody from the US to Great Britain.

>

> Do any of you?

>

> Specifically:  purified sheep antibody against cow uterine protein.

>

> Thanks -- Madeline

>

> Madeline Dalrymple

> Biological Safety Officer, Environmental Health and Safety

> University of Wyoming, Laramie, WY 82071

> 307-766-2723 (fax 307-766-5678)

> email:  dalrympl@uwyo.edu

> http://safety.uwyo.edu/ehs/
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Subject:      Re: Export Animal Antibodies to Great Britain

In-Reply-To:  <92684B9D01E8D111847E00AA00DD8FA510B64A@telegraph.uwyo.edu>
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From a converstion with our former DOT guy(Note: this is heresay

converstion I cannot verify this),

The stuff you want to ship is not regulated.  what the british regulate is

how you ship it.  If this material must be refrigerated, then it is

probably packed in dry ice.  The shipment of dry ice is strictly controlled

into Britain.  the recieving party must notify the authorities when the

shipment is to arrive.  the recipeint must be there to accept the shipment.

Hope this helps.

Bob

>Hi there

>        I have talked to state and federal government folks all over the

>country but nobody [that is "not out of town"] seems to know how to

>properly:

>

>send a sample of animal antibody from the US to Great Britain.

>

>Do any of you?

>

>Specifically:  purified sheep antibody against cow uterine protein.

>

>Thanks -- Madeline

>

>Madeline Dalrymple

>Biological Safety Officer, Environmental Health and Safety

>University of Wyoming, Laramie, WY 82071

>307-766-2723 (fax 307-766-5678)

>email:  dalrympl@uwyo.edu

>http://safety.uwyo.edu/ehs/

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety
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Organization: USDA-ARS PPRL

Subject:      Re: Export Animal Antibodies to Great Britain
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Madeline wrote:

        I have talked to state and federal government folks all over the

country but nobody [that is "not out of town"] seems to know how to

properly:

send a sample of animal antibody from the US to Great Britain.

Reply:

Contact USDA-APHIS (the web site is http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ ); they'd

be able to give you lots of information.  They also have a fax-back

system that will send you specific instructions on the procedures to

follow.  We've worked with them in the past for shipping samples from

here (USA) to Australia and vice versa.  They would also be able to tell

you what agency (if any) you might need to work with in Great Britain.

Terrie

****

Terrie Wierenga

USDA-ARS Poisonous Plant Research Lab, Logan, Utah

v:  (435) 752-2941    f:  (435) 753-5681

e:  terrie@cc.usu.edu
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From:         Diane Fleming <Dimerck@AOL.COM>

Subject:      Re: Vancomycin-resistant S. aureus
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Deanna, The rarity of a true vancomycin resistant S. aureus, the bane of

infection control practioners, leads us to want to really control any

potential release into the hospital environment. It would mean a nosocomial

agent for which we would have no antibiotic treatment. In the lab, unless the

protocol involves aerosol generation, I can see no reason to raise the

containment from BSL 2+. The organism should be handled in the BSC to control

release, but otherwise the routine BSL 2 precautions are appropriate.  What is

the justification from the reviewer? Diane Fleming
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Sonya Watson <s.watson@QUT.EDU.AU>

Subject:      Air Quality

MIME-version: 1.0
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Dear Biosafety members,

I have just had an enquiry regarding the existence of microbial air quality

standards for workplaces.  Does anyone know whether there is such a group

of standards (in particular in Australia, but all other information will be

gratefully received)?

Thank you in advance,

Sonya

Sonya Watson

Risk Assessment Co-ordinator

School of Natural Resource Sciences

Queensland University of Technology

AUSTRALIA

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 11 Jun 1998 15:00:04 -1000

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Peter Le Blanc Smith <PMLBS@AAHL.DAH.CSIRO.AU>

Subject:      Air quality standards (Australia)

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

A quick search of Standards Australia OnLine revealed the following. I hope

they are useful. The internet address is http://www.standards.com.au/. You

can order the Standards on-line.

AS 1668.2-1991

The use of mechanical ventilation and

air-conditioning in buildings - Mechanical ventilation for

acceptable indoor-air quality

AS 1668.2 Supp 1-1991

The use of mechanical ventilation and

air-conditioning in buildings - Mechanical ventilation for

acceptable indoor-air quality - Commentary (Supplement to AS 1668.2-1991)

AS 2251-1979

Laminar airflow enclosures for protecting hospital

patients (incorporating Amdt 1)

AS 2923-1987

Ambient air - Guide for measurement of horizontal

wind for air quality applications

AS/NZS 3666.1:1995

Air-handling and water systems of buildings -

Microbial control - Design, installation and

commissioning

AS/NZS 3666.2:1995

Air-handling and water systems of buildings -

Microbial control - Operation and maintenance

DR 97513 CP

Air-handling and water systems of buildings -

Microbial control - Part 3: Performance-based

maintenance of cooling water systems

SAA/SNZ HB32:1995

Control of microbial growth in air-handling and

water systems of buildings

Peter  Le Blanc Smith.

Biocontainment Microbiologist.

CSIRO

Australian Animal Health Laboratory       Tel:  (03)  5227 5451

Private Mail Bag 24                                     Int: +61 3 5227

5451

Geelong Vic 3220                                        Fax: (03)  5227

5555

Australia                                                       Int: +61

3 5227 5555

E-mail address. Peter.Le.Blanc.Smith@dah.csiro.au

http://www.ah.csiro.au

-----Original Message-----

        From:   Sonya Watson [SMTP:s.watson@QUT.EDU.AU]

        Sent:   Thursday, 11 June 1998 12:56

        To:     peter.le.blanc.smith@dah.csiro.au

        Subject:        Air Quality

Dear Biosafety members,

I have just had an enquiry regarding the existence of microbial

air quality

standards for workplaces.  Does anyone know whether there is

such a group

of standards (in particular in Australia, but all other

information will be

gratefully received)?

Thank you in advance,

Sonya

Sonya Watson

Risk Assessment Co-ordinator

School of Natural Resource Sciences

Queensland University of Technology

AUSTRALIA

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

Peter  Le Blanc Smith.

Biocontainment Microbiologist

Australian Animal Health Laboratory             Ph:  (03)  5227 5451

Private Mail Bag 24                             Int: +61 3 5227 5451

Geelong Vic 3220                                Fax: (03)  5227 5555

Australia                                       Int: +61 3 5227 5555

E-mail address.         Peter.Le.Blanc.Smith@dah.csiro.au

http://www.ah.csiro.au

-----------------------------------------------------------------------
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Stuart Thompson <Stuart.Thompson@MAN.AC.UK>

Subject:      Re: Export Animal Antibodies to Great Britain
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Hi there

        I have talked to state and federal government folks all over the

country but nobody [that is "not out of town"] seems to know how to

properly:

send a sample of animal antibody from the US to Great Britain.

Do any of you?

Madeline Dalrymple

The World Health Organisation, Geneva, published the following booklet =

in 1997:

Guidelines for the Safe Transport of Infectious Substances and =

Diagnostic Specimens (Ref WHO/EMC/97.3)

There are several companies that specialise in transportation of =

dangerous goods, including biological materials.

They will handle all the paperwork for you. For example:

Dangerous Goods International (UK) Ltd phone (+) 44-181 759 0985, fax =

(+) 44-181 759 0986

PDP Air Couriers phone (+) 44 1784-420466, fax (+) 44 1784-246619

I don't know the numbers for their US offices but they probably have =

them.

You will probably find that major international courier services have =

specialists who can advise on such shipments. Try DHL, Securicor or =

Federal Express.

Dr Stuart Thompson

Health & Safety Services

University of Manchester

England

------ =_NextPart_000_01BD9512.6B3690D0

Content-Type: application/ms-tnef

Content-Transfer-Encoding: base64

eJ8+IjkHAQaQCAAEAAAAAAABAAEAAQeQBgAIAAAA5AQAAAAAAADoAAEIgAcAGAAAAElQTS5NaWNy

b3NvZnQgTWFpbC5Ob3RlADEIAQ2ABAACAAAAAgACAAEEkAYA0AEAAAEAAAAQAAAAAwAAMAIAAAAL

AA8OAAAAAAIB/w8BAAAAUQAAAAAAAACBKx+kvqMQGZ1uAN0BD1QCAAAAAEEgQmlvc2FmZXR5IERp

c2N1c3Npb24gTGlzdABTTVRQAEJJT1NBRlRZQE1JVFZNQS5NSVQuRURVAAAAAB4AAjABAAAABQAA

AFNNVFAAAAAAHgADMAEAAAAYAAAAQklPU0FGVFlATUlUVk1BLk1JVC5FRFUAAwAVDAEAAAADAP4P

BgAAAB4AATABAAAAHgAAACdBIEJpb3NhZmV0eSBEaXNjdXNzaW9uIExpc3QnAAAAAgELMAEAAAAd

AAAAU01UUDpCSU9TQUZUWUBNSVRWTUEuTUlULkVEVQAAAAADAAA5AAAAAAsAQDoBAAAAHgD2XwEA

AAAcAAAAQSBCaW9zYWZldHkgRGlzY3Vzc2lvbiBMaXN0AAIB918BAAAAUQAAAAAAAACBKx+kvqMQ

GZ1uAN0BD1QCAAAAAEEgQmlvc2FmZXR5IERpc2N1c3Npb24gTGlzdABTTVRQAEJJT1NBRlRZQE1J

VFZNQS5NSVQuRURVAAAAAAMA/V8BAAAAAwD/XwAAAAACAfYPAQAAAAQAAAAAAAAC8V4BBIABAC4A

AABSRTogRXhwb3J0IEFuaW1hbCBBbnRpYm9kaWVzIHRvIEdyZWF0IEJyaXRhaW4ABhABBYADAA4A

AADOBwYACwAIABgAOAAEAEIBASCAAwAOAAAAzgcGAAsACAAPAA8ABAAQAQEJgAEAIQAAADMxOTYw

M0Q2NjFGQ0QxMTE4ODhBMDBBMEM5NDJFQTE3AAEHAQOQBgA0BwAAIQAAAAsAAgABAAAACwAjAAAA

AAADACYAAAAAAAsAKQAAAAAAAwAuAAAAAAADADYAAAAAAEAAOQBQe8gICpW9AR4AcAABAAAALgAA

AFJFOiBFeHBvcnQgQW5pbWFsIEFudGlib2RpZXMgdG8gR3JlYXQgQnJpdGFpbgAAAAIBcQABAAAA

FgAAAAG9lQoIi9YDljP8YRHRiIoAoMlC6hcAAB4AHgwBAAAABQAAAFNNVFAAAAAAHgAfDAEAAAAa

AAAAU3R1YXJ0LlRob21wc29uQG1hbi5hYy51awAAAAMABhBUoWfnAwAHEHcDAAAeAAgQAQAAAGUA

AABISVRIRVJFSUhBVkVUQUxLRURUT1NUQVRFQU5ERkVERVJBTEdPVkVSTk1FTlRGT0xLU0FMTE9W

RVJUSEVDT1VOVFJZQlVUTk9CT0RZVEhBVElTIk5PVE9VVE9GVE9XTiJTRUVNAAAAAAIBCRABAAAA

+QMAAPUDAABtBQAATFpGdfy2eOJ3AAoBAwH3IAKkA+MCAGOCaArAc2V0MCAHE00CgH0KgAjIIDsJ

bzLMNTUCgAqBdWMAUAsDMGxpMzYBQAtgbmewMTAzMwqgA2B0BZACdAKxIEhpIHRoLQSQZQqiCoAg

FgVJINkPgHZlFUAHQGsJgBVA2G8gcwGQFKAgAHAXQI5mCYAEkAdAIGdvFsDfBKAHgAIwGCAG8GsE

IAdAXwMgGMIVQhWkBaB1AjBykHkgYnUFQG5vBuBaZBtAWxVQF7AgBAAgXiIboAVACGAc0WYXUXfY

biJdF4AJ4G0EIBdh9msboAfgaB6BF2AVpBRx4nAEkGx5OhWkFaQPsOUYAWEXgGFtC1AW0B0xzwBw

B3AYgQBwdGkbwwNS2RVCIFUF8BdhRwlwHEGuQgUQAZALgC4gCkQXcFcAcBtAHTF5CGA/IApN1mEB

ABOAbhbQRAdAGzB7IVIgBWMAQRR1AUAVs1RVIzFXBbBsF0BII+Bs4RVQIE9yZyHRITAiYI0CICwj

sAnwZXZhK4D8cHUCYAQAFWAXQSMxGWGPCQAD8BQAG1Bvb2shcEMcUQOgMTk5Nx/7R/x1aSckBCAC

EBozBgEYMGwgVBhwAIBwCREdIknubhgwFMArUHUGQSwwF5GsbmMHkRfyRAcwZxug2ReQaWMGAB+g

YwdxBjEMKFIBECngSE8vRYhNQy8ucC4zKSAK/ymxCXAX4DaxD7AY0RiBBaD/IVAh0QeRHCMxIDQh

B0AEAL8W0C4hGyAxBSszHSJkE/FvBJAyIhiwBHBzK4ALgGPdCkBkLWMrUAkAZzPQGIH3AMAUoAci

cySVKbEbQAPw/xnRD4AYACFxGcIjIgqwH6EadwWwazADJgEuIEZ5BbFleCFDH/snkDq2Rzc7QjGh

PRFuKzMYgShVoEspIEx0F0BwHrAJJ2EoK0RANDQtMQA4MSA3NTkgMIg5ODUrgGZheET/RUYANhWk

UERQD/BpnwXACFUEIESqLkA3OEVQYjQB0DQ2NkY6SfQyr0qBLlAgChaAZAIgJwVA8x5jIyJudQbQ

SPIwFUhx+yNhHTBmM9AHkRtiFVEbQL0UcWIBoB/QFpUVYG0km/5ZCGA+NFBnT3AYARwjAMB+agWx

C4BDWhrhCIIdwXKudk+DFqM4l3QEIHcesL83kAORJxBWADkROjFzEvB/KqAscAUgGRI9cDDRG0BE

7EhMK4AGYGMIcQWiBbHyRhhFRXgUcAeQPXYlBfEFwFN0dQrABUApsDexrnMCIBWkKlUmMIN0G0D3

BmFWAxWkVQMAGNEAkF8Bfx0xJwAywBVgF5AEkBWkRf8UABPhCzAokClBFIUVsxBxAgBjwAAAAAMA

EBAAAAAAAwAREAAAAAADAIAQ/////0AABzDQcDuuCJW9AUAACDDQcDuuCJW9AQsAAIAIIAYAAAAA

AMAAAAAAAABGAAAAAAOFAAAAAAAAAwACgAggBgAAAAAAwAAAAAAAAEYAAAAAEIUAAAAAAAADAAWA

CCAGAAAAAADAAAAAAAAARgAAAABShQAAtw0AAB4AJYAIIAYAAAAAAMAAAAAAAABGAAAAAFSFAAAB

AAAABAAAADguMAADACaACCAGAAAAAADAAAAAAAAARgAAAAABhQAAAAAAAAsAL4AIIAYAAAAAAMAA

AAAAAABGAAAAAA6FAAAAAAAAAwAwgAggBgAAAAAAwAAAAAAAAEYAAAAAEYUAAAAAAAADADKACCAG

AAAAAADAAAAAAAAARgAAAAAYhQAAAAAAAB4AQYAIIAYAAAAAAMAAAAAAAABGAAAAADaFAAABAAAA

AQAAAAAAAAAeAEKACCAGAAAAAADAAAAAAAAARgAAAAA3hQAAAQAAAAEAAAAAAAAAHgBDgAggBgAA

AAAAwAAAAAAAAEYAAAAAOIUAAAEAAAABAAAAAAAAAB4APQABAAAABQAAAFJFOiAAAAAAAwANNP03

AACGrQ==

------ =_NextPart_000_01BD9512.6B3690D0--
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Madeline J. Dalrymple" <Dalrympl@UWYO.EDU>

Subject:      Export Animal Antibodies --The Rest of the Story -- So Far....

MIME-version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain

Thanks all

        Here are the specifics in this mystery story of finding information

on exporting a sample of purified animal antibody to England.  By the way I

am looking for forms and approval procedure more than shipping info altho I

GREATLY appreciate ALL information you-all shared.  It is all useful.

        With a number of calls I had found out is that *APHIS Animal

Products* folks should be the ones with the answer but my local APHIS

Veterinary Services area office could not find antibodies in the data base.

So I was referred to the British consulate in San Francisco who apparently

had no idea what I was talking about and sent me back to the US Commerce

Department who said they do manufactured products and to talk to the state

area APHIS offices who had sent me to the British Consulate in the first

place!  So I called my area office back and got the NYC Consulate phone

number which no one answers -- must not be correct.  So I called Colorado

Veterinary Services area office hoping that with so many universities they

had some experience at this, and was told that the person who knows the

answer is out of town!

        I am skeptical that the only person in the United States who knows

the answer to my question is out of town!

        So that is why I sent my message to you all.

        I am resisting calling Great Britain but may have to that.

        Meanwhile I will review your responses to my question and see if

there is a number I haven't called yet.

        Thanks again

        Madeline

        PS, It is kinda fun investigating this question.

> -----Original Message-----

> > From: Madeline J. Dalrymple [SMTP:Dalrympl@UWYO.EDU]

> > Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 1998 10:58 AM

> > To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> > Subject:      Export Animal Antibodies to Great Britain

> >

> > Hi there

> >         I have talked to state and federal government folks all over

> > the

> > country but nobody [that is "not out of town"] seems to know how to

> > properly:

> >

> > send a sample of animal antibody from the US to Great Britain.

> >

> > Do any of you?

> >

> > Specifically:  purified sheep antibody against cow uterine protein.

> >

> > Thanks -- Madeline

> >

> > Madeline Dalrymple

> > Biological Safety Officer, Environmental Health and Safety

> > University of Wyoming, Laramie, WY 82071

> > 307-766-2723 (fax 307-766-5678)

> > email:  dalrympl@uwyo.edu

> > http://safety.uwyo.edu/ehs/

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 11 Jun 1998 11:23:06 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Gill Norton <gmnorton@JULIAN.UWO.CA>

Organization: University of Western Ontario

Subject:      Re: Export Animal Antibodies --The Rest of the Story -- So Far....

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Madeline, I have been reading all the correspondance about sending the

antibodies which I assume are classed as non-hazardous biological

specimens here. My advice to you is to get the person in the UK who will

receive the package  and who is responsible for transportation and

import permits at that end to contact the UK authorities and get all the

information about what you need to do here. I see this as their

responsibility. Your liability is only to get the stuff to the airport

and out of the US its theirs to get it into the UK and to the place

where it is to be used. Gillian

Madeline J. Dalrymple wrote:

>

> Thanks all

>         Here are the specifics in this mystery story of finding information

> on exporting a sample of purified animal antibody to England.  By the way I

> am looking for forms and approval procedure more than shipping info altho I

> GREATLY appreciate ALL information you-all shared.  It is all useful.

>         With a number of calls I had found out is that *APHIS Animal

> Products* folks should be the ones with the answer but my local APHIS

> Veterinary Services area office could not find antibodies in the data base.

> So I was referred to the British consulate in San Francisco who apparently

> had no idea what I was talking about and sent me back to the US Commerce

> Department who said they do manufactured products and to talk to the state

> area APHIS offices who had sent me to the British Consulate in the first

> place!  So I called my area office back and got the NYC Consulate phone

> number which no one answers -- must not be correct.  So I called Colorado

> Veterinary Services area office hoping that with so many universities they

> had some experience at this, and was told that the person who knows the

> answer is out of town!

>         I am skeptical that the only person in the United States who knows

> the answer to my question is out of town!

>         So that is why I sent my message to you all.

>         I am resisting calling Great Britain but may have to that.

>         Meanwhile I will review your responses to my question and see if

> there is a number I haven't called yet.

>         Thanks again

>         Madeline

>         PS, It is kinda fun investigating this question.

>

> > -----Original Message-----

> > > From: Madeline J. Dalrymple [SMTP:Dalrympl@UWYO.EDU]

> > > Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 1998 10:58 AM

> > > To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> > > Subject:      Export Animal Antibodies to Great Britain

> > >

> > > Hi there

> > >         I have talked to state and federal government folks all over

> > > the

> > > country but nobody [that is "not out of town"] seems to know how to

> > > properly:

> > >

> > > send a sample of animal antibody from the US to Great Britain.

> > >

> > > Do any of you?

> > >

> > > Specifically:  purified sheep antibody against cow uterine protein.

> > >

> > > Thanks -- Madeline

> > >

> > > Madeline Dalrymple

> > > Biological Safety Officer, Environmental Health and Safety

> > > University of Wyoming, Laramie, WY 82071

> > > 307-766-2723 (fax 307-766-5678)

> > > email:  dalrympl@uwyo.edu

> > > http://safety.uwyo.edu/ehs/

> >

--

------------------------------------------------------------------

Gillian Norton

Biosafety Officer

The University of Western Ontario

Occupational Health and Safety

Somerville House, Rm 2345

Phone: (519)661-2036

FAX:   (519)661-3420

-------------------------------------------------------------------

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 11 Jun 1998 16:28:31 +0100

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Stuart Thompson <Stuart.Thompson@MAN.AC.UK>

Subject:      Re: Export Animal Antibodies --The Rest of the Story -- So Far....
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        I am resisting calling Great Britain but may have to that.

You should do just that. The information I sent you came from a conference

session on shipping biological nasties that was held in London in late 1997.

Stuart Thompson

University of Manchester

------ =_NextPart_000_01BD9555.FC967700

Content-Type: application/ms-tnef

Content-Transfer-Encoding: base64

eJ8+IiUPAQaQCAAEAAAAAAABAAEAAQeQBgAIAAAA5AQAAAAAAADoAAEIgAcAGAAAAElQTS5NaWNy

b3NvZnQgTWFpbC5Ob3RlADEIAQ2ABAACAAAAAgACAAEEkAYA0AEAAAEAAAAQAAAAAwAAMAIAAAAL

AA8OAAAAAAIB/w8BAAAAUQAAAAAAAACBKx+kvqMQGZ1uAN0BD1QCAAAAAEEgQmlvc2FmZXR5IERp

c2N1c3Npb24gTGlzdABTTVRQAEJJT1NBRlRZQE1JVFZNQS5NSVQuRURVAAAAAB4AAjABAAAABQAA

AFNNVFAAAAAAHgADMAEAAAAYAAAAQklPU0FGVFlATUlUVk1BLk1JVC5FRFUAAwAVDAEAAAADAP4P

BgAAAB4AATABAAAAHgAAACdBIEJpb3NhZmV0eSBEaXNjdXNzaW9uIExpc3QnAAAAAgELMAEAAAAd

AAAAU01UUDpCSU9TQUZUWUBNSVRWTUEuTUlULkVEVQAAAAADAAA5AAAAAAsAQDoBAAAAHgD2XwEA

AAAcAAAAQSBCaW9zYWZldHkgRGlzY3Vzc2lvbiBMaXN0AAIB918BAAAAUQAAAAAAAACBKx+kvqMQ

GZ1uAN0BD1QCAAAAAEEgQmlvc2FmZXR5IERpc2N1c3Npb24gTGlzdABTTVRQAEJJT1NBRlRZQE1J

VFZNQS5NSVQuRURVAAAAAAMA/V8BAAAAAwD/XwAAAAACAfYPAQAAAAQAAAAAAAAC8V4BBIABAEMA

AABSRTogRXhwb3J0IEFuaW1hbCBBbnRpYm9kaWVzIC0tVGhlIFJlc3Qgb2YgdGhlIFN0b3J5IC0t

IFNvIEZhci4uLi4ARBUBBYADAA4AAADOBwYACwAQABwAHwAEADUBASCAAwAOAAAAzgcGAAsAEAAa

AB8ABAAzAQEJgAEAIQAAADhDOTYwM0Q2NjFGQ0QxMTE4ODhBMDBBMEM5NDJFQTE3ABgHAQOQBgDA

BAAAIQAAAAsAAgABAAAACwAjAAAAAAADACYAAAAAAAsAKQAAAAAAAwAuAAAAAAADADYAAAAAAEAA

OQAQrz6XTZW9AR4AcAABAAAAQwAAAFJFOiBFeHBvcnQgQW5pbWFsIEFudGlib2RpZXMgLS1UaGUg

UmVzdCBvZiB0aGUgU3RvcnkgLS0gU28gRmFyLi4uLgAAAgFxAAEAAAAWAAAAAb2VTZcG1gOWjfxh

EdGIigCgyULqFwAAHgAeDAEAAAAFAAAAU01UUAAAAAAeAB8MAQAAABoAAABTdHVhcnQuVGhvbXBz

b25AbWFuLmFjLnVrAAAAAwAGEPrC+lQDAAcQzgAAAB4ACBABAAAAZQAAAElBTVJFU0lTVElOR0NB

TExJTkdHUkVBVEJSSVRBSU5CVVRNQVlIQVZFVE9USEFUWU9VU0hPVUxERE9KVVNUVEhBVFRIRUlO

Rk9STUFUSU9OSVNFTlRZT1VDQU1FRlJPTUFDT04AAAAAAgEJEAEAAABzAQAAbwEAAL0BAABMWkZ1

NVT/pXcACgEDAfcgAqQD4wIAY4JoCsBzZXQwIAcTTQKAfQqACMggOwlvMsw1NQKACoF1YwBQCwMw

bGkzNgFAC2BuZ7AxMDMzCqADYHQFkAp0ArEgFRZJIGFtJiAJcACQc3QLgGcgrmMHQBOAFmFHCXBh

BUCOQgUQAZALgCBidQVACQDAeSAPgHZlIHTmbxiwD4B0LgjQAEEUdS8BQAqxCoQKgFkIYCBzQmgI

YGxkIGQY0GrGdRYwGOQgVGgYoAuA/QIQcgDAFkACIBWRD7ACMNwgeRrhFpAHgCADUhWwmxaAAiBm

BJAJ8GNlGhS/D7AEEB0iHTEbEAUgcBZSJmIdIAkAZ2kWkSBuzmEWMQeRGPIgdyHQGGD2ZRtRF8FM

AiAbgAOgF8GDC2AUoCAxOTk3GTDxGilTdHUKwAVAHGADcOxwcwIgGhRVAwAYkA+g8xeQGFBvZgXQ

AHAPcAeQLRSgchoUEHEAKMAAAwAQEAAAAAADABEQAAAAAAMAgBD/////QAAHMDAXx09Nlb0BQAAI

MDAXx09Nlb0BCwAAgAggBgAAAAAAwAAAAAAAAEYAAAAAA4UAAAAAAAADAAKACCAGAAAAAADAAAAA

AAAARgAAAAAQhQAAAAAAAAMABYAIIAYAAAAAAMAAAAAAAABGAAAAAFKFAAC3DQAAHgAlgAggBgAA

AAAAwAAAAAAAAEYAAAAAVIUAAAEAAAAEAAAAOC4wAAMAJoAIIAYAAAAAAMAAAAAAAABGAAAAAAGF

AAAAAAAACwAvgAggBgAAAAAAwAAAAAAAAEYAAAAADoUAAAAAAAADADCACCAGAAAAAADAAAAAAAAA

RgAAAAARhQAAAAAAAAMAMoAIIAYAAAAAAMAAAAAAAABGAAAAABiFAAAAAAAAHgBBgAggBgAAAAAA

wAAAAAAAAEYAAAAANoUAAAEAAAABAAAAAAAAAB4AQoAIIAYAAAAAAMAAAAAAAABGAAAAADeFAAAB

AAAAAQAAAAAAAAAeAEOACCAGAAAAAADAAAAAAAAARgAAAAA4hQAAAQAAAAEAAAAAAAAAHgA9AAEA

AAAFAAAAUkU6IAAAAAADAA00/TcAANPr

------ =_NextPart_000_01BD9555.FC967700--
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Art Rutledge <saftpak@COMPUSMART.AB.CA>

Subject:      Re: Export Animal Antibodies --The Rest of the Story -- So Far....
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------ =_NextPart_000_01BD9523.EE8DB420

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
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The problem here is one of terminology, the word antibody is meaningless =

to the regulators in this instance, and is insufficient to classify your =

shipment.  You will have 2 major concerns in your shipment

 1- is it infectious ( definition found in ICAO/IATA or 49 cfr) NOT what =

you learned in school. see http://www.saftpak.com/cfr49.htm

2-  Is it restricted for some other reason. . . Genetically modified =

organism, human origin, animal origin ( all of these will be a different =

agency inthe TARGET country). The advice to consult those in GB is valid =

however be prepared to talk to a lot of uninformed people, ask for the =

section and paragraph in the regulations when told "such and such is the =

regulations". Just be glad it is not Germany you are sending to as =

anything of human origin is classified as infectious, then there is the =

Swiss......

------ =_NextPart_000_01BD9523.EE8DB420

Content-Type: application/ms-tnef

Content-Transfer-Encoding: base64

eJ8+IhMQAQaQCAAEAAAAAAABAAEAAQeQBgAIAAAA5AQAAAAAAADoAAEIgAcAGAAAAElQTS5NaWNy

b3NvZnQgTWFpbC5Ob3RlADEIAQ2ABAACAAAAAgACAAEEkAYAOAEAAAEAAAAMAAAAAwAAMAIAAAAL

AA8OAAAAAAIB/w8BAAAAUQAAAAAAAACBKx+kvqMQGZ1uAN0BD1QCAAAAAEEgQmlvc2FmZXR5IERp

c2N1c3Npb24gTGlzdABTTVRQAEJJT1NBRlRZQE1JVFZNQS5NSVQuRURVAAAAAB4AAjABAAAABQAA

AFNNVFAAAAAAHgADMAEAAAAYAAAAQklPU0FGVFlATUlUVk1BLk1JVC5FRFUAAwAVDAEAAAADAP4P

BgAAAB4AATABAAAAHgAAACdBIEJpb3NhZmV0eSBEaXNjdXNzaW9uIExpc3QnAAAAAgELMAEAAAAd

AAAAU01UUDpCSU9TQUZUWUBNSVRWTUEuTUlULkVEVQAAAAADAAA5AAAAAAsAQDoBAAAAAgH2DwEA

AAAEAAAAAAAAAsU3AQSAAQBDAAAAUkU6IEV4cG9ydCBBbmltYWwgQW50aWJvZGllcyAtLVRoZSBS

ZXN0IG9mIHRoZSBTdG9yeSAtLSBTbyBGYXIuLi4uAEQVAQWAAwAOAAAAzgcGAAsACgAcABkABAAp

AQEggAMADgAAAM4HBgALAAoAEgABAAQABwEBCYABACEAAAAxRUFCMDBDMzA5MDFEMjExODc3MTQ0

NDU1MzU0MDAwMQCrBgEDkAYAAAUAABQAAAALACMAAAAAAAMAJgAAAAAACwApAAEAAAADAC4AAAAA

AAMANgAAAAAAQAA5AEC3//RVlb0BHgBwAAEAAABDAAAAUkU6IEV4cG9ydCBBbmltYWwgQW50aWJv

ZGllcyAtLVRoZSBSZXN0IG9mIHRoZSBTdG9yeSAtLSBTbyBGYXIuLi4uAAACAXEAAQAAABYAAAAB

vZVV9PbDAKsfAQkR0odxREVTVAABAAAeAB4MAQAAAAMAAABNUwAAHgAfDAEAAAAVAAAAV09SS0dS

T1VQL0FSTEVORS9BcnQAAAAAAwAGEHLbc+sDAAcQrAIAAB4ACBABAAAAZQAAAFRIRVBST0JMRU1I

RVJFSVNPTkVPRlRFUk1JTk9MT0dZLFRIRVdPUkRBTlRJQk9EWUlTTUVBTklOR0xFU1NUT1RIRVJF

R1VMQVRPUlNJTlRISVNJTlNUQU5DRSxBTkRJU0lOU1UAAAAAAgEJEAEAAABMAwAASAMAAK4EAABM

WkZ1vfnV2f8ACgEPAhUCpAPkBesCgwBQEwNUAgBjaArAc2V07jIGAAbDAoMyA8YHEwKDujMTDX0K

gAjPCdk7Ff94MjU1AoAKgQ2xC2Bu8GcxMDMUIAsKEvIMARpjAEAgCocZ3TAgVDBoZSBwA2ACYGVt

1iAckBYAIAQAIAIgHKDQb2YgdASQbQuAFYFYZ3ksHiAckXcFsGSSIABwdGkG4GR5HYI3B4AAcAuA

Zx0ABBF0b/Me8xYAZ3ULYCEQEeAdgC8DoB8AHZELgHMBkG5jXmUe4ABwH3AihHUN0GnuYwiQAjAh

AmMLYAQQBpClIAB5CGEgcyJwcAeA4QIwLiAgWQhgHzADELsDIBHAdhygEiAAwGoFsT8FoCMBBKAi

EyVbCoUgMe4tI4MFQAuAZgWQH7AIYPkEICggDbELgCogKrADoA0CEHUjYgOgSUNBT2AvSUFUQR2w

BcA0ljkksANQKQewT1QfMPcRwAVAJVEgHQAKwB3QLBP5BPBobwbwJiAR8BygG18FGsBoAkBwOi8v

dzExkC5zYQGACrBrLlkFoG0vLWEtMC4xIG33L/8cYAqFMinQLFAqAxYA/yLQBRAqkC7RAhAlgQNw

HeF/HwEFwBYAJOACICYgN2JH7wnwEgAkIAdAbCAABGEGkJcIkB9wBbBnIHFzbR7gzGh1A4IFsGln

C4AjMv8HcAdAOgUq8TgxHfMckBHw9SaEYhygYSsQBpAqcBYA6SRhYWcJ8GMgAQIwHJHxLNBSR0Ut

0AWgK/A1kIx5KSYgHIJhZHYkIO8coCSSAiAj4GwkcS9QPDGpIjFHQh2CdgdAaR9weS9Qd2UnAAXA

PLEcwGXvCrEu0SESB0BrIQI84BWQfwVAHgEr8CpRBbAHgB9wcOxlbwtQIyJzQ9A2Eh8CfxHwKpID

oCNSCrE9oEeAcP5oIiQhZyuRBCAt8AnwIQH6bB9wIiPgEbAjQ0njHZH1SD0iJiBKKtAFQDyxILD/

P8AqEwQgHoAFQDfAHlAAcP8lMx+AHWER8CNgIJFD4wQg/03BImFO0R4BObodgiTFONK/TzEqWB7j

SBMdZB8CUwPyzi5UMwqLQfAzNg3wMAxfHMEeMCqQGtYVIQBX0AMAEBAAAAAAAwAREAYAAABAAAcw

wPkWgVSVvQFAAAgwwPkWgVSVvQEeAD0AAQAAAAUAAABSRTogAAAAAAMADTT9NwAAIWQ=

------ =_NextPart_000_01BD9523.EE8DB420--
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Wolz, Sarah" <swolz@PATHOGENESIS.COM>

Subject:      Re: Export Animal Antibodies --The Rest of the Story -- So Far...

              .

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1"

We frequently send materials to and from the US to several other countries,

including Great Britain.  As an example, we send pharmaceutical drug on dry

ice to somewhere in central GB.  The material gets sent as a hazardous

substance, (class 9 for dry ice, only), and the receiver needs to pick the

material up at Heathrow customs.  It won't get delivered door to door,

however, using a standard carrier if it carries a "hazardous" label.  The

shipment must be accompanied by a couple of forms, including one for

customs, that Airborne or whoever your carrier is, can supply you.

Airborne's Hazardous Materials Specialist is John Handy, at 206-281-3204,

and is very helpful.

However, for those more complicated situations, and when we want material

delivered door to door, we've found that using a courier service who

specializes in these types of shipments works well.  We have been using

World Courier for shipping clinical specimens from Turkey and Brazil, and to

do door to door delivery of materials on dry ice in Great Britain.  Numbers

for World Courier are:  1-800-223-4461; Michael Hackett (haz shipping)

x3085.  You'll pay some extra for this service, but it may be worth it for

you.  Good luck!

Sarah Wolz

PathoGenesis Corp.

206-505-6953

swolz@pathogenesis.com

> ----------

> From:         Madeline J. Dalrymple[SMTP:Dalrympl@UWYO.EDU]

> Reply To:     A Biosafety Discussion List

> Sent:         Thursday, June 11, 1998 7:55 AM

> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:      Export Animal Antibodies --The Rest of the Story -- So

> Far....

>

> Thanks all

>         Here are the specifics in this mystery story of finding

> information

> on exporting a sample of purified animal antibody to England.  By the way

> I

> am looking for forms and approval procedure more than shipping info altho

> I

> GREATLY appreciate ALL information you-all shared.  It is all useful.

>         With a number of calls I had found out is that *APHIS Animal

> Products* folks should be the ones with the answer but my local APHIS

> Veterinary Services area office could not find antibodies in the data

> base.

> So I was referred to the British consulate in San Francisco who apparently

> had no idea what I was talking about and sent me back to the US Commerce

> Department who said they do manufactured products and to talk to the state

> area APHIS offices who had sent me to the British Consulate in the first

> place!  So I called my area office back and got the NYC Consulate phone

> number which no one answers -- must not be correct.  So I called Colorado

> Veterinary Services area office hoping that with so many universities they

> had some experience at this, and was told that the person who knows the

> answer is out of town!

>         I am skeptical that the only person in the United States who knows

> the answer to my question is out of town!

>         So that is why I sent my message to you all.

>         I am resisting calling Great Britain but may have to that.

>         Meanwhile I will review your responses to my question and see if

> there is a number I haven't called yet.

>         Thanks again

>         Madeline

>         PS, It is kinda fun investigating this question.

>

> > -----Original Message-----

> > > From: Madeline J. Dalrymple [SMTP:Dalrympl@UWYO.EDU]

> > > Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 1998 10:58 AM

> > > To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> > > Subject:      Export Animal Antibodies to Great Britain

> > >

> > > Hi there

> > >         I have talked to state and federal government folks all over

> > > the

> > > country but nobody [that is "not out of town"] seems to know how to

> > > properly:

> > >

> > > send a sample of animal antibody from the US to Great Britain.

> > >

> > > Do any of you?

> > >

> > > Specifically:  purified sheep antibody against cow uterine protein.

> > >

> > > Thanks -- Madeline

> > >

> > > Madeline Dalrymple

> > > Biological Safety Officer, Environmental Health and Safety

> > > University of Wyoming, Laramie, WY 82071

> > > 307-766-2723 (fax 307-766-5678)

> > > email:  dalrympl@uwyo.edu

> > > http://safety.uwyo.edu/ehs/

> >

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 11 Jun 1998 13:53:31 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Job opening

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

A head hunter sent me this.  If interested REPLY TO:

>Alyssa Mezebish

>Fortune Consultants

>(301) 562-8360

>Fortune@clark.net

>I'm searching for a person to fill a position as Director of

>Environmental Health and Safety

>in a biotech/pharmaceutical company.  I don't know if I am writing to

>the appropriate

>person/facility, but if you can be of help in ANY way with pointing me

>in the right direction

>or giving me some name referrals, it would be greatly appreciated.

>Please call or email so I can give you more info about the company and

>the position.  Thanks so much

>

Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

Biosafty List Owner

rfink@mit.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 11 Jun 1998 14:26:34 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Frank Kaul <fkaul@IDIR.NET>

Subject:      Re: Export Animal Antibodies --The Rest of the Story -- So Far....

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=ISO-8859-1

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

I also recommend contacting World Courier for international shipments of

biologics.

They are very service oriented and really know their stuff.  They are

especially useful

when dealing with intended recipients who don't understand what it takes to

get items in through their own customs.  For dry ice shipments they even

make

sure the dry ice stays topped off.

Frank Kaul

FKaul@idir.net

Manager, EHS

Oread, Inc.

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 15 Jun 1998 10:23:05 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Tim Ryan <tryan@UH.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Air Quality

MIME-version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Suggest you obtain the ACGIH publication entitled "Guidelines for the

Assessment and Control of Bioaerosols in the Environment".  Try

http://www.acgih.org/ for ordering and pricing.

IMO, this is/will be considered the definitive word on this topic for at

least the next several years.  No U.S. federal standards exist.  I heard

Russia had actual numeric limits (e.g., "x" CFU/m(3)), but I've never seen

their standards.

>Dear Biosafety members,

>

>I have just had an enquiry regarding the existence of microbial air quality

>standards for workplaces.  Does anyone know whether there is such a group

>of standards (in particular in Australia, but all other information will be

>gratefully received)?

>

>Thank you in advance,

>Sonya

>Sonya Watson

>Risk Assessment Co-ordinator

>School of Natural Resource Sciences

>Queensland University of Technology

>AUSTRALIA

USPS:  Tim Ryan - CIH, CSP, RBP

       Director - Environmental & Physical Safety Department

       University of Houston System : University of Houston

       EPSD-1852

       University of Houston

       Houston, TX 77204-1852

Voice: (713) 743-5858          FAX:    (713) 743-5859

E-mail: tryan@uh.edu

URL--> http://www.uh.edu/admin/epsd/index.html

___________________________________________________________________

"The difference between the right word and the almost right word is the

difference between lightning and a lightning bug." -- Mark Twain
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Alfred L. 'Al' Jin" <e442242@POPEYE.LLNL.GOV>

Subject:      Re: Air Quality

In-Reply-To:  <01IY9G1L3R5C0003BH@Post-Office.UH.EDU>
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Sonya & Tim,

Please also read the 1997 AGCIH TLV Booklet (page 11) which references the

1989 article listed below. Please note that the 1998 AGCIH TLV Booklet is

now out. I haven't received my copy yet so I can't be sure if the

information has changed but you better be sure and check it out.

A. Jin, IH, BSO

Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory

Livermore, CA

>Suggest you obtain the ACGIH publication entitled "Guidelines for the

>Assessment and Control of Bioaerosols in the Environment".  Try

>http://www.acgih.org/ for ordering and pricing.

>

>IMO, this is/will be considered the definitive word on this topic for at

>least the next several years.  No U.S. federal standards exist.  I heard

>Russia had actual numeric limits (e.g., "x" CFU/m(3)), but I've never seen

>their standards.

>

>>Dear Biosafety members,

>>

>>I have just had an enquiry regarding the existence of microbial air quality

>>standards for workplaces.  Does anyone know whether there is such a group

>>of standards (in particular in Australia, but all other information will be

>>gratefully received)?

>>

>>Thank you in advance,

>>Sonya

>>Sonya Watson

>>Risk Assessment Co-ordinator

>>School of Natural Resource Sciences

>>Queensland University of Technology

>>AUSTRALIA

>

>USPS:  Tim Ryan - CIH, CSP, RBP

>       Director - Environmental & Physical Safety Department

>       University of Houston System : University of Houston

>       EPSD-1852

>       University of Houston

>       Houston, TX 77204-1852

>

>Voice: (713) 743-5858          FAX:    (713) 743-5859

>

>E-mail: tryan@uh.edu

>

>URL--> http://www.uh.edu/admin/epsd/index.html

>___________________________________________________________________

>"The difference between the right word and the almost right word is the

>difference between lightning and a lightning bug." -- Mark Twain
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Subject:      Re: Air Quality
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Al:

The document I originally referenced is entirely NEW, and will probably

supersede the '97 TLV booklet recommendations next year; it already takes

the place of the previous 1989 ACGIH document you thought I was referring

to.  Very briefely, ACGIH has done a reversal to a limited extent in the

new 1998 document, and is staying away from giving any absolute numbers re:

acceptable bioaerosol concentrations.

Still, your're right to suggest a review of the '97 and '98 TLV booklets.

I've got my '98 version, and it is much more aligned with the 1998 ACGIH

publication entitled "Guidelines for the Assessment and Control of

Bioaerosols in the Environment" than either of the previous (1986 and 1989)

ACGIH Bioaerosols Committeee work products on this theme.

>Sonya & Tim,

>

>Please also read the 1997 AGCIH TLV Booklet (page 11) which references the

>1989 article listed below. Please note that the 1998 AGCIH TLV Booklet is

>now out. I haven't received my copy yet so I can't be sure if the

>information has changed but you better be sure and check it out.

>

>A. Jin, IH, BSO

>Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory

>Livermore, CA

USPS:  Tim Ryan - CIH, CSP, RBP

       Director - Environmental & Physical Safety Department

       University of Houston System : University of Houston

       EPSD-1852

       University of Houston

       Houston, TX 77204-1852

Voice: (713) 743-5858          FAX:    (713) 743-5859

E-mail: tryan@uh.edu

URL--> http://www.uh.edu/admin/epsd/index.html

___________________________________________________________________

"The difference between the right word and the almost right word is the

difference between lightning and a lightning bug." -- Mark Twain
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "LouAnn C. Burnett" <lburnett@UIUC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Air Quality

In-Reply-To:  <01IY9PXN2DKK0003T0@Post-Office.UH.EDU>
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Tim,

The website lists only the 1989/1990 version(s) of "Guidelines for the

Assessment and Control of Bioaerosols in the Environment".  I just want to

confirm what I think I am reading--->there is a 1998 version of this document?

Thanks for your help!

LouAnn

-------------------------------------------------------------------

LouAnn C. Burnett

Assistant Director, Environmental Health & Safety

Biological Safety Section

Division of Environmental Health & Safety

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

217-244-7362 (office)     217-244-6594 (fax)

--------------------------------------------------------------------
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>Tim,

>The website lists only the 1989/1990 version(s) of "Guidelines for the

>Assessment and Control of Bioaerosols in the Environment".  I just want to

>confirm what I think I am reading--->there is a 1998 version of this document?

>

>Thanks for your help!

>

>LouAnn

Yes, a completely new version was announced at the AIHCE in Atlanta in May,

and an overview session of the contents made by the key ACGIH Bioaerosols

Committee authors.

I think if you actually try and order the '89 (or '90) version on the

website, ACGIH will reply that it is either unavailable or under revision.

If the new version isn't yet available, it should be in a month or so.

Tim
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Sonya Watson <s.watson@QUT.EDU.AU>

Subject:      Re: Air Quality
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Thanks for all your suggestions - they are greatly appreciated.  We are

attempting to order the recommended document.

Regards,

Sonya

At 04:03 PM 15/06/98 -0500, you wrote:

>>Tim,

>>The website lists only the 1989/1990 version(s) of "Guidelines for the

>>Assessment and Control of Bioaerosols in the Environment".  I just want to

>>confirm what I think I am reading--->there is a 1998 version of this

document?

>>

>>Thanks for your help!

>>

>>LouAnn

>

>Yes, a completely new version was announced at the AIHCE in Atlanta in May,

>and an overview session of the contents made by the key ACGIH Bioaerosols

>Committee authors.

>

>I think if you actually try and order the '89 (or '90) version on the

>website, ACGIH will reply that it is either unavailable or under revision.

>If the new version isn't yet available, it should be in a month or so.

>

>Tim

>

>

Sonya Watson

Risk Assessment Co-ordinator

School of Natural Resource Sciences

Queensland University of Technology

AUSTRALIA
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Subject:      Re: Air Quality

In-Reply-To:  <01IY9RWJP3AY00042Y@Post-Office.UH.EDU>
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Tim & LouAnn,

ACGIH said this article will be out in October 98. The ACGIH phone number

is 513 742-2020.

AJin, IH, BSO

Lawrence Livermore National Lab

Livermore, CA

>>Tim,

>>The website lists only the 1989/1990 version(s) of "Guidelines for the

>>Assessment and Control of Bioaerosols in the Environment".  I just want to

>>confirm what I think I am reading--->there is a 1998 version of this

>>document?

>>

>>Thanks for your help!

>>

>>LouAnn

>

>Yes, a completely new version was announced at the AIHCE in Atlanta in May,

>and an overview session of the contents made by the key ACGIH Bioaerosols

>Committee authors.

>

>I think if you actually try and order the '89 (or '90) version on the

>website, ACGIH will reply that it is either unavailable or under revision.

>If the new version isn't yet available, it should be in a month or so.

>

>Tim
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Subject:      Baculovirus
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Good Morning:

Can anyone direct me to sources of information regarding the risks of

baculovirus?  One of our researchers would like to use this vector to

express several proteins such as MLK3 in rodent, primate and human cell

lines.

My main concern is with the handling of the infected insect cells used to

generate and propagate the virus, the virus stock itself and the media with

virus that is initially on the mammalian cells.  Apparently there is an

occlusion-body form of wild-type baculovirus that is extremely stable, but

that form is not the same as this engineered recombinant virus.

Any guidance would be most appreciated.  Please respond directly:

***************************************************************************

*********

email: jpatters@cephalon.com

phone:  (610) 738-6177

fax:  (610) 738-6642

Judith A. Patterson

Environmental Health & Safety Manager

Cephalon, Inc.
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Organization: eohss-umdnj

Subject:      UV lights in BSL-3 Laboratory
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Is the installation of UV room lights (to automatically come on when the

room's flourescents go off) desirable/useful for a BSL-3 (tb) research

laboratory??  We're still in the design phase and I would like to be

able to present this info. to architechs/engineers, etc.  I know that

they are effective if properly maintained/monitored but I was wondering

how much they contribute to overall "safety" if you are getting 10-12

air changes per hour (and an alarm would sound if air changes fell below

design criteria and everyone would leave anyway.)

TIA

Paul Rubock
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>
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Subject:      Phosgene Generated from Chloroform
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To my Biosafty colleagues,

I would like to pass this on as an FYI: Lessons Learned. Please note the

recommendations listed below.

Al Jin, BSO, IH

Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory

Livermore, CA

>Title: YELLOW - Phosgene Generated from Chloroform

>

>Identifier: INEEL Lessons Learned # 98247

>Date: May 25,1998

>

>Lessons Learned Statement:

>

>Phosgene can be generated from chloroform.  Chloroform stabilized with

>alcohol should be purchased, and the chemical should be treated as

>time-sensitive.  An industrial hygienist should be contacted before using a

>container of chloroform that is six months old or older.

>

>Discussion of Activities:

>

>Researchers at the University of California, Los Angeles were using a

>three-year-old bottle of chloroform.  They noticed that the people working

>with the chloroform were becoming quite ill.  Subsequent analysis showed

>concentrations of 15,000 ppm of phosgene in the head space of the bottle

>and a 1.1% concentration of phosgene in the bulk solution.  Exposure to 20

>ppm for 1-2 minutes can cause severe lung injury and 570 ppm for 1 minute

>can cause death.  The chloroform was stored properly and was stabilized

>with amylene. (Note: Chloroform comes in three basic varieties: a) no

>stabilizer present, b) stabilized with amylene, and c) stabilized with an

>alcohol such as ethanol.)

>

>A search of the literature has shown that the generation of phosgene from

>chloroform was a well-known phenomenon 50-100 years ago when chloroform was

>used as an anaesthetic.  Evidently, the generation of phosgene from

>chloroform has since been forgotten since there are no warnings on material

>safety data sheets for chloroform, including chloroform that has not been

>stabilized.

>

>Recommended Actions:

>

>1. Unless program requirements prohibit it, chloroform that is stabilized

>with alcohol should be purchased in the future.  Alcohol is usually added

>in greater concentrations than amylene so it provides better protection

>from phosgene generation.  Also, there is evidence that amylene may not

>prevent phosgene generation.

>

>2.  Chloroform should be treated as a time-sensitive chemical.  This is

>especially true of chloroform that is either not stabilized or is

>stabilized with amylene.

>

>3.  An industrial hygienist should be contacted before using a container of

>chloroform that is six months old or older so that they can test for the

>presence of phosgene.

>

>Originator: Occupational Safety, Lockheed Martin Idaho Technologies Company

>Contact: Dave Quigley, (208) 526-0046

>Authorized Derivative Classifier: Dale Claflin, (208) 526-1199

>Reviewing Official: Dale Claflin, (208) 526-1199

>Functional Categories (DOE): Occupational Safety and Health, Safety

>Functional Categories (User-Defined): Occupational Safety and Health

>Key Word(s): chloroform, phosgene, amylene

>References: Chemical & Engineering News, March 2, 1998

>

>Follow-up Action: Information in this report is accurate to the best of our

>knowledge. As a means of measuring the effectiveness of this report, please

>notify Terry Pierce at (208) 526-4288 (or by electronic mail at

>txp@inel.gov) or the INEEL Lessons Learned Program Office at (208) 526-1530

>(e-mail at mae@inel.gov or lmitll@inel.gov) of any action taken as a result

>of this report or of any technical inaccuracies you find. Your feedback is

>important and appreciated.

>
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From:         Melinda Young <biosafe@U.WASHINGTON.EDU>

Subject:      Re: UV lights in BSL-3 Laboratory

In-Reply-To:  <358AD42E.60A8@umdnj.edu>
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Paul:

The problems we have found with UV room lights in BSL-3 labs has to do

with the damage to plastic products in the room.

We do not recommend them.

MelindaYoung

On Fri, 19 Jun 1998, paul rubock wrote:

> Is the installation of UV room lights (to automatically come on when the

> room's flourescents go off) desirable/useful for a BSL-3 (tb) research

> laboratory??  We're still in the design phase and I would like to be

> able to present this info. to architechs/engineers, etc.  I know that

> they are effective if properly maintained/monitored but I was wondering

> how much they contribute to overall "safety" if you are getting 10-12

> air changes per hour (and an alarm would sound if air changes fell below

> design criteria and everyone would leave anyway.)

>

> TIA

> Paul Rubock

>

______________________________________________________________________________

Melinda Young, CBSP                     University of Washington

Biosafety Supervisor                    Environmental Health and Safety

Prevention and Assessment Office        Box 354400

biosafe@u.washington.edu                Seattle, WA 98195-4400

Voice Mail (206)543-7278

Fax        (206)616-3360

Phone      (206)543-9510

Office: Rm 411 of Hall Health Center     my schedule 7:45-4:45
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Subject:      Industrial Safety Info Available
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Version 2.0 of the Fourth Edition of "Patty's Industrial Hygiene and

Toxicology" -- a three-volume reference work published by John Wiley & Sons

-- is now available as a Windows-compatible CD-ROM. This is the most

important reference work in industrial safety and should be welcome by

industrial hygienists, toxicologists, safety engineers, occupational health

physicians, and insurance investigators.

Sample screens from "Patty's" are available online along with a

downloadable demo of the CD-ROM, but *beware* -- the demo is just over one

meg. If you've seen the printed version of Patty's (over 10,000 pages), you

have a pretty good idea ofwhat the CD-ROM holds, only in a more

easily-searched, hyperlinked fashion. One new element of the CD-ROM is the

complete NIOSH Manual of Analytical Methods (Fourth Edition). It actually

costs more to license the NIOSH Manual alone than it costs to get it

bundled with "Patty's".

For those interested, more information is available at the "Patty's" web

site: http://www.wiley.com/stm/pattys
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               University Biosafety Manager

The University of Connecticut's Department of Environmental

Health and Safety (EH&S) in Storrs, CT is re-opening the search for

a Biological Health and Safety Manager to manage the University's

biosafety, medical waste, and food/water quality inspection programs

at the main and regional campuses.  Responsibilities include: (1) manage-

ment of the laboratory biological safety program which encompasses

laboratory inspections, interaction with the research community,

compliance with OSHA's Bloodborne Pathogens Standard and EPA/CT DEP's

biomedical waste regulations and (2) management of public health pro-

grams including food service inspections, pesticide safety/pest control,

housing/recreation environments, solid waste disposal and water supply.

This position directs the activities of the University's drinking

water testing laboratory and wastewater control facility laboratory.

The manager reports to the Director of EH&S and supervises a registered

sanitarian, a wastewater laboratory technician, and a student

labor position. Minimum qualifications include: a Master's degree

in the biological sciences or a health and safety-related discipline

and five years direct experience in health and safety program develop-

ment and management.  Two years of direct experience may be substituted

for an advanced degree.  A STRONG BACKGROUND IN MICROBIOLOGY IS

ESSENTIAL.  Applicant must possess excellent written and verbal communi-

cation skills for effective report writing, training, and consulting,

and have a valid driver's license to operate a motor vehicle.

Familiarity with public health issues is required and professional

biosafety certification is desirable.  The anticipated hiring range is

high forties to low fifties.  Screening will commence immediately and

continue until the position is filled.  Applicants should send a cover

letter, resume, and the names of three references familiar with the

applicant's background and professional competence to:  Mr. Frank Labato,

Director, Environmental Health and Safety, 3102 Horsebarn Hill Road,

Box U-97, The University of Connecticut, Storrs, CT 06269-4097.

We encourage applications from under-represented groups, including

minorities, women and people with disabilities.  (Search #98F10)
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Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

>>> "Alfred L. 'Al' Jin" <e442242@POPEYE.LLNL.GOV> - 6/23/98 11:11 AM >>>

>Phosgene can be generated from chloroform.  Chloroform stabilized with

>alcohol should be purchased, and the chemical should be treated as

>time-sensitive. =20

So, how does one handle "out of date" chloroform?  Is there a way of =

neutralizing any possible phosgene to simplify disposal or is it best to =

dispose of the bottle unopened?

Rodney A. Barton

Assistant Safety Officer

University of North Texas Health Science Center

3500 Camp Bowie Blvd.

Fort Worth, Texas 76107

817-735-2697

RBarton@hsc.unt.edu
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I am a member of CJD Voice, an e-mail discussion group on Creutzfeldt-Jakob

Disease, that horrendous infectious fatal brain deterioring disease.  Most

members have lost a loved one to CJD or currently have a loved one with CJD.

Other members are at high risk of getting the disease.   In the group we have

discussed infection control in health care.  Along these lines can anyone on

this list recommend any written literature (booklets, etc) on CJD infection

control that people can give their medical providers who are unfamilar with

the disease?

For those on the list not familiar with CJD I have included some basic

information.

Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease (CJD) has greater public health consequences than

the mere number of reported case might lead one to believe because it is not a

reportable disease in most places, is often misdiagnosed, is infectious and is

not killed by normal sterilization.  CJD is a horrendious infectious fatal

brain-deteriorating disease for which there is no treatment or cure.  It is

caused by a prion, which is a protein.  One strain of CJD (nvCJD, i.e. new

variant CJD) is linked to bovine spongiform encephalopathy (i.e. Mad Cow

Disease) in England.  CJD is more common than reported.  In one study of

Alzheimer patients 13% when autopsied were found to really have CJD.

In the United States and throughout the world people get CJD through 3 means:

familial (genetic), sporadic (don't know how) and iatrogenic (through a

medical procedure such as human pitutitary growth hormones and human

gonadotrophin fertility treatments received in 1985 and before, contaminated

surgical equipment and dura mater and cornea transplants.)   CJD can take

decades after exposure for the patient to show symptoms.  However, once a

person shows symptoms their decline is rapid and they die within a year of

first showing symptoms.

CJD should be considered whenever a patient develops a rapid dementia and

myoclonus. The initial symptoms are subtle and ambiguous and include insomnia,

depression, confusion, personality and behavioral changes, strange physical

sensations, and  memory, coordination and visual problems.  Rapidly

progressive dementia and usually myoclonus (involuntary, irregular jerking

movements) develop as CJD progresses.  Also,  language, sight, muscular

weakness, and coordination problems worsen. The patient may appear startled

and become rigid. In the final stage the patient loses all mental and physical

functions. The patient may lapse into a coma and usually dies from an

infection like pneumonia precipitated by the bedridden, unconscious state. The

duration of CJD from the onset of symptoms to death is usually one year of

less.  A 14-3-3 spinal fluid test is over 95% effective in diagnosing CJD when

symptoms are present.  (For information on the test contact Dr  Clarence

Joseph Gibbs, Jr.; National Institutes of Health, (30l) 496-4821 or 6321.)

CJD patients often die at home and therefore have home health service and have

family members as caregivers.

Since early signs of CJD are often psychological, victims will often receive

psychological treatment as either an in-patient or an outpatient.  In

addition, people, including school-age children of Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease

victims who die in their 40s or younger, often require counseling to deal with

the death.  And, then there's the recipients of medical treatments such as

human pituitary growth hormones and dura mater transplants who are at high

risk of CJD and the people with a genetic mutation for familial CJD who must

live with CJD hangiing over their heads.  Another group includes people who

receive withdrawal notices that the blood they or, worst yet, their children,

received came from a pool which included a donor that died of CJD.  While the

question of whether CJD is passed through blood products is yet to be

resolved, receiving this type of notice causes great

anxiety in people.

Also, since normal sterilization methods do no kill the CJD infectious agent

and, it can therefore be spread by surgical instruments, it is more of a

danger to public health than mere number of cases would suggest..

Whether CJD is spread by human blood is controversial,.  Many people get

transfusions every year.  Pooled blood products are withdrawn as a precaution

if it is found after the product has been released that a person in the donor

pool has died of CJD of is at higher risk of contracting CJD.  However, by

this point it has often already been used in humans.  Many people such as

hemophilliacs and Alpha !-Antitrypsin Deficency sufferers use blood products

constantly to maintain their health and therefore, receive many withdrawal

notices.  In additon, many people get gammaglobulin shots.  Also, while the

controversy remains as to whether CJD can be passed through blood products,

blood products continue to be used as an ingredient in vaccines such as the

measles-mumps-rubella, rabies and allergy shots; in InVitro Fertilization

(IVF) cultures; and in medical test fluids.

Even though people have recieved notices that the blood products they were

given have been withdrawn due to CJD risk they can still donate blood.  Also,

England recently decided to not use its own people to get blood plasma any

more and to get blood plasma  from other countries due to fears of nvCJD (the

CJD related to Mad Cow Disease) being transmitted through blood.  Yet people

from England can donate blood in the United States and Canada.  At the end of

this e-mail I have included the U. S. Congressional Mandate requesting the

Centers for Disease Control to conduct a study to assess whether the CJD

infectious agent is spread through blood products.

CJD Voice is an e-mail discussion group.  Most members have lost a loved one

to CJD or currently have a loved one with CJD.  Other members include people

who took human pituitary growth hormones as children and therefore are at

higher risk of getting CJD and people who received notices that the blood

products their children received were from a pool that included a person who

died from CJD.  It provides support to these people as well as tries to

increase funding for CJD research so treatments and a cure can be found.  The

CJD webpage has a message board, chat room, links to other websites with CJD

information and a list of CJD researchers accepting financial contributions.

The address for the CJD Voice Webpage is

http://members.aol.com/larmstr853/cjdvoice/cjdvoice.htm

Please feel free to visit the website and to refer other people to it.

Feel free to distribute this information to whomever you choose.

DebbieOney@aol.com

 The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Creutzfeldt-Jakob

     Disease Program

     A Congressional Mandate

     In response to concerns that CJD may be transmitted through blood or

     blood products, the U.S. Congress requested that the

     CDC conduct a study to assess whether CJD is a threat to the safety of

     the nation's blood supply. Researchers believe that

     the risk of transmission to humans through blood products is very

     small since there have been no known cases of CJD

     contracted by humans in this manner. However, precautions are being

     taken to assure that the blood supply is safe from this

     infectious agent. Current blood safety policy requires that any blood

     products made from blood donated by a person who

     later develops CJD, or is found to have risk factors for CJD, must be

     withdrawn. Until the question of transmissibility is

     resolved, the availability and the price of blood products will

     continue to be adversely impacted by shortages caused by

     recalls and the destruction of blood products which, to date, has cost

     over $100 million.

     The Program: How You Can Help

     Because the signs and symptoms of CJD may not develop for up to 30

     years, a person could be infected and not show any

     symptoms during his or her lifetime. Furthermore, there is no

     screening test available for CJD and the only sure way to test

     for CJD is by analyzing brain tissue after death. The CJD program asks

     families of individuals who have received blood

     products to donate brain tissue after their death. The brain tissue

     will be shipped to Stephen J. Armond, M.D., Ph.D.,

     Professor of Neuropathology, University of California, San Francisco

     to test for evidence of CJD. Other brain tissue will be

     stored at CDC in Atlanta for analysis in the future when more is known

     about the cause of CJD.

     Participation in the CJD program is voluntary. The CDC is aware that

     the death of a family member is a difficult time to make

     important decisions. Therefore, the CDC is working through your

     regional coordinator, physician, and treatment center staff to

     provide support to you and your family as you discuss brain tissue

     donation. To help with making an informed and rational

     decision, the CDC has developed information packets which answer

     commonly asked questions about the program including:

     how to authorize the donation; how confidentiality will be assured;

     the ability to retrieve the brain tissue without disfigurement

     and without affecting funeral arrangements; and the time frame for

     receiving test results.
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Date:         Sun, 28 Jun 1998 14:59:35 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Fran Martin <fmartin@CCSINC.COM>

Subject:      AD: OSHA Chemical / Solvent Safety CD-ROMs
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FYI,

List members responsible for chemical safety and compliance may find the

OSHA Chemical Safety and the Solvent Safety Databases on CD-ROM useful

reference tools.

The PDF format offers instant search / retrieval and page-for-page accuracy.

See http://www.env-sol.com/#ChemRefs  for further information.

Fran Martin

FM Research & Consulting
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Date:         Mon, 29 Jun 1998 09:02:11 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Herzing Bliss BM <bliss.herzing@PHWILM.ZENECA.COM>

Subject:      Re: Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease and Biosafety

Check these three web sites out:

 http://www.sciam.com/0896issue/prion.html

http://www-micro.msb.le.ac.uk/335/prions.html

 http://www.sciam.com/askexpert/medicine/medicine14.html

If you can not open any of these, I can fax or send you copies of the

articles!

Bliss M. Herzing

Biosafety Specialist

LW Basement

(302)886-2185

FAX:(302)886-2909

email: bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com

>----------

>From:  Deborah Schechter[SMTP:DebbieOney@AOL.COM]

>Sent:  Friday, June 26, 1998 10:51 PM

>To:    BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>Subject:       Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease and Biosafety

>

>I am a member of CJD Voice, an e-mail discussion group on Creutzfeldt-Jakob

>Disease, that horrendous infectious fatal brain deterioring disease.  Most

>members have lost a loved one to CJD or currently have a loved one with CJD.

>Other members are at high risk of getting the disease.   In the group we have

>discussed infection control in health care.  Along these lines can anyone on

>this list recommend any written literature (booklets, etc) on CJD infection

>control that people can give their medical providers who are unfamilar with

>the disease?

>

>For those on the list not familiar with CJD I have included some basic

>information.

>

>Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease (CJD) has greater public health consequences than

>the mere number of reported case might lead one to believe because it is not

>a

>reportable disease in most places, is often misdiagnosed, is infectious and

>is

>not killed by normal sterilization.  CJD is a horrendious infectious fatal

>brain-deteriorating disease for which there is no treatment or cure.  It is

>caused by a prion, which is a protein.  One strain of CJD (nvCJD, i.e. new

>variant CJD) is linked to bovine spongiform encephalopathy (i.e. Mad Cow

>Disease) in England.  CJD is more common than reported.  In one study of

>Alzheimer patients 13% when autopsied were found to really have CJD.

>

>In the United States and throughout the world people get CJD through 3 means:

>familial (genetic), sporadic (don't know how) and iatrogenic (through a

>medical procedure such as human pitutitary growth hormones and human

>gonadotrophin fertility treatments received in 1985 and before, contaminated

>surgical equipment and dura mater and cornea transplants.)   CJD can take

>decades after exposure for the patient to show symptoms.  However, once a

>person shows symptoms their decline is rapid and they die within a year of

>first showing symptoms.

>

>CJD should be considered whenever a patient develops a rapid dementia and

>myoclonus. The initial symptoms are subtle and ambiguous and include

>insomnia,

>depression, confusion, personality and behavioral changes, strange physical

>sensations, and  memory, coordination and visual problems.  Rapidly

>progressive dementia and usually myoclonus (involuntary, irregular jerking

>movements) develop as CJD progresses.  Also,  language, sight, muscular

>weakness, and coordination problems worsen. The patient may appear startled

>and become rigid. In the final stage the patient loses all mental and

>physical

>functions. The patient may lapse into a coma and usually dies from an

>infection like pneumonia precipitated by the bedridden, unconscious state.

>The

>duration of CJD from the onset of symptoms to death is usually one year of

>less.  A 14-3-3 spinal fluid test is over 95% effective in diagnosing CJD

>when

>symptoms are present.  (For information on the test contact Dr  Clarence

>Joseph Gibbs, Jr.; National Institutes of Health, (30l) 496-4821 or 6321.)

>CJD patients often die at home and therefore have home health service and

>have

>family members as caregivers.

>

>Since early signs of CJD are often psychological, victims will often receive

>psychological treatment as either an in-patient or an outpatient.  In

>addition, people, including school-age children of Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease

>victims who die in their 40s or younger, often require counseling to deal

>with

>the death.  And, then there's the recipients of medical treatments such as

>human pituitary growth hormones and dura mater transplants who are at high

>risk of CJD and the people with a genetic mutation for familial CJD who must

>live with CJD hangiing over their heads.  Another group includes people who

>receive withdrawal notices that the blood they or, worst yet, their children,

>received came from a pool which included a donor that died of CJD.  While the

>question of whether CJD is passed through blood products is yet to be

>resolved, receiving this type of notice causes great

>anxiety in people.

>

>Also, since normal sterilization methods do no kill the CJD infectious agent

>and, it can therefore be spread by surgical instruments, it is more of a

>danger to public health than mere number of cases would suggest..

>

>Whether CJD is spread by human blood is controversial,.  Many people get

>transfusions every year.  Pooled blood products are withdrawn as a precaution

>if it is found after the product has been released that a person in the donor

>pool has died of CJD of is at higher risk of contracting CJD.  However, by

>this point it has often already been used in humans.  Many people such as

>hemophilliacs and Alpha !-Antitrypsin Deficency sufferers use blood products

>constantly to maintain their health and therefore, receive many withdrawal

>notices.  In additon, many people get gammaglobulin shots.  Also, while the

>controversy remains as to whether CJD can be passed through blood products,

>blood products continue to be used as an ingredient in vaccines such as the

>measles-mumps-rubella, rabies and allergy shots; in InVitro Fertilization

>(IVF) cultures; and in medical test fluids.

>

>Even though people have recieved notices that the blood products they were

>given have been withdrawn due to CJD risk they can still donate blood.  Also,

>England recently decided to not use its own people to get blood plasma any

>more and to get blood plasma  from other countries due to fears of nvCJD (the

>CJD related to Mad Cow Disease) being transmitted through blood.  Yet people

>from England can donate blood in the United States and Canada.  At the end of

>this e-mail I have included the U. S. Congressional Mandate requesting the

>Centers for Disease Control to conduct a study to assess whether the CJD

>infectious agent is spread through blood products.

>

>CJD Voice is an e-mail discussion group.  Most members have lost a loved one

>to CJD or currently have a loved one with CJD.  Other members include people

>who took human pituitary growth hormones as children and therefore are at

>higher risk of getting CJD and people who received notices that the blood

>products their children received were from a pool that included a person who

>died from CJD.  It provides support to these people as well as tries to

>increase funding for CJD research so treatments and a cure can be found.  The

>CJD webpage has a message board, chat room, links to other websites with CJD

>information and a list of CJD researchers accepting financial contributions.

>

>The address for the CJD Voice Webpage is

>http://members.aol.com/larmstr853/cjdvoice/cjdvoice.htm

>Please feel free to visit the website and to refer other people to it.

>

>Feel free to distribute this information to whomever you choose.

>

>DebbieOney@aol.com

>

>

>

> The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Creutzfeldt-Jakob

>     Disease Program

>

>     A Congressional Mandate

>

>     In response to concerns that CJD may be transmitted through blood or

>     blood products, the U.S. Congress requested that the

>     CDC conduct a study to assess whether CJD is a threat to the safety of

>     the nation's blood supply. Researchers believe that

>     the risk of transmission to humans through blood products is very

>     small since there have been no known cases of CJD

>     contracted by humans in this manner. However, precautions are being

>     taken to assure that the blood supply is safe from this

>     infectious agent. Current blood safety policy requires that any blood

>     products made from blood donated by a person who

>     later develops CJD, or is found to have risk factors for CJD, must be

>     withdrawn. Until the question of transmissibility is

>     resolved, the availability and the price of blood products will

>     continue to be adversely impacted by shortages caused by

>     recalls and the destruction of blood products which, to date, has cost

>     over $100 million.

>

>     The Program: How You Can Help

>

>     Because the signs and symptoms of CJD may not develop for up to 30

>     years, a person could be infected and not show any

>     symptoms during his or her lifetime. Furthermore, there is no

>     screening test available for CJD and the only sure way to test

>     for CJD is by analyzing brain tissue after death. The CJD program asks

>     families of individuals who have received blood

>     products to donate brain tissue after their death. The brain tissue

>     will be shipped to Stephen J. Armond, M.D., Ph.D.,

>     Professor of Neuropathology, University of California, San Francisco

>     to test for evidence of CJD. Other brain tissue will be

>     stored at CDC in Atlanta for analysis in the future when more is known

>     about the cause of CJD.

>

>     Participation in the CJD program is voluntary. The CDC is aware that

>     the death of a family member is a difficult time to make

>     important decisions. Therefore, the CDC is working through your

>     regional coordinator, physician, and treatment center staff to

>     provide support to you and your family as you discuss brain tissue

>     donation. To help with making an informed and rational

>     decision, the CDC has developed information packets which answer

>     commonly asked questions about the program including:

>     how to authorize the donation; how confidentiality will be assured;

>     the ability to retrieve the brain tissue without disfigurement

>     and without affecting funeral arrangements; and the time frame for

>     receiving test results.

>

Attachment Converted: "E:\Eudora\Attach\The~Prion~Diseases.url"

Attachment Converted: "E:\Eudora\Attach\PRIOND~1.URL"

Attachment Converted: "E:\Eudora\Attach\~Medicine.url"
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Date:         Tue, 30 Jun 1998 07:54:17 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Nancy Cormier <ncormier@VRII.COM>

Organization: Virus Research Institute, Inc.

Subject:      air separation

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=iso-8859-1

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 8bit

Hi,

Can anyone reference a regulation that requires air flow between ofice

and lab space (BL2)to be separated?

Nancy

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 30 Jun 1998 14:10:41 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Judy Pointer <jpointer@NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: air separation

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Hi Nancy, Don't know of any reg that specific, but see below for some

references if you have any doubt that this is needed..

ANSI/AIHA Z9.5 "As a general rule, airflow shall be from areas of low

hazard unless the laboratory is used as a CleanRoom..."   "...Relative

volumes of supply air and exhaust air to each room should be such that air

flows through any opening, including open doorways, at a minimum velocity

of 50 fpm and a preferred velocity of 100 fpm in the desired direction"

p.7, section 4.11.4

Prudent Practices p. 192  "in all cases, air should flow from the offices,

corridors, and support spaces into the laboratories..."

ASHRAE Handbook p13.11  "In order for the laboratory to act as a secondary

confinement barrier ..., it must be maintained at a slightly negative

pressure with respect to adjoing areas to contain oder and fumes." ..

Exceptions for sterile facilities...

Handbook of Laboratory Design p. 117  "If there are administrative,

classroom, or service areas within the same building as laboratories, the

entire laboratory area should be at a modest negative pressure with respect

to these spaces..."

NFPA 45  "the air pressure in the laboratory work areas shall be negative

with respect to corridors and non laboratory areas" ... Exceptions ....

clean rooms  or ... momentary changes in static pressure due to door

openings, etc.

NIH Design Policy and Guidelines p16 sec. D7.8  "Laboratory air shall flow

from low-hazard to high-hazard use areas ... shalll be maintained at 47L/s

per module negative relative to non-laboratory spaces.  Administrative

areas in laboratory buildings must always be positive with respect to

corridors and laboratories."

Judy Pointer, CBSP

MD Anderson

Nancy Cormier <ncormier@VRII.COM> on 06/30/98 06:54:17 AM

Please respond to A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

cc:    (bcc: Judy M. Pointer/MDACC)

Subject:  air separation

Hi,

Can anyone reference a regulation that requires air flow between ofice

and lab space (BL2)to be separated?

Nancy
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Date:         Tue, 30 Jun 1998 14:51:01 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Judy Pointer <jpointer@NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: air separation

Mime-Version: 1.0
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Sorry if this is a repeat posting.  I got a mailer deamon on the first

sending.

---------------------- Forwarded by Judy M. Pointer/MDACC on 06/30/98 02:51

PM ---------------------------

Judy M. Pointer

06/30/98 02:10 PM

To:   A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

cc:

Subject:  Re: air separation  (Document link not converted)

Hi Nancy, Don't know of any reg that specific, but see below for some

references if you have any doubt that this is needed..

ANSI/AIHA Z9.5 "As a general rule, airflow shall be from areas of low

hazard unless the laboratory is used as a CleanRoom..."   "...Relative

volumes of supply air and exhaust air to each room should be such that air

flows through any opening, including open doorways, at a minimum velocity

of 50 fpm and a preferred velocity of 100 fpm in the desired direction"

p.7, section 4.11.4

Prudent Practices p. 192  "in all cases, air should flow from the offices,

corridors, and support spaces into the laboratories..."

ASHRAE Handbook p13.11  "In order for the laboratory to act as a secondary

confinement barrier ..., it must be maintained at a slightly negative

pressure with respect to adjoing areas to contain oder and fumes." ..

Exceptions for sterile facilities...

Handbook of Laboratory Design p. 117  "If there are administrative,

classroom, or service areas within the same building as laboratories, the

entire laboratory area should be at a modest negative pressure with respect

to these spaces..."

NFPA 45  "the air pressure in the laboratory work areas shall be negative

with respect to corridors and non laboratory areas" ... Exceptions ....

clean rooms  or ... momentary changes in static pressure due to door

openings, etc.

NIH Design Policy and Guidelines p16 sec. D7.8  "Laboratory air shall flow

from low-hazard to high-hazard use areas ... shalll be maintained at 47L/s

per module negative relative to non-laboratory spaces.  Administrative

areas in laboratory buildings must always be positive with respect to

corridors and laboratories."

Judy Pointer, CBSP

MD Anderson

Nancy Cormier <ncormier@VRII.COM> on 06/30/98 06:54:17 AM

Please respond to A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

cc:    (bcc: Judy M. Pointer/MDACC)

Subject:  air separation

Hi,

Can anyone reference a regulation that requires air flow between ofice

and lab space (BL2)to be separated?

Nancy
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Date:         Tue, 30 Jun 1998 15:37:30 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Lawrence J. Hawkins" <hawkinsl@CPU2.OMRF.OUHSC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: air separation

For information concerning air mixing from offices and laboratories please

check ANZI standard ANZI/AIHA Z9.5-1992, section 4:10.2.

It states that air exhausted from the general lab (BSL 1 and 2) shall not be

recirculated unless. Then they list the citeria. If you need the criteria

please e-mail with your fax number and I will send you a copy.

Lawrence J. hawkins

OMRF

825 NE 13th

Oklahoma City, OK 73104

Voice:405.271.7266

Fax: 405.271.7012

E-mail: Larry-Hawkins@omrf.ouhsc.edu
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Date:         Tue, 30 Jun 1998 16:43:05 PST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Alisa IRWIN <ALIRWIN@UCI.EDU>

Subject:      IBC Review

     Hi,

     I'm am interested in finding out what other Institutional Biosafety

     Committees (IBC's) review.

     Our IBC Policy states we review rDNA, infectious agents (RG2 and

     above), including blood, blood products, tissue samples and primary

     cells.

     Do other IBC's review infectious agents and human/primate tissue and

     blood products?  If so, why? If it doesn't, why not?

     Our institution is thinking about taking the review of infectious

     agents and human/primate products away from the IBC and giving it to

     Environmental Health & Safety to review and monitor.  This would leave

     our IBC only reviewing projects involving rDNA. I'm looking for the

     pros and cons to doing this.

     Another issue our IBC is struggling with is how to identify these

     types of projects that aren't extramurally funded.  Any suggestions?

     Thanks for your help!

     Alisa Irwin

     IBC Administrator

     UC Irvine
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         DOBLHOFF-DIER OTTO <doblhoff@EDV2.BOKU.AC.AT>

Organization: Universitaet fuer Bodenkultur Wien

Subject:      Re: IBC Review

In-Reply-To:  <9805308992.AA899250605@ccmail.rgs.uci.edu>
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Dear Alisa,

Austrian law only requires rDNA to go through the IBC. Nonetheless

our IBC will also review work with pathogens even if they are non-

rDNA.

I would strongly advise any institution to have the IBC review both

rDNA and non-rDNA work, but to include expert(s) from the

Environmental Health & Safety Board or to make the IBC part of the

Environmental Health & Safety Board.

Reasons:

1) Mostly rDNA work compromises both the handling of rDNA and

non-rDNA organisms.

2) Pathogens are pathogens and non-pathogens are non-pathogens

no matter if they are rDNA or non-rDNA

3) IBC's have normally got more expertise conceerning  biologic

agents than the Environmental Health and Safety offices.

4) Protective measures concerning the risk posed by biological agents

have to be harmonized with other protective measures (chemical

hazards, fire etc.)

5) Being pragmatic and trying to protect the interests of the

research community: One Institutional Safety Committee is really more

than enough! Do not add confusion by having x Committees. Users out

in the labs get really mad if they have to fill out dozens of forms

and have to wait weeks to get an approvel only to find out that

another committee wants additional or conflicting protective measures

or even will not give permission. Let us not forget that the safety

offices always were meant to be a service! The incredible

proliferation of governemental offices you have to go through is bad

enough (this being worse in Europe than in the US, as I undertand

it).

This from very long experience as both a safety person and a user

Otto Doblhoff-Dier, Inst. Appl. Microbiol, Univ. Agric.,

Nussdorfer Laende 11, A-1190 Vienna, Austria, Europe

Tel: *43-1-36006-6204    Fax:*43-1-3697615

EMAIL: doblhoff@edv2.boku.ac.at

WWW: http://www.boku.ac.at/iam/efb/doblhoff/doblhoff.htm
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Andrew Cockburn <acockbur@WVU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: IBC Review

In-Reply-To:  <9805308992.AA899250605@ccmail.rgs.uci.edu>
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Hi Alisa,

I did a similar survey earlier this year. I found that most IBCs reviewed

only rDNA work, and the other categories were handled by the biosafety

office.

We have just revised our procedure here at WVU. I now handle human

tissue/sera protocols. The IBC gets non-exempt rDNA and pathogen protocols.

About half of our protocols are only tissue/sera, so this greatly reduces

the IBC workload. Tissue/sera protocols generally have similar risks and

precautions, so the IBC didn't think that there was any need to have them

reviewed by the whole committee.

Andrew Cockburn

> -----Original Message-----

> From: A Biosafety Discussion List [mailto:BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU]On

> Behalf Of Alisa IRWIN

> Sent: Tuesday, June 30, 1998 8:43 PM

> To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject: IBC Review

>

>

>      Hi,

>

>      I'm am interested in finding out what other Institutional Biosafety

>      Committees (IBC's) review.

>

>      Our IBC Policy states we review rDNA, infectious agents (RG2 and

>      above), including blood, blood products, tissue samples and primary

>      cells.

>

>      Do other IBC's review infectious agents and human/primate tissue and

>      blood products?  If so, why? If it doesn't, why not?

>

>      Our institution is thinking about taking the review of infectious

>      agents and human/primate products away from the IBC and giving it to

>      Environmental Health & Safety to review and monitor.  This

> would leave

>      our IBC only reviewing projects involving rDNA. I'm looking for the

>      pros and cons to doing this.

>

>      Another issue our IBC is struggling with is how to identify these

>      types of projects that aren't extramurally funded.  Any suggestions?

>

>      Thanks for your help!

>

>      Alisa Irwin

>      IBC Administrator

>      UC Irvine

>
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Hi Alisa,

I did a similar survey earlier this year. I found that most IBCs reviewed

only rDNA work, and the other categories were handled by the biosafety

office.

We have just revised our procedure here at WVU. I now handle human

tissue/sera protocols. The IBC gets non-exempt rDNA and pathogen protocols.

About half of our protocols are only tissue/sera, so this greatly reduces

the IBC workload. Tissue/sera protocols generally have similar risks and

precautions, so the IBC didn't think that there was any need to have them

reviewed by the whole committee.

Andrew Cockburn

Director of Biological Safety

West Virginia University
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Hi Alisa,

Our IBC reviews work with rDNA, infectious agents (RG 2 and above), and

biological toxins.  IBC does not usually review work with blood, blood

products, tissue samples and primary cells--this is overseen by

Environmental Health and Safety. It is felt that the IBC's time should be

used on the more unusal projects where strategy that is specific to the

work needs to be developed.  Generally the precautions for work with

blood/blood products etc. are well established and EHS is involved in

assuring that the workers are trained. Our IBC does, though, review work

with other infectious agents of risk group 2 or above.  IBC also reviews

work with biological toxins.  EHS  recently had a call from the FBI in our

area asking us about the "Select Agents" that are on our campus.  It is

felt that  rDNA work, Infectious agent usage(risk group 2 and above, but

not routine use of Blood/blood products), and biological toxin usage are of

high enough profile to warrant review by an institutional committee.

I don't have any good suggestions concerning identifying projects that are

not extramurally funded.  The only thing that helps us somewhat is when the

projects involve animals, the IACUC usually catches them (I am an IACUC

member) and asks the PI to register their work with the IBC before IACUC

approval is granted.  There is also a big push on our campuses to educate

PIs about all the research requirements.  Each year there are mandatory

sessions on "The Responsible Conduct of Research" at which time

representative from various departments and committees delineate when and

how the PI needs to interact with them. They receive a handbook containing

info and the forms needed.

_______________________________________________________________

  Melissa A. Nellis, MPH

  Research Biosafety Specialist     Phone:(612)626-5892

  University of Minnesota           FAX:  (612)624-1949

  Environmental Health and Safety

  Boynton Health Service W-140

  410 Church St. SE

  Minneapolis, Minnesota 55455      nelli001@maroon.tc.umn.edu

_______________________________________________________________
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Lisa,

Our IBC reviews everything yours does.  EH&S prepares project assessments

for each project to present to the committee and the IBC discusses and

votes approval (or other).  EH&S does all the follow-up (approval letters

come from EH&S) and reports any updates or changes back to the committee.

There are some areas that we (EH&S) have been given authority to "approve

on behalf of".  These include projects where the only concern is work with

human materials and where the lab procedures are covered by our Bloodborne

Pathogen Exposure Control Plan.  We can also update some projects on behalf

of the IBC, unless the biosafety level changes or the organism changes.

Anything that is approved on behalf of the committee is reported to them at

the next committee meeting, so they have the opportunity to express any

concerns with our actions.  I like the way that our committee structure

works.  We also run changes in our biowaste managment program or other

biosafety issues past our committee.  They are the "users" of our biosafety

programs and always have a good perspective on the impact of a particular

program.

As for ID-ing internal funding, like Melissa, a lot of our notification

comes from our animal use committee.  They forward any animal use protocol

to us that they think involves a biohazard.  The director of our Lab Animal

Resources office sits on our IBC.  And I work closely with the animal care

facility supervisors so they'll call me if a project comes in that they

think we should know about.

Hope this helps.

LouAnn

-------------------------------------------------------------------

LouAnn C. Burnett

Assistant Director, Environmental Health & Safety

Biological Safety Section

Division of Environmental Health & Safety

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

217-244-7362 (office)     217-244-6594 (fax)

--------------------------------------------------------------------
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Betty Kupskay

07/02/98 09:30 AM

Does anybody have any info or references on the efficacy of a

formaldehyde/formalin decontamination procedure with regard to DNA?

This would be greatly appreciated.

Thanks!

Betty Kupskay

Biosafety Officer/Health Canada

Federal Laboratories

Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada

Ph. 204-789-2065

FAX 204-789-2069

e:mail: Betty_Kupskay@hc-sc.gc.ca
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Betty,

A good reference for sterilization, decontamination procedures is any

of the books or articles authored by Seymour S. Block. I use

<underline>Disinfection, Sterilization and Preservation</underline> by

Seymour Block. It's probably in its 5th edition. My 3rd edition

reference states that formaldehyde is an good alkylating agent that

binds to RNA but is reversible up to a point (Staehelin, 1958).

Formaldehyde also exhibits action toward the T2(DNA) bacteriophage

(Grossman, 1961). Interaction with protein is also mentioned (Russell &

Hopwood, 1976).

The references listed above are:

1. Staehelin, M. 1958. Reactions of tobacco mosiaic virus nucleic acid

with formaldehyde. Biochim. Biophysics, Acta, 29, 410-417.

2. Grossman,L., Levin,S.s., and Allison, W.s.. 1961.The reaction of

formaldehyde with nucleotides and T2 bacteriophage DNA. J.Mol. Biol. 3

.47-60.

3. Russell,A.D. and Hopewood,D. 1976. Biological uses and importance of

glutaraldehyde. In Progress in Medicinal Chemistry. Edited by G.P.Ellis

and GB West. Volume 13, Amsterdam. Elsevier/North-Holland Publishing

Co. pp 271-301.

<underline>In closing, other anti-microbial agents targeting nucleic

acids are</underline>:

Mitomycin C binds with DNA guanine

Actinomycin D prevents transciption of RNA by binding with DNA not RNA

Rifampicin inhibits bacterial RNA polymerase function

Nalidixic Acid or Novobicin inhibits DNA gyrase

Acridines which intercalates with DNA

Ethylene oxide causes alkylation of phosphated guanine

Formaldehyde causes alkylation with DNA/RNA

So now you know.

Al Jin, BSO IH

Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory

Livermore, CA

>Betty Kupskay

>07/02/98 09:30 AM

>

>Does anybody have any info or references on the efficacy of a

>formaldehyde/formalin decontamination procedure with regard to DNA?

>

>This would be greatly appreciated.

>

>Thanks!

>

>Betty Kupskay

>Biosafety Officer/Health Canada

>Federal Laboratories

>Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada

>Ph. 204-789-2065

>FAX 204-789-2069

>e:mail: Betty_Kupskay@hc-sc.gc.ca

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 6 Jul 1998 14:56:44 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Deborah E. Wilson Dr.PH, Chief OSHB" <dew@HELIX.NIH.GOV>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

               Frontline Healthcare Workers Safety Conference-1998

Many of you have asked for the URL of the 1998 Frontline Healthcare Workers

Safety Conference so that you may view more info on the conference and

access registration materials more easily.  The URL is

http://www.frontlinefoundation.org    Of course, I remain available to

answer any questions you may have at 301 496-2960.

Deborah E. Wilson, DrPH

Chief, Occupational Safety and Health Branch

Division of Safety

National Institutes of Health

Bethesda, MD 20892

Telephone:  301 496-2960

Facsimile:  301 402-0313

E-mail:  dew@helix.nih.gov
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Betty Kupskay
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Does anybody out there have any of the particulars (like dates, courses,

topics, registration info) on the ABSA Conference to be held in Florida in

Oct. 1998? I've been keeping my eyes open, but so far, to no avail!

Thanks in advance!

Betty Kupskay

Biosafety Officer/Health Canada

Federal Laboratories

Winnipeg, Manitoba

ph. 204-789-2065

FAX 204-789-2069

e:mail Betty_Kupskay@hc-sc.gc.ca
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Betty,

The ABSA conference is being held in Lake Buena Vista, Florida on October

25-28.  For more information, you may want to try their website at

www.absa.org.

Deborah Dagan

The Baker Company

-----Original Message-----

From: Betty Kupskay <Betty_Kupskay@HC-SC.GC.CA>

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Date: Monday, July 06, 1998 3:59 PM

Subject: ABSA Conference

>Betty Kupskay

>07/06/98 02:45 PM

>

>Does anybody out there have any of the particulars (like dates, courses,

>topics, registration info) on the ABSA Conference to be held in Florida in

>Oct. 1998? I've been keeping my eyes open, but so far, to no avail!

>

>Thanks in advance!

>

>Betty Kupskay

>Biosafety Officer/Health Canada

>Federal Laboratories

>Winnipeg, Manitoba

>ph. 204-789-2065

>FAX 204-789-2069

>e:mail Betty_Kupskay@hc-sc.gc.ca

>
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List members may find a three CD-ROM set of more than 225,000 Material

Safety Data Sheets (MSDSs) for trade and generic chemicals a useful

reference tool.

See http://www.env-sol.com/solutions/MSDS.HTML

Fran Martin

FM Research & Consulting
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Betsy: I just received the ABSA Newsletter with the list and description of

the pre-conference seminars offered. If you do not receive this newsletter,

let me know, I will fax the info. Thanks!

-----Original Message-----

From: Betty Kupskay <Betty_Kupskay@HC-SC.GC.CA>

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Date: Monday, July 06, 1998 3:59 PM

Subject: ABSA Conference

>Betty Kupskay

>07/06/98 02:45 PM

>

>Does anybody out there have any of the particulars (like dates, courses,

>topics, registration info) on the ABSA Conference to be held in Florida in

>Oct. 1998? I've been keeping my eyes open, but so far, to no avail!

>

>Thanks in advance!

>

>Betty Kupskay

>Biosafety Officer/Health Canada

>Federal Laboratories

>Winnipeg, Manitoba

>ph. 204-789-2065

>FAX 204-789-2069

>e:mail Betty_Kupskay@hc-sc.gc.ca
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Don Callihan@BDX

07/08/98 10:35 AM

BMBL3 recommends BSL2 containment for all work with C. diphtheriae.   Given

the issues with low vaccination and low revaccination rates among lower

socioeconimic groups in the US and other developed countries, does anyone

support the idea that "large" volume (I'll define as > 1 L) fermentation

should be handled using BSL3 containment.  I am concerned that a major

spill could aerosolize, colonize a vaccinated lab worker (who would be

protected from the effects of diphtheria toxin), and be introduced into a

"susceptible" community by a cough or sneeze in a public area (mall, movie

theater, airport).  This may seem far fetched but is certainly possible.

I'd especially appreciate the thoughts of those of us who may have

experience working with respiratory pathogens such as C. diphtheriae and

Bordetella pertussis.

Don Callihan

Donald R. Callihan, Ph.D.

Senior Clinical Microbiologist and

     Biosafety Officer

Becton Dickinson MSC-982

P.O. Box 999

Sparks, MD 21152-0999

Phone: 410.773.6684

Fax: 410.773.6446

e-mail: Don_Callihan@ms.bd.com
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Check this list out.  It may be better than MDL.

Bob

>List members may find a three CD-ROM set of more than 225,000 Material

>Safety Data Sheets (MSDSs) for trade and generic chemicals a useful

>reference tool.

>

>See http://www.env-sol.com/solutions/MSDS.HTML

>

>Fran Martin

>FM Research & Consulting

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety
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Collegues,

I would like to share with everybody (who doesn't alread have it) "Where to

find MSDS on the Net" at http://www.ilpi.com/msds/index.html

The best thing about this is that its free and you don't have to update it.

Enjoy.

Al Jin, IH BSO

Lawrence Livermore National Lab

Livermore, CA

>List members may find a three CD-ROM set of more than 225,000 Material

>Safety Data Sheets (MSDSs) for trade and generic chemicals a useful

>reference tool.

>

>See http://www.env-sol.com/solutions/MSDS.HTML

>

>Fran Martin

>FM Research & Consulting
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The Harvard School of Public Health is pleased to offer the following

courses beginning  in August. Please register as early as possible to

guarantee your space

============================================================

Certified Safety Professional (CSP) Review

August 17-21, 1998      Fee: $1,095

Course Directors:

James H. Stewart, PhD, CIH, Instructor on Industrial Hygiene, Harvard

School of Public Health

Philip E. Goldsmith, ,MS, CSP, ARM, Managing Director, The Walden Group,

Inc.

A comprehensive review of safety for individuals preparing to take the

Board of Certified Safety Professionals comprehensive practice

examination. The curriculum covers topics found on the exam, with

practice sessions and sample questions embedded throughout.  A session on

test-taking techniques and a simulated certification exam familiarize

participants with the exam process, timing, and scoring.  A computer lab

is available for individual study. Special benefit: fee includes Datachem

exam preparation software package.

Credit offered: CEUs

============================================================

Comprehensive Industrial Hygiene Review

August 24-28, 1998      Fee: $1,095

Course Directors:

James H. Stewart, PhD, CIH, Instructor on Industrial Hygiene, Harvard

School of Public Health

Robert F. Herrick, MS, SD, CIH, Lecturer on Industrial Hygiene, Harvard

School of Public Health

A comprehensive review of the field of industrial hygiene for individuals

preparing to take the American Board of Industrial Hygiene comprehensive

practice examination. The curriculum covers the topics found on the exam

and includes problem sets and sessions on calculations and equations.

Test-taking techniques and a simulated certification exam familiarize

participants with the exam process, timing, and scoring. A computer lab

is available for individual study. Special benefit:  fee includes

Datachem exam preparation software package.

Credit offered:  ABIH CM points, CEUs

============================================================

Fundamentals of Industrial Hygiene

October 26-30, 1998     Fee: $1,095

Course Directors:

Melvin W. First, ScD, CIH, Professor of Environmental Health Engineering,

Emeritus, Harvard School of Public Health

William A. Burgess, MS, CIH, Associate Professor of Occupational Health

Engineering, Emeritus, Harvard School of Public Health

Recognized industry-wide, this course introduces the fundamentals of

state-of-the-art industrial hygiene practice in a comprehensive fashion.

Learn how the key concepts and principles of this profession are used to

identify potential hazards associated with industrial processes, select

methods for the assessment of exposure to hazards, evaluate the

consequences of excessive exposure, and institute techniques for

prevention and control of occupational disease. The curriculum provides a

broad survey of the field and includes demonstrations of sampling and

ventilation equipment.

Credit offered: CME, MNA contact hours, CEUs

============================================================

All courses take place at the Harvard School of Public Health, Boston.

============================================================

For additional information:

Tel: 617-432-1171

Fax: 617-432-1969

E-mail: contedu@sph.harvard.edu

Harvard School of Public Health

Center for Continuing Professional Education

http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/ccpe

============================================================

Continuing Education at the Harvard School of Public Health

Our world-renowned continuing education courses in occupational and

environmental health, led by Harvard School of Public Health faculty and

distinguished leaders in each field, offer up-to-the-minute, practical

training information to keep you abreast of advances in the areas of

industrial hygiene, indoor air quality, laboratory design, electric and

magnetic fields, nuclear safety, radiation protection and radiation waste

management, and environmental management. The Harvard School of Public

Health is the designated site of a National Institute for Occupational

Safety and Health (NIOSH) Education and Research Center (ERC) for

Occupational Safety and Health. ERC.
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I am looking for articles that describe methods to assess biomedical waste

technology. Any responses would be appreciated.

Thanks!

Sandra C. Fry

Biosafety Officer

BC Centre for Disease Control,

655 W. 12th Avenue

Vancouver, BC V5Z 4R4

phone: (604) 660 6167

pager: (604) 893 5737

fax:   (604) 660 6073
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PLEASE REMOVE MY NAME FROM YOUR MAILING

LIST!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

!!!!!!!

At 10:29 AM 7/9/98 EDT, you wrote:

>The Harvard School of Public Health is pleased to offer the following

>courses beginning  in August. Please register as early as possible to

>guarantee your space

>

>

>

>============================================================

>

>Certified Safety Professional (CSP) Review

>

>August 17-21, 1998      Fee: $1,095

>

>Course Directors:

>

>James H. Stewart, PhD, CIH, Instructor on Industrial Hygiene, Harvard

>School of Public Health

>

>Philip E. Goldsmith, ,MS, CSP, ARM, Managing Director, The Walden Group,

>Inc.

>

>A comprehensive review of safety for individuals preparing to take the

>Board of Certified Safety Professionals comprehensive practice

>examination. The curriculum covers topics found on the exam, with

>practice sessions and sample questions embedded throughout.  A session on

>test-taking techniques and a simulated certification exam familiarize

>participants with the exam process, timing, and scoring.  A computer lab

>is available for individual study. Special benefit: fee includes Datachem

>exam preparation software package.

>

>Credit offered: CEUs

>

>============================================================

>

>Comprehensive Industrial Hygiene Review

>

>August 24-28, 1998      Fee: $1,095

>

>Course Directors:

>

>James H. Stewart, PhD, CIH, Instructor on Industrial Hygiene, Harvard

>School of Public Health

>

>Robert F. Herrick, MS, SD, CIH, Lecturer on Industrial Hygiene, Harvard

>School of Public Health

>

>A comprehensive review of the field of industrial hygiene for individuals

>preparing to take the American Board of Industrial Hygiene comprehensive

>practice examination. The curriculum covers the topics found on the exam

>and includes problem sets and sessions on calculations and equations.

>Test-taking techniques and a simulated certification exam familiarize

>participants with the exam process, timing, and scoring. A computer lab

>is available for individual study. Special benefit:  fee includes

>Datachem exam preparation software package.

>

>Credit offered:  ABIH CM points, CEUs

>

>============================================================

>

>Fundamentals of Industrial Hygiene

>

>October 26-30, 1998     Fee: $1,095

>

>Course Directors:

>

>Melvin W. First, ScD, CIH, Professor of Environmental Health Engineering,

>Emeritus, Harvard School of Public Health

>

>William A. Burgess, MS, CIH, Associate Professor of Occupational Health

>Engineering, Emeritus, Harvard School of Public Health

>

>Recognized industry-wide, this course introduces the fundamentals of

>state-of-the-art industrial hygiene practice in a comprehensive fashion.

>Learn how the key concepts and principles of this profession are used to

>identify potential hazards associated with industrial processes, select

>methods for the assessment of exposure to hazards, evaluate the

>consequences of excessive exposure, and institute techniques for

>prevention and control of occupational disease. The curriculum provides a

>broad survey of the field and includes demonstrations of sampling and

>ventilation equipment.

>

>Credit offered: CME, MNA contact hours, CEUs

>

>

>

>============================================================

>

>All courses take place at the Harvard School of Public Health, Boston.

>

>============================================================

>

>For additional information:

>

>Tel: 617-432-1171

>

>Fax: 617-432-1969

>

>E-mail: contedu@sph.harvard.edu

>

>Harvard School of Public Health

>

>Center for Continuing Professional Education

>

>http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/ccpe

>

>============================================================

>

>

>

>Continuing Education at the Harvard School of Public Health

>

>Our world-renowned continuing education courses in occupational and

>environmental health, led by Harvard School of Public Health faculty and

>distinguished leaders in each field, offer up-to-the-minute, practical

>training information to keep you abreast of advances in the areas of

>industrial hygiene, indoor air quality, laboratory design, electric and

>magnetic fields, nuclear safety, radiation protection and radiation waste

>management, and environmental management. The Harvard School of Public

>Health is the designated site of a National Institute for Occupational

>Safety and Health (NIOSH) Education and Research Center (ERC) for

>Occupational Safety and Health. ERC.

>

>
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Date:         Thu, 9 Jul 1998 20:45:22 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Michelle DeStefano <destefam@CNYRC.ORG>

Subject:      RESEARCH TECH POSITION

Mime-Version: 1.0
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>Date: Thu, 09 Jul 1998 19:48:47

>To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>From: Michelle DeStefano <destefam@cnyrc.org>

>Subject: RESEARCH TECH POSITION

>

>>Dear Biosafety Colleagues,

>>

>>We currently have a grant-funded technical position available in our

research laboratory.  Please distribute this posting to anyone you think

might be interested and qualified. Please respond directly to me.  Thanks in

advance!

>>

>>RESEARCH TECHNICIAN

>>

>>Technician wanted to work on in vitro and in vivo (mouse model) analysis

of antimycobacterial compounds in a research laboratory setting.  Laboratory

is located in Syracuse, NY. Position is grant funded.  Skills needed

include: sterile technique, microbiological culturing, and small animal

skills. Mature attitude, strict adherence to protocol and attention to

detail necessary.   Training in BSL-3 techniques a plus. Bachelor's degree +

experience preferred. Please send a c.v., salary requirements and 3 letters

of recommendation to:

>>

>>Michelle DeStefano

>>CNY Research Corp

>>800 Irving Ave

>>Syracuse, NY 13210

>>

>>fax:  (315) 476-5348

>>e-mail: destefam@cnyrc.org

>>

>

Michelle DeStefano
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Date:         Fri, 10 Jul 1998 07:53:09 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Don Callihan <Don_Callihan@MS.BD.COM>

Subject:      Satellite Broadcast

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Don Callihan@BDX

07/10/98 07:53 AM

On July 23 from 2 to 4 pm, the CDC Public Health Training Network will

present a satellite broadcast of the program entitled, "Laboratory Risk

Assessment: Who, Why, and How".  I have been searching for a public site in

the  DC/Baltimore area that has satellite down-link capabilities.  It looks

to be a worthwhile presentation with some practical take home ideas that

should be valuable to all those who deal with biosafety issues.

Oddly enough, the people responsible for registration at the PHTN do not

maintain a list of sites.  If you are participating in this broadcast and

would like to let others know, please send an e-mail to my mailbox:

Don_Callihan@ms.bd.com by the end of the day on July 17 and I will

distribute the list via the Biosafety Discussion List.

If you need more information on the broadcast,  you can visit the Public

Health Training Network Web page www.cdc.gov/phtn.

Regards,

Don Callihan

Donald R. Callihan, Ph.D.

Senior Clinical Microbiologist and

     Biosafety Officer

Becton Dickinson MSC-982

P.O. Box 999

Sparks, MD 21152-0999

Phone: 410.773.6684

Fax: 410.773.6446

e-mail: Don_Callihan@ms.bd.com
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Date:         Fri, 10 Jul 1998 07:41:04 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Don Callihan <Don_Callihan@MS.BD.COM>

Subject:      Corynebacterium diphtheriae work

Mime-Version: 1.0
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Don Callihan@BDX

07/10/98 07:41 AM

BMBL3 recommends BSL2 containment for all work with C. diphtheriae.   Given

the issues with low vaccination and low revaccination rates among lower

socioeconimic groups in the US and other developed countries, does anyone

support the idea that "large" volume (I'll define as > 1 L) fermentation

should be handled using BSL3 containment.  I am concerned that a major

spill could aerosolize, colonize a vaccinated lab worker (who would be

protected from the effects of diphtheria toxin), and be introduced into a

"susceptible" community by a cough or sneeze in a public area (mall, movie

theater, airport).  This may seem far fetched but is certainly possible.

I'd especially appreciate the thoughts of those of us who may have

experience working with respiratory pathogens such as C. diphtheriae and

Bordetella pertussis.

Don Callihan

Donald R. Callihan, Ph.D.

Senior Clinical Microbiologist and

     Biosafety Officer

Becton Dickinson MSC-982

P.O. Box 999

Sparks, MD 21152-0999

Phone: 410.773.6684

Fax: 410.773.6446

e-mail: Don_Callihan@ms.bd.com
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Date:         Fri, 10 Jul 1998 12:26:58 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Carolyn Shoen <shoenc@VAX.CS.HSCSYR.EDU>

Subject:      Re: RESEARCH TECH POSITION

Mime-Version: 1.0
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Pick me, pick me!!!!!!

Carolyn

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 15 Jul 1998 09:17:31 +0200

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         HOUSEN Marnix <marnix.housen@JRC.IT>

Subject:      X.400 Inter-Personal Notification

Your message to:

was discarded for the following reason:

The Original Message is not available
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Date:         Thu, 16 Jul 1998 12:58:44 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Melinda Young <biosafe@U.WASHINGTON.EDU>

Subject:      Laboratory Risk Assessment What Why & How-viewing in Seattle

In-Reply-To:  <3.0.5.32.19971030164401.00854730@msu.edu>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

For those of you in Seattle who would like to view this Public Health

Training Network Satellite Boradcast-I have just made

arrangements for a downlink on the UW campus.

The broadcast is July 23rd 11-1pm PDT.

Please e-mail me directly at biosafe@u.washington.edu for details.  We

have seating for about 40+ people.

Melinda Young

______________________________________________________________________________

Melinda Young, CBSP                     University of Washington

Biosafety Supervisor                    Environmental Health and Safety

Prevention and Assessment Office        Box 354400

biosafe@u.washington.edu                Seattle, WA 98195-4400

Voice Mail (206)543-7278

Fax        (206)616-3360

Phone      (206)543-9510

Office: Rm 411 of Hall Health Center     my schedule 7:45-4:45

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 16 Jul 1998 17:03:52 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Laboratory Risk Assessment What Why & How-viewing in Seattle

In-Reply-To:  <Pine.A41.3.95b.980716124826.103944A-100000@homer15.u.washington.edu>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Does anybody know a way we could get a tape of this broadcast?

Bob

>For those of you in Seattle who would like to view this Public Health

>Training Network Satellite Boradcast-I have just made

>arrangements for a downlink on the UW campus.

>

>The broadcast is July 23rd 11-1pm PDT.

>

>Please e-mail me directly at biosafe@u.washington.edu for details.  We

>have seating for about 40+ people.

>

>Melinda Young

>______________________________________________________________________________

>

>Melinda Young, CBSP                     University of Washington

>Biosafety Supervisor                    Environmental Health and Safety

>Prevention and Assessment Office        Box 354400

>biosafe@u.washington.edu                Seattle, WA 98195-4400

>

>Voice Mail (206)543-7278

>Fax        (206)616-3360

>Phone      (206)543-9510

>

>Office: Rm 411 of Hall Health Center     my schedule 7:45-4:45

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety
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Date:         Thu, 16 Jul 1998 14:13:42 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Funk, Glenn" <GLENNF@EHSMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Laboratory Risk Assessment What Why & How-viewing in Seattle

MIME-Version: 1.0
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Me too, me too!!!

-- Glenn

-----------------------------------------------

Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D., CBSP

Biosafety Officer

U.C. San Francisco

415-476-2097   fax 415-476-0581

glennf@ehsmail.ucsf.edu

-----Original Message-----

From: Robert N. Latsch [mailto:rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU]

Sent: Thursday, July 16, 1998 3:04 PM

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject: Re: Laboratory Risk Assessment What Why & How-viewing in

Seattle

Does anybody know a way we could get a tape of this broadcast?

Bob

>For those of you in Seattle who would like to view this Public Health

>Training Network Satellite Boradcast-I have just made

>arrangements for a downlink on the UW campus.

>

>The broadcast is July 23rd 11-1pm PDT.

>

>Please e-mail me directly at biosafe@u.washington.edu for details.  We

>have seating for about 40+ people.

>

>Melinda Young

>_______________________________________________________________________

_______

>

>Melinda Young, CBSP                     University of Washington

>Biosafety Supervisor                    Environmental Health and Safety

>Prevention and Assessment Office        Box 354400

>biosafe@u.washington.edu                Seattle, WA 98195-4400

>

>Voice Mail (206)543-7278

>Fax        (206)616-3360

>Phone      (206)543-9510

>

>Office: Rm 411 of Hall Health Center     my schedule 7:45-4:45

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental

Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental

Safety

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 16 Jul 1998 16:53:08 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Michael R. Betlach" <MBetlach@PROMEGA.COM>

Subject:      Re: Laboratory Risk Assessment What Why & How-viewing in Seattle

MIME-Version: 1.0
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It is my understanding that CDC through PHTN intends to make tapes available

after the broadcast. A group here at Promega will be viewing the broadcast,

as will a group at UW-Madison. At Promega, we intend to videotape for later

use--but please check with CDC and the training network first. We're not

equipped to duplicate tapes even if the material is public domain.

Michael Betlach

mbetlach@promega.com

(608) 274-1181, Ext. 1270

> -----Original Message-----

> From: Funk, Glenn [SMTP:GLENNF@EHSMAIL.UCSF.EDU]

> Sent: Thursday, July 16, 1998 4:14 PM

> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:      Re: Laboratory Risk Assessment What Why & How-viewing in

> Seattle

>

> Me too, me too!!!

>

> -- Glenn

>

> -----------------------------------------------

> Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D., CBSP

> Biosafety Officer

> U.C. San Francisco

> 415-476-2097   fax 415-476-0581

> glennf@ehsmail.ucsf.edu

>

>

> -----Original Message-----

> From: Robert N. Latsch [mailto:rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU]

> Sent: Thursday, July 16, 1998 3:04 PM

> To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject: Re: Laboratory Risk Assessment What Why & How-viewing in

> Seattle

>

>

> Does anybody know a way we could get a tape of this broadcast?

>

> Bob

>

> >For those of you in Seattle who would like to view this Public Health

> >Training Network Satellite Boradcast-I have just made

> >arrangements for a downlink on the UW campus.

> >

> >The broadcast is July 23rd 11-1pm PDT.

> >

> >Please e-mail me directly at biosafe@u.washington.edu for details.  We

> >have seating for about 40+ people.

> >

> >Melinda Young

> >_______________________________________________________________________

> _______

> >

> >Melinda Young, CBSP                     University of Washington

> >Biosafety Supervisor                    Environmental Health and Safety

> >Prevention and Assessment Office        Box 354400

> >biosafe@u.washington.edu                Seattle, WA 98195-4400

> >

> >Voice Mail (206)543-7278

> >Fax        (206)616-3360

> >Phone      (206)543-9510

> >

> >Office: Rm 411 of Hall Health Center     my schedule 7:45-4:45

>

>

>                  ________________________________________________

> __           / _______________________________________________

> _  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental

> Safety

>    \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

>      \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

>        \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental

> Safety
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Date:         Fri, 17 Jul 1998 07:45:41 -0400

Reply-To:     kflaniga@bangate.fda.gov

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Karen Flanigan <kflaniga@BANGATE.FDA.GOV>

Subject:      lab risk assessment downlink

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Information on this program (broadcast 7/22/98 at 2:00-4:00 EDT) can be found

at http://www.cdc.gov/od/ohs/labsat/summary.  According to the information at

this site, this program is sponsored by the National Laboratory Training

Network, and the downlink is free with the link info given at this site.   A

technical assistance # is (800)728-8232.   It also says that all VA hospitals

will receive this program.

The National Laboratory Training Network Office can be reached at

1-800-536-NLTN.  they will videotape this program an it will be available for

loan from the NLTN, and can be copied from their tape if you choose.

Karen Flanigan MS,CIH, CSP

Industrial Hygienist

FDA Safety Staff

5630 Fishers Lane, HF-34, Rockville, MD 20857

E-mail: KFlaniga@Bangate.FDA.Gov

phone(301)827-1014  fax(301)827-1018
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Date:         Fri, 17 Jul 1998 08:11:31 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Scott Alderman <alder002@MC.DUKE.EDU>

Subject:      Lab Risk Assessment

Mime-Version: 1.0
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Duke University has arranged to receive the downlink from 2-4pm on the

23rd.   All those who are interested are welcome to attend.  We can seat

approximately 100 people.  The program will be viewed in Duke Hospital

North #2001.

Give me a call for directions.

Scott Alderman

Duke University

Occupational and Environmental Safety

(919) 684-8822

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 17 Jul 1998 15:53:37 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Don Callihan <Don_Callihan@MS.BD.COM>

Subject:      Risk Assessment Satellite Broadcast Sites
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Don Callihan@BDX

07/17/98 03:53 PM

               Laboratory Risk Assessment--What, Why and How

           Risk Assessment in the Infectious Disease Laboratory

                         PHTN Satellite Broadcast

                          Thursday, July 23, 1998

                           2:00 to 4:00 PM (EDT)

Dear "Biosafty" Discussion Participants:

I received several responses to my request for sites offering this program.

Thanks to everyone who replied.

If anyone else will be broadcasting this program, please send that

information directly to the listserv administrator (biosafty@mitvma.mit.edu

) for general distribution.

Regards,

Don Callihan

==================================================================

General Comment:

Information on this program (broadcast 7/22/98 at 2:00-4:00 EDT) can be

found

at http://www.cdc.gov/od/ohs/labsat/summary.  According to the information

at

this site, this program is sponsored by the National Laboratory Training

Network, and the downlink is free with the link info given at this site.

A

technical assistance # is (800)728-8232.   It also says that all VA

hospitals

will receive this program.

The National Laboratory Training Network Office can be reached at

1-800-536-NLTN.  they will videotape this program an it will be available

for

loan from the NLTN, and can be copied from their tape if you choose.

By:

Karen Flanigan MS,CIH, CSP

Industrial Hygienist

FDA Safety Staff

5630 Fishers Lane, HF-34, Rockville, MD 20857

E-mail: KFlaniga@Bangate.FDA.Gov

phone(301)827-1014  fax(301)827-1018

===========================================

Sites replying:

(1)

Duke University has arranged to receive the downlink from 2-4pm on the

23rd.   All those who are interested are welcome to attend.  We can seat

approximately 100 people.  The program will be viewed in Duke Hospital

North #2001.

Contact:

Scott Alderman

Duke University

Occupational and Environmental Safety

(919) 684-8822

(2)

Our lab will be tuning in the PHTN satellite broadcast of risk assessment

in the infectious disease laboratory (July 23).  We're located in Logan, UT

which is pretty much off the beaten track; I'm pretty sure there are a

couple of other places in town that will also be pulling in the broadcast

(hospital, university).  Our street address is 1150 East 1400 North; the

phone number is below.

Contact:

Terrie Wierenga, CDSO, LRPO

USDA-ARS Poisonous Plant Research Lab, Logan, Utah

v:  (435) 752-2941    f:  (435) 753-5681

e:  terrie@cc.usu.edu

(3)

July 23, 1998  2-4 PM

Reunion Auditorium

John Morgan Building

3620 Hamilton Walk

University of Pennsylvania Medical School, Philadelphia, PA.

Contact:

Harriet Izenberg

Biosafety Officer

Environmental Health and Radiation Safety

University of Pennsylvania

215-898-4453 (PHONE)

215-898-0767 (FAX)

e-mail: harriet@ehrs.upenn.edu

(4)

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 8 Jul 1998 11:28:51 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Patty Olinger <PLOLINGE@AM.PNU.COM>

Subject:      Ecoli infections

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Does anyone have the particulars on the Ecoli infections that occurred in

Atlanta.

If you do please share.

Thanks,  Patty Olinger

Pharmacia & Upjohn

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 20 Jul 1998 14:18:58 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Gill Norton <gmnorton@JULIAN.UWO.CA>

Organization: University of Western Ontario

Subject:      Risk assessment broadcast

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

I would like to obtain a tape of the CDC Risk Assessment broadcast but

cannot use the 1-800 number for the National Laboratory Training Network

from Canada. Can someone give me their regular number or suggest another

way for me to get a tape. ( There are no statellite receiving facilities

in my area either- is this the boonies or what!) Gillian

--

------------------------------------------------------------------

Gillian Norton

Biosafety Officer

The University of Western Ontario

Occupational Health and Safety

Somerville House, Rm 2345

Phone: (519)661-2036

FAX:   (519)661-3420

-------------------------------------------------------------------

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 20 Jul 1998 16:09:13 -0400

Reply-To:     kflaniga@bangate.fda.gov

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Karen Flanigan <kflaniga@BANGATE.FDA.GOV>

Subject:      Re: Risk assessment broadcast

MIME-Version: 1.0
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The NLTN states that the 1-800-536-nltn will automatically connect you with

teh office serving your state.  Since Canada is not listed, try the Pacific

Office at 510-540-2335 (California Dept of Health Services).  You can join an

audio bridge during the broadcast by calling (404)639-7550 for technical

assistance.

Karen Flanigan CIH, CSP

Industrial Hygienist

FDA Safety Staff

5630 Fishers Lane, HF-34, Rockville, MD 20857

E-mail: KFlaniga@Bangate.FDA.Gov

phone(301)827-1014  fax(301)827-1018

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - Original Message - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

I would like to obtain a tape of the CDC Risk Assessment broadcast but

cannot use the 1-800 number for the National Laboratory Training Network

from Canada. Can someone give me their regular number or suggest another

way for me to get a tape. ( There are no statellite receiving facilities

in my area either- is this the boonies or what!) Gillian
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Date:         Tue, 21 Jul 1998 08:41:51 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         saftpak <saftpak@COMPUSMART.AB.CA>

Subject:      biosafety professional in the New York City area

MIME-Version: 1.0
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Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

I was just wondering if there would be biosafety professional in the New =

York City area who would be willing to speak with a group of fire =

fighters and emergency response professionals for about an hour sometime =

in late September (dates have not been confirmed yet).

=20

Occassionally firefighters must deal with transport incidents involving =

leaking packages of infectious substances and biohazardous material. =

Saf-T-Pak will be offering a training seminar on shipping, marking, and =

labeling requirements for these dangerous goods. However, it might be =

beneficial to have a biosafety professional on hand to discuss initial =

response procedures including containment and possible clean up.

If there is anyone interested please contact me directly by phone =

(1-800-814-7484) or email at saftpak@compuserve.com. I'm sure we could =

work out some kind of compensation arrangement.

Eric Cook

Biological Technical Specialist

Saf-T-Pak, Inc.
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Date:         Tue, 21 Jul 1998 11:01:41 EDT

Reply-To:     Karen=B.=Byers%SS%DFCI@EYE.DFCI.HARVARD.EDU

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Karen B. Byers" <Karen=B.=Byers%SS%DFCI@EYE.DFCI.HARVARD.EDU>

Subject:      HIV PEP

MIME-Version: 1.0
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"Guidelines for the Management of Health-Care Worker Exposure to HIV and

Recomendations for Postexposure Prophylaxis", which updates and replaces

previous advice on the subject, came out as a special report, MMWR RR-7, in

5/98.

If you need a copy to send to your Occupational Health Services Division, it

is available through the CDC National Prevention Information Network FAX

Information service at 1-800-458-5231. Follow the prompts and request

document #3003. All 39 pages will be faxed back to you!
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Date:         Thu, 23 Jul 1998 08:44:48 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Michele Crase <E00MMC1@WPO.CSO.NIU.EDU>

Subject:      Clinic Ventilation and HEPA filters

Hi everyone,

I hope you are keeping "cool".

My question is about HEPA filter use in HVAC systems.  Our University

Health Clinic was able (about 5 years ago) to talk our Architects into

putting a HEPA in the HVAC system from clinic treatment rooms.  They

see the standard patients, no TB clinic, no HIV/AIDs clinic, just your

standard colds, flus, STD's etc.  Their justification at the time was

the pending T.B. Standard and the perception that some of our student

population comes from TB endemic regions.  We do not have an increase

incidence of TB  on campus when compared to our region.

  I believe this is a bit of overkill.  A standard ASHRE 80-85% should

be sufficient.  What I am looking for is 1.  do you agree with me?

and  2.  What technical info can I use to back up my position?  I

appreciate any help you can give.

Thanks

Michele Crase CLS (ASCP)

Biosafety Specialist

Environmental Health and Safety

Northern Illinois Univeristy

DeKalb IL

mcrase@niu.edu

815.753.9251
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Date:         Fri, 24 Jul 1998 13:58:10 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Lindsey Kayman <kayman@UMDNJ.EDU>

Subject:      child family members of people working with vaccinia
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Hello,

We are about to start injecting mice with vaccinia.  We are developing

training materials for the Animal Handlers who will have really minimal

contact with the potentially infectious material  One of the cited

restrictions for being vaccinated and/or  working with vaccinia is having a

household contact who is a young child.  Does anyone know exactly what age

range this restriction should apply to?

Thanks very much for your assistance!!

Lindsey Kayman

UMDNJ- Campus Safety Manager

phone:  732-235-4058

fax:  732-235-5270

e-mail:  kayman@umdnj.edu
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Date:         Fri, 24 Jul 1998 12:55:40 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Cheri Marcham <Cheryl-Marcham@OUHSC.EDU>

Subject:      ABSA Fall Conference

MIME-Version: 1.0
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I just checked the ABSA web page and there is no information regarding

the Fall Conference.  Does anyone have any information, other than what

is in the June 1998 newsletter, regarding the scheduled technical

presentations?

Thanks!

Cheri Marcham

cheri-marcham@ouhsc.edu
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Date:         Fri, 24 Jul 1998 12:26:08 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Angela Larsen <angela@OREGON.UOREGON.EDU>

Subject:      Herpes LP (TK-) virus strain
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Hello,

I have a researcher here who is going to be working with the herpes LP

(TK-) virus strain.  I need information on the BSL required and any other

safety issues involved with this agent.  Any information would be greatly

appreciated.  Thanks in advance.

Angela Larsen

Lab Safety Specialist

Environmental Health and Safety

University of Oregon

Eugene, Oregon
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Date:         Fri, 24 Jul 1998 15:43:37 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Erik Talley <erik@CEHS.SIU.EDU>

Subject:      FW: Bloodborne Pathogens
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I have a director of a department who hires a large number of employees

for a short period of time (3 months or less) for summer camp. The

employees have been determined to have a potential for exposure to

bloodborne pathogens and therefore require the Hep B Vaccination (unless

denied by the employee). I have read the OSHA interpretation of

1910.1030 as it applies to employees of summer camps.

The question he has is if he can require applicants to be immunized to

qualify for the position. I can easily find in the regs statements about

offering employees the vaccination free of charge. I can't find anything

about his question of pre-employment requirements, although I don't

believe you can require it as a condition of application. Does anyone

know of an interpretation discussing this or is it just common sense or

am I wrong? Any help would be greatly appreciated.

Thanks,

Erik

-----Original Message-----

Sent: Friday, July 24, 1998 11:27 AM

To: erik@cehs.siu.edu

Subject: Bloodborne Pathogens

 Erik; thank you for your efforts in attempting to clarify our Hepatitis

B

Vaccination situation. While I understand that the standard states that

the

vaccination must be offered free of charge, I assume that this would

apply

to current employees not prospective employees. I still hold the

perspective

that we should be able to require it as pre-conditional to employment.

If we

can require physicals and TB tests as preconditions to employment, why

is a

hepatitis B vaccination different?

 On another note, would you share your perspective of whether our

Exposure

Control Plan should be freestanding or be included in PSO's. I can see

it

going either way. Either way that it goes I would appreciate your

assistance

in developing our plan. Have a good weekend. Thank you. Skip
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Date:         Fri, 24 Jul 1998 17:06:02 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: FW: Bloodborne Pathogens

In-Reply-To:  <A1BDB36E58BDD111860200A0C9AB25C103BCAF@s002.cehs.siu.edu>
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Check the preamble to the standard.  I think that it is in there.  However

this is what qualifies as prescreening.  Not allowed.

Hope this helps.

Bob

>I have a director of a department who hires a large number of employees

>for a short period of time (3 months or less) for summer camp. The

>employees have been determined to have a potential for exposure to

>bloodborne pathogens and therefore require the Hep B Vaccination (unless

>denied by the employee). I have read the OSHA interpretation of

>1910.1030 as it applies to employees of summer camps.

>

>The question he has is if he can require applicants to be immunized to

>qualify for the position. I can easily find in the regs statements about

>offering employees the vaccination free of charge. I can't find anything

>about his question of pre-employment requirements, although I don't

>believe you can require it as a condition of application. Does anyone

>know of an interpretation discussing this or is it just common sense or

>am I wrong? Any help would be greatly appreciated.

>

>Thanks,

>

>Erik

>

>-----Original Message-----

>Sent: Friday, July 24, 1998 11:27 AM

>To: erik@cehs.siu.edu

>Subject: Bloodborne Pathogens

>

>

> Erik; thank you for your efforts in attempting to clarify our Hepatitis

>B

>Vaccination situation. While I understand that the standard states that

>the

>vaccination must be offered free of charge, I assume that this would

>apply

>to current employees not prospective employees. I still hold the

>perspective

>that we should be able to require it as pre-conditional to employment.

>If we

>can require physicals and TB tests as preconditions to employment, why

>is a

>hepatitis B vaccination different?

> On another note, would you share your perspective of whether our

>Exposure

>Control Plan should be freestanding or be included in PSO's. I can see

>it

>going either way. Either way that it goes I would appreciate your

>assistance

>in developing our plan. Have a good weekend. Thank you. Skip

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety
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Date:         Wed, 29 Jul 1998 15:13:22 -0400

Reply-To:     John Bristol <john_bristol@eri.eisai.com>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         John Bristol <john_bristol@ERI.EISAI.COM>

Subject:      Biosafety training
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Hi all,

I am interested in sending some of our compliance officers to a day or two =

course on "Biosafety 101".  Does anyone in the New England area offer such =

a course?

Sincerely,

John Bristol

Manager, EH&S

Eisai Research Institute

Andover, MA

john_bristol@eisai.com
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Date:         Thu, 30 Jul 1998 08:33:19 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Yuelian Shen <yshen@ADMIN.FSU.EDU>

Subject:      OSHA Regs on human cell line
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Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

     Hi, I wonder what is the regulations in your institute on human cell

     lines?  Do you require OSHA Bloodbone Pathogen training for all the

     researchers whose research involve in using human cell lines?  Do you

     require them to approve their human cell lines are free of HIV and HBV

     infections in order to be exempt from OSHA's regs?  If you do where do

     you have the test done?  I appreciate any suggestion.  Thank you.

     yuelian shen

     biosafety coordinator

     Florida State University

     e-mail: yshen@www.fsu.edu

     phone:  850-644-5374

     fax:    850-644-8842

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 30 Jul 1998 09:45:58 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Yuelian Shen <yshen@ADMIN.FSU.EDU>

Subject:      No subject given

MIME-Version: 1.0
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Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

     Hi, I wonder what is the regulations in your institute on human cell

     lines?  Do you require OSHA Bloodbone Pathogen training for all the

     researchers whose research involve in using human cell lines?  Do you

     require them to approve their human cell lines are free of HIV and HBV

     infections in order to be exempt from OSHA's regs?  If you do where do

     you have the test done?  I appreciate any suggestion.  Thank you.

     yuelian shen

     biosafety coordinator

     Florida State University

     e-mail: yshen@admin.fsu.edu

     phone:  850-644-5374

     fax:    850-644-8842

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 30 Jul 1998 10:06:17 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         FRANCIS COLE <FCOLE@OCHSNER.ORG>

Subject:      OSHA Regs on human cell line -Reply

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

I think BL2...Universal precautions with any human derived materials.  In

my opinion all are potentially infective until proven otherwise and the

proof is not possible until too late.  My opinion.  Francis

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 30 Jul 1998 10:17:46 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Michele Crase <E00MMC1@WPO.CSO.NIU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: OSHA Regs on human cell line -Reply

I have to agree that BL2 is in order.  All human tissue, tested or not

should be treated the same.

Michele Crase CLS (ASCP)

Biosafety Specialist

Environmental Health and Safety

Northern Illinois Univeristy

DeKalb IL 60115

mcrase@niu.edu

815.753.9251
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Date:         Thu, 30 Jul 1998 08:29:19 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Funk, Glenn" <GLENNF@EHSMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: OSHA Regs on human cell line

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

ASt UCSF, we take a conservative line and extend the Bloodborne

Pathogens standard to include all cell lines of human origin, even those

that are well-established, like HeLa and Hep-2.  This means that we will

require that these cells be handled under BSL2 containment conditions

and that the PI meet the requirements of the BBP standard (hepatitis B

vaccination and post-exposure treatment for all at-risk staff at no

cost, annual training, continuous use of universal precautions, and so

on).  In addition, testing the cell line for HIV and HBV will not exempt

the line from the requirements of the BBP standard because that testing

ignores the many other potential BBPs that might be encountered.  One

example of why we're conservative is the fairly recent isolation of

HHV-8, the human herpesvirus associated with Kaposi's sarcoma in AIDS

patients, from a so-called "established, immortalized cell line".  I

suspect we will continue to discover viruses in familiar cells that we

simply haven't known how to induce or derepress in the past.  You just

never know ...

-----------------------------------------------

Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D., CBSP

Biosafety Officer

U.C. San Francisco

415-476-2097   fax 415-476-0581

glennf@ehsmail.ucsf.edu

-----Original Message-----

From: Yuelian Shen [mailto:yshen@ADMIN.FSU.EDU]

Sent: Thursday, July 30, 1998 6:33 AM

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject: OSHA Regs on human cell line

     Hi, I wonder what is the regulations in your institute on human

cell

     lines?  Do you require OSHA Bloodbone Pathogen training for all the

     researchers whose research involve in using human cell lines?  Do

you

     require them to approve their human cell lines are free of HIV and

HBV

     infections in order to be exempt from OSHA's regs?  If you do where

do

     you have the test done?  I appreciate any suggestion.  Thank you.

     yuelian shen

     biosafety coordinator

     Florida State University

     e-mail: yshen@www.fsu.edu

     phone:  850-644-5374

     fax:    850-644-8842
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Date:         Thu, 30 Jul 1998 10:23:38 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         FRANCIS COLE <FCOLE@OCHSNER.ORG>

Subject:      No subject given -Reply

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

In my opinion you should go with OSHA BBP training, it is painless, on

films or computer based tutorials, and I think cover-all and necessary

precaution.  In my opinion it not be worth it to try to get around or prove

the necessity (by testing cultures for HIV or HBV) of Universal

Precautions and appropriate training of personnel.  HBV vaccination

should also be offered to and  provided for lab personnel.  Precautions

are well described in CDC/NIH Biosafety in Microbiological and Biomedical

Laboratories 2nd Edition May 1988.  , HHS Publication No.(NIH)88-8395.

For sale by the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing

Office, Washington, D.C. 20402.  Francis
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Date:         Thu, 30 Jul 1998 11:07:51 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Joseph H. Coggin Jr." <jcoggin@JAGUAR1.USOUTHAL.EDU>

Subject:      Re: OSHA Regs on human cell line -Reply

In-Reply-To:  <s5c045a7.007@ochsner.org>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

Francis:  You are most correct.  When OSHA first published the BBP

Standard an OSHA "Intern" [I deny any sexual contact with her] reportedly

prepared a "definition statement" on this issue and, as a represenative of

ABSA, I finally got a copy on OSHA's decision about human cells and

cultures.  The wording was quite awful and made no sense.  ABSA, through

several of us involved, pointed up the errors and non-sense in the

wording and months later we "coerced" a correct definition which we

published some where in ABSA writings at the time.  Basically it said

human tissues and cell lines were BSL-2 biohazards and must be treated as

such.  It did "license" a qualified, highly informed institution's

biosafety person [I recall vaguely it implied a RBP] could down grade a

well characterized human cell line for BSL-1 handling or GSLP IF it was

exhaustively characterized for BBPs by sophisticated Mole techniques and

was sequestered in all future handlings to insure its "purity" and lack

of biohazardous agents and microbes.

Several labs which make tissue culture media in MD and Washington Area

will screen cell lines for BBP especially HIV 1&2 or some hepatitis

viruses, but as Francis said, they take the responsibility for any

errors.  Since BSL-2 is basic good cell culture technique and we all want

our cell stocks free of lab contaminants just do the work as BSL-2 and

assume HIV and hepatitis viruses are present.

That's my advice!

Joe Coggin

On Thu, 30 Jul 1998, FRANCIS COLE wrote:

> I think BL2...Universal precautions with any human derived materials.  In

> my opinion all are potentially infective until proven otherwise and the

> proof is not possible until too late.  My opinion.  Francis

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 30 Jul 1998 11:51:19 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         FRANCIS COLE <FCOLE@OCHSNER.ORG>

Subject:      Re: OSHA Regs on human cell line -Reply -Reply

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Joe, Thanks for the support, I just feel its always better to be safe than

sorry handling anything in any lab and that Universal Precautions and

HBV vaccines are less onerous requirements than trying to avoid them.

How do you prove that something derived from humans is not infective to

other humans...in a cost effective and safe manner?   Even though I am a

Democrat and a card carrying ACLU member with an attorney for a wife,

I cannot see how trying to get around things has served our President or

his fans (those that remain unabashedly so) well.  Francis
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Date:         Thu, 30 Jul 1998 08:49:25 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Wilde, Dave {USA~Palo Alto}" <DAVE.WILDE@ROCHE.COM>

Subject:      Re: No subject given

MIME-version: 1.0
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Yuelian,

At Roche Bioscience we consider human cell lines to be covered under the

standard and do not attempt to demonstrate that they are free of

pathogens.

David Wilde

Roche Bioscience

Palo Alto, CA

dave.wilde@roche.com

(650) 496-6760

> -----Original Message-----

> From: Yuelian Shen [SMTP:yshen@ADMIN.FSU.EDU]

> Sent: Thursday, July 30, 1998 7:46 AM

> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:      No subject given

>

>      Hi, I wonder what is the regulations in your institute on human

> cell

>      lines?  Do you require OSHA Bloodbone Pathogen training for all

> the

>      researchers whose research involve in using human cell lines?  Do

> you

>      require them to approve their human cell lines are free of HIV

> and HBV

>      infections in order to be exempt from OSHA's regs?  If you do

> where do

>      you have the test done?  I appreciate any suggestion.  Thank you.

>

>      yuelian shen

>      biosafety coordinator

>      Florida State University

>      e-mail: yshen@admin.fsu.edu

>      phone:  850-644-5374

>      fax:    850-644-8842
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Date:         Thu, 30 Jul 1998 10:16:57 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Karen Ruhl <karenr@CHUGAIBIO.COM>

Subject:      international SHIPPING CLASSIFICATIONS

Mime-Version: 1.0
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Any suggestions on how to classify inactivated HIV samples for shipment to

Japan and the EU?

Log kill on the samples is at least 10E6, ~ 500 iu.

Any suggestions on who is the "guru" on international shipping

classifications for biosamples out there?

Thanks.

Karen
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Date:         Thu, 30 Jul 1998 13:25:42 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: OSHA Regs on human cell line

In-Reply-To:  <9807309018.AA901801952@admin.fsu.edu>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Any human cell line is a bloodborne pathogen unless the originator of the

cell line will provide documentation to the researcher that the cell line

is free of HIV, HBV and any other bloodborne pathogen.  This is what is

spelled out in an OSHA intrepretative letter.

The reality is that nobody in their right mind will give such a garantee.

So all human cell lines are covered by the standard.

Hope this helps.

Bob

>

  Hi, I wonder what is the regulations in your institute on human cell

>     lines?  Do you require OSHA Bloodbone Pathogen training for all the

>     researchers whose research involve in using human cell lines?  Do you

>     require them to approve their human cell lines are free of HIV and HBV

>     infections in order to be exempt from OSHA's regs?  If you do where do

>     you have the test done?  I appreciate any suggestion.  Thank you.

>

>     yuelian shen

>     biosafety coordinator

>     Florida State University

>     e-mail: yshen@www.fsu.edu

>     phone:  850-644-5374

>     fax:    850-644-8842

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Teri E. Lassiter" <lassiter@UMDNJ.EDU>

Organization: UMDNJ-NJDS

Subject:      Re: international SHIPPING CLASSIFICATIONS
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Karen Ruhl wrote:

> Any suggestions on how to classify inactivated HIV samples for shipment to

> Japan and the EU?

> Log kill on the samples is at least 10E6, ~ 500 iu.

>

> Any suggestions on who is the "guru" on international shipping

> classifications for biosamples out there?

>

> Thanks.

>

> Karen
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Date:         Thu, 30 Jul 1998 13:09:10 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Joseph H. Coggin Jr." <jcoggin@JAGUAR1.USOUTHAL.EDU>

Subject:      Re: OSHA Regs on human cell line -Reply -Reply

In-Reply-To:  <s5c05e46.044@ochsner.org>

MIME-Version: 1.0
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Francis:  I too am a card carrying Democrat and frankly like Mr.

Clinton's job performance.  I hate that we have wasted 40-60 million on

something like this Starr fisaco.  Bill C's private life is acceptable to

Mrs. Clinton and he does his mischief in private if indeed he is guilty

which I doubt frankly.

My e mail indicated you didn't get my message, but I am glad to see you

did.

Best Wishes.  Joe Coggin

On Thu, 30 Jul 1998, FRANCIS COLE wrote:

> Joe, Thanks for the support, I just feel its always better to be safe than

> sorry handling anything in any lab and that Universal Precautions and

> HBV vaccines are less onerous requirements than trying to avoid them.

> How do you prove that something derived from humans is not infective to

> other humans...in a cost effective and safe manner?   Even though I am a

> Democrat and a card carrying ACLU member with an attorney for a wife,

> I cannot see how trying to get around things has served our President or

> his fans (those that remain unabashedly so) well.  Francis

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 30 Jul 1998 14:51:49 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Jairo Betancourt <jairob@MIAMI.EDU>

Subject:      Re: international SHIPPING CLASSIFICATIONS

MIME-version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1"

Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit

What do you mean with inactivated HIV? If it is potentially infectious,

meaning it can be "activated" during its shipment, it should be considered

Infectious Substances under the IATA DGR (Division 6.2) and shipped

accordingly. Thank you

-----Original Message-----

From: Karen Ruhl <karenr@CHUGAIBIO.COM>

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Date: Thursday, July 30, 1998 1:25 PM

Subject: international SHIPPING CLASSIFICATIONS

>Any suggestions on how to classify inactivated HIV samples for shipment to

>Japan and the EU?

>Log kill on the samples is at least 10E6, ~ 500 iu.

>

>Any suggestions on who is the "guru" on international shipping

>classifications for biosamples out there?

>

>Thanks.

>

>Karen

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 30 Jul 1998 13:45:34 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         FRANCIS COLE <FCOLE@OCHSNER.ORG>

Subject:      Re: OSHA Regs on human cell line -Reply -Reply -Reply

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Joe, same with me, my E-mail says my response did not go thru...but you

got it.  Did it go into the celestial ether to be retrieved by interested

parties?  Very curious, I suspect a government conspiracy.  Ditto Bill and

Hilary, but my wife the lawyer says that it could be bad if the Grand Jury

also asks about Paula so bad that he's got to fess up on Monica and lie

about Paula.  Go figure.  Nobody really cares about this but the stock

market which I figure pressured Starr into granting transactional immunity

to Monica and cutting a deal with Clinton on the subpoena when the

market fell 200+ pts on Fri. last.  Wall St. can't take a joke.  See you in Fla.

at ABSA?  Best wishes. Francis

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 30 Jul 1998 19:45:30 -0400

Reply-To:     grobertson@erols.com

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "George A. Robertson" <grobertson@EROLS.COM>

Subject:      Re: OSHA Regs on human cell line -Reply -Reply

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: multipart/alternative;

              boundary="----=_NextPart_000_01BDBBF2.9BA985E0"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

This is a multi-part message in MIME format.

------=_NextPart_000_01BDBBF2.9BA985E0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=ISO-8859-1

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Please keep your private conversations off of the net.

Thanks

----------

> From: Joseph H. Coggin Jr. <jcoggin@JAGUAR1.USOUTHAL.EDU>

> To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject: Re: OSHA Regs on human cell line -Reply -Reply

> Date: Thursday, July 30, 1998 2:09 PM

>

> Francis:  I too am a card carrying Democrat and frankly like Mr.

> Clinton's job performance.  I hate that we have wasted 40-60 million on

> something like this Starr fisaco.  Bill C's private life is acceptable to

> Mrs. Clinton and he does his mischief in private if indeed he is guilty

> which I doubt frankly.

>

> My e mail indicated you didn't get my message, but I am glad to see you

> did.

>

> Best Wishes.  Joe Coggin

>

> On Thu, 30 Jul 1998, FRANCIS COLE wrote:

>

> > Joe, Thanks for the support, I just feel its always better to be safe

than

> > sorry handling anything in any lab and that Universal Precautions and

> > HBV vaccines are less onerous requirements than trying to avoid them.

> > How do you prove that something derived from humans is not infective to

> > other humans...in a cost effective and safe manner?   Even though I am

a

> > Democrat and a card carrying ACLU member with an attorney for a wife,

> > I cannot see how trying to get around things has served our President

or

> > his fans (those that remain unabashedly so) well.  Francis

> >

------=_NextPart_000_01BDBBF2.9BA985E0

Content-Type: text/html; charset=ISO-8859-1

Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

<html><head></head><BODY bgcolor=3D"#FFFFFF"><p><font size=3D2 =

color=3D"#000000" face=3D"Arial">Please keep your private conversations =

off of the net.<br><br>Thanks<br><br>----------<br>&gt; From: Joseph H. =

Coggin Jr. &lt;<font =

color=3D"#0000FF"><u>jcoggin@JAGUAR1.USOUTHAL.EDU</u><font =

color=3D"#000000">&gt;<br>&gt; To: <font =

color=3D"#0000FF"><u>BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU</u><font =

color=3D"#000000"><br>&gt; Subject: Re: OSHA Regs on human cell line =

-Reply -Reply<br>&gt; Date: Thursday, July 30, 1998 2:09 PM<br>&gt; =

<br>&gt; Francis: &nbsp;I too am a card carrying Democrat and frankly =

like Mr.<br>&gt; Clinton's job performance. &nbsp;I hate that we have =

wasted 40-60 million on<br>&gt; something like this Starr fisaco. =

&nbsp;Bill C's private life is acceptable to<br>&gt; Mrs. Clinton and he =

does his mischief in private if indeed he is guilty<br>&gt; which I =

doubt frankly.<br>&gt; <br>&gt; My e mail indicated you didn't get my =

message, but I am glad to see you<br>&gt; did.<br>&gt; <br>&gt; Best =

Wishes. &nbsp;Joe Coggin<br>&gt; <br>&gt; On Thu, 30 Jul 1998, FRANCIS =

COLE wrote:<br>&gt; <br>&gt; &gt; Joe, Thanks for the support, I just =

feel its always better to be safe than<br>&gt; &gt; sorry handling =

anything in any lab and that Universal Precautions and<br>&gt; &gt; HBV =

vaccines are less onerous requirements than trying to avoid =

them.<br>&gt; &gt; How do you prove that something derived from humans =

is not infective to<br>&gt; &gt; other humans...in a cost effective and =

safe manner? &nbsp;&nbsp;Even though I am a<br>&gt; &gt; Democrat and a =

card carrying ACLU member with an attorney for a wife,<br>&gt; &gt; I =

cannot see how trying to get around things has served our President =

or<br>&gt; &gt; his fans (those that remain unabashedly so) well. =

&nbsp;Francis<br>&gt; &gt;</p>

</font></font></font></font></font></body></html>

------=_NextPart_000_01BDBBF2.9BA985E0--

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 31 Jul 1998 09:32:53 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Jairo Betancourt <jairob@MIAMI.EDU>

Subject:      Re: international SHIPPING CLASSIFICATIONS

MIME-version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1"

Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit

What do you mean "inactivated". If the samples do not offer any potential

danger in the process of handling, shipping, etc. you can send it normally

as any non-infectious material. However, if the samples are potentially

infectious at any time during the handling and shipping process, they must

be considered Division 6.2 under IATA DGR and must be shipped

accordingly.-----

Thank you

Original Message-----

From: Teri E. Lassiter <lassiter@UMDNJ.EDU>

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Date: Thursday, July 30, 1998 2:04 PM

Subject: Re: international SHIPPING CLASSIFICATIONS

>Karen Ruhl wrote:

>

>> Any suggestions on how to classify inactivated HIV samples for shipment

to

>> Japan and the EU?

>> Log kill on the samples is at least 10E6, ~ 500 iu.

>>

>> Any suggestions on who is the "guru" on international shipping

>> classifications for biosamples out there?

>>

>> Thanks.

>>

>> Karen

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 31 Jul 1998 08:47:00 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         doug <djoslin@SAFETY.EHS.UCONN.EDU>

Subject:      certification

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Greetings,

I am hoping someone out there can direct me in the proper direction.  I

am in a position where additional expertise in the bio safety area would

be of great benefit.  I currently have a degree in Public Health, but

would like to extend my qualifications.  What training or certifications

might I persue to obtain vital Bio Safety qualifications?  I am most

interested in lab safety, shipping and disposal regs, and 1910.1030

training requirements.  Any suggestions would be greatly apperciated.

Thank You,

Douglas S. Joslin Jr., RS

Biological Health and Safety Specialist

University of Connecticut

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 31 Jul 1998 11:24:06 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Jairo Betancourt <jairob@MIAMI.EDU>

Subject:      Fw: international SHIPPING CLASSIFICATIONS

MIME-version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1"

Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit

Reply to your question

-----Original Message-----

From: Jairo Betancourt <jairob@miami.edu>

To: A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Date: Thursday, July 30, 1998 2:51 PM

Subject: Re: international SHIPPING CLASSIFICATIONS

>What do you mean with inactivated HIV? If it is potentially infectious,

>meaning it can be "activated" during its shipment, it should be considered

>Infectious Substances under the IATA DGR (Division 6.2) and shipped

>accordingly. Thank you

>-----Original Message-----

>From: Karen Ruhl <karenr@CHUGAIBIO.COM>

>To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

>Date: Thursday, July 30, 1998 1:25 PM

>Subject: international SHIPPING CLASSIFICATIONS

>

>

>>Any suggestions on how to classify inactivated HIV samples for shipment to

>>Japan and the EU?

>>Log kill on the samples is at least 10E6, ~ 500 iu.

>>

>>Any suggestions on who is the "guru" on international shipping

>>classifications for biosamples out there?

>>

>>Thanks.

>>

>>Karen

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 31 Jul 1998 09:05:17 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Edwin Jackson <Edwin_Jackson@BYU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: international SHIPPING CLASSIFICATIONS

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

From the information you have included in your post I would classify your =

material as a biological product (see 39th edition of IATA Dangerous Goods =

Regulations pages 72-73)  with a low probability of containing pathogens =

in Risk Groups 2 or 3.  This of course depends on your own evaluation of =

your inactivation of the infectious agent.  In this category you would =

have a fairly simple packing requirement but otherwise there is little =

regulatory burden.  (IATA DGR page 105 and 397).  If you decide that your =

shipment can be "reasonably expected " to contain pathogens in risk groups =

2 3 or 4  then you must classify your material as an infectious substance. =

 You will then have to follow a more stringent set of shipping requirements=

.=20

(risk group 3 presents high individual risk and low community risk - this =

is where I would place HIV without checking trhe WHO classification) =20

If you have questions e-mail me at=20

edwin_jackson@byu.edu

Good Luck

Ed Jackson

e-mail:  edwin_jackson@byu.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 3 Aug 1998 14:10:50 +0800

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         PNG - Hussien b Mamat <pnghussien@PJC.COM.MY>

Subject:      PPE best practice

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Hi there,

Can anyone give me input, for the best practice in using Personal

Protective Equipment(PPE) for ISOCHEM 978-coil cleaner. The hazardous

ingredients are Sodium Hydroxide(TWA 2 mg/m3), Potassium Hydroxide and

Triethanolamine. We are using this product for airconditioning coil

cleaning. Sometimes we are using the product at limitation fresh

air-confine space.

regards,HUSSIN

Coordinator-QA&HSE PROPEL-Johnson Controls

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 4 Aug 1998 10:02:39 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Herzing Bliss BM <bliss.herzing@PHWILM.ZENECA.COM>

Subject:      Decontamination using IPA

How effective is IPA in disinfecting human plasma? And at what %

concentration?

Thank you!

Bliss M. Herzing

Biosafety Specialist

LW Basement

(302)886-2185

FAX:(302)886-2909

email: bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 4 Aug 1998 09:27:15 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Alfred L. 'Al' Jin" <e442242@POPEYE.LLNL.GOV>

Subject:      Re: Decontamination using IPA

In-Reply-To:  <c=GB%a=TMAILUK%p=ZENECA%l=USUWPHMSX08-980804140239Z-10593@usuwphmsxhub02.

              usuwph.zeneca.com>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Bliss

Isopropyl Alcohol (IPA) has an effective range from 60-90% v/v. The

concentration found to be most effective at 70% by weight (80% by volume)

and 92% by weight (95% by volume). It seems that water is very important

permeation factor.

The use of 70% for 2 mins will disinfect, for >5 mins will sterilize (cold

sterilization), and <2 mins may sanitize. There is no effect on bacterial

spores unless 5% proplyene oxide added. The literature does not indicate if

human plasma will neutralize the disinfecting results. IPA is a defatting

agent and is not recommend for prolong use on the skin. As a defatting

agent, it probably will lyse the plasma and any bugs in if when given

enough time.

I hope this helps.

Al Jin, BSO, IH

Lawrence Livermore National Lab

Livermore, CA

>How effective is IPA in disinfecting human plasma? And at what %

>concentration?

>

>Thank you!

>

>Bliss M. Herzing

>Biosafety Specialist

>LW Basement

>(302)886-2185

>FAX:(302)886-2909

>email: bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 4 Aug 1998 12:54:50 +0000

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         john Keene <jkeene@EROLS.COM>

Subject:      Re: Decontamination using IPA

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Chapter 11 of Seymour Block's book, "Disinfection, Sterilization and

Preservation", 4th Ed. discusses the disinfection action of alcohols in

detail.  The authors indicate that the mechanism of action is

denaturation of proteins which occurs more readily in the presence of

water than in the absence of water ( thus explaining why 95% and 70%

alcohol are more effective than absolute).  It would stand to reason

that if the mechanism of action is protein denaturation that these

agents would not be particularly good for disinfection of human plasma

and in fact some research reported in the above mentioned chapter so

indicates.  The disinfectant doesn't know the difference between viral

or bacterial protein and plasma protein and has to denature all of it.

The choice of the disinfectant should be made based on the nature of the

agent to be killed, the composition of the medium in which that agent is

suspended, and probability of interaction between the medium and the

disinfectant.  In addition, if you are planning on using the plasma in

some type of research protocol, you might want to know what the effect

of the disinfectant is on the outcome of your protocol.  Hope this helps

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 4 Aug 1998 13:07:42 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Decontamination using IPA

In-Reply-To:  <c=GB%a=TMAILUK%p=ZENECA%l=USUWPHMSX08-980804140239Z-10593@usuwphmsxhub02.

              usuwph.zeneca.com>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Let us start with the basics.  What is IPA?

Bob

>How effective is IPA in disinfecting human plasma? And at what %

>concentration?

>

>Thank you!

>

>Bliss M. Herzing

>Biosafety Specialist

>LW Basement

>(302)886-2185

>FAX:(302)886-2909

>email: bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 4 Aug 1998 15:10:48 EST

Reply-To:     speaker@ehs.psu.edu

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Curt Speaker <speaker@SAFETY-1.SAFETY.PSU.EDU>

Organization: University Safety - Penn State Univ

Subject:      Re: Decontamination using IPA

In-Reply-To:  <l03130304b1ecfe58ea5a@[129.22.116.70]>

I agree with Bob Latch:

Maybe I've been homebrewing a little too long, but I would never use

an India Pale Ale (IPA) to decontaminate anything! :-)

We now return you to your regularly scheduled programming...

Curt Speaker

Biosafety Officer

Penn State University

Environmental Health and Safety

speaker@ehs.psu.edu

http://www.ehs.psu.edu

^...^

(O_O)

=(Y)=

 """

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 5 Aug 1998 08:48:33 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Cipriano,Mary" <Mary.Cipriano@ADD.SSW.ABBOTT.COM>

Subject:      Re: Decontamination using IPA

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=iso-8859-1

Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

Just a comment based on our experience. OSHA does not consider IPA or E=

thanol

acceptable disinfectants for potentially infectious materials since the=

y are

not EPA registered tuberculocidal disinfectants. So, not sure if you we=

re

trying to use the IPA as a treatment for the plasma or as a disinfectan=

t, but

in case it's the latter, thought I'd mention that.

Mary Cipriano

Abbott Labs

BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU on 08/04/98 11:26:10 AM

Please respond to BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU @ INTERNET

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU @ INTERNET

cc:

Subject: Re: Decontamination using IPA

Bliss

Isopropyl Alcohol (IPA) has an effective range from 60-90% v/v. The

concentration found to be most effective at 70% by weight (80% by volum=

e)

and 92% by weight (95% by volume). It seems that water is very importan=

t

permeation factor.

The use of 70% for 2 mins will disinfect, for >5 mins will sterilize (c=

old

sterilization), and <2 mins may sanitize. There is no effect on bacteri=

al

spores unless 5% proplyene oxide added. The literature does not indicat=

e if

human plasma will neutralize the disinfecting results. IPA is a defatti=

ng

agent and is not recommend for prolong use on the skin. As a defatting

agent, it probably will lyse the plasma and any bugs in if when given

enough time.

I hope this helps.

Al Jin, BSO, IH

Lawrence Livermore National Lab

Livermore, CA

>How effective is IPA in disinfecting human plasma? And at what %

>concentration?

>

>Thank you!

>

>Bliss M. Herzing

>Biosafety Specialist

>LW Basement

>(302)886-2185

>FAX:(302)886-2909

>email: bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com

=

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 5 Aug 1998 11:32:30 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Herzing Bliss BM <bliss.herzing@PHWILM.ZENECA.COM>

Subject:      Re: Decontamination using IPA

I have read all the suggested material and I thank you.  When

disinfecting or killing all the hazards associated with human plasma the

best disinfectant to use would be a 10% bleach (final concentration).

The situation I am dealing with is a mixed waste - radioactive (C-14)

and biohazardous (human plasma - no organics).  So we first must render

the material non-infectious and then treat as radioactive waste.  The

amount of radiation is low enough to meet our radiation license and pour

the inactivated plasma down the drain.

My problem- I do not feel comfortable with allowing the use of IPA

(isopropyl alcohol) or ethanol because it is such a gray area.  The

researchers really want to use the IPA or the ethanol to inactivate and

dry the radioactive sample.

What are your suggestions to the situation!  I always appreciate your

guidance!

Bliss M. Herzing

Biosafety Specialist

LW Basement

(302)886-2185

FAX:(302)886-2909

email: bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com

>----------

>From:  Cipriano,Mary[SMTP:Mary.Cipriano@ADD.SSW.ABBOTT.COM]

>Sent:  Wednesday, August 05, 1998 9:48 AM

>To:    BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>Subject:       Re: Decontamination using IPA

>

>Just a comment based on our experience. OSHA does not consider IPA or Ethanol

>acceptable disinfectants for potentially infectious materials since they are

>not EPA registered tuberculocidal disinfectants. So, not sure if you were

>trying to use the IPA as a treatment for the plasma or as a disinfectant, but

>in case it's the latter, thought I'd mention that.

>Mary Cipriano

>Abbott Labs

>

>

>

>

>BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU on 08/04/98 11:26:10 AM

>Please respond to BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU @ INTERNET

>To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU @ INTERNET

>cc:

>Subject: Re: Decontamination using IPA

>

>Bliss

>

>Isopropyl Alcohol (IPA) has an effective range from 60-90% v/v. The

>concentration found to be most effective at 70% by weight (80% by volume)

>and 92% by weight (95% by volume). It seems that water is very important

>permeation factor.

>

>The use of 70% for 2 mins will disinfect, for >5 mins will sterilize (cold

>sterilization), and <2 mins may sanitize. There is no effect on bacterial

>spores unless 5% proplyene oxide added. The literature does not indicate if

>human plasma will neutralize the disinfecting results. IPA is a defatting

>agent and is not recommend for prolong use on the skin. As a defatting

>agent, it probably will lyse the plasma and any bugs in if when given

>enough time.

>

>I hope this helps.

>

>

>Al Jin, BSO, IH

>Lawrence Livermore National Lab

>Livermore, CA

>

>

>

>

>

>>How effective is IPA in disinfecting human plasma? And at what %

>>concentration?

>>

>>Thank you!

>>

>>Bliss M. Herzing

>>Biosafety Specialist

>>LW Basement

>>(302)886-2185

>>FAX:(302)886-2909

>>email: bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com

>

>

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 5 Aug 1998 11:30:28 MST-0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "THERESE M. STINNETT" <Therese.Stinnett@UCHSC.EDU>

Organization: UCHSC -- FACILITIES

Subject:      Re: Decontamination of plasma

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

>  When disinfecting or killing all the hazards associated with human plasma the

> best disinfectant to use would be a 10% bleach (final concentration).

> The situation I am dealing with is a mixed waste - radioactive (C-14)

> and biohazardous (human plasma - no organics).  So we first must render

> the material non-infectious and then treat as radioactive waste.  The

> amount of radiation is low enough to meet our radiation license and pour

> the inactivated plasma down the drain.

I guess I am wondering why you determined you must disinfect the

plasma, if you will meet the statutory requirements for

sink/wastewater disposal.  Is there an issue with the wastewater

facility?  Do you have to meet standards of disinfecting for their

purposes?

Terry Stinnett

therese.stinnett@uchsc.edu

UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

BioSafety Officer

4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

Denver, CO 80262

303-315-6754

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 5 Aug 1998 15:29:36 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Wolz, Sarah" <swolz@PATHOGENESIS.COM>

Subject:      Hand-carrying infectious agents

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

One of our clinical researchers needs to get several ATCC strains of

Mycobacterium TB down to Brazil.  Many shipments of various things that have

been sent to our site in Brazil are lost forever in Customs (including

several strains of TB!).  Therefore, she is unwilling to ship, and wants to

take the strains with her when she goes down there next week.

I just don't even know where to begin on this one.  Call the airline she'll

be taking?  Package and paper-work it according to IATA regs and have her

try to check it??   I have visions of HER getting lost forever in Customs.

Any help from the experts out there would be hugely appreciated.  Thanks--

Sarah Wolz

EH&S Manager

PathoGenesis Corp.

swolz@pathogenesis.com

206-505-6953

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 5 Aug 1998 15:42:45 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Melinda Young <biosafe@U.WASHINGTON.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Hand-carrying infectious agents

In-Reply-To:  <399BFF6F8157D111934800805FFE723585E96F@SEATTLE-NT-03>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

Sarah

Start with the dangerous goods specialist for the airline she wants to

use.  It will ultimately be up to them to decide and the pilot always has

final say.  If they agree package according to IATA and passenger

aircraft.

If you need I can give you a number for FAA here in Seattle as well.

Melinda

On Wed, 5 Aug 1998, Wolz, Sarah wrote:

> One of our clinical researchers needs to get several ATCC strains of

> Mycobacterium TB down to Brazil.  Many shipments of various things that have

> been sent to our site in Brazil are lost forever in Customs (including

> several strains of TB!).  Therefore, she is unwilling to ship, and wants to

> take the strains with her when she goes down there next week.

>

> I just don't even know where to begin on this one.  Call the airline she'll

> be taking?  Package and paper-work it according to IATA regs and have her

> try to check it??   I have visions of HER getting lost forever in Customs.

> Any help from the experts out there would be hugely appreciated.  Thanks--

>

> Sarah Wolz

> EH&S Manager

> PathoGenesis Corp.

> swolz@pathogenesis.com

> 206-505-6953

>

______________________________________________________________________________

Melinda Young, CBSP                     University of Washington

Biosafety Supervisor                    Environmental Health and Safety

Prevention and Assessment Office        Box 354400

biosafe@u.washington.edu                Seattle, WA 98195-4400

Voice Mail (206)543-7278

Fax        (206)616-3360

Phone      (206)543-9510

Office: Rm 411 of Hall Health Center     my schedule 7:45-4:45

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 6 Aug 1998 06:35:00 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Judy Pointer <jpointer@NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Decontamination using IPA

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

You might consider a mix - i.e. weigh out 10 grams of sodium hypochlorite

and dissolve in one liter of 70% isopropropal alcohol --> 10% bleach and

IPA.  I use to use this mixture for deconing in the tissue culture lab.

Ensure at least 30 minutes contact time, b/f disposing, with lots of water

flushed down the sink.  Judy Pointer, MD Anderson

Herzing Bliss BM <bliss.herzing@PHWILM.ZENECA.COM> on 08/05/98 10:32:30 AM

Please respond to A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

cc:    (bcc: Judy M. Pointer/MDACC)

Subject:  Re: Decontamination using IPA

I have read all the suggested material and I thank you.  When

disinfecting or killing all the hazards associated with human plasma the

best disinfectant to use would be a 10% bleach (final concentration).

The situation I am dealing with is a mixed waste - radioactive (C-14)

and biohazardous (human plasma - no organics).  So we first must render

the material non-infectious and then treat as radioactive waste.  The

amount of radiation is low enough to meet our radiation license and pour

the inactivated plasma down the drain.

My problem- I do not feel comfortable with allowing the use of IPA

(isopropyl alcohol) or ethanol because it is such a gray area.  The

researchers really want to use the IPA or the ethanol to inactivate and

dry the radioactive sample.

What are your suggestions to the situation!  I always appreciate your

guidance!

Bliss M. Herzing

Biosafety Specialist

LW Basement

(302)886-2185

FAX:(302)886-2909

email: bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com

>----------

>From:  Cipriano,Mary[SMTP:Mary.Cipriano@ADD.SSW.ABBOTT.COM]

>Sent:  Wednesday, August 05, 1998 9:48 AM

>To:    BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>Subject:       Re: Decontamination using IPA

>

>Just a comment based on our experience. OSHA does not consider IPA or

Ethanol

>acceptable disinfectants for potentially infectious materials since they

are

>not EPA registered tuberculocidal disinfectants. So, not sure if you were

>trying to use the IPA as a treatment for the plasma or as a disinfectant,

but

>in case it's the latter, thought I'd mention that.

>Mary Cipriano

>Abbott Labs

>

>

>

>

>BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU on 08/04/98 11:26:10 AM

>Please respond to BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU @ INTERNET

>To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU @ INTERNET

>cc:

>Subject: Re: Decontamination using IPA

>

>Bliss

>

>Isopropyl Alcohol (IPA) has an effective range from 60-90% v/v. The

>concentration found to be most effective at 70% by weight (80% by volume)

>and 92% by weight (95% by volume). It seems that water is very important

>permeation factor.

>

>The use of 70% for 2 mins will disinfect, for >5 mins will sterilize (cold

>sterilization), and <2 mins may sanitize. There is no effect on bacterial

>spores unless 5% proplyene oxide added. The literature does not indicate

if

>human plasma will neutralize the disinfecting results. IPA is a defatting

>agent and is not recommend for prolong use on the skin. As a defatting

>agent, it probably will lyse the plasma and any bugs in if when given

>enough time.

>

>I hope this helps.

>

>

>Al Jin, BSO, IH

>Lawrence Livermore National Lab

>Livermore, CA

>

>

>

>

>

>>How effective is IPA in disinfecting human plasma? And at what %

>>concentration?

>>

>>Thank you!

>>

>>Bliss M. Herzing

>>Biosafety Specialist

>>LW Basement

>>(302)886-2185

>>FAX:(302)886-2909

>>email: bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com

>

>

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 6 Aug 1998 09:05:34 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Hand-carrying infectious agents

In-Reply-To:  <399BFF6F8157D111934800805FFE723585E96F@SEATTLE-NT-03>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Shipping is shipping.  Package up following IATA regulations and just make

sure that the package can go on passenger aircraft.

P.S. Hope the pirline people don't freak.

good luck,

Bob

>One of our clinical researchers needs to get several ATCC strains of

>Mycobacterium TB down to Brazil.  Many shipments of various things that have

>been sent to our site in Brazil are lost forever in Customs (including

>several strains of TB!).  Therefore, she is unwilling to ship, and wants to

>take the strains with her when she goes down there next week.

>

>I just don't even know where to begin on this one.  Call the airline she'll

>be taking?  Package and paper-work it according to IATA regs and have her

>try to check it??   I have visions of HER getting lost forever in Customs.

>Any help from the experts out there would be hugely appreciated.  Thanks--

>

>Sarah Wolz

>EH&S Manager

>PathoGenesis Corp.

>swolz@pathogenesis.com

>206-505-6953

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 6 Aug 1998 08:44:02 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Joseph H. Coggin Jr." <jcoggin@JAGUAR1.USOUTHAL.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Hand-carrying infectious agents

In-Reply-To:  <399BFF6F8157D111934800805FFE723585E96F@SEATTLE-NT-03>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

Sarah:

Call Fed Ex and pack as they require.  They will get it there.

Joe Coggin

On Wed, 5 Aug 1998, Wolz, Sarah wrote:

> One of our clinical researchers needs to get several ATCC strains of

> Mycobacterium TB down to Brazil.  Many shipments of various things that have

> been sent to our site in Brazil are lost forever in Customs (including

> several strains of TB!).  Therefore, she is unwilling to ship, and wants to

> take the strains with her when she goes down there next week.

>

> I just don't even know where to begin on this one.  Call the airline she'll

> be taking?  Package and paper-work it according to IATA regs and have her

> try to check it??   I have visions of HER getting lost forever in Customs.

> Any help from the experts out there would be hugely appreciated.  Thanks--

>

> Sarah Wolz

> EH&S Manager

> PathoGenesis Corp.

> swolz@pathogenesis.com

> 206-505-6953

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 6 Aug 1998 11:10:51 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Don Callihan <Don_Callihan@MS.BD.COM>

Subject:      Re: Hand-carrying infectious agents

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Don Callihan@BDX

08/06/98 11:10 AM

Contact World Courier, Inc., 1120 Copnnecticut Avenue, NW, Washington, DC

20036 (202.659.3815).  They advertise "Next morning delivery to Europe,

Latin and South America, and Canada, using our own onboard couriers to

accompany your shipment".  According to the price list I have from 1995,

delivery to Rio was $225.00 plus whatever additional costs for packaging,

dangerous goods handling, etc.  It may be costly but will assure completion

of the shipment.

I have not used this service but got the literature from their booth at an

ASM meeting.

Hope this helps!

Don Callihan

Donald R. Callihan, Ph.D.

Senior Clinical Microbiologist and

     Biosafety Officer

Becton Dickinson MSC-982

P.O. Box 999

Sparks, MD 21152-0999

Phone: 410.773.6684

Fax: 410.773.6446

e-mail: Don_Callihan@ms.bd.com

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 6 Aug 1998 21:20:27 +0000

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         john Keene <jkeene@EROLS.COM>

Subject:      Re: Hand-carrying infectious agents

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

You may lose this one in customs also if you let her take it with her.

Whatever you do, don't let her carry them herself.  Also check out the

laws for import to the country she is going to and export from the US

before you send the cultures.  Officials are getting pretty picky about

the transport of human pathogens these days.  Your company could be

liable for all sorts of things. Check out reliable transport service and

use it.

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 7 Aug 1998 09:06:31 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Don Callihan <Don_Callihan@MS.BD.COM>

Subject:      "Validation" of autoclaves for decontamination

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Don Callihan@BDX

08/07/98 09:06 AM

We have recently installed a new pass through autoclave for decontamination

of infectious waste generated in our TB lab.  As an ISO9000 registered

facility, we have a well designed and executed validation program in place

to assure the proper operation of sterilizers that are used in

manufacturing processes.

What standards of practice are there for establishing and monitoring the

effectiveness of autoclaves used for decontamination of biohazardous waste?

   How is it done?

   How often is it done?

   What should be done with a newly installed autoclave?

   What should be done to re-validate after a significant component has

   been repaired or replaced?

In posing this question I assume that everyone uses autoclave tape or other

indicator routinely and has a program in place to periodically and

routinely monitor the ability of the autoclave to inactivate spore-forming

organisms (e.g., Bacillus stearothermophilus).   This question goes beyond

these routine practices.

Your responses will be greatly appreciated.

Don Callihan

Donald R. Callihan, Ph.D.

Senior Clinical Microbiologist and

     Biosafety Officer

Becton Dickinson MSC-982

P.O. Box 999

Sparks, MD 21152-0999

Phone: 410.773.6684

Fax: 410.773.6446

e-mail: Don_Callihan@ms.bd.com

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 7 Aug 1998 09:25:49 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: "Validation" of autoclaves for decontamination

In-Reply-To:  <85256659.00467831.00@7crmta_md.ms.bd.com>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Periodicaly the effectivness of the autoclave needs to be verified using

test culture vials.

The organisms used are several species that are heat resistant.  The

procedure is to place the test vial in the center of the items being

sterilised.  After sterilzation the vial is removed and sent out for

culture.  If the autoclave is working properly then nothing should grow.

How often this should be done will be dictated by the operation and what

rules and laws are in effect at that location.  For instance, Ohio law

requires that a log be kept of all waste autoclaved and that the testing be

done once a quarter.

Hope this helps.

Bob

>Don Callihan@BDX

>08/07/98 09:06 AM

>

>We have recently installed a new pass through autoclave for decontamination

>of infectious waste generated in our TB lab.  As an ISO9000 registered

>facility, we have a well designed and executed validation program in place

>to assure the proper operation of sterilizers that are used in

>manufacturing processes.

>

>What standards of practice are there for establishing and monitoring the

>effectiveness of autoclaves used for decontamination of biohazardous waste?

>   How is it done?

>   How often is it done?

>   What should be done with a newly installed autoclave?

>   What should be done to re-validate after a significant component has

>   been repaired or replaced?

>

>In posing this question I assume that everyone uses autoclave tape or other

>indicator routinely and has a program in place to periodically and

>routinely monitor the ability of the autoclave to inactivate spore-forming

>organisms (e.g., Bacillus stearothermophilus).   This question goes beyond

>these routine practices.

>

>Your responses will be greatly appreciated.

>

>Don Callihan

>

>Donald R. Callihan, Ph.D.

>Senior Clinical Microbiologist and

>     Biosafety Officer

>Becton Dickinson MSC-982

>P.O. Box 999

>Sparks, MD 21152-0999

>Phone: 410.773.6684

>Fax: 410.773.6446

>e-mail: Don_Callihan@ms.bd.com

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 7 Aug 1998 10:20:09 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Herzing Bliss BM <bliss.herzing@PHWILM.ZENECA.COM>

Subject:      Re: "Validation" of autoclaves for decontamination

If you place this validator in the middle of the load - how do you

insure safety when the vial is retrieved?

Bliss M. Herzing

Biosafety Specialist

LW Basement

(302)886-2185

FAX:(302)886-2909

email: bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com

>----------

>From:  Robert N. Latsch[SMTP:rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU]

>Sent:  Friday, August 07, 1998 10:25 AM

>To:    BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>Subject:       Re: "Validation" of autoclaves for decontamination

>

>Periodicaly the effectivness of the autoclave needs to be verified using

>test culture vials.

>

>The organisms used are several species that are heat resistant.  The

>procedure is to place the test vial in the center of the items being

>sterilised.  After sterilzation the vial is removed and sent out for

>culture.  If the autoclave is working properly then nothing should grow.

>

>How often this should be done will be dictated by the operation and what

>rules and laws are in effect at that location.  For instance, Ohio law

>requires that a log be kept of all waste autoclaved and that the testing be

>done once a quarter.

>

>

>Hope this helps.

>

>Bob

>

>>Don Callihan@BDX

>>08/07/98 09:06 AM

>>

>>We have recently installed a new pass through autoclave for decontamination

>>of infectious waste generated in our TB lab.  As an ISO9000 registered

>>facility, we have a well designed and executed validation program in place

>>to assure the proper operation of sterilizers that are used in

>>manufacturing processes.

>>

>>What standards of practice are there for establishing and monitoring the

>>effectiveness of autoclaves used for decontamination of biohazardous waste?

>>   How is it done?

>>   How often is it done?

>>   What should be done with a newly installed autoclave?

>>   What should be done to re-validate after a significant component has

>>   been repaired or replaced?

>>

>>In posing this question I assume that everyone uses autoclave tape or other

>>indicator routinely and has a program in place to periodically and

>>routinely monitor the ability of the autoclave to inactivate spore-forming

>>organisms (e.g., Bacillus stearothermophilus).   This question goes beyond

>>these routine practices.

>>

>>Your responses will be greatly appreciated.

>>

>>Don Callihan

>>

>>Donald R. Callihan, Ph.D.

>>Senior Clinical Microbiologist and

>>     Biosafety Officer

>>Becton Dickinson MSC-982

>>P.O. Box 999

>>Sparks, MD 21152-0999

>>Phone: 410.773.6684

>>Fax: 410.773.6446

>>e-mail: Don_Callihan@ms.bd.com

>

>

>                 ________________________________________________

>__           / _______________________________________________

>_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental

>Safety

>   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

>     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

>       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental

>Safety

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 7 Aug 1998 07:54:59 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Melinda Young <biosafe@U.WASHINGTON.EDU>

Subject:      Re: "Validation" of autoclaves for decontamination

In-Reply-To:  <c=GB%a=TMAILUK%p=ZENECA%l=USUWPHMSX08-980807142009Z-17056@usuwphmsxhub02.usuwph.zeneca.com>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

You use a string or attach it to a stick-something you can pull out.

On Fri, 7 Aug 1998, Herzing Bliss BM wrote:

> If you place this validator in the middle of the load - how do you

> insure safety when the vial is retrieved?

> Bliss M. Herzing

> Biosafety Specialist

> LW Basement

> (302)886-2185

> FAX:(302)886-2909

> email: bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com

>

>

> >----------

> >From:  Robert N. Latsch[SMTP:rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU]

> >Sent:  Friday, August 07, 1998 10:25 AM

> >To:    BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> >Subject:       Re: "Validation" of autoclaves for decontamination

> >

> >Periodicaly the effectivness of the autoclave needs to be verified using

> >test culture vials.

> >

> >The organisms used are several species that are heat resistant.  The

> >procedure is to place the test vial in the center of the items being

> >sterilised.  After sterilzation the vial is removed and sent out for

> >culture.  If the autoclave is working properly then nothing should grow.

> >

> >How often this should be done will be dictated by the operation and what

> >rules and laws are in effect at that location.  For instance, Ohio law

> >requires that a log be kept of all waste autoclaved and that the testing be

> >done once a quarter.

> >

> >

> >Hope this helps.

> >

> >Bob

> >

> >>Don Callihan@BDX

> >>08/07/98 09:06 AM

> >>

> >>We have recently installed a new pass through autoclave for decontamination

> >>of infectious waste generated in our TB lab.  As an ISO9000 registered

> >>facility, we have a well designed and executed validation program in place

> >>to assure the proper operation of sterilizers that are used in

> >>manufacturing processes.

> >>

> >>What standards of practice are there for establishing and monitoring the

> >>effectiveness of autoclaves used for decontamination of biohazardous waste?

> >>   How is it done?

> >>   How often is it done?

> >>   What should be done with a newly installed autoclave?

> >>   What should be done to re-validate after a significant component has

> >>   been repaired or replaced?

> >>

> >>In posing this question I assume that everyone uses autoclave tape or other

> >>indicator routinely and has a program in place to periodically and

> >>routinely monitor the ability of the autoclave to inactivate spore-forming

> >>organisms (e.g., Bacillus stearothermophilus).   This question goes beyond

> >>these routine practices.

> >>

> >>Your responses will be greatly appreciated.

> >>

> >>Don Callihan

> >>

> >>Donald R. Callihan, Ph.D.

> >>Senior Clinical Microbiologist and

> >>     Biosafety Officer

> >>Becton Dickinson MSC-982

> >>P.O. Box 999

> >>Sparks, MD 21152-0999

> >>Phone: 410.773.6684

> >>Fax: 410.773.6446

> >>e-mail: Don_Callihan@ms.bd.com

> >

> >

> >                 ________________________________________________

> >__           / _______________________________________________

> >_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental

> >Safety

> >   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

> >     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

> >       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental

> >Safety

> >

>

______________________________________________________________________________

Melinda Young, CBSP                     University of Washington

Biosafety Supervisor                    Environmental Health and Safety

Prevention and Assessment Office        Box 354400

biosafe@u.washington.edu                Seattle, WA 98195-4400

Voice Mail (206)543-7278

Fax        (206)616-3360

Phone      (206)543-9510

Office: Rm 411 of Hall Health Center     my schedule 7:45-4:45
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Date:         Fri, 7 Aug 1998 11:18:58 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: "Validation" of autoclaves for decontamination

In-Reply-To:  <c=GB%a=TMAILUK%p=ZENECA%l=USUWPHMSX08-980807142009Z-17056@usuwphmsxhub02.

              usuwph.zeneca.com>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

That is method that you must determine after evaluating the procedure.  A

surgical pack is different from a bag of infectious waste.  In the case of

the latter, I would reccomend retrieval with tongs.

Bob

>If you place this validator in the middle of the load - how do you

>insure safety when the vial is retrieved?

>Bliss M. Herzing

>Biosafety Specialist

>LW Basement

>(302)886-2185

>FAX:(302)886-2909

>email: bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com

>

>

>>----------

>>From:  Robert N. Latsch[SMTP:rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU]

>>Sent:  Friday, August 07, 1998 10:25 AM

>>To:    BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>>Subject:       Re: "Validation" of autoclaves for decontamination

>>

>>Periodicaly the effectivness of the autoclave needs to be verified using

>>test culture vials.

>>

>>The organisms used are several species that are heat resistant.  The

>>procedure is to place the test vial in the center of the items being

>>sterilised.  After sterilzation the vial is removed and sent out for

>>culture.  If the autoclave is working properly then nothing should grow.

>>

>>How often this should be done will be dictated by the operation and what

>>rules and laws are in effect at that location.  For instance, Ohio law

>>requires that a log be kept of all waste autoclaved and that the testing be

>>done once a quarter.

>>

>>

>>Hope this helps.

>>

>>Bob

>>

>>>Don Callihan@BDX

>>>08/07/98 09:06 AM

>>>

>>>We have recently installed a new pass through autoclave for decontamination

>>>of infectious waste generated in our TB lab.  As an ISO9000 registered

>>>facility, we have a well designed and executed validation program in place

>>>to assure the proper operation of sterilizers that are used in

>>>manufacturing processes.

>>>

>>>What standards of practice are there for establishing and monitoring the

>>>effectiveness of autoclaves used for decontamination of biohazardous waste?

>>>   How is it done?

>>>   How often is it done?

>>>   What should be done with a newly installed autoclave?

>>>   What should be done to re-validate after a significant component has

>>>   been repaired or replaced?

>>>

>>>In posing this question I assume that everyone uses autoclave tape or other

>>>indicator routinely and has a program in place to periodically and

>>>routinely monitor the ability of the autoclave to inactivate spore-forming

>>>organisms (e.g., Bacillus stearothermophilus).   This question goes beyond

>>>these routine practices.

>>>

>>>Your responses will be greatly appreciated.

>>>

>>>Don Callihan

>>>

>>>Donald R. Callihan, Ph.D.

>>>Senior Clinical Microbiologist and

>>>     Biosafety Officer

>>>Becton Dickinson MSC-982

>>>P.O. Box 999

>>>Sparks, MD 21152-0999

>>>Phone: 410.773.6684

>>>Fax: 410.773.6446

>>>e-mail: Don_Callihan@ms.bd.com

>>

>>

>>                 ________________________________________________

>>__           / _______________________________________________

>>_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental

>>Safety

>>   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

>>     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

>>       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental

>>Safety

>>

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety
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Date:         Fri, 7 Aug 1998 11:48:07 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: "Validation" of autoclaves for decontamination

In-Reply-To:  <85256659.00467831.00@7crmta_md.ms.bd.com>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

At 09:06 AM 8/7/98 -0400, you wrote:

>Don Callihan@BDX

>08/07/98 09:06 AM

>

>

>What standards of practice are there for establishing and monitoring the

>effectiveness of autoclaves used for decontamination of biohazardous waste?

>   How is it done?

>   How often is it done?

>   What should be done with a newly installed autoclave?

>   What should be done to re-validate after a significant component has

>   been repaired or replaced?

 The users of the autoclave place a spore vial within the load - either a

dummy pack or for waste runs with a string attached and sticking out so

they can pull the vial out safely.

A regular lab autoclave we do about monthly.  In the medical and dental

area we do them weekly.

Definitely with a new autoclave.  We have found some poor steam

distribution in some new autoclaves due to packing material left behind the

baffles.  We set up an area of spore vials on the shelf or shelves and due

a fast exhaust run at 121 C for 15'.

Revalidating would be wise.

Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

Assoc. Biosafety Officer

Mass. Inst. of Tech.

617-258-5647

rfink@mit.edu
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Date:         Fri, 7 Aug 1998 09:02:40 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Funk, Glenn" <GLENNF@EHSMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: "Validation" of autoclaves for decontamination

MIME-Version: 1.0
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Hi, Don -

At UCSF, we require the usual routine quality control program that

you've already referred to (monthly spore test, indicator bags and tape,

retention of waste processing run records, etc.).  The one thing we do

that's perhaps "extra" is an annual independent test performed by EH&S

that results in a certification tag placed on the autoclave after it

passes our test.  The tag says "This autoclave is APPROVED for medical

waste processing" and carries the date of test and test technician's

initials.  APPROVED tags are any bright color but red and colored by

year - 1997 tags were yellow, 1998's are green.  All NOT APPROVED

'claves have red tags.  Our test process is simple - we bury a hi-lo

thermometer and a Verify spore vial in a typical load for that

autoclave, observe the loading and unloading process, log the temp

attained in the center of the load, process and read the Verify vial and

issue the tag.  We also audit the record-keeping process to ensure that

our City med waste inspector will be able to find the info he wants to

see.  This additional test is an added burden to our workload but it

helps us enforce the requirement for the QC program required by the

California Medical Waste Management Act and provides a valuable

confirmation of the adequacy of each autoclave supervisor's test

process.  We'll also do the test at any time we're asked and we

encourage labs to call us after they have service done on their 'claves

so we can run a verification check.  Hope this helps.

-- Glenn

-----------------------------------------------

Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D., CBSP

Biosafety Officer

U.C. San Francisco

415-476-2097   fax 415-476-0581

glennf@ehsmail.ucsf.edu

-----Original Message-----

From: Don Callihan [mailto:Don_Callihan@MS.BD.COM]

Sent: Friday, August 07, 1998 6:07 AM

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject: "Validation" of autoclaves for decontamination

Don Callihan@BDX

08/07/98 09:06 AM

We have recently installed a new pass through autoclave for

decontamination

of infectious waste generated in our TB lab.  As an ISO9000 registered

facility, we have a well designed and executed validation program in

place

to assure the proper operation of sterilizers that are used in

manufacturing processes.

What standards of practice are there for establishing and monitoring the

effectiveness of autoclaves used for decontamination of biohazardous

waste?

   How is it done?

   How often is it done?

   What should be done with a newly installed autoclave?

   What should be done to re-validate after a significant component has

   been repaired or replaced?

In posing this question I assume that everyone uses autoclave tape or

other

indicator routinely and has a program in place to periodically and

routinely monitor the ability of the autoclave to inactivate

spore-forming

organisms (e.g., Bacillus stearothermophilus).   This question goes

beyond

these routine practices.

Your responses will be greatly appreciated.

Don Callihan

Donald R. Callihan, Ph.D.

Senior Clinical Microbiologist and

     Biosafety Officer

Becton Dickinson MSC-982

P.O. Box 999

Sparks, MD 21152-0999

Phone: 410.773.6684

Fax: 410.773.6446

e-mail: Don_Callihan@ms.bd.com
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Wolz, Sarah" <swolz@PATHOGENESIS.COM>

Subject:      Re: Hand-carrying infectious agents

MIME-Version: 1.0
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FYI:  not much info, but many warnings!

> ----------

> From:         john Keene[SMTP:jkeene@EROLS.COM]

> Reply To:     A Biosafety Discussion List

> Sent:         Thursday, August 06, 1998 2:20 PM

> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:      Re: Hand-carrying infectious agents

>

> You may lose this one in customs also if you let her take it with her.

> Whatever you do, don't let her carry them herself.  Also check out the

> laws for import to the country she is going to and export from the US

> before you send the cultures.  Officials are getting pretty picky about

> the transport of human pathogens these days.  Your company could be

> liable for all sorts of things. Check out reliable transport service and

> use it.

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 7 Aug 1998 10:17:08 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Wolz, Sarah" <swolz@PATHOGENESIS.COM>

Subject:      Re: Hand-carrying infectious agents

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

oops--I sent that last message by mistake before I had finished.  Too quick

on the trigger.  To summarize the replies I have received:

As I was saying, I have received many warnings, many suggestions to use Fed

Ex, World Courier, etc.--which we have done in the past, and still have lost

considerable items to the black hole in Customs.  Via World Courier , we

have lost 2 $1500 cryo-shippers.  Fortunately, they were empty!  We have

tried to send these type-strains of TB from ATCC to the Brazil lab 3 times

now, via both Fed Ex and World Courier, only to have them disappear in

Customs.  We have sent a representative to Customs, only to be turned away

with shoulder shrugs--"don't know where the stuff is" kind of answers.

The suggestion to try the US Consulate or Brazilian Embassy is an

interesting one.  We will definitely try that route.  At this time, we are

going to try to package the materials appropriately and have the researcher

take with her on her United flight; we've put in a call to United Airlines

to obtain preapproval for this process.  As one respondent mentioned, the

crew reserves the right to refuse the package, but we're going to take the

risk.

I agree with Mr. Keene's warning not to let the researcher carry the

materials herself, in her personal luggage.  That is why we're trying to get

as much information and advice as possible.  The level of frustration over

these shipping issues is such that the idea of sneaking a few lyophilized

cultures in one's luggage has certainly crossed the researchers' minds--and

I'm the one who has to try to convince them otherwise!

So thanks to all who've responded--I'll let the list know the outcome when

all is said and done.

Sarah

> ----------

> From:         john Keene[SMTP:jkeene@EROLS.COM]

> Reply To:     A Biosafety Discussion List

> Sent:         Thursday, August 06, 1998 2:20 PM

> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:      Re: Hand-carrying infectious agents

>

> You may lose this one in customs also if you let her take it with her.

> Whatever you do, don't let her carry them herself.  Also check out the

> laws for import to the country she is going to and export from the US

> before you send the cultures.  Officials are getting pretty picky about

> the transport of human pathogens these days.  Your company could be

> liable for all sorts of things. Check out reliable transport service and

> use it.

>
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Chuck Myers <myerscj@EARTHLINK.NET>

Subject:      Re: "Validation" of autoclaves for decontamination

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=ISO-8859-1

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

I'd like to ask the group if anyone has some statistics concerning the

"failure" rate of these types of tests with autoclaves.  Also, how long

does it take before your results indicate that a load has failed?

Chuck Myers

myerscj@earthlink.net

----------

> From: Herzing Bliss BM <bliss.herzing@PHWILM.ZENECA.COM>

> To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject: Re: "Validation" of autoclaves for decontamination

> Date: Friday, August 07, 1998 10:20 AM

>

> If you place this validator in the middle of the load - how do you

> insure safety when the vial is retrieved?

> Bliss M. Herzing

> Biosafety Specialist

> LW Basement

> (302)886-2185

> FAX:(302)886-2909

> email: bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com

>

>

> >----------

> >From:  Robert N. Latsch[SMTP:rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU]

> >Sent:  Friday, August 07, 1998 10:25 AM

> >To:    BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> >Subject:       Re: "Validation" of autoclaves for decontamination

> >

> >Periodicaly the effectivness of the autoclave needs to be verified using

> >test culture vials.

> >

> >The organisms used are several species that are heat resistant.  The

> >procedure is to place the test vial in the center of the items being

> >sterilised.  After sterilzation the vial is removed and sent out for

> >culture.  If the autoclave is working properly then nothing should grow.

> >

> >How often this should be done will be dictated by the operation and what

> >rules and laws are in effect at that location.  For instance, Ohio law

> >requires that a log be kept of all waste autoclaved and that the testing

be

> >done once a quarter.

> >

> >

> >Hope this helps.

> >

> >Bob

> >

> >>Don Callihan@BDX

> >>08/07/98 09:06 AM

> >>

> >>We have recently installed a new pass through autoclave for

decontamination

> >>of infectious waste generated in our TB lab.  As an ISO9000 registered

> >>facility, we have a well designed and executed validation program in

place

> >>to assure the proper operation of sterilizers that are used in

> >>manufacturing processes.

> >>

> >>What standards of practice are there for establishing and monitoring

the

> >>effectiveness of autoclaves used for decontamination of biohazardous

waste?

> >>   How is it done?

> >>   How often is it done?

> >>   What should be done with a newly installed autoclave?

> >>   What should be done to re-validate after a significant component has

> >>   been repaired or replaced?

> >>

> >>In posing this question I assume that everyone uses autoclave tape or

other

> >>indicator routinely and has a program in place to periodically and

> >>routinely monitor the ability of the autoclave to inactivate

spore-forming

> >>organisms (e.g., Bacillus stearothermophilus).   This question goes

beyond

> >>these routine practices.

> >>

> >>Your responses will be greatly appreciated.

> >>

> >>Don Callihan

> >>

> >>Donald R. Callihan, Ph.D.

> >>Senior Clinical Microbiologist and

> >>     Biosafety Officer

> >>Becton Dickinson MSC-982

> >>P.O. Box 999

> >>Sparks, MD 21152-0999

> >>Phone: 410.773.6684

> >>Fax: 410.773.6446

> >>e-mail: Don_Callihan@ms.bd.com

> >

> >

> >                 ________________________________________________

> >__           / _______________________________________________

> >_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental

> >Safety

> >   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

> >     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

> >       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental

> >Safety

> >

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 7 Aug 1998 15:34:28 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: "Validation" of autoclaves for decontamination

In-Reply-To:  <199808071839.LAA05619@goose.prod.itd.earthlink.net>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

At 02:25 PM 8/7/98 -0400, you wrote:

>I'd like to ask the group if anyone has some statistics concerning the

>"failure" rate of these types of tests with autoclaves.  Also, how long

>does it take before your results indicate that a load has failed?

>

>Chuck Myers

>myerscj@earthlink.net

Turn around for tests: minimum of 1 day.  Quite often 2 -3 days, rarely

longer.

Failure rate - autoclaves with established validated SOP - very rare (less

then 1/yr)

New autoclaves - around 50%

Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

Assoc. Biosafety Officer

Mass. Inst. of Tech.

617-258-5647

rfink@mit.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 7 Aug 1998 17:00:37 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: "Validation" of autoclaves for decontamination

In-Reply-To:  <199808071839.LAA05619@goose.prod.itd.earthlink.net>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

No statistics, But I was asked to put together a generic protocol.

The most common reasons for autoclave failure are:

Failure of steam to penetrate the package

Improper package placement or preparation.

Improper autoclave operation.

Bob

>I'd like to ask the group if anyone has some statistics concerning the

>"failure" rate of these types of tests with autoclaves.  Also, how long

>does it take before your results indicate that a load has failed?

>

>Chuck Myers

>myerscj@earthlink.net

>

>----------

>> From: Herzing Bliss BM <bliss.herzing@PHWILM.ZENECA.COM>

>> To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>> Subject: Re: "Validation" of autoclaves for decontamination

>> Date: Friday, August 07, 1998 10:20 AM

>>

>> If you place this validator in the middle of the load - how do you

>> insure safety when the vial is retrieved?

>> Bliss M. Herzing

>> Biosafety Specialist

>> LW Basement

>> (302)886-2185

>> FAX:(302)886-2909

>> email: bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com

>>

>>

>> >----------

>> >From:  Robert N. Latsch[SMTP:rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU]

>> >Sent:  Friday, August 07, 1998 10:25 AM

>> >To:    BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>> >Subject:       Re: "Validation" of autoclaves for decontamination

>> >

>> >Periodicaly the effectivness of the autoclave needs to be verified using

>> >test culture vials.

>> >

>> >The organisms used are several species that are heat resistant.  The

>> >procedure is to place the test vial in the center of the items being

>> >sterilised.  After sterilzation the vial is removed and sent out for

>> >culture.  If the autoclave is working properly then nothing should grow.

>> >

>> >How often this should be done will be dictated by the operation and what

>> >rules and laws are in effect at that location.  For instance, Ohio law

>> >requires that a log be kept of all waste autoclaved and that the testing

>be

>> >done once a quarter.

>> >

>> >

>> >Hope this helps.

>> >

>> >Bob

>> >

>> >>Don Callihan@BDX

>> >>08/07/98 09:06 AM

>> >>

>> >>We have recently installed a new pass through autoclave for

>decontamination

>> >>of infectious waste generated in our TB lab.  As an ISO9000 registered

>> >>facility, we have a well designed and executed validation program in

>place

>> >>to assure the proper operation of sterilizers that are used in

>> >>manufacturing processes.

>> >>

>> >>What standards of practice are there for establishing and monitoring

>the

>> >>effectiveness of autoclaves used for decontamination of biohazardous

>waste?

>> >>   How is it done?

>> >>   How often is it done?

>> >>   What should be done with a newly installed autoclave?

>> >>   What should be done to re-validate after a significant component has

>> >>   been repaired or replaced?

>> >>

>> >>In posing this question I assume that everyone uses autoclave tape or

>other

>> >>indicator routinely and has a program in place to periodically and

>> >>routinely monitor the ability of the autoclave to inactivate

>spore-forming

>> >>organisms (e.g., Bacillus stearothermophilus).   This question goes

>beyond

>> >>these routine practices.

>> >>

>> >>Your responses will be greatly appreciated.

>> >>

>> >>Don Callihan

>> >>

>> >>Donald R. Callihan, Ph.D.

>> >>Senior Clinical Microbiologist and

>> >>     Biosafety Officer

>> >>Becton Dickinson MSC-982

>> >>P.O. Box 999

>> >>Sparks, MD 21152-0999

>> >>Phone: 410.773.6684

>> >>Fax: 410.773.6446

>> >>e-mail: Don_Callihan@ms.bd.com

>> >

>> >

>> >                 ________________________________________________

>> >__           / _______________________________________________

>> >_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental

>> >Safety

>> >   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

>> >     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

>> >       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental

>> >Safety

>> >

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Clifford W. Bond" <umbcb@GEMINI.OSCS.MONTANA.EDU>

Subject:      Risk Groups

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

To the Biosafety Folks,

An investigator is requesting the Biosafety Committee to consider

_Streptococcus gordonii_ and _Porphyromonas gingivalis_ as Risk Group 1

organisms.  NIH/CDC considers all _Stretococcus_ species as RG 2 organisms,

but does not classify _Porphyromonas_.  The Europeans and Australians

classify _Porphyromonas_ as Risk Group 2 organisms.  The investigator

reasons that both organisms are ubiquitous in the mouth, and neither can

survive outside the oral environment.

Do you folks have opinions or comments?  Thanks for your help.

Cliff Bond

Clifford W. Bond, PhD

Department of Microbiology

Montana State University

Bozeman, MT 59717-3520

Email: umbcb@gemini.oscs.montana.edu

Telephone: 406 994-4130

TeleFAX: 406 994-4926
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Date:         Mon, 10 Aug 1998 16:18:43 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Funk, Glenn" <GLENNF@EHSMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Risk Groups

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Cliff --

This sounds like one of those classic cases of opening the barn door an

inch and starting a stampede through the crack.  Sometimes, arguments

based on logic have to go by the boards for some good reasons, like not

wanting to set precedent tht might be misused, and recognizing that not

all investigators know all there is to know about the bugs they work

with.  I'm made very uncomfortable by sweeping statements like "can't

survive outside the oral environment".  Don't kid yourself - microbes

are some of the least predictable creatures around when you try to apply

generalities to them.  When you apply a baseline mutation rate of

approximately 10E-6 to an organism like a bacterium that has the

potential to replicate once or twice and hour, you have the makings of

changeability that can confound your best predictions.  I have

considerable confidence in our associates in Australia, Canada and

Europe and I take very seriously their assessment of potential risk when

assigning microorganisms to a Risk Group.  With the CDC BMBL so far out

of date, I rely on the Risk Group assignments of my foreign associates.

When a PI wasnts to work with something CDC hasn't assigned and the

Aussies have, I'll hold him (or her) to the Aussie assessment and adjust

upward from there as necessary.  I recommend that you stick with the

international concensus regarding the RG assignments for these bugs,

even if CDC hasn't included such an assignment.  Sounds to me like

they're both RG2.

-- Glenn

-----------------------------------------------

Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D., CBSP

Biosafety Officer

U.C. San Francisco

415-476-2097   fax 415-476-0581

glennf@ehsmail.ucsf.edu

-----Original Message-----

From: Clifford W. Bond [mailto:umbcb@GEMINI.OSCS.MONTANA.EDU]

Sent: Monday, August 10, 1998 4:02 PM

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject: Risk Groups

To the Biosafety Folks,

An investigator is requesting the Biosafety Committee to consider

_Streptococcus gordonii_ and _Porphyromonas gingivalis_ as Risk Group 1

organisms.  NIH/CDC considers all _Stretococcus_ species as RG 2

organisms,

but does not classify _Porphyromonas_.  The Europeans and Australians

classify _Porphyromonas_ as Risk Group 2 organisms.  The investigator

reasons that both organisms are ubiquitous in the mouth, and neither can

survive outside the oral environment.

Do you folks have opinions or comments?  Thanks for your help.

Cliff Bond

Clifford W. Bond, PhD

Department of Microbiology

Montana State University

Bozeman, MT 59717-3520

Email: umbcb@gemini.oscs.montana.edu

Telephone: 406 994-4130

TeleFAX: 406 994-4926
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From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Risk Groups

In-Reply-To:  <000001bdc4b2$d252b3a0$8bec5a99@xmb007.oscs.montana.edu>
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At 05:01 PM 8/10/98 -0600, you wrote:

>To the Biosafety Folks,

>

>An investigator is requesting the Biosafety Committee to consider

>_Streptococcus gordonii_ and _Porphyromonas gingivalis_ as Risk Group 1

>organisms.  NIH/CDC considers all _Stretococcus_ species as RG 2 organisms,

>but does not classify _Porphyromonas_.

The key question is, "Are these organisms pathogenic?"  If they cause

disease then they are, at a minimum RG 2.  RG 1 organisms, under normal

conditions (assumes immune competent person, and not extremely high

concentrations) do not cause disease in humans and animals.

Once the question is answered then consider the whole experiment to see

what is the appropriate biosafety level to contain the risk that the

experiment presents.  If the investigator is growing up liters of

pathogenic organisms or enhancing its pathogenicity or increasing its host

range or increasing its antibiotic resistance then an increase over the

base BL 2 would be appropriate.  If on the other hand the experiment only

calls for a small number of plates and culturing reduces pathogenicity then

a decrease in biosafety level may be called for.

Remember, RG classification is a start not the end of ones risk assessment.

Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

Assoc. Biosafety Officer

Mass. Inst. of Tech.

617-258-5647

rfink@mit.edu
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         paul rubock <rubockpa@UMDNJ.EDU>

Organization: eohss-umdnj

Subject:      Re: Risk Groups
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Many organisms considered part of the "normal" human flora rate a BSL-2

designation.  Among the reasons are the more concentrated/higher titer

or organisms present in laboratory operations and the possibility of an

accident such as a cut or splash introducing a large number of the bugs

to areas where they may overwhelm host defenses.
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "LouAnn C. Burnett" <lburnett@UIUC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Risk Groups

In-Reply-To:  <3.0.2.32.19980811090506.01275a80@hesiod>
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At 09:05 AM 8/11/98 -0400, Richard Fink wrote:

>Remember, RG classification is a start not the end of ones risk assessment.

Thanks, Richie!!!  We all need to be reminded of this absolutely critical

biosafety principle periodically.

LouAnn

-------------------------------------------------------------------

LouAnn C. Burnett

Assistant Director, Environmental Health & Safety

Biological Safety Section

Division of Environmental Health & Safety

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

217-244-7362 (office)     217-244-6594 (fax)

--------------------------------------------------------------------
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From:         Don Callihan <Don_Callihan@MS.BD.COM>

Subject:      Re: Risk Groups
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Don Callihan@BDX

08/11/98 11:50 AM

Both organisms are correctly classified in RG2 and can be safely

manipulated under BSL2 conditions.  Most people harbor millions of them in

the gingival sulcus (space between the tooth and gum).

These members of the normal oropharyngeal flora are relatively difficult to

culture.  P. gingivalis (formerly called Bacteroides gingivalis) is an

obligate anaerobe associated with periodontal disease in adults.  It's role

in pathogenesis of this chronic inflammatory disease is one of stimulating

a cellular immune response rather than production of toxin or other

direct-acting virulence factors.  S. gordonae is an oral streptococcus

which is rarely isolated from human infections.

Hope this helps.

Don Callihan

Donald R. Callihan, Ph.D.

Senior Clinical Microbiologist and

     Biosafety Officer

Becton Dickinson MSC-982

P.O. Box 999

Sparks, MD 21152-0999

Phone: 410.773.6684

Fax: 410.773.6446

e-mail: Don_Callihan@ms.bd.com
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Marianne Heisz <Marianne_Heisz@HC-SC.GC.CA>

Subject:      Biosafety Resources
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Marianne Heisz

08/12/98 11:58 AM

To all Biosafety List Members:

The Office of Biosafety, Health Canada now has an on-line biosafety video

ordering page up and running. There are over 50 videos that are available,

free of charge, to residents of Canada and the United States. The page can

be found at:

http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/hpb/lcdc/biosafty/docs/film/order_e.html

Also, please do not hesitate to browse our main site at:

http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/hpb/lcdc/biosafty/index.html

Here, you will find links to our Material Safety Data Sheets for Infectious

Substances, the Quarterly Biosafety Listings and an on-line version of the

Laboratory Biosafety Guidelines, 1996, 2nd Edition, Health Canada.

The Office of Biosafety, Health Canada can be reached by email at:

office_biosafety@hc-sc.gc.ca

Marianne Heisz

Biosafety Specialist

Office of Biosafety

Health Canada
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Marianne Heisz <Marianne_Heisz@HC-SC.GC.CA>

Subject:      Biosafety Resources
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Marianne Heisz

08/12/98 03:35 PM

To all Biosafety List Members:

The Office of Biosafety, Health Canada now has an on-line biosafety video

ordering page up and running. There are over 50 videos that are available,

free of charge, to residents of Canada and the United States. The page can

be found at:

http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/hpb/lcdc/biosafty/docs/film/order_e.html

Also, please do not hesitate to browse our main site at:

http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/hpb/lcdc/biosafty/index.html

Here, you will find links to our Material Safety Data Sheets for Infectious

Substances, the Quarterly Biosafety Listings and an on-line version of the

Laboratory Biosafety Guidelines, 1996, 2nd Edition, Health Canada.

The Office of Biosafety, Health Canada can be reached by email at:

office_biosafety@hc-sc.gc.ca

Marianne Heisz

Biosafety Specialist

Office of Biosafety

Health Canada
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Subject:      Biosafty's Annual Dinner
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Good Morning (at least in EDT time zone) Biosafty folks,

I won't be going to the ABSA meeting this Oct. in Orlando, so I need a

volunteer to host Biosafty's Annual Dinner.  I will help you organize

beforehand, just need an onsite person.  Thanks.

Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

Biosafty List Owner

rfink@mit.edu
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Carol Showalter <carol-showalter@UIOWA.EDU>

Subject:      BL3 labs
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In looking at design guidelines for BL3 facilities, I find no reference to

location of incubators.  It would appear to me that it would be "nice" to

have an incubator inside the actual BL3 room, but not really a requirement,

an issue that comes up with space limitations.  What are most BL3's

designed to accomodate?  It would seem more important to locate the

centrifuge inside the containment area than an incubator.

Thanks for your help!!

Carol Showalter

Carol Showalter

Biosafety Professional

Health Protection Office

The University of Iowa

E-Mail:carol-showalter@uiowa.edu

Tel:319-335-9553

Fax:319-335-7564
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Hi Carol,

Centrifuge or incubators...hummmm Both should be in the BSL3 if the bug

is a nasty thing you can get by airborne transmission. Not knowing the

bug or the experimental procedures it is hard to access which would be

better to have in the higher containment area.

Leslie Hofherr

UCLA

>-----Original Message-----

>From:  Carol Showalter [SMTP:carol-showalter@UIOWA.EDU]

>Sent:  Friday, August 14, 1998 3:30 PM

>To:    BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>Subject:       BL3 labs

>

>In looking at design guidelines for BL3 facilities, I find no reference

>to

>location of incubators.  It would appear to me that it would be "nice"

>to

>have an incubator inside the actual BL3 room, but not really a

>requirement,

>an issue that comes up with space limitations.  What are most BL3's

>designed to accomodate?  It would seem more important to locate the

>centrifuge inside the containment area than an incubator.

>

>Thanks for your help!!

>Carol Showalter

>

>Carol Showalter

>Biosafety Professional

>Health Protection Office

>The University of Iowa

>E-Mail:carol-showalter@uiowa.edu

>Tel:319-335-9553

>Fax:319-335-7564
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Carol Showalter <carol-showalter@UIOWA.EDU>

Subject:      Re: BL3 labs

In-Reply-To:  <c=US%a=_%p=UCLA%l=NT1-980814233741Z-16562@nt1.facnet.ucla. edu>
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To clarify, this specific application regards a Reference TB Lab that is

under review for upgrading. It doesn't appear that strictly speaking the

incubator would have to be contained in the BL3 room, as the primary risk

is from the manipulations of cultures that require opening of tubes,

although it may be "prudent" to contain the entire "operation" within a BL3

room.  That is the distinction I am trying to make, and wondered how the

"experts" not only viewed this, but also, how their BL3's are set up, e.g.,

with work benches, incubator, centrifuge, pass-through autoclave?????

Carol Showalter

BIosafety

Health Protection Office

U of Iowa

At 04:37 PM 8/14/98 -0700, you wrote:

>Hi Carol,

>Centrifuge or incubators...hummmm Both should be in the BSL3 if the bug

>is a nasty thing you can get by airborne transmission. Not knowing the

>bug or the experimental procedures it is hard to access which would be

>better to have in the higher containment area.

>Leslie Hofherr

>UCLA

>

>>-----Original Message-----

>>From:  Carol Showalter [SMTP:carol-showalter@UIOWA.EDU]

>>Sent:  Friday, August 14, 1998 3:30 PM

>>To:    BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>>Subject:       BL3 labs

>>

>>In looking at design guidelines for BL3 facilities, I find no reference

>>to

>>location of incubators.  It would appear to me that it would be "nice"

>>to

>>have an incubator inside the actual BL3 room, but not really a

>>requirement,

>>an issue that comes up with space limitations.  What are most BL3's

>>designed to accomodate?  It would seem more important to locate the

>>centrifuge inside the containment area than an incubator.

>>

>>Thanks for your help!!

>>Carol Showalter

>>

>>Carol Showalter

>>Biosafety Professional

>>Health Protection Office

>>The University of Iowa

>>E-Mail:carol-showalter@uiowa.edu

>>Tel:319-335-9553

>>Fax:319-335-7564

>

>
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Karen B. Byers" <Karen=B.=Byers%SS%DFCI@EYE.DFCI.HARVARD.EDU>

Subject:      Re: BL3 labs
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Hi Carol. Sounds like your researchers should ask for a little more BL3

space. There is a lot of spill potential related to incubator use--putting

in, taking out, knocking over cultures on shelves.  I would advise holding

out for having all steps of a BL3 experiment involving live cultures in a BL3

lab.
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         john Keene <jkeene@EROLS.COM>

Subject:      Re: BL3 labs
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Think containment.  There is a very good possibility of potential

accident occurring while transporting cultures from the BSC to the

incubator, particularly when the incubator is in another room.  If the

BL-3 lab is constructed properly, there are at least two doors to

manipulate between the work area (BSC) and the outside of the lab.

Surely there is room for an incubator in the lab.  If not, you should

really consider remodeling the space so that all of the work can be done

in the BL-3 facility.  Remember, the BMBL comments are minimal

requirements for containment.  With the danger of MDR TB the idea of

transporting cultures out of the containment area and, by the way, back

in to the containment area, every time is not consistent with

appropriate containment of the agent.  The BMBL is very specific about

the decontamination of all "waste" cultures and stocks prior to removal

from the containment lab, and perhaps we should consider this with

cultures "in process" as well.  If I had the responsibility for the lab,

I would want the incubator as close as possible to the Biosafety Cabinet

I was working in.
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Brenda Wong <bwong@UCSD.EDU>

Subject:      Cryptospordium oocytes
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I have a researcher who plans to use Cryptosporidium oocytes in rodents.  I

can't seem to find  any reference material as to what would be most

effective as a surface decontaminant for this.   Apparently the oocytes are

pretty hardy - even against full strength bleach.  Can anybody in

Biosafty-land give me some ideas or references?

Thanks in advance.

Brenda J. Wong

Biosafety Officer

Univ. of California, San Diego

Env. Health & Safety

9500 Gilman Drive

La Jolla, CA.  92093-0920

**************************

ph   619  534-6059

FAX  619  534-7982

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

bwong@ucsd.edu
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Ed Krisiunas <EKrisiunas@AOL.COM>

Subject:      No Subject
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Question from a colleague in Ohio on a subject that I'm not familiar with.

Should cultures of E. coli K12 with an ampicillin resistance and human

recombinant DNA (unknown origin) vector be considered an infectious waste?  E.

coli K12 alone is not a pathogen, but I am concerned about the R plasmid and

the recombinant human DNA out there in the world without treatment.  Any

assistance would be sincerely appreciated.

Ed Krisiunas, MT(ASCP), CIC, MPH

Spectrum

115 Lyons Road

Burlington, Connecticut

06013

860-675-1217

860-675-1311(fax)

ekrisiunas@aol.com
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Funk, Glenn" <GLENNF@EHSMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: BL3 labs
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Hi, Carol -

I agree with Karen and John - try to contain the entire operation in the

BSL3 lab and minimize the transfer distance between instruments

(biosafety cabinet, incubator, centrifuge, etc.).  At UCSF, we have a

very small BSL3 suite used exclusively for TB research.  It's quite

crowded but everything needed for the research is inside the lab.  This

greatly minimizes the opportunity for unintentional release of agents

during culture movements.  I recommend holding out for more space or a

design change to allow your lab to hold everything needed.  I also

suggest you consider installing 6" extension legs on all equipment that

sits on the floor - this will give you "mopping room" beneath bulky

items to accommodate routine or unanticipated cleanups.

-- Glenn

-----------------------------------------------

Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D., CBSP

Biosafety Officer

U.C. San Francisco

415-476-2097   fax 415-476-0581

glennf@ehsmail.ucsf.edu

-----Original Message-----

From: Carol Showalter [mailto:carol-showalter@UIOWA.EDU]

Sent: Monday, August 17, 1998 6:52 AM

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject: Re: BL3 labs

To clarify, this specific application regards a Reference TB Lab that is

under review for upgrading. It doesn't appear that strictly speaking the

incubator would have to be contained in the BL3 room, as the primary

risk

is from the manipulations of cultures that require opening of tubes,

although it may be "prudent" to contain the entire "operation" within a

BL3

room.  That is the distinction I am trying to make, and wondered how the

"experts" not only viewed this, but also, how their BL3's are set up,

e.g.,

with work benches, incubator, centrifuge, pass-through autoclave?????

Carol Showalter

BIosafety

Health Protection Office

U of Iowa

At 04:37 PM 8/14/98 -0700, you wrote:

>Hi Carol,

>Centrifuge or incubators...hummmm Both should be in the BSL3 if the bug

>is a nasty thing you can get by airborne transmission. Not knowing the

>bug or the experimental procedures it is hard to access which would be

>better to have in the higher containment area.

>Leslie Hofherr

>UCLA

>

>>-----Original Message-----

>>From:  Carol Showalter [SMTP:carol-showalter@UIOWA.EDU]

>>Sent:  Friday, August 14, 1998 3:30 PM

>>To:    BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>>Subject:       BL3 labs

>>

>>In looking at design guidelines for BL3 facilities, I find no

reference

>>to

>>location of incubators.  It would appear to me that it would be "nice"

>>to

>>have an incubator inside the actual BL3 room, but not really a

>>requirement,

>>an issue that comes up with space limitations.  What are most BL3's

>>designed to accomodate?  It would seem more important to locate the

>>centrifuge inside the containment area than an incubator.

>>

>>Thanks for your help!!

>>Carol Showalter

>>

>>Carol Showalter

>>Biosafety Professional

>>Health Protection Office

>>The University of Iowa

>>E-Mail:carol-showalter@uiowa.edu

>>Tel:319-335-9553

>>Fax:319-335-7564

>

>
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From:         Carol Showalter <carol-showalter@UIOWA.EDU>
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Thanks Glenn,

Quite a few people responded to my question and all said the same thing,

which was not a surprise.  Even though the guidelines do not expressly

state a requirement to contain all auxiliary equipment within the BL3, it

is obviously a prudent decision to do so.

Responses were truly appreciated and helpful!!

Carol Showalter

At 08:24 AM 8/18/98 -0700, you wrote:

>Hi, Carol -

>

>I agree with Karen and John - try to contain the entire operation in the

>BSL3 lab and minimize the transfer distance between instruments

>(biosafety cabinet, incubator, centrifuge, etc.).  At UCSF, we have a

>very small BSL3 suite used exclusively for TB research.  It's quite

>crowded but everything needed for the research is inside the lab.  This

>greatly minimizes the opportunity for unintentional release of agents

>during culture movements.  I recommend holding out for more space or a

>design change to allow your lab to hold everything needed.  I also

>suggest you consider installing 6" extension legs on all equipment that

>sits on the floor - this will give you "mopping room" beneath bulky

>items to accommodate routine or unanticipated cleanups.

>

>-- Glenn

>

>-----------------------------------------------

>Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D., CBSP

>Biosafety Officer

>U.C. San Francisco

>415-476-2097   fax 415-476-0581

>glennf@ehsmail.ucsf.edu

>

Carol Showalter

Biosafety Professional

Health Protection Office

The University of Iowa

E-Mail:carol-showalter@uiowa.edu

Tel:319-335-9553

Fax:319-335-7564
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Subject:      Re: No Subject
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Ed,

I would like to respond to your waste inquiry.

1. Under EPA guidelines, laboratory waste generated from "Cultures and

stocks of infectious agents and <underline>associated

biologicals</underline>" would require handling of such waste as

regulated waste. If the material is infectious then it would be

infectious waste. If the material is non-infectious, the material

should be handled as biological waste.Treatment of such waste will

depend in which state you resided. There are some exceptions to waste

from biotechnology facilities.

2. Under section II-A-3 (Comprehensive Risk Assessment) of the NIH

Guidelines for Research Involving Recombinant DNA Molecules: "Any

strain that is known to be more hazardous than the the parent

(wild-type) strain should be considered for handling at a higher

containment level". The use of a resistant - transfer -factor (Rtf)

plasmids would fit this category. As a result, elevation from a BSL1 to

a BSL 2 would be required and any waste generated should be treated

with precautions (and respect).

3. Under section III-A-1-a (Major Actions Under NIH Guidelines) of the

NIH Guidelines for Research Involving Recombinant DNA Molecules: "The

deliberate transfer of a drug resistance trait to microorganisms that

are not known to acquire the trait naturally (if such acquisition

<underline>could compromise</underline> the use of the drug to control

disease agents in humans, veterinary medicine, or agriculture)

<bold><underline>will be reviewed by the RAC.

</underline></bold>I'm not sure what the whole picture is but I hope

this information is of some value. Should any these comments are

applicable, the appropriate actions (or corrective actions) will be

required. You might have opened a can of worms for your colleague in

OHIO.  If anyone out there want to add or disagrees, please respond.

Al Jin, BSO, IH, CBSP, MS, CM(AAM), M(ASCP)

Lawrence Livermore National Laboratories

Livermore, CA

>Question from a colleague in Ohio on a subject that I'm not familiar

with.

>

>Should cultures of E. coli K12 with an ampicillin resistance and

human

>recombinant DNA (unknown origin) vector be considered an infectious

waste?  E.

>coli K12 alone is not a pathogen, but I am concerned about the R

plasmid and

>the recombinant human DNA out there in the world without treatment.

Any

>assistance would be sincerely appreciated.

>

>Ed Krisiunas, MT(ASCP), CIC, MPH

>Spectrum

>115 Lyons Road

>Burlington, Connecticut

>06013

>860-675-1217

>860-675-1311(fax)

>ekrisiunas@aol.com
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Fellow Colleagues,

I am looking for information regarding EPA criteria for designating a

chemical or disinfectant (pesticide) as EPA approved or as a EPA registered

product. Any leads would be appreciated.

Al Jin, BSO, IH CBSP, CM(AAM), M(ASCP)

Lawrence Livermore National Labs

Livermore, CA

925 423-7385
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Check out the Antimicrobial Complaint System web site at

http://ace.orst.edu/info/nptn

Look under the "Antimicrobial info" section.  The lists of EPA

registered antimicrobials are accessible here.

Julie A. Johnson, Ph.D.

Biosafety Officer

Environmental Health and Safety

118 Agronomy Lab

Iowa State University

Ames, IA  50011

phone:  515-294-7657,    fax:  515-294-9357,     e-mail:

jajohns@iastate.edu     http://www.ehs.iastate.edu

                -----Original Message-----

                From:   Alfred L. 'Al' Jin

[mailto:e442242@POPEYE.LLNL.GOV]

                Sent:   Tuesday, August 18, 1998 2:51 PM

                To:     BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

                Subject:        Information on EPA Registered

Disinfectants

                Fellow Colleagues,

                I am looking for information regarding EPA criteria for

designating a

                chemical or disinfectant (pesticide) as EPA approved or

as a EPA registered

                product. Any leads would be appreciated.

                Al Jin, BSO, IH CBSP, CM(AAM), M(ASCP)

                Lawrence Livermore National Labs

                Livermore, CA

                925 423-7385
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Julie,

Thanks, This is what I've been looking for.

AJ

Check out the Antimicrobial Complaint System web site at

>http://ace.orst.edu/info/nptn

>Look under the "Antimicrobial info" section.  The lists of EPA

>registered antimicrobials are accessible here.

>

>Julie A. Johnson, Ph.D.

>Biosafety Officer

>Environmental Health and Safety

>118 Agronomy Lab

>Iowa State University

>Ames, IA  50011

>phone:  515-294-7657,    fax:  515-294-9357,     e-mail:

>jajohns@iastate.edu     http://www.ehs.iastate.edu

>

>

>

>

>                -----Original Message-----

>                From:   Alfred L. 'Al' Jin

>[mailto:e442242@POPEYE.LLNL.GOV]

>                Sent:   Tuesday, August 18, 1998 2:51 PM

>                To:     BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>                Subject:        Information on EPA Registered

>Disinfectants

>

>                Fellow Colleagues,

>

>                I am looking for information regarding EPA criteria for

>designating a

>                chemical or disinfectant (pesticide) as EPA approved or

>as a EPA registered

>                product. Any leads would be appreciated.

>

>

>                Al Jin, BSO, IH CBSP, CM(AAM), M(ASCP)

>                Lawrence Livermore National Labs

>                Livermore, CA

>

>                925 423-7385
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Hello all:

I have a researcher who plans to use Cryptosporidium oocytes in rodents.  I

can't seem to find  any reference material as to what would be most

effective as a surface decontaminant for this.   Apparently the oocytes are

pretty hardy - even against full strength bleach.  Can anybody in

Biosafty-land give me some ideas or references?

Thanks in advance.

Brenda J. Wong

Biosafety Officer

Univ. of California, San Diego

Env. Health & Safety

9500 Gilman Drive

La Jolla, CA.  92093-0920

**************************

ph   619  534-6059

FAX  619  534-7982

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

bwong@ucsd.edu
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Hi Brenda,

Stuart gave me a hand-out from a Bob Emery who is an RBP at the U. of

Texax-Houston Science Center.  He references cryptosporidium in one of his

slides and might be a good contact.

(713) 500-8100 is his number.

cat

At 03:02 PM 8/18/98 -0700, you wrote:

>Hello all:

>

>I have a researcher who plans to use Cryptosporidium oocytes in rodents.  I

>can't seem to find  any reference material as to what would be most

>effective as a surface decontaminant for this.   Apparently the oocytes are

>pretty hardy - even against full strength bleach.  Can anybody in

>Biosafty-land give me some ideas or references?

>

>Thanks in advance.

>

>

>

>

>

>

>

>

>Brenda J. Wong

>Biosafety Officer

>Univ. of California, San Diego

>Env. Health & Safety

>9500 Gilman Drive

>La Jolla, CA.  92093-0920

>**************************

>ph   619  534-6059

>FAX  619  534-7982

>~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

>bwong@ucsd.edu

>

>
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I received an e-mail from the APIC(Association for Professionals in Infection

Control and Epidemiology) internet list. It reads as follows:

<<We have been receiving an increasing number of messages sent to the

APIClist that do not include complete signature block information.  All

posts to the APIClist are required to have a signature block with the

following information:

Name [required]

Title [required]

Facility [optional]

City/State [required]

Phone/Fax [optional]

E-mail [required]>>

Should we recommend that all e-mails posted to the biosafety list contain such

info.

As this list has grown, it has expanded beyond the first and second generation

of biosafety professionals who seem to know each other very well. I often see

names in e-mails but am not sure where these people are from.

Just thinking via e-mail.

Ed Krisiunas, MT(ASCP), CIC, MPH

Consultant

Spectrum

115 Lyons Road

Burlington, Connecticut

06013

860-675-1217

860-675-1311(fax)

ekrisiunas@aol.com
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My first port of call for information on all infectious agents is the

Canadian collection of safety data sheets at

http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/hpb/lcdc/biosafty/msds/index.html

Dr Stuart Thompson

Biological Safety Officer

University of Manchester

Ebgland
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Dear Ed,

=46irst of all you have to check out the type of plasmid used. Is it a=

 plasmid whose replication is restricted to E. coli, is this plasmid=

 mobilisable, or is it a shutlle vector with capabilities of transient or=

 stable expression in eukaryotic cells? You should also be concerned about=

 the DNA inserted: DNA or cDNA, cloned under a prokaryotic or eukarotic=

 promotor. When all these questions are answered, you can identify the=

 hazards and their likelihood, and finally determine the risks for humans=

 (the risks for the environment should also be assessed). However, it can be=

 assumed that the recombinant E. coli is not infectious. E. coli K12 lineage=

 is composed by strains unable to colonise human gut (Smith. 1975. Nature=

 255:500-502) and devoid of all E. coli virulence genes (M=FChldorfer &=

 Hacker. 1994. Microb. Pathog. 16:171-181). They are therefore considered as=

 safe and nonpathogenic bacterial strains. Besides, in nonsterile soils,=

 river waters, or municipal sludges, they are unable to survive for long=

 periods or to enter into the VBNC state (Bogosian et al. 1996. AEM=

 62:4114-4120; Heitkamp et al. 1993. J. Indust. Microbiol. 243-252). The=

 plasmid used is probably not self-transferable, and maybe nonmobilisable=

 (i.e. pUC series). The ampicilin  resistance of the plasmid is probably=

 encoded by a bla-TEM-1 gene which is the most encountered AmpR marker used=

 in molecular biology (pBR and pUC plasmids). TEM-1 is a widespread=

 plasmidic =DF-lactamase that attacks narrow-spectrum cephalosporins,=

 cefamandole, and cefoperazone and all the anti-gram-negative-bacterium=

 penicillins except temocillin. Aminothiazol chephalosporins, cephamycins,=

 monobactams and carbapenems are however resistant to its action. The TEM-1=

 enzyme was first reported from an E. coli isolate in 1965 and is now the=

 commonest =DF-lactamase found in enterobacteriaceae. Resistance in more=

 than 50% of AmpR E. coli clinical isolates is due to TEM-1 ( http://biosafe=

ty.ihe.be/AR/betalactamases.html ) . Even if transfer occurs to other=

 bacteria, it will not compromise the use of the drug to control disease=

 agents in humans, veterinary medicine, or agriculture. Finally, the=

 probablity for the GMM (recombinant E. coli) to express a biologically=

 active molecule posing risks to human health is low because the proteins=

 expressed in E. coli lack the post-translational modifications (many=

 eukaryotic non glycosylated proteins are biologically inactive) and can be=

 produced in an inactive form, such as in an insoluble inclusion body. I=

 will end up by saying that, even if the GMM could be considered as safe, it=

 should be inactivated by autoclaving or chemical treatment before to be=

 disoposed of.

I hope this information can be of some value for performing the risk=

 assessment. Good luck,

Jean-Marc

-------------------------------------------------------

Jean-Marc Collard, Dr

Section of Biosafety and Biotechnology

Scientific Institute of Public Health - Louis Pasteur

Rue J. Wytsmanstraat, 14

B-1050 Brussel - Belgium

Voice: 32-2-642 53 54

=46AX  : 32-2-642 52 92

Email: jcollard@sbb.ihe.be

Web Server: http://biosafety.ihe.be

-------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------

Dr J.-M. Collard

Section of Biosafety and Biotechnology

Scientific Institute of Public Health - Louis Pasteur

Rue J. Wytsmanstraat, 14

B-1050 Brussel

Belgium

Voice: 32-2-642 53 54

=46AX  : 32-2-642 52 92

Email: jcollard@sbb.ihe.be ---> jcollard@iph.fgov.be

Web Server: http://biosafety.ihe.be

-------------------------------------------------------
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Dear Ed,

=46irst of all you have to check out the type of plasmid used. Is it a=

 plasmid whose replication is restricted to E. coli, is this plasmid=

 mobilisable, or is it a shutlle vector with capabilities of transient or=

 stable expression in eukaryotic cells? You should also be concerned about=

 the DNA inserted: DNA or cDNA, cloned under a prokaryotic or eukarotic=

 promotor. When all these questions are answered, you can identify the=

 hazards and their likelihood, and finally determine the risks for humans=

 (the risks for the environment should also be assessed). However, it can be=

 assumed that the recombinant E. coli is not infectious. E. coli K12 lineage=

 is composed by strains unable to colonise human gut (Smith. 1975. Nature=

 255:500-502) and devoid of all E. coli virulence genes (M=FChldorfer &=

 Hacker. 1994. Microb. Pathog. 16:171-181). They are therefore considered as=

 safe and nonpathogenic bacterial strains. Besides, in nonsterile soils,=

 river waters, or municipal sludges, they are unable to survive for long=

 periods or to enter into the VBNC state (Bogosian et al. 1996. AEM=

 62:4114-4120; Heitkamp et al. 1993. J. Indust. Microbiol. 243-252). The=

 plasmid used is probably not self-transferable, and maybe nonmobilisable=

 (i.e. pUC series). The ampicilin  resistance of the plasmid is probably=

 encoded by a bla-TEM-1 gene which is the most encountered AmpR marker used=

 in molecular biology (pBR and pUC plasmids). TEM-1 is a widespread=

 plasmidic =DF-lactamase that attacks narrow-spectrum cephalosporins,=

 cefamandole, and cefoperazone and all the anti-gram-negative-bacterium=

 penicillins except temocillin. Aminothiazol chephalosporins, cephamycins,=

 monobactams and carbapenems are however resistant to its action. The TEM-1=

 enzyme was first reported from an E. coli isolate in 1965 and is now the=

 commonest =DF-lactamase found in enterobacteriaceae. Resistance in more=

 than 50% of AmpR E. coli clinical isolates is due to TEM-1 ( http://biosafe=

ty.ihe.be/AR/betalactamases.html ) . Even if transfer occurs to other=

 bacteria, it will not compromise the use of the drug to control disease=

 agents in humans, veterinary medicine, or agriculture. Finally, the=

 probablity for the GMM (recombinant E. coli) to express a biologically=

 active molecule posing risks to human health is low because the proteins=

 expressed in E. coli lack the post-translational modifications (many=

 eukaryotic non glycosylated proteins are biologically inactive) and can be=

 produced in an inactive form, such as in an insoluble inclusion body. I=

 will end up by saying that, even if the GMM could be considered as safe, it=

 should be inactivated by autoclaving or chemical treatment before to be=

 disoposed of.

I hope this information can be of some value for performing the risk=

 assessment. Good luck,

Jean-Marc

------------------------------------------------------

Dr J.-M. Collard

Section of Biosafety and Biotechnology

Scientific Institute of Public Health - Louis Pasteur

Rue J. Wytsmanstraat, 14

B-1050 Brussel

Belgium

Voice: 32-2-642 53 54

=46AX  : 32-2-642 52 92

Email: jcollard@sbb.ihe.be ---> jcollard@iph.fgov.be

Web Server: http://biosafety.ihe.be

-------------------------------------------------------

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 19 Aug 1998 09:16:26 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Don Callihan <Don_Callihan@MS.BD.COM>

Subject:      Re: signature block - should this be SOP?

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Don Callihan@BDX

08/19/98 09:16 AM

It is important to all of us to get to know who we are working with in our

global biosafety efforts.  It is not simply good "netiquette" to include a

signature block.

I would support a policy that requires a signature block on every Biosafty

posting.

Don Callihan

Donald R. Callihan, Ph.D.

Senior Clinical Microbiologist and

     Biosafety Officer

Becton Dickinson MSC-982

P.O. Box 999

Sparks, MD 21152-0999

Phone: 410.773.6684

Fax: 410.773.6446

e-mail: Don_Callihan@ms.bd.com
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At 02:55 PM 8/17/98 Brenda Wong wrote:

>I have a researcher who plans to use Cryptosporidium oocytes in rodents.  I

>can't seem to find  any reference material as to what would be most

>effective as a surface decontaminant for this.   Apparently the oocytes are

>pretty hardy - even against full strength bleach.  Can anybody in

>Biosafty-land give me some ideas or references?

>

What definitely would work are cold chemical sterilants such as

gluteraldehyde, >6% hydrogen peroxide, peracetic acid, chlorine dioxide.

Gluteraldehyde has a very low TLV so wouldn't be my first choice.

Peracetic acid again has some serious drawbacks - very strong respiratory

irritant.  That leaves hydrogen peroxide and chlorine dioxide -- hydrogen

peroxide wouldn't be too bad if the investigator wore appropriate PPE and

if the surface is metal or stone (wood deactivates H2O2).  Chlorine dioxide

would also be quite good on hard surfaces with appropriate PPE, it does

have a relatively short half life once activated and is costly.

I could find any ref. re: oocytes and sensitivity to high doses of Cl.  I

know it is resistant to levels normally used in water treatment.  It may be

susceptible to full strength bleach especially if you shift the pH from

high alkaline to neutral or acidic.  Much more active when pH is 7 or less.

Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

Assoc. Biosafety Officer

Mass. Inst. of Tech.

617-258-5647

rfink@mit.edu
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Brenda,

There were three references in regard to disinfection of Cryptosporidium in

the latest ABSA Newsletter (June 1998).  I haven't had a chance to retrieve

them, but they might help out:

Gerba, CP et al. 1997.  Wilderness Environ Med; 8: 96-100 "Efficacy of

Iodine Water Purification Tablets Against Cryptosporidium oocysts and

Giuardia [sic] cysts."

Jenkins, MB et al. 1998. Appl. Environ. Microbiol. 64: 784-88 "Inactivation

of Cryptosporidium parvuum oocysts by ammonia"

Llyanange,  LR et al. 1997.  Ozone-Sci Eng. 19:409-23 "Sequential

Disinfection of Cryptosporidium parvum by Ozone and Chlorine Dioxide"

We've struggled with this here too.  Our researchers here use 30% lysol,

followed by hydrogen peroxide.  But they couldn't produce a document that

indicated that this was efficacious.  Their main argument in support of

this protocol was that they were the only crypto lab in the country (or at

least in their field of vision) that hadn't had a lab-acquired case of

Crypto.  Not the kind of documentation we were looking for, but in the

absence of other data, we've let them work.  And to their credit, they

continue their streak of no illness.

Let us know what you find out!

LouAnn

At 03:02 PM 8/18/98 -0700, you wrote:

>Hello all:

>

>I have a researcher who plans to use Cryptosporidium oocytes in rodents.  I

>can't seem to find  any reference material as to what would be most

>effective as a surface decontaminant for this.   Apparently the oocytes are

>pretty hardy - even against full strength bleach.  Can anybody in

>Biosafty-land give me some ideas or references?

>

>Thanks in advance.

>Brenda J. Wong

>Biosafety Officer

>Univ. of California, San Diego

>Env. Health & Safety

>9500 Gilman Drive

>La Jolla, CA.  92093-0920

>**************************

>ph   619  534-6059

>FAX  619  534-7982

>~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

>bwong@ucsd.edu

>

-------------------------------------------------------------------

LouAnn C. Burnett

Assistant Director, Environmental Health & Safety

Biological Safety Section

Division of Environmental Health & Safety

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

217-244-7362 (office)     217-244-6594 (fax)

--------------------------------------------------------------------
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For your information:

The United States Department of Transportation's Research and Special Programs

Administration (DOT/RSPA) will conduct an Internet public meeting on

Infectious

Substances on September 14, 1998 at 9:00 am through September 16 at 12:00 pm.

The Internet public meeting will be held at:

http://hazmat.dot.gov/forum.

The Internet Brochure (http://hazmat.dot.gov/townmeet.pdf) contains additional

information concerning the public meeting.

Join in and provide your input. The proposed rule should be published

sometimes

this month.

Stefan
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Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit

Dear Ed, I hope that everyone will save the response from Dr. Jean-Marc

Collard as a beautiful example of a well documented risk assessment. However,

the NIH Recombinant DNA Guidelines probably provide the answer for you. The

lowest level of containment for work with recombinant molecules, whether

exempt from the guidelines or not, is BSL1 under which (See Appendix G, G-I-

A-1-c) all contaminated liquid or solid wastes are decontaminated before

disposal. Once decontaminated, unless your local or state laws provide a

different spin, they would not be considered as regulated medical waste or

infectious waste for disposal purposes. We are not to release (deliberately or

unplanned) recombinant DNA materials to the environment unless cleared by the

appropriate agency (NIH, FDA,USDA,EPA etc.)

Diane O. Fleming, Ph.D.

Biosafety Consultant

15611 Plumwood Ct.

Bowie, MD 20716-1434

Tel. 301-249-3951

FAx 301-249-8837

e-mail Dimerck@aol.com

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 19 Aug 1998 13:21:18 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Johnson, Julie A." <jajohns@IASTATE.EDU>

Subject:      Re: signature block - should this be SOP?

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

I agree that we should.  It is only professional to identify yourself.

Julie A. Johnson, Biosafety Officer

Environmental Health and Safety

118 Agronomy Lab

Iowa State University

Ames, IA  50011

phone:  515-294-7657,    fax:  515-294-9357,     e-mail:

jajohns@iastate.edu     http://www.ehs.iastate.edu

-----Original Message-----

From: Ed Krisiunas [mailto:EKrisiunas@AOL.COM]

Sent: Tuesday, August 18, 1998 7:35 PM

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject: signature block - should this be SOP?

I received an e-mail from the APIC(Association for Professionals in

Infection

Control and Epidemiology) internet list. It reads as follows:

<<We have been receiving an increasing number of messages sent to the

APIClist that do not include complete signature block information.  All

posts to the APIClist are required to have a signature block with the

following information:

Name [required]

Title [required]

Facility [optional]

City/State [required]

Phone/Fax [optional]

E-mail [required]>>

Should we recommend that all e-mails posted to the biosafety list

contain such

info.

As this list has grown, it has expanded beyond the first and second

generation

of biosafety professionals who seem to know each other very well. I

often see

names in e-mails but am not sure where these people are from.

Just thinking via e-mail.

Ed Krisiunas, MT(ASCP), CIC, MPH

Consultant

Spectrum

115 Lyons Road

Burlington, Connecticut

06013

860-675-1217

860-675-1311(fax)

ekrisiunas@aol.com

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 19 Aug 1998 14:57:18 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: signature block - should this be SOP?

In-Reply-To:  <7118F2ADFC6BD1118F550000C087F0E63B85CD@fs78028.adp.iastate.edu>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Just a point for discussion.

My e-mail at home does not have a signature file currentlydue to a system

wipe out.  This is on my list of things to do.  My boss, whom I consider a

computer whiz had to be taught by me how to filter his mail.  My point is

that for various reason, very legitamate, people will not have a signature

file or realize that they should have one.

I have a signature file at work.  My point is that for various reasons,

some very legitamate, people will not have a signature file or realize that

they should have one.

Some people do not know they have or must create this.  But they can use

e-mail.

>I agree that we should.  It is only professional to identify yourself.

>

>Julie A. Johnson, Biosafety Officer

>Environmental Health and Safety

>118 Agronomy Lab

>Iowa State University

>Ames, IA  50011

>phone:  515-294-7657,    fax:  515-294-9357,     e-mail:

>jajohns@iastate.edu     http://www.ehs.iastate.edu

>

>

>-----Original Message-----

>From: Ed Krisiunas [mailto:EKrisiunas@AOL.COM]

>Sent: Tuesday, August 18, 1998 7:35 PM

>To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>Subject: signature block - should this be SOP?

>

>

>I received an e-mail from the APIC(Association for Professionals in

>Infection

>Control and Epidemiology) internet list. It reads as follows:

>

><<We have been receiving an increasing number of messages sent to the

>APIClist that do not include complete signature block information.  All

>posts to the APIClist are required to have a signature block with the

>following information:

>

>Name [required]

>Title [required]

>Facility [optional]

>City/State [required]

>Phone/Fax [optional]

>E-mail [required]>>

>

>

>Should we recommend that all e-mails posted to the biosafety list

>contain such

>info.

>

>As this list has grown, it has expanded beyond the first and second

>generation

>of biosafety professionals who seem to know each other very well. I

>often see

>names in e-mails but am not sure where these people are from.

>

>Just thinking via e-mail.

>

>

>Ed Krisiunas, MT(ASCP), CIC, MPH

>Consultant

>Spectrum

>115 Lyons Road

>Burlington, Connecticut

>06013

>860-675-1217

>860-675-1311(fax)

>ekrisiunas@aol.com

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 19 Aug 1998 14:05:32 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Johnson, Julie A." <jajohns@IASTATE.EDU>

Subject:      Re: signature block - should this be SOP?

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

I know that it is extra typing, but you don't have to have a computer

generated signature block to include your name and association.  I have

always typed mine until I very recently acquired the ability to use a

signature block.

Julie A. Johnson, Biosafety Officer

Environmental Health and Safety

118 Agronomy Lab

Iowa State University

Ames, IA  50011

phone:  515-294-7657,    fax:  515-294-9357,     e-mail:

jajohns@iastate.edu     http://www.ehs.iastate.edu

-----Original Message-----

From: Robert N. Latsch [mailto:rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU]

Sent: Wednesday, August 19, 1998 2:57 PM

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject: Re: signature block - should this be SOP?

Just a point for discussion.

My e-mail at home does not have a signature file currentlydue to a

system

wipe out.  This is on my list of things to do.  My boss, whom I consider

a

computer whiz had to be taught by me how to filter his mail.  My point

is

that for various reason, very legitamate, people will not have a

signature

file or realize that they should have one.

I have a signature file at work.  My point is that for various reasons,

some very legitamate, people will not have a signature file or realize

that

they should have one.

Some people do not know they have or must create this.  But they can use

e-mail.

>I agree that we should.  It is only professional to identify yourself.

>

>Julie A. Johnson, Biosafety Officer

>Environmental Health and Safety

>118 Agronomy Lab

>Iowa State University

>Ames, IA  50011

>phone:  515-294-7657,    fax:  515-294-9357,     e-mail:

>jajohns@iastate.edu     http://www.ehs.iastate.edu

>

>

>-----Original Message-----

>From: Ed Krisiunas [mailto:EKrisiunas@AOL.COM]

>Sent: Tuesday, August 18, 1998 7:35 PM

>To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>Subject: signature block - should this be SOP?

>

>

>I received an e-mail from the APIC(Association for Professionals in

>Infection

>Control and Epidemiology) internet list. It reads as follows:

>

><<We have been receiving an increasing number of messages sent to the

>APIClist that do not include complete signature block information.  All

>posts to the APIClist are required to have a signature block with the

>following information:

>

>Name [required]

>Title [required]

>Facility [optional]

>City/State [required]

>Phone/Fax [optional]

>E-mail [required]>>

>

>

>Should we recommend that all e-mails posted to the biosafety list

>contain such

>info.

>

>As this list has grown, it has expanded beyond the first and second

>generation

>of biosafety professionals who seem to know each other very well. I

>often see

>names in e-mails but am not sure where these people are from.

>

>Just thinking via e-mail.

>

>

>Ed Krisiunas, MT(ASCP), CIC, MPH

>Consultant

>Spectrum

>115 Lyons Road

>Burlington, Connecticut

>06013

>860-675-1217

>860-675-1311(fax)

>ekrisiunas@aol.com

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental

Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental

Safety

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 19 Aug 1998 12:54:01 -0700

Reply-To:     Sarah E Palmer <spalmer@U.Arizona.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Sarah E Palmer <spalmer@U.ARIZONA.EDU>

Subject:      Adenoviral vector protocols

In-Reply-To:  <vines.Ak,6+jE2qpA@EYE.DFCI.HARVARD.EDU>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

Hi. Can anyone point me towards useful references for determining the

recombination frequency of disarmed adenoviral  vectors?  I am interested

in the different approaches that may be used.

Thanks.

Sarah  Palmer

Institutional Biosafety Committee

Life Sciences South, Rm 346

PO BOX 210106

University  of Arizona

Tucson AZ 85721-0106

spalmer@U.Arizona.EDU

ph. 520 621-5279

fax 520 621-6159

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 19 Aug 1998 15:57:03 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Cheri Marcham <Cheryl-Marcham@OUHSC.EDU>

Subject:      BSC certification

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

OUHSC is in the process of bidding out certification of BSCs.  Anyone have

good existing wording that can be used for the minimum qualifications of the

vendor/individual, specifically with respect to NSF certification or other

recommendations you may have?

Cheri Marcham

OUHSC

cheri-marcham@ouhsc.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 19 Aug 1998 16:55:00 EDT

Reply-To:     Karen=B.=Byers%SS%DFCI@EYE.DFCI.HARVARD.EDU

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Karen B. Byers" <Karen=B.=Byers%SS%DFCI@EYE.DFCI.HARVARD.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Adenoviral vector protocols

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

My file has only one reference on adenoviral vectors which may interest you:

"Emergence of Early Region I-containing Replication-competent Adenovirus in

stocks of replication-defective Adenovirus Recombinants (delta E1+ delta E3)

During Multiple Passages in 293 Cells"

Human gene Therapy 5: 1485-1491(December 1994)

Karen Byers, CBSP

Dana-Farber Cancer Institute

44 Binney Street

Boston, MA 02115

karen_byers@dfci.harvard.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 20 Aug 1998 09:22:47 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Jairo Betancourt <jairob@MIAMI.EDU>

Subject:      Re: BSC certification

MIME-version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1"

Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit

I am also very interested on this document. .please include me in any of

your responses. Thank you.

-----Original Message-----

From: Cheri Marcham <Cheryl-Marcham@OUHSC.EDU>

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Date: Wednesday, August 19, 1998 5:11 PM

Subject: BSC certification

>OUHSC is in the process of bidding out certification of BSCs.  Anyone have

>good existing wording that can be used for the minimum qualifications of

the

>vendor/individual, specifically with respect to NSF certification or other

>recommendations you may have?

>

>Cheri Marcham

>OUHSC

>cheri-marcham@ouhsc.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 20 Aug 1998 08:37:43 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Francis Churchill <fchurchi@ESF.UVM.EDU>

Subject:      Re: BSC certification

In-Reply-To:  <1972192502C1D111B7AE0000F8033E5601DE04F2@EMAIL.ouhsc.edu>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

This is what I sent out in '96 when we last went out for bid.  Hope it helps.

Francis

UVM Biosafety Cabinet Repair and Inspection

Request For Proposal

Project Scope

The University of Vermont (UVM) is requesting proposals for the annual

inspection and certification, and on-going maintenance of its biosafety

cabinets and related devices.  There are approximately 140 such devices

located in 10 buildings on our main campus and 3 additional buildings

within 5 miles of the main campus.

All testing, repairs, installations and other work must comply with:

- National Sanitation Foundation's (NSF) Standard #49, including Annexes A - I.

- Guidelines of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and

the National Institutes of Health (NIH) published in Biosafety in

Microbiological and Biomedical Laboratories,

- and all other applicable federal, state and local regulations.

All work is to be performed only by the contracted vendor's employees

holding an NSF Class II Cabinet Field Certifier Accreditation.  The vendor

shall maintain training documentation of its employees as well as copies of

any applicable permits, which must be available for review upon request by

the University.

The vendor must conduct a medical monitoring program, along with

appropriate vaccinations, of its employees.  This program (not the

individual's results) must also be available for review upon request by the

University.

Project Intent

The University requests a one year contract with an option to extend for a

maximum of three years.  The contract can be cancelled by either party at

any time with a 30 day prior notice.

Project Specification

Proposals should include a cost breakdown for the following tasks.  Cost

breakdowns should include all labor, travel, per diem expenses, and

certification costs.

I. Each spring the contracted vender will inspect and certify all of UVM's

approximately 140 biosafety devices, including:

        - 98 biosafety cabinets (classes IA, IIA, IIB1, IIB2, and IIB3),

                two of these are in biosafety level 3 facilities.

        - 31 Clean Benches,

        - 9 Animal storage racks,

        - 1 Class 1 dumping station.

The following tests related to containment will be performed on each device:

        1.  Downflow velocity,

        2.  Inflow velocity,

        3.  Airflow smoke patterns,

        4.  HEPA filter leak test,

        5.  Cabinet leak test (for any cabinets that are newly installed,

recently moved or that have had panels removed for maintenance purposes),

        6.  Ultraviolet light intensity, when appropriate,

        7.  Electrical leakage, ground circuit resistance and polarity tests.

                        $___________

The following tests related to worker comfort and safety will be performed

on an as needed basis:

        1.  Lighting intensity test     $___________

        2.  Vibration test      $___________

        3.  Noise level test    $___________

All test procedures must conform to NSF standard 49 Annex F

II. Some cabinets may need repairs in order to pass the inspection.  The

vendor must be able to complete many of these repairs while on site.

        Decontamination and Neutralization      $___________

        Labor (per hour)        $___________

        Additional costs (parts, transportation, etc)   $___________

III. During the year the contracted vendor will need to respond to specific

problems that occur with the biosafety cabinets.  This response time needs

to be less than 2 weeks.

        Diagnosis       $___________

        Decontamination / Neutralization        $___________

        18" x 48" x 6" HEPA filters     $___________

        12" x 18" x 12" HEPA filters    $___________

        Labor (based on 1 hour) $___________

        Testing & Certification $___________

        Additional Costs        $___________

Please send this to the following:

Nick Flynn

B & V Testing, Inc

212 Calvary Street

Waltham, MA 02154

(617) 891-9081

Michael Hebdon

Microbial Assessment Associates

1 Kendall Square, Suite 251, PO Box 9171

Cambridge, MA  02139

(617) 621-7095

Stephen O'Neil

Scientific Air Analysis

47 Fatima Drive

Ashland, MA 01721

800-287-5252 or 508-881-7100

Steve Feinstein

Medical Repair Labs

141 Linden Avenue

Westbury, NY 11590

(800) 292-5255

Ron Bolesta / Christopher Rozanski      Corporate Offices

ENV Services, Inc.      ENV Services, Inc.

1016 West 8th Ave       42 Berkley Ave.

King of Prussia, PA  19406      Cononia, NJ  07067

800 345-6094    800 345-6094

Jim Flannery    Corporate Offices

Consolidated Safety Services, Inc.      Consolidated Safety Services, Inc.

234 Egypt Road  4031 University Drive, Suite 400

Norristown, PA  19403   Fairfax, VA  22030

(800) 298-0808  (800) 888-4612

Alcohol and calculus don't mix.  Never drink and derive.

Francis Churchill, IHIT

University of Vermont - Environmental Safety Facility

655D Spear Street, Burlington, VT  05405-3010

(802) 656-5405

fchurchi@zoo.uvm.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 20 Aug 1998 08:50:57 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Burgener, Jyl A" <jab19768@GLAXOWELLCOME.COM>

Subject:      Re: BSC certification

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

All biological safety cabinets will be certified in accordance with

testing criteria establishe in NSF International STandard 49, Annex F,

May 1992.  Testing will be performed to the manufacturer's

specifications for the specific unit.  The folloowing primary tests will

be performed:

Downflow Velocity Test

Inflow Velocity Test

Airflow Smoke Pattern Test

HEPA Filter Leak Test

All of the following worker safety and comfort test will be performed:

Noise Leve Test

Lighting Intensity Test

Vibration Test

Electrical Leakage Test

Ground Circuit Resistance Test

Electrical Polarity and Ground Fault Interrupter Test

In addition, ultraviolet lamp intensity test and magnehelic gauge

readings will be reported whenever applicable.

Inflow velocity measurements for all Call II Type B  biological safey

cabinets will be measured using a direct inflow measuring device

(Shortridge micromanometer with capture hood attachment).

Each Class II B biological safety cabinet will be evaluated to determine

how it interfaces with the builidng ventilation system.  This is an

extremely important service becaus often when a tehnician makes an

adjustment to the building ventilation system at a given location, that

adjustment can have an adverse effect on any other piece of equipment

that may be attached to the same section of the building ventilation

system.

If any biological safet cabinet is installed in a location where the

clearance from the topy of the unit to the ceiling does not meet the

manufacturer's recommendation, a direct inflow measuring device will be

used to measure the inflow air velocity.

Also to be inspected:

evaluate each biological safety cabinet for appearance

inspect all moving parts for proper performance

set all manufacturer installed alarms to the manufacturer's

specifications.

Hope this helps.

Jyl Burgener

Biological Safety Officer

phone (919)483-6450 fax (919) 549-8561

email:  Jab19768@glaxoWellcome.com

> -----Original Message-----

> From: Cheri Marcham [SMTP:Cheryl-Marcham@OUHSC.EDU]

> Sent: Wednesday, August 19, 1998 4:57 PM

> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:      BSC certification

>

> OUHSC is in the process of bidding out certification of BSCs.  Anyone

> have

> good existing wording that can be used for the minimum qualifications

> of the

> vendor/individual, specifically with respect to NSF certification or

> other

> recommendations you may have?

>

> Cheri Marcham

> OUHSC

> cheri-marcham@ouhsc.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 20 Aug 1998 18:26:13 +0100

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         DOBLHOFF-DIER OTTO <doblhoff@EDV2.BOKU.AC.AT>

Organization: Universitaet fuer Bodenkultur Wien

Subject:      Laboratory infections Bibliography: update

In-Reply-To:  <v03110700b201c8b61b57@[132.198.205.30]>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

Dear Safety Netters,

The Working Party "Safety in Biotechnology" Working Party of

the European Federation Biotechnology has updated the

on-line bibiliography on Laboratory acquired infections compiled by

Chris Collins.

http://www.boku.ac.at/iam/efb/lai.htm

Otto Doblhoff-Dier

Chairman Working Party Safety in Biotechnology of the European Federation Biotechnology

Inst. Appl. Microbiol, Univ. Agric.,

Nussdorfer Laende 11, A-1190 Vienna, Austria, Europe

Tel: *43-1-36006-6204    Fax:*43-1-3697615

EMAIL: doblhoff@edv2.boku.ac.at

WWW: http://www.boku.ac.at/iam/efb/

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 20 Aug 1998 12:01:28 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         John Keene <jkeene@EROLS.COM>

Subject:      Re: No Subject

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=ISO-8859-1

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

I think we get into to much of a tizzy over whether or not an organism is

infectious.  Any good microbiologist understands that when you have grown

the organism in the laboratory, you have increased the numbers and

therefore have increased the potential for survival in the environment.

Cultures of microorganisms should in my opinion be treated prior to leaving

the laboratory no matter what they are.  Then we don't have to decide if

they are "infectious waste". Just my opinion.

----------

> From: Ed Krisiunas <EKrisiunas@AOL.COM>

> To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject: No Subject

> Date: Tuesday, August 18, 1998 10:48 AM

>

> Question from a colleague in Ohio on a subject that I'm not familiar

with.

>

> Should cultures of E. coli K12 with an ampicillin resistance and human

> recombinant DNA (unknown origin) vector be considered an infectious

waste?  E.

> coli K12 alone is not a pathogen, but I am concerned about the R plasmid

and

> the recombinant human DNA out there in the world without treatment.  Any

> assistance would be sincerely appreciated.

>

> Ed Krisiunas, MT(ASCP), CIC, MPH

> Spectrum

> 115 Lyons Road

> Burlington, Connecticut

> 06013

> 860-675-1217

> 860-675-1311(fax)

> ekrisiunas@aol.com

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 20 Aug 1998 13:36:43 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Joseph P. Kozlovac" <jkozlovac@MAIL.NCIFCRF.GOV>

Subject:      Job Opportunity

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Interested parties should send a cover letter, resume, and salary

requirements to M. Elizabeth Battle, Employment Representative, Human

Resources Department (contact information below).  Do not send resumes to

me directly.

>SR. BIOSAFETY SPECIALIST - OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH & ENVIRONMENTAL HYGIENE

>

>SAIC Frederick, a division of Science Applications International

>Corporation and the world's largest employee-owned scientific, technical

>and engineering services company, manages the Operations & Technical

>Support (OTS) contract for the National Cancer Institute's Frederick Cancer

>Research & Development Center (NCI-FCRDC) located at Ft. Detrick in

>Frederick, Maryland.  SAIC Frederick functions as a contemporary

>biotechnology organization where its scientists work collaboratively with

>NCI counterparts on projects ranging from gene analysis at the molecular

>level to clinical projects on new methods of cancer treatment.

>

>The Safety & Environmental Protection Program (SEPP) plays an integral part

>in the daily functioning of the FCRDC.  SEPP is charged with the overall

>safety for the FCRDC's employee population in coordination with the NCI and

>Ft. Detrick's safety organization.  We currently have an exciting

>opportunity for an individual to join our team in the Occupational &

>Environmental Hygiene Section.

>

>The selected individual will assist the Biological Safety Officer in

developing and

>implementing a comprehensive biological safety program; conduct various

>safety training classes; manage the biosafety cabinet certification

>program, under minimal supervision; manage the work authorization tag

>program; and professionally decontaminate biological safety cabinets and

>related equipment.

>

>Potential exposure to biohazards, radioactive materials, corrosive

>chemicals, solvents, and chemical carcinogens.

>

>B.S. degree in safety/health/related field with 2-5 years of related

>experience.  Working knowledge of various word processing programs and

>spreadsheet applications. Ability to maintain confidentiality pertaining to

>occupational exposure, medical, and similar data; must possess excellent

>organizational skills and the ability to meet deadlines, and possess

>excellent grammatical, communication, and interpersonal skills and be able

>to deal tactfully with all levels of Center personnel.

>

>The selected individual will work in a campus-like setting near Baltimore

and Washington, DC.

>SAIC offers a competitive salary and excellent benefits program, including

>insurances, 401(k) savings program, stock purchase plans, tuition

>assistance, and more.

>

>Forward resume in confidence, citing salary requirements and 3 references,

to:

>

>SAIC Frederick

>M. Elizabeth Battle, Recruiter

>NCI-FCRDC

>P.O. Box B

>Frederick, MD  21702-1201

>

>email: hr@mail.ncifcrf.gov

>fax:  301-846-5172

______________________________________________________________________________

Biological Safety Officer

Safety and Environmental Protection Program

NCI - Frederick Cancer Research

and Development Center

(301)846-1451 fax: (301)846-6619

email: jkozlovac@mail.ncifcrf.gov

______________________________________________________________________________
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Date:         Fri, 21 Aug 1998 11:14:15 MST-0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "THERESE M. STINNETT" <Therese.Stinnett@UCHSC.EDU>

Organization: UCHSC -- FACILITIES

Subject:      biotech facilities

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

Our city is in the process of redeveloping a military base

(Fitzsimons Army Medical Center) into a university health sciences

center and biotech park.

The biotech park is planned for a large portion of open acreage,

which was used for the disposition of sludge from the sewage

treatment plant, as I understand it.  The question was asked of me:

who regulates where biotech facilities may be built?  It was thought

that the FDA might have input via the CGMP regulations.  Has anyone

dealt with these issues?

Terry Stinnett

therese.stinnett@uchsc.edu

UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

BioSafety Officer

4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

Denver, CO 80262

303-315-6754
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Date:         Fri, 21 Aug 1998 11:02:11 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Patricia LaPorte <plaporte@UCSD.EDU>

Subject:      Re: biotech facilities

In-Reply-To:  <199808211711.LAA10006@essex.UCHSC.edu>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

If you ever hope to license a facility for GMP grade operations you would

be well advised to speak with your local FDA office.  In California we work

with the Calif. Food and Drug Board as reps of the FDA.  They are very

willing to help in the very early planning stages and do consider the

suitability of a given location when issuing a license.

>Our city is in the process of redeveloping a military base

>(Fitzsimons Army Medical Center) into a university health sciences

>center and biotech park.

>

>The biotech park is planned for a large portion of open acreage,

>which was used for the disposition of sludge from the sewage

>treatment plant, as I understand it.  The question was asked of me:

>who regulates where biotech facilities may be built?  It was thought

>that the FDA might have input via the CGMP regulations.  Has anyone

>dealt with these issues?

>Terry Stinnett

>therese.stinnett@uchsc.edu

>UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

>BioSafety Officer

>4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

>Denver, CO 80262

>303-315-6754

Pat LaPorte

Technical Coordinator

Program in Human Gene Therapy

Univ. of Calif. San Diego

(619)534-1419
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Date:         Fri, 21 Aug 1998 13:26:06 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Alfred L. 'Al' Jin" <e442242@POPEYE.LLNL.GOV>

Subject:      Re: biotech facilities

In-Reply-To:  <v03110702b203642f4012@[132.239.203.176]>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

To Terry and Pat,

Let get back to the basics. First you have to declare to the world that you

are planning to do this. An Environmental Impact Report (EIR) is prepare

and submitted to the city or county planning commission. The lawyers meet

and discussed the issues. A public hearing is held to discuss the EIR. If

the EIR is negative then you can proceed. At this point you are about $30K

- $50K in the hole. If you still have any money, you should then bring in

the consultants (i.e., FDA, ....) and other in-house experts (ie.

compliance people, CLIENTS). Oh don't forget to include the general public

in your conceptual designs, because if they don't like it, they'll can just

file a lawsuit and halt all work during the construction phase of the

project.

Should this happen, all construction stops and you are still paying their

time. More money down the tubes. If you survive this and the construction

people are still talking to ya, you now need to get the proper air, water,

and waste permits to operate.

To finally answer your question of who regulates when you can built it,

it's my opinon that probably everyone does. To solve your problem, you need

to make sure that the architects and contractors have experience in

handling such a project. Check their references very carefully and be sure

that are familiar to your general area and its unique problems.

Al Jin, BSO,IH,CBSP,MS,CM(AAM),M(ASCP)

Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory

Livermore, CA

Phone: 925 423-7385

E-mail:Jin2@llnl.gov

>If you ever hope to license a facility for GMP grade operations you would

>be well advised to speak with your local FDA office.  In California we work

>with the Calif. Food and Drug Board as reps of the FDA.  They are very

>willing to help in the very early planning stages and do consider the

>suitability of a given location when issuing a license.

>

>>Our city is in the process of redeveloping a military base

>>(Fitzsimons Army Medical Center) into a university health sciences

>>center and biotech park.

>>

>>The biotech park is planned for a large portion of open acreage,

>>which was used for the disposition of sludge from the sewage

>>treatment plant, as I understand it.  The question was asked of me:

>>who regulates where biotech facilities may be built?  It was thought

>>that the FDA might have input via the CGMP regulations.  Has anyone

>>dealt with these issues?

>>Terry Stinnett

>>therese.stinnett@uchsc.edu

>>UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

>>BioSafety Officer

>>4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

>>Denver, CO 80262

>>303-315-6754

>

>

>Pat LaPorte

>Technical Coordinator

>Program in Human Gene Therapy

>Univ. of Calif. San Diego

>(619)534-1419
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Ed Krisiunas <EKrisiunas@AOL.COM>

Subject:      Children and pets in labs

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit

Request for Assistance:

While I would assume SOP (as well as common sense) would dictate children or

pets should not be allowed in research laboratories where hazards exist

(microbiological, chemical, etc.),  I have been asked to find a reference that

actually states that.

I have look through the BMBL and Guidelines for Working with rDNA.

Any guidance would be appreciated.

Ed Krisiunas, MT(ASCP), CIC, MPH

Consultant

Spectrum

115 Lyons Road

Burlington, Connecticut

06013

860-675-1217

860-675-1311(fax)

ekrisiunas@aol.com
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Date:         Wed, 26 Aug 1998 08:28:43 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Tim Ryan <tryan@UH.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Children and pets in labs

MIME-version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

At  7:01 AM 8/26/98 -0400, Ed Krisiunas wrote:

>Request for Assistance:

>

>While I would assume SOP (as well as common sense) would dictate children or

>pets should not be allowed in research laboratories where hazards exist

>(microbiological, chemical, etc.),  I have been asked to find a reference that

>actually states that.

>

>I have look through the BMBL and Guidelines for Working with rDNA.

>

>Any guidance would be appreciated.

>

>Ed Krisiunas, MT(ASCP), CIC, MPH

Ed:

See p. 82 of the National Research Council's "Prudent Practices in the

Laboratory", National Academy Press, Washington, D.C., 1995.  It states:

"5.C  General Procedures for Working With Hazardous Chemicals

5.C.1 Personal Behavior

...

* Do not allow visitors, including children and pets, in laboratories where

hazardous substances are stored or are in use or hazardous activities are

in progress."

It's no stretch to make this work in ANY lab. Good luck.

Tim.

----

USPS:  Tim Ryan - CIH, CSP, RBP

       Director - Environmental & Physical Safety Department

       University of Houston System : University of Houston

       EPSD-1852

       University of Houston

       Houston, TX 77204-1852

Voice: (713) 743-5858          FAX:    (713) 743-5859

E-mail: tryan@uh.edu

URL--> http://www.uh.edu/admin/epsd/index.html

      * --------------------- *

      |  No fear?  No brain.  |

      * --------------------- *

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 26 Aug 1998 09:35:10 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Cheri Marcham <Cheryl-Marcham@OUHSC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Children and pets in labs

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

You will find some information on pets in the Biosafety in Microbiological

and Biomedical Laboratories

in BSL2

B. Special Practices

12. Animals not involved in the work being performed are not permitted in

the lab.

and BSL3

B. Special Practices

17. Animals and plants not related to the work being conducted are not

permitted in the laboratory.

Cheri Marcham

The University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center

cheri-marcham@ouhsc.edu
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Date:         Wed, 26 Aug 1998 11:25:01 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Debra Hunt <hunt0009@MC.DUKE.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Children and pets in labs

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Ed. ....We have looked into this (and re-looked recently) and found that a

strong reference is each state's child labor laws, even though they are not

"employees" as such.  We generally get firm support regarding kids in the

workplace from our risk management crew.   Pets are a different

matter...there are references in the BMBL about animals that are not part

of the research should be restricted from the lab.  Hope this helps some.

Debbie Hunt, DrPH, CBSP, RBP

Biological Safety

Duke University and DU Medical Center

Durham NC

919-684-8822

hunt0009@mc.duke.edu
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Date:         Wed, 26 Aug 1998 11:50:19 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Senjem, David H." <senjem.david@MAYO.EDU>

Subject:      Carpet Disinfection

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

I would appreciate any information anyone on the list may have related to a

disinfecting carpet shampoo.  We have some carpet that became wet and

developed heavy mold growth.  I understand if such a product were available

it may take several applications to bring it back to culture confirmed

"normal flora".  Has anyone had any experience with this kind or problem or

have any product suggestions?  The carpet is new and we would like to try

the disinfecting approach first rather than going ahead with replacement.

Thank you,

David H. Senjem

Mayo Clinic

Rochester, MN.

senjem.david@mayo.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 26 Aug 1998 13:46:34 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Joseph P. Kozlovac" <jkozlovac@MAIL.NCIFCRF.GOV>

Subject:      Re: Carpet Disinfection

In-Reply-To:  <ABD565F30E0DD2118DF300A0246209AB6A6478@excsrv10.mayo.edu>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Once carpeting is contaminated with heavy mold growth it will continue to

be a problem and it would be difficult to decon a very porous surface such

as carpeting.  I think in the end you will find that replacing the

carpeting will be the more cost effective solution in the long run,

especially if you consider the possible IAQ problems later on.

At 11:50 26.8.1998 -0500, you wrote:

>I would appreciate any information anyone on the list may have related to a

>disinfecting carpet shampoo.  We have some carpet that became wet and

>developed heavy mold growth.  I understand if such a product were available

>it may take several applications to bring it back to culture confirmed

>"normal flora".  Has anyone had any experience with this kind or problem or

>have any product suggestions?  The carpet is new and we would like to try

>the disinfecting approach first rather than going ahead with replacement.

>

>Thank you,

>

>David H. Senjem

>Mayo Clinic

>Rochester, MN.

>senjem.david@mayo.edu

>

>

______________________________________________________________________________

Biological Safety Officer

Safety and Environmental Protection Program

NCI - Frederick Cancer Research

and Development Center

(301)846-1451 fax: (301)846-6619

email: jkozlovac@mail.ncifcrf.gov

______________________________________________________________________________
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Date:         Wed, 26 Aug 1998 13:37:53 EST

Reply-To:     speaker@ehs.psu.edu

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Curt Speaker <speaker@SAFETY-1.SAFETY.PSU.EDU>

Organization: University Safety - Penn State Univ

Subject:      Re: Carpet Disinfection

In-Reply-To:  <ABD565F30E0DD2118DF300A0246209AB6A6478@excsrv10.mayo.edu>

David:

Conventional wisdom is that it is nearly impossible to clean

carpeting to acceptible levels once it has substantial mold growth on

it.  Steam extraction with a quaterinary ammonium compound can reduce

the level of contamination significantly, but unless the carpet is

dried very quickly the mold(s) will reestablish themselves in the

carpet and/or the substrate.

You are probably better off to remove the carpet, discard it, clean

the underlying surface with a 10% bleach solution and then reinstall

new carpeting.

Just one man's opinion, of course...

Curt

Curt Speaker

Biosafety Officer

Penn State University

Environmental Health and Safety

speaker@ehs.psu.edu

http://www.ehs.psu.edu

^...^

(O_O)
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 """
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Date:         Wed, 26 Aug 1998 14:08:13 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Christina Z Thompson <THOMPSON_CHRISTINA_Z@LILLY.COM>

Subject:      Re: Children and pets in labs

MIME-version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

We may be a little more liberal than some, but I'd like to offer these

examples as food for thought.

We have traditionally restricted children from our labs, but the "Take Your

Daughters to Work" Day business created a challenge.  On that day, (and we

expanded it to include sons as well!), children are allowed to "work" in

certain labs, but they are not allowed to handle any infectious agents,

human-origin materials, or hazardous chemicals.  And they certainly cannot be

around any radioactivity (by law).  Several of our creative scientists have

come up with "experiments" for them to do that are fun and educational but

avoid any chemical or biological hazards.  One example is they make silly

putty.  Some microbiologists do the standard swab-your-mouth-and-nose and

plate it out stuff.  Later, they take pictures of the petri plates and send

them home with parents.  Also, all kids must wear our standard lab PPE -

safety glasses with side shields and lab coat in all cases, and gloves in some

cases.  We issued a written policy for that day, spelling out what must and

cannot be done.

The pet issue also got interesting here.  Be careful what animals you exclude.

Under the ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act), you cannot exclude "service

dogs" from the workplace or a public place.   We have several people,

including a couple in research labs, who train Canine Companions for

Independence.  We allow these people to have their puppies in the workplace.

We will even have one soon in our toxicology building where dog studies are

conducted.  But the office area where the dog will be is separate from the

corridors where the dogs are housed.  Obviously, you would *probably* not be

able to have a dog in a sterile manufacturing suite for parenterals - FDA

would probably have a fit.  But I added the *probably* because someone might

challenge that and try to prove that the dog's presence wouldn't contaminate

samples any more than a person would.  These companion animals are so

well-behaved, even as puppies, that we have never had a problem, and have had

more than a dozen of them in our labs and administrative areas over the last

few years.  They go to our cafeterias as well (but they don't get to dine

there).

Chris Thompson

Biosafety Officer

Eli Lilly and Company

Indianapolis, IN  46285

317-277-4795

cz.thompson@lilly.com
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Date:         Wed, 26 Aug 1998 13:23:36 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Jim Lauer <lauer001@MAROON.TC.UMN.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Carpet Disinfection

In-Reply-To:  <ABD565F30E0DD2118DF300A0246209AB6A6478@excsrv10.mayo.edu>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

At 11:50 AM -0500 8/26/98, Senjem, David H. wrote:

>I would appreciate any information anyone on the list may have related to a

>disinfecting carpet shampoo.  We have some carpet that became wet and

>developed heavy mold growth.  I understand if such a product were available

>it may take several applications to bring it back to culture confirmed

>"normal flora".  Has anyone had any experience with this kind or problem or

>have any product suggestions?  The carpet is new and we would like to try

>the disinfecting approach first rather than going ahead with replacement.

>

>Thank you,

David, if the carpet does not have a pad and if it has only been wet for

24-48 hours than steam cleaning (200 degrees +) is the best.  In addition,

you must dry the carpeting as fast as possible.  If there is a pad and or

if it has been wet for more than 48 hours, replace carpet !!!   That has

been our experienc.e

>

>David H. Senjem

>Mayo Clinic

>Rochester, MN.

>senjem.david@mayo.edu

Jim Lauer

University of Minnesota

Environmental Health & Safety

W-158

626-5621

lauer001@maroon.tc.umn.edu
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Date:         Wed, 26 Aug 1998 15:19:08 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Funk, Glenn" <GLENNF@EHSMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Children and pets in labs

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Ed -

If you can't find a direct reference for what seems a good idea, have

your Biosafety Committee (or whatever body has that authority) enact it

as policy.  Then insist that everyone follow it.

-- Glenn

-----------------------------------------------

Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D., CBSP

Biosafety Officer

U.C. San Francisco

415-476-2097   fax 415-476-0581

glennf@ehsmail.ucsf.edu

-----Original Message-----

From: Ed Krisiunas [mailto:EKrisiunas@AOL.COM]

Sent: Wednesday, August 26, 1998 4:02 AM

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject: Children and pets in labs

Request for Assistance:

While I would assume SOP (as well as common sense) would dictate

children or

pets should not be allowed in research laboratories where hazards exist

(microbiological, chemical, etc.),  I have been asked to find a

reference that

actually states that.

I have look through the BMBL and Guidelines for Working with rDNA.

Any guidance would be appreciated.

Ed Krisiunas, MT(ASCP), CIC, MPH

Consultant

Spectrum

115 Lyons Road

Burlington, Connecticut

06013

860-675-1217

860-675-1311(fax)

ekrisiunas@aol.com
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Ed Krisiunas <EKrisiunas@AOL.COM>

Subject:      children and pets in labs
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T hank you to all that replied. Very good references, especially the one on

Child Labor and from Canada.

Ed Krisiunas, MT(ASCP), CIC, MPH

Consultant

Spectrum

115 Lyons Road

Burlington, Connecticut

06013

860-675-1217

860-675-1311(fax)

ekrisiunas@aol.com
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Date:         Thu, 27 Aug 1998 16:13:13 -0800

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Sandra Fry <sandra.fry@BCCDC.HNET.BC.CA>

Subject:      centrifuge horror stories....

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=ISO-8859-1

I am looking for "horror stories" involving centrifuges. One of our

researchers has a centifuge with a bent shaft which causes a vibration

during the run, that could cause it to shear and the rotor could come off.

They have been told by the service personnel that there is "no danger" to

staff if this happens. This surprises me.

This is an expensive repair.....they would like to know if accidents of this

type have occurred elsewhere.

All horror stories welcome :-)

Sandra C. Fry

Biosafety Officer

BC Centre for Disease Control,

655 W. 12th Avenue

Vancouver, BC V5Z 4R4

phone: (604) 660 6167

pager: (604) 893 5737

fax:   (604) 660 6073
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Date:         Fri, 28 Aug 1998 12:35:51 +1000

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Le Blanc Smith, Peter" <Peter.Le.Blanc.Smith@DAH.CSIRO.AU>

Subject:      Re: centrifuge horror stories....

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

I know that Beckman had a training course on ultracentrifuges including

startling pictures of disintegrated rotors and wrecked centrifuges. Maybe

other manufacturers do too.

Service personnel may say "no danger" but what does the manufacturer say?

What is the increased probability of a failure? What are the risks

associated with rotor failure?  Can you afford to run known defective

equipment?

The rotor may well stay in the centrifuge and be of "no danger". However

will the rotor (or buckets) leak or disintegrate? If so, will a hazardous

aerosol be released past an ill-fitting or damaged lid or through a vacuum

system?

What rotor speeds are involved? Physical dangers may arise. There will be

enormous, uncontrolled energy released when a rotor detaches. The centrifuge

itself may move about the bench or floor as the rotor bounces about inside.

Which is the bigger cost, repairs or a whole new centrifuge?

Good luck!

Peter  Le Blanc Smith

Biocontainment Microbiologist

Australian Animal Health Laboratory

Private Mail Bag 24

Geelong    Vic    3220

Australia

http://www.ah.csiro.au

Ph:  (03)  5227 5451

Int: +61 3 5227 5451

Fax: (03)  5227 5555

Int: +61 3 5227 5555

E-mail address. Peter.Le.Blanc.Smith@dah.csiro.au

        -----Original Message-----

        From:   Sandra Fry [SMTP:sandra.fry@BCCDC.HNET.BC.CA]

        Sent:   Friday, 28 August 1998 10:13

        To:     BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

        Subject:        centrifuge horror stories....

        I am looking for "horror stories" involving centrifuges. One of our

        researchers has a centifuge with a bent shaft which causes a

vibration

        during the run, that could cause it to shear and the rotor could

come off.

        They have been told by the service personnel that there is "no

danger" to

        staff if this happens. This surprises me.

        This is an expensive repair.....they would like to know if accidents

of this

        type have occurred elsewhere.

        All horror stories welcome :-)

        Sandra C. Fry

        Biosafety Officer

        BC Centre for Disease Control,

        655 W. 12th Avenue

        Vancouver, BC V5Z 4R4

        phone: (604) 660 6167

        pager: (604) 893 5737

        fax:   (604) 660 6073
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Reply-To:     speaker@ehs.psu.edu

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Curt Speaker <speaker@SAFETY-1.SAFETY.PSU.EDU>

Organization: University Safety - Penn State Univ

Subject:      Re: centrifuge horror stories....

In-Reply-To:  <B1BFC4F6136DD1118E6E006008AA94DA1DD369@exchange.dah.csiro.au>

I have a pretty good one...

While working at the Wistar Institute in the mid-1980's, we had a

rotor failure in an ultracentrifuge in the rabies research unit.  The

technician was spinning down rabies virus (live) labeled with S-35.

I got the radiation safety folks together with the director of the

rabies lab to decide how to best deal with this problem.

The rabies people were worried about the radioactivity, and of

course, the rad safety people were terrified of the rabies.  We ended

up deciding to inactivate the virus with 10% bleach, absorb the mess

and then get rid of the waste as radioactive.

I guess the lesson learned here is that familiarity breeds

complacency - people aren't afraid of whatever it is they work with

everyday.

Curt

Curt Speaker

Biosafety Officer

Penn State University

Environmental Health and Safety

speaker@ehs.psu.edu

http://www.ehs.psu.edu

^...^

(O_O)
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Rodney Barton <rbarton@HSC.UNT.EDU>

Subject:      centrifuge horror stories.... -Reply
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I was in a lab suite when an ultracentrifuge rotor failed.  It was someone =

elses run so I don't remember the exact conditions.  The main body of a =

swinging bucket rotor split in two.  It destroyed everything inside the =

chamber and put 1/2 inch gouges in the armor plating.  BUT, except for a =

little oil vapor leaking around the seal and the obvious fact that the =

centrifuge wasn't running, there was no outside indication that anything =

had happened.  From my vantage in the next room it sounded like some one =

had thrown a beaker against the wall.  It was a VERY expensive repair that =

Beckman ate because it was blamed on metal fatigue in the rotor.

Rodney A. Barton

Assistant Safety Officer

University of North Texas Health Science Center

3500 Camp Bowie Blvd.

Fort Worth, Texas 76107

817-735-2697

RBarton@hsc.unt.edu
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         John Keene <jkeene@EROLS.COM>

Subject:      Re: centrifuge horror stories.... -Reply
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The chambers are pretty much built to withstand the force of the rotor

distruction, but the point mentioned earlier with regard to potentially

hazardous aerosol release is important.  Whether or not the agent is spread

by the aerosol route is not important, but the potential contamination must

be considered.  I can recall of one incident where several lab workers were

infected with Hep B as a result of a centrifuge rotor disintegration.

Bottom line, the centrifuge should be operating as designed, not with a

bent shaft or out of balance rotor, and particular attention should be

payed to the type of materials being centrifuged and their particular

hazard.

John H.Keene, Dr.PH, CBSP

Biohaztec Associates, Inc.

Midlothian, VA

----------

From: Rodney Barton <rbarton@HSC.UNT.EDU>

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject: centrifuge horror stories.... -Reply

Date: Friday, August 28, 1998 9:14 AM

I was in a lab suite when an ultracentrifuge rotor failed.  It was someone

elses run so I don't remember the exact conditions.  The main body of a

swinging bucket rotor split in two.  It destroyed everything inside the

chamber and put 1/2 inch gouges in the armor plating.  BUT, except for a

little oil vapor leaking around the seal and the obvious fact that the

centrifuge wasn't running, there was no outside indication that anything

had happened.  From my vantage in the next room it sounded like some one

had thrown a beaker against the wall.  It was a VERY expensive repair that

Beckman ate because it was blamed on metal fatigue in the rotor.

Rodney A. Barton

Assistant Safety Officer

University of North Texas Health Science Center

3500 Camp Bowie Blvd.

Fort Worth, Texas 76107

817-735-2697

RBarton@hsc.unt.edu

----------
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Chris Carlson <ccarlson@UCLINK4.BERKELEY.EDU>

Subject:      BSAF meeting Sept. 11
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The Biological Safety Affairs Forum (BSAF) is holding its annual

day-long symposium at the University of California, Berkeley on September

11, Friday.  We are focusing on medical surveillance and have speakers from

universities, CDC and private industry.  Daniel Koshland, former editor of

the journal Science, will be our keynote speaker.  The agenda is below.

It would be great if you could join us.  Please call or email me if you

have any questions.

Chris

*********************************************************************

     Chris Carlson

     Biosafety Officer

     Office of Environment, Health & Safety

               317 University Hall - #1150

     University of California

     Berkeley, CA 94720-1150

     phone: (510) 643-6562

     e-mail:  ccarlson@uclink4.berkeley.edu

     fax: (510) 643-7595

*********************************************************************

BSAF/BIONET SYMPOSIUM

"CURRENT TOPICS IN BIOSAFETY"

Friday, September 11, 1998

University of California, Berkeley

Clark-Kerr Campus

2601 Warring Street

BERKELEY, California

 A TIMELY AND PRACTICAL CONFERENCE TO DISCUSS

TOPICS OF CURRENT INTEREST TO

EH&S PROFESSIONALS IN THE BIOSCIENCES

9:00 - 10:00            REGISTRATION and COFFEE/REFRESHMENTS

10:00 - 10:15           WELCOME TO UC BERKELEY

                        Chris Carlson and Susan Spencer

                        University of California, Berkeley

                        Office of Environment, Health & Safety

                        INTRODUCTIONS and ABSA STATUS REPORT

                        David Silberman, BSAF President

                        Stanford University Medical School

                                        and

                        Marilyn Misenhimer, BIONET President

                        University of Southern California

10:15 - 10:45           KEYNOTE SPEAKER

                        Daniel Koshland, Professor Emeritus, UC Berkeley

                        Former Editor of Science Magazine

10:45 - 11: 15          MEDICAL SURVEILLANCE IN  RESEARCH UNIVERSITY

                        Dr.  Thomas Ferguson, Occupational Medicine Physician

                        University of California, Davis

11:15 - 11:45           MEDICAL SURVEILLANCE AND ANIMAL HANDLING

                        Dr.  Phil Tillman, Campus Veterinarian

                        University of California, Davis

11:45 - 1:15            LUNCH

1:15 - 2:15             ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION - MEDICAL

                     SURVEILLANCE CONSIDERATIONS IN BIOLOGICAL RESEARCH

2:15 - 2:45             PERSPECTIVE OF A PROVIDER

                        Dr.  Richard Cohen, Corporate Health and Safety

                        Varian Corporation, Palo Alto

3:00 - 3:20             Robert J. Hashimoto, Biosafety Officer

                        Stanford University

3:20 - 3:40             DISCUSSION ON CAL-OSHA BLOOD BORNE PATHOGEN STANDARD

                        David Silberman, Director, Health & Safety Programs

                        Stanford University Medical School

3:45 - 4:00             CLOSING COMMENTS

REGISTRATION

Name                                                    Title

Organization

Division                                                Mail Stop

Address

City                                                    State

        ZIP+4

Telephone                                               Fax

BSAF Member?    Yes/No                          Bionet Member?

        Yes/No

Send completed registration form and check made payable to BSAF to:

Anne-Marie Bakker

Berlex Biosciences

15049 San Pablo Avenue

Richmond, California  94806-1834

510.262.5499

$30     Registration Fee for Members if received before September 1, 1998

(Includes lunch and parking)

                                                or

$35     Registration Fee for Members if received after September 1, 1998

and for all Non-Member registrations (Includes lunch and parking)

$40     Same Day Registration Fee  - Members and Non-Members (Includes

parking; lunch cannot be guaranteed)

YES     I will need an On-Campus Event Parking Sticker

Please order only if needed; parking stickers will be available at the

registration desk the day of the event.

*********************************************************************

     Chris Carlson

     Biosafety Officer

     Office of Environment, Health & Safety

               317 University Hall - #1150

     University of California

     Berkeley, CA 94720-1150

     phone: (510) 643-6562

     e-mail:  ccarlson@uclink4.berkeley.edu

     fax: (510) 643-7595

*********************************************************************

                  Visit our Web Site at http://www.ehs.berkeley.edu

*********************************************************************
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Date:         Fri, 28 Aug 1998 13:53:40 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Don Callihan <Don_Callihan@MS.BD.COM>

Subject:      Re: BSAF meeting Sept. 11
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Don Callihan@BDX

08/28/98 01:53 PM

Sounds like a great meeting.  Is there any plan to publish abstracts or a

summary of the forum for those of us who will not be able to attend.?  Sure

would be valuable information for the biosafety community.

Thanks for the invitation!

Don Callihan

Donald R. Callihan, Ph.D.

Senior Clinical Microbiologist and

     Biosafety Officer

Becton Dickinson MSC-982

P.O. Box 999

Sparks, MD 21152-0999

Phone: 410.773.6684

Fax: 410.773.6446

e-mail: Don_Callihan@ms.bd.com

ccarlson@UCLINK4.BERKELEY.EDU on 08/28/98 01:22:33 PM

Please respond to BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

cc:    (bcc: Don Callihan/USAMD/BDX)

Subject:  BSAF meeting Sept. 11

The Biological Safety Affairs Forum (BSAF) is holding its annual

day-long symposium at the University of California, Berkeley on September

11, Friday.  We are focusing on medical surveillance and have speakers from

universities, CDC and private industry.  Daniel Koshland, former editor of

the journal Science, will be our keynote speaker.  The agenda is below.

It would be great if you could join us.  Please call or email me if you

have any questions.

Chris

*********************************************************************

     Chris Carlson

     Biosafety Officer

     Office of Environment, Health & Safety

               317 University Hall - #1150

     University of California

     Berkeley, CA 94720-1150

     phone: (510) 643-6562

     e-mail:  ccarlson@uclink4.berkeley.edu

     fax: (510) 643-7595

*********************************************************************

BSAF/BIONET SYMPOSIUM

"CURRENT TOPICS IN BIOSAFETY"

Friday, September 11, 1998

University of California, Berkeley

Clark-Kerr Campus

2601 Warring Street

BERKELEY, California

 A TIMELY AND PRACTICAL CONFERENCE TO DISCUSS

TOPICS OF CURRENT INTEREST TO

EH&S PROFESSIONALS IN THE BIOSCIENCES

9:00 - 10:00            REGISTRATION and COFFEE/REFRESHMENTS

10:00 - 10:15           WELCOME TO UC BERKELEY

                        Chris Carlson and Susan Spencer

                        University of California, Berkeley

                        Office of Environment, Health & Safety

                        INTRODUCTIONS and ABSA STATUS REPORT

                        David Silberman, BSAF President

                        Stanford University Medical School

                                        and

                        Marilyn Misenhimer, BIONET President

                        University of Southern California

10:15 - 10:45           KEYNOTE SPEAKER

                        Daniel Koshland, Professor Emeritus, UC Berkeley

                        Former Editor of Science Magazine

10:45 - 11: 15          MEDICAL SURVEILLANCE IN  RESEARCH UNIVERSITY

                        Dr.  Thomas Ferguson, Occupational Medicine

Physician

                        University of California, Davis

11:15 - 11:45           MEDICAL SURVEILLANCE AND ANIMAL HANDLING

                        Dr.  Phil Tillman, Campus Veterinarian

                        University of California, Davis

11:45 - 1:15            LUNCH

1:15 - 2:15             ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION - MEDICAL

                     SURVEILLANCE CONSIDERATIONS IN BIOLOGICAL RESEARCH

2:15 - 2:45             PERSPECTIVE OF A PROVIDER

                        Dr.  Richard Cohen, Corporate Health and Safety

                        Varian Corporation, Palo Alto

3:00 - 3:20             Robert J. Hashimoto, Biosafety Officer

                        Stanford University

3:20 - 3:40             DISCUSSION ON CAL-OSHA BLOOD BORNE PATHOGEN

STANDARD

                        David Silberman, Director, Health & Safety Programs

                        Stanford University Medical School

3:45 - 4:00             CLOSING COMMENTS

REGISTRATION

Name                                                    Title

Organization

Division                                                Mail Stop

Address

City                                                    State

        ZIP+4

Telephone                                               Fax

BSAF Member?    Yes/No                          Bionet Member?

        Yes/No

Send completed registration form and check made payable to BSAF to:

Anne-Marie Bakker

Berlex Biosciences

15049 San Pablo Avenue

Richmond, California  94806-1834

510.262.5499

$30     Registration Fee for Members if received before September 1, 1998

(Includes lunch and parking)

                                                or

$35     Registration Fee for Members if received after September 1, 1998

and for all Non-Member registrations (Includes lunch and parking)

$40     Same Day Registration Fee  - Members and Non-Members (Includes

parking; lunch cannot be guaranteed)

YES     I will need an On-Campus Event Parking Sticker

Please order only if needed; parking stickers will be available at the

registration desk the day of the event.

*********************************************************************

     Chris Carlson

     Biosafety Officer

     Office of Environment, Health & Safety

               317 University Hall - #1150

     University of California

     Berkeley, CA 94720-1150

     phone: (510) 643-6562

     e-mail:  ccarlson@uclink4.berkeley.edu

     fax: (510) 643-7595

*********************************************************************

                  Visit our Web Site at http://www.ehs.berkeley.edu

*********************************************************************
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Date:         Mon, 31 Aug 1998 13:23:02 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Herzing Bliss BM <bliss.herzing@PHWILM.ZENECA.COM>

Subject:      Recombinant DNA

Good afternoon all.

I am developing a permit for work done with recombinant DNA using things

such as Adenoviruses (at low concentrations) and baculoviruses as well

as retroviruses obtained from Clontech.  Has anyone gone through this

and used anything besides the NIH guidelines?  I have read them and I am

about to put together the form however I was wondering if any of you had

any other references for me to refer to!

Thank you very much!

Bliss Herzing

Bliss M. Herzing

Biosafety Specialist

Zeneca Pharmaceuticals

1800 Concord Pike

LW Basement

Wilmington, DE 19850

(302)886-2185

FAX:(302)886-2909

email: bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com
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Date:         Mon, 31 Aug 1998 12:32:40 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Erik Talley <erik@CEHS.SIU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Recombinant DNA

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

You can view our forms in Word format at the following URL:

http://www.cehs.siu.edu/Biological/IBC/forms.htm

I would appreciate any comments you are anyone else might have.

Thanks,

Erik

____________________________________

Erik Talley, Assistant Director

Center for Environmental Health and Safety

Southern Illinois University

erik@cehs.siu.edu

-----Original Message-----

From: Herzing Bliss BM [mailto:bliss.herzing@PHWILM.ZENECA.COM]

Sent: Monday, August 31, 1998 12:23 PM

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject: Recombinant DNA

Good afternoon all.

I am developing a permit for work done with recombinant DNA using things

such as Adenoviruses (at low concentrations) and baculoviruses as well

as retroviruses obtained from Clontech.  Has anyone gone through this

and used anything besides the NIH guidelines?  I have read them and I am

about to put together the form however I was wondering if any of you had

any other references for me to refer to!

Thank you very much!

Bliss Herzing

Bliss M. Herzing

Biosafety Specialist

Zeneca Pharmaceuticals

1800 Concord Pike

LW Basement

Wilmington, DE 19850

(302)886-2185

FAX:(302)886-2909

email: bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Funk, Glenn" <GLENNF@EHSMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Recombinant DNA

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Hi, Bliss -

I'm not sure what you mean by a "permit" but if it's anything like our

Biological Use Authorization (BUA), you're welcome to check out our

system.  The BUA is a document that describes the PI's research project

and, when approved by the Biosafety Committee, authorizes the PI to do

that work at UCSF.  We require it for (among other things) all work with

recombinant DNA materials or technology.  The system is described in

Chapters 3 and 4 and Appendix E of the UCSF Biosafety Manual, available

on-line at http://www.ehs.ucsf.edu.  Please feel free to contact me

off-line if you have questions or want additional information.

-- Glenn

-----------------------------------------------

Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D., CBSP

Biosafety Officer

U.C. San Francisco

415-476-2097   fax 415-476-0581

glennf@ehsmail.ucsf.edu

-----Original Message-----

From: Herzing Bliss BM [mailto:bliss.herzing@PHWILM.ZENECA.COM]

Sent: Monday, August 31, 1998 10:23 AM

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject: Recombinant DNA

Good afternoon all.

I am developing a permit for work done with recombinant DNA using things

such as Adenoviruses (at low concentrations) and baculoviruses as well

as retroviruses obtained from Clontech.  Has anyone gone through this

and used anything besides the NIH guidelines?  I have read them and I am

about to put together the form however I was wondering if any of you had

any other references for me to refer to!

Thank you very much!

Bliss Herzing

Bliss M. Herzing

Biosafety Specialist

Zeneca Pharmaceuticals

1800 Concord Pike

LW Basement

Wilmington, DE 19850

(302)886-2185

FAX:(302)886-2909

email: bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Ed Krisiunas <EKrisiunas@AOL.COM>

Subject:      International Health Care Waste Network - Notice of Meeting
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Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit

IHCWaN/EPRI Medical Waste Forum

October 12, 1998

Biscayne Bay Marriott Hotel and Marina

Miami, Florida

The International Health Care Waste Network (IHCWaN) is a organization of

individuals with a wide range of experience in the area of health care waste

management. The goal of the organization is to collect and disseminate

information encompassing all areas of health care waste so as to ensure its

proper management throughout the world.

Meeting Objectives:

1. Facilitate the exchange of information on diverse issues related to medical

waste management

2. Provide a forum to discuss these issues

3. Begin to expand the network of IHCWaN/EPRI into the United States

Meeting Agenda

7:30 am         Registration

8:00 am Welcome

IHCWaN/EPRI - A new collaboration

Ed Krisiunas, MT(ASCP), CIC, MPH - EPRI

8:15 am -  9:45 am

"CJD -  Epidemiology and Inactivation Issues

Lynne Sehulster, Ph.D., M(ASCP) - CDC

9:45 am - 10:00 am

Break

10:00 am - 11:00 am

Pathological Waste Management - A Veterinary College Perspective

Larry Thompson, DVM, Ph.D., Director of Biosafety, Cornell University

11:00 am - 11:45 am

Health Care Waste Management - The European Approach

Bernard-Regis Durand, Executive Director, IHCWaN, Paris

11:45 am - 1:00 pm

Lunch

1:00 pm -       2:00 pm

Medical Waste Management at the County Level

Candace Moore, Biomedical Waste Coordinator Dade County Health Department

2:00 pm - 3:30 pm

Medical Waste Forum: An interactive session to discuss the numerous (and

sometimes strange) issues related to medical waste management

Gene Cole, Dr. PH, DynCorp, Raleigh, North Carolina

Conclusion

Note: An optional site visit to an E-Beam medical waste treatment facility may

be planned.

REGISTRATION INFORMATION

Registration Fee for this meeting: $50.00 (Note: Registration is limited to 50

people)

Registration deadline is October 5, 1998

Make checks payable to NRCEC and mail to:

EPRI

Westchester Financial Center

50 Main Street

Suite 1260

White Plains, New York

10606

In Europe, make checks payable to IHCWaN and send to:

IHCWaN

12-14 AV. P. V. Couturier

94804 Villejuif Cedex

France

Meeting location:

Biscayne Bay Marriott Hotel and Marina

1633 North Bayshore Drive

Miami, Florida 33132

305-374-3900

305-375-0597(fax)

When making reservations, indicate you are attending the EPRI sponsored

conference on Monday , October 12, 1998. Room rates have been quoted at

between $105.00 and $114.00(US).

Please make your reservations as soon as possible.

If you have questions, please contact:

Ed Krisiunas @ 1-800-424-EPRI

or ekrisiunas@aol.com
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Education, Continuing" <Contedu@SPH.HARVARD.EDU>

Subject:      Fall Training Courses from Harvard...

Mime-Version: 1.0
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The Harvard School of Public Health is pleased to offer the following

courses beginning in October. Please register as early as possible to

guarantee your space.

================================

Fundamentals of Industrial Hygiene

October 26-30, 1998     Fee: $1,095

Course Directors:

Melvin W. First, ScD, CIH, Professor of Environmental Health Engineering,

Emeritus, Harvard School of Public Health

William A. Burgess, MS, CIH, Associate Professor of Occupational Health

Engineering, Emeritus, Harvard School of Public Health

Recognized industry-wide, this course introduces the fundamentals of

state-of-the-art industrial hygiene practice in a comprehensive fashion.

Learn how the key concepts and principles of this profession are used to

identify potential hazards associated with industrial processes, select

methods for the assessment of exposure to hazards, evaluate the

consequences of excessive exposure, and institute techniques for

prevention and control of occupational disease. The curriculum provides a

broad survey of the field and includes demonstrations of sampling and

ventilation equipment. Credit offered: CME, MNA contact hours, CEUs

================================

Leadership and Management Skills for Health, Safety, and Environmental

Professionals

November 16-18, 1998    Fee: $745

Course Directors:

Robert F. Herrick, MS, SD, CIH, Lecturer on Industrial Hygiene, Harvard

School of Public Health

Richard D. Fulwiler, ScD, CIH, President, Technology Leadership

Associates

James H. Stewart, PhD, CIH, Instructor on Industrial Hygiene, Harvard

School of Public Health

Provides focused skill building in the critical areas of leadership and

management for health, safety, and environmental professionals desiring

to increase their individual effectiveness as well as that of their

organization. Case studies and other interactive learning methods are

used. Participants will learn methods for managing organizations,

budgets, and human resources -- and techniques for negotiation and

conflict resolution. Credit offered: ABIH CM points, CME, MNA contact

hours, CEUs

================================

Risk Management and Liability Issues in Occupational Safety and Health

November 19-20, 1998    Fee: $545

Course Directors:

Carolyn S. Langer, MD, JD, MPH, Instructor in Occupational Health,

Harvard School of Public Health; Occupational Physician, Corporate

Medical Services

Dean M. Hashimoto, MD, JD, MOH, Adjunct Associate Professor of

Occupational Medicine, Harvard School of Public Health; Associate

Professor of Law, Boston College

This practical course offers risk management principles in occupational

safety and health for professionals responsible for minimizing an

organization's liability. Course content includes OSHA regulatory

compliance; workers' compensation and managed care; tort liability,

including medical malpractice; confidentiality issues; medical records

and computerization; the Americans with Disabilities Act; workplace

reproductive hazards; return to work issues; and drug testing. Credit

offered: ABIH CM points, CME, MNA contact hours, CEUs

================================

All courses take place at the Harvard School of Public Health, Boston.

================================

For additional information:

Tel: 617-432-1171

Fax: 617-432-1969

E-mail: contedu@sph.harvard.edu

Harvard School of Public Health

Center for Continuing Professional Education

http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/ccpe
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Date:         Tue, 1 Sep 1998 08:44:57 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Julie Kniesly <jaknie01@GWISE.LOUISVILLE.EDU>

Subject:      Medical Surveillance Programs

We are in the process of evaluating our IACUC medical surveillance

program and determining where coverage gaps or unmet needs might lie.

For animal care personnel, the medical surveillance program is mandatory

and has a solid core of allergen control and ergonomic training

(lifting, etc.).  For researchers, participation in medical surveillance

is entirely voluntary.

Like most institutions the majority of our animal research uses

rodents.  We do not have non-human primates so that is not an issue for

us at this time.  We do, however, have some researchers who use larger

animals such as cows, goats, and pigs (but no sheep).  Medical

surveillance for lab researchers using animal models is the issue that

we are re-evaluating and where our main concerns lie.

Some specific questions, for those who can help, are as follows:

1.  When do you require laboratory workers to participate in the

medical surveillance program?  Is this based on the animal model in use,

on the use of infectious microorganisms or toxic chemicals (such as

carcinogens that undergo metabolic activation), or on a combination of

concerns?  Are these decisions made on an individual basis for each

protocol or do you have guidelines that drive the decision based on, for

example, biosafety level?  If decisions are made on an individual basis,

what types of hazards raise the red flag indicating a possible medical

surveillance need?

2.  What type of data (tests, history, etc.) is included in your

medical surveillance program?  Is Env Health and Safety involved or do

you defer these decisions entirely to medical personnel?  Do you

consider information and training on zoonotic diseases part of medical

surveillance?

3.  During the latest AAALAC inspection we were asked to "assess the

personnel risk associated with staff members who do not participate in

the University medical surveillance program."  We have interpreted this

statement as dealing with infectious diseases - i.e., could a researcher

acquire an infection from working with a lab animal and then transmit

that infection to a co-worker.  Are there any other ways to interpret

this statement?

My thanks to those who can help us iron out our medical surveillance

needs.

Julie Kniesly, CIH

Laboratory Safety Specialist

University of Louisville

jaknie01@gwise.louisville.edu
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Good Morning to All:

DOT proposed rule for infectious substances/regulated medical waste and other

assorted items was published in the federal register yesterday.

Go to http://hazmat.dot.gov/rulemake.htm for a copy.

Note: Also check out the web site www.hazmat.dot.gov for information on the

Internet Public hearing September 14-16 on the proposed rule.

Happy reading!!

Regards,

Ed Krisiunas, MT(ASCP), CIC, MPH

Consultant

Spectrum

115 Lyons Road

Burlington, Connecticut

06013

860-675-1217

860-675-1311(fax)

ekrisiunas@aol.com
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Hi,

Someone may shoot me for bringing this up again, but I remember some

time ago discussion on the pros and cons of serum banking.  Somehow,

I thought I saved the responses for future reference, but now I

realize I did not!!

Can anyone help me not only with the references but if you do keep a

serum bank for employees that work with HIV and RABIES or other, and

if your university takes care of the serum or an outside company.

Thank you very much for those that do answer!

Sue

Susan Souder

Biological Safety Officer

Environmental Health and Safety

Thomas Jefferson University

215-503-7422  susan.souder@mail.tju.edu
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Don Callihan@BDX

09/03/98 07:08 PM

Hello everyone:

I will echo Susan's request as I was not part of the list when this topic

was discussed previously. Is there a forum through ABSA or another

organization to collect these and other ideas, develop a guidance document,

and submit it to a consensus process such as NCCLS so that there are

guidelines everyone can follow?  Since I am new to the Biosafety community,

I am not aware of such a process.  Is there a forum at the ABSA meeting to

bring these questions to a knowledgeable group?

Thanks for your comments!

Don Callihan

Donald R. Callihan, Ph.D., D(ABMM)

Senior Clinical Microbiologist and Biosafety Officer

Becton Dickinson Microbiology Systems, MSC-982

P.O. Box 999

Sparks, MD 21152-0999

P 410.773.6684

F 410.773.6446

e-mail: Don_Callihan@ms.bd.com

Susan.Souder@MAIL.TJU.EDU on 09/03/98 11:03:48 AM

Please respond to BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

cc:    (bcc: Don Callihan/USAMD/BDX)

Subject:  Serum Banks

Hi,

Someone may shoot me for bringing this up again, but I remember some

time ago discussion on the pros and cons of serum banking.  Somehow,

I thought I saved the responses for future reference, but now I

realize I did not!!

Can anyone help me not only with the references but if you do keep a

serum bank for employees that work with HIV and RABIES or other, and

if your university takes care of the serum or an outside company.

Thank you very much for those that do answer!

Sue

Susan Souder

Biological Safety Officer

Environmental Health and Safety

Thomas Jefferson University

215-503-7422  susan.souder@mail.tju.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 4 Sep 1998 08:01:00 EST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>
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From:         Richard Mann <MANN.RICHARD@NORTHPORT.VA.GOV>

Subject:      UV lights in the OR

I have been asked to examine the use of UV light as an adjunct to keeping

an operating room "sterile".

I would appreciate any input the members of this list are willing to

provide.

Thank you all in advance

Richard Mann, DVM

Veterinary Medical Officer

VA MED CTR, Northport, NY

516 261 4400 x 2878

mann.richard@northport.va.gov
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Dear Biosafty Participant,

We are in the process of planning the 1999 ABSA/Eagleson Spring Seminar

Series.  We are offering you this opportunity to provide input for the

course topics and site location.  Please take a few minutes to respond to

the following questions.

1.      Which of the following 2-day classes would you attend if offered? Please

select one or two.

A.      Design, Construction, and Operation of BL3 Labs

B.      Viral Vectors-The Sequel

C.      Bioterrorism

D.      Update on TB and HepC

E.      Training and Presentation Techniques & Technology

F.      Other: Please provide suggestion.

2.      Which of the following cities would you travel to for the Spring Seminar

Series, which is tentatively scheduled for April 29 and 30, 1999?

A.      Atlanta

B.      Research Triangle Park

C.      San Diego

D.      San Antonio

E.      Seattle

F.      Freeport, Maine

3.      Comments and Suggestions

Please email your comments directly to eagleson @ ime.net. Please do not

hit reply and send to the entire list.

Many Thanks,

Betsy Gilman, Chair, ABSA Education & Training Committee

Mary Ann Sondrini, Executive Director, Eagleson Institute
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>

> Dear Biosafty Participant,

>

> We are in the process of planning the 1999 ABSA/Eagleson Spring Seminar

> Series.  We are offering you this opportunity to provide input for the

> course topics and site location.  Please take a few minutes to respond to

> the following questions.

>

> 1.    Which of the following 2-day classes would you attend if offered?

Please

> select one or two.

>

> A.    Design, Construction, and Operation of BL3 Labs

> B.    Viral Vectors-The Sequel

> C.    Bioterrorism

> D.    Update on TB and HepC

> E.    Training and Presentation Techniques & Technology

> F.    Other: Please provide suggestion.

>

> 2.    Which of the following cities would you travel to for the Spring

Seminar

> Series, which is tentatively scheduled for April 29 and 30, 1999?

>

> A.    Atlanta

> B.    Research Triangle Park

> C.    San Diego

> D.    San Antonio

> E.    Seattle

> F.    Freeport, Maine

>

> 3.    Comments and Suggestions

>

> Please email your comments directly to eagleson @ ime.net. Please do not

> hit reply and send to the entire list.

>

> Many Thanks,

>

> Betsy Gilman, Chair, ABSA Education & Training Committee

> Mary Ann Sondrini, Executive Director, Eagleson Institute

>

>
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     Viral Vectors - The Sequel (Part I was excellent!)

     Atlanta

     Research Triangle

     Maine

     are preferrable.

     Paul Zel

     Dir., Environmental Health & Safety

     Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center

     New York, N.Y.

     zelp@mskcc.org

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: 1999 ABSA/Eagleson Spring Sem. Series Survey

Author:  eagleson (eagleson@IME.NET) at Internet

Date:    9/4/98 10:19 AM

Dear Biosafty Participant,

We are in the process of planning the 1999 ABSA/Eagleson Spring Seminar

Series.  We are offering you this opportunity to provide input for the

course topics and site location.  Please take a few minutes to respond to

the following questions.

1.      Which of the following 2-day classes would you attend if offered? Please

select one or two.

A.      Design, Construction, and Operation of BL3 Labs

B.      Viral Vectors-The Sequel

C.      Bioterrorism

D.      Update on TB and HepC

E.      Training and Presentation Techniques & Technology

F.      Other: Please provide suggestion.

2.      Which of the following cities would you travel to for the Spring Seminar

Series, which is tentatively scheduled for April 29 and 30, 1999?

A.      Atlanta

B.      Research Triangle Park

C.      San Diego

D.      San Antonio

E.      Seattle

F.      Freeport, Maine

3.      Comments and Suggestions

Please email your comments directly to eagleson @ ime.net. Please do not

hit reply and send to the entire list.

Many Thanks,

Betsy Gilman, Chair, ABSA Education & Training Committee

Mary Ann Sondrini, Executive Director, Eagleson Institute
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I am looking for references on AFB viability in different types of

fixative materials, in a variety of specimens from clinical settings.

For example, sputum, FNA (fine needle aspirates) and broncholavage washes:

is Saccomano's considered a preservative or fixative?

Is it demonstrated to have any tuberculocidal effect?

Having spent time over the holiday weekend reading (finally) the CDC

Proposed Guidelines for working safely with M. Tb.  I feel a glaring

lack of knowledge.  We do have researchers interested in upgrading a

facility to work with M. Tb., though to this point the cost of

renovation has kept that in check.  Sometimes the boundaries of

clinical  and research work do get fuzzy.

Any help is appreciated.

Terry Stinnett

therese.stinnett@uchsc.edu

UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

BioSafety Officer

4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

Denver, CO 80262

303-315-6754
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I would like to solicit information/advice/opinions/current practices from

all my colleagues who have experience with BL3 laboratories used for

Mycobacterium  tuberculosis research.

My company is re-visiting our respiratory protection plan.  We currently

require N-95 disposal respirators at all times in our BL3 (with qualitative

fit testing), and have PAPR's available for  emergency response situations.

We do primarily small culture work (i.e. some roller bottles), plating,

small rodent in vivo infection models with tissue homogenation and plate

counting.... no large TB fermentations, centrifugations, or cell busting (at

least not now).

Here are my questions/quandaries:

*       what does your institution require or recommend?

*       is respiratory protection required or optional?

*       if you require respiratory protection only for certain procedures,

what is the mechanism by which those procedures are identified?

*       if you use disposable N-95s, what brand works best for you?

*       how do you conduct fit-testing?

*       how do you deal with bearded employees?

*       if you use PAPRs, what brand do you prefer?

*       what future changes, if any, do you see to OSHA standards governing

this type of respiratory protection?

If you wish to respond directly to me, I will post a summary of information

gathered to the list.  If anyone wishes to share their BL3 repiratory

protection plans with me, I'd be ecstatically grateful!

Thanks for your help--

Sarah Wolz

EH&S Manager

PathoGenesis Corp.

201 Elliott Ave W

Seattle, WA   98119

ph 206-505-6953/fax 206-270-3313

swolz@pathogenesis.com
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Don Callihan@BDX

09/08/98 04:49 PM

These are very important and provocative questions.

Assuming:

   Properly designed BSL3 suite.

   Unidirectional airflow is established and maintained.

   Use of appropriate gown and gloves within the BSC...

Do disposable respirators provide any added benefit for "routine" work?

When working with potential multiply drug resistant TB, I would agree that

the added benefit of wearing a respirator outweighs the cost/risk of

acquiring lab-associated MDR TB.  However, I question the need to wear a

disposable respirator as a requirement for all who may be present within

the BSL3 suite.  In my opinion, disposable respirators give a false sense

of security in this situation.  If a spill or overt aerosolization event

occurs, a respirator does not provide 100% protection and the combined air

volume changes and protection afforded by working with a properly installed

and maintained BSC will do the job.  Of course, use of respirators is a

more conservative approach.

I, too, would appreciate a response from those with experience working with

TB.

Don Callihan

Donald R. Callihan, Ph.D., D(ABMM)

Becton Dickinson Microbiology Systems

MSC-982

P.O. Box 999

Sparks, MD 21152-0999

Phone: 410.773.6684

Fax: 410.773.6446

e-mail: Don_Callihan@ms.bd.com

swolz@PATHOGENESIS.COM on 09/08/98 04:16:02 PM

Please respond to BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

cc:    (bcc: Don Callihan/USAMD/BDX)

Subject:  BL3 TB respiratory protection

I would like to solicit information/advice/opinions/current practices from

all my colleagues who have experience with BL3 laboratories used for

Mycobacterium  tuberculosis research.

My company is re-visiting our respiratory protection plan.  We currently

require N-95 disposal respirators at all times in our BL3 (with qualitative

fit testing), and have PAPR's available for  emergency response situations.

We do primarily small culture work (i.e. some roller bottles), plating,

small rodent in vivo infection models with tissue homogenation and plate

counting.... no large TB fermentations, centrifugations, or cell busting

(at

least not now).

Here are my questions/quandaries:

*       what does your institution require or recommend?

*       is respiratory protection required or optional?

*       if you require respiratory protection only for certain procedures,

what is the mechanism by which those procedures are identified?

*       if you use disposable N-95s, what brand works best for you?

*       how do you conduct fit-testing?

*       how do you deal with bearded employees?

*       if you use PAPRs, what brand do you prefer?

*       what future changes, if any, do you see to OSHA standards governing

this type of respiratory protection?

If you wish to respond directly to me, I will post a summary of information

gathered to the list.  If anyone wishes to share their BL3 repiratory

protection plans with me, I'd be ecstatically grateful!

Thanks for your help--

Sarah Wolz

EH&S Manager

PathoGenesis Corp.

201 Elliott Ave W

Seattle, WA   98119

ph 206-505-6953/fax 206-270-3313

swolz@pathogenesis.com
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The CDC gives the following guidelines on the use of respirators in =

mycobacteriology laboratories:

Use of respirators in the mycobacteriology laboratory

When sputum specimens are collected in a laboratory setting, either the =

patient must be in a negative air-pressure booth equipped with a HEPA =

filter on the exhaust, or the laboratorian must wear a HEPA respirator =

(which may be a powered air purifying respirator equipped with N100 =

respirator cartridges (2)).

All manipulations of M. tuberculosis cultures create splatter or aerosol =

and  must be performed in a BSC located in a BL-3 facility. All workers in =

BL-3 laboratories should wear an N95 respirator and other protective =

clothing (see Clothing) to minimize potential exposure when infectious =

materials are being manipulated. Laboratory infections are nearly always =

caused by  either poorly monitored BSCs or a BSC in which normal aerosol   =

          containment capability is compromised, thereby permitting escape =

of droplet nuclei (38,40). The respirator then acts as an additional =

barrier to reduce the likelihood that tubercle bacilli will enter the =

lung.

 =20
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I am a student at Rio Rancho High School, and I am preparing myself for

college, and I was interested in input from people as to which colleges in the

U.S. offer worthwhile classes dealing with infectious diseases and/or

medical/pharmaceutical research. Any input is greatly appreciated.

Thanks,

Chris Van Vorous

115 Tarpon ave

Rio Rancho, NM 87124
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I am a student at Rio Rancho High School, and I am preparing myself for

college, and I was interested in input from people as to which colleges in the

U.S. offer worthwhile classes dealing with infectious diseases and/or

medical/pharmaceutical research. Any input is greatly appreciated.

I re-sent this message because the server reported data loss and parts of the

message were clipped. Sorry for any inconvenience.

Thanks,

Chris Van Vorous

115 Tarpon ave

Rio Rancho, NM 87124
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In the past year we have had two instances where a handful of Kim-wipes have

been pulled into the BSC (Class II Type A/B3).  This has happened when our

lab staff during the weekly cleaning of the underside of the work surface

and the basin of the BSC have lost their grip of on the Kimwipes and they

were pulled into the backside of the BSC. (Our BSC's are cleaned and

decontaminated with a 10% bleach solution followed by 1% thiosulfate

neutralization)

In order to remove the Kim-wipe the BSC must be decontaminated with

formaldehyde gas and then recertified.  As you all know, this is a very

expensive process and one the laboratory director does not want to put in

the budget.

The laboratory staff want to use something heavier than the Kim-wipes to

clean the BSC.  They are considering using sponges.

Since I am opposed to sponges, I was hoping some of you on this list could

give me some other suggestions.

Do you use Kim-wipes to clean your BSC?

If so, how do you prevent them from being pulled into the BSC?

If not, what do you use instead of Kim-wipes?

Thanks in advance for your help.

Melina Kinsey

Sr. Biosafety Technician

Midwest Research Institute

mkinsey@mriresearch.org

Amakali Rhodesian Ridgebacks
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Hi Melinda,

Talk about deja vu. I read my facilites monthly report this morning and ran into

the same problem. We had to decontaminate the hood and have it taken apart at a

cost of $525 to remove the Kim-wipe. Any suggestions from the group would be of

help.

Anne-Marie Bakker

EH&S Manager

Berlex Biosciences

anne_marie_bakker@berlex.com

In the past year we have had two instances where a handful of Kim-wipes have

been pulled into the BSC (Class II Type A/B3).  This has happened when our

lab staff during the weekly cleaning of the underside of the work surface

and the basin of the BSC have lost their grip of on the Kimwipes and they

were pulled into the backside of the BSC. (Our BSC's are cleaned and

decontaminated with a 10% bleach solution followed by 1% thiosulfate

neutralization)

In order to remove the Kim-wipe the BSC must be decontaminated with

formaldehyde gas and then recertified.  As you all know, this is a very

expensive process and one the laboratory director does not want to put in

the budget.

The laboratory staff want to use something heavier than the Kim-wipes to

clean the BSC.  They are considering using sponges.

Since I am opposed to sponges, I was hoping some of you on this list could

give me some other suggestions.

Do you use Kim-wipes to clean your BSC?

If so, how do you prevent them from being pulled into the BSC?

If not, what do you use instead of Kim-wipes?

Thanks in advance for your help.

Melina Kinsey

Sr. Biosafety Technician

Midwest Research Institute

mkinsey@mriresearch.org

Amakali Rhodesian Ridgebacks
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There are a couple of solutions to prevent cleaning materials from being =

drawn into the BSC's riser. I like a disposable towel called wipe-alls. =

(Available through Grainger Supply) I suggest that they be soaked with =

your disinfectant solution before going into the the under work surface =

zone. That way they will be too heavy to be drawn up the riser.

        The newer BSC's have a paper catch in the back. If you have a lab with =

a consistant paper problem a paper/debris catch can be retrofitted. All =

that's needed is a grill with very large holes so that it doesn't add res=

istance to the load on the blower. Some of the materials which are sold =

for keeping leaves out of home gutters are ok. The people who cert your =

BSC's should be able to help.

Jim Reiman

Lab. Safety Services Inc.

973-283-1900

----------

> Hi Melinda,

>

> Talk about deja vu. I read my facilites monthly report this morning and=

 ran

> into

> the same problem. We had to decontaminate the hood and have it taken =

apart at

> a

> cost of $525 to remove the Kim-wipe. Any suggestions from the group wou=

ld be

> of

> help.

>

> Anne-Marie Bakker

> EH&S Manager

> Berlex Biosciences

> anne_marie_bakker@berlex.com

>

> In the past year we have had two instances where a handful of Kim-wipes=

 have

> been pulled into the BSC (Class II Type A/B3).  This has happened when =

our

> lab staff during the weekly cleaning of the underside of the work surfa=

ce

> and the basin of the BSC have lost their grip of on the Kimwipes and =

they

> were pulled into the backside of the BSC. (Our BSC's are cleaned and

> decontaminated with a 10% bleach solution followed by 1% thiosulfate

> neutralization)

>

> In order to remove the Kim-wipe the BSC must be decontaminated with

> formaldehyde gas and then recertified.  As you all know, this is a very

> expensive process and one the laboratory director does not want to put =

in

> the budget.

>

> The laboratory staff want to use something heavier than the Kim-wipes =

to

> clean the BSC.  They are considering using sponges.

>

> Since I am opposed to sponges, I was hoping some of you on this list =

could

> give me some other suggestions.

>

> Do you use Kim-wipes to clean your BSC?

>

> If so, how do you prevent them from being pulled into the BSC?

>

> If not, what do you use instead of Kim-wipes?

>

> Thanks in advance for your help.

>

>

> Melina Kinsey

> Sr. Biosafety Technician

> Midwest Research Institute

> mkinsey@mriresearch.org

> Amakali Rhodesian Ridgebacks
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There are a couple of solutions for this problem. One is to use paper tow=

els or wipe-alls (available through Grainger Supply) and soak them thourg=

hly before putting them into the under work surface area. That way they =

will be too heavy to be drawn up the riser into the blower compartment. =

Wip-alls are a strong large thick wiper. Stacking a few paper towels and =

soaking together will do too.

        Many new BSC's now are built with a paper catch in the riser. One can =

be retro-fitted if you have a consistant problem with debris getting into=

 your BSC"S fans. All that is needed is a plastic or exploded metal alumi=

num grill with lage holes. The holes need to big enough so that the grill=

 won't add to the load on the unit's blower. Some of the materials that =

 are sold to keep leaves out of home gutters are good.  The people who =

test and maintain your BSC's should be able to install the at the next =

filter change for you.

Jim Reiman

Laboratory Safety Services Inc.

973-283-1900

JREIMAN-LSAFETY@WORLDNET.ATT.NET
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KIMWIPES & BSC'S

        There are several methods to aviod getting debris caught in the risers =

of BSC"s.

1. Use Wip-all towels (from Grainger Supply) or regular paper towels and =

soak them before putting them into the under work surface area. They will=

 be too heavy to be drawn up the unit's riser.

2. Many new BSC's are made with a paper catch in the riser. If you have =

a persistant problem in a lab have the unit retrofitted. All that is need=

ed is a grill of plastic or aluminum with big holes in it so as not to =

add resistance to the unit's blower from flow restriction. Some of the =

grills sold in hardware stores for keeping leaves out of home gutters  =

are the right size and are very inexpensive. The people who service your =

BSC's should be able to do it for you.

Jim Reiman

Lab. Safety Services

973-283-1900

jreiman-lsafety@worldnet.att.net
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At 04:29 PM 9/10/98 -0500, you wrote:

<SNIP>

>The laboratory staff want to use something heavier than the Kim-wipes to

>clean the BSC.  They are considering using sponges.

>

>Since I am opposed to sponges, I was hoping some of you on this list could

>give me some other suggestions.

>

>Do you use Kim-wipes to clean your BSC?

>

>If so, how do you prevent them from being pulled into the BSC?

>

>If not, what do you use instead of Kim-wipes?

>

>Thanks in advance for your help.

>

>

>Melina Kinsey

>Sr. Biosafety Technician

>Midwest Research Institute

>mkinsey@mriresearch.org

>Amakali Rhodesian Ridgebacks

>

I use paper towels (institute variety - heavy and not very absorbant).

Haven't lost any yet.

Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

Assoc. Biosafety Officer

Mass. Inst. of Tech.

617-258-5647

rfink@mit.edu
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Melina:

Isn't it amazing how such an innocent, accidental mishap of low-tech

material could result in such an expensive, high-tech correction.

Your problem could be solved in many ways.  The obvious is to

constantly    reinforce careful work practices to your lab staff;

however, this is    hardly foolproof.  You could also switch from the

lighter Kim-wipes    to a heavier cleanwipe, such as the ones used in

cleanrooms (ex.    Texwipe and Technicloth).  This solution also may not

be error-proof.

A final suggestion is to have your machine shop place protective

grates/grills across your intakes, making sure not to interfere with

airflow while still blocking large pieces of material from entering.

I hope these suggestions are of help to you.

Brian Logsdon

Flow Sciences, Inc.

Wilmington, NC  28401

800-849-3429

mailto:flowsci@flowsciences.com

http://www.flowsciences.com

On 10 Sep 1998 Melina Kinsey wrote:

>

> In the past year we have had two instances where a handful of Kim-wipes have

> been pulled into the BSC (Class II Type A/B3).  This has happened when our

> lab staff during the weekly cleaning of the underside of the work surface

> and the basin of the BSC have lost their grip of on the Kimwipes and they

> were pulled into the backside of the BSC. (Our BSC's are cleaned and

> decontaminated with a 10% bleach solution followed by 1% thiosulfate

> neutralization)

>

> In order to remove the Kim-wipe the BSC must be decontaminated with

> formaldehyde gas and then recertified.  As you all know, this is a very

> expensive process and one the laboratory director does not want to put in

> the budget.

>

> The laboratory staff want to use something heavier than the Kim-wipes to

> clean the BSC.  They are considering using sponges.

>

> Since I am opposed to sponges, I was hoping some of you on this list could

> give me some other suggestions.

>

> Do you use Kim-wipes to clean your BSC?

>

> If so, how do you prevent them from being pulled into the BSC?

>

> If not, what do you use instead of Kim-wipes?

>

> Thanks in advance for your help.

>

> Melina Kinsey

> Sr. Biosafety Technician

> Midwest Research Institute

> mkinsey@mriresearch.org

> Amakali Rhodesian Ridgebacks
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Melina:

Isn't it amazing how such an innocent, accidental mishap of low-tech

material could result in such an expensive, high-tech correction.

Your problem could be solved in many ways.  The obvious is to

constantly reinforce careful work practices to your lab staff;

however, this is hardly foolproof.  You could also switch from the

lighter Kim-wipes to a heavier cleanwipe, such as the ones used in

cleanrooms (ex. Texwipe and Technicloth).  This solution also may not

be error-proof.

A final suggestion is to have your machine shop place protective

grates/grills across your intakes, making sure not to interfere with

airflow while still blocking large pieces of material from entering.

I hope these suggestions are of help to you.

Brian Logsdon

Flow Sciences, Inc.

Wilmington, NC  28401

800-849-3429

mailto:flowsci@flowsciences.com

http://www.flowsciences.com

Melina Kinsey wrote:

>

> In the past year we have had two instances where a handful of Kim-wipes have

> been pulled into the BSC (Class II Type A/B3).  This has happened when our

> lab staff during the weekly cleaning of the underside of the work surface

> and the basin of the BSC have lost their grip of on the Kimwipes and they

> were pulled into the backside of the BSC. (Our BSC's are cleaned and

> decontaminated with a 10% bleach solution followed by 1% thiosulfate

> neutralization)

>

> In order to remove the Kim-wipe the BSC must be decontaminated with

> formaldehyde gas and then recertified.  As you all know, this is a very

> expensive process and one the laboratory director does not want to put in

> the budget.

>

> The laboratory staff want to use something heavier than the Kim-wipes to

> clean the BSC.  They are considering using sponges.

>

> Since I am opposed to sponges, I was hoping some of you on this list could

> give me some other suggestions.

>

> Do you use Kim-wipes to clean your BSC?

>

> If so, how do you prevent them from being pulled into the BSC?

>

> If not, what do you use instead of Kim-wipes?

>

> Thanks in advance for your help.

>

> Melina Kinsey

> Sr. Biosafety Technician

> Midwest Research Institute

> mkinsey@mriresearch.org

> Amakali Rhodesian Ridgebacks

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 14 Sep 1998 11:31:57 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Karen Ruhl <karenr@CHUGAIBIO.COM>
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Dear All:

We are currently looking at providing annual physicals for our employees

working with HIV and HCV.  No hazardous chemical handling involved here.

Our questions are:

1).  What are the possible pitfalls of such a program? (Any negative

experiences out there?)

2).  What ,other than the standard blood testing, and heart and lung check,

would you recommend for a physical?

3).  And the ever popular- Voluntary baseline serum banking, testing?

Any comments greatly appreciated.- Thanks

Karen Ruhl

Manager, Biological Safety

Gen-Probe, Incorporated

San Diego, CA

karenr@chugaibio.com
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Dear Biosafety members,

In the previous three weeks our School has experienced three incidents

(possible allergic reactions) involving the use of nitrile gloves.  I was

just wondering if anyone else has experienced any problems with nitrile

glove use, in particular allergic/sensitisation reactions?

Thanking you in advance,

Sonya

        ************************************

        Sonya Watson

        Biosafety Officer (Acting)

        School of Life Sciences

        Queensland University of Technology

        BRISBANE  QLD  AUSTRALIA

        Tel:    61 7 3864 2917

        Fax:    61 7 3864 1534

        Email:  s.watson@qut.edu.au

        ************************************
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We have had no incidents as you describe.  We have been advocating nitrile

glove use to replace rubber latex in many applications.  Could the reaction

be a heat rash or a reaction to the powder in the gloves?

Bob

>Dear Biosafety members,

>

>In the previous three weeks our School has experienced three incidents

>(possible allergic reactions) involving the use of nitrile gloves.  I was

>just wondering if anyone else has experienced any problems with nitrile

>glove use, in particular allergic/sensitisation reactions?

>

>Thanking you in advance,

>Sonya

>

>

>        ************************************

>        Sonya Watson

>        Biosafety Officer (Acting)

>        School of Life Sciences

>        Queensland University of Technology

>        BRISBANE  QLD  AUSTRALIA

>

>        Tel:    61 7 3864 2917

>        Fax:    61 7 3864 1534

>        Email:  s.watson@qut.edu.au

>

>        ************************************

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety
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Here is something from another list (foodsafe) just posted.

  --Madeline Dalrymple, UW, Laramie WY dalrympl@uwyo.edu

From: "LINDA TIMENTWA" <cutlasssup@hotmail.com>

Date: Mon, 14 Sep 1998 21:50:10 PDT

Subject: Re: Allergies to Vinyl Gloves

I have had to wear all types of gloves.  I don't have an allergy but I

did find that if I left the gloves of any type on for more than 15 to 30

minutes my hands would crack and burn.  I figured it was because they

sweat and stayed moist to long.  The gloves that are for food service

are a little better.  They can be left on with less affect.  But even

they would soon do the same thing.  The length of time the gloves are on

has a lot to do with hand problems.  And if you are on a serving line

that takes longer than the 15 or 30 minutes it does have an affect

because of prolonged moisture.  Just changing the gloves helps but your

hands are still damp.  That is my personal experience and not scientific

fact.  But is enough for me
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>Date: Mon, 14 Sep 1998 11:31:57 -0700

>To: Biosafety Questions

>From: Karen Ruhl <karenr@chugaibio.com>

>Subject: Physicals for Employees working with HIV- HCV

>

>Dear All:

>

>We are currently looking at providing annual physicals for our employees

working with HIV and HCV.  No hazardous chemical handling involved here.

>Our questions are:

>1).  What are the possible pitfalls of such a program? (Any negative

experiences out there?)

>

>2).  What ,other than the standard blood testing, and heart and lung

check, would you recommend for a physical?

>

>3).  And the ever popular- Voluntary baseline serum banking, testing?

>

>Any comments greatly appreciated.- Thanks

>

>Karen Ruhl

>Manager, Biological Safety

>Gen-Probe, Incorporated

>San Diego, CA

>karenr@chugaibio.com
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The following details a current vacancy for a Biological Safety Adviser

based at the main Zeneca Pharmaceuticals R&D site in Cheshire UK.

Please send all replies to the following email address:

spickering@howgate-sable.co.uk

BIOLOGICAL SAFETY ADVISER

Zeneca Pharmaceuticals UK

Zeneca is a major international science-based Group which provides

products and services to meet human needs.  Its largest business area is

Zeneca Pharmaceuticals which makes innovative prescription medicines to

address serious health conditions, such as cancer, heart diseases and

disorders of the respiratory and central nervous systems.  Headquartered

in the UK, it has world-wide sales of some =A32.5 billion.  The =

attraction

and development of world class people are essential to Zeneca's ongoing

growth. =20

To maintain the momentum, they need an energetic and imaginative

Biological Safety Adviser to implement new strategies within a complex

and challenging R&D environment. You will provide expert advice to the

site management and scientific staff to enable them to meet their SHE

responsibilities and business objectives.  The role will involve

interfacing with other parts of the business and will be based on the

Alderley Park site in rural Cheshire.

A biological science graduate, preferably with a PhD, you will have a

minimum of 5 years' technical experience in molecular biology or

microbiology.  You should have, or be working towards, a diploma in

Occupational Health and Safety Management and Membership of the

Institute of Occupational Safety and Health.  Experience as a safety

professional is desirable but not essential.  You will be interacting at

the highest level of management which will require first rate technical,

influencing, interpersonal and communication skills.

Zeneca is an equal opportunities employer and career prospects within

this successful and growing business are first class.

Please reply in confidence, enclosing your CV and current salary

details, quoting ref: XX9047, to Jo=EBlle Warren, Howgate Sable, =

Arkwright

House, Parsonage Gardens, Manchester M3 2LF UK. =20

Tel:  +44 (0)161-839 2000. =20

Fax:  +44 (0)161 839 0064

Email:  spickering@howgate-sable.co.uk

Internet: www.howgate-sable.co.uk

Paul

R&D Operations Manager

Research & Development Operations & Facilities Planning Group

Room 13F10,  Mereside

Ext 4355
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Sonya,

We are having the smae problem. We switched 2 years ago to Nitrile...and

had no incidents in the last  past but now I have some staff reporting skin

rashes. One person had a particulary bad sudden hives-like reaction..( this

may also have been related somewhat to multiple food allergies).

We are now giving our staff who report any irritating symptoms the following

choices:

- PVC gloves (for non-tactile work)

- N-dex powder free Nitriles

- UtraFit glove liners (really thin)

Next month we will survey the staff for symptoms, comfort and choose the

most economically feasible alternative.

We are also educating our staff in reduction of glove use due to the current

Canadian market shortage of Nitrile gloves.

I would certainely be interested in any papers on this subject......

Sandra C. Fry

Biosafety Officer

BC Centre for Disease Control,

655 W. 12th Avenue

Vancouver, BC V5Z 4R4

phone: (604) 660 6167

pager: (604) 893 5737

fax:   (604) 660 6073
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In-Reply-To:  <l03130301b2257603ea48@[129.22.116.70]>
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Bob and Sonya:

Here's how to tell if it is the nitrile gloves or something on them [powder,

etc] causing the dermatitis.  Take sterile gloves and cut a small swatch

about 1/2 inch square and tape it with a bandaid to the inside forearm of

those showing apparent nitrile inflammatory reaction.  A dermatologist

should do this in case someone is truly hyperallergic and might go into

anaphylaxis [very unlikely with topical exposure]. If positive rash or

inflammatory Rx at the swatch skin contact point is observed, repeat on

the other forearm with the powder only.  The bandaid contact areas flanking

the swatch contact point are the controls and should be negative.  Use

hypoallegenic bandaids.  They should wear the swatch for at least three

days and protect the area from shower/tub contamination, etc reporting

any rash to their dermatologist.

I bet a dollar [U.S. please] to a donut that its a sweat rash, or use of

a common lotion, perfume, ointment plus sweat, exacerbated among those

experiencing nitrile glove skin Rx, but this will tell you.

My opinion and experience.

Joe Coggin, Ph.D. not M.D.

On Wed, 16 Sep 1998, Robert N. Latsch wrote:

> We have had no incidents as you describe.  We have been advocating nitrile

> glove use to replace rubber latex in many applications.  Could the reaction

> be a heat rash or a reaction to the powder in the gloves?

>

> Bob

>

> >Dear Biosafety members,

> >

> >In the previous three weeks our School has experienced three incidents

> >(possible allergic reactions) involving the use of nitrile gloves.  I was

> >just wondering if anyone else has experienced any problems with nitrile

> >glove use, in particular allergic/sensitisation reactions?

> >

> >Thanking you in advance,

> >Sonya

> >

> >

> >        ************************************

> >        Sonya Watson

> >        Biosafety Officer (Acting)

> >        School of Life Sciences

> >        Queensland University of Technology

> >        BRISBANE  QLD  AUSTRALIA

> >

> >        Tel:    61 7 3864 2917

> >        Fax:    61 7 3864 1534

> >        Email:  s.watson@qut.edu.au

> >

> >        ************************************

>

>

>                  ________________________________________________

> __           / _______________________________________________

> _  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

>    \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

>      \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

>        \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety

>
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We have researchers starting a major new programme using baboons for

surgery and associated laboratory work. I am  familiar with the hazards

of NHP in general and Herpes B virus precautions. However baboons are

not known to harbor Herpes B virus and therefore presumably the

precautions could be relaxed somewhat?

 Does anyone have experience with baboons and the precautions associated

with handling blood and tissues. I was thinking of requiring universal

type precautions ( gloves and safety cabinets for aerosols and tissue

culture). I would appreciate any information and /or references in this

area. Thanks, Gillian.

--

------------------------------------------------------------------

Gillian Norton

Biosafety Officer

The University of Western Ontario

Occupational Health and Safety

Somerville House, Rm 2345

Phone: (519)661-2036

FAX:   (519)661-3420

-------------------------------------------------------------------
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I have also had to deal with many types of glove-associated problems. I

remember when we first added nitrile gloves to our storeroom, I thought glove

problems would be history. Was I wrong! But we have fewer problems now that a

range of powder-free gloves are available(PVC, latex, nitrile) in our

storeroom.

 As I understand it, many of the same chemicals are used in the manufacturing

process of both  nitrile and latex gloves -- various accelerants and

stabilizers. If you have access to the Internet, the NIOSH latex alert June

1997 has a good explanation of the three types of reactions which can occur

in persons using latex glove products:

1) irritant contact dermatitis

2) allergic contact dermatitis

3) latex allergy

http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/latexalt.html

I think (1) and (2) can also occur with other types of gloves.

To quote NIOSH:

"(1)Irritant contact dermatitis, the most common reaction- the development of

dry, itchy, irritated areas on the skin, usually the hands. This reaction is

caused by skin irritation from using gloves and possibly by exposure ot other

workplace products and chemicals. The reaction can also result from repeated

handwashing and drying, incomplete hand drying, use of cleaners and

sensitizers, and exposure to powders added to the glvoes. Irritant contact

dermatitis is not a true allergy.

(2) Chemical Sensitivity Dermatitis, Allergic contact dermatitis, delayed

hypersensitivity reactions result from exposure to chemicals added to latex

during harvesting, processing, or manufacturing. These chemicals can cause

skin reactions similar to those caused by poison ivy. As with poison ivy, the

rash usually begins 24 to 48 hours after contact and may progress to oozing

skin blisters or spread away from the area of the skin touched by the latex."

Unfortunately, there is no advice on what to do, other than try a different

glove.

Two other problems:

a. wearing gloves during episodes of hand dermatitis may increase skin

exposure and risk of developing allergy

b. using petrolatum-based hand care products with latex is thought to leach

out more irritants and exacerbate reactions (Mass Dept. Public Health

Directive). So sometimes staff are trying counter-productive products to help

alleviate their problems.

We have found some individuals who suffer from (1) or (2) have done well when

offered a powder free nitrile, as opposed to standard lightly powdered

nitrile.  And nitrile is less permeable to alcohol -- so that may help avoid

drying their skin out. Some researchers prefer to wear combinations -- an

inner glove to which they do not react -powderfree PVC, for example, or a

vinyl food service glove, as someone else mentioned  -- covered with a glove

that provides more protection against the chemicals or hazardous

microorganisms. And providing a  different handwashing soap has helped a few

people.

Good luck! I'm very interested in hearing about thin glove liners. I can't

get anyone to wear them; please let me know how they work out.
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Hi, Gillian --

The following is UC San Francisco's policy statement on the use of Old

World primates and their source materials:

Any PI whose research involves Asian or African Old World primates or

their blood, body fluids or unfixed tissues must have a Biological Use

Authorization (BUA) approved by the Biosafety Committee prior to use.

In addition, PIs who use cell or organ cultures derived from Asian Old

World primates must have a valid BUA for that research.  The Asian Old

World primates include the genus Macaca (rhesus and cynomolgus monkeys);

the African Old World primates include the genera Cercopithecus (e.g.,

African green monkey) and Papio (baboons).  All Old World primates

harbor adventitious agents (e.g., SIV, STLV, foamy agent) that may pose

an infection risk to humans, and the Asian animals are natural

reservoirs for cercopithecine herpesvirus type 1 (Herpesvirus simiae or

herpes B virus) that causes a generally fatal acute ascending

encephalomyelitis in man.

The BUA application form includes a check box for a health surveillance

program for Old World primate users; PIs are expected to implement this

program.  Details of the program can be found in Appendix L6 of the UCSF

Biosafety Manual available on the web at http://www.ehs.ucsf.edu.

Hope this helps.

-- Glenn

-----------------------------------------------

Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D., CBSP

Biosafety Officer

U.C. San Francisco

415-476-2097   fax 415-476-0581

glennf@ehsmail.ucsf.edu

-----Original Message-----

From: Gill Norton [mailto:gmnorton@JULIAN.UWO.CA]

Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 1998 1:38 PM

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject: precautions for lab work with baboon blood and tissues

We have researchers starting a major new programme using baboons for

surgery and associated laboratory work. I am  familiar with the hazards

of NHP in general and Herpes B virus precautions. However baboons are

not known to harbor Herpes B virus and therefore presumably the

precautions could be relaxed somewhat?

 Does anyone have experience with baboons and the precautions associated

with handling blood and tissues. I was thinking of requiring universal

type precautions ( gloves and safety cabinets for aerosols and tissue

culture). I would appreciate any information and /or references in this

area. Thanks, Gillian.

--

------------------------------------------------------------------

Gillian Norton

Biosafety Officer

The University of Western Ontario

Occupational Health and Safety

Somerville House, Rm 2345

Phone: (519)661-2036

FAX:   (519)661-3420

-------------------------------------------------------------------
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From:         "Joseph H. Coggin Jr." <jcoggin@JAGUAR1.USOUTHAL.EDU>

Subject:      Re: precautions for lab work with baboon blood and tissues

In-Reply-To:  <360021BD.CE6EE4A8@julian.uwo.ca>
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Gillian:

I worked with baboons for about ten years some time ago and I would

recommend that you treat them as BSL-2 biohazard minimally.  While the

Herpes simiae may or may not pose a threat depending on where they were

housed before coming to you and many other unknowns, they almost surely

may carry other endogenous agents. Personnel should avoid direct exposure to

them.  As a special warning, they can be extremely vicious and cunning.

Their bite is severe.  One picked a lock that was quite sophisticated

(sp?) and proceeded to let ten others out of their cage.  They then got

into a service entrance in the vivarium ceiling, ripped all the wiring

out and had to be darted to recapture them.  Use Pole and Collar and two

handlers minimum per animal when handling as medium sized baboons are

incredibly powerful.  I advise my clients to handle all NHPs as fully

dangerous for agents and viruses like Herpes B as the basic precaution.

That's my two cents worth of advice.

Joe Coggin, Jr

On Wed, 16 Sep 1998, Gill Norton wrote:

> We have researchers starting a major new programme using baboons for

> surgery and associated laboratory work. I am  familiar with the hazards

> of NHP in general and Herpes B virus precautions. However baboons are

> not known to harbor Herpes B virus and therefore presumably the

> precautions could be relaxed somewhat?

>

>  Does anyone have experience with baboons and the precautions associated

> with handling blood and tissues. I was thinking of requiring universal

> type precautions ( gloves and safety cabinets for aerosols and tissue

> culture). I would appreciate any information and /or references in this

> area. Thanks, Gillian.

> --

> ------------------------------------------------------------------

> Gillian Norton

> Biosafety Officer

> The University of Western Ontario

> Occupational Health and Safety

> Somerville House, Rm 2345

> Phone: (519)661-2036

> FAX:   (519)661-3420

> -------------------------------------------------------------------

>
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Subject:      HBV and Laboratory Workers
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These questions were recently posed to me by an employee who does not

want to put an individual at risk for HBV.

 1. What is the minium amount of time after vaccination that an

individual develops antibodies and when can/could the individual begin

working with infected animals?

 2. Is it acceptable to have an individual without HBV vaccinations or

while vaccinating work with infected animals?  Is there another method

of providing protection (i.e. gamma globulin shot) that is effective?

 3. Can an individual without HBV vaccinations or while beginning the

vaccination series enter the lab to handle dirty cages and waste for

autoclaving?

Suggestions and documentation would be greatly appreciated.

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

Carolyn S. Stahl, LEHS

Compliance & Training Manager

Environmental Health & Safety

Utah State University

Logan, UT 84322-8315

phone: (435) 797-1053
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Max Sundiam <ms@RJEINT.COM>

Organization: RJE International, Inc

Subject:      UNSUBSRIBE
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This is a multi-part message in MIME format.

--------------202C3A384B4E63F4DB3ADFAE

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

UNSUBSCRIBE

--------------202C3A384B4E63F4DB3ADFAE

Content-Type: text/x-vcard; charset=us-ascii; name="vcard.vcf"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Content-Description: Card for Max  Sundiam

Content-Disposition: attachment; filename="vcard.vcf"

begin:          vcard

fn:             Max  Sundiam

n:              Sundiam;Max

org:            RJE International, Inc

adr:            2192 Dupont Drive, Suite 110;;;Irvine;CA;92612;USA

email;internet: ms@rjeint.com

title:          Research

tel;work:       949-833-98423

tel;fax:        949-833-8557

x-mozilla-cpt:  ;0

x-mozilla-html: TRUE

version:        2.1

end:            vcard

--------------202C3A384B4E63F4DB3ADFAE--
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From:         =?iso-8859-1?Q?Andr=E9_Verhoeven?= <andre.verhoeven@CLUB.INNET.BE>

Subject:      Re: UNSUBSRIBE
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???????????? Unsuscribe yourself ?

-----Original Message-----

From: Max Sundiam <ms@RJEINT.COM>

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Date: zaterdag 19 september 1998 1:11

Subject: UNSUBSRIBE

>UNSUBSCRIBE

>

>
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From:         Chris Van Vorous <FigmentNM@AOL.COM>

Subject:      Re: UNSUBSRIBE
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huh??
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Subject:      HBV and workers
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These questions were recently posed to me by an employee who does not

want to put an individual at risk for HBV.

 1. What is the minium amount of time after vaccination that an

individual develops antibodies and when can/could the individual begin

working with infected animals?

 2. Is it acceptable to have an individual without HBV vaccinations or

while vaccinating work with infected animals?  Is there another method

of providing protection (i.e. gamma globulin shot) that is effective?

 3. Can an individual without HBV vaccinations or while beginning the

vaccination series enter the lab to handle dirty cages and waste for

autoclaving?

Suggestions and documentation would be greatly appreciated.

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

Carolyn S. Stahl, LEHS

Compliance & Training Manager

Environmental Health & Safety

Utah State University

Logan, UT 84322-8315

phone: (435) 797-1053

facsimile: (435) 797-3864

e-mail: stahl@cc.usu.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 22 Sep 1998 10:25:35 +0100

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>
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Subject:      Job Position: Biological Safety Adviser - Zeneca Pharmaceuticals
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The following details a current vacancy for a Biological Safety Adviser

based at the main Zeneca Pharmaceuticals R&D site in Cheshire UK.

Please send all replies to the following email address:

spickering@howgate-sable.co.uk

BIOLOGICAL SAFETY ADVISER

Zeneca Pharmaceuticals UK

Zeneca is a major international science-based Group which provides

products and services to meet human needs.  Its largest business area is

Zeneca Pharmaceuticals which makes innovative prescription medicines to

address serious health conditions, such as cancer, heart diseases and

disorders of the respiratory and central nervous systems.  Headquartered

in the UK, it has world-wide sales of some =A32.5 billion.  The =

attraction

and development of world class people are essential to Zeneca's ongoing

growth. =20

To maintain the momentum, they need an energetic and imaginative

Biological Safety Adviser to implement new strategies within a complex

and challenging R&D environment. You will provide expert advice to the

site management and scientific staff to enable them to meet their SHE

responsibilities and business objectives.  The role will involve

interfacing with other parts of the business and will be based on the

Alderley Park site in rural Cheshire.

A biological science graduate, preferably with a PhD, you will have a

minimum of 5 years' technical experience in molecular biology or

microbiology.  You should have, or be working towards, a diploma in

Occupational Health and Safety Management and Membership of the

Institute of Occupational Safety and Health.  Experience as a safety

professional is desirable but not essential.  You will be interacting at

the highest level of management which will require first rate technical,

influencing, interpersonal and communication skills.

Zeneca is an equal opportunities employer and career prospects within

this successful and growing business are first class.

Please reply in confidence, enclosing your CV and current salary

details, quoting ref: XX9047, to Jo=EBlle Warren, Howgate Sable, =

Arkwright

House, Parsonage Gardens, Manchester M3 2LF UK. =20

Tel:  +44 (0)161-839 2000. =20

Fax:  +44 (0)161 839 0064

Email:  spickering@howgate-sable.co.uk

Internet: www.howgate-sable.co.uk
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Subject:      Job Position: Biological Safety Adviser - Zeneca Pharmaceuticals

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

The following details a current vacancy for a Biological Safety Adviser

based at the main Zeneca Pharmaceuticals R&D site in Cheshire UK.

Please send all replies to the following email address:

spickering@howgate-sable.co.uk

BIOLOGICAL SAFETY ADVISER

Zeneca Pharmaceuticals UK

Zeneca is a major international science-based Group which provides

products and services to meet human needs.  Its largest business area is

Zeneca Pharmaceuticals which makes innovative prescription medicines to

address serious health conditions, such as cancer, heart diseases and

disorders of the respiratory and central nervous systems.  Headquartered

in the UK, it has world-wide sales of some =A32.5 billion. =20

To maintain the momentum, they need an energetic and imaginative

Biological Safety Adviser to implement new strategies within a complex

and challenging R&D environment. You will provide expert advice to the

site management and scientific staff to enable them to meet their SHE

responsibilities and business objectives.  The role will involve

interfacing with other parts of the business and will be based on the

Alderley Park site in rural Cheshire.

A biological science graduate, preferably with a PhD, you will have a

minimum of 5 years' technical experience in molecular biology or

microbiology.  You should have, or be working towards, a diploma in

Occupational Health and Safety Management and Membership of the

Institute of Occupational Safety and Health.  Experience as a safety

professional is desirable but not essential.  You will be interacting at

the highest level of management which will require first rate technical,

influencing, interpersonal and communication skills.

Zeneca is an equal opportunities employer and career prospects within

this successful and growing business are first class.

Please reply in confidence, enclosing your CV and current salary

details, quoting ref: XX9047, to Jo=EBlle Warren, Howgate Sable, =

Arkwright

House, Parsonage Gardens, Manchester M3 2LF UK. =20

Tel:  +44 (0)161-839 2000. =20

Fax:  +44 (0)161 839 0064

Email:  spickering@howgate-sable.co.uk

Internet: www.howgate-sable.co.uk
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From:         Didier Breyer <dbreyer@SBB.IHE.BE>

Subject:      Help! Standards for biological waste treatment
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I am forwarding this Email to the list. Please respond directly to the

original author.

Didier Breyer

author>Date: Wed, 23 Sep 1998 16:59:08 -0500

>From: Fred McGuigan <fmcgui1@lsuvm.sncc.lsu.edu>

>Mime-Version: 1.0

>To: helpsbb@sbb.ihe.be

>Subject: Help! Standards for biological waste treatment

>

>I'm looking for a biosafety list server and found your site.  We may

>be over-reacting or a bit confused by the biosafety criteria, but we

>have been seeking information regarding the following situation:

>

>At Louisiana State University experiments are conducted to treat

>hazardous wastes, such as TNT, by growing microorganisms (aerobic or

>anaerobic bacteria) to degrade the waste.  The aerobic process is an

>open system in which air is forced into a tank or container to provide

>oxygen to the organisms.

>

>My question: Is any one aware of standards for ventilation or

>biosafety which apply for this type of process?

>

>--

>Fred McGuigan

>Safety and Health Officer

>Louisiana State University

>

******************************************************

* Belgian Biosafety Advisory Council                 *

* Service of Biosafety and Biotechnology             *

* Institute of Public Health - Louis Pasteur         *

* Rue Juliette Wytsmanstraat, 14                     *

* B-1050 Brussels BELGIUM                            *

* Ph: 322-6425293 Fx: 322-6425292                    *

* Email: dbreyer@sbb.ihe.be, helpsbb@sbb.ihe.be      *

* Belgian Biosafety Server: http://biosafety.ihe.be/ *

******************************************************
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From:         "Wolz, Sarah" <swolz@PATHOGENESIS.COM>

Subject:      Proper Hood Decon

MIME-Version: 1.0
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A question has come up regarding proper daily biosafety cabinet

decontamination.  Is it better to squirt decontaminating agent than to

spray?  For instance, would there be problems (or benefits) associated with

alcohol or amphyl "mist" getting into the HEPA filters?

Aside from your esteemed opinions, does anyone have any written guidelines

about this particular issue?  A colleague writing GLP SOPs needs some

concrete procedural references.  Anything available on the web would be

great.

Thanks for your help--

Sarah Wolz

Manager, EH&S

PathoGenesis Corp.

swolz@pathogenesis.com

206-505-6953
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Sarah,

I would not use alcohol to decontaminate the work surface of a biological

safety cabinet.

Alchohol is an effective disinfectant when used as a soak, it is not very

effective as a surface disinfectant, especially within a biological safety

cabinet where evaporation rapidly occurs...The necessary contact time at

the appropriate concentration does not occur.

Hope this helps.

Joe

At 10:03 24.9.1998 -0700, you wrote:

>A question has come up regarding proper daily biosafety cabinet

>decontamination.  Is it better to squirt decontaminating agent than to

>spray?  For instance, would there be problems (or benefits) associated with

>alcohol or amphyl "mist" getting into the HEPA filters?

>

>Aside from your esteemed opinions, does anyone have any written guidelines

>about this particular issue?  A colleague writing GLP SOPs needs some

>concrete procedural references.  Anything available on the web would be

>great.

>

>Thanks for your help--

>

>Sarah Wolz

>Manager, EH&S

>PathoGenesis Corp.

>swolz@pathogenesis.com

>206-505-6953

>

>

______________________________________________________________________________

Biological Safety Officer

Safety and Environmental Protection Program

NCI - Frederick Cancer Research

and Development Center

(301)846-1451 fax: (301)846-6619

email: jkozlovac@mail.ncifcrf.gov

______________________________________________________________________________
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From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>
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In-Reply-To:  <399BFF6F8157D111934800805FFE7235A1E461@SEATTLE-NT-03>
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At 10:03 AM 9/24/98 -0700, you (Sarah Wolz) wrote:

>A question has come up regarding proper daily biosafety cabinet

>decontamination.  Is it better to squirt decontaminating agent than to

>spray?  For instance, would there be problems (or benefits) associated with

>alcohol or amphyl "mist" getting into the HEPA filters?

>

Well, for what it is worth, the NIH slide/audio set for formaldehyde

decontamination of a

BSC shows a spray bottle of alcohol.  I don't think it makes too much

difference whether it is sprayed or squirted but have no references for

you.  You might want to try Dr. Melvin First at Harvard School of Public

Health in Boston, MA - he is an acknowledged expert on HEPA's and BSC.

Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

Assoc. Biosafety Officer

Mass. Inst. of Tech.

617-258-5647

rfink@mit.edu
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Subject:      Re: Proper Hood Decon
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Any disinfectant that is active against the agents being used in the

cabinet is appropriate.  This is, I presume, not a terminal disinfection,

but rather a daily decon following work.  Alcohol (70%) is as good as

anything.  Remember when doing this type of decon, what you are really

doing is removing any material that might be spattered or splashed on the

interior surface of the BSC.  The real disinfection will take place in the

trash basket on the "kimwipe" or paper towel you are using to wipe the

interior of the cabinet.  Since you don't need to decon the air in the

cabinet, aerosolization of the disinfectant is not necessary.  For wiping

down, put the disinfectant on a paper towel and use that.  For spills, put

a paper towel down to absorb the spill and put the disinfectant on the

paper towel, followed by a wipe with the disinfectant.

John H. Keene, Dr.P.H., CBSP

Biohaztec Associates, Inc.

Midlothian, VA

804 379-9192

jkeene@erols.com

----------

> From: Joseph P. Kozlovac <jkozlovac@MAIL.NCIFCRF.GOV>

> To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject: Re: Proper Hood Decon

> Date: Thursday, September 24, 1998 1:35 PM

>

> Sarah,

>

> I would not use alcohol to decontaminate the work surface of a biological

> safety cabinet.

> Alchohol is an effective disinfectant when used as a soak, it is not very

> effective as a surface disinfectant, especially within a biological

safety

> cabinet where evaporation rapidly occurs...The necessary contact time at

> the appropriate concentration does not occur.

>

> Hope this helps.

>

> Joe

>

> At 10:03 24.9.1998 -0700, you wrote:

> >A question has come up regarding proper daily biosafety cabinet

> >decontamination.  Is it better to squirt decontaminating agent than to

> >spray?  For instance, would there be problems (or benefits) associated

with

> >alcohol or amphyl "mist" getting into the HEPA filters?

> >

> >Aside from your esteemed opinions, does anyone have any written

guidelines

> >about this particular issue?  A colleague writing GLP SOPs needs some

> >concrete procedural references.  Anything available on the web would be

> >great.

> >

> >Thanks for your help--

> >

> >Sarah Wolz

> >Manager, EH&S

> >PathoGenesis Corp.

> >swolz@pathogenesis.com

> >206-505-6953

> >

> >

>

____________________________________________________________________________

__

>

> Biological Safety Officer

> Safety and Environmental Protection Program

> NCI - Frederick Cancer Research

> and Development Center

> (301)846-1451 fax: (301)846-6619

> email: jkozlovac@mail.ncifcrf.gov

>

____________________________________________________________________________

__
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From:         JIM REIMAN <JREIMAN-LSAFETY@WORLDNET.ATT.NET>

Subject:      BSC  DISINFECTION
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THE BEST MATERIALS TO DISINFECT A BSC ARE 70% ETHANOL, OR 10% BLEACH. SIN=

CE THE BLEACH WILL CORRODE STAINLESS STEEL YOU NEED TO RINSE THOURGHLY =

AFTER USE. SPRAY OR SQUIRT BOTTLE MATTERS  LITTLE

        IF YOU USE A DETERGENT BASED DISINFECTANT IT WILL LEAVE A RESIDUE  ON =

THE STEEL IN THE WORK AREA.  DO NOT SPRAY IT AS THE MIST WILL BE CARRIED =

UP THE RISER , THROUGH THE BLOWER  AND INTO THE FILTER PLENUM.  IT TENDS =

TO LEAVE A STICKY RESIDUE WHICH TRAPS DUST ON THE BLOWER WHEEL AND ALL =

OVER THE INSIDE OF THE UNIT.

        LOOK AT THE MANUALS FOR BAKER OR NUAIRE BSC'S I THINK YOU WILL FIND A =

LIST OF REFERENCES THERE.

                      JIM REIMAN

                      973-283-1900
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Alfred L. 'Al' Jin" <e442242@POPEYE.LLNL.GOV>

Subject:      Re: Proper Hood Decon

In-Reply-To:  <3.0.5.32.19980924133514.007f0760@mail.ncifcrf.gov>
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To Joe & Sarah,

I would like to comment on the general use of alcohol on surfaces.

According to Seymour Blocks's disinfection, Sterilization, and

Perservation, 3rd edition, 1983, the use of alcohol as an effective

disinfectant varys depending on contact time and concentration used.

Use of 95% ethyl alcohol for 15 seconds will disinfect Tb. Use of 70%

ethyl alcohol for 30 seconds will kill Tb and if exposed for 15 minutes

will sterilize medical instruments. Use of 70% ethyl alcohol for 1

minute will kill lipoviruses. Ethyl alcohol has no effect on bacterial

spores and non-lipid viruses.

Use of 60-90% (v/v) Isopropyl alcohol alone is effective to most

microorganism except bacterial spores. IPA plus 5% propylene oxide will

kill bacterial spores. Contact with 70% IPA for less than 2 minutes

will sanitize, for 2 minutes will disinfect and if left for >5 minutes

will sterilize.

In regards to its effect on the HEPA filters, it is my opinon that use

of alcohol should not compromise the intregity of the filters unless

was excessively used or if the darn thing catches on fire (its happen

before). Use of alcohol in a spray bottle or squeeze bottle as not as

important as the type of alcohol and the contact time used. Since it is

not corrosive to the aluminum/ or HEPA filter (paper), it should not

compromise its integrity.

In closing.<underline>a</underline>s stated in Chapter 11: Barriers and

PPE in Biomedical Labortories <underline>(Laboratory Safety: Principles

& Practices, </underline>2nd edition, 1995),  70% ethanol, quaternary

ammonium compd, are satisfactory disinfectants used for BSC. Additional

references include NIH-NCI "<underline>Effective Use of the Laminar

Flow Biological Safety Cabinet</underline>" or CDC-NIH

<underline>Primary Containment for Biohazards: selection, installation

and use of BSC</underline>".

If anyone should disagree, please comment.

Al Jin, BSO, IH, CBSP, MS, CM(AAM), M(ASCP),

Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, Livermore, CA,

925 423-7385,

E-mail:Jin2@llnl.gov

>Sarah,

>

>I would not use alcohol to decontaminate the work surface of a

biological

>safety cabinet.

>Alchohol is an effective disinfectant when used as a soak, it is not

very

>effective as a surface disinfectant, especially within a biological

safety

>cabinet where evaporation rapidly occurs...The necessary contact time

at

>the appropriate concentration does not occur.

>

>Hope this helps.

>

>Joe

>

>At 10:03 24.9.1998 -0700, you wrote:

>>A question has come up regarding proper daily biosafety cabinet

>>decontamination.  Is it better to squirt decontaminating agent than

to

>>spray?  For instance, would there be problems (or benefits)

associated with

>>alcohol or amphyl "mist" getting into the HEPA filters?

>>

>>Aside from your esteemed opinions, does anyone have any written

guidelines

>>about this particular issue?  A colleague writing GLP SOPs needs

some

>>concrete procedural references.  Anything available on the web would

be

>>great.

>>

>>Thanks for your help--

>>

>>Sarah Wolz

>>Manager, EH&S

>>PathoGenesis Corp.

>>swolz@pathogenesis.com

>>206-505-6953

>>

>>

>______________________________________________________________________________

>

>Biological Safety Officer

>Safety and Environmental Protection Program

>NCI - Frederick Cancer Research

>and Development Center

>(301)846-1451 fax: (301)846-6619

>email: jkozlovac@mail.ncifcrf.gov

>______________________________________________________________________________
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From:         Ben Owens <bowens@UNR.EDU>

Subject:      BCS certification
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NIH guidelines and OSHA regulations require that biological safety

cabinets (BSCs) be certified prior to initial use and then annually (as

well if modified or moved).  Does recertification of BSCs have to meet

National Sanitation Foundation (NSF) 49 guidelines to meet the

definition of "recertification?"  Does the person certifying the BSC

have to be a NSF accredited field certifier?  Our current certifier is

not NSF accredited, he is accredited through the International Air

Filtration Certifiers Association (IAFCA).  I do not know what

tests/measurements he includes in his certification process.  Any

opinions on accreditation of field certifiers, NSF accreditation vs.

IAFCA accreditation, and what constitutes "certification" of BSCs?

Thanks for any input.  Ben

--

Ben Owens, Chemical Hygiene Officer

University of Nevada, Reno

Environmental Health and Safety Department, MS 328

Reno, NV 89557

(702) 327-5196

(702) 784-4553 fax
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Funk, Glenn" <GLENNF@EHSMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: BCS certification
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At UCSF, we require that investigators have their biosafety cabinets

recertified annually by an outside vendor.  Two of our three vendors are

NSF-certified, one is not.  We expect our hoods to be tested by the

certifiers to  the original design specifications for that type and

class of hood, and these specs are set by NSF 49.  Therefore,

certification (for us) means certifying to NSF 49 standards.  Our vendor

who is not NSF-certified performs the same tests as his certified

counterparts and uses a test report that is nearly identical to their's.

While I would prefer that all our certifiers be NSF-certified, we've had

no problems associated with our uncertified vendor.

-----------------------------------------------

Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D., CBSP

Biosafety Officer

U.C. San Francisco

415-476-2097   fax 415-476-0581

glennf@ehsmail.ucsf.edu

-----Original Message-----

From: Ben Owens [mailto:bowens@UNR.EDU]

Sent: Thursday, September 24, 1998 4:40 PM

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject: BCS certification

NIH guidelines and OSHA regulations require that biological safety

cabinets (BSCs) be certified prior to initial use and then annually (as

well if modified or moved).  Does recertification of BSCs have to meet

National Sanitation Foundation (NSF) 49 guidelines to meet the

definition of "recertification?"  Does the person certifying the BSC

have to be a NSF accredited field certifier?  Our current certifier is

not NSF accredited, he is accredited through the International Air

Filtration Certifiers Association (IAFCA).  I do not know what

tests/measurements he includes in his certification process.  Any

opinions on accreditation of field certifiers, NSF accreditation vs.

IAFCA accreditation, and what constitutes "certification" of BSCs?

Thanks for any input.  Ben

--

Ben Owens, Chemical Hygiene Officer

University of Nevada, Reno

Environmental Health and Safety Department, MS 328

Reno, NV 89557

(702) 327-5196

(702) 784-4553 fax
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Didier Breyer <dbreyer@SBB.IHE.BE>

Subject:      2nd EBSA Annual Conference
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The second Annual Conference of the European Biosafety Association (EBSA)

will take place on November 20th 1998, at the laboratories of SmithKline

Beecham Pharmaceuticals, New Frontiers Science Park, Harlow, Essex, United

Kingdom, approx. 20 miles North of London.

The meeting will consist of presentations from distinguished speakers with

ample opportunity for delegates' questions and interaction. This is an

ideal opportunity to network with colleagues who share a common interest in

European Biosafety and also play an active role in a young but rapidly

expanding organisation.

More information on the EBSA Web Site:

http://biosafety.ihe.be/EBSA/HomeEBSA.html

Contact Points:

John R Keddie (EBSA President)

SmithKline Beecham Pharmaceuticals

New Frontiers Science Park, Third Avenue, Harlow

Essex, CM19 5AW, United Kingdom.

Phone: + 44 (0) 1279 644492

Fax: +44 (0) 1279 646002

Email: John_R_Keddie@sbphrd.com

EBSA Secretariat: David J Cocker

Phone: +32 2 725 32 27

Fax: +32 2 725 21 02

Email: Dcocker@net4all.be

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 25 Sep 1998 09:46:02 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>
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From:         "Cipriano,Mary" <Mary.Cipriano@ADD.SSW.ABBOTT.COM>

Subject:      Re: Proper Hood Decon
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I agree with Jack Keene. Select the disinfectant based on its efficacy

against the agent. However, if you are dealing with blood or bloodborne=

pathogens, OSHA does not consider 70% alcohol an effective tuberculocid=

al

surface disinfectant and you will be cited if it's the only disinfectan=

t you

are using.

Mary Cipriano

Abbott Labs

=
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Joseph P. Kozlovac" <jkozlovac@MAIL.NCIFCRF.GOV>

Subject:      Re: BCS certification

In-Reply-To:  <360AD835.493CF5BB@unr.edu>
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Ben

NSF recommends a number of primary and secondary field tests be performed

upon BSC installation and at a minimum an annual recertification.  In

addition a BSC should be recertified when HEPA filters are replaced,

internal maintenance such as blower motor replacement, and whenever a BSC

is moved to another location.

On your question as to wether or not a certifier should be NSF accredited,

although not required it is a good idea, since it ensures that the

contractor you bring in to do the job meets a standard level of

qualification.  Many larger institutions have over the past few years

included in there BSC Service Contracts

a requirement that the individual performing the service work including

recertification have NSF accreditation.

I believe that you will also find that many of the larger, reputable BSC

certification companies have service technicians who are NSF accredited or

in the process thereof.

Just My Two cents.

>NIH guidelines and OSHA regulations require that biological safety

>cabinets (BSCs) be certified prior to initial use and then annually (as

>well if modified or moved).  Does recertification of BSCs have to meet

>National Sanitation Foundation (NSF) 49 guidelines to meet the

>definition of "recertification?"  Does the person certifying the BSC

>have to be a NSF accredited field certifier?  Our current certifier is

>not NSF accredited, he is accredited through the International Air

>Filtration Certifiers Association (IAFCA).  I do not know what

>tests/measurements he includes in his certification process.  Any

>opinions on accreditation of field certifiers, NSF accreditation vs.

>IAFCA accreditation, and what constitutes "certification" of BSCs?

>Thanks for any input.  Ben

>

>--

>Ben Owens, Chemical Hygiene Officer

>University of Nevada, Reno

>Environmental Health and Safety Department, MS 328

>Reno, NV 89557

>(702) 327-5196

>(702) 784-4553 fax

>

>

______________________________________________________________________________

Biological Safety Officer

Safety and Environmental Protection Program

NCI - Frederick Cancer Research

and Development Center

(301)846-1451 fax: (301)846-6619

email: jkozlovac@mail.ncifcrf.gov

______________________________________________________________________________
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From:         Georgia Thomas <GThomas@NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Physicals for Employees working with HIV- HCV
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We are just now discontinuing mandatory interval physical exams for our

retrovirus surveillance program, but will maintain entry and exit exams.

Entry and exit HIV testing is strongly urged; interval HIV testing is

optional.  We plan to structure HCV surveillance in the same fashion.

I have found many interesting things on interval PE's during retroviral

surveillance, but never anything that had an impact on job

assignment/SOP's.  Most of our affected employees are 100 miles away at our

vet research facility, and my experience has been that the physician

contact is enjoyable for me and appreciated by the workers - but is not

necessary from an occupational health standpoint.  I'm expecting that

almost all of our employees will elect to continue these exams.  As health

care systems continue to attenuate, most people like the opportunity to see

the same physician for a physical exam in a setting where they are free to

ask questions.

About serum banking - I'm still one of those people who is reassured by all

that frozen serum.  We are going to request that our primate handlers allow

entry and recent serum samples to be tested for hepatitis A, prior to our

offering them vaccine.  Our results may answer some questions about

transmission of this virus during nonhuman primate care.

Georgia Thomas, M.D., M.P.H.

Director, Employee Health

M.D. Anderson Cancer Center

Houston, Texas
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Joseph P. Kozlovac" <jkozlovac@MAIL.NCIFCRF.GOV>

Subject:      Re: Proper Hood Decon

In-Reply-To:  <v03130301b230725aedd6@[128.115.59.50]>
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I would like to make possibly my unclear earlier statement clear.  I

strongly agree that the disinfectant should be effective against the

organism being worked with.  I agree that 70% alcohol can be an effective

disinfectant when used appropriately even on surfaces given appropriate

contact time.  I do not believe that spritzing some  so called 70%

alcohol (it has been my experience to find that many labs do not prepare

their 70% alcohol on a daily basis) and spreading it out on a BSC surface

which has a considerable amount of air flow that you have a long enough

contact time at the appropriate concentration.

At 16:37 24.9.1998 -0700, you wrote:

>>>>

<excerpt>To Joe & Sarah,

I would like to comment on the general use of alcohol on surfaces.

According to Seymour Blocks's disinfection, Sterilization, and

Perservation, 3rd edition, 1983, the use of alcohol as an effective

disinfectant varys depending on contact time and concentration used. Use

of 95% ethyl alcohol for 15 seconds will disinfect Tb. Use of 70% ethyl

alcohol for 30 seconds will kill Tb and if exposed for 15 minutes will

sterilize medical instruments. Use of 70% ethyl alcohol for 1 minute will

kill lipoviruses. Ethyl alcohol has no effect on bacterial spores and

non-lipid viruses.

Use of 60-90% (v/v) Isopropyl alcohol alone is effective to most

microorganism except bacterial spores. IPA plus 5% propylene oxide will

kill bacterial spores. Contact with 70% IPA for less than 2 minutes will

sanitize, for 2 minutes will disinfect and if left for >5 minutes will

sterilize.

In regards to its effect on the HEPA filters, it is my opinon that use of

alcohol should not compromise the intregity of the filters unless was

excessively used or if the darn thing catches on fire (its happen

before). Use of alcohol in a spray bottle or squeeze bottle as not as

important as the type of alcohol and the contact time used. Since it is

not corrosive to the aluminum/ or HEPA filter (paper), it should not

compromise its integrity.

In closing.<underline>a</underline>s stated in Chapter 11: Barriers and

PPE in Biomedical Labortories <underline>(Laboratory Safety: Principles &

Practices, </underline>2nd edition, 1995),  70% ethanol, quaternary

ammonium compd, are satisfactory disinfectants used for BSC. Additional

references include NIH-NCI "<underline>Effective Use of the Laminar Flow

Biological Safety Cabinet</underline>" or CDC-NIH <underline>Primary

Containment for Biohazards: selection, installation and use of

BSC</underline>".

If anyone should disagree, please comment.

Al Jin, BSO, IH, CBSP, MS, CM(AAM), M(ASCP),

Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, Livermore, CA,

925 423-7385,

E-mail:Jin2@llnl.gov

>Sarah,

>

>I would not use alcohol to decontaminate the work surface of a

biological

>safety cabinet.

>Alchohol is an effective disinfectant when used as a soak, it is not

very

>effective as a surface disinfectant, especially within a biological

safety

>cabinet where evaporation rapidly occurs...The necessary contact time

at

>the appropriate concentration does not occur.

>

>Hope this helps.

>

>Joe

>

>At 10:03 24.9.1998 -0700, you wrote:

>>A question has come up regarding proper daily biosafety cabinet

>>decontamination.  Is it better to squirt decontaminating agent than

to

>>spray?  For instance, would there be problems (or benefits) associated

with

>>alcohol or amphyl "mist" getting into the HEPA filters?

>>

>>Aside from your esteemed opinions, does anyone have any written

guidelines

>>about this particular issue?  A colleague writing GLP SOPs needs some

>>concrete procedural references.  Anything available on the web would

be

>>great.

>>

>>Thanks for your help--

>>

>>Sarah Wolz

>>Manager, EH&S

>>PathoGenesis Corp.

>>swolz@pathogenesis.com

>>206-505-6953

>>

>>

>______________________________________________________________________________

>

>Biological Safety Officer

>Safety and Environmental Protection Program

>NCI - Frederick Cancer Research

>and Development Center

>(301)846-1451 fax: (301)846-6619

>email: jkozlovac@mail.ncifcrf.gov

>______________________________________________________________________________

</excerpt><<<<<<<<

______________________________________________________________________________

Biological Safety Officer

Safety and Environmental Protection Program

NCI - Frederick Cancer Research

and Development Center

(301)846-1451 fax: (301)846-6619

email: jkozlovac@mail.ncifcrf.gov

______________________________________________________________________________
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Thanks for all the good responses.  One of my questions that maybe wasn't

crystal clear is:  if you choose a less volatile disinfectant, such as

amphyl, based on organism being researched, are there problems with

"spritzing" vs. squirting associated with disinfectant clogging the filters.

Apparently the person who originally came to me with this question is

running into some personnel/procedural problems over this particular issue

and needs some real citations on what is the best way.

I have forwarded all these great responses on to her, and have suggested she

consult the technical service dept. of her hood manufacturer.

In the meantime, I have enjoyed and learned much from the discussion on

alcohols, choice of disinfectants, etc.

Thanks!

Sarah

PathoGenesis Corp.

swolz@pathogenesis.com

> ----------

> From:         Joseph P. Kozlovac[SMTP:jkozlovac@MAIL.NCIFCRF.GOV]

> Reply To:     A Biosafety Discussion List

> Sent:         Friday, September 25, 1998 10:27 AM

> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:      Re: Proper Hood Decon

>

> I would like to make possibly my unclear earlier statement clear.  I

> strongly agree that the disinfectant should be effective against the

> organism being worked with.  I agree that 70% alcohol can be an effective

> disinfectant when used appropriately even on surfaces given appropriate

> contact time.  I do not believe that spritzing some  so called 70% alcohol

> (it has been my experience to find that many labs do not prepare their 70%

> alcohol on a daily basis) and spreading it out on a BSC surface which has

> a considerable amount of air flow that you have a long enough contact time

> at the appropriate concentration.

> At 16:37 24.9.1998 -0700, you wrote:

> >>>>

>

>       To Joe & Sarah,

>

>

>       I would like to comment on the general use of alcohol on surfaces.

> According to Seymour Blocks's disinfection, Sterilization, and

> Perservation, 3rd edition, 1983, the use of alcohol as an effective

> disinfectant varys depending on contact time and concentration used. Use

> of 95% ethyl alcohol for 15 seconds will disinfect Tb. Use of 70% ethyl

> alcohol for 30 seconds will kill Tb and if exposed for 15 minutes will

> sterilize medical instruments. Use of 70% ethyl alcohol for 1 minute will

> kill lipoviruses. Ethyl alcohol has no effect on bacterial spores and

> non-lipid viruses.

>

>       Use of 60-90% (v/v) Isopropyl alcohol alone is effective to most

> microorganism except bacterial spores. IPA plus 5% propylene oxide will

> kill bacterial spores. Contact with 70% IPA for less than 2 minutes will

> sanitize, for 2 minutes will disinfect and if left for >5 minutes will

> sterilize.

>

>       In regards to its effect on the HEPA filters, it is my opinon that

> use of alcohol should not compromise the intregity of the filters unless

> was excessively used or if the darn thing catches on fire (its happen

> before). Use of alcohol in a spray bottle or squeeze bottle as not as

> important as the type of alcohol and the contact time used. Since it is

> not corrosive to the aluminum/ or HEPA filter (paper), it should not

> compromise its integrity.

>

>       In closing.as stated in Chapter 11: Barriers and PPE in Biomedical

> Labortories (Laboratory Safety: Principles & Practices, 2nd edition,

> 1995),  70% ethanol, quaternary ammonium compd, are satisfactory

> disinfectants used for BSC. Additional references include NIH-NCI

> "Effective Use of the Laminar Flow Biological Safety Cabinet" or CDC-NIH

> Primary Containment for Biohazards: selection, installation and use of

> BSC".

>

>

>       If anyone should disagree, please comment.

>

>

>

>

>

>       Al Jin, BSO, IH, CBSP, MS, CM(AAM), M(ASCP),

>       Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, Livermore, CA,

>       925 423-7385,

>       E-mail:Jin2@llnl.gov

>

>

>

>

>

>

>

>

>       >Sarah,

>       >

>       >I would not use alcohol to decontaminate the work surface of a

> biological

>       >safety cabinet.

>       >Alchohol is an effective disinfectant when used as a soak, it is

> not very

>       >effective as a surface disinfectant, especially within a biological

> safety

>       >cabinet where evaporation rapidly occurs...The necessary contact

> time at

>       >the appropriate concentration does not occur.

>       >

>       >Hope this helps.

>       >

>       >Joe

>       >

>       >At 10:03 24.9.1998 -0700, you wrote:

>       >>A question has come up regarding proper daily biosafety cabinet

>       >>decontamination.  Is it better to squirt decontaminating agent

> than to

>       >>spray?  For instance, would there be problems (or benefits)

> associated with

>       >>alcohol or amphyl "mist" getting into the HEPA filters?

>       >>

>       >>Aside from your esteemed opinions, does anyone have any written

> guidelines

>       >>about this particular issue?  A colleague writing GLP SOPs needs

> some

>       >>concrete procedural references.  Anything available on the web

> would be

>       >>great.

>       >>

>       >>Thanks for your help--

>       >>

>       >>Sarah Wolz

>       >>Manager, EH&S

>       >>PathoGenesis Corp.

>       >>swolz@pathogenesis.com

>       >>206-505-6953

>       >>

>       >>

>

> >_________________________________________________________________________

> _____

>       >

>       >Biological Safety Officer

>       >Safety and Environmental Protection Program

>       >NCI - Frederick Cancer Research

>       >and Development Center

>       >(301)846-1451 fax: (301)846-6619

>       >email: jkozlovac@mail.ncifcrf.gov

>

> >_________________________________________________________________________

> _____

>

>

>

> <<<<

>

>

> __________________________________________________________________________

> ____

>

> Biological Safety Officer

> Safety and Environmental Protection Program

> NCI - Frederick Cancer Research

> and Development Center

> (301)846-1451 fax: (301)846-6619

> email: jkozlovac@mail.ncifcrf.gov

> __________________________________________________________________________

> ____

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 25 Sep 1998 14:27:57 EST

Reply-To:     speaker@ehs.psu.edu

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Curt Speaker <speaker@SAFETY-1.SAFETY.PSU.EDU>

Organization: University Safety - Penn State Univ

Subject:      Re: Proper Hood Decon

In-Reply-To:  <399BFF6F8157D111934800805FFE7235A1E475@SEATTLE-NT-03>

One caveat that I haven't heard anyone mention that I had the

(mis)fortune of seeing is to extinguish any small sources of flame

inside of the hood before spraying 70% ethanol inside of a hood.

Many years ago (probably 1985) I researcher forgot to extinguish the

spirit lamp that they were using to flame an innoculating loop in a

BSC (please, no lectures on flames inside BSCs; I am well aware of

the disruptive effects on the air currents).  Suffice it to say that

the sprayed ethanol ignited and engulfed the entire inside of the

work area in flames - worse yet it caught the fiber media in the

HERA filter on fire too!  What a mess...we ended up having to replace

the entire HEPA filter assembly.  Needless to say, the researcher

learned a valuable lesson.   And in defense of current employer, no -

this did not happen at Penn State!

Curt

Curt Speaker

Biosafety Officer

Penn State University

Environmental Health and Safety

speaker@ehs.psu.edu

http://www.ehs.psu.edu

^...^

(O_O)

=(Y)=

 """

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 25 Sep 1998 15:21:05 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Proper Hood Decon

In-Reply-To:  <3.0.5.32.19980925132757.008025d0@mail.ncifcrf.gov>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

One method of hood decontamination not mentioned is a paraformaldhyde

candle.  My understanding that burning this device creates formaldhyde gas.

Care should be taken that nobody is in the room and that there is adequate

ventilation before entering after doing this.

Question:  While this is not a disinfectant that would pass OSHA muster.

Since we are talking about formaldehyde, does this not render the BBP

requirements moot?  Remember, fixed tissue, fluids or organs are not BBP.

Bob

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 25 Sep 1998 15:58:17 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Petuch, Brian R." <brian_petuch@MERCK.COM>

Subject:      Re: Proper Hood Decon

MIME-version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain

Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

Please remember that formaldehyde is a carcinogen and it's OSHA standard

must be followed.

Brian Petuch EMT, HMT

VTE Laboratory Management

> * WP 28-70

> * (215) 652-4039

Pager: 800-759-8888 pin 1380162

> ----------

> From:         Robert N. Latsch[SMTP:rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU]

> Sent:         Friday, September 25, 1998 4:21 PM

> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:      Re: Proper Hood Decon

>

> One method of hood decontamination not mentioned is a paraformaldhyde

> candle.  My understanding that burning this device creates formaldhyde

> gas.

> Care should be taken that nobody is in the room and that there is adequate

> ventilation before entering after doing this.

>

> Question:  While this is not a disinfectant that would pass OSHA muster.

> Since we are talking about formaldehyde, does this not render the BBP

> requirements moot?  Remember, fixed tissue, fluids or organs are not BBP.

>

> Bob

>

>

>

>                  ________________________________________________

> __           / _______________________________________________

> _  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental

> Safety

>    \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

>      \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

>        \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental

> Safety

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 25 Sep 1998 16:47:07 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         John Keene <jkeene@EROLS.COM>

Subject:      Re: Proper Hood Decon

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=ISO-8859-1

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Back to the books guys.  Are we trying to decon the BSC for certification

purposes and or significant spill in the BSC, or are we trying to decon

prior to and after use?  If the former, there is a specific protocol for

decontamination using paraformaldehyde and NO the use of a paraformaldahyde

candle is not appropriate for this decontamination.  If the latter, any

disinfectant that will inactivate the material being used in the cabinet is

appropriate.  Remember, you are primarily physically removing the

contamination just like washing your hands.  The decontamination takes

place mostly in the trash bag on the paper towel you use.  Again the use of

a paraformaldehyde candle which is releasing formaldehyde is not

appropriate unless you are protecting personnel and ultimately neutralizing

the formaldehyde.

----------

> From: Robert N. Latsch <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

> To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject: Re: Proper Hood Decon

> Date: Friday, September 25, 1998 4:21 PM

>

> One method of hood decontamination not mentioned is a paraformaldhyde

> candle.  My understanding that burning this device creates formaldhyde

gas.

> Care should be taken that nobody is in the room and that there is

adequate

> ventilation before entering after doing this.

>

> Question:  While this is not a disinfectant that would pass OSHA muster.

> Since we are talking about formaldehyde, does this not render the BBP

> requirements moot?  Remember, fixed tissue, fluids or organs are not BBP.

>

> Bob

>

>

>

>                  ________________________________________________

> __           / _______________________________________________

> _  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental

Safety

>    \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

>      \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

>        \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental

Safety

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 25 Sep 1998 16:35:04 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         John Keene <jkeene@EROLS.COM>

Subject:      Re: Proper Hood Decon

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=ISO-8859-1

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

While OSHA does require an EPA registered tuberculocidal agent for unknowns

and for materials containing blood, if you are using a specific microbial

agent and have evidence that the disinfectant you are using has activity

against that agent, it is appropriate in OSHA's eyes to use that

disinfectant.  Just be sure that that is all you are working with in the

cabinet otherwise the OSHA mandate stands.

----------

From: Cipriano,Mary <Mary.Cipriano@ADD.SSW.ABBOTT.COM>

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject: Re: Proper Hood Decon

Date: Friday, September 25, 1998 10:46 AM

I agree with Jack Keene. Select the disinfectant based on its efficacy

against the agent. However, if you are dealing with blood or bloodborne

pathogens, OSHA does not consider 70% alcohol an effective tuberculocidal

surface disinfectant and you will be cited if it's the only disinfectant

you

are using.

Mary Cipriano

Abbott Labs

----------

=========================================================================

Date:         Sat, 26 Sep 1998 17:49:21 PDT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         JIM REIMAN <JREIMAN-LSAFETY@WORLDNET.ATT.NET>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="ISO-8859-1"; X-MAPIextension=".TXT"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

B.S.C. Decontamination Vs. Disinfection

        Our definitions for these terms are as follows:

Disinfection is the wiping of work area surfaces (including side walls, =

rear wall, work surface and air intale grills) with a suitable liquid age=

nt and paper towel type applicant.

        Spraying a detergent based disinfectant  in a fine mist  results in the =

agent coating the intake grills, motor (it's air cooled) and upstream sid=

e of H.E.P.A. filters with a sticky mess. This is not good. When applied =

to the outer surfaces of the cabinet , for example arount the front openi=

ng It also make it difficule to make  k plastic stick on the outside of =

the unit with tape  for the decontamination proceedure.

Biological Decontamination of a B.S.C. is a paraformaldehyde gas event. =

Since gas phase materials go right through H.E.P.A. filters, the unit mus=

t be sealed air tight with plastic. Electric frying pans are used to heat=

 paraformaldehyde to gas phase where it is contained inside the unit for =

3 hours. The gas is either vented outside or neutralized.  This should =

only be done by a thourghly trained and experienced person. Each mfg and =

model has charactoristics one should be familiar with before attempting =

this process.

        Decontamination is done to service contaminated areas of the unit, prior=

 to moving , or in some cases between users.

        I would never use or recommend a formaldehyde candle to achieve disinfec=

tion or decontamination. It probably would not generate the correct conce=

ntration of gas. Potentially it could trigger an explosion if the gas did=

 reach the L.E.L.  inside a sealed unit. If the unit was not sealed the =

gas will leak out and/or just pass through the exhaust filter into the =

lab (assuming a Class IIa or non-ducted IIb3)

 sorry this is so long!

JIM REIMAN

JREIMAN-LSAFETY@WORLDNET.ATT.NET

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 28 Sep 1998 08:38:21 -0400

Reply-To:     rubockpa@UMDNJ.EDU

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Paul Rubock <rubockpa@UMDNJ.EDU>

Organization: eohss-umdnj

Subject:      Fire Safety/BL-3 Lab

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

We are in the design phase for a BL-3 facility: three small rooms, each

with a BSC and incubator off of

> larger common equipment area.  We plan to sprinkler (water) the area

and are looking for

protocols

> to address disposal of the water if and when the sprinkler should be

activated.  Some one has

> suggested that we contract in advance with a company that does BSC

certification to provide

> emergency remediation employing a HEPA filtered wet/dry shop vac. But

this still leaves the

problem

> of what to do with the water, although as we are below grade all the

water can go into a planned

> holding tank which we can decontaminate.

>

> This is by no means a "production" facility and the quantities used

are small.  In addition, the

> only scenario I can imagine a release of tb-the agent in use-as the

result of a fire is if the

> sprinklers don't work and the fire melts/demolishes the BSCs,

incubators, c-fuges, etc.  But, I

> would still appreciate input in devising a contingency plan.

>

> Thank you,

> Paul Rubock

> UMDNJ

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 28 Sep 1998 08:54:37 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Annual Biosafty Dinner

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

It is time to start planning our annual Biosafty dinner during ABSA's

annual meeting.  I won't be attending this year, but Brenda Wong and Betsy

Gilman are stepping in to make sure that the dinner goes off.

First, any suggestions for restaurants in Orlando?

Second - the only relatively free evening is Monday Oct. 26, so unless

there is a large out cry for a different date, it will be that date.

Please respond to rfink@mit.edu (i.e. do NOT hit the reply button as that

will send your message to the list).  Thank you.

Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

Biosafty List Owner

rfink@mit.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 28 Sep 1998 07:59:14 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Tim Ryan <tryan@UH.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Fire Safety/BL-3 Lab

MIME-version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

At  8:38 AM 9/28/98 -0400, Paul Rubock wrote:

>We are in the design phase for a BL-3 facility: three small rooms, each

>with a BSC and incubator off of

>> larger common equipment area.  We plan to sprinkler (water) the area

>and are looking for

>protocols

>> to address disposal of the water if and when the sprinkler should be

>activated.

This doesn't directly answer your question, but...why not spec a CO2

extinguishment system and thereby engineer out the disposal issues?  Given

the superior integrity of a BSL-3 room envelope, this seems like an ideal

application for CO2.

USPS:  Tim Ryan - CIH, CSP, RBP

       Director - Environmental & Physical Safety Department

       University of Houston System : University of Houston

       EPSD-1852

       University of Houston

       Houston, TX 77204-1852

Voice: (713) 743-5858          FAX:    (713) 743-5859

E-mail: tryan@uh.edu

URL--> http://www.uh.edu/admin/epsd/index.html

                         ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

                         No fear = No brain

                         No regrets = No life

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 28 Sep 1998 09:33:46 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Fred McGuigan <fmcgui1@LSUVM.SNCC.LSU.EDU>

Subject:      [Fwd: Biosafety Level III Labs]

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: multipart/mixed; boundary="------------4974C4D99088AFDB0984E082"

This is a multi-part message in MIME format.

--------------4974C4D99088AFDB0984E082

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

LSU would appreciate any comments that you might have on this

situation.

--------------4974C4D99088AFDB0984E082

Content-Type: message/rfc822

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Content-Disposition: inline

Return-Path: <owner-safety@LIST.UVM.EDU>

Received: from LSUVM (NJE origin SMTP@LSUVM) by LSUVM.SNCC.LSU.EDU (LMail

          V1.2c/1.8c) with BSMTP id 8905; Sat, 26 Sep 1998 07:49:16 -0500

Received: from listserv.lsu.edu by LSUVM.SNCC.LSU.EDU (IBM VM SMTP V2R2)

   with TCP; Sat, 26 Sep 98 07:49:15 CDT

Received: from its1.ocs.lsu.edu by listserv.lsu.edu (AIX 4.1/UCB 5.64/4.03)

          id AA31642; Sat, 26 Sep 1998 07:44:04 -0500

Received: from LIST.UVM.EDU by LIST.UVM.EDU (LISTSERV-TCP/IP release 1.8c) with

          spool id 7644 for SAFETY@LIST.UVM.EDU; Fri, 25 Sep 1998 20:16:02 -0400

Received: from smtpgate.uvm.edu (smtpgate.uvm.edu [132.198.101.121]) by

          list.uvm.edu (AIX4.2/UCB 8.7/8.7) with SMTP id UAA23532 for

          <SAFETY@LIST.UVM.EDU>; Fri, 25 Sep 1998 20:13:49 -0400 (EDT)

Received: from list.uvm.edu (132.198.101.67) by smtpgate.uvm.edu (LSMTP for

          Windows NT v1.1a) with SMTP id <0.EE350960@smtpgate.uvm.edu>; Fri, 25

          Sep 1998 20:13:16 -0400

Approved-By: approval@ESF.UVM.EDU

Received: from unix1.sncc.lsu.edu (unix1.sncc.lsu.edu [130.39.129.86]) by

          list.uvm.edu (AIX4.2/UCB 8.7/8.7) with SMTP id RAA16478 for

          <SAFETY@LIST.UVM.EDU>; Fri, 25 Sep 1998 17:55:42 -0400 (EDT)

Received: from pubsaf51.ops.lsu.edu by unix1.sncc.lsu.edu (AIX 3.2/UCB

          5.64/4.03) id AA08124; Fri, 25 Sep 1998 16:56:58 -0500

X-Mailer: Mozilla 4.04 [en] (Win95; I)

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Message-Id:  <360C101C.76DD0B35@lsuvm.sncc.lsu.edu>

Date:         Fri, 25 Sep 1998 16:50:20 -0500

Reply-To: Safety <SAFETY@LIST.UVM.EDU>

Sender: Safety <SAFETY@LIST.UVM.EDU>

From: Mike Durham <mdurham@LSUVM.SNCC.LSU.EDU>

Subject:      Biosafety Level III Labs

To: SAFETY@LIST.UVM.EDU

We have a new biosafety level 3 lab which has the autoclave in the wall that

separates the lab from a corridor.  Normally it would be between the lab and the

anteroom (clean room).  Is this OK? I assume that the autoclave has a suitable

barrier that is interlocked with the opening to the corridor. Email me privately

if you wish to have more information or to save space on the list.

Mike Durham

LSU

mdurham@lsuvm.sncc.lsu.edu

--------------4974C4D99088AFDB0984E082--
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Date:         Mon, 28 Sep 1998 18:49:07 PDT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         JIM REIMAN <JREIMAN-LSAFETY@WORLDNET.ATT.NET>

Subject:      bl-3 fire safety

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="ISO-8859-1"; X-MAPIextension=".TXT"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

This is an interesting issue. The trouble w/ a co2 deluge system is that =

the zone becomes untennable for humans after the co2 dump. This would hav=

e been a perfect application of a Halon extinguishment system and may sti=

ll be.  6-12 gallons/ minute from a h2o sprinkler system is a lot of liqu=

id to have to decon.

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 29 Sep 1998 11:10:41 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Lindsey Kayman <kayman@UMDNJ.EDU>

Subject:      NIH Lab Design guidelines

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Hello Biosafetynetters!

For the past few days I tried to access the NIH Lab Design Guidelines at

http://ATHENA.OD.NIH.GOV/.  It seems that they are no longer posted.  Do

any of you know what has happened to them?   Are they being updated?  Are

they available at a new address?

Thanks very much.

Lindsey Kayman

UMDNJ

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 29 Sep 1998 13:02:09 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Joseph P. Kozlovac" <jkozlovac@MAIL.NCIFCRF.GOV>

Subject:      Re: NIH Lab Design guidelines

In-Reply-To:  <3.0.1.32.19980929111041.009506c0@rwja.umdnj.edu>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Lindsey

Try this web address

http://des.od.nih.gov/nihpol.htm

At 11:10 29.9.1998 -0400, you wrote:

>Hello Biosafetynetters!

>

>For the past few days I tried to access the NIH Lab Design Guidelines at

>http://ATHENA.OD.NIH.GOV/.  It seems that they are no longer posted.  Do

>any of you know what has happened to them?   Are they being updated?  Are

>they available at a new address?

>

>Thanks very much.

>

>Lindsey Kayman

>UMDNJ

>

>

______________________________________________________________________________

Biological Safety Officer

Safety and Environmental Protection Program

NCI - Frederick Cancer Research

and Development Center

(301)846-1451 fax: (301)846-6619

email: jkozlovac@mail.ncifcrf.gov

______________________________________________________________________________

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 29 Sep 1998 12:54:02 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         John Keene <jkeene@EROLS.COM>

Subject:      Re: NIH Lab Design guidelines

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=ISO-8859-1

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Check NIH.GOV and then go to office of the director and then to Division of

Engineering Services  That should get you there.

John H. Keene Dr. P.H.

Biohaztec Associates, Inc

Midlothian, Va

jkeene@erols.com

----------

> From: Lindsey Kayman <kayman@UMDNJ.EDU>

> To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject: NIH Lab Design guidelines

> Date: Tuesday, September 29, 1998 11:10 AM

>

> Hello Biosafetynetters!

>

> For the past few days I tried to access the NIH Lab Design Guidelines at

> http://ATHENA.OD.NIH.GOV/.  It seems that they are no longer posted.  Do

> any of you know what has happened to them?   Are they being updated?  Are

> they available at a new address?

>

> Thanks very much.

>

> Lindsey Kayman

> UMDNJ

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 29 Sep 1998 11:52:24 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Michael R. Betlach" <MBetlach@PROMEGA.COM>

Subject:      Re: NIH Lab Design Guidelines

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

On 9/29/98 Lindsey sent:

>For the past few days I tried to access the NIH Lab Design Guidelines

at

>http://ATHENA.OD.NIH.GOV/.  It seems that they are no longer posted.

Do

>any of you know what has happened to them?   Are they being updated?

Are

>they available at a new address?

>

>Thanks very much.

>

>Lindsey Kayman

>UMDNJ

I believe the guidelines you are looking for can be found through the

Office of the Director and the NIH Search Engine. Most appear to be in

pdf format for Adobe Acrobat. A list with download capabilities can be

obtained by entering Laboratory Design into the search engine located

at:

http://search.info.nih.gov/

Michael Betlach

Biosafety Officer

Promega Corp.

Madison, WI 53711

mbetlach@promega.com
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We have a new biosafety level 3 lab which has the autoclave in the

wall that separates the lab from a corridor.  Normally it would be

between the lab and the anteroom (clean room).  Is this OK? I assume

that the autoclave has a suitable barrier that is interlocked with the

opening to the corridor. Email me privately if you wish to have more

information or to save space on the list.

Mike Durham

LSU

mdurham@lsuvm.sncc.lsu.edu
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>

>For the past few days I tried to access the NIH Lab Design Guidelines at

>http://ATHENA.OD.NIH.GOV/.  It seems that they are no longer posted.  Do

>any of you know what has happened to them?   Are they being updated?  Are

>they available at a new address?

Try the Americal Biological Safety Association home page at

http://www.orcbs.msu.edu/absa/

Then click on "Biosafety resources"and then click on "Biosafety Laboratory

Guidelines".

OR you can go directly by pointing to:

http://www.orcbs.msu.edu/absa/resource/Guides.html

Ninni Jacob

Radiation and Biological Safety Officer

Office of Risk Management

Brown University - Box 1914

164 Angell Street

Providence, RI 02912

Tel:401 863 1738 (direct)

    401 863 3353 (main)

Fax:401 863 7676

email: Ninni_Jacob@brown.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 29 Sep 1998 13:35:05 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Alfred L. 'Al' Jin" <e442242@POPEYE.LLNL.GOV>

Subject:      Re: Fire Safety/BL-3 Lab

In-Reply-To:  <0EZZ00LFTW5XAA@Post-Office.UH.EDU>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Tim,

In regard the use of a CO2 fire suppression system, If you do decide to

install one, you must also install an oxygen deficiency alarm system to

alert occupants to the dangers that an oxygen deficiency environment exist.

This may also be applicable if you are using large amounts of liquid

nitrogen. Liquid nitrogen has an expansion ratio of 700:1 when it converts

from a liquid to a gas. Both situations will displace oxygen and will

result in a IDLH (immediate danger to life and health) situation. Need I

say more, contact your local IH for more information regarding calculating

O2 concentrations after a dump.

In closing, oxygen sensor cells will need to be replaced every few

years.The cost (approx $150 - $300 each) is an added expense that the

research must accept as maintenance for the facility.

Al Jin, BSO, IH, CBSP, MS, CM(AAM), M(ASCP),

Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, Livermore, CA,

925 423-7385,

E-mail:Jin2@llnl.gov

>At  8:38 AM 9/28/98 -0400, Paul Rubock wrote:

>>We are in the design phase for a BL-3 facility: three small rooms, each

>>with a BSC and incubator off of

>>> larger common equipment area.  We plan to sprinkler (water) the area

>>and are looking for

>>protocols

>>> to address disposal of the water if and when the sprinkler should be

>>activated.

>

>This doesn't directly answer your question, but...why not spec a CO2

>extinguishment system and thereby engineer out the disposal issues?  Given

>the superior integrity of a BSL-3 room envelope, this seems like an ideal

>application for CO2.

>

>USPS:  Tim Ryan - CIH, CSP, RBP

>       Director - Environmental & Physical Safety Department

>       University of Houston System : University of Houston

>       EPSD-1852

>       University of Houston

>       Houston, TX 77204-1852

>

>Voice: (713) 743-5858          FAX:    (713) 743-5859

>

>E-mail: tryan@uh.edu

>

>URL--> http://www.uh.edu/admin/epsd/index.html

>

>

>

>                         ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

>                         No fear = No brain

>

>                         No regrets = No life
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MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

In recent postings, there have been references to 70% ethanol for

disinfection. The concentration is often assumed to be 70% by volume in

water.

In their book, Introduction to Sterilization, Disinfection and Infection

Control (Second edition. Churchill Livingstone), Gardner and Peel recommend

70% by weight (approx. 80% by volume) to ensure that the concentration of

alcohol is neither too high nor too low for effective bactericidal action.

They note that Price recommended 70% ethyl alcohol by weight for skin

disinfection and Archer recommended 80% by volume.

Price PB 1939 Ethyl alcohol as a germicide. Archives of Surgery 38: 528-542.

Archer GTL 1945 Bactericidal effect of mixtures of ethyl alcohol and water.

British Medical Journal 2: 148-151.

Peter  Le Blanc Smith

Biocontainment Microbiologist

Australian Animal Health Laboratory

Private Mail Bag 24

Geelong    Vic    3220

Australia

http://www.ah.csiro.au

Ph:  (03)  5227 5451

Int: +61 3 5227 5451

Fax: (03)  5227 5555

Int: +61 3 5227 5555

E-mail address. Peter.Le.Blanc.Smith@dah.csiro.au
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Subject:      Re: NIH Lab Design guidelines

In-Reply-To:  <3.0.1.32.19980929111041.009506c0@rwja.umdnj.edu>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Try the Americal Biological Safety Association home page at

http://www.orcbs.msu.edu/absa/

Then click on "Biosafety resources" and then click on "Biosafety Laboratory

Guidelines".

OR you can go directly by pointing to:

http://www.orcbs.msu.edu/absa/resource/Guides.html

Ninni Jacob

Radiation and Biological Safety Officer

Office of Risk Management

Brown University - Box 1914

164 Angell Street

Providence, RI 02912

Tel:401 863 1738 (direct)

    401 863 3353 (main)

Fax:401 863 7676

email: Ninni_Jacob@brown.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 1 Oct 1998 10:47:53 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Brenda Wong <bwong@UCSD.EDU>

Subject:      Interactive Biohazard Registration Forms

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Is there anyone out there in Biosafty land that has their Biohaz.

Registation Forms (for agents, rDNA, human/primate tissues, etc.) in an

interactive Web format (real time) ?  If so, I'd love to talk to you

(preferably before 4:00 pm Pacific time today, if possible).

Some of the things I am interested in are:

- What limitations did you encounter?

- When you download, is it in text format or do you populate a database?

- What kind of information are you tracking?

- What kind of feedback did you get from your population using it?

Thanks so much for your help and attention.

Brenda J. Wong

Biosafety Officer

Univ. of California, San Diego

Env. Health & Safety

9500 Gilman Drive

La Jolla, CA.  92093-0920

**************************

ph   619  534-6059

FAX  619  534-7982

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

bwong@ucsd.edu
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IMMEDIATE JOB OPPORTUNITY

BIOSAFETY OFFICER

Chiron, a world leading biotechnology company located in Emeryville on the

San

Francisco Bay, is seeking a Biosafety Officer to be responsible for the

administration, management and oversight of Chiron s Biological Safety

Program

to ensure employee safety and facility/environmental containment

requirements.

This will include training/ consulting on and reviewing physical/biological

containment issues, maintaining all related records/documentation, supporting

other industrial hygiene and safety programs and serving as on-call member of

our HazMat team.  Requires a graduate degree in Microbiology, Molecular/Cell

Biology or equivalent with relevant training and professional experience

overseeing occupational and public health functions in a work environment.

High

level expertise in the areas of infectious disease, gene vectors and delivery

systems, and recombinant technologies, familiarity with molecular/cell

biology

techniques and laboratory-based assays and equipment a must.  Strong

program management skills, computer proficiency and knowledge of relevant

regulations (NIH, CDC, OSHA, etc) essential.  Please send resume to: Chiron

Corporation, Job Code:  3560, Human Resources, 4560 Horton Street,

Emeryville, CA  94608. EOE.  www.chiron.com

IMMEDIATE JOB OPPORTUNITY

RADIATION SAFETY OFFICER

Chiron, a world leading biotechnology company conveniently located in

Emeryville on the San Francisco Bay, is seeking a Radiation Safety Officer to

oversee all Radiation Safety Program Services, including the direct

administration of Chiron s radionuclide inventory, dosimetry and bioassay

programs.  Will also train/consult on proper work practices and radioactive

waste

management activities, provide support to general industrial hygiene and

safety

programs, and serve as an on-call member of our HazMat team.  Ideal candidate

will have an MS in Health Physics with an undergraduate education in the

biological sciences and direct work experience in life sciences research.

Thorough understanding of health physics and prior radiation safety program

management and administration experience are required.  Knowledge of

regulatory regulations (NRC, DHS, etc.) and familiarity with the use of

radionuclides in laboratory-based assays common to molecular/cell biology

research required.  A CHP credential or interest in certification

preferred.  Strong

communication skills, proven program management abilities, and computer

literacy a must.  Please send your resume to: Chiron Corporation, Job Code:

3437, Human Resources, 4560 Horton Street, Emeryville, CA  94608. EOE.

www.chiron.com.

Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

Biosafty List Owner

rfink@mit.edu
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MEMO

This is to inform you that on the ICGEB Biosafety WebPages is

now available, with   free access, an updated scientific

bibliographic database on "Biosafety and risk assessment for

the environmental release of genetically modified organisms

(GMOs)".

The database is  monthly updated and contains, to date, more

than 1700 scientific articles (full reference + abstract),

published on international scientific journals since 1990,

selected and classified by ICGEB scientists for the main

"topics of concern"  for  the environmental release of GMOs.

Comments and suggestions will be welcome.

ICGEB Biosafety WebPages:

http://www.icgeb.trieste.it/biosafety/

Giovanni Ferraiolo

ICGEB Biosafety

_____________________________________________________________

This message is to keep you updated with the news concerning

the ICGEB Biosafety WebPages and  the activity of the Centre

in this issue.

If you DO NOT want to receive further messages, just REPLY

typing "unsubscribe" in the "Subject" field and your name

will be automatically deleted from the mailing list. ICGEB

apologizes for any inconvenience due to undesired posting.

_____________________________________________________________

ICGEB: Biosafety since 1987

1987 - The ICGEB is established as a Centre of Excellence "to

promote the safe use of biotechnology world-wide and with

special regard to the needs of developing countries". Pending

the entry in force of the statutes the Centre starts

operating as a special project of the United Nations

Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO).

1991 - Active participation in the elaboration of the

Voluntary Code of Conduct for the Release of Genetically

Modified Organisms into the Environment (UNIDO / WHO /UNEP /

FAO Informal Working Group on Biosafety)

1992 - Annual workshops on "Biosafety and Risk Assessment for

the Release of Genetically Modified Organisms" attended, to

date, from over 400 scientists involved in biosafety issues

in more than 40 different countries.

1995 - Collaboration to the establishment of BINAS: a

Biosafety Information Network and Advisory Service with the

objective to monitor global developments in regulatory issues

in biotechnology developed by UNIDO.

1998 - ICGEB Biosafety WebPages: totally dedicated to

"Biosafety & Risk Assessment for the environmental release of

genetically modified organisms (GMOs)"

1998 - ICGEB database on biosafety studies: an updated

scientific bibliographic database containing  more than 1700

scientific articles (full reference + abstract), published on

international scientific journals since 1990, and selected

from ICGEB scientists.

--

_________________________________________________________________

Giovanni Ferraiolo - ICGEB Biosafety

biosafe@icgeb.trieste.it   http://www.icgeb.trieste.it/biosafety/

International Centre for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology

Area Science Park, Padriciano 99  I-34012 Trieste (Italy)

Tel: +39 (0) 40 3757364 - Fax: +39 (0) 40 3757363

_________________________________________________________________
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Well, we don't have a place selected yet but it will be by the time ABSA

rolls around.  So, what I need is a head count of who is coming so Brenda

and Betsy can make reservations.  The dinner will be October 26 (Monday),

time TBA.  Please RSVP to me (rfink@mit.edu)

Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

Biosafty List Owner

rfink@mit.edu
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Greetings.If you are involved with human gene therapy any information you

may share with me would be appreciated.

1.Since we are leaving the bench in the lab and moving to the hospital with

patients,how does your IBC interact with the institutional review

board,infection control committee,hospital safety offs.,and pharmacy(when

drugs are also used)?

2.Do you use a special registration form for gene therapy protocols or your

std.rDNA form?

3.What is your administrative flow?Where does the investigator go

first,IBC--IRB------??

4.What is your process for protocol

preparation,notification,review,approval and monitoring?

5.What type of monitoring do you do in patient area and who does

it,BSO,hosp.saf.off.or ??

6.Do you have an institutional policy or SOP for gene therapy?

     You may E-mail me direct or share with the bio.net if others are

interested,or mail it to me at the address below.Thanks alot.jq

John Q. Lowry

Director

Haz.Mat.Mngt.

350 Cooper Dr.

Lex.Ky.40546-0490

606-323-6280
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I am wondering what various companies and institutions are recommending for

disposable gloves for work with human blood and body fluids.

   Is anyone requiring use of gloves that have passed ASTM testing?  If so,

   which tests do you require?  Do you require use of gloves with certain

   defect ratios or AQLs?

   Have you instituted no latex, non-powdered latex, or low protein latex

   requirements?

   Do you allow your employees to wear any latex, nitrile or PVC disposable

   gloves?

   Or, are there other combinations of the above?

Thanks for any and all responses.

Pamela Hubley, CIH, CSP

Health and Safety Engineer

Millipore Corp.

Bedford, MA

EMAIL: pamela_hubley@millipore.com
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This may have been asked before, but would anyone on the West Coast be

interested in discussing earthquake preparedness for laboratories?

We are starting with prioritizing which equipment needs what type of seismic

restraints, but we need to determine common practice regarding other labs on

earthquake faults. If this is too specfic for general discussion, I can be

e-mailed directly. Many thanks!

Sandra C. Fry

Biosafety Officer

BC Centre for Disease Control,

655 W. 12th Avenue

Vancouver, BC V5Z 4R4

phone: (604) 660 6167

pager: (604) 893 5737

fax:   (604) 660 6073
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Sandra, we have tried many different types of restraints on laboratory

equipment, ranging from Velcro straps and blocks, to rubberized mats, to

cables with Unistrut. Which method you use is dependent on such factors as

need for portability, cleanliness, chemical resistance, cost, etc.

Restraints designed for computer equipment often work well with laboratory

analytical equipment. Don't forget also the need to deal with gas cylinders

and chemicals.

Feel free to call me at 650-852-1173 for a more wide-ranging discussion of

this rather large question.

Jerry Haag

SafeBridge Consultants, Inc.

Palo Alto, CA

> -----Original Message-----

> From: Sandra Fry [SMTP:sandra.fry@BCCDC.HNET.BC.CA]

> Sent: Friday, October 02, 1998 2:37 PM

> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:      seismic restraints

>

> This may have been asked before, but would anyone on the West Coast be

> interested in discussing earthquake preparedness for laboratories?

> We are starting with prioritizing which equipment needs what type of

> seismic

> restraints, but we need to determine common practice regarding other labs

> on

> earthquake faults. If this is too specfic for general discussion, I can be

> e-mailed directly. Many thanks!

>

> Sandra C. Fry

> Biosafety Officer

> BC Centre for Disease Control,

> 655 W. 12th Avenue

> Vancouver, BC V5Z 4R4

> phone: (604) 660 6167

> pager: (604) 893 5737

> fax:   (604) 660 6073
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Richard Fink wrote:

>

> Well, we don't have a place selected yet but it will be by the time ABSA

> rolls around.  So, what I need is a head count of who is coming so Brenda

> and Betsy can make reservations.  The dinner will be October 26 (Monday),

> time TBA.  Please RSVP to me (rfink@mit.edu)

>

> Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

> Biosafty List Owner

> rfink@mit.eduI plan on being at the dinner.

Paul W. Tranchell

Bristol-Myers Squibb Co.
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Janet Hindler spoke on the subject of earthquate preparedness in a clinical

lab at an ASM workshop.  She is as Sr. Technical Specialist at UCLA Med Ctr,

10833 Le Conte Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90095-1713 tel 310-794-2763, FAX

310-794-2765, e-mail Jhindler@ucla.edu. Hope this helps.Diane.

Diane O. Fleming, Ph.D.

Biosafety Consultant

15611 Plumwood Court

Bowie, MD 20716-1434

Tel 301-249-3951

FAX 301-239-8837

email Dimerck@aol.com
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Even though British law and practice are different, it would be useful to

know how things are done the other side of the pond. Please send at least a

summary to the list.

Thank you

Stuart

Dr Stuart Thompson

Health & Safety Services

University of Manchester

Waterloo Place

182/184 Oxford Road

Manchester M13 9PG

tel: +44 (0)161 275 5069

fax: +44 (0)161 275 6989

> -----Original Message-----

> From: A Biosafety Discussion List [mailto:BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU]On

> Behalf Of John Lowry

> Sent: Friday, October 02, 1998 3:20 PM

> To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject: Gene Therapy

>

>

> Greetings.If you are involved with human gene therapy any information you

> may share with me would be appreciated
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Sandra,

I am not on the west coast, but am sitting on the New Madrid fault

here in the West Tennessee area.  We are in the planning stages of

constucting a BSL 3 environment and would love to see what you guys

are doing where the earthquakes occur more often.

Thanks in advance

Bob Byington

Laboratory Safety Specialist

Environmental Health and Safety

111 Brister Tower

The University of Memphis

Memphis, TN  38152-6191

(901) 678-4672   fax (901) 678-4673
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I'm in the process of developing the first University-wide contract for

biosafety cabinet certification that we've ever had; so far all we've

decided is that we want only NSF accredited technicians certifying our

units. Does anyone have an example of a contract they've written that

they're willing to share?

Many TIA,

Robin

W. Robert Newberry, IV CIH, CHMM

Director, Environmental Health and Safety

Clemson University

wnewber@clemson.edu  ehs@clemson.edu

http://ehs.clemson.edu/
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Francis Churchill <fchurchi@ESF.UVM.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Biosafety Cabinet certification

In-Reply-To:  <v04011707b23eaef4cd6e@[130.127.39.54]>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Robin,

I'm not sure if this is what you're looking for, it's the bid we used in

1996 to choose our contractor.  It bacame the contract whenthe bid was

awarded.

Hope it helps,

Francis

*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*

UVM Biosafety Cabinet Repair and Inspection

Request For Proposal

Project Scope

The University of Vermont (UVM) is requesting proposals for the annual

inspection and certification, and on-going maintenance of its biosafety

cabinets and related devices.  There are approximately 140 such devices

located in 10 buildings on our main campus and 3 additional buildings

within 5 miles of the main campus.

All testing, repairs, installations and other work must comply with:

- National Sanitation Foundation's (NSF) Standard #49, including Annexes A - I.

- Guidelines of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and

the National Institutes of Health (NIH) published in Biosafety in

Microbiological and Biomedical Laboratories,

- and all other applicable federal, state and local regulations.

All work is to be performed only by the contracted vendor's employees

holding an NSF Class II Cabinet Field Certifier Accreditation.  The vendor

shall maintain training documentation of its employees as well as copies of

any applicable permits, which must be available for review upon request by

the University.

The vendor must conduct a medical monitoring program, along with

appropriate vaccinations, of its employees.  This program (not the

individual's results) must also be available for review upon request by the

University.

Project Intent

The University requests a one year contract with an option to extend for a

maximum of three years.  The contract can be cancelled by either party at

any time with a 30 day prior notice.

Project Specification

Proposals should include a cost breakdown for the following tasks.  Cost

breakdowns should include all labor, travel, per diem expenses, and

certification costs.

I. Each spring the contracted vender will inspect and certify all of UVM's

approximately 140 biosafety devices, including:

        - 98 biosafety cabinets (classes IA, IIA, IIB1, IIB2, and IIB3),

                two of these are in biosafety level 3 facilities.

        - 31 Clean Benches,

        - 9 Animal storage racks,

        - 1 Class 1 dumping station.

The following tests related to containment will be performed on each device:

        1.  Downflow velocity,

        2.  Inflow velocity,

        3.  Airflow smoke patterns,

        4.  HEPA filter leak test,

        5.  Cabinet leak test (for any cabinets that are newly installed,

recently moved or that have had panels removed for maintenance purposes),

        6.  Ultraviolet light intensity, when appropriate,

        7.  Electrical leakage, ground circuit resistance and polarity tests.

                        $___________

The following tests related to worker comfort and safety will be performed

on an as needed basis:

        1.  Lighting intensity test     $___________

        2.  Vibration test      $___________

        3.  Noise level test    $___________

All test procedures must conform to NSF standard 49 Annex F

II. Some cabinets may need repairs in order to pass the inspection.  The

vendor must be able to complete many of these repairs while on site.

        Decontamination and Neutralization      $___________

        Labor (per hour)        $___________

        Additional costs (parts, transportation, etc)   $___________

III. During the year the contracted vendor will need to respond to specific

problems that occur with the biosafety cabinets.  This response time needs

to be less than 2 weeks.

        Diagnosis       $___________

        Decontamination / Neutralization        $___________

        18" x 48" x 6" HEPA filters     $___________

        12" x 18" x 12" HEPA filters    $___________

        Labor (based on 1 hour) $___________

        Testing & Certification $___________

        Additional Costs        $___________

Please send this to the following:

Nick Flynn

B & V Testing, Inc

212 Calvary Street

Waltham, MA 02154

(617) 891-9081

Michael Hebdon

Microbial Assessment Associates

1 Kendall Square, Suite 251, PO Box 9171

Cambridge, MA  02139

(617) 621-7095

Stephen O'Neil

Scientific Air Analysis

47 Fatima Drive

Ashland, MA 01721

800-287-5252 or 508-881-7100

Steve Feinstein

Medical Repair Labs

141 Linden Avenue

Westbury, NY 11590

(800) 292-5255

Ron Bolesta / Christopher Rozanski      Corporate Offices

ENV Services, Inc.      ENV Services, Inc.

1016 West 8th Ave       42 Berkley Ave.

King of Prussia, PA  19406      Cononia, NJ  07067

800 345-6094    800 345-6094

Jim Flannery    Corporate Offices

Consolidated Safety Services, Inc.      Consolidated Safety Services, Inc.

234 Egypt Road  4031 University Drive, Suite 400

Norristown, PA  19403   Fairfax, VA  22030

(800) 298-0808  (800) 888-4612

*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&&***&*&*&*&*

Alcohol and calculus don't mix.  Never drink and derive.

Francis Churchill, IHIT

University of Vermont - Environmental Safety Facility

655D Spear Street, Burlington, VT  05405-3010

(802) 656-5405

fchurchi@zoo.uvm.edu
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Date:         Tue, 6 Oct 1998 15:28:31 EST

Reply-To:     speaker@ehs.psu.edu

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Curt Speaker <speaker@SAFETY-1.SAFETY.PSU.EDU>

Organization: University Safety - Penn State Univ

Subject:      Biosafety Considerations in Field Research

For the group:

Our UBC is grappling with concerns regarding biohazards in field

research.  These are not planned releases of genetically-modified

organisms (which would be easy compared to this):  the group is

concerned with potential exposures to employees who are conducting

work in the field.  This work is not on the pathogen per se, but

comes about as a result of being out of the lab and in the great

outdoors.

In one instance, a faculty member wants to dive in a foreign lake

which contains a known human parasite.  If that were not bad enough,

the faculty member wants to take along a graduate student to assist.

Our Biosafety Committee decided that the faculty member could go

(since they are an employee and are covered under Workman's

Compensation Insurance) while the grad student could not (because our

Risk Management Office cannot tell us with any certainty that they

would be covered under Workman's Comp).

Other reseach potentially effected includes studies of bats in caves

(potential rabies exposure), exposure to ticks (and potentially Lyme

Disease) in forestry reseach, and catching and trapping of wild

rodents for various physiological measurements (and potential

exposure to hantavirus, etc.)

I am just curious how other Universities are dealing with these

issues.  Many biosafety committees deal solely in the "in vitro"

world of the laboratory, with some "in vivo" work when pathogens in

animals are considered.  (A few) faculty have argued that our UBC has

no jurisdiction in matters of field research - However the committees

charge is to "ensure the proper handling, use and disposal of

biohazards...in University research".

Your thoughts and comments would be most appreciated.

Thanks

Curt Speaker

Curt Speaker

Biosafety Officer

Penn State University

Environmental Health and Safety

speaker@ehs.psu.edu

http://www.ehs.psu.edu

^...^

(O_O)
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Date:         Wed, 7 Oct 1998 08:27:07 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Biosafety Listserve Notice

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Date: Tue, 06 Oct 1998 16:36:50 -0400

From: "Dawnn M. Johnson"

Subject: Biosafety Listserve Notice

To: biosafty-request@mitvma.mit.edu

Reply-To: "Dawnn M. Johnson"

Dear Richard:

Can you please post the following notice to the biosafety listserv.

Thanks, Dawnn

LS&EM '99

Call for Papers NOW AVAILABLE!

    The sixth annual Laboratory Safety & Environmental Management (LS&EM)

conference will be held July 26-29, 1999 at the Four Seasons Hotel in

Philadelphia, PA.  If you would like to present a paper, visit our web site

at

<http://www.prizim-inc.com/LSEMconference.htm>www.prizim-inc.com/LSEMconfere

nce.htm (just click on "LS&EM '99 Info" from the Table of Contents) to

access a copy of the '99 Call for Papers.

Don't wait--make plans NOW to be a part of this great educational experience!

<<<<

Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

Biosafty List Owner

rfink@mit.edu
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Date:         Fri, 9 Oct 1998 09:53:56 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard&Barbara Price <asa@IME.NET>

Subject:      Proceedings for Cleanroom Conference

In-Reply-To:  <199810081045.GAA05197@ime.net>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Can anyone give me information on where I can obtain a copy of the October

1998 Penwell "Cleanroom Conference"?

Thanks

Don't forget to send your completed Who's Who in to ASA

_________________________________________________

Richard and Barbara Price ....... Applied Science & Analysis, ASA Inc.

PO Box 17533 ....... Portland, ME 04112-8533  ...............   USA

phone: 207-829-6376 .............................  fax: 207-829-3040

asa@ime.net    .............................     http://www.asanltr.com

________________________________________________
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Date:         Fri, 9 Oct 1998 09:50:51 +0000

Reply-To:     rbyingtn@memphis.edu

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Comments:     Authenticated sender is <rbyingtn@latte.memphis.edu>

From:         Bob Byington <rbyingtn@LATTE.MEMPHIS.EDU>

Subject:      Biosafety Conferences

MIME-version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

Just wanted to put some feelers out to the list.  I started in this

position at The University of Memphis this past June.  One of my main

responsibilities is to start up a comprehensive campus-wide Biosafety

program.  We are also in the planning stages of new biology &

chemistry buildings, as well as a new annex to our microbiology

department including a BSL 3 research facility.  Any comments, quips,

suggestions would be appreciated.

I am also looking around for some really good biosafety conferences

to attend.  I am aware of the upcoming ABSA conference in Lake Buena

Vista, Fl; but if anyone out there knows of any others please reply

to the list.

Thanks in advance,

Bob Byington

Laboratory Safety Specialist

Environmental Health and Safety

111 Brister Tower

The University of Memphis

Memphis, TN  38152-6191

(901) 678-4672   fax (901) 678-4673

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 12 Oct 1998 13:36:26 +0200

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Didier Breyer <dbreyer@SBB.IHE.BE>

Subject:      Re: Biosafety Conferences

In-Reply-To:  <01J2RGT00SYA9GVK25@LATTE.MEMPHIS.EDU>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

>I am also looking around for some really good biosafety conferences

>to attend.  I am aware of the upcoming ABSA conference in Lake Buena

>Vista, Fl; but if anyone out there knows of any others please reply

>to the list.

>

>Thanks in advance,

>Bob Byington

>Laboratory Safety Specialist

>Environmental Health and Safety

>111 Brister Tower

>The University of Memphis

>Memphis, TN  38152-6191

>(901) 678-4672   fax (901) 678-4673

For a non-exhaustive list of biosafety events, have a look at:

http://biosafety.ihe.be/Menu/Events.html

Regards.

Didier Breyer

******************************************************

* Belgian Biosafety Advisory Council                 *

* Service of Biosafety and Biotechnology             *

* Institute of Public Health - Louis Pasteur         *

* Rue Juliette Wytsmanstraat, 14                     *

* B-1050 Brussels BELGIUM                            *

* Ph: 322-6425293 Fx: 322-6425292                    *

* Email: dbreyer@sbb.ihe.be, helpsbb@sbb.ihe.be      *

* Belgian Biosafety Server: http://biosafety.ihe.be/ *

******************************************************
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Date:         Tue, 13 Oct 1998 16:00:07 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Biosafty Annual Dinner

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

The dinner will be held on Oct. 26, at Planet Hollywood (a very short

stroll from the conference hotel).  It is a fixed price meal consisting of:

Salad, choice of: grilled ranch chicken (tough roping those babies); St.

Louis ribs; Penne chicken & broccoli,  Dessert (tiramisu cheesecake) and

unlimited soft drinks, ice tea, coffee.  The price is $22.00 per person and

includes tax and tip.

There is still time to RSVP (really upto the AM of the 26th).

Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

Biosafty List Owner

rfink@mit.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 13 Oct 1998 16:53:02 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Ninni Jacob <Ninni_Jacob@BROWN.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Biosafty Annual Dinner

In-Reply-To:  <3.0.2.32.19981013160007.01299e50@hesiod>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Dear Mr. Fink:

I am new to this LISTSERVER, and new to Biosafety.I am planning to attend

the conference.

I notice that there is a reception for 1998 ABSA memebers from 6 to 7 pm on

Oct 26th. So, is this dinner after that reception. If so, i would like to

come for the dinner.

Thanks.

Ninni

Ninni Jacob

Radiation and Biological Safety Officer

Office of Risk Management

Brown University - Box 1914

164 Angell Street

Providence, RI 02912

Tel:401 863 1738 (direct)

    401 863 3353 (main)

Fax:401 863 7676

email: Ninni_Jacob@brown.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 19 Oct 1998 09:42:45 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Sarah E Palmer <spalmer@U.ARIZONA.EDU>

Subject:      bulk scintillation waste

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

Dear Biosafety Netters:

I am looking for information and institutional policies on deactivating

bulk scintillation waste that may also contain a microbial pathogen.  Our

researchers use a broad spectrum of scintillation cocktails ranging from

toluene based solutions to biodegradable solutions making it difficult to

provide safe recommendations.  Thanks in advance for suggestions.

Sincerely,

Sarah Palmer

Sarah  Palmer

Institutional Biosafety Committee

University of Arizona

PO BOX 210106

Tucson AZ 85721-0106

spalmer@U.Arizona.EDU

ph. 520 621-5279

fax 520 621-6159

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 19 Oct 1998 14:53:03 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Robin Newberry <wnewber@CLEMSON.EDU>

Subject:      Opportunistic organisms

In-Reply-To:  <199808191507.LAA31416@pilot022.cl.msu.edu>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

One of our faculty members has expresses concern about what organisms are

potentially unsafe for immune compromised students to be exposed to;

specifically, undergrads doing research with "benign" organisms. Does

anyone have or know of a list of BSL 1 or 2 agents which may be hazardous

to the immune compromised?

Many TIA,

Robin

W. Robert Newberry, IV CIH, CHMM

Director, Environmental Health and Safety

Clemson University

wnewber@clemson.edu  ehs@clemson.edu

http://ehs.clemson.edu/

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 19 Oct 1998 14:07:49 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "LouAnn C. Burnett" <lburnett@UIUC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Opportunistic organisms

In-Reply-To:  <v04011707b2513a2084cd@[130.127.39.54]>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

At 02:53 PM 10/19/98 -0400, Robin Newberry wrote:

> (snip) Does

>anyone have or know of a list of BSL 1 or 2 agents which may be hazardous

>to the immune compromised?

Robin,

I've been using the 1997 USPHS/IDSA Guidelines for the Prevention of

Opportunistic Infections in Persons Infected with Human Immunodeficiency

Virus [MMWR RR-12, June 27, 1997, Volume 46], as a starting point in

addressing this issue.  I don't recall a 1998 update to this, but there

might be one.  You should be able to find this at:

http://www.cdc.gov/epo/mmwr/mmwr.html.

Hope this helps!

LouAnn

-------------------------------------------------------------------

LouAnn C. Burnett

Assistant Director, Environmental Health & Safety

Biological Safety Section

Division of Environmental Health & Safety

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

217-244-7362 (office)     217-244-6594 (fax)

--------------------------------------------------------------------

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 19 Oct 1998 15:51:22 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: bulk scintillation waste

In-Reply-To:  <Pine.HPX.4.02.9810190939420.7625-100000@pavo.U.Arizona.EDU>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

A few questions may be in order here.

What is the scintillation fluid?

Is the chemical component something you normaly dispose of by burning?

Is the organism probably alive?

Does your chemical disposer care?

This is a mixed waste.  Evaluate the threats.  The more likely threat is

chemical.  In which case check with your chemical broker to see if they

will take the waste as is(Many do).  Have it burned.

Bob

>Dear Biosafety Netters:

>I am looking for information and institutional policies on deactivating

>bulk scintillation waste that may also contain a microbial pathogen.  Our

>researchers use a broad spectrum of scintillation cocktails ranging from

>toluene based solutions to biodegradable solutions making it difficult to

>provide safe recommendations.  Thanks in advance for suggestions.

>

>Sincerely,

>

>Sarah Palmer

>

>

>Sarah  Palmer

>Institutional Biosafety Committee

>University of Arizona

>PO BOX 210106

>Tucson AZ 85721-0106

>

>spalmer@U.Arizona.EDU

>ph. 520 621-5279

>fax 520 621-6159

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety
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Date:         Mon, 19 Oct 1998 16:32:50 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Nicole Bernholc <bernholc@MAIL.SEP.BNL.GOV>

Subject:      Re: Opportunistic organisms

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Am I inocent or can any organism be potentially compromising for a

compromised individual?

Isn't it a matter of if their system isn't balanced to ward off infection,

normal organisms in their own system can be hard to tolerate?

At 02:53 PM 10/19/98 -0400, you wrote:

>One of our faculty members has expresses concern about what organisms are

>potentially unsafe for immune compromised students to be exposed to;

>specifically, undergrads doing research with "benign" organisms. Does

>anyone have or know of a list of BSL 1 or 2 agents which may be hazardous

>to the immune compromised?

>

>Many TIA,

>

>Robin

>

>W. Robert Newberry, IV CIH, CHMM

>Director, Environmental Health and Safety

>Clemson University

>

>wnewber@clemson.edu  ehs@clemson.edu

>http://ehs.clemson.edu/

>

>
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Date:         Mon, 19 Oct 1998 13:40:46 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Course Announcement...

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

>X-Warning: mitvma.mit.edu: Host cliff.uottawa.ca claimed to be

cliff.uottawa.ca

>Date: Mon, 19 Oct 1998 09:56:21 -0400

>From: Jason Tetro <jtetro@cyberus.ca>

>Reply-To: jtetro@cyberus.ca

>X-Mailer: Mozilla 4.05 [en] (Win95; I)

>To: "BIOSAFTY-request@MITVMA.MIT.EDU" <BIOSAFTY-request@mitvma.mit.edu>

>Cc: "jtetro@cyberus.ca" <jtetro@cyberus.ca>

>Subject: Course Announcement...

>

>Dear Biosafety-Request Moderator:

>

>In June of 1999, the Centre for Research on Environmental Microbiology

>willbe holding the 2nd annual Biosafety in the Laboratory:  Principles

>and

>Practices course.

>

>As per this year for the inaugural offering of this course, we would

>request that the following announcement be placed on the listserv.

>

>10-11 June, 1999

>Biosafety in the Laboratory:  Principles and Practices

>Ottawa, Ontario

>Contact: Dr. Syed Sattar, Director, Centre for Research on Environmental

>

>Microbiology (CREM)

>Faculty of Medicine, University of Ottawa, Ottawa, Ontario, K1H 8M5

>Phone: (613) 562-5800 ext. 8314

>Fax: (613) 562-5452

>Email: crem@uottawa.ca

>WWW:

>http://www.uottawa.ca/academic/med/microbio/bmi/biohaz/biohazcoursehome.htm

>

>With regards....

>

>

>

>--

>Jason Tetro, B.Sc.

>Executive Assistant, Centre for Research on Environmental Microbiology

>University of Ottawa

>jtetro@cyberus.ca

>Phone: (613) 562-5800 x 8314

>Address:  Room 4119, 451 Smyth Rd.

>          University of Ottawa

>          Ottawa, Ontario, Canada

>          K1H 8M5

>

>

>

Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

Assoc. Biosafety Officer

Mass. Inst. of Tech.

617-258-5647

rfink@mit.edu
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Date:         Mon, 19 Oct 1998 11:49:48 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      EPA Offers Assistance to Small Laboratories!

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

>>>>

X-Comment: mitvma.mit.edu: Mail was sent by pm05sm.pmm.mci.net

Date: Thu, 15 Oct 1998 17:53:58 -0400

From: "Dawnn M. Johnson"

Subject: EPA Offers Assistance to Small Laboratories!

To: SAFETY@LIST.UVM.EDU, LAB-XL@LIST.UVM.EDU, biosafty-request@mitvma.mit.edu

Reply-To: "Dawnn M. Johnson"

X-Mailer: Microsoft Outlook Express 4.72.2106.4

X-Msmail-Priority: Normal

X-Mimeole: Produced By Microsoft MimeOLE V4.72.2106.4

PRESS RELEASE:

EPA OFFERS ASSISTANCE TO SMALL LABORATORIES

EPA&rsquo;s Office of Small Business Ombudsman (OSBO) has published the

long awaited "Environmental Management Guide for Small Laboratories."  With

over 30,000 laboratories nationwide, EPA believes this document will meet a

large unmet need to address unique environmental issues associated with labs.

Small labs are found in academia, hospitals, water and waste water

treatment plants, and as testing, quality control, or research and

development functions in manufacturing and government organizations.  Given

their wide scope, most communities have a surprising number of labs.  This

is the first comprehensive EPA document addressing lab operations.

Labs are unique because, unlike manufacturing operations, labs typically

handle a large variety of chemicals but in small quantities.  Labs may also

handle radioactive or biologically active substances which raise additional

environmental concerns.

The Guide offers critical regulatory and technical information on key

environmental program improvement areas primarily related to chemical

handling.  These key areas are management systems, air pollution, water

pollution, waste management, and pollution prevention.  For each of these

key areas, the Guide includes a self-assessment checklist.  The Guide also

provides an overview of relevant environmental management areas, specific

pollution prevention opportunities, and a long list of relevant references

for those who want more information.

At 54 pages, the Guide is designed to be a "must have" source of

information on environmental management at small labs.  Many larger labs

will find it useful as well.  To get a free copy, contact the OSBO Hotline

by calling 1-800-368-5888.  Ask for the document by its title or number

(EPA 233-B-98-001).

For additional information contact Frank J. Priznar at (301) 840-9316.

<<<<

Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

Biosafty List Owner

rfink@mit.edu
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Francis Churchill <fchurchi@ESF.UVM.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Opportunistic organisms

In-Reply-To:  <v04011707b2513a2084cd@[130.127.39.54]>
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We have researchers working with Listeria sp, Toxoplasma sp, and

Cytomegalovirus.  All of these (correct PLEASE if I'm wrong) are safe to

work with UNLESS a person is pregnant.  There are of course other versions

of compromised immune sustems, but this one seems to hit home.

Francis

Alcohol and calculus don't mix.  Never drink and derive.

Francis Churchill, IHIT

University of Vermont - Environmental Safety Facility

655D Spear Street, Burlington, VT  05405-3010

(802) 656-5405

fchurchi@zoo.uvm.edu
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Reply-To:     Karen=B.=Byers%SS%DFCI@EYE.DFCI.HARVARD.EDU

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Karen B. Byers" <Karen=B.=Byers%SS%DFCI@EYE.DFCI.HARVARD.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Opportunistic organisms
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The three organisms listed all require Biosafety Level 2 practices.

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 20 Oct 1998 17:18:03 -0400
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Biosafty Dinner
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For those of you still thinking of coming to the Biosafty Dinner, an exact

headcount is required by the restaurant Friday morning.  That is THIS

Friday.  You can RSVP to me (rfink@mit.edu) OR see Betsy Gilman at the

Buena Vista Hotel (she will be arriving Thursday).  Sorry, no last minute

joining.

Sorry for not letting you all know sooner, but I just got my computer back

up after two hellish days.

Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

Biosafty List Owner

rfink@mit.edu
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From:         Lois Sowden-Plunkett <lsowden@UOTTAWA.CA>

Subject:      biosafety inspection /y2K
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Just thought I would test the water and ask for feedback and hopefully

examples of biosafety inspections or survey questionaires. The University of

Ottawa has a very active medical faculty and a number of  associated

research institutes. In Canada the main source of guidance in regards to

biohazards is the federal department of Health Canada; which issues a

Laboratory Biosafety Guide. This is an excellent source of information in

addition to their MSDS's of infectious agents. Rather then starting at

square one and referencing these documents and others (US included) to

create an inspection questionairre I was hoping some one else may be willing

to share theirs. I would be interested in identifying issues relating to

engineering controls, administrative controls, practices and procedures,

personal protective equipment, inventory control,training/experience

recieved in or brought to the lab etc. Monitoring performance in other areas

are often easier as one may detect poor practices by monitoring for the

presence of the substance or detecting associated damage. As you are well

aware biohazardous material presents in own unique challenges. I am open to

any suggestions or experiences.

I would also appreciate any personnal experience with identifying equipment

which is used with biohazardous material which may be impacted by the Y2K.

Although computer programs are not involved in the running of most

equipment, the question has arisen as to the possibility of hidden chips

which may have a date element incorporated into them. Any ideas?

Thanks in advance,  Lois

**************************************

Lois Sowden-Plunkett

Head, Radiation and Biosafety

Environmental Health and Safety Service

University of Ottawa

P.O.Box 450, Station A

Ottawa, ON. K1N-6N5

tel. (613)562-5800 ext. 3058

fax. (613)562-5112

email. lsowden@uottawa.ca
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Madeline J. Dalrymple" <Dalrympl@UWYO.EDU>

Subject:      Re: biosafety inspection /y2K

MIME-version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain

        In our lab inspection program we now ask PI's to review their own

equipment for YK2 compliance.  We suggest they look for equipment that have

a computerize date capability or are linked to other computers.

> Madeline Dalrymple

> Biological Safety Officer, Environmental Health and Safety

> University of Wyoming, Laramie, WY 82071

> 307-766-2723 (fax 307-766-5678)

> email:  dalrympl@uwyo.edu

> http://safety.uwyo.edu/ehs/
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Last Call
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As there have been a bunch of new subscribers, I will repeat the Biosafty

Dinner Notice.  For all those who have seen this before, hit the delete

button.

Coming up is the 4th Annual Biosafty Dinner where you can meet in person

the email addresses you have seen.  The dinner is held during the ABSA

(American Biosafety Association) conference which is in Orlando, FL from

10/25 to 10/28.  The dinner is on Monday 10/26.  Why at ABSA - because

about 10% of the Biosafty subscribers attend this conference (more then any

other that I know of).  So if you are interested, want more info or which

to RSVP (required as the restaurant requires an exact headcount by tomorrow

morning), email ME at rfink@mit.edu (DO NOT EMAIL to the list).

Thanks.

Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

Biosafty List Owner

rfink@mit.edu
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "DEANNA S. ROBBINS" <DROBBINS@UMARYLAND.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Last Call

Richard: Please count me in for dinner Monday evening. So many of you have

been tremendously helpful, and I WOULD like to connect the face with the

voice and/or e-mail! I am staying at the Buena Vista.  Thanks for your

message! -Deanna

-----Original Message-----

From:   Richard Fink [SMTP:rfink@MIT.EDU]

Sent:   Thursday, October 22, 1998 10:01 AM

To:     BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject:        Last Call

As there have been a bunch of new subscribers, I will repeat the Biosafty

Dinner Notice.  For all those who have seen this before, hit the delete

button.

Coming up is the 4th Annual Biosafty Dinner where you can meet in person

the email addresses you have seen.  The dinner is held during the ABSA

(American Biosafety Association) conference which is in Orlando, FL from

10/25 to 10/28.  The dinner is on Monday 10/26.  Why at ABSA - because

about 10% of the Biosafty subscribers attend this conference (more then any

other that I know of).  So if you are interested, want more info or which

to RSVP (required as the restaurant requires an exact headcount by tomorrow

morning), email ME at rfink@mit.edu (DO NOT EMAIL to the list).

Thanks.

Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

Biosafty List Owner

rfink@mit.edu
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Robin Newberry <wnewber@CLEMSON.EDU>

Subject:      Help with protocol
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I volunteered (more like I was volunteered) to write a "small animal and

bird trapping" biosafety protocol for our researchers and students

performing field work which involves trapping and handling small animals

and birds. Anyone have or know of such a protocol that I can use as a

template?

Many TIA,

Robin

W. Robert Newberry, IV CIH, CHMM

Director, Environmental Health and Safety

Clemson University

wnewber@clemson.edu  ehs@clemson.edu

http://ehs.clemson.edu/
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From:         Robin Newberry <wnewber@CLEMSON.EDU>

Subject:      Opportunistic Organisms
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Here's the list of supposedly BSL1 opportunistic organisms which I

developed for researchers/students who may be immunocompromised. I'd like

comments, as I'm sure I've:

A) Duplicated stuff already classed as BSL2 or above; or,

B) missed something important

Actinomyces spp.

Aerococcus spp.

Ancyclostoma duodenale

Angiostrongylus cantonensis

Arcanobacterium haemolyticum (formerly Corynebacterium haemolyticum, which

is BSL2)

Ascaris spp.

Aspergillus spp.

Bacillus cereus

Bacteriodes spp.

Balantidium coli

Borrelia burgdorferi

Branhamella catarrhalis

Brugia spp.

California serogroup

Candida spp.

Capnocytophaga spp.

Citrobacter spp.

Clonorchis sinensis

Colorado tick fever virus

Corynebacterium pseudotuberculosis

Coxiella burnetii

Creutzfeldt-Jakob agent (Kuru agent)

Cryptosporidium parvum

Echinococcus granulosus

Echinococcus multilocularis

Enterobacter spp.

Enterovirus 70

Epidermophyton floccosum, Microsporum spp.

Trichophyton spp.

Epstein-Barr virus

Fasciola hepatica

Fusobacterium spp.

Gemella haemolysans

Giardia lamblia

Histoplasma capsulatum

Human coronavirus

Human papillomavirus

Human rotavirus

Human T-lymphotrophic virus

Klebsiella spp.

Lactobacillus spp.

Micrococcus spp.

Mycoplasma pneumoniae

Naegleria fowleri

Necator americanus

Neisseria spp. (other than N. gonorrhoeae and N. meningitidis)

Nocardia spp.

Norwalk virus

Onchocerca volvulus

Opisthorchis spp.

Parvovirus B19

Peptococcus spp.

Peptostreptococcus spp.

Plesiomonas shigelloides

Pneumocystis carinii

Powassan encephalitis virus

Proteus spp.

Pseudomonas spp. (other than P. mallei, P. pseudomallei)

Rhodococcus equi (formerly Corynebacterium equi)

Rhinovirus

Schistosoma spp.

Scrapie agent

Serratia spp.

Sporothrix schenckii

Staphylococcus aureus

Streptococcus agalactiae

Streptococcus faecalis

Streptococcus salivarius

Taenia saginata

Taenia solium

Toxocara cati

Trichinella spp.

Trichomonas vaginalis

Trichuris trichiura

Trypanosoma brucei

Ureaplasma urealyticum

Vibrio parahaemolyticus

Whadaya think?

Robin

W. Robert Newberry, IV CIH, CHMM

Director, Environmental Health and Safety

Clemson University

wnewber@clemson.edu  ehs@clemson.edu

http://ehs.clemson.edu/

--============_-1303036938==_ma============
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Here's the list of supposedly BSL1 opportunistic organisms which I

developed for researchers/students who may be immunocompromised. I'd

like comments, as I'm sure I've:

A) Duplicated stuff already classed as BSL2 or above; or,

B) missed something important

Actinomyces spp.

Aerococcus spp.

Ancyclostoma duodenale

Angiostrongylus cantonensis

Arcanobacterium haemolyticum (formerly Corynebacterium haemolyticum,

which is BSL2)

Ascaris spp.

Aspergillus spp.

Bacillus cereus

Bacteriodes spp.

Balantidium coli

Borrelia burgdorferi

Branhamella catarrhalis

Brugia spp.

California serogroup

Candida spp.

Capnocytophaga spp.

Citrobacter spp.

Clonorchis sinensis

Colorado tick fever virus

Corynebacterium pseudotuberculosis

Coxiella burnetii

Creutzfeldt-Jakob agent (Kuru agent)

Cryptosporidium parvum

Echinococcus granulosus

Echinococcus multilocularis

Enterobacter spp.

Enterovirus 70

Epidermophyton floccosum, Microsporum spp.

Trichophyton spp.

Epstein-Barr virus

Fasciola hepatica

Fusobacterium spp.

Gemella haemolysans

Giardia lamblia

Histoplasma capsulatum

Human coronavirus

Human papillomavirus

Human rotavirus

Human T-lymphotrophic virus

Klebsiella spp.

Lactobacillus spp.

Micrococcus spp.

Mycoplasma pneumoniae

Naegleria fowleri

Necator americanus

Neisseria spp. (other than N. gonorrhoeae and N. meningitidis)

Nocardia spp.

Norwalk virus

Onchocerca volvulus

Opisthorchis spp.

Parvovirus B19

Peptococcus spp.

Peptostreptococcus spp.

Plesiomonas shigelloides

Pneumocystis carinii

Powassan encephalitis virus

Proteus spp.

Pseudomonas spp. (other than P. mallei, P. pseudomallei)

Rhodococcus equi (formerly Corynebacterium equi)

Rhinovirus

Schistosoma spp.

Scrapie agent

Serratia spp.

Sporothrix schenckii

Staphylococcus aureus

Streptococcus agalactiae

Streptococcus faecalis

Streptococcus salivarius

Taenia saginata

Taenia solium

Toxocara cati

Trichinella spp.

Trichomonas vaginalis

Trichuris trichiura

Trypanosoma brucei

Ureaplasma urealyticum

Vibrio parahaemolyticus

Whadaya think?

Robin

W. Robert Newberry, IV CIH, CHMM

Director, Environmental Health and Safety

Clemson University

wnewber@clemson.edu  ehs@clemson.edu

http://ehs.clemson.edu/

--============_-1303036938==_ma============--
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Roberto Aguilar Machado Santos Silva <rsilva@CNPSA.EMBRAPA.BR>

Organization: Embrapa - Suinos e Aves

Subject:      Protocols for Viral and Bacterial Research Labs
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Dear Colleagues,

We are organizing the biosafety protocols for our Research Center.

We develop researches on Mycobacterium avium, Salmonella, E. coli,

Streptococcus and Influenza.  We are very interested to improve good

conditions of biosafety.

Best wishes,

Roberto Aguilar M. S. Silva

Laboratory of Animal Health

EMBRAPA/CNPSA(Swine and Poultry National Research Center)

BR 153, km 110

Vila Tamandua,

CEP 89.700-000

 Concordia, SC,

Brazil
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Roberto Aguilar Machado Santos Silva <rsilva@CNPSA.EMBRAPA.BR>

Organization: Embrapa - Suinos e Aves

Subject:      Could you help us??
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Dear Colleagues,

"Coul you help us send us protocols on this issue??"

We are organizing the biosafety protocols for our Research Center.

We develop researches on Mycobacterium avium, Salmonella, E. coli,

Streptococcus and Influenza.  We are very interested to improve good

conditions of biosafety.

Best wishes,

Roberto Aguilar M. S. Silva

Laboratory of Animal Health

EMBRAPA/CNPSA(Swine and Poultry National Research Center)

BR 153, km 110

Vila Tamandua,

CEP 89.700-000

 Concordia, SC,

Brazil
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Reply-To:     rbyingtn@memphis.edu

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Comments:     Authenticated sender is <rbyingtn@latte.memphis.edu>

From:         Bob Byington <rbyingtn@LATTE.MEMPHIS.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Help with protocol
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No protocols here from my end, but there is a website of IACUC

resources where you might be able to gleen some information.

Try this:      <a href="http://www.iacuc.org"> </a>

Hope this helps,

Bob Byington

Laboratory Safety Specialist

Environmental Health and Safety

111 Brister Tower

The University of Memphis

Memphis, TN  38152-6191

(901) 678-4672   fax (901) 678-4673

email to: rbyingtn@memphis.edu
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Janice Flesher <fleshejk@UMDNJ.EDU>

Subject:      protocol for mold
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I am looking for a protocol for microbial sampling for mold in an office or

lab environment.  Can someone please direct me to such a protocol?  Thanks!

Janice Flesher, MS

Principal Industrial Hygienist

EOHSS - UMDNJ

732-235-8497 phone

732-235-8499 fax
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         James Scott <JSCOTT@BOTANY.UTORONTO.CA>

Organization: University of Toronto Botany

Subject:      Re: mold sampling protocol

Try the recent AIHA publication "Field Guide for the Determination of

Biological Contaminants in Environmental Samples", available through

the AIHA website.  At least this should provide a good starting place.

James

--

     James Scott -- Department of Botany, University of Toronto

          25 Willcocks Street, Toronto ON  M5S 3B2  CANADA

         Tel: +1 416 978-5563 /-3543   Fax: +1 416 978-5878

Fungal ecology/taxonomy, medical mycology, biodeterioration, IAQ, OH&S
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Alfred L. 'Al' Jin" <e442242@POPEYE.LLNL.GOV>

Subject:      Re: mold sampling protocol

In-Reply-To:  <AF9BBF592F@server.botany.utoronto.ca>
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Janice Flesher, James Scott & Fellow Colleagues

The AIHA publication mentioned below is a good start. I would like to also

recommend the new 1998 (or 1999) ACGIH "Guidelines for the Assessment of

Bioaerosols in the Indoor Environment" as another document to eventually

add to your reference collection. I say 1998 or 1999 because it is

currently not available and I am told that it will be available at the end

of the year. You can call ACGIH at 513 742-2020 to back order your copy or

wait until its available. The cost is about $89 plus shipping.& tax.

Besides sampling for viable particulates, I would like to also recommned

looking into testing for non-viable particulates. The AIHA publication

(Chapter 6) discusses it in more depth but as they say there are high tech,

low tech and no tech methods in collecting samples. You can decide to use

cellophane tape, burkhard spore traps, or the Air-O-Cell by Zefon. Which

ever method you use, the information will be of some value. Non-vialble

particulate air sampling has always be neglected in the past and now should

be given some consideration when it comes to IAQ problems.

In closing, I hope this helps. If you like to discuss this issue further,

you can call or QM me at my office below.

Al Jin, BSO, IH, CBSP, MS, CM(AAM), M(ASCP),

Hazards Control Department

Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, Livermore, CA,

925 423-7385,

E-mail:Jin2@llnl.gov

PS.  If this sampling stuff is too overwhelming, you can also call in the

CONSULTANTS to do the work. It may be cheaper and easier.

AJ

>Try the recent AIHA publication "Field Guide for the Determination of

>Biological Contaminants in Environmental Samples", available through

>the AIHA website.  At least this should provide a good starting place.

>

>James

>--

>     James Scott -- Department of Botany, University of Toronto

>          25 Willcocks Street, Toronto ON  M5S 3B2  CANADA

>         Tel: +1 416 978-5563 /-3543   Fax: +1 416 978-5878

>Fungal ecology/taxonomy, medical mycology, biodeterioration, IAQ, OH&S
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         James Scott <jscott@BOTANY.UTORONTO.CA>

Organization: University of Toronto Botany

Subject:      Re: mold sampling protocol

In-Reply-To:  <v03130303b25bacf146be@[128.115.59.50]>
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The total particulate sampling method that we have been using

commonly is a modification of the NIOSH 7400 method for asbestos by

PCM.  Following sampling, we flash vaporize acetone on the MCEMs,

mount them for microscopy in a selective stain for fungal

cell walls (e.g. lactophenol cotton blue or lactofuchsin), and

examine them using standard light microscopy.  NIOSH used 37 mm MCEMs

during the "Cleveland" investigation.  We have found that this method

works quite well for fungi that have sufficiently distinctive spores

(e.g. Stachybotrys).  The LOD is reasonable if you sample about 1000

L of air, and 25 mm MCEMs in the conductive cassette work great.  I

don't know about this Zefon method, but do find that most hygiene

types already have the necessary equipment and disposibles to sample

on MCEMs.  The only restriction in the use of this kind of method is

in finding a lab with suitable expertise in the analysis, which

requires fairly broad mycological skill rather than standard practice

environmental microbiology.

James

--

     James Scott -- Department of Botany, University of Toronto

          25 Willcocks Street, Toronto ON  M5S 3B2  CANADA

         Tel: +1 416 978-5563 /-3543   Fax: +1 416 978-5878

Fungal ecology/taxonomy, medical mycology, biodeterioration, IAQ,OH&S

> Janice Flesher, James Scott & Fellow Colleagues

>

> The AIHA publication mentioned below is a good start. I would like to also

> recommend the new 1998 (or 1999) ACGIH "Guidelines for the Assessment of

> Bioaerosols in the Indoor Environment" as another document to eventually

> add to your reference collection. I say 1998 or 1999 because it is

> currently not available and I am told that it will be available at the end

> of the year. You can call ACGIH at 513 742-2020 to back order your copy or

> wait until its available. The cost is about $89 plus shipping.& tax.

>

> Besides sampling for viable particulates, I would like to also recommned

> looking into testing for non-viable particulates. The AIHA publication

> (Chapter 6) discusses it in more depth but as they say there are high tech,

> low tech and no tech methods in collecting samples. You can decide to use

> cellophane tape, burkhard spore traps, or the Air-O-Cell by Zefon. Which

> ever method you use, the information will be of some value. Non-vialble

> particulate air sampling has always be neglected in the past and now should

> be given some consideration when it comes to IAQ problems.

>

> In closing, I hope this helps. If you like to discuss this issue further,

> you can call or QM me at my office below.

>

>

>

>

> Al Jin, BSO, IH, CBSP, MS, CM(AAM), M(ASCP),

> Hazards Control Department

> Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, Livermore, CA,

> 925 423-7385,

> E-mail:Jin2@llnl.gov

>

>

> PS.  If this sampling stuff is too overwhelming, you can also call in the

> CONSULTANTS to do the work. It may be cheaper and easier.

>

> AJ

>

>

>

>

>

> >Try the recent AIHA publication "Field Guide for the Determination of

> >Biological Contaminants in Environmental Samples", available through

> >the AIHA website.  At least this should provide a good starting place.

> >

> >James

>
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Pierre Robillard MD <PRobilla@SANTEPUB-MTL.QC.CA>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

De :  Pierre Robillard@SSSS le 10/28/98 08:39 AM

Pour :    BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

cc :

Objet :

unsubscribe biosafety list

Pierre Robillard MD

Montreal Public Health Department

1301 Sherbrooke street, east

Montreal, Qc, Canada, H2L 1M3

tel.: 514-528-2400 ext. 3245

fax:  514-528-2459

email: probilla@santepub-mtl.qc.ca

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 28 Oct 1998 09:50:38 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

In-Reply-To:  <852566AB.004B10F3.00@tc00tecpro00009.ssss.gouv.qc.ca>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

At 08:39 AM 10/28/98 -0500, you wrote:

>De :  Pierre Robillard@SSSS le 10/28/98 08:39 AM

>

>

>Pour :    BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>cc :

>Objet :

>

>unsubscribe biosafety list

>

>Pierre Robillard MD

>

>

Please send all listserv commands to the listserv: listserv@mitvma.mit.edu

Thank you,

Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

Biosafty List Owner

rfink@mit.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 2 Nov 1998 09:28:11 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Ninni Jacob <Ninni_Jacob@BROWN.EDU>

Subject:      IBC Meeting Frequency

In-Reply-To:  <01BDFDA8.1F4831C0.DROBBINS@UMARYLAND.EDU>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Dear colleagues:

How often does the IBC (Biosafety Committee) meet at your institution?

Are there any requirements (or guidelines) for frequncy of meeting?

Thanks.

Ninni

Ninni Jacob

Radiation and Biological Safety Officer

Office of Risk Management

Brown University - Box 1914

164 Angell Street

Providence, RI 02912

Tel:401 863 1738 (direct)

    401 863 3353 (main)

Fax:401 863 7676

email: Ninni_Jacob@brown.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 2 Nov 1998 10:15:50 EST

Reply-To:     Karen=B.=Byers%SS%DFCI@EYE.DFCI.HARVARD.EDU

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Karen B. Byers" <Karen=B.=Byers%SS%DFCI@EYE.DFCI.HARVARD.EDU>

Subject:      Re: IBC Meeting Frequency

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

When I started as Biosafety Officer at Dana-Farber Cancer Institute in

Boston, the IBC was scheduled to meet monthly. I found that cumbersome, both

from the point of view of assembling a meeting package (getting written

reviews back, getting research on the issues, even having any new subjects to

discuss). It was also difficult to get a quorum sometimes; faculty and

community members have a lot of committments.

Our IBC discussed it and decided on a system of quarterly meetings, in which

all new novel host-vector-donor system would be reviewed, and copies of all

protocols reviewed administratively would be provided to verify that

established criteria for administrative review were met.   This allows the

routine program to run smoothly, avoids needless delays for routine

protocols,  and still provides the program with the scientific review and

advice that only the IBC expertise can provide.  This has worked well for us

and there are no attendance problems, since we hammer out new policy at

almost every meeting. Twice in the past 9 years we have added a fifth

meeting, when human gene therapy review deadlines required it; other than

that, we have stayed with the quarterly format.

I would advise meeting often enough so that your IBC can work as a group, but

not so often that they are bored because there are only a few BSL1, non-

controversial experiments to discuss. Hope this helps!

karen_byers@dfci.harvard.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 2 Nov 1998 10:58:52 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Esmeralda Party <partye@ROCKVAX.ROCKEFELLER.EDU>

Subject:      Re: IBC Meeting Frequency

In-Reply-To:  <3.0.5.32.19981102092811.007d3540@postoffice.brown.edu>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

At 09:28 AM 11/2/1998 -0500, you wrote:

>Dear colleagues:

>How often does the IBC (Biosafety Committee) meet at your institution?

>Are there any requirements (or guidelines) for frequncy of meeting?

>

>Thanks.

>Ninni

Ninni,

We do most of our business through the mail.  The protocols are circulated

to the membership and a form is included for each member to return with the

approval, disapproval, comments or a request for a meeting.  This way we

can take care of the protocols when they come and are not constrained to a

schedule.  It has worked well for us.

Esmeralda

********************************************

Esmeralda Party

Assistant Director

Biological & Radiation Safety Officer

The Rockefeller University

Laboratory Safety & Environmental Health

1230 York Avenue

New York, NY 10021

Phone: (212) 327-8324

Fax: (212) 327-8340

E-Mail: partye@rockvax.rockefeller.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 2 Nov 1998 10:10:32 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Michele Crase <E00MMC1@WPO.CSO.NIU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: IBC Meeting Frequency

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

Our meetings are usually done once a semester.  The meeting usually takes =

all afternoon, but the researchers prefer to do one long one than several =

shorter ones.  There is considerable pressure on professors to be members =

of various committees.  I'm not saying it's good or bad, it just takes =

time to make the various commitments.

Michele

********************************

Michele Crase CLS (ASCP), RBP

Biosafety Specialist

Environmental Health and Safety

Northern Illinois University

DeKalb IL 60115

mcrase@niu.edu

815.753.9251

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 2 Nov 1998 08:46:16 -0800

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Funk, Glenn" <GLENNF@EHSMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: IBC Meeting Frequency

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Ninni -

Our IBC at UC San Francisco meets monthly eleven times per year - we

usually skip the August meeting because of faculty/staff vacations.  At

each meeting, we process around a dozen applications, all at least BSL2.

I work with each PI before formal submittal of the application to ensure

the greatest chance of full approval.  Committee members are sent the

application packages a week ahead of the meeting, and each meeting takes

two hours or less.  We have a "subcommittee" mechanism for expedited

processing of applications when necessary to meet submittal deadlines,

etc.  We have no firm requirement for meeting frequency and could change

from monthly if we wished, but the current system seems to work well for

us.

It was a pleasure meeting you at the ABSA meeting.

-- Glenn

-----------------------------------------------

Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D., CBSP

Biosafety Officer

U.C. San Francisco

415-476-2097   fax 415-476-0581

glennf@ehsmail.ucsf.edu

-----Original Message-----

From: Ninni Jacob [mailto:Ninni_Jacob@BROWN.EDU]

Sent: Monday, November 02, 1998 6:28 AM

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject: IBC Meeting Frequency

Dear colleagues:

How often does the IBC (Biosafety Committee) meet at your institution?

Are there any requirements (or guidelines) for frequncy of meeting?

Thanks.

Ninni

Ninni Jacob

Radiation and Biological Safety Officer

Office of Risk Management

Brown University - Box 1914

164 Angell Street

Providence, RI 02912

Tel:401 863 1738 (direct)

    401 863 3353 (main)

Fax:401 863 7676

email: Ninni_Jacob@brown.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 2 Nov 1998 10:35:33 -0800

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "David H. Silberman" <davidhs@LELAND.STANFORD.EDU>

Subject:      Re: IBC Meeting Frequency

In-Reply-To:  <3.0.5.32.19981102092811.007d3540@postoffice.brown.edu>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/enriched; charset="us-ascii"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

<bold>At Stanford</bold>:

The<italic> charge</italic> to our Biosafety Committee calls for it to

meet as necessary to conduct its business but no less than bi-monthly.=20

Generally,

<fontfamily><param>Times</param><bigger><bigger>it</bigger></bigger></fontfa=

mily>

meets monthly (with one month off in the summer).  Occasionally, if

there are no protocols or only one or two that can be deferred without

jeopardizing funding or experimental time frames, a meeting will be

canceled.  We also discuss regulatory, operational and strategic items

at most of our meetings. =20

>Dear colleagues:

>How often does the IBC (Biosafety Committee) meet at your

institution?

>Are there any requirements (or guidelines) for frequncy of meeting?

>

>Thanks.

>Ninni

>Ninni Jacob

>Radiation and Biological Safety Officer

>Office of Risk Management

>Brown University - Box 1914

>164 Angell Street

>Providence, RI 02912

>

>Tel:401 863 1738 (direct)

>    401 863 3353 (main)

>Fax:401 863 7676

>

>email: Ninni_Jacob@brown.edu

**************************************

David H. Silberman

Director, Health and Safety Programs

Stanford University School of Medicine

Medical School Office Building, X-111

Mail Code: 5460

Stanford, California 94305

Phone: 650/723-6336

=46AX:   650/725-7878

http://www-med.stanford.edu/school/HS/

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 2 Nov 1998 14:07:17 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Tom Sawicki <tsawicki@ARS.USDA.GOV>

Subject:      bulk scintillation waste -Reply

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Sarah, if you hadn't solved this one, please give me a phone call at

516-323-2500, Extension 204.  We went through a big project with mixed

waste and cocktail.

Thomas Sawicki, Safety Officer

USDA Plum Island Animal Disease Center

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 3 Nov 1998 09:10:33 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: IBC Meeting Frequency

In-Reply-To:  <3.0.5.32.19981102092811.007d3540@postoffice.brown.edu>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Ninni,

M.I.T.'s IBC meets quarterly.

>

Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

Assoc. Biosafety Officer

Mass. Inst. of Tech.

617-258-5647

rfink@mit.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 3 Nov 1998 09:02:28 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Judy Pointer <jpointer@NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: IBC Meeting Frequency

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

At MDA we meet monthly, 12 times per year.  We review on average 22

registration documents per month.  We review, rDNA, microbiological agents

& certain chemical agents.  We do not review human trials that contain

chemical agents (inject into patients), but do review rDNA and/or microbial

agents used in human trials.  Most of the registration docs in in the last

2 or 3 years have been rDNA/microbiol, about 5% of these are human trials.

The reg docs (hard copies) are circulated prior to the meeting.  The cut

off for review is 2 weeks b/f the meeting and the agenda arrives by e-mail

one week b/f the meeting.  We have 2 standing subcommittees, and after

members review the hard copies, their concerns and comments are e-mailed to

the subcommittee chairs - who present at the meeting.   The Biosafety Ofc.

reviews all the documents for facilities/safety equipment and inspects

areas if necessary then reports to the sub-chairs and/or at the meeting.

We paper review BL1 agents and discuss BL2 or higher rDNA and microbial.

We do not classify chemical agents by BL.  Our meetings last about 3 hours.

Our meetings also include accident reports and reports of the Biosafety

Officer or ad hoc committees as needed.

Judy Pointer, MS, CBSP

EH&S

UT MD Anderson Cancer Center

jpointer@mdanderson.org

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 3 Nov 1998 09:59:12 -0800

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Wolz, Sarah" <swolz@PATHOGENESIS.COM>

Subject:      Shipping BL2 Bugs to UK

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

We need to send a few strains of P. aeruginosa to Scotland to a contract QC

lab.  How can I find out if the recipient needs any sort of importation

permit for these organisms?

Thanks!

Sarah Wolz

EH&S Manager

PathoGenesis Corp.

Seattle, WA

206-505-6953

swolz@pathogenesis.com

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 3 Nov 1998 10:25:21 -0800

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Funk, Glenn" <GLENNF@EHSMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Shipping BL2 Bugs to UK

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Sarah --

Your major concern is whether the sender needs an export license from

the Bureau of Export Administration of the Dept. of Commerce.  In this

case, I thinks it's highly unlikely but I usually call my local BXA

representative and ask, just to make sure.  You can call Laverne Smith,

Director of the Export Counseling Division in Washington, D.C. at

202-482-4811, Michael Hoffman, Director of the Western Regional office

in Los Angeles at 714-660-0144, or Jo Allyn Scott of the Northern

California Branch in San Jose at 408-998-7402.  There may also be a

Washington Branch but I don't have the number.  The recipient in

Scotland should be responsible for obtaining any UK importation permits

required.  I usually suggest that the sender advise the recipient to

obtain these permits well in advance of making the shipment and to send

or fax a copy of the permit to the sender so it can be included with the

package.

-- Glenn

-----------------------------------------------

Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D., CBSP

Biosafety Officer

U.C. San Francisco

415-476-2097   fax 415-476-0581

glennf@ehsmail.ucsf.edu

-----Original Message-----

From: Wolz, Sarah [mailto:swolz@PATHOGENESIS.COM]

Sent: Tuesday, November 03, 1998 9:59 AM

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject: Shipping BL2 Bugs to UK

We need to send a few strains of P. aeruginosa to Scotland to a contract

QC

lab.  How can I find out if the recipient needs any sort of importation

permit for these organisms?

Thanks!

Sarah Wolz

EH&S Manager

PathoGenesis Corp.

Seattle, WA

206-505-6953

swolz@pathogenesis.com

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 3 Nov 1998 13:40:12 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Don Callihan <Don_Callihan@MS.BD.COM>

Subject:      Re: Shipping BL2 Bugs to UK

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Don Callihan@BDX

11/03/98 01:40 PM

You would need to check with the Scottish equivalent of CDC to find out

what their importation restrictions are.

Don Callihan

Donald R. Callihan, Ph.D., D(ABMM)

Becton Dickinson Microbiology Systems

MSC-982

P.O. Box 999

Sparks, MD 21152-0999

Phone: 410.773.6684

Fax: 410.773.6446

e-mail: Don_Callihan@ms.bd.com

swolz@PATHOGENESIS.COM on 11/03/98 12:59:12 PM

Please respond to BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

cc:    (bcc: Don Callihan/USAMD/BDX)

Subject:  Shipping BL2 Bugs to UK

We need to send a few strains of P. aeruginosa to Scotland to a contract QC

lab.  How can I find out if the recipient needs any sort of importation

permit for these organisms?

Thanks!

Sarah Wolz

EH&S Manager

PathoGenesis Corp.

Seattle, WA

206-505-6953

swolz@pathogenesis.com

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 3 Nov 1998 17:03:57 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Joseph P. Kozlovac" <jkozlovac@MAIL.NCIFCRF.GOV>

Subject:      Joint project review by Safety groups and Quality

              Assurance/Control Groups.

In-Reply-To:  <3.0.2.32.19981102105852.0072894c@rockvax.rockefeller.edu>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Hello All,

I have a request to all the Biopharm and Medical Products members of the

list.  Does your organization have  formalized procedures, criteria and

standardized documentation for joint review of a project by your internal

Safety group/committee and Quality Assurance/control group or committee.  I

would be very interested in your approach to performing joint reviews and

would be appreciative if you could provide any example documentation if

applicable.  The reason for this request is that recently our QAS group has

approached the safety office and inquired if we could formalize the

interaction between our two groups.

Any and all assistance is greatly appreciated.  If you wish you can respond

to me directly since this is not strictly a biosafety issue and since I do

not wish to waste bandwidth on this issue which may not be of interest to a

majority of the list members.

By the way it was wonderful seeing many of you again at the Conference in

Orlando.  I look forward to seeing many of you next year in St. Louis.

Thanks

Joe

______________________________________________________________________________

Biological Safety Officer

Safety and Environmental Protection Program

NCI - Frederick Cancer Research

and Development Center

(301)846-1451 fax: (301)846-6619

email: jkozlovac@mail.ncifcrf.gov

______________________________________________________________________________

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 3 Nov 1998 16:14:52 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Judy Pointer <jpointer@NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Joint project review by Safety groups and Quality Assurance

              /Control Groups.

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Joe.  Yours is not a frivolous concern.  We have been struggling with this

for some time, and are in the process of trying to set up some sort of

process now.  First we need funds, staff, and a whole lot more time and

cooperation within the institute from all the various departments.  I

imagine it would be easier in a corporation than in a govt institute like

ours.  So the company guys are bound to be a real good resource.  I'd love

to hear any ideas floating around out there about how to interface these 2

groups efficiently, what works, what doesn't?  Please post the responses

you receive to the group, or copy them to me at:

jpointer@mdanderson.org

I'm more than willing not to reinvent the wheel.

Judy Pointer, MS, CBSP

UT MD Anderson Cancer Center

Houston, TX

"Joseph P. Kozlovac" <jkozlovac@MAIL.NCIFCRF.GOV> on 11/03/98 04:03:57 PM

Please respond to A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

cc:    (bcc: Judy M. Pointer/MDACC)

Subject:  Joint project review by Safety groups and Quality

      Assurance/Control Groups.

Hello All,

I have a request to all the Biopharm and Medical Products members of the

list.  Does your organization have  formalized procedures, criteria and

standardized documentation for joint review of a project by your internal

Safety group/committee and Quality Assurance/control group or committee.  I

would be very interested in your approach to performing joint reviews and

would be appreciative if you could provide any example documentation if

applicable.  The reason for this request is that recently our QAS group has

approached the safety office and inquired if we could formalize the

interaction between our two groups.

Any and all assistance is greatly appreciated.  If you wish you can respond

to me directly since this is not strictly a biosafety issue and since I do

not wish to waste bandwidth on this issue which may not be of interest to a

majority of the list members.

By the way it was wonderful seeing many of you again at the Conference in

Orlando.  I look forward to seeing many of you next year in St. Louis.

Thanks

Joe

___________________________________________________________________________

___

Biological Safety Officer

Safety and Environmental Protection Program

NCI - Frederick Cancer Research

and Development Center

(301)846-1451 fax: (301)846-6619

email: jkozlovac@mail.ncifcrf.gov

___________________________________________________________________________

___

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 4 Nov 1998 07:54:19 -0000

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Stuart Thompson <Stuart.Thompson@MAN.AC.UK>

Subject:      Re: Shipping BL2 Bugs to UK

In-Reply-To:  <852566B1.00667025.00@7crmta_md.ms.bd.com>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Melvin Danvers is an expert on the legal niceties of transporting infectious

substances out of the UK. I think he could probably help you with movements

in the other direction. I believe that Scottish law in this matter is likely

to be identical to English law. You can contact him as follows:

Melvyn Danvers

Central Public Health Laboratory

61 Colindale Avenue

Colindale

london NW9 5HT

phone +44 181-200-4400ext3702

fax +44 181-200-7874

E-mail MDANVERS@PHLS.CO.UK

Dr Stuart Thompson

Health & Safety Services

University of Manchester

Waterloo Place

182/184 Oxford Road

Manchester M13 9PG

tel: +44 (0)161 275 5069

fax: +44 (0)161 275 6989

We need to send a few strains of P. aeruginosa to Scotland to a contract QC

lab.  How can I find out if the recipient needs any sort of importation

permit for these organisms?

Thanks!

Sarah Wolz

EH&S Manager

PathoGenesis Corp.

Seattle, WA

206-505-6953

swolz@pathogenesis.com

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 4 Nov 1998 08:24:21 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Joseph H. Coggin Jr." <jcoggin@JAGUAR1.USOUTHAL.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Shipping BL2 Bugs to UK

In-Reply-To:  <399BFF6F8157D111934800805FFE7235B5B4B8@SEATTLE-NT-03>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

Call Federal Express and get their overseas shipment 800 numbre and they

will help you with the details.

Joe Coggin

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 4 Nov 1998 09:58:35 -0800

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Wolz, Sarah" <swolz@PATHOGENESIS.COM>

Subject:      FW: Shipping BL2 Bugs to UK

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

I wanted to share the information below with the list, in case anyone =

else

is requiring, or merely curious, about UK importation permits.  Mr. =

Vidal

shares a specific office and phone number for the Office of Agriculture =

and

Fisheries in Scotland.

Thanks to all who responded to my inquiry--

Sarah Wolz

PathoGenesis Corp.

swolz@pathogenesis.com

> ----------

> From:         Carlos Eugenio Soto Vidal[SMTP:ceugenio@cnpsa.embrapa.br]

> Reply To:     ceugenio@cnpsa.embrapa.br

> Sent:         Wednesday, November 04, 1998 7:38 AM

> To:   swolz@pathogenesis.com

> Cc:   rsilva@cnpsa.embrapa.br

> Subject:      Re: Shipping BL2 Bugs to UK

>=20

> Dear Sarah:

> The recipient of the materials needs to fill an "Application for an=20

> Import Licence for an animal pathogen and/or carrier" (6 pages) to =

the=20

> Scottish Office Agriculture and Fisheries Department (SOAFD).

>=20

> Address:

> Pentland House

> 47 Robb=B4s Loan

> Edinburgh EH14 1TW  Scotland UK

>=20

> Telephone: (44) 131 556 8400

> Fax.: (44) 131 244 6445

>=20

> Appropriate (Biosafe) containers can be bought from:

>=20

> (Biomedical Packagins for Infectious Substances and Diagnostic=20

> Specimens: "Bio-Transporter" system A, B or C)

>=20

> AirSea Containers Ltd

> Staniford Building

> 318 New Chester Road

> Birkenhead

> Merseyside L42 1LE England UK

> Tel.: (44) 151 645 0636

> Fax.: (44) 151 644 9268

>=20

> Best wishes,

> Carlos E. S. Vidal

>=20

> On 3 Nov 98, at 9:59, Wolz, Sarah wrote:

>=20

> > We need to send a few strains of P. aeruginosa to Scotland to a =

contract

> QC

> > lab.  How can I find out if the recipient needs any sort of =

importation

> > permit for these organisms?

> >=20

> > Thanks!

> >=20

> > Sarah Wolz

> > EH&S Manager

> > PathoGenesis Corp.

> > Seattle, WA

> > 206-505-6953

> > swolz@pathogenesis.com

>=20

>=20

>=20

>=20

> Carlos E. S. Vidal

> Embrapa - P. O. Box 21

> 89.700-000 Concordia, SC BRAZIL

>=20

> Telephone: 00 55 49 4420287 (home)

>                   00 55 49 4428555 (work)

> Fax.:      00 55 49 4428559 (Att.:Carlos Eugenio)

>=20

> e.mail: ceugenio@cnpsa.embrapa.br

> http://www.cnpsa.embrapa.br/

>=20

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 6 Nov 1998 15:12:50 -0600

Reply-To:     Hawkinsl@omrf.uokhsc.edu

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Larry Hawkins <Larry-Hawkins@OMRF.UOKHSC.EDU>

Organization: Oklahoma Medical Research Foundation

Subject:      [Fwd: Enzyme Freezers]

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: multipart/mixed; boundary="------------D907E70B5902D63506B7D0ED"

This is a multi-part message in MIME format.

--------------D907E70B5902D63506B7D0ED

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

--------------D907E70B5902D63506B7D0ED

Content-Type: message/rfc822

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Content-Disposition: inline

Message-ID: <36435C20.B0B14E3E@omrf.uokhsc.edu>

Date: Fri, 06 Nov 1998 14:29:21 -0600

From: Larry Hawkins <Larry-Hawkins@omrf.uokhsc.edu>

Reply-To: Hawkinsl@omrf.uokhsc.edu

Organization: Oklahoma Medical Research Foundation

X-Mailer: Mozilla 4.03 [en] (Win95; U)

MIME-Version: 1.0

To: Biosafety List <BIOSAFTY@mitvma.mit.edu>

Subject: Enzyme Freezers

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Hello to all,

The other day as I was doing a lab inspection I happened to look into

an enzyme freezer that was set up by Boehringer/Mannheim in that

lab. To my shock, there was ice cream in the freezer with a notice that

it was free with each order.

In addition to the enzymes, some which come from human sources,

where containers with the skull and cross bone symbol on them.

Needless to say I removed the Ice Cream and disposed of it.

( No I did not throw a party for the EH&S Office.)

How and why would a company like Boehringer/Mannheim

do something so potentially dangerous? Have they not read the

BBP or HCP guidelines?

I am constantly emphasizing during safety training that no consumable

food

products are to be stored with biologicals, radioisotopes, or chemicals.

Separate refrigerators and freezer are available for food.

If you haven't checked your enzyme freezers lately I would advise

you to take a look at what may be there without your knowledge.

Lawrence J. Hawkins

OMRF

825 NE 13th

OKC, OK 73104

Voice: 405-271-7266

Fax: 405-271-7012

E-Mail: Larry-Hawkins@omrf.ouhsc.edu

--------------D907E70B5902D63506B7D0ED--

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 9 Nov 1998 11:53:59 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Erik Talley <erik@CEHS.SIU.EDU>

Subject:      Glove Usage with Cadavers

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

In our grass anatomy lab, there is a debate as to what would be the best

glove to use with cadavers. Our cadavers are fixed in formaldehyde and

then the school of medicine uses phenol/glycerin as the wetting agent.

While we're interested in the safety of the students/faculty, dexterity

is also important for the type of work being performed.

I know this is a chemical and biological issue but since we're talking

about cadavers I thought this group might be a better place to start.

I'm interested in the glove type and thickness you would use.

Thanks,

Erik

____________________________________

Erik Talley, Assistant Director

Center for Environmental Health and Safety

Southern Illinois University

erik@cehs.siu.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 9 Nov 1998 11:34:52 -0800

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "David H. Silberman" <davidhs@LELAND.STANFORD.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Glove Usage with Cadavers

In-Reply-To:  <A1BDB36E58BDD111860200A0C9AB25C10826E9@s002.cehs.siu.edu>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

We recommend 4 or 6 mil nitrile gloves instead of latex.  They are

hypoallergenic, and offer a very good dextrous feel, and have superior

chemical resistance than latex.  Although the cost is somewhat higher, the

prices have come down over the last few years and may continue to do so.

Most major scientific suppliers carry several brands.

>In our grass anatomy lab, there is a debate as to what would be the best

>glove to use with cadavers. Our cadavers are fixed in formaldehyde and

>then the school of medicine uses phenol/glycerin as the wetting agent.

>

>While we're interested in the safety of the students/faculty, dexterity

>is also important for the type of work being performed.

>

>I know this is a chemical and biological issue but since we're talking

>about cadavers I thought this group might be a better place to start.

>

>I'm interested in the glove type and thickness you would use.

>

>Thanks,

>

>Erik

>

>

>

>____________________________________

>Erik Talley, Assistant Director

>Center for Environmental Health and Safety

>Southern Illinois University

>erik@cehs.siu.edu

**************************************

David H. Silberman

Director, Health and Safety Programs

Stanford University School of Medicine

Medical School Office Building, X-111

Mail Code: 5460

Stanford, California 94305

Phone: 650/723-6336

FAX:   650/725-7878

http://www-med.stanford.edu/school/HS/

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 9 Nov 1998 13:43:23 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Fred McGuigan <fmcgui1@LSUVM.SNCC.LSU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Glove Usage with Cadavers

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

I had recommended Best's N-Dex glove for working with cadavers.

Erik Talley wrote:

> In our grass anatomy lab, there is a debate as to what would be the best

> glove to use with cadavers. Our cadavers are fixed in formaldehyde and

> then the school of medicine uses phenol/glycerin as the wetting agent.

>

> While we're interested in the safety of the students/faculty, dexterity

> is also important for the type of work being performed.

>

> I know this is a chemical and biological issue but since we're talking

> about cadavers I thought this group might be a better place to start.

>

> I'm interested in the glove type and thickness you would use.

>

> Thanks,

>

> Erik

>

> ____________________________________

> Erik Talley, Assistant Director

> Center for Environmental Health and Safety

> Southern Illinois University

> erik@cehs.siu.edu

--

Fred McGuigan

Safety and Health Officer

Louisiana State University

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 9 Nov 1998 15:36:57 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Glove Usage with Cadavers

In-Reply-To:  <A1BDB36E58BDD111860200A0C9AB25C10826E9@s002.cehs.siu.edu>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

At 11:53 AM 11/9/98 -0600, you wrote:

>In our grass anatomy lab, there is a debate as to what would be the best

>glove to use with cadavers. Our cadavers are fixed in formaldehyde and

>then the school of medicine uses phenol/glycerin as the wetting agent.

>

>

Mixtures are always more difficult then straight substancs.  Nitrile offers

very good protection to formaldehyde.  Nitrile is fairly impermeable to

phenol for exposures upto 0.5 hours, after 4 - 8 hours it was had a

penetration rate of >10% (see Eric Sansone's article - ref. below).  No

data presented for between 0.5 and 4 hours.  Best Manufacturing publishes a

permeation-resistance guide and Eric Sansone wrote "the permeability of

laboratory gloves to selected solvents" for the AIHA Journal Feb. '78 p.

169-174.

Also see:Glove permeation by organic solvents by Nelson, et. al. AIHA

Journal, March 1981 p. 217 - 225.  They found that ~.4mm nitrile gloves had

phenol breakthrough starting at 32 minutes (300ug/min/cm2).  0.55 mm

nitrile glove resisted for >60 min. (made by Edmont-Wilson, #37-185).

It is quite possible that when the phenol breaks through, the formaldehyde

will too.

Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

Assoc. Biosafety Officer

Mass. Inst. of Tech.

617-258-5647

rfink@mit.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 9 Nov 1998 16:04:05 EST

Reply-To:     speaker@ehs.psu.edu

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Curt Speaker <speaker@SAFETY-1.SAFETY.PSU.EDU>

Organization: University Safety - Penn State Univ

Subject:      Re: Glove Usage with Cadavers

In-Reply-To:  <3.0.2.32.19981109153657.0127c7c0@hesiod>

Ritchie:

Your point is well taken, but remember that the glove permiability

tests were done with pure phenol, where the preservative being used

now (in animals and presumably in humans) is 0.5-1% phenol. ( I have

heard that this was done to reduce potential formaldehyde exposures).

At that concentration, I doubt that breakthrough time will be

important for a normal class shift, even if it lasts several hours.

The nitrile gloves offer better chemical resistance and are more

durable - a much better choice than latex.

Curt

Curt Speaker

Biosafety Officer

Penn State University

Environmental Health and Safety

speaker@ehs.psu.edu

http://www.ehs.psu.edu

^...^

(O_O)

=(Y)=

 """
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Date:         Wed, 11 Nov 1998 05:36:02 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Esmeralda Party <partye@ROCKVAX.ROCKEFELLER.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Glove Usage with Cadavers

In-Reply-To:  <3.0.2.32.19981109153657.0127c7c0@hesiod>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Richie,

Sansone's permeability work of nitrile gloves was done with the household

type gloves or the thin gloves that are used as substitute to latex gloves?

 My understanding was that the thin nitriles were not much better than

latex in terms of chemical resistance.  We have found that some of the

nitrile gloves rip easily, so the brand needs to be chosen carefully.  In

any case, the thicker latex or nitrile surgical gloves would be the glove

of choice, I believe.

Esmeralda

At 03:36 PM 11/9/1998 -0500, you wrote:

>At 11:53 AM 11/9/98 -0600, you wrote:

>>In our grass anatomy lab, there is a debate as to what would be the best

>>glove to use with cadavers. Our cadavers are fixed in formaldehyde and

>>then the school of medicine uses phenol/glycerin as the wetting agent.

>>

>>

>

>Mixtures are always more difficult then straight substancs.  Nitrile offers

>very good protection to formaldehyde.  Nitrile is fairly impermeable to

>phenol for exposures upto 0.5 hours, after 4 - 8 hours it was had a

>penetration rate of >10% (see Eric Sansone's article - ref. below).  No

>data presented for between 0.5 and 4 hours.  Best Manufacturing publishes a

>permeation-resistance guide and Eric Sansone wrote "the permeability of

>laboratory gloves to selected solvents" for the AIHA Journal Feb. '78 p.

>169-174.

>

>Also see:Glove permeation by organic solvents by Nelson, et. al. AIHA

>Journal, March 1981 p. 217 - 225.  They found that ~.4mm nitrile gloves had

>phenol breakthrough starting at 32 minutes (300ug/min/cm2).  0.55 mm

>nitrile glove resisted for >60 min. (made by Edmont-Wilson, #37-185).

>

>It is quite possible that when the phenol breaks through, the formaldehyde

>will too.

>

>

>

>

>Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

>Assoc. Biosafety Officer

>Mass. Inst. of Tech.

>617-258-5647

>rfink@mit.edu

>

>

********************************************

Esmeralda Party

Assistant Director

Biological & Radiation Safety Officer

The Rockefeller University

Laboratory Safety & Environmental Health

1230 York Avenue

New York, NY 10021

Phone: (212) 327-8324

Fax: (212) 327-8340

E-Mail: partye@rockvax.rockefeller.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 11 Nov 1998 17:04:16 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "P. Moravek" <pmoravek@WPI.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Glove Usage with Cadavers, resistance of glove material?

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Dear Biosafety Folks,

I found a chemical resistance chart of various glove materials in one of the big

distributor catalogs (either Fisher or VWR).  I found this very useful a couple

of months ago for a class lab activity, and suggest that you consult the chart

for your individual applications.

Unfortunately my catalog is missing right now, or else I would have looked up

the cadaver preservatives on it.

The thing that struck me most was the misconceptions people have regarding

nitrile vs. latex disposable gloves.  Overall, neither one can be called "best",

it is truly dependent on the chemicals used.      ^^^^^^^

Regarding the phenol debate, from personal experience I have found that 50%

buffered phenol (pH 6-7.5, DNA extraction application) DOES NOT penetrate latex

gloves (worn doubled to protect from small rips) in short exposures (about 2

hours).  I don't have a reference for this.

Cheers!

P.Moravek, Lab. Mgr B&B Dept.

Biological Safety Officer

Worcester Polytechnic Institute

Worcester, MA

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 12 Nov 1998 08:34:11 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Glove Usage with Cadavers

In-Reply-To:  <3.0.2.32.19981111053602.00723bb8@rockvax.rockefeller.edu>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

At 05:36 AM 11/11/98 -0500, you wrote:

>Richie,

>

>Sansone's permeability work of nitrile gloves was done with the household

>type gloves or the thin gloves that are used as substitute to latex gloves?

> My understanding was that the thin nitriles were not much better than

>latex in terms of chemical resistance.  We have found that some of the

>nitrile gloves rip easily, so the brand needs to be chosen carefully.  In

>any case, the thicker latex or nitrile surgical gloves would be the glove

>of choice, I believe.

Esmeralda,

Sansone was studying lab type gloves.  Nitrile gloves have a slightly

different resistance pattern then latex, so one should always match

resistance with chemical exposure.  Thin gloves in general are not as good

as thicker.  We have found that the nitrile gloves are more resistant to

tears then latex, but when they do develop a hole or tear, they quickly

unravel while latex don't.  I think of that as a safety feature - hard to

ignore and thus hands will be washed and new gloves put on.

Sansone used 10% phenol, more then 0.5 to 1% but still I would be cautious

and would opt for thicker nitrile.

Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

Assoc. Biosafety Officer

Mass. Inst. of Tech.

617-258-5647

rfink@mit.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 12 Nov 1998 08:41:18 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Glove Usage with Cadavers, resistance of glove material?

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

>All be carefull here.  The standard  rubber latex glove is not designed for

>nor has it ever been tested to be used as a form of chemical protection.

>Antedotal information on the folly of this myth can be found in the death of

>Dr. Karen Whittenham @ Dartmoth about a year ago.  They have a whole page

>about this at their web site.

>

>4 ml Nitrile gloves are rated for medical use only.  The 6 & 8 ml gloves

>have been rated for chemical protection.  This information can be found in

>chemical protection charts found in the catologes where the gloves are sold.

>More comprehensive charts can be found by requesting them from the

>manufacturers.  The manufacturers can also make recommendations or test the

>gloves against specific chemicals.  This information can also be found

>online.  Best Gloves, offers a database that can be downloaded, kept and

>used.

>

>We recommend that our people evaluated the gloves they intend to use vs the

>chemicals involved as part of the experimental preparation.

>

>You can also test the gloves yourself.  We do not recommend this.  Refer to

>the OSHA Personnel Protection Standard for the details.

>

>Nitrile gloves work against most solvents very well for short periods of

>time.  Halogenated solvents appear to penatrate rapidly and so we recommend

>another glove be used when these chemicals are used.

>

>Permation cannot often be detected by touch unless or until the chemical

>involved causes some detectable change in the flesh of the wearer.

>Since many solvents permeate the skin as well, absorbtion of the chemical

>cannot be detected if permeation occurs.  Chronic use and exposure can also

>pose a far greater threat

>because of this.

>

>Bob

>

>

>

>

>Date:         Wed, 11 Nov 1998 17:04:16 -0500

>Reply-To: A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

>Sender: A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

>From: "P. Moravek" <pmoravek@WPI.EDU>

>Subject:      Re: Glove Usage with Cadavers, resistance of glove material?

>To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>

>Dear Biosafety Folks,

>

>I found a chemical resistance chart of various glove materials in one of

>the big

>distributor catalogs (either Fisher or VWR).  I found this very useful a

>couple

>of months ago for a class lab activity, and suggest that you consult the chart

>for your individual applications.

>

>Unfortunately my catalog is missing right now, or else I would have looked up

>the cadaver preservatives on it.

>

>The thing that struck me most was the misconceptions people have regarding

>nitrile vs. latex disposable gloves.  Overall, neither one can be called

>"best",

>it is truly dependent on the chemicals used.      ^^^^^^^

>

>Regarding the phenol debate, from personal experience I have found that 50%

>buffered phenol (pH 6-7.5, DNA extraction application) DOES NOT penetrate

>latex

>gloves (worn doubled to protect from small rips) in short exposures (about 2

>hours).  I don't have a reference for this.

>

>Cheers!

>

>P.Moravek, Lab. Mgr B&B Dept.

>Biological Safety Officer

>Worcester Polytechnic Institute

>Worcester, MA

>

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 12 Nov 1998 08:56:26 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Petuch, Brian R." <brian_petuch@MERCK.COM>

Subject:      Re: Glove Usage with Cadavers, resistance of glove material?

MIME-version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain

Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

Best Gloves has a downloadable database located on their web site.  It's an

excellent reference; I use it for hazardous materials response.

Brian Petuch EMT, HMT

Merck Manufacturing Division

VTE Laboratory Management

> * WP 28-70

> * (215) 652-4039

Pager: 800-759-8888 pin 1380162

> ----------

> From:         P. Moravek[SMTP:pmoravek@WPI.EDU]

> Sent:         Wednesday, November 11, 1998 5:04 PM

> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:      Re: Glove Usage with Cadavers, resistance of glove material?

>

> Dear Biosafety Folks,

>

> I found a chemical resistance chart of various glove materials in one of

> the big

>

> distributor catalogs (either Fisher or VWR).  I found this very useful a

> couple

> of months ago for a class lab activity, and suggest that you consult the

> chart

> for your individual applications.

>

> Unfortunately my catalog is missing right now, or else I would have looked

> up

> the cadaver preservatives on it.

>

> The thing that struck me most was the misconceptions people have regarding

> nitrile vs. latex disposable gloves.  Overall, neither one can be called

> "best",

>

> it is truly dependent on the chemicals used.      ^^^^^^^

>

> Regarding the phenol debate, from personal experience I have found that

> 50%

> buffered phenol (pH 6-7.5, DNA extraction application) DOES NOT penetrate

> latex

> gloves (worn doubled to protect from small rips) in short exposures (about

> 2

> hours).  I don't have a reference for this.

>

> Cheers!

>

> P.Moravek, Lab. Mgr B&B Dept.

> Biological Safety Officer

> Worcester Polytechnic Institute

> Worcester, MA

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 12 Nov 1998 09:31:35 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Glove Usage with Cadavers, resistance of glove material?

In-Reply-To:  <BIOSAFTY%98111208582539@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Brian,

Would you please post the Best Gloves web site address.  Thanks,

At 08:56 AM 11/12/98 -0500, you wrote:

>Best Gloves has a downloadable database located on their web site.  It's an

Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

Biosafty List Owner

rfink@mit.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 12 Nov 1998 08:32:35 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Erik Talley <erik@CEHS.SIU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Glove Usage with Cadavers, resistance of glove material?

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

So I guess I should wear a nitrile glove with a latex glove as an

overglove :)

____________________________________

Erik Talley, Assistant Director

Center for Environmental Health and Safety

Southern Illinois University

erik@cehs.siu.edu

-----Original Message-----

From: Petuch, Brian R. [mailto:brian_petuch@MERCK.COM]

Sent: Thursday, November 12, 1998 7:56 AM

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject: Re: Glove Usage with Cadavers, resistance of glove material?

Best Gloves has a downloadable database located on their web site.  It's

an

excellent reference; I use it for hazardous materials response.

Brian Petuch EMT, HMT

Merck Manufacturing Division

VTE Laboratory Management

> * WP 28-70

> * (215) 652-4039

Pager: 800-759-8888 pin 1380162

> ----------

> From:         P. Moravek[SMTP:pmoravek@WPI.EDU]

> Sent:         Wednesday, November 11, 1998 5:04 PM

> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:      Re: Glove Usage with Cadavers, resistance of glove

material?

>

> Dear Biosafety Folks,

>

> I found a chemical resistance chart of various glove materials in one

of

> the big

>

> distributor catalogs (either Fisher or VWR).  I found this very useful

a

> couple

> of months ago for a class lab activity, and suggest that you consult

the

> chart

> for your individual applications.

>

> Unfortunately my catalog is missing right now, or else I would have

looked

> up

> the cadaver preservatives on it.

>

> The thing that struck me most was the misconceptions people have

regarding

> nitrile vs. latex disposable gloves.  Overall, neither one can be

called

> "best",

>

> it is truly dependent on the chemicals used.      ^^^^^^^

>

> Regarding the phenol debate, from personal experience I have found

that

> 50%

> buffered phenol (pH 6-7.5, DNA extraction application) DOES NOT

penetrate

> latex

> gloves (worn doubled to protect from small rips) in short exposures

(about

> 2

> hours).  I don't have a reference for this.

>

> Cheers!

>

> P.Moravek, Lab. Mgr B&B Dept.

> Biological Safety Officer

> Worcester Polytechnic Institute

> Worcester, MA

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 12 Nov 1998 10:09:34 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Petuch, Brian R." <brian_petuch@MERCK.COM>

Subject:      Re: Glove Usage with Cadavers, resistance of glove material?

MIME-version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain

Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

The web address is www.bestglove.com.  Seems they are having server problems

at this time.  The phone number is 800-241-0323.

Brian Petuch EMT, HMT

VTE Laboratory Management

> * WP 28-70

> * (215) 652-4039

Pager: 800-759-8888 pin 1380162

> ----------

> From:         Richard Fink[SMTP:rfink@MIT.EDU]

> Sent:         Thursday, November 12, 1998 9:31 AM

> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:      Re: Glove Usage with Cadavers, resistance of glove material?

>

> Brian,

>

> Would you please post the Best Gloves web site address.  Thanks,

>

>

> At 08:56 AM 11/12/98 -0500, you wrote:

> >Best Gloves has a downloadable database located on their web site.  It's

> an

>

> Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

> Biosafty List Owner

> rfink@mit.edu

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 13 Nov 1998 11:14:00 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Nicole Bernholc <bernholc@MAIL.SEP.BNL.GOV>

Subject:      Re: Glove Usage with Cadavers, resistance of glove material?

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Here are a list of other sites.

Oklahoma State

http://www.pp.okstate.edu/ehs/hazmat/gloves.htm

http://www.inform.umd.edu/CampusInfo/Departments/EnvirSafety/ls/gloves.html

University of Maryland

http://www.inform.umd.edu/CampusInfo/Departments/EnvirSafety/ls/safeskin.html

Safeskin

http://SafetyOnline.net/north/chemglv.htm

Norht

http://www.mapaglove.com/content/ChemBarrier.htm

MAPA

http://www.mapaglove.com/content/ChemChart.htm

MAPA Professional

Sincerely,

Nicole M. Bernholc

(516) 344-2027

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 16 Nov 1998 11:01:43 EST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Education, Continuing" <Contedu@SPH.HARVARD.EDU>

Subject:      Harvard Courses in Spring '99

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

The Harvard School of Public Health is pleased to offer the following

safety and environmental training courses beginning in March. Please

register as early as possible to guarantee your space.

For more information, please visit;  http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/ccpe

Comprehensive Industrial Hygiene Review

March 15-19, 1999

Occupational & Environmental Radiation Protection

March 22-26, 1999

Fundamentals of Industrial Hygiene

March 29 - April 2, 1999

Benefit-Cost Analysis for Environmental, Health, and Safety Regulation

April 6-9, 1999

Certified Safety Professional (CSP) Review

April 26-30, 1999

================================

All courses take place at the Harvard School of Public Health, Boston.

================================

For additional information:

Tel: 617-432-1171

Fax: 617-432-1969

E-mail: contedu@sph.harvard.edu

Harvard School of Public Health

Center for Continuing Professional Education

http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/ccpe

================================

The Harvard School of Public Health is the designated site of a National

Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) Education and

Research Center (ERC) for Occupational Safety and Health. ERC.

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 16 Nov 1998 16:47:29 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Erik Talley <erik@CEHS.SIU.EDU>

Subject:      Cadaver Question #2

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Thanks for the thought provoking discussion on gloves. I do have another

question about cadavers.

Would cadavers (once they're preserved) fall under the auspices of

OSHA's Bloodborne Pathogens standard? I actually have 2 differing

opinions from federal OSHA personnel. One says everything has been

killed by the formalin/phenol (so it wouldn't) and the other says you

can't show that everything's been killed (so it would). I looked through

all of the interpretive letters on the OSHA technical website and while

I find a lot of information, nothing seems to address this issue. There

are several letters about mortuary employees but that's a different

issue since they are dealing with unpreserved tissues as well as

preserved.

Even if they don't, I understand there are many precautions we should be

taking. For now, I'm just trying to figure out if this would fall under

the standard.

Thanks,

Erik

____________________________________

Erik Talley, Assistant Director

Center for Environmental Health and Safety

Southern Illinois University

erik@cehs.siu.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 17 Nov 1998 08:39:46 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Cadaver Question #2

In-Reply-To:  <A1BDB36E58BDD111860200A0C9AB25C108276D@s002.cehs.siu.edu>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

You will have to look in the standard itself.  There is a paragraph that

discusses fixed tissxue.  It says that fixed tissue is not a bloodborne

pathogen.  I take it to mean that anything is fixed if it is preserved in

formalin.  This does not address the issue of an infectious agent found

viable in fixed tissue.  For this reason we have added a separate line to

the definition of a BBP for our purposes.  "And any other etiological

agent."  This allows us to address organisms like prions which appear to

thrive in fixed tissue.

Bob

>Thanks for the thought provoking discussion on gloves. I do have another

>question about cadavers.

>

>Would cadavers (once they're preserved) fall under the auspices of

>OSHA's Bloodborne Pathogens standard? I actually have 2 differing

>opinions from federal OSHA personnel. One says everything has been

>killed by the formalin/phenol (so it wouldn't) and the other says you

>can't show that everything's been killed (so it would). I looked through

>all of the interpretive letters on the OSHA technical website and while

>I find a lot of information, nothing seems to address this issue. There

>are several letters about mortuary employees but that's a different

>issue since they are dealing with unpreserved tissues as well as

>preserved.

>

>Even if they don't, I understand there are many precautions we should be

>taking. For now, I'm just trying to figure out if this would fall under

>the standard.

>

>Thanks,

>

>Erik

>

>

>

>____________________________________

>Erik Talley, Assistant Director

>Center for Environmental Health and Safety

>Southern Illinois University

>erik@cehs.siu.edu

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 17 Nov 1998 09:05:37 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Cadaver Question #2

In-Reply-To:  <A1BDB36E58BDD111860200A0C9AB25C108276D@s002.cehs.siu.edu>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Erik Talley asked:

>Would cadavers (once they're preserved) fall under the auspices of

>OSHA's Bloodborne Pathogens standard? I actually have 2 differing

>opinions from federal OSHA personnel.

Formalin/phenol would not inactivate prions hence brain tissue would still

be potentially infectious.  Whether the fixative would inactivate

everything else would depend upon how much fixative was used.  I know of

one medical school that tried to reduce the amount of formalin used - they

had green cadavers due to growth of Penicillium.  So in that case it is

likely that not every potentially infectious agent had been killed.

Now you can see why you got 2 different opinions.

Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

Assoc. Biosafety Officer

Mass. Inst. of Tech.

617-258-5647

rfink@mit.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 17 Nov 1998 08:03:45 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Erik Talley <erik@CEHS.SIU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Cadaver Question #2

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Here is the part you're talking about:

"Other Potentially Infectious Materials" means (1) The following human

body fluids: semen, vaginal secretions, cerebrospinal fluid, synovial

fluid, pleural fluid, pericardial fluid, peritoneal fluid, amniotic

fluid, saliva in dental procedures, any body fluid that is visibly

contaminated with blood, and all body fluids in situations where it is

difficult or impossible to differentiate between body fluids; (2) Any

unfixed tissue or organ (other than intact skin) from a human (living or

dead); and (3) HIV-containing cell or tissue cultures, organ cultures,

and HIV- or HBV-containing culture medium or other solutions; and blood,

organs, or other tissues from experimental animals infected with HIV or

HBV.

An Industrial Hygienist at OSHA actually said they didn't think you

could show the entire body had been preserved so 1910.1030 would apply.

They said it's not like a "small" tissue sample.

Erik

____________________________________

Erik Talley, Assistant Director

Center for Environmental Health and Safety

Southern Illinois University

erik@cehs.siu.edu

-----Original Message-----

From: Robert N. Latsch [mailto:rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU]

Sent: Tuesday, November 17, 1998 7:40 AM

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject: Re: Cadaver Question #2

You will have to look in the standard itself.  There is a paragraph that

discusses fixed tissxue.  It says that fixed tissue is not a bloodborne

pathogen.  I take it to mean that anything is fixed if it is preserved

in

formalin.  This does not address the issue of an infectious agent found

viable in fixed tissue.  For this reason we have added a separate line

to

the definition of a BBP for our purposes.  "And any other etiological

agent."  This allows us to address organisms like prions which appear to

thrive in fixed tissue.

Bob

>Thanks for the thought provoking discussion on gloves. I do have

another

>question about cadavers.

>

>Would cadavers (once they're preserved) fall under the auspices of

>OSHA's Bloodborne Pathogens standard? I actually have 2 differing

>opinions from federal OSHA personnel. One says everything has been

>killed by the formalin/phenol (so it wouldn't) and the other says you

>can't show that everything's been killed (so it would). I looked

through

>all of the interpretive letters on the OSHA technical website and while

>I find a lot of information, nothing seems to address this issue. There

>are several letters about mortuary employees but that's a different

>issue since they are dealing with unpreserved tissues as well as

>preserved.

>

>Even if they don't, I understand there are many precautions we should

be

>taking. For now, I'm just trying to figure out if this would fall under

>the standard.

>

>Thanks,

>

>Erik

>

>

>

>____________________________________

>Erik Talley, Assistant Director

>Center for Environmental Health and Safety

>Southern Illinois University

>erik@cehs.siu.edu

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental

Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental

Safety
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Date:         Tue, 17 Nov 1998 08:43:00 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Johnson, Julie A." <jajohns@IASTATE.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Cadaver Question #2

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1"

Let's hold on a minute here and do just a little bit of thinking for

ourselves.  I know we often have to go by OSHA interpretations, but that

doesn't mean they are always logical.  OSHA also interprets appropriate

disinfectants as only those on the EPA list, which includes only certain

brands of bleach.  Does that mean that another brand of the exact same thing

isn't appropriate for killing bloodborne pathogens?

If we are going to go with the Industrial Hygienist at OSHA who said they

didn't think you could show the entire body had been preserved, so it falls

under 1910.1030, then we are going to have assume that any piece of human

tissue that is supposed to be "fixed" might not actually be so.

Maybe we should get the educated opinion of someone who actually fixes

tissues/cadavers for a profession.  They would probably be able to give a

more accurate answer than an industrial hygienist making assumptions.

-----Original Message-----

From: Erik Talley [mailto:erik@CEHS.SIU.EDU]

Sent: Tuesday, November 17, 1998 8:04 AM

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject: Re: Cadaver Question #2

Here is the part you're talking about:

"Other Potentially Infectious Materials" means (1) The following human

body fluids: semen, vaginal secretions, cerebrospinal fluid, synovial

fluid, pleural fluid, pericardial fluid, peritoneal fluid, amniotic

fluid, saliva in dental procedures, any body fluid that is visibly

contaminated with blood, and all body fluids in situations where it is

difficult or impossible to differentiate between body fluids; (2) Any

unfixed tissue or organ (other than intact skin) from a human (living or

dead); and (3) HIV-containing cell or tissue cultures, organ cultures,

and HIV- or HBV-containing culture medium or other solutions; and blood,

organs, or other tissues from experimental animals infected with HIV or

HBV.

An Industrial Hygienist at OSHA actually said they didn't think you

could show the entire body had been preserved so 1910.1030 would apply.

They said it's not like a "small" tissue sample.

Erik

____________________________________

Erik Talley, Assistant Director

Center for Environmental Health and Safety

Southern Illinois University

erik@cehs.siu.edu

-----Original Message-----

From: Robert N. Latsch [mailto:rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU]

Sent: Tuesday, November 17, 1998 7:40 AM

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject: Re: Cadaver Question #2

You will have to look in the standard itself.  There is a paragraph that

discusses fixed tissxue.  It says that fixed tissue is not a bloodborne

pathogen.  I take it to mean that anything is fixed if it is preserved

in

formalin.  This does not address the issue of an infectious agent found

viable in fixed tissue.  For this reason we have added a separate line

to

the definition of a BBP for our purposes.  "And any other etiological

agent."  This allows us to address organisms like prions which appear to

thrive in fixed tissue.

Bob

>Thanks for the thought provoking discussion on gloves. I do have

another

>question about cadavers.

>

>Would cadavers (once they're preserved) fall under the auspices of

>OSHA's Bloodborne Pathogens standard? I actually have 2 differing

>opinions from federal OSHA personnel. One says everything has been

>killed by the formalin/phenol (so it wouldn't) and the other says you

>can't show that everything's been killed (so it would). I looked

through

>all of the interpretive letters on the OSHA technical website and while

>I find a lot of information, nothing seems to address this issue. There

>are several letters about mortuary employees but that's a different

>issue since they are dealing with unpreserved tissues as well as

>preserved.

>

>Even if they don't, I understand there are many precautions we should

be

>taking. For now, I'm just trying to figure out if this would fall under

>the standard.

>

>Thanks,

>

>Erik

>

>

>

>____________________________________

>Erik Talley, Assistant Director

>Center for Environmental Health and Safety

>Southern Illinois University

>erik@cehs.siu.edu

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental

Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental

Safety

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 17 Nov 1998 08:45:17 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Johnson, Julie A." <jajohns@IASTATE.EDU>

Subject:      FW: Cadaver Question #2

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1"

Sorry - I forgot to identify myself on that one.

Julie A. Johnson, Ph.D.

Biosafety Officer

Iowa State University

Environmental Health & Safety

118 Agronomy Lab

phone: 515-294-7657

fax: 515-294-9357

E-mail: jajohns@iastate.edu

http://www.ehs.iastate.edu

-----Original Message-----

From: Johnson, Julie A.

Sent: Tuesday, November 17, 1998 8:43 AM

To: 'A Biosafety Discussion List'

Subject: RE: Cadaver Question #2

Let's hold on a minute here and do just a little bit of thinking for

ourselves.  I know we often have to go by OSHA interpretations, but that

doesn't mean they are always logical.  OSHA also interprets appropriate

disinfectants as only those on the EPA list, which includes only certain

brands of bleach.  Does that mean that another brand of the exact same thing

isn't appropriate for killing bloodborne pathogens?

If we are going to go with the Industrial Hygienist at OSHA who said they

didn't think you could show the entire body had been preserved, so it falls

under 1910.1030, then we are going to have assume that any piece of human

tissue that is supposed to be "fixed" might not actually be so.

Maybe we should get the educated opinion of someone who actually fixes

tissues/cadavers for a profession.  They would probably be able to give a

more accurate answer than an industrial hygienist making assumptions.

-----Original Message-----

From: Erik Talley [mailto:erik@CEHS.SIU.EDU]

Sent: Tuesday, November 17, 1998 8:04 AM

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject: Re: Cadaver Question #2

Here is the part you're talking about:

"Other Potentially Infectious Materials" means (1) The following human

body fluids: semen, vaginal secretions, cerebrospinal fluid, synovial

fluid, pleural fluid, pericardial fluid, peritoneal fluid, amniotic

fluid, saliva in dental procedures, any body fluid that is visibly

contaminated with blood, and all body fluids in situations where it is

difficult or impossible to differentiate between body fluids; (2) Any

unfixed tissue or organ (other than intact skin) from a human (living or

dead); and (3) HIV-containing cell or tissue cultures, organ cultures,

and HIV- or HBV-containing culture medium or other solutions; and blood,

organs, or other tissues from experimental animals infected with HIV or

HBV.

An Industrial Hygienist at OSHA actually said they didn't think you

could show the entire body had been preserved so 1910.1030 would apply.

They said it's not like a "small" tissue sample.

Erik

____________________________________

Erik Talley, Assistant Director

Center for Environmental Health and Safety

Southern Illinois University

erik@cehs.siu.edu

-----Original Message-----

From: Robert N. Latsch [mailto:rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU]

Sent: Tuesday, November 17, 1998 7:40 AM

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject: Re: Cadaver Question #2

You will have to look in the standard itself.  There is a paragraph that

discusses fixed tissxue.  It says that fixed tissue is not a bloodborne

pathogen.  I take it to mean that anything is fixed if it is preserved

in

formalin.  This does not address the issue of an infectious agent found

viable in fixed tissue.  For this reason we have added a separate line

to

the definition of a BBP for our purposes.  "And any other etiological

agent."  This allows us to address organisms like prions which appear to

thrive in fixed tissue.

Bob

>Thanks for the thought provoking discussion on gloves. I do have

another

>question about cadavers.

>

>Would cadavers (once they're preserved) fall under the auspices of

>OSHA's Bloodborne Pathogens standard? I actually have 2 differing

>opinions from federal OSHA personnel. One says everything has been

>killed by the formalin/phenol (so it wouldn't) and the other says you

>can't show that everything's been killed (so it would). I looked

through

>all of the interpretive letters on the OSHA technical website and while

>I find a lot of information, nothing seems to address this issue. There

>are several letters about mortuary employees but that's a different

>issue since they are dealing with unpreserved tissues as well as

>preserved.

>

>Even if they don't, I understand there are many precautions we should

be

>taking. For now, I'm just trying to figure out if this would fall under

>the standard.

>

>Thanks,

>

>Erik

>

>

>

>____________________________________

>Erik Talley, Assistant Director

>Center for Environmental Health and Safety

>Southern Illinois University

>erik@cehs.siu.edu

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental

Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental

Safety
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Date:         Tue, 17 Nov 1998 09:48:32 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Norman, Randy" <RNorman@BIORELIANCE.COM>

Subject:      Re: Cadaver Question #2

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1"

        >Maybe we should get the educated opinion of someone who actually

fixes tissues/cadavers for a profession.  >They would probably be able to

give a more accurate answer than an industrial hygienist making assumptions.

I half agree. Assuming the IH knows nothing about microbiology and is

therefore violating his own code of ethics by rendering opinions on matters

outside his area of expertise (which may be true), his opinion should be

discounted. However I would be careful in assuming that those exposed to the

hazard day in and day out are automatically qualified to identify risks at

the low levels which we must control. I'd rather see a review of published

studies concerning the efficacy of various fixation techniques against

different etiologic agents. Those routinely exposed to a hazard, even in

laboratory and Healthcare environs, often underestimate risk and/or are

willing to accept more risk than their employers and/or OSHA would like.

Randy Norman

Safety Specialist Sr.

(BSO, RSO, CHO, HSO, etc.)

BioReliance Corporation

Rockville, MD 20850

Rnorman@bioreliance.com <mailto:Rnorman@bioreliance.com>

"Success is a journey, not a destination" - Ben Sweetland

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 17 Nov 1998 09:14:05 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Cheri Marcham <Cheryl-Marcham@OUHSC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Cadaver Question #2

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Whoa - I think this is no time to slam an IH for saying if you don't know

for sure, be on the safe side and protect yourself.  As a matter of fact, as

an IH, I recall hearing several studies indicating that the agent

responsible for Creutzfeldt-Jacob disease is NOT killed by the preservation

method used for cadavers, which would lead me to the same conclusion.

> -----Original Message-----

> From: Norman, Randy [SMTP:RNorman@BIORELIANCE.COM]

> Sent: Tuesday, November 17, 1998 8:49 AM

> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:      Re: Cadaver Question #2

>

>         >Maybe we should get the educated opinion of someone who actually

> fixes tissues/cadavers for a profession.  >They would probably be able to

> give a more accurate answer than an industrial hygienist making

> assumptions.

>

> I half agree. Assuming the IH knows nothing about microbiology and is

> therefore violating his own code of ethics by rendering opinions on

> matters

> outside his area of expertise (which may be true), his opinion should be

> discounted. However I would be careful in assuming that those exposed to

> the

> hazard day in and day out are automatically qualified to identify risks at

> the low levels which we must control. I'd rather see a review of published

> studies concerning the efficacy of various fixation techniques against

> different etiologic agents. Those routinely exposed to a hazard, even in

> laboratory and Healthcare environs, often underestimate risk and/or are

> willing to accept more risk than their employers and/or OSHA would like.

>

> Randy Norman

> Safety Specialist Sr.

> (BSO, RSO, CHO, HSO, etc.)

> BioReliance Corporation

> Rockville, MD 20850

> Rnorman@bioreliance.com <mailto:Rnorman@bioreliance.com>

>

> "Success is a journey, not a destination" - Ben Sweetland
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I did not mean to discount the credibility of industrial hygienists, or

imply that they know nothing about microbiology.  I think industrial

hygienists are often forced to render opinions on such a wide variety of

subjects that they can't possibly be expert in all of them.  If it doesn't

fall under another very specific area of safety, the IH is expected to have

the answer.  I think we should still consider the fact that fixative agents

do work.  That is why they are used and why there is an exception for fixed

tissues in 1910.1030.  We do also need to consider that fixatives are not

always used correctly, and that nothing is 100%.  But do we go from there to

a blanket assumption of "we can never be sure, so let's assume that nothing

works"?

You are right that people who work closely with hazardous materials often

become numbed to the risks.  They should have more in depth knowledge,

however, of how the preservatives they use work and their efficacy.  Your

idea of consulting published studies on fixation techniques, however, is

better.

Julie A. Johnson, Ph.D.

Biosafety Officer

Iowa State University

Environmental Health & Safety

118 Agronomy Lab

phone: 515-294-7657

fax: 515-294-9357

E-mail: jajohns@iastate.edu

http://www.ehs.iastate.edu

-----Original Message-----

From: Norman, Randy [mailto:RNorman@BIORELIANCE.COM]

Sent: Tuesday, November 17, 1998 8:49 AM

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject: Re: Cadaver Question #2

        >Maybe we should get the educated opinion of someone who actually

fixes tissues/cadavers for a profession.  >They would probably be able to

give a more accurate answer than an industrial hygienist making assumptions.

I half agree. Assuming the IH knows nothing about microbiology and is

therefore violating his own code of ethics by rendering opinions on matters

outside his area of expertise (which may be true), his opinion should be

discounted. However I would be careful in assuming that those exposed to the

hazard day in and day out are automatically qualified to identify risks at

the low levels which we must control. I'd rather see a review of published

studies concerning the efficacy of various fixation techniques against

different etiologic agents. Those routinely exposed to a hazard, even in

laboratory and Healthcare environs, often underestimate risk and/or are

willing to accept more risk than their employers and/or OSHA would like.

Randy Norman

Safety Specialist Sr.

(BSO, RSO, CHO, HSO, etc.)

BioReliance Corporation

Rockville, MD 20850

Rnorman@bioreliance.com <mailto:Rnorman@bioreliance.com>

"Success is a journey, not a destination" - Ben Sweetland
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Dear Ritchie and Biosafety folks, I have been reading the many comments about

fixation of tissues and the role of the IH.  I do not have time to compile a

complete list of fixative references for you all because I am trying to work

for a living in between reading and sending e-mails, but Table 1

Effectiveness of destruction of CJD agent, in "Creutzfeld-Jakob Disease:

Recommendations for infection control", American Journal of Infection Control

(AJIC) Vol 22, No 5, October, 1994 gives an overview and references. I

understand that the use of phenolized-formalin ( a solution of saturated

phenol containing 15 g of phenol per deciliter of 10% formalin) has been

proven to be successul in the inactivation of the CJD prion, ref.

Brumback,R.A. Routine use of phenolized formalin in fixation of autopsy brain

tissue to reduce risk of inadvertent transmission of Creutzfeldt-Jacob disese.

N eng.J. Med. 1988:319 my reference is blurred it is either pg 633 or pg 655.

I also understand from the experience of some of my gross anatomy teaching

friends that the concentration of some formalin substitutes used for cadavers

does not always work. In trying to reduce the risk of exposure to formalin,

there was an increased risk of exposure to infectious agents and cadaver

contaminants (mold).  I believe that we appropriately apply OSHA 1910.1030 to

tissues, other than full thickness human skin, which are fixed. It is not our

role to determine the degree of fixation, although it would be a nice study

for someone with the time and money.

Diane O. Fleming, Ph.D.

Biosafety Consultant

15611 Plumwood Court

Bowie, MD 20716-1434

Tel 301-249-3951

FAX 301-239-8837

email Dimerck@aol.com
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Julie:

While what you said is true, most folks in the safety field operate

under the "better safe than sorry" principle.  Yes, fixatives do work

and no, they are not always used correctly.  Add to that the fact

that HBV and HIV occur in a fairly small percentage of the

population.  We can conclude that the risk of BBP existing in

cadavers is extremely small, but not zero.

So, what are we to do?  Do we state that since the risk is extremely

small it can be ignored?  If even one person in the collective

employee population of all of our institutions were to come down with

a bloodborne disease after being told to ignore the risk, that BSO

would likely be strung up by his or her thumbs.  We are in the

business of identifying risks and controlling risks - where biosafety

differs from IH is that biosafety does not spend a lot of time trying

to quantify the risk...if there is any risk present, then let's take

the appropriate precautions, knowing full well that we may be going

overboard.  To do anything less would be looked at as cavalier.

Just my $0.02

Curt

Curt Speaker

Biosafety Officer

Penn State University

Environmental Health and Safety

speaker@ehs.psu.edu

http://www.ehs.psu.edu

^...^
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OK, lets set the record straight.

1) 1910:1030 does not say anything about "fixed tissue". Erik was right,

under part b "definitions" Other potentially infectious materials #2

discusses "unfixed" tissue. Fixed tissue is not mentioned.

2) No one has ever "proven" that a body preserved by formalin is sterile.

 The formalin preservation is done to slow the natural decomposition of the

body and to preserve it until we can study it.

3)  Remember we are talking law/regulation not science and as far as the

law is concerned we don't know, therefore we must protect.  The OSHA IH was

correct in that we don't know if the body has indeed been sterilized,

therefore it makes sense that we treat it as if there might be something

there.  This is exactly the same argument that has been made for blood

fractions and commercial blood products.

4)  There are infectious agents such as CJD, Kuru, BSE and who knows what

else, that are not affected by treatment with formalin.  Knowing this,

would you allow anyone to not use some type of precautions in handling

cadavers?

5)  1910:1030 is a performance standard and allows for choices by those it

affects. This standard requires that we protect personnel from exposure.

 It DOES NOT explain how you are to do it.

6) The comments on disinfectants should also be understood.  OSHA requires

an EPA registered disinfectant that is tuberculocidal for all "UNKNOWN"

agents i.e. blood, tissue, etc.  This is because of the work of Favero and

Bond as reported in Marty Favero's chapter "Sterilization, Disinfection,

and Antisepsis in the hospital " Chapter 24 in 'Manual of Clinical

Microbiology', Fifth Ed. published by ASM.  Favero and Bond showed

conclusively that Mycobacteria could be used as a surrogate in disinfection

testing and if Mycobacteria were inactivated, all agents but the bacterial

spores would also be inactivated.  Note that they did not consider the

prions at the time and these would be an exception to the rule.  Because

 this is a performance standard, if you have known infectious agent and

have data that a particular disinfectant or antimicrobial will inactivate

it, you can use that material even if it is not tuberculocidal.

Always remember that the purpose of our work is to protect personnel, even

if they don't think they need protecting.  There are microbial agents out

there that we haven't yet discovered and they may be resistant to our

present antimicrobial agents. At the time of the initiation of the

standard, we didn't know about Hepatitis C,E,F,G or BSE or_ , or _, or_.

 Isn't it prudent to use the appropriate precautions, particularly when the

precautions are what we probably are doing (should be doing) anyway?

John H. Keene, Dr.P.H.

Biohaztec Associates, Inc

Midlothian, VA

jkeene@erols.com
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Your answer is found in a couple of interpretive letter that OSHA put out

on this.  Go to the OSHA web site and look around.  For the record, my boss

gives these letters no credance.  He wants to go by the standard only.

The standard says an appropiate disinfectant will be used.  What is an

appropiate disinfectant?

In an interpretaive letter, OHSA said that an appropiate disinfectant is

either 10% bleach or any disinfectant on the EPA's list of tuberculocidal

disinfectants.  This was later modified  in a leter interpretative letter

which added the EPA list of tuberculocidal sterilants.

Unless your in Ohio.  State standards are a little different.

BTW, I confirmed this information by calling the OSHA Cincinati, office.

They do not cover my territory.

Hope this helps.

Bob

>Let's hold on a minute here and do just a little bit of thinking for

>ourselves.  I know we often have to go by OSHA interpretations, but that

>doesn't mean they are always logical.  OSHA also interprets appropriate

>disinfectants as only those on the EPA list, which includes only certain

>brands of bleach.  Does that mean that another brand of the exact same thing

>isn't appropriate for killing bloodborne pathogens?

>If we are going to go with the Industrial Hygienist at OSHA who said they

>didn't think you could show the entire body had been preserved, so it falls

>under 1910.1030, then we are going to have assume that any piece of human

>tissue that is supposed to be "fixed" might not actually be so.

>

>Maybe we should get the educated opinion of someone who actually fixes

>tissues/cadavers for a profession.  They would probably be able to give a

>more accurate answer than an industrial hygienist making assumptions.

>

>-----Original Message-----

>From: Erik Talley [mailto:erik@CEHS.SIU.EDU]

>Sent: Tuesday, November 17, 1998 8:04 AM

>To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>Subject: Re: Cadaver Question #2

>

>

>Here is the part you're talking about:

>

>"Other Potentially Infectious Materials" means (1) The following human

>body fluids: semen, vaginal secretions, cerebrospinal fluid, synovial

>fluid, pleural fluid, pericardial fluid, peritoneal fluid, amniotic

>fluid, saliva in dental procedures, any body fluid that is visibly

>contaminated with blood, and all body fluids in situations where it is

>difficult or impossible to differentiate between body fluids; (2) Any

>unfixed tissue or organ (other than intact skin) from a human (living or

>dead); and (3) HIV-containing cell or tissue cultures, organ cultures,

>and HIV- or HBV-containing culture medium or other solutions; and blood,

>organs, or other tissues from experimental animals infected with HIV or

>HBV.

>

>An Industrial Hygienist at OSHA actually said they didn't think you

>could show the entire body had been preserved so 1910.1030 would apply.

>They said it's not like a "small" tissue sample.

>

>Erik

>

>____________________________________

>Erik Talley, Assistant Director

>Center for Environmental Health and Safety

>Southern Illinois University

>erik@cehs.siu.edu

>

>

>-----Original Message-----

>From: Robert N. Latsch [mailto:rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU]

>Sent: Tuesday, November 17, 1998 7:40 AM

>To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>Subject: Re: Cadaver Question #2

>

>

>You will have to look in the standard itself.  There is a paragraph that

>discusses fixed tissxue.  It says that fixed tissue is not a bloodborne

>pathogen.  I take it to mean that anything is fixed if it is preserved

>in

>formalin.  This does not address the issue of an infectious agent found

>viable in fixed tissue.  For this reason we have added a separate line

>to

>the definition of a BBP for our purposes.  "And any other etiological

>agent."  This allows us to address organisms like prions which appear to

>thrive in fixed tissue.

>

>Bob

>

>

>

>>Thanks for the thought provoking discussion on gloves. I do have

>another

>>question about cadavers.

>>

>>Would cadavers (once they're preserved) fall under the auspices of

>>OSHA's Bloodborne Pathogens standard? I actually have 2 differing

>>opinions from federal OSHA personnel. One says everything has been

>>killed by the formalin/phenol (so it wouldn't) and the other says you

>>can't show that everything's been killed (so it would). I looked

>through

>>all of the interpretive letters on the OSHA technical website and while

>>I find a lot of information, nothing seems to address this issue. There

>>are several letters about mortuary employees but that's a different

>>issue since they are dealing with unpreserved tissues as well as

>>preserved.

>>

>>Even if they don't, I understand there are many precautions we should

>be

>>taking. For now, I'm just trying to figure out if this would fall under

>>the standard.

>>

>>Thanks,

>>

>>Erik

>>

>>

>>

>>____________________________________

>>Erik Talley, Assistant Director

>>Center for Environmental Health and Safety

>>Southern Illinois University

>>erik@cehs.siu.edu

>

>

>                 ________________________________________________

>__           / _______________________________________________

>_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental

>Safety

>   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

>     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

>       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental

>Safety

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety
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The agent that causes Creutzfeldt-Jacob disease is a prion.  Likes

formaldehyde and is still viable in formaldehyde.  Therefore is infectious.

The only proven method of infection is ingestion of contaminated neural

tissue.  Not exactly yummy in my book.

Bob

>Whoa - I think this is no time to slam an IH for saying if you don't know

>for sure, be on the safe side and protect yourself.  As a matter of fact, as

>an IH, I recall hearing several studies indicating that the agent

>responsible for Creutzfeldt-Jacob disease is NOT killed by the preservation

>method used for cadavers, which would lead me to the same conclusion.

>

>> -----Original Message-----

>> From: Norman, Randy [SMTP:RNorman@BIORELIANCE.COM]

>> Sent: Tuesday, November 17, 1998 8:49 AM

>> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>> Subject:      Re: Cadaver Question #2

>>

>>         >Maybe we should get the educated opinion of someone who actually

>> fixes tissues/cadavers for a profession.  >They would probably be able to

>> give a more accurate answer than an industrial hygienist making

>> assumptions.

>>

>> I half agree. Assuming the IH knows nothing about microbiology and is

>> therefore violating his own code of ethics by rendering opinions on

>> matters

>> outside his area of expertise (which may be true), his opinion should be

>> discounted. However I would be careful in assuming that those exposed to

>> the

>> hazard day in and day out are automatically qualified to identify risks at

>> the low levels which we must control. I'd rather see a review of published

>> studies concerning the efficacy of various fixation techniques against

>> different etiologic agents. Those routinely exposed to a hazard, even in

>> laboratory and Healthcare environs, often underestimate risk and/or are

>> willing to accept more risk than their employers and/or OSHA would like.

>>

>> Randy Norman

>> Safety Specialist Sr.

>> (BSO, RSO, CHO, HSO, etc.)

>> BioReliance Corporation

>> Rockville, MD 20850

>> Rnorman@bioreliance.com <mailto:Rnorman@bioreliance.com>

>>

>> "Success is a journey, not a destination" - Ben Sweetland

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety
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Diane already mentioned phenol-formaldehyde disinfection of prions so I

won't go into that except to say that if it is done in the case in question

(as opposed to simply formaldehyde, no phenol) there's no CJD concern IF

it's done right.

As for the "yummy" comment and preceding? Neural tissue exists outside the

cranial cavity and thus CJD is a risk albeit slight, especially if

handwashing isn't up to snuff (and is it ever?) hence ingestion is a real

possibility. Yummy? I think not. But a real possiblity in an imperfect

world.

As for "proven" methods of infection: Look, injection into the eyeball isn't

a "proven" method of HIV infection either, but I'm not gonna try it, okay?

SMILE that was a joke!

Randy Norman

Safety Specialist Sr.

BioReliance Corporation

Rockville, MD 20850

Rnorman@bioreliance.com <mailto:Rnorman@bioreliance.com>

"Success is a journey, not a destination" - Ben Sweetland

        The agent that causes Creutzfeldt-Jacob disease is a prion.  Likes

        formaldehyde and is still viable in formaldehyde.  Therefore is

infectious.

        The only proven method of infection is ingestion of contaminated

neural

        tissue.  Not exactly yummy in my book.

        Bob
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True...prions associated with infectivity of C-J disease are unaffected by

formaldehyde.

Cheri Marcham wrote:

> Whoa - I think this is no time to slam an IH for saying if you don't know

> for sure, be on the safe side and protect yourself.  As a matter of fact, as

> an IH, I recall hearing several studies indicating that the agent

> responsible for Creutzfeldt-Jacob disease is NOT killed by the preservation

> method used for cadavers, which would lead me to the same conclusion.

>

> > -----Original Message-----

> > From: Norman, Randy [SMTP:RNorman@BIORELIANCE.COM]

> > Sent: Tuesday, November 17, 1998 8:49 AM

> > To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> > Subject:      Re: Cadaver Question #2

> >

> >         >Maybe we should get the educated opinion of someone who actually

> > fixes tissues/cadavers for a profession.  >They would probably be able to

> > give a more accurate answer than an industrial hygienist making

> > assumptions.

> >

> > I half agree. Assuming the IH knows nothing about microbiology and is

> > therefore violating his own code of ethics by rendering opinions on

> > matters

> > outside his area of expertise (which may be true), his opinion should be

> > discounted. However I would be careful in assuming that those exposed to

> > the

> > hazard day in and day out are automatically qualified to identify risks at

> > the low levels which we must control. I'd rather see a review of published

> > studies concerning the efficacy of various fixation techniques against

> > different etiologic agents. Those routinely exposed to a hazard, even in

> > laboratory and Healthcare environs, often underestimate risk and/or are

> > willing to accept more risk than their employers and/or OSHA would like.

> >

> > Randy Norman

> > Safety Specialist Sr.

> > (BSO, RSO, CHO, HSO, etc.)

> > BioReliance Corporation

> > Rockville, MD 20850

> > Rnorman@bioreliance.com <mailto:Rnorman@bioreliance.com>

> >

> > "Success is a journey, not a destination" - Ben Sweetland
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From:         Schlank Bliss BM <bliss.schlank@PHWILM.ZENECA.COM>

Subject:      Recombinant DNA information form ABSA's October meeting

I was unable to attend the last ABSA meeting in Florida.  I was

wondering if anyone attended any of the lectures on Recombinant DNA?

The ABSA web site states that the information/program will be available

soon.  Does anyone provide that information to me now?

Thank you.

Bliss M. Schlank

Biosafety Specialist

Zeneca Pharmaceuticals

1800 Concord Pike

LW Basement

Wilmington, DE 19850

(302)886-2185

FAX:(302)886-2909

email: bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com
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I've got a veterinary problem, that someone may have some experience with.

There is a push to anesthetized small animals (mainly rodents) in every

cubby hole in the institute with Isoflurane (newer anesthetic gas - no PEL

or TLV - about twice as toxic as Halothane).  There's grant money involved.

They're antsy.  Our safety problem is slowing them down.

Every piece of equipment they (vets and vet suppliers) come up with to

deliver the gas is designed great to get the rodent under and keep him

there peacefully - but is dubious as far as safety is concerned and has no

monitoring data on room air concentrations. They need to use rooms that

have other complex diagnostic equipment in them.  Usually these rooms have

minimal, if any, exhaust ventilation available and no vacuum lines.

We've tried one supplier's charcoal scavenging unit and the amt. of

isoflurane overwhelmed it.    We' did some monitoring. Human systems to

anesthetic gas scavenging won't work well for rodents b/c they're heads are

too small and the darn things won't hold still for a mask.  We now have a

PI designing a contraption that's suppose to dump the gas into the room

non-recirculated exhaust vent.    I checked it out with a hot-wire

anemometer, but it doesn't look real good.  I'm worried.  The veterinary

staff say that none of their colleagues seem to be worried that much about

staff exposures - so why are we?  Would any of you be concerned?

What would make me comfortable, is a simple, portable, inexpensive box

(probably something like a modified nose-only exposure chamber) that we

could balance with the in-room exhaust and the aerosol generator, to

contain the gas and still deliver a nose-only dose that won't overwhelm the

rodents.  It would have to leave access to the rodents body and head for

surgeries, imaging, radiation trmts, etc.   Have you seen anything?  Do you

know of anyone who's come up with something that might work in this

situation - manufacturer or user?

Judy Pointer, CBSP, MS

UT MD Anderson Cancer Center

Houston, TX 77030

jpointer@mdanderson.org
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A simple quick, down & dirty solution.....Get a glove box with really thin

gloves.  Open a vent on one side for fresh air.  Attache another vent to a

vacuum line.  this will allow for the introduction of outside equipment.

Can they do this in a chemical fume hood?

Bob

>I've got a veterinary problem, that someone may have some experience with.

>There is a push to anesthetized small animals (mainly rodents) in every

>cubby hole in the institute with Isoflurane (newer anesthetic gas - no PEL

>or TLV - about twice as toxic as Halothane).  There's grant money involved.

>They're antsy.  Our safety problem is slowing them down.

>

>Every piece of equipment they (vets and vet suppliers) come up with to

>deliver the gas is designed great to get the rodent under and keep him

>there peacefully - but is dubious as far as safety is concerned and has no

>monitoring data on room air concentrations. They need to use rooms that

>have other complex diagnostic equipment in them.  Usually these rooms have

>minimal, if any, exhaust ventilation available and no vacuum lines.

>

>We've tried one supplier's charcoal scavenging unit and the amt. of

>isoflurane overwhelmed it.    We' did some monitoring. Human systems to

>anesthetic gas scavenging won't work well for rodents b/c they're heads are

>too small and the darn things won't hold still for a mask.  We now have a

>PI designing a contraption that's suppose to dump the gas into the room

>non-recirculated exhaust vent.    I checked it out with a hot-wire

>anemometer, but it doesn't look real good.  I'm worried.  The veterinary

>staff say that none of their colleagues seem to be worried that much about

>staff exposures - so why are we?  Would any of you be concerned?

>

>What would make me comfortable, is a simple, portable, inexpensive box

>(probably something like a modified nose-only exposure chamber) that we

>could balance with the in-room exhaust and the aerosol generator, to

>contain the gas and still deliver a nose-only dose that won't overwhelm the

>rodents.  It would have to leave access to the rodents body and head for

>surgeries, imaging, radiation trmts, etc.   Have you seen anything?  Do you

>know of anyone who's come up with something that might work in this

>situation - manufacturer or user?

>

>Judy Pointer, CBSP, MS

>UT MD Anderson Cancer Center

>Houston, TX 77030

>jpointer@mdanderson.org

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 19 Nov 1998 09:37:16 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Amanda Dixon <adixon@RMWC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Anesthetic gas - rodents

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1"

The Stoelting Company sells a Fluovac isoflurane/halothane scavenger system

which recaptures the gases by vacuum during continuous flow gas

anesthetization.  It's not cheap, 2350.00, but it does keep the researcher

from exposure.

They would probably be knowledgeable about any type of "mask" or head

containment system for rodents too.

They can be reached at 630-860-9700 or http://www.stoeltingco.com and go

into their physiology section.

Amanda Dixon

Laboratory Technician

Randolph-Macon Woman's College

2500 Rivermont Ave.

Lychburg, VA  24503

email: adixon@rmwc.edu

phone: 804-947-8568

fax: 804-947-8138

-----Original Message-----

From: Judy Pointer [mailto:jpointer@NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU]

Sent: Thursday, November 19, 1998 9:15 AM

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject: Anesthetic gas - rodents

I've got a veterinary problem, that someone may have some experience with.

There is a push to anesthetized small animals (mainly rodents) in every

cubby hole in the institute with Isoflurane (newer anesthetic gas - no PEL

or TLV - about twice as toxic as Halothane).  There's grant money involved.

They're antsy.  Our safety problem is slowing them down.

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 19 Nov 1998 08:48:11 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Cheri Marcham <Cheryl-Marcham@OUHSC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Anesthetic gas - rodents

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

While we're on the isoflurane issue, is it considered a potential

reproductive hazard as many of the other anesthetic gases are?

I have one MSDS that says halothane is, but none of the references I have

indicate isoflurane is.

Help?

Cheri Marcham

The University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center
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I would appreciate any information the list can contribute pertaining to =

the following scenario.=20

 I work for a company involved with non-human primate behavioral =

research.  We are considering participating in a study that is going to =

require a population of primate infants be raised very closely to the =

way human infants are raised.  These primate infants will be taken from =

their mothers immediately after birth and therefore will not receive the =

antibody protection from their mother's milk.  Because of this, they =

will be susceptible to a host of diseases and possibly pass these =

diseases to the humans that are their caregivers.  The dilemma is that, =

if the primates are to be cared for as closely as possible to human =

infants, the caregivers cannot wear the standard N95 face mask that they =

are wearing now.  The reason for this is that the primate infants cannot =

observe the facial expressions of the caregiver if that caregiver is =

wearing anything over their face.  These primate infants are very =

susceptible to things such as strep pneumonia and meningococcal =

pneumonia, which is why I feel very uncomfortable allowing my employees =

to deal with the infants without facemasks. =20

I am hoping that someone on this list has encountered the same or a =

similar problem.  If not, what are your thoughts on the issue.  Please =

respond privately,  so not to clutter the list.  Thanks in advance.

Heather H. Gonsoulin

Occupational Health and Safety Officer

hah8377@usl.edu
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<SNIP>

 These primate infants are very susceptible to things such as strep

pneumonia and meningococcal pneumonia, which is why I feel very

uncomfortable allowing my employees to deal with the infants without

facemasks.

>Heather H. Gonsoulin

>Occupational Health and Safety Officer

>

>hah8377@usl.edu

>

Heather,

Are the primate infants at any greater risk of carrying these diseases then

a human infant?  If not, then there should not be any undue risk.  There is

a human vaccine for Strep. pneumo., perhaps the primate infants could

safely receive it.

Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

Assoc. Biosafety Officer

Mass. Inst. of Tech.

617-258-5647

rfink@mit.edu
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Oh how I pray I'm not opening too big a can of worms here, but does the

NIOSH certification for N95 respirators include biohazards other than M.

tuberculosis? To state the case with as much innocence as possible, I always

thought that where respirators are required, they must be approved by NIOSH

for that application, per 29 CFR 1910.134(d)(1)(ii). I know that the N95's

are okay for M. tuberculosis in certain specific circumstances, but are they

certified for a broader range of etiologic agents and circumstances?

Well as for this particular case, it should be noted that respirators are

designed and tested for their ability to protect the wearer not the patient.

Maybe the primates needs to wear N95s? Of course you can establish a more

rigorous medical monitoring program for all who will work with these

particular animals in order to exclude carriers of specific pathogens and

catch those who become carriers ASAP.

Randy Norman

Safety Specialist Sr.

BioReliance Corporation

Rockville, MD 20850

Rnorman@bioreliance.com <mailto:Rnorman@bioreliance.com>

"Success is a journey, not a destination" - Ben Sweetland

        -----Original Message-----

        From:   Heather Gonsoulin [SMTP:hah8377@USL.EDU]

        Sent:   Thursday, November 19, 1998 10:05 AM

        To:     BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

        Subject:        Respirator Dilemma

        I would appreciate any information the list can contribute

pertaining to the following scenario.

         I work for a company involved with non-human primate behavioral

research.  We are considering participating in a study that is going to

require a population of primate infants be raised very closely to the way

human infants are raised.  These primate infants will be taken from their

mothers immediately after birth and therefore will not receive the antibody

protection from their mother's milk.  Because of this, they will be

susceptible to a host of diseases and possibly pass these diseases to the

humans that are their caregivers.  The dilemma is that, if the primates are

to be cared for as closely as possible to human infants, the caregivers

cannot wear the standard N95 face mask that they are wearing now.  The

reason for this is that the primate infants cannot observe the facial

expressions of the caregiver if that caregiver is wearing anything over

their face.  These primate infants are very susceptible to things such as

strep pneumonia and meningococcal pneumonia, which is why I feel very

uncomfortable allowing my employees to deal with the infants without

facemasks.

        I am hoping that someone on this list has encountered the same or a

similar problem.  If not, what are your thoughts on the issue.  Please

respond privately,  so not to clutter the list.  Thanks in advance.

        Heather H. Gonsoulin

        Occupational Health and Safety Officer

        hah8377@usl.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 19 Nov 1998 10:45:07 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Francis Churchill <fchurchi@ESF.UVM.EDU>

Subject:      Mold in cell culture room

In-Reply-To:  <v03130301b164b558aaca@[128.115.59.50]>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

A researcher who works with Salmonella and cultures mamalian cells called

me because there is a mold smell in his tissue culture room.  His cultures

are all being overgrown.  He and one of his techs are reacting allergically

to the mold.  He hit me with lots of things that he wants to have done.

1. Formaldehyde gas the room - We have had this done on two previous

occassions and it makes me nervous.  We have also done a Clidox aerosol

spray of a room once, but that was an awful mess.

2. Install uv lights in the room.  I told him that we would need interlocks

on the door or another fail-safe so that the lights would go off if someone

were to walk in.  I'm also skeptical about the effectiveness of these

lights as there are boxes of tissue culture supplies stored in the room.

3.  He wants a HEPA filtered air cleaner placed in the room.   We use these

often for IAQ issues around campus with varying degrees of success.  It

can't hurt.

4. He wants to sterilize the incubators - including the insulation/water

jackets.

5. He wants to replace his BSC filters - I told him these could be

formaldehyde gassed for about 1/5 of the cost.

This room is about 8' square with one door which enters into his lab, which

must also have fungal growth.  It has 100% fresh air - no return.

Has anybody else dealt with fungal contamination of a tissue culture room?

Can we clean this room adequately without dumping poisonous gasses?  Any

advise on convincing him that we don't need to gas the area?

Any thoughts would be appreciated.  I'll summarize any private responses to

the list.

Francis

Alcohol and calculus don't mix.  Never drink and derive.

Francis Churchill, IHIT

University of Vermont - Environmental Safety Facility

655D Spear Street, Burlington, VT  05405-3010

(802) 656-5405

fchurchi@zoo.uvm.edu
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Maybe I need to clarify this dilemma a little.  What I am worried about =

is that the caregiver brings home something that is contracted from the =

primates (i.e. infant at home that develops meningitis!).  The primates =

can be given antibiotics as soon as they develop any symptoms, they are =

given weekly physicals.  However, if a caregiver's infant becomes ill it =

may not be take to the doctor right away.

Heather H. Gonsoulin

Occupational Health and Safety Officer

hah8377@usl.edu

------ =_NextPart_000_01BE13A4.04337CC0
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eJ8+IiYQAQaQCAAEAAAAAAABAAEAAQeQBgAIAAAA5AQAAAAAAADoAAEIgAcAGAAAAElQTS5NaWNy

b3NvZnQgTWFpbC5Ob3RlADEIAQ2ABAACAAAAAgACAAEEkAYA0AEAAAEAAAAQAAAAAwAAMAIAAAAL

AA8OAAAAAAIB/w8BAAAAUQAAAAAAAACBKx+kvqMQGZ1uAN0BD1QCAAAAAEEgQmlvc2FmZXR5IERp

c2N1c3Npb24gTGlzdABTTVRQAEJJT1NBRlRZQE1JVFZNQS5NSVQuRURVAAAAAB4AAjABAAAABQAA

AFNNVFAAAAAAHgADMAEAAAAYAAAAQklPU0FGVFlATUlUVk1BLk1JVC5FRFUAAwAVDAEAAAADAP4P

BgAAAB4AATABAAAAHgAAACdBIEJpb3NhZmV0eSBEaXNjdXNzaW9uIExpc3QnAAAAAgELMAEAAAAd

AAAAU01UUDpCSU9TQUZUWUBNSVRWTUEuTUlULkVEVQAAAAADAAA5AAAAAAsAQDoBAAAAHgD2XwEA

AAAcAAAAQSBCaW9zYWZldHkgRGlzY3Vzc2lvbiBMaXN0AAIB918BAAAAUQAAAAAAAACBKx+kvqMQ

GZ1uAN0BD1QCAAAAAEEgQmlvc2FmZXR5IERpc2N1c3Npb24gTGlzdABTTVRQAEJJT1NBRlRZQE1J

VFZNQS5NSVQuRURVAAAAAAMA/V8BAAAAAwD/XwAAAAACAfYPAQAAAAQAAAAAAAAC8V4BBIABABcA

AABSRTogUmVzcGlyYXRvciBEaWxlbW1hAPUHAQWAAwAOAAAAzgcLABMACgAEACMABAAoAQEggAMA

DgAAAM4HCwATAAkAOgAtAAQAZwEBCYABACEAAAAyN0M5MzQzODhGN0ZEMjExQThCNjAwMTA0QjJG

MEQ5RgAdBwEDkAYAJAsAACEAAAALAAIAAQAAAAsAIwAAAAAAAwAmAAAAAAALACkAAAAAAAMALgAA

AAAAAwA2AAAAAABAADkAwK0iTdYTvgEeAHAAAQAAABcAAABSRTogUmVzcGlyYXRvciBEaWxlbW1h

AAACAXEAAQAAABYAAAABvhPWTOc4NMkpf48R0qi2ABBLLw2fAAAeAB4MAQAAAAUAAABTTVRQAAAA

AB4AHwwBAAAAEAAAAGhhaDgzNzdAdXNsLmVkdQADAAYQBTAKgQMABxCEAQAAHgAIEAEAAABlAAAA

TUFZQkVJTkVFRFRPQ0xBUklGWVRISVNESUxFTU1BQUxJVFRMRVdIQVRJQU1XT1JSSUVEQUJPVVRJ

U1RIQVRUSEVDQVJFR0lWRVJCUklOR1NIT01FU09NRVRISU5HVEhBVElTQwAAAAACAQkQAQAAAA4I

AAAKCAAAABIAAExaRnU0+k1UAwAKAHJjcGcxMjVyMgxgYzEDMAEHC2BukQ4QMDMzDxZmZQ+STwH3

AqQDYwIAY2gKwHOEZXQC0XBycTIAAJIqCqFubxJQIDAB0IUB0DYPoDA1MDQUIfMB0BQQNH0HbQKD

AFAD1PsR/xMLYhPhFFATshj0FNB7BxMV5DUWTxdfE6EKYDcnGWIUohlGbGIEkHR1inMV5DcRjjIz

OBuE4iAHbSBDRRXkH/Ee/ecUQCAPIRV5cgKDDAERnVwxNhYxI18DgkcJ0Wu/JNQWMSVuDlAmjwNz

VAhwZyTUKcElbTg2Kd8hFEL9B0B0DeAk1A/AGo0f2AcT/SFmMiMhL30jFzD1JLYtAf8anCZIMPQn

6R7BNK4pxjD0/ytHH/E0rSz3MPQuiQ+QNz/3MFkd9SFnMDnfMuk+dyS1/jFCQDnvOFg+ditGQkAp

wV86D0DOLoYCkQjmOwlvMPVIv2UOMDVJ6ksBSr9Lyf9J1EvySl9OL03tTW9Ln0nv/xBgOcBTulTR

VI9VmUnUVcK/VC9X/1e9Vz9Vb1k0OQ5QH1yEXeFWA13gAoJzdHnqbAeQaAngdAAAE1AD8FBkY3Rs

CrFcYDhhlGRqHkB0BRBnaAVCO0JiDAFjCcBgQAMwc258ZXgbYAewBbAAwAJzc5kAUHNiMcABQHNh

E/D0XGsJ4HALkGAfYIMIYOtgcAuAZV+AdmdAAUBhe78MMGJEH/BlIASgC4BnOcHpYsZiYRtAZAIg

Y4BjJudfsGFwaXEgMV8TDlBkf/9lj2afAFFn3ACgYk5qX2tm/18ED8Bsb21/bo8OUGfPcO/bcf9r

kzMCghMQY2RAeYFPYXBrkC6wZ3AgRAEQYVJ1LqAgUArAYQnAYXBwaCBGAiFkBBphaX4tP2EBQGcQ

fhN072CDYj0LIHIJUIAyGtCAMnc0+1MhGzBwAdB7UmGfeH95hm8aUHxwBRACMC19EANhOoUtcG+F

kFN1YmoFkIJ0hZBEYXRlOmQE/y0Bff9/D4AfgS+CN1+ga4O/DiF5gWiWDlCDT4ReUmdh+RsxIEhr

cQSQZAQewYdv/4h/iY+Km2bvi58PkJdQCNDyYgqwdDh32g9UMcGNr8+EVZfgj7ALUHkvfSCKkP8L

EZAlHlNkQB/xkS+SP5NP/4qfgj+ZT5pfm2SFsoVUhoneOZ2fYR8DMJeTOaF/oo/hqIBEb2N1B4AC

MAXQv3zgeraghHuVDGAJUGMlEOOpiHsxSHlwBJCVUSgh/3rDlVBfUAGRX4AAAK8irxQ8ZW0LUYag

pjBd0DY59DkzAcA0H/CvIgCQsIHvr6WVk50glaJuGvCdEZWi1mqzhgIQbAkAd7OVX1BzCsABkHQz

IeG1FAqwY/8KYLMEC4ABAAIwAeGVk4agKWNgXCcPoCi4QTAp/wKCsxSrAB4BGtC4UF8BAgD6Ygcw

c3mBnLGxgJ0SuwJvtACvJQzBuwEguPKvMW76YQeAILohryKmMBRQE+DpD5A2N67Ib4/RYuEbUN+v

eL8WvY2+ywWgdbdhnSB/ZEBH8KayphCmUJ8xAYBu/4YQAGAJ8HuAquACAWPAjDJfwLDEkV9grkAO

UHYIkHc+a7chIyDGAgTwB0BlN78aYA4AnwJrYsdVAhBvBUKPG1ES8rBmIWA6XFyE4HpvfMFtfRAD

EAeQygBNkw3gA2BzbwGAIE8BIGsN4MCwXMu2RQDAAxAufXlQdLowG0CmUGMBlVJ4+wFAxGFuX7BI

0M1UfBS7sM4gEvMAgAWQbHZvgXSw/w5wY8DP4rVy0HK3JAHBz+E/GxAPcAAAdLAM0AGQIC7/rsTP

9g5Q0JIuoKag0Q/SH3/TLw/AdLAFgdTP1d/W72y7IyB0sGzUj9lP2lUp01yPx0HYP90f2lNiICgC

kf/eL9AjLQDb3+Cf4a/iv9BQ/x7A5ALQ3+Vv5n/TXB/w5A//6Y/qn+uv0FCl4OiP7h/vL7/wNAr5

AzCmD6cfqK17q2BieR4AIEkgY0AJgCBdvwAgu7AKwAaQefmwaK0EACBrkF+AbQDAINqgh5VQAkBf

gC4gIFcbEPcFQPlQynF3BbAIgWMAAaD9lSEg+pH6cPwR+nATgMbwfUjQZ3vBBcCfAGlxBCBo/wNw

E4DLYAeA+nFrsf2j+pH/BaACMHyg9iD5kQNS/eMboMcHcIaRBCAoaS77sQuAf3wgqzH8Ef9D/aMP

IJWxbx5wAJCrEWlxe6FzISn9+8FUAcrG8PWg+SH+cvWg/QMRabpgyJAN4ACQeSD/gX8Q4Afy/fH6

UAQlBzH6UHPueclwvwDFACwIpP5BBtXOdygBmxAB4Gh5DdHHAPpz+8FI9eCPwgpA+jD7MfP+N1PA

cXXIkP9xAtYeAP/CgBUSzODPkHugBKD5APlg/8iR+SG8AHSA+bL98sVyY7AKIPeUYZtweS4NCv31

AiAShRoXo4GQMf3x/rD6SPvAR3lgy2B8QMZQEoX8T2Oq8JexB5C9EM+QkDHPLqB9AAMQYwBTYcjR

CpCty7RyEvnGEGzH8GYZAPtrkEcweRviGTHGUF9Qz6EDE5eQIFlQRVJMSZBOSyAiNSBoOLFQnDdA

R1DM8EjgdSITW33PsmSGkBdgGOJoccZQOQAxIADQyep5+QC6zhGMggCqAKBLqQsCACAgASAhrAMD

ICEgIcAgtEYgIAYQICEb7QD//63e+yC0I48AR/A8UhkANUB8Uf9IEajyE5as5hvtJLQTphL2n/UD

9b/2zxpREo19ACzwAAADABAQAAAAAAMAERAAAAAAAwCAEP////9AAAcwgIXjfNUTvgFAAAgwgIXj

fNUTvgELAACACCAGAAAAAADAAAAAAAAARgAAAAADhQAAAAAAAAMAAoAIIAYAAAAAAMAAAAAAAABG

AAAAABCFAAAAAAAAAwAFgAggBgAAAAAAwAAAAAAAAEYAAAAAUoUAALcNAAAeACWACCAGAAAAAADA

AAAAAAAARgAAAABUhQAAAQAAAAQAAAA4LjAAAwAmgAggBgAAAAAAwAAAAAAAAEYAAAAAAYUAAAAA

AAALAC+ACCAGAAAAAADAAAAAAAAARgAAAAAOhQAAAAAAAAMAMIAIIAYAAAAAAMAAAAAAAABGAAAA

ABGFAAAAAAAAAwAygAggBgAAAAAAwAAAAAAAAEYAAAAAGIUAAAAAAAAeAEGACCAGAAAAAADAAAAA

AAAARgAAAAA2hQAAAQAAAAEAAAAAAAAAHgBCgAggBgAAAAAAwAAAAAAAAEYAAAAAN4UAAAEAAAAB

AAAAAAAAAB4AQ4AIIAYAAAAAAMAAAAAAAABGAAAAADiFAAABAAAAAQAAAAAAAAAeAD0AAQAAAAUA

AABSRTogAAAAAAMADTT9NwAA/8E=
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I would like some input from the Biosafty group regarding current requirements

under the OSHA Hazard Communication Standard for MSDSs on biological materials

(inactivated or live vaccines,monoclonal antibodies, interferons, ab test kits

with positive controls, IgG, etc.) Every time I have called OSHA regarding

whether or not an MSDS is required, I have been told that the MSDS is not done

for biologicals because they are not Hazardous Chemicals. However, those who

purchase these products write for the "required" MSDS, and they do not like

getting a "product insert" or a letter of explanation for not having one, so

companies cave-in and write an MSDS for them. The MSDS format for Hazardous

chemicals does not include a section which is appropriate for potential

infectivity or allergenicity (unless irritant applies). The authors of an MSDS

for a biological material will indicate that there is no hazard under section

1 (unless there is something like thimerosol as a preservative in it) but they

will indicate that there are some special first aid measures in Section 6,

and some worker protection, handling and clean-up precautions for Sections 7

and 9, as the only indication that there may be something of concern there.

Nowhere is the actual or potential hazard of the infectious agent mentioned.

So what good is this? If you are involved in writing such MSDSs, please let me

know why you do it. This boggles my mind. As far as I know there is no

requirement for a Biohazardous Agent or biological material MSDS. A product

insert is supposed to cover the hazards and the precautions to be used. I

realize that the UK and Canada have a regulation and a standard format for a

Biohazardous Agent MSDS, but our MSDS would not fit that format anyway. Your

replies can be sent directly to me by copying my e-mail address above rather

than clogging up the LISTSERV. I will then send a review of the replies to

all. I do wish more of you would do this so that we can reduce the clutter.

Thanks. Diane

Diane O. Fleming, Ph.D.

Biosafety Consultant

15611 Plumwood Court

Bowie, MD 20716-1434

Tel 301-249-3951

FAX 301-239-8837

email Dimerck@aol.com
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In Hong Kong, most engineers do the biosafety cabinets performance test

according to the British Standard Institution.  I am trained in Eagleson

Institute in USA and examined under the Field Certifier Accreditation

Program of NSF.

The engineer take the 100% reference directly from the aerosol generator and

scan the HEPA filter at range of 100 instead of 0.01.  The scanning rate is

same as the NSF.  As he was trained at the manufacturer in UK, I cannot

determine whether it is the standard technique in UK.

Can anyone familarize the procedures in UK?  I can be reached at email

"ulsoykwan@cuhk.edu.hk".

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

    Yu Kwan WAN,

    Safety Officer

    The Chinese University of Hong Kong

    Shatin, NT, Hong Kong

    Email:      ulsoykwan@cuhk.edu.hk

        ulsoykwan@hotmail.com

        ulsoykwan@medscape.com

                ulsoykwan@netscape.net

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 23 Nov 1998 09:57:57 -0200

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Roberto Aguilar Machado Santos Silva <rsilva@CNPSA.EMBRAPA.BR>

Organization: Embrapa - Suinos e Aves

Subject:      Respirators/Mycobacterium

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Dear colleagues,

I would like to receive informations on repirators used in Labs of

Mycobacterium Research.

Specifications and manufacturer.

Thanks a lot.

Roberto Aguilar M. S. Silva

Laboratory of Animal Health

EMBRAPA/CNPSA(Swine and Poultry National Research Center)

BR 153, km 110

Vila Tamandua,

CEP 89.700-000

 Concordia, SC,

Brazil
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The first step in resolving these indoor air quality problems is to isolate the

cause of the problem.  We typically look for moisture sources.  If this is not

obvious the problem may be from a source within the lab itself, since they are

growing things.  We are having a significant mold problem at one of our

Veterinary Sciences buildings.  They have been wiping down the ceiling and

walls for years.  Although we will not have the results of our air sampling for

another week, it appears that the fungus is being generated from within the

ventilation ducts.  This may have been the result of contamination that

occurred years ago.  I am not familiar with remediation techniques other than

disinfection with bleach or actual demolition of the contaminated structure,

although other disinfection procedures may exist.

Francis Churchill wrote:

> A researcher who works with Salmonella and cultures mamalian cells called

> me because there is a mold smell in his tissue culture room.  His cultures

> are all being overgrown.  He and one of his techs are reacting allergically

> to the mold.  He hit me with lots of things that he wants to have done.

> Any thoughts would be appreciated.  I'll summarize any private responses to

> the list.

> Francis

>

> Alcohol and calculus don't mix.  Never drink and derive.

>

> Francis Churchill, IHIT

> University of Vermont - Environmental Safety Facility

> 655D Spear Street, Burlington, VT  05405-3010

> (802) 656-5405

> fchurchi@zoo.uvm.edu

--

Fred McGuigan

Safety and Health Officer

Louisiana State University
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Hello all,

This is not your typical biosafety question but I'm hopeful that some of

you may have experience with Bouin's tissue fixative solution.

Here's the issue. We are handling several gallons per week of Bouin's

solution that contains picric acid. We're looking for safety related

information concerning the solution. It appears that few people have

addressed the potential hazards presented by fixing agents that contain

picric acid.

Our concerns are that spills or empty containers may evaporate leaving a

picric acid precipitate and the formation of unstable salts when the

solution comes into contact with metals. Containers of the solution do

not have warning labels that specifically address theses concerns.

Are these concerns reasonable or an over reaction? (Over the years we

have removed containers of dry picric acid from labs in sand filled

steel carts in order to detonate them away from buildings.)

Do you have warnings or labels for the Boiun's solution?

Thanks,

Mark Ferin, CIH

Parke-Davis Pharmaceutical Research

Mark.ferin@wl.com <mailto:Mark.ferin@wl.com>

(734) 622-7568
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Judy,

Flow Sciences, Inc. (1-800-849-3429, e-mail: flowsci@wilmington.net) has

ventilated work boxes that I think would work very well for your purpose if

you can connect them to the ventilation system.

Of that family of anesthetics, isoflurane is the most commonly used in

humans.  And it is commonly used for large animals where there are good

delivery systems developed (precision vaporizer).  It does not show the

hepatotoxicity that halothane has, it produces minimal cardiovascular

depression and it does not induce arrhythmias.  As far as I know it has no

human toxicity.  You might want to take a look at an article by Terry

Stimpfel and Ed Gershey published on the FASEB Journal 5:2099-2104 (April

1991), titled "Selecting anesthetic agents for human safety and animal

recovery surgery."  If you cannot find it I can fax you a copy if you send

me your fax number.

Esmeralda

At 08:14 AM 11/19/1998 -0600, you wrote:

>I've got a veterinary problem, that someone may have some experience with.

>There is a push to anesthetized small animals (mainly rodents) in every

>cubby hole in the institute with Isoflurane (newer anesthetic gas - no PEL

>or TLV - about twice as toxic as Halothane).  There's grant money involved.

>They're antsy.  Our safety problem is slowing them down.

>

>Every piece of equipment they (vets and vet suppliers) come up with to

>deliver the gas is designed great to get the rodent under and keep him

>there peacefully - but is dubious as far as safety is concerned and has no

>monitoring data on room air concentrations. They need to use rooms that

>have other complex diagnostic equipment in them.  Usually these rooms have

>minimal, if any, exhaust ventilation available and no vacuum lines.

>

>We've tried one supplier's charcoal scavenging unit and the amt. of

>isoflurane overwhelmed it.    We' did some monitoring. Human systems to

>anesthetic gas scavenging won't work well for rodents b/c they're heads are

>too small and the darn things won't hold still for a mask.  We now have a

>PI designing a contraption that's suppose to dump the gas into the room

>non-recirculated exhaust vent.    I checked it out with a hot-wire

>anemometer, but it doesn't look real good.  I'm worried.  The veterinary

>staff say that none of their colleagues seem to be worried that much about

>staff exposures - so why are we?  Would any of you be concerned?

>

>What would make me comfortable, is a simple, portable, inexpensive box

>(probably something like a modified nose-only exposure chamber) that we

>could balance with the in-room exhaust and the aerosol generator, to

>contain the gas and still deliver a nose-only dose that won't overwhelm the

>rodents.  It would have to leave access to the rodents body and head for

>surgeries, imaging, radiation trmts, etc.   Have you seen anything?  Do you

>know of anyone who's come up with something that might work in this

>situation - manufacturer or user?

>

>Judy Pointer, CBSP, MS

>UT MD Anderson Cancer Center

>Houston, TX 77030

>jpointer@mdanderson.org

>

>

********************************************

Esmeralda Party

Assistant Director

Biological & Radiation Safety Officer

The Rockefeller University

Laboratory Safety & Environmental Health

1230 York Avenue

New York, NY 10021

Phone: (212) 327-8324

Fax: (212) 327-8340

E-Mail: partye@rockvax.rockefeller.edu
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Be careful with any "decontamination" methods using "liquid" disinfectants.

 This is what most IAQ contractors recommend, but the liquid disinfectants

may be inactivated by the dirt, dust, and other organic materials present

and what is left is water in which the molds that are already present can

grow.  Using disinfectants often results in increased problems rather than

solving the problem.  First find out the reason for the mold in the area,

if it is really there, and then remediate by fixing the problem i.e.

getting rid of the moisture.  This may require significant renovation, but

no one knows until they have really found the problem.

John H. Keene, Dr.P.H.

Biohaztec Associates, Inc

Midlothian, VA

jkeene@erols.com
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Dear Heather:

I am not a behaviorist, but I have an idea from watching the Discovery=20

Channel and those who rear animals and want to return them to the wild=20

when they are self-sufficient [especially birds].  Xerox some human faces=

=20

smiling tenderly and attach the "smiley face" mouth area cut out to the=20

outer mask surface with hot glue so the NH primates see the handler's eyes=

=20

and upper face but the xerox below the eyes.  Remember, you have to=20

protect those eyes of the workers from exposure.

Just a thought, but I'll bet it will work and allow you to use the mask.

Another possibility is to build a flexible plastic 4 X4 foot flexible "wall=

"

with full arm glove inserts that would always be between the NH primate=20

and the handler and the animal.  Several companies make a full, light=20

weight side pack HEPA filtered 100% filtered air head cover with a=20

plastic head cover that allows the face to be seen.  They cost $$1,800=20

each but allow complete mobility with only the head cover and a long cord=

=20

to plug the air flow fan and HEPA to work during handling operations.

Joe Coggin Jr. Ph.D. RBP CBSP

On Thu, 19 Nov 1998, Heather Gonsoulin wrote:

> I would appreciate any information the list can contribute pertaining to =

the following scenario.=20

>=20

>  I work for a company involved with non-human primate behavioral research=

.  We are considering participating in a study that is going to require a p=

opulation of primate infants be raised very closely to the way human infant=

s are raised.  These primate infants will be taken from their mothers immed=

iately after birth and therefore will not receive the antibody protection f=

rom their mother's milk.  Because of this, they will be susceptible to a ho=

st of diseases and possibly pass these diseases to the humans that are thei=

r caregivers.  The dilemma is that, if the primates are to be cared for as =

closely as possible to human infants, the caregivers cannot wear the standa=

rd N95 face mask that they are wearing now.  The reason for this is that th=

e primate infants cannot observe the facial expressions of the caregiver if=

 that caregiver is wearing anything over their face.  These primate infants=

 are very susceptible to things such as strep pneumonia and meningococcal p=

neumonia, which is why I feel very uncomfortable allowing my employees to d=

eal with the infants without facemasks. =20

>=20

> I am hoping that someone on this list has encountered the same or a simil=

ar problem.  If not, what are your thoughts on the issue.  Please respond p=

rivately,  so not to clutter the list.  Thanks in advance.

>=20

> Heather H. Gonsoulin

> Occupational Health and Safety Officer

>=20

> hah8377@usl.edu

>=20
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Mark,

Go to the following website (http://hazard.com/msds/index.html) and search

for Bouin's.  You should find 4-5 MSDS listings.  Select the EM Diagnostics,

as it mentions picric acid.

> ----------

> From:         Ferin, Mark[SMTP:Mark.Ferin@WL.COM]

> Sent:         Monday, November 23, 1998 9:37 AM

> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:      Bouin's Solution

>

> Hello all,

>

> This is not your typical biosafety question but I'm hopeful that some of

> you may have experience with Bouin's tissue fixative solution.

>

> Here's the issue. We are handling several gallons per week of Bouin's

> solution that contains picric acid. We're looking for safety related

> information concerning the solution. It appears that few people have

> addressed the potential hazards presented by fixing agents that contain

> picric acid.

>

> Our concerns are that spills or empty containers may evaporate leaving a

> picric acid precipitate and the formation of unstable salts when the

> solution comes into contact with metals. Containers of the solution do

> not have warning labels that specifically address theses concerns.

>

> Are these concerns reasonable or an over reaction? (Over the years we

> have removed containers of dry picric acid from labs in sand filled

> steel carts in order to detonate them away from buildings.)

>

> Do you have warnings or labels for the Boiun's solution?

>

> Thanks,

> Mark Ferin, CIH

> Parke-Davis Pharmaceutical Research

> Mark.ferin@wl.com <mailto:Mark.ferin@wl.com>

> (734) 622-7568

>
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At 09:37 AM 11/23/98 -0500, Mark Ferin wrote:

<snip>

>Here's the issue. We are handling several gallons per week of Bouin's

>solution that contains picric acid. We're looking for safety related

>information concerning the solution. It appears that few people have

>addressed the potential hazards presented by fixing agents that contain

>picric acid.

>

>Our concerns are that spills or empty containers may evaporate leaving a

>picric acid precipitate and the formation of unstable salts when the

>solution comes into contact with metals. Containers of the solution do

>not have warning labels that specifically address theses concerns.

>

>Are these concerns reasonable or an over reaction?

According to the MSDS (see below), Bouin's can evaporate leaving dangerous

crystallized picric acid.

EM DIAGNOSTIC SYSTEMS -- S7716-6 FIXATION FLUID,BOUIN

MATERIAL SAFETY DATA SHEET

NSN: 655000F027070

Manufacturer's CAGE: 0GDF9

Part No. Indicator: A

Part Number/Trade Name: S7716-6 FIXATION FLUID,BOUIN

 ==========================================================================

                            General Information

 ==========================================================================

Company's Name: EM DIAGNOSTIC SYSTEMS INC

Company's Street: 480 DEMOCRAT RD

Company's City: GIBBSTOWN

Company's State: NJ

Company's Country: US

Company's Zip Code: 08027

Company's Emerg Ph #: 609-423-6300

Company's Info Ph #: 609-423-6300

Record No. For Safety Entry: 001

Tot Safety Entries This Stk#: 001

Status: SE

Date MSDS Prepared: 23OCT89

Safety Data Review Date: 16APR93

Preparer's Company: EM DIAGNOSTIC SYSTEMS INC

Preparer's St Or P. O. Box: 480 DEMOCRAT RD

Preparer's City: GIBBSTOWN

Preparer's State: NJ

Preparer's Zip Code: 08027

MSDS Serial Number: BQYZW

 ==========================================================================

                     Ingredients/Identity Information

 ==========================================================================

Proprietary: NO

Ingredient: FORMALDEHYDE, FORMALIN (2A CARCINOGEN BY NTP, IARC, OSHA)

INTENDED CHANGE

Ingredient Sequence Number: 01

Percent: 25

NIOSH (RTECS) Number: LP8925000

CAS Number: 50-00-0

OSHA PEL: SEE 1910.1048

ACGIH TLV: C 0.3 PPM; A2; 9293

-------------------------------------

Proprietary: NO

Ingredient: ACETIC ACID (GLACIAL)

Ingredient Sequence Number: 02

Percent: 5

NIOSH (RTECS) Number: AF1225000

CAS Number: 64-19-7

OSHA PEL: 10 PPM

ACGIH TLV: 25 MG/CUM

-------------------------------------

Proprietary: NO

Ingredient: PICRIC ACID IC=INTENDED CHANGES

Ingredient Sequence Number: 03

Percent: <1

NIOSH (RTECS) Number: TJ7875000

CAS Number: 88-89-1

OSHA PEL: 0.1 MG/CUM

ACGIH TLV: 0.1 MG/CUM=IC (SKIN)

 ==========================================================================

                     Physical/Chemical Characteristics

 ==========================================================================

 ==========================================================================

                      Fire and Explosion Hazard Data

 ==========================================================================

Extinguishing Media: CO2, DRY CHEMICAL

Unusual Fire And Expl Hazrds: FORMALDEHYDE GAS VAPORIZES FROM SOLUTIONS &

IS FLAMMABLE IN AIR. IF SOLUTION EVAPORIZES TO DRYNESS, PICRIC ACID

CRYSTALS ARE EXPLOSIVE.

 ==========================================================================

                              Reactivity Data

 ==========================================================================

Stability: YES

Cond To Avoid (Stability): STABLE IN LIQUID FORM. DON'T ALLOW TO

EVAPORATAE TO DRYNESS.

Materials To Avoid: OXIDIZERS

Hazardous Poly Occur: NO

 ==========================================================================

                            Health Hazard Data

 ==========================================================================

LD50-LC50 Mixture: ORAL LD50 (RAT): 2.96 GM/KG

Route Of Entry - Inhalation: YES

Route Of Entry - Skin: NO

Route Of Entry - Ingestion: YES

Health Haz Acute And Chronic: EYES: IRRITATION. SKIN: SENSITIZATION,

HARMFUL, VOMITING, NAUSEA.

Carcinogenicity - NTP: YES

Carcinogenicity - IARC: YES

Carcinogenicity - OSHA: YES

Explanation Carcinogenicity: SEE INGREDIENTS

Emergency/First Aid Proc: EYES: FLUSH W/PLENTY OF WATER. SKIN: WASH W/

SOAP & WATER. INHALATION: REMOVE TO FRESH AIR. INGESTION: OBTAIN MEDICAL

ATTENTION IN ALL CASES.

 ==========================================================================

                   Precautions for Safe Handling and Use

 ==========================================================================

Steps If Matl Released/Spill: MOP UP W/ABSORBENT PAPER TOWELS &

CONTAINERIZE.

Waste Disposal Method: DISPOSE OF IN ACCORDANCE W/LOCAL, STATE, & FEDERAL

REGULATIONS.

Precautions-Handling/Storing: STORE AT CONTROLLED ROOM TEMPERATURE (15-

30C). AVOID CONTACT W/EYES, SKIN & BREATHING OF VAPORS.

Other Precautions: KEEP SOLUTION COVERED. DON'T ALLOW EVAPORATION TO

DRYNESS. SOLUTION IS STABLE IN LIQUID FORM. IF THE SOLUTION IS ALLOWED TO

EVAPORATE TO DRYNESS THE PICRIC ACID CRYSTALS ARE EXPLOSIVE.

 ==========================================================================

                             Control Measures

 ==========================================================================

Respiratory Protection: RECOMMENDED

Ventilation: LOCAL EXHAUST

Protective Gloves: RECOMMENDED

Eye Protection: SAFETY GOGGLES

Work Hygienic Practices: WASH THOROUGHLY AFTER HANDLING.

 ==========================================================================

                            Transportation Data

 ==========================================================================

 ==========================================================================

                               Disposal Data

 ==========================================================================

 ==========================================================================

                                Label Data

 ==========================================================================

Label Required: YES

Technical Review Date: 16APR93

Label Date: 08APR93

Label Status: F

Common Name: FIXATION FLUID, BOUIN

Chronic Hazard: NO

Signal Word: WARNING!

Acute Health Hazard-Moderate: X

Contact Hazard-Moderate: X

Fire Hazard-None: X

Reactivity Hazard-Slight: X

Special Hazard Precautions: EYES: IRRITATION. SKIN: SENSITIZATION,

HARMFUL, VOMITING, NAUSEA. CARCINOGEN: FORMALDEHYDE. TARGET ORGANS: SKIN.

Protect Eye: Y

Protect Skin: Y

Protect Respiratory: Y

Label Name: EM DIAGNOSTIC SYSTEMS INC

Label Street: 480 DEMOCRAT RD

Label City: GIBBSTOWN

Label State: NJ

Label Zip Code: 08027

Label Country: US

Label Emergency Number: 609-423-6300

Year Procured: UNK

Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

Assoc. Biosafety Officer

Mass. Inst. of Tech.

617-258-5647

rfink@mit.edu
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A researcher who works with Salmonella and cultures mamalian cells called

me because there is a mold smell in his tissue culture room.  His cultures

are all being overgrown.  He and one of his techs are reacting allergically

to the mold.  He hit me with lots of things that he wants to have done.

..................

The most effective remedy for IAQ mold in any situtaion is to reduce the

relative humidity of the air (55% or lower).  You may have damp walls or

wall spaces somewhere that will need to be dried out and recalked or

refinished.  Check for leaks from outside the building.  If the mold spores

are not in the air supply source or the walls and only exists in the tissue

culture, he may have sources in his water jacketed incubator or water bath.

Both should be cleaned daily.

You can decon or gas till your blue in the face - untill you dry out the

source - it won't go away.

Judy Pointer

UT MD Anderson Cancer Center

jpointer@mdanderson.org
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Isoflurane may have less hepatotoxicity and cardiovascular effects than other

halogenated anesthetic gases (presumably because it is eliminated (exhaled?)

unmetabolized), but spontaneous abortions have been reported, and we consider

it to be a reproductive hazard.  NIOSH has set a 2 ppm exposure guideline

(60-min TWA) for all halogenated anesthetic gases.

In a study done in our labs (but not published), we found that the exposure

guideline was exceeded in every case if there was no auxiliary ventilation, or

if ventilated enclosures were used improperly (e.g., sash of a fume hood too

far open), or if there were leaks at the exposure source, or leaks of any

tubing.  When a ventilated enclosure was used properly, or well-designed local

exhaust ventilation  to the outside was provided, no gas was detected, even

using a very sensitive method with a heated-interface portable GC.

Chris Thompson, CBSP

Biosafety Officer

Eli Lilly & Company
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At 11:08 AM 11/23/98 -0500, John Keene wrote:

>Be careful with any "decontamination" methods using "liquid" disinfectants.

> This is what most IAQ contractors recommend, but the liquid disinfectants

>may be inactivated by the dirt, dust, and other organic materials present

You have to be careful regarding what disinfectant you use and what

concentration.  If there is a lot of grease, oil, dirt on the surfaces you

can use a quaternary ammonium or phenolic based disinfectant.  They both

work as detergents and are relatively unaffected by extraneous dirt.  One

can, or course, preclean with a detergent to remove the dirt. oil, grease.

Hypochlorite is quite adversely affected by organic material, organic

iodines are about 7 times less sensitive.

>and what is left is water in which the molds that are already present can

>grow.

Unless you are using an alcohol based disinfectant, it is always advisable

to dry the surfaces after cleaning.

>solving the problem.  First find out the reason for the mold in the area,

>if it is really there, and then remediate by fixing the problem i.e.

>getting rid of the moisture.  This may require significant renovation, but

>no one knows until they have really found the problem.

Cell culture rooms frequently have high humidity as the cells require this

and very little can be done to lower this.  Also these rooms frequently do

not have very good ventilation (at least the ones at MIT), so use caution

when applying disinfectants - keep the door open for ventilation.

Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

Assoc. Biosafety Officer

Mass. Inst. of Tech.

617-258-5647

rfink@mit.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 25 Nov 1998 09:55:50 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Schlank Bliss BM <bliss.schlank@PHWILM.ZENECA.COM>

Subject:      Blood separation and plasma use on robots and HPLC

Upon doing a risk assessment for the labs at my site, I found some

conflicting views concerning the use of blood and the use of plasma with

robots, HPLC instruments and ELISA instruments.

The blood is received from a phlebotomy lab and is taken in secondary

containment to the lab that will do the analysis.  The blood is centrifuged

in sealed cups and the top layer, plasma, is removed.  The rest is

decontaminated and disposed of.

The plasma is used for various studies on various instruments particular the

ones mentioned above.  These instrument are located on the open bench.  The

plasma aliquots used are 100 ul or less.  The instruments use 96 well plates

for the most part.  Are the lab personnel exposing themselves to any

aerosols from the instruments during the experiment?  Should there be a

plastic shield to protect the worker from any aerosols?  Should I be

concerned?

Thank you and have a great holiday!

Bliss M. Schlank

Biosafety Specialist

Zeneca Pharmaceuticals

1800 Concord Pike

LW Basement

Wilmington, DE 19850

(302)886-2185

FAX:(302)886-2909

email: bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com
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Hi all,

For those of you who like to follow the changes to shipping regulations, =

I have put together the following summary. The 1999 International Air =

Transport Association Dangerous Goods Regulations (40th edition) just =

became available. If anyone has any questions on these, please feel free =

to call me or email me directly. I will try to post a summary of all the =

questions that come my way on this to the listserver.

1999 IATA CHANGES

RE:  INFECTIOUS SUBSTANCES

The 40th Edition of the IATA Dangerous Goods Regulations is out. It =

becomes effective on January 1, 1999. A few significant changes have =

been made from the 39th Edition of the IATA DGR. There are new =

classification criteria for biological products as regulators now are =

separating the classification criteria of Diagnostic Specimens and =

Biological Products. Another big change is that shippers are no longer =

required to test samples as pathogen free before classifying diagnostic =

specimens as "Not Restricted."

These changes and a few others that are relevant to shippers of =

infectious substances are outlined below.

Packing Instruction 602

Third bullet in paragraph (a) regarding absorbent material has been =

changed. Solid infectious substances no longer require absorbent.

* other than for large body parts and whole organs which require special =

packaging, an absorbent material which must be placed between the =

primary receptacle(s) and the secondary packaging. Absorbent material is =

not required for solid substances.

A few wording changes have been made under Specific Requirements =

Substances shipped refrigerated or frozen. Although the intent is the =

same, IATA has clarified the use of overpacks to hold refrigerant.

Substances shipped refrigerated or frozen (wet ice, prefrozen packs, =

Carbon dioxide, solid [dry ice]): Ice, Carbon dioxide, solid (dry ice) =

or other refrigerant must be placed outside the secondary packaging(s) =

or alternatively in an overpack with one or more complete packages =

marked in accordance with 6.0.6 Interior support must be provided to =

secure the secondary packaging(s) in the original position after the ice =

or Carbon dioxide, solid (dry ice) has been dissipated. . .

Packing Instruction 650

The same changes to PI 602 are also reflected in PI 650. The same =

paragraph wording has been used as shown above. This does create a =

contradiction though. The specific requirements for substances shipped =

refrigerated with an overpack indicates that packages must be marked in =

accordance with 6.0.6. I have spoken with officials at IATA and they =

have indicated that this was a mistake. Whether refrigerated or not, PI =

650 packages do not require specification marking as outlined in 6.0.6.=20

PI 650 no longer applies to Biological Products. The first paragraph =

under General Requirements "Shippers of biological products and =

diagnostic specimens . . . must comply with these Regulations."  has =

been changed to:

General Requirements

Shippers of diagnostic specimens where a relatively low probability =

exists that infectious substances are present (diagnostic specimens =

being transported to undergo routine screening tests or for the purpose =

of initial diagnosis may be considered to fall under this category) must =

comply with these Regulations. The shipper must also ensure that =

shipments are prepared in such a manner that they arrive at their =

destination in good condition and that they present no hazard to persons =

or animals during shipment. The packaging must include:

Since PI 650 no longer applies to biological products, the marking =

requirements reflect this:

Each package and the "Nature and Quantity of Goods" box of the air =

waybill must show the test "DIAGNOSTIC SPECIMEN PACKED IN COMPLIANCE =

WITH IATA PACKING INSTRUCTION 650".

Biological Products

IATA now classifies biological products separately from diagnostic =

specimens. The definitions for diagnostic specimen and biological =

products remains the same. Diagnostic specimen classification also =

remains unchanged. However, biological products are now divided into =

three categories.

3.6.2.3 Classification of Biological Products=20

For the purposes of these Regulations, biological products as defined in =

3.6.2.1.3 are divided into the following groups:

(a) those which contain pathogens in Risk Group 1; those which contain =

pathogens under such conditions that their ability to produce disease is =

very low to none; and those known not to contain pathogens. Substances =

in this group are not considered infectious substances for the purposes =

of these Regulations and are not subject to the requirements for =

Division 6.2;

(b) those manufactured and packaged in accordance with the requirements =

of national governmental health authorities and transported for the =

purposes of final packaging or distribution, and use for personal health =

care by medical professionals or individuals. Substances in this group =

are not considered infectious substances for the purposes of these =

Regulations and are not subject to the requirements for Division 6.2; =

and

(c) those known or reasonably expected to contain pathogens in Risk =

Groups 2, 3 or 4 and which do not meet the criteria of 3.6.2.3(b) above. =

Substances in this group must be classified in Division 6.2 under UN =

2814 or UN 2900, as appropriate.

Those that fall in category (a) and (b) listed above are not restricted. =

Previously many of these samples would have fallen to PI 650. Also, the =

quantity limits in PI 650 only allowed up to 100 mL of a biological =

product per package. Quantity limits now only apply to infectious =

biological products (those in category (c) above) as outlined under UN =

2814 or UN 2900 as appropriate.

Diagnostic Specimens

The definition of a diagnostic specimen has changed slightly. In the =

past diagnostic specimens have only been those being "transported for =

the purpose of diagnosis." The definition provided in the 40th edition =

expands on this and includes substances "transported for diagnostic or =

investigational purposes." The three category classification of =

diagnostic specimens remains the same except it has been separated from =

that of biological specimens. Previously it was necessary to test a =

sample for pathogens in order to be considered under category (c) those =

known not to contain pathogens (not restricted). The testing requirement =

has been dropped and now diagnostic specimens can be considered for this =

category if there is no reason to suspect a pathogen is present.

3.6.2.4  Classification of Diagnostic Specimens

For the purposes of these Regulations, diagnostic specimens as defined =

in 3.6.2.1.4 are divided into the following groups:

(a)  those known or reasonably expected to contain pathogens in Risk =

Group 2, 3 or 4 and those where a relatively low probability exists that =

pathogens of Risk Group 4 are present. Such substances must be =

classified in Division 6.2 under UN 2814 or UN 2900, as appropriate. =

Specimens transported for the purposes of initial or confirmatory =

testing for the presence of pathogens fall within this group (see =

Packing Instruction 602);

(b)  those where a relatively low probability exists that pathogens of =

Risk Group 2 or 3 are present. Specimens transported for the purpose of =

routine screening tests or initial diagnosis for other than the presence =

of pathogens fall within this group (see Packing Instruction 650);

(c)   those known not to contain pathogens (not restricted).

Note:  Diagnostic Specimens should only be regarded as in (c) above if =

there is no reason to suspect a pathogen in Risk Group 2, 3 or 4 is =

present.

Eric Cook

Biological Technical Specialist

Saf-T-Pak, Inc.

1-800-814-7484

saftpak@compuserve.com

www.saftpak.com
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Whether the operation of HPLC and ELISA instruments would generate the

aerosol, I think the injection port is under negative pressue so that the

possibility is low.  However, the waste container may have the aerosol

because the liquid drops.   The HEPA filter would be connected to the waste

container.

If the operation only draw liquids into the instruments and there is no

mixing of aliquots (draw in and out of liquids) in the titre plate or any

wells, there is little aerosol.

Sometimes there will be drops of liquids drip out of the pipette tips or

automatic injection port because of loss of air tight.  You may consider

this fault.

YK Wan

At 09:55 AM 11/25/98 -0500, you wrote:

>Upon doing a risk assessment for the labs at my site, I found some

>conflicting views concerning the use of blood and the use of plasma with

>robots, HPLC instruments and ELISA instruments.

>

>The blood is received from a phlebotomy lab and is taken in secondary

>containment to the lab that will do the analysis.  The blood is centrifuged

>in sealed cups and the top layer, plasma, is removed.  The rest is

>decontaminated and disposed of.

>

>The plasma is used for various studies on various instruments particular the

>ones mentioned above.  These instrument are located on the open bench.  The

>plasma aliquots used are 100 ul or less.  The instruments use 96 well plates

>for the most part.  Are the lab personnel exposing themselves to any

>aerosols from the instruments during the experiment?  Should there be a

>plastic shield to protect the worker from any aerosols?  Should I be

>concerned?

>

>Thank you and have a great holiday!

>Bliss M. Schlank

>Biosafety Specialist

>Zeneca Pharmaceuticals

>1800 Concord Pike

>LW Basement

>Wilmington, DE 19850

>(302)886-2185

>FAX:(302)886-2909

>email: bliss_herzing@phwilm.zeneca.com

>

>

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

    Yu Kwan WAN,

    Safety Officer

    The Chinese University of Hong Kong

    Shatin, NT, Hong Kong

    Email:      ulsoykwan@cuhk.edu.hk

        ulsoykwan@hotmail.com

        ulsoykwan@medscape.com

                ulsoykwan@netscape.net

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 30 Nov 1998 08:45:26 +0100

Reply-To:     Mariusz Olejniczak <molej@friko.onet.pl>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Mariusz Olejniczak <molej@FRIKO.ONET.PL>

Subject:      Mayby stupid qestion

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

I'm interesting in Yours answer to question.

1) Can we or can we not use bovine serum and/or mouse cels (3T3) to plant

autologus patients cells, wich'll be use to cover wounds.

2) Could be some animals patogens transafer with serum  (BSE or worse do not

known patogens )

3) Are there posible some exchange betwen patogens ( like in flu)

4) What about pices of DNA.

5) Are there other danger

6) Do you now any regulations and artcile  bind with this problem. If yes

plase send it to me.

I ask You bacause I can some pople, whose send yes and some pople whose send

no for first question, but
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The CDC recently posted a notice in the Federal Register that Registration

Fees for the Select Agents program have been suspended for the current

fiscal year. Facilities that had paid fees from April 15, 1997 to the date

of the notice will be contacted regarding refunds. The announcement can be

found at the CDC web site: http://www.cdc.gov/od/ohs/lrsat/fr98.txt

Michael R. Betlach, Ph.D.

Biosafety Officer

Promega Corporation

2800 Woods Hollow Road

Madison, WI 53711

(608) 274-1181, Ext. 1270

(608) 277-2677  FAX

mbetlach@promega.com
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Dear BIOSAFTY folks:

I am editing a chapter for an IACUC handbook, which will be published in 1999.

I am soliciting information and opinions on the subject of occupational health

and infectious hazards (biosafety issues) as it pertains to animal research and

institutional animal use committee oversight. If you are familiar with your

IACUC and/or are involved in the biosafety approval process and animal project

review, please contact me directly at: stefan@msu.edu

I would like to ask you a number of questions in the next couple of weeks to

get a better understanding of procedures and practices at different

institutions and facilities in the U.S. If you are willing to assist, your help

is greatly appreciated.

Again, please contact me directly at: stefan@msu.edu or give me a call at (517)

355-6503.

Thank you very much.

Stefan Wagener, Ph.D., CBSP

Michigan State University
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Stefan-Joe Gyuris and I would be pleased to help.  You can email the

questions or call me at 215-652-0744.  Merck handles IACUC protocols in a

similar fashion at each site, so the answers from either of us will

generally be the same.

Hope you get a good response rate.

Paul

Paul J. Meechan, Ph.D.

Biosafety Manager, WP

Merck & Co., Inc.

215-652-0744

meechan@merck.com

> ----------

> From:         Stefan Wagener[SMTP:stefan@PILOT.MSU.EDU]

> Sent:         Tuesday, December 01, 1998 2:54 PM

> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:      IACUC and Biosafety?

>

> Dear BIOSAFTY folks:

> I am editing a chapter for an IACUC handbook, which will be published in

> 1999.

> I am soliciting information and opinions on the subject of occupational

> health

> and infectious hazards (biosafety issues) as it pertains to animal

> research and

> institutional animal use committee oversight. If you are familiar with

> your

> IACUC and/or are involved in the biosafety approval process and animal

> project

> review, please contact me directly at: stefan@msu.edu

>

> I would like to ask you a number of questions in the next couple of weeks

> to

> get a better understanding of procedures and practices at different

> institutions and facilities in the U.S. If you are willing to assist, your

> help

> is greatly appreciated.

>

> Again, please contact me directly at: stefan@msu.edu or give me a call at

> (517)

> 355-6503.

>

> Thank you very much.

>

> Stefan Wagener, Ph.D., CBSP

> Michigan State University

>
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Thank you very much for the quick response. I have already received feedback

from 11 people and still counting. I will get in touch with all of you over the

next couple of days for some of these questions I have. Thanks again and have a

great day (evening).

Stefan :-)

At 03:18 PM 12/1/98 -0500, you wrote:

>Stefan-Joe Gyuris and I would be pleased to help.  You can email the

>questions or call me at 215-652-0744.  Merck handles IACUC protocols in a

>similar fashion at each site, so the answers from either of us will

>generally be the same.

>Hope you get a good response rate.

>Paul

>Paul J. Meechan, Ph.D.

>Biosafety Manager, WP

>Merck & Co., Inc.

>215-652-0744

>meechan@merck.com

>

>> ----------

>> From:         Stefan Wagener[SMTP:stefan@PILOT.MSU.EDU]

>> Sent:         Tuesday, December 01, 1998 2:54 PM

>> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>> Subject:      IACUC and Biosafety?

>>

>> Dear BIOSAFTY folks:

>> I am editing a chapter for an IACUC handbook, which will be published in

>> 1999.

>> I am soliciting information and opinions on the subject of occupational

>> health

>> and infectious hazards (biosafety issues) as it pertains to animal

>> research and

>> institutional animal use committee oversight. If you are familiar with

>> your

>> IACUC and/or are involved in the biosafety approval process and animal

>> project

>> review, please contact me directly at: stefan@msu.edu

>>

>> I would like to ask you a number of questions in the next couple of weeks

>> to

>> get a better understanding of procedures and practices at different

>> institutions and facilities in the U.S. If you are willing to assist, your

>> help

>> is greatly appreciated.

>>

>> Again, please contact me directly at: stefan@msu.edu or give me a call at

>> (517)

>> 355-6503.

>>

>> Thank you very much.

>>

>> Stefan Wagener, Ph.D., CBSP

>> Michigan State University

>>
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Stephan:  A follow up to an e mail I just sent you.  It is important, as

you know, that when something gets written into a text like you are

preparing, it can become the basis for sometimes extreme applications. I

encourage you to be sure what you publish represents a concensus opinion

and I am sure that is what spurred you to seek ABSA input.  This is a

very touchy issue. NIH management at the highest level assured me that

the trend is to ease off on OHP unless the risk involved at a given

institution matches the OHP selected and the cost of such a program in

time to comply, cost, real protection provided vs what is actually needed

etc.is carefully considered.  Including small rodent users and workers

who lack significant contact with animals with some NH primates and other

large feral animals in extensive OHPs is very costly and is not required

by any recognized govt agency, rDNA or BMBL or other recognized rules or

guidelines.

Please consider this fact as you draft this important chapter as it can

be abused by some to gain control of OHP staff and serum storage

equipment, worker inventories,  and medical records.  Medicine

departments can use it a source of revenue far above it value to generate

real safety an drive up already high animal costs.

Joe Coggin
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Under the BOCA and/or NFPA schemes, what does everybody feel is the

appropriate facility/occupancy classification for a Biomanufacturing

facility?

Note that "Use Group B" or "Business" Occupancy is for retail stores,

offices,  and (oddly enough) (in NFPA 101 they say "instructional")

laboratories. I am more inclined to assign an "Industrial" classification to

the manufacture (the operative word IMHO) of Bio-pharmaceuticals.

"Industrial" classification refers to the wide variety of manufacturing

settings including food processing plants and the like. In the situation I

am considering, "Business" classification has been proposed because the

materials produced (definitely large scale rDNA and not research lab scale)

are used in Clinical Trials elsewhere and so it's being called a type of

"research laboratory". In my opinion the basic nature and degree of hazards

posed are at best similar to the pharmaceutical pilot plant, which OSHA

(though not BOCA nor NFPA) clearly distinguishes from the laboratory. At

this point it seems to me the question hinges on whether the operation is

more like a lab or more like a manufacturing plant in terms of the nature

and degree of hazard. While rDNA is not found in your usual manufacturing

plant, they'll be handling quantities of hazardous materials that generally

greatly exceed bench scale lab work. The nature of the operation and

apparatus used is also not really what you'd find in a strictly R&D lab.

Okay now I'll stop trying to convince you.

It shouldn't matter really, but let's just say the County Fire Marshall has

been classifying other biopharmaceutical facilities as "Group B- Business",

and I am worried this may be inappropriate for the protection of their

employees and property. Hmmmmm.... A quandry.

If I can get away with holding back on the details for proprietary reasons

I'd like to, so let's see what y'all have to say. Maybe folks would be

willing to tell what their Biopharmaceutical manufacturing plants are

classed as?

Randy Norman

Safety Specialist Sr. (RSO, BSO, CHO, HSO, Ho Ho Ho Merry Christmas!)

BioReliance Corporation

Rockville, MD 20850

Rnorman@bioreliance.com <mailto:Rnorman@bioreliance.com>

"Success is a journey, not a destination" - Ben Sweetland
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I'm interesting in Yours answer to question.

1) Can we or can we not use bovine serum and/or mouse cels (3T3) to plant

autologus patients cells, wich'll be use to cover wounds.

2) Could be some animals patogens transafer with serum  (BSE or worse do not

known patogens )

3) Are there posible some exchange betwen patogens ( like in flu)

4) What about pices of DNA.

5) Are there other danger

6) Do you now any regulations and artcile  bind with this problem. If yes

plase send it to me.

I ask You bacause I can some pople, whose say yes and some pople whose say

no for first question.
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Judy Pointer <jpointer@NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU>

Subject:      Hospital drinking water supply

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Need your help to make a decision.

We've got a new hospital bldg. mostly for immuosuppressed patients.  Trying

to decide if, b/f we move in, we need to do something special to the

potable water supply (tertiary trmt) to minimize transmission of nosocomial

infections.

We're considering:

UV water disinfecting systems

Silver ion treatment systems

terminal or central filtration systems

We have no definitive data that nosocomial infections are associated with

the water supply (i.e. cryptosporidium, etc.).  BUT we want to do the most

we can as a general prophylactic measure while we still have a clean

system.

Have any of you had experience with these systems?  Know of any outbreaks

or can you give references to papers discussing them or the above systems.

What works, what doesn't?

Please copy Dr. Tarrand, are Infection Control Officer, at

jtarrand@mdanderson.org  and me at

jpointer@mdanderson.org, if you don't want to post to the full newsgroup.

Judy Pointer

UTMDACC, EH&S

Houston, TX 77346

713 745-1423, fax 713 745-1523

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 7 Dec 1998 08:53:40 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Joseph H. Coggin Jr." <jcoggin@JAGUAR1.USOUTHAL.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Hospital drinking water supply

In-Reply-To:  <862566D0.007593A7.00@utm-notes-m2.mdacc.tmc.edu>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

Judy:

If a patient is known to be immunosuppressed [presumably due to Chemo or

radiation or immune deficient by genetic disorder], give them sterile

bottled water for consumption, don't mess with some expensive,

maintenance heavy, extra treatment of municipal water.  You will then

need to monitor the microbial content and there is another bag of worms!

Once you "mess with the municipal water flora", then you assume

responsibility for its quality and proof of its quality.

Bathing water for immunosuppressed patient's, save those with burns, is

unlikely a problem using commercial water supplies, properly chlorinated

and managed.

You said it yourself.  What data support concern about munipical water as

sources of significant infection risk for immunosuppressed persons?  I

would have the water checked at a common entry point monthly [usually no

charge if sent to the local or state health department for coliforms and

Cryptosporidium], if the latter is suspect as a problem.  No cost but good

quality control for a hospital any way.

Unless you are using unregulated water in the new facility, I think you

are wasting money and building in abnormal costly and legal liability in

these systems for such an unknown and unpredictable risk. The

"disinfection" system you buy probably won't reliably do what you want

after a year or so with any real warranty and using older pipes as the

building ages.

One person's opinion.  Good luck!

Joe Coggin, Jr. Ph.D.,CBSP

On Fri, 4 Dec 1998, Judy Pointer wrote:

> Need your help to make a decision.

>

> We've got a new hospital bldg. mostly for immuosuppressed patients.  Trying

> to decide if, b/f we move in, we need to do something special to the

> potable water supply (tertiary trmt) to minimize transmission of nosocomial

> infections.

> We're considering:

> UV water disinfecting systems

> Silver ion treatment systems

> terminal or central filtration systems

>

> We have no definitive data that nosocomial infections are associated with

> the water supply (i.e. cryptosporidium, etc.).  BUT we want to do the most

> we can as a general prophylactic measure while we still have a clean

> system.

>

> Have any of you had experience with these systems?  Know of any outbreaks

> or can you give references to papers discussing them or the above systems.

>

> What works, what doesn't?

>

> Please copy Dr. Tarrand, are Infection Control Officer, at

> jtarrand@mdanderson.org  and me at

> jpointer@mdanderson.org, if you don't want to post to the full newsgroup.

>

> Judy Pointer

> UTMDACC, EH&S

> Houston, TX 77346

> 713 745-1423, fax 713 745-1523

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 7 Dec 1998 13:46:09 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: positon ad for Biosafety

In-Reply-To:  <3.0.2.32.19981204123426.01347b10@hesiod>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Just send it to biosafty@mitvma.mit.edu

Richie.

At 12:34 PM 12/4/98 -0500, you wrote:

>Richie,

>I'd like to post the ad for Linda's old position on Biosafty.  Let me know

>what to do to make that happen.  REgards, Claudia

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 8 Dec 1998 09:26:09 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Gerry.Griffin" <Gerry.Griffin@MED.NYU.EDU>

Subject:      chemo drug experiments

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII

How are others dealing with disposal of bedding/animal waste for animals

injected with human tumors and then treated with antineoplastics?

Currently our standard procedure for BSL2 work is that the cage gets

autoclaved and contents dumped.  We're concerned about autoclaving

excreted chemo drugs and are thinking of making a protocol where contents

are dumped and incinerated although we don't (yet) have a nice cage

changing station.  Researchers claim that very little is excreted and that

metabolites are inactive.  What are others doing?  Respond to me directly

and i'll summarize.  Thanks in advance.

----------------------------------------

Gerry Griffin

Environmental Services

Email: Gerry.Griffin@med.nyu.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 8 Dec 1998 09:15:41 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Norman, Randy" <RNorman@BIORELIANCE.COM>

Subject:      Re: chemo drug experiments

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1"

The incineration contractor we use for our animal waste specifically states

that they can legal handle "chemotherapy wastes". So the local medical waste

incineration contractor may be able to handle this for you legally and

appropriately. Around here BFI is almost the only game in town for this

service. Hope this helps!

Randy Norman

Safety Specialist Sr.

BioReliance Corporation

Rockville, MD 20850

Rnorman@bioreliance.com <mailto:Rnorman@bioreliance.com>

"Success is a journey, not a destination" - Ben Sweetland

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 8 Dec 1998 11:56:58 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Leonard, Thomas" <tleonard@WISTAR.UPENN.EDU>

Subject:      To Bank or Not to Bank

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

We maintain a bank of entrance and exit serum samples for every employee.

The serum banking program has existed since the mid-70s with a few minor

procedural changes. Senior staff support the practice and point to a few

historical instances where we've benefited from its existence. I've heard

random controversial rumblings regarding this practice but have yet to hear

a strong arguement in opposition.

For those of you who have ceased the practice of serum banking or who have

had the support to start a bank but have opted not to, I would appreciate

hearing your rationale.

Thanks, Tom

R. Thomas Leonard, M.S.

Safety Officer

The Wistar Institute

3601 Spruce Street

Philadelphia, PA 19104

tleonard@wista.wistar.upenn.edu

215-898-3712

Fx:215-898-3868

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 8 Dec 1998 11:38:54 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Joseph H. Coggin Jr." <jcoggin@JAGUAR1.USOUTHAL.EDU>

Subject:      Re: To Bank or Not to Bank

In-Reply-To:  <3.0.1.32.19981208115658.00b458e0@wista.wistar.upenn.edu>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

Unless your personnel are using BS-3 level agents or higher pathogens or

biohazardous material that might contain such pathogens and old, stored

sera can reasonably be predicted to reveal infection relevant data [eg.,

IgM antibody specific for the pathogen compared to a base-line, reference

serum or identification of a serum antigen like HBVsAg], it is unlikely to

be helpful to store sera.  Such storage is often poor, cost-ineffective

for BSL-2 agents, except in some circumstances where a given BL-2 agent is

grown in large volumes or under conditions where aerosols could transmit

the agent and might occur accidently as with pressurized equipment, and when

most individuals are unlikely to have normal exposure and antibody to the

agent/pathogen as adults.  According to the BMBL and biosafety reference

texts, the PI on a project can require serum storage if he/she has cause

to believe it worthwhile to trace an exposure, but most programs are

eliminating serum storage except as above indicated.  I don't know if

CDC&P has come up with any variance to their old recommendations related

to specific pathogens, but I am not aware of anything new.

Unless you have known, useful tests to measure antigen or antibody

specific for the pathogen or group of pathogens likely to be a problem

and the assay works with old stored sera and the sera are correctly stored

and labeled and inventoried, what good are they?  Also, legally what do

you do with sera when a worker leaves your employ.  If you throw it away,

and later the individual complains of some disease or tumor that they

develop, you may have a serious legal problem!

Also, if you plan to collect sera on all workers handling experimental

animals including rodents or handling microbes in the lab with periodic

new sample collection every few years, prepare to dedicate a significant

budget to staff to inventory the sera, care for it if frozen at ultralow

temps as is often recommended, are willing to run endless batteries of

tests on it in some legal situations, can establish policies and

procedures for its testing and discard over time and make a massive

investment in freezers and their maintenance, etc, I recommend not

doing it unless specifically mandated by a sponsor like NIH or CDC.

Again, if specific guidelines like those for some agents listed in the

BMBL require it, you must do it for those at risk,  but not for

everybody working in your other labs.  Any institution can set its

policies to require it, but can doing so be risk-benefit likely to

give helpful results?

That's what I think is the current "philosophy" on serum banking in

Universities, PH labs, Pharmaceutical companies, research companies and the

like where serum banking has been evaluated recently, and possibly for many

government agencies.  The key questions I would ask are:  Is there a

specific written regulation that it [SB] must be done for specific

biohazards ?  Are there serologic tests that work with aged serum

available to test for something specific related to the biohazards?

Will the testing help resolve a real exposure incident?  What is the

general population normal titer to non-occupational exposure to the

pathogen in question?  Is an early antibody [IgM] test available and

reliable to screen the sera?  Will workers using specific agents be

"titered" before work and what will happen if they have initial screen

reactivity?  What do you do with the untested sera when somebody

leaves you employ?  What is the risk-benefit projection?

This is one person's opinion, remember!

Regards.

Joe Coggin, Jr. Ph.D., RBP, CBSP

jcoggin@jaguar1,usouthal.edu

(334) 360-6314

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 8 Dec 1998 14:27:22 EST

Reply-To:     speaker@ehs.psu.edu

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Curt Speaker <speaker@SAFETY-1.SAFETY.PSU.EDU>

Organization: University Safety - Penn State Univ

Subject:      Re: To Bank or Not to Bank

In-Reply-To:  <3.0.1.32.19981208115658.00b458e0@wista.wistar.upenn.edu>

Tom:

Having held your position (Safety Officer at Wistar) before you did,

I can shed a little light on the value of the serum banking program.

There were two instances where the samples proved to be useful.  In

the first instance, someone working in a lab with Herpes Simplex

Virus came down with an acute viral attack.  He complained that it

was from a lab exposure, but review of his culture practices over the

past month did not point to anything that we could pin down

as an exposure incident.  So we pulled the serum sample and had it

titered.  Sure enough, the same exact strain of HSV was in his

baseline serum, indicating to us that the current attack was the

result of a previous infection outside the workplace.

The second involved a post doc who did a fair bit of work with avian

species in the animal facility came down with a cryptococcus

infection.  Analysis of the baseline serum sample showed no evidence

of previous exposure to the organism.  While exposure to pidgeon

droppings outside of the work area could not be ruled out (we are

talking about Philadelphia here :-), the lack of evidence of previous

infection suggested that there we a reasonable likelyhood that the

exposure could be occupationally related.

To touch on what Joe Coggin said, remember that serum sampling is

required at BL3 but recommended at BL-2, with consideration being

given to the agent being handled.

I believe that serum banking is useful, especially for areas doing

viral research.  It may prove a bit less useful in bacteriological

work, but in those cases it is easy enough to obtain an acute and

convelescent serum sample and compare the two.  Serological sampling

is really a double-edged sword:  It can protect the employer and the

employee both.

I have been fighting to establish a serum banking program here at

Penn State since I got here.  I have estimated the start-up cost to

be about $10,000 with an annual cost to maintain the program of about

$500/year after the initial outlay of money.  This is partly to do

with the fact that there is very little virus working going on here,

and that our Health Service office would take care of drawing the

blood, spinning it down, and placing the serum into cryo-storage

vials that we would provide (their cost for this service is

$15/person).

With the onset of PCR, I think serum banking could prove to be even

more beneficial, with the possibility of more sensitive testing to

detect low level exposures and those that occured months previous. IF

an infectious agent is found, RFP can be done on it to determine if

it is homologous to the experimental material.   But these serum

samples would technically become medical records and should be under

the same time requirements for holding after a person leaves the

place of employment.  I do not believe that using these samples as

preemployment screening tools is at all proper, or even ethical.

Again, just one man's opinion... Curt

Curt Speaker

Biosafety Officer

Penn State University

Environmental Health and Safety

speaker@ehs.psu.edu

http://www.ehs.psu.edu

^...^
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Date:         Tue, 8 Dec 1998 16:24:00 EST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Mann <MANN.RICHARD@NORTHPORT.VA.GOV>

Subject:      Copy of: Returned mail: Host unknown (Name server: listserv.mitv

I have an investigator who is doing Hepatitis C research.

His program uses serum from known positive case and involves centrifuging,

pipetting, and other common practices.

My question is this does he need to do all his centrifuging etc in a BSL2

cabinet or can he work table top with a basic centrifuge.

Yes, there is the risk of aerosolization it is a centrifuge and yes he

uses normal vacutainers.

His pipetting is done on an open bench with personnel wearing "face

shields, lab coat and gloves (nitril, tech is allegic to latex).

What precautions should this lab be taking ?

Thank you in advance

Richard Mann, DVM

Chair, Safety Committee R&D

VA Northport

e-mail mann.richard@northport.va.gov

--LAA24203.913146279/deptvasf-bh.va.gov--
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Date:         Tue, 8 Dec 1998 23:59:23 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Esmeralda Party <partye@ROCKVAX.ROCKEFELLER.EDU>

Subject:      Re: chemo drug experiments

In-Reply-To:  <SIMEON.9812080909.A@envser4.med.nyu.edu>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Gerry,

At 09:26 AM 12/8/1998 -0500, you wrote:

>How are others dealing with disposal of bedding/animal waste for animals

>injected with human tumors and then treated with antineoplastics?

We do not autoclave the cages or waste, we incinerate them and clean the

cages with paper towels wetted with a detergent such as Micro before

returning them to the regular cage wash facility.

********************************************

Esmeralda Party

Assistant Director

Biological & Radiation Safety Officer

The Rockefeller University

Laboratory Safety & Environmental Health

1230 York Avenue

New York, NY 10021

Phone: (212) 327-8324

Fax: (212) 327-8340

E-Mail: partye@rockvax.rockefeller.edu
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Date:         Wed, 9 Dec 1998 08:14:10 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Chuck Myers <myerscj@EARTHLINK.NET>

Subject:      Re: chemo drug experiments

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=ISO-8859-1

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Randy,

Would you have any interest in equipment that uses an electron beam

technology to sterilize these types of wastes?

www.biosterile.com

Chuck

----------

> From: Norman, Randy <RNorman@BIORELIANCE.COM>

> To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject: Re: chemo drug experiments

> Date: Tuesday, December 08, 1998 9:15 AM

>

> The incineration contractor we use for our animal waste specifically

states

> that they can legal handle "chemotherapy wastes". So the local medical

waste

> incineration contractor may be able to handle this for you legally and

> appropriately. Around here BFI is almost the only game in town for this

> service. Hope this helps!

>

> Randy Norman

> Safety Specialist Sr.

> BioReliance Corporation

> Rockville, MD 20850

> Rnorman@bioreliance.com <mailto:Rnorman@bioreliance.com>

>

> "Success is a journey, not a destination" - Ben Sweetland
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Date:         Wed, 9 Dec 1998 08:16:11 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Chuck Myers <myerscj@EARTHLINK.NET>

Subject:      Re: chemo drug experiments

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=ISO-8859-1

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Gerry,

BioSterile Technology manufacturers equipment that uses an electron beam

technology to sterilize these types of wastes.

www.biosterile.com

Chuck

----------

> From: Gerry.Griffin <Gerry.Griffin@MED.NYU.EDU>

> To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject: chemo drug experiments

> Date: Tuesday, December 08, 1998 9:26 AM

>

> How are others dealing with disposal of bedding/animal waste for animals

> injected with human tumors and then treated with antineoplastics?

> Currently our standard procedure for BSL2 work is that the cage gets

> autoclaved and contents dumped.  We're concerned about autoclaving

> excreted chemo drugs and are thinking of making a protocol where contents

> are dumped and incinerated although we don't (yet) have a nice cage

> changing station.  Researchers claim that very little is excreted and

that

> metabolites are inactive.  What are others doing?  Respond to me directly

> and i'll summarize.  Thanks in advance.

>

> ----------------------------------------

> Gerry Griffin

> Environmental Services

> Email: Gerry.Griffin@med.nyu.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 9 Dec 1998 08:34:37 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Norman, Randy" <RNorman@BIORELIANCE.COM>

Subject:      Re: chemo drug experiments

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1"

Chuck, Thanks I'll check this out. However, at $ 0.25 per pound it will be

hard to beat incineration. But I certainly need to be aware of this

technology!

Again, thanks!

Randy Norman

Safety Specialist Sr.

BioReliance Corporation

Rockville, MD 20850

Rnorman@bioreliance.com <mailto:Rnorman@bioreliance.com>

"Success is a journey, not a destination" - Ben Sweetland

        -----Original Message-----

        From:   Chuck Myers [SMTP:myerscj@EARTHLINK.NET]

        Sent:   Wednesday, December 09, 1998 8:14 AM

        To:     BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

        Subject:        Re: chemo drug experiments

        Randy,

        Would you have any interest in equipment that uses an electron beam

        technology to sterilize these types of wastes?

        www.biosterile.com

        Chuck

        ----------

        > From: Norman, Randy <RNorman@BIORELIANCE.COM>

        > To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

        > Subject: Re: chemo drug experiments

        > Date: Tuesday, December 08, 1998 9:15 AM

        >

        > The incineration contractor we use for our animal waste

specifically

        states

        > that they can legal handle "chemotherapy wastes". So the local

medical

        waste

        > incineration contractor may be able to handle this for you legally

and

        > appropriately. Around here BFI is almost the only game in town for

this

        > service. Hope this helps!

        >

        > Randy Norman

        > Safety Specialist Sr.

        > BioReliance Corporation

        > Rockville, MD 20850

        > Rnorman@bioreliance.com <mailto:Rnorman@bioreliance.com>

        >

        > "Success is a journey, not a destination" - Ben Sweetland

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 9 Dec 1998 08:45:49 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Norman, Randy" <RNorman@BIORELIANCE.COM>

Subject:      Re: chemo drug experiments

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1"

Okay, now that I've checked it out I see the costs do appear competitive.

For this application (I believe it was animal bedding) we have the

additional problem of it containing animal feces, which the local solid

waste facility will not accept, sterile or not. To deal with the other

wastes, which we typically autoclave, the cost benefits are not as dramatic

and I would ask whether the costs cited are merely operating costs, or

include normal PM, square footage (space) costs, and those for personnel who

operate the equipment. Of course if each of those are not at all different

from those associated with in-house autoclaving, it doesn't matter, but I

had to ask.

All of that said it is indeed intriguing. Have to see what others who use

the technology can say from their own experiences.

Randy Norman

Safety Specialist Sr.

BioReliance Corporation

Rockville, MD 20850

Rnorman@bioreliance.com <mailto:Rnorman@bioreliance.com>

"Success is a journey, not a destination" - Ben Sweetland

        -----Original Message-----

        From:   Chuck Myers [SMTP:myerscj@EARTHLINK.NET]

        Sent:   Wednesday, December 09, 1998 8:14 AM

        To:     BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

        Subject:        Re: chemo drug experiments

        Randy,

        Would you have any interest in equipment that uses an electron beam

        technology to sterilize these types of wastes?

        www.biosterile.com

        Chuck

        ----------

        > From: Norman, Randy <RNorman@BIORELIANCE.COM>

        > To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

        > Subject: Re: chemo drug experiments

        > Date: Tuesday, December 08, 1998 9:15 AM

        >

        > The incineration contractor we use for our animal waste

specifically

        states

        > that they can legal handle "chemotherapy wastes". So the local

medical

        waste

        > incineration contractor may be able to handle this for you legally

and

        > appropriately. Around here BFI is almost the only game in town for

this

        > service. Hope this helps!

        >

        > Randy Norman

        > Safety Specialist Sr.

        > BioReliance Corporation

        > Rockville, MD 20850

        > Rnorman@bioreliance.com <mailto:Rnorman@bioreliance.com>

        >

        > "Success is a journey, not a destination" - Ben Sweetland
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Date:         Wed, 9 Dec 1998 10:35:11 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Chuck Myers <myerscj@EARTHLINK.NET>

Subject:      Re: chemo drug experiments

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=ISO-8859-1

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Randy,

There's no question that the costs are competitive.  As far as autoclaving

goes, if you know your operating costs, the energy consumption with the

electron beam is very competitive.  In addition, sterilization is

verifiable and assured PER LOAD.

Chuck

----------

> From: Norman, Randy <RNorman@BIORELIANCE.COM>

> To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject: Re: chemo drug experiments

> Date: Wednesday, December 09, 1998 8:45 AM

>

> Okay, now that I've checked it out I see the costs do appear competitive.

> For this application (I believe it was animal bedding) we have the

> additional problem of it containing animal feces, which the local solid

> waste facility will not accept, sterile or not. To deal with the other

> wastes, which we typically autoclave, the cost benefits are not as

dramatic

> and I would ask whether the costs cited are merely operating costs, or

> include normal PM, square footage (space) costs, and those for personnel

who

> operate the equipment. Of course if each of those are not at all

different

> from those associated with in-house autoclaving, it doesn't matter, but I

> had to ask.

>

> All of that said it is indeed intriguing. Have to see what others who use

> the technology can say from their own experiences.

>

> Randy Norman

> Safety Specialist Sr.

> BioReliance Corporation

> Rockville, MD 20850

> Rnorman@bioreliance.com <mailto:Rnorman@bioreliance.com>

>

> "Success is a journey, not a destination" - Ben Sweetland

>

>

>         -----Original Message-----

>         From:   Chuck Myers [SMTP:myerscj@EARTHLINK.NET]

>         Sent:   Wednesday, December 09, 1998 8:14 AM

>         To:     BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>         Subject:        Re: chemo drug experiments

>

>         Randy,

>

>         Would you have any interest in equipment that uses an electron

beam

>         technology to sterilize these types of wastes?

>

>         www.biosterile.com

>

>         Chuck

>

>         ----------

>         > From: Norman, Randy <RNorman@BIORELIANCE.COM>

>         > To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>         > Subject: Re: chemo drug experiments

>         > Date: Tuesday, December 08, 1998 9:15 AM

>         >

>         > The incineration contractor we use for our animal waste

> specifically

>         states

>         > that they can legal handle "chemotherapy wastes". So the local

> medical

>         waste

>         > incineration contractor may be able to handle this for you

legally

> and

>         > appropriately. Around here BFI is almost the only game in town

for

> this

>         > service. Hope this helps!

>         >

>         > Randy Norman

>         > Safety Specialist Sr.

>         > BioReliance Corporation

>         > Rockville, MD 20850

>         > Rnorman@bioreliance.com <mailto:Rnorman@bioreliance.com>

>         >

>         > "Success is a journey, not a destination" - Ben Sweetland
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Hi all,

Our IBC would like some feedback as to how other institutions would view the

following situation.

We have a protocol submitted for an undergraduate class to dissect wild

raccoons. West Virginia is in the endemic range of the new raccoon rabies

strain. Therefore we have to assume that any wild raccoon is rabid. CDC

tells me that there is no quarantine period that will assure us that these

are rabies-free.

The CDC recommendations are gloves, lab coat, eye protection, and surgical

masks. Since there is no risk of aerosols, they do not recommend biosafety

cabinets. There is a rabies vaccination available, but it is not practical

to immunize the class. We have an approved research protocol for wild

raccoons that uses this PPE, but the staff involved all have been

vaccinated.

The class will be instructed to conduct self-examinations after cleanup to

look for possible wounds. We would test the raccoon in such a case and offer

prophylaxis if warranted.

The professor does not want to test the animals in advance, but agrees that

it is feasible. Brain sectioning and IFA can be done in a few hours.

Our county health department, state health department, and CDC have all

recommended that we do not approve this proposal.

Some questions:

Is the risk or perceived risk of using raccoons too great, considering that

other carnivores are commercially available (mink, ferret, cats, dogs)?

Should the raccoons be tested for rabies before the class and only negative

animals used?

Should the staff be vaccinated against rabies?

Should a single demonstration dissection be performed by the professor, or

can the students dissect their own animals?

Thanks,

Andrew Cockburn, PhD

Director of Biological Safety

West Virginia University

Morgantown, WV 26506-9006

Telephone 304-293-7157

Email acockbur@wvu.edu
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Subject:      Re: To Bank or Not to Bank

Serum banking IS a double edged sword.  The Research & Development Office

in the Veterans Health Administration has been pondering this for years.

One of the issues not mentioned here(i don't think) is confidentiality. It

has been a real bear for us. Also, every one wants it but nobody wants to

pay for it. And how long do you hold sera?. Also, in a medical

school,/training hospital/laboratory environment serum banking can become

very pricey depending on how one defines reasonable risk of exposure.

Anyway, I am glad to see that serum banking is not forgotten.  Currently,

our Principal Investigators maintain individual serum banks for their

employees and assume responsibility for confidentiality.

-----Original Message-----

From:   Joseph H. Coggin Jr. [SMTP:jcoggin@JAGUAR1.USOUTHAL.EDU]

Sent:   Tuesday, December 08, 1998 12:39 PM

To:     BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject:        Re: To Bank or Not to Bank

Unless your personnel are using BS-3 level agents or higher pathogens or

biohazardous material that might contain such pathogens and old, stored

sera can reasonably be predicted to reveal infection relevant data [eg.,

IgM antibody specific for the pathogen compared to a base-line, reference

serum or identification of a serum antigen like HBVsAg], it is unlikely to

be helpful to store sera.  Such storage is often poor, cost-ineffective

for BSL-2 agents, except in some circumstances where a given BL-2 agent is

grown in large volumes or under conditions where aerosols could transmit

the agent and might occur accidently as with pressurized equipment, and

when

most individuals are unlikely to have normal exposure and antibody to the

agent/pathogen as adults.  According to the BMBL and biosafety reference

texts, the PI on a project can require serum storage if he/she has cause

to believe it worthwhile to trace an exposure, but most programs are

eliminating serum storage except as above indicated.  I don't know if

CDC&P has come up with any variance to their old recommendations related

to specific pathogens, but I am not aware of anything new.

Unless you have known, useful tests to measure antigen or antibody

specific for the pathogen or group of pathogens likely to be a problem

and the assay works with old stored sera and the sera are correctly stored

and labeled and inventoried, what good are they?  Also, legally what do

you do with sera when a worker leaves your employ.  If you throw it away,

and later the individual complains of some disease or tumor that they

develop, you may have a serious legal problem!

Also, if you plan to collect sera on all workers handling experimental

animals including rodents or handling microbes in the lab with periodic

new sample collection every few years, prepare to dedicate a significant

budget to staff to inventory the sera, care for it if frozen at ultralow

temps as is often recommended, are willing to run endless batteries of

tests on it in some legal situations, can establish policies and

procedures for its testing and discard over time and make a massive

investment in freezers and their maintenance, etc, I recommend not

doing it unless specifically mandated by a sponsor like NIH or CDC.

Again, if specific guidelines like those for some agents listed in the

BMBL require it, you must do it for those at risk,  but not for

everybody working in your other labs.  Any institution can set its

policies to require it, but can doing so be risk-benefit likely to

give helpful results?

That's what I think is the current "philosophy" on serum banking in

Universities, PH labs, Pharmaceutical companies, research companies and the

like where serum banking has been evaluated recently, and possibly for many

government agencies.  The key questions I would ask are:  Is there a

specific written regulation that it [SB] must be done for specific

biohazards ?  Are there serologic tests that work with aged serum

available to test for something specific related to the biohazards?

Will the testing help resolve a real exposure incident?  What is the

general population normal titer to non-occupational exposure to the

pathogen in question?  Is an early antibody [IgM] test available and

reliable to screen the sera?  Will workers using specific agents be

"titered" before work and what will happen if they have initial screen

reactivity?  What do you do with the untested sera when somebody

leaves you employ?  What is the risk-benefit projection?

This is one person's opinion, remember!

Regards.

Joe Coggin, Jr. Ph.D., RBP, CBSP

jcoggin@jaguar1,usouthal.edu

(334) 360-6314
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Don Callihan@BDX

12/09/98 02:41 PM

My advise is to forbid this type of lab exercise.  The liability with

handling racoons in an endemic area is too great.  You also risk things

like exposing students to ticks which might carry tick-borne infectious

agents.  I would also talk over the scenerio with your lab animal

veterinarian and someone from your state veterinarian's office.

Don Callihan

acockbur@WVU.EDU on 12/09/98 12:54:17 PM

Please respond to BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

cc:    (bcc: Don Callihan/USAMD/BDX)

Subject:  Wild animals and rabies

Hi all,

Our IBC would like some feedback as to how other institutions would view

the

following situation.

We have a protocol submitted for an undergraduate class to dissect wild

raccoons. West Virginia is in the endemic range of the new raccoon rabies

strain. Therefore we have to assume that any wild raccoon is rabid. CDC

tells me that there is no quarantine period that will assure us that these

are rabies-free.

The CDC recommendations are gloves, lab coat, eye protection, and surgical

masks. Since there is no risk of aerosols, they do not recommend biosafety

cabinets. There is a rabies vaccination available, but it is not practical

to immunize the class. We have an approved research protocol for wild

raccoons that uses this PPE, but the staff involved all have been

vaccinated.

The class will be instructed to conduct self-examinations after cleanup to

look for possible wounds. We would test the raccoon in such a case and

offer

prophylaxis if warranted.

The professor does not want to test the animals in advance, but agrees that

it is feasible. Brain sectioning and IFA can be done in a few hours.

Our county health department, state health department, and CDC have all

recommended that we do not approve this proposal.

Some questions:

Is the risk or perceived risk of using raccoons too great, considering that

other carnivores are commercially available (mink, ferret, cats, dogs)?

Should the raccoons be tested for rabies before the class and only negative

animals used?

Should the staff be vaccinated against rabies?

Should a single demonstration dissection be performed by the professor, or

can the students dissect their own animals?

Thanks,

Andrew Cockburn, PhD

Director of Biological Safety

West Virginia University

Morgantown, WV 26506-9006

Telephone 304-293-7157

Email acockbur@wvu.edu
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Subject:      Re: Wild animals and rabies

In-Reply-To:  <000b01be239c$f0b1b140$e755b69d@afc1.hsc.wvu.edu>

It would be wise and prudent to listen to the recommendations of CDC

and your county and state agencies to not approve the protocol,

especially if student group dissections may intentionally or

inadvertently involve cranial access.  A demonstration dissection by

the professor (vaccinated and wearing appropriate PPE) would be

safest.

Here at UConn, suspect feral animals (often raccoons) are handled in

biosafety cabinets (we will not say there is no risk of aerosols

when handling such animals- we say the risk is remote). Racoons are

our most common rabies positive animals.  Personnel are all immunized

and  wear gloves, lab coats, eye protection- but not always surgical

masks.  Students in training are taught by demonstration. We are

considering offering vaccination to selected personnel who do routine

repair or maintenance on equipment in areas where these animals are

handled.

Consider using commercially available animals. You would

greatly reduce or eliminate risk to students and staff from rabies,

as well as, from some other infectious agents.

Do students sign some sort of hazardous agent/injury waiver

concerning the laboratory exercises?

Leslie Delpin - Biological Health and Safety Manager

University of Connecticut

Environmental Health and Safety

3102 Horsebarn Hill Rd. Box U-97

Storrs, CT 06269-4097

(860)486-3613

(860)486-1106

lmdelpin@safety.ehs.uconn.edu
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At my institution we have a strictly enforced policy for rabies

immunisation for any student working with live animal species that may

transmit rabies so I would want to have a similar policy in place for

dissecting dead  raccoons. If this is impractical I would recommend that

you do not approve this experiment and try to find another animal model

to use. Gillian

Andrew Cockburn wrote:

>

> Hi all,

>

> Our IBC would like some feedback as to how other institutions would view the

> following situation.

>

> We have a protocol submitted for an undergraduate class to dissect wild

> raccoons. West Virginia is in the endemic range of the new raccoon rabies

> strain. Therefore we have to assume that any wild raccoon is rabid. CDC

> tells me that there is no quarantine period that will assure us that these

> are rabies-free.

>

> The CDC recommendations are gloves, lab coat, eye protection, and surgical

> masks. Since there is no risk of aerosols, they do not recommend biosafety

> cabinets. There is a rabies vaccination available, but it is not practical

> to immunize the class. We have an approved research protocol for wild

> raccoons that uses this PPE, but the staff involved all have been

> vaccinated.

>

> The class will be instructed to conduct self-examinations after cleanup to

> look for possible wounds. We would test the raccoon in such a case and offer

> prophylaxis if warranted.

>

> The professor does not want to test the animals in advance, but agrees that

> it is feasible. Brain sectioning and IFA can be done in a few hours.

>

> Our county health department, state health department, and CDC have all

> recommended that we do not approve this proposal.

>

> Some questions:

>

> Is the risk or perceived risk of using raccoons too great, considering that

> other carnivores are commercially available (mink, ferret, cats, dogs)?

>

> Should the raccoons be tested for rabies before the class and only negative

> animals used?

>

> Should the staff be vaccinated against rabies?

>

> Should a single demonstration dissection be performed by the professor, or

> can the students dissect their own animals?

>

> Thanks,

>

> Andrew Cockburn, PhD

> Director of Biological Safety

> West Virginia University

> Morgantown, WV 26506-9006

>

> Telephone 304-293-7157

> Email acockbur@wvu.edu

--

------------------------------------------------------------------

Gillian Norton

Biosafety Officer

The University of Western Ontario

Occupational Health and Safety

Somerville House, Rm 2345

Phone: (519)661-2036

FAX:   (519)661-3420

-------------------------------------------------------------------
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In addition to the potential rabies problem, you may have a parasite

problem.  In MA about 50% of the raccoons are infected with Ascaris round

worms.  If the gut wall is broken, the eggs could be released as a fine

powdery dust.  Inhalation of the eggs could lead to infection (via

ingestion).  Surgical masks are not very efficient at particle removal.  I

would suggest at least a dust/mist/fume mask.  I would not be very

comfortable exposing students to these risks.

At 12:54 PM 12/9/98 -0500, Andrew Cockburn wrote:

>Hi all,

>

>Our IBC would like some feedback as to how other institutions would view the

>following situation.

>

>We have a protocol submitted for an undergraduate class to dissect wild

>raccoons. West Virginia is in the endemic range of the new raccoon rabies

>

Richard Fink, SM(NRM), CBSP

Assoc. Biosafety Officer

Mass. Inst. of Tech.

617-258-5647

rfink@mit.edu
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Dr. Cockburn,

It is the Cornell College of Vet Med policy to have all vet students

vaccinated against rabies.  When an instructor wanted to use raccoon

dissection in an elective carnavore anatomy class, we also required him to

test the raccoon brains for rabies before using them in class.  The class

was also reminded of parasite problems associated with raccoons (eg,

Baylisascaris procyonis).

IMHO no amount of PPE or BSC will decrease the risk of some undergrad

stabbing themself with a sharp instument.  Post exposure treatment

currently runs over $1500 for a rabies exposure in a non-vaccinated

individual so if science doesn't convince the IBC, then the costs involved

should.

I would recommend a different species be utilized.

Larry

>Hi all,

>Our IBC would like some feedback as to how other institutions would view the

>following situation.

>We have a protocol submitted for an undergraduate class to dissect wild

>raccoons. West Virginia is in the endemic range of the new raccoon rabies

>strain. Therefore we have to assume that any wild raccoon is rabid. CDC

Larry J. Thompson, DVM PhD DABVT

Certified Biological Safety Specialist

Director of Biosafety

College of Veterinary Medicine-Cornell University

Upper Tower Road                                        phone   607-253-3900

Ithaca, NY  14853                                       fax     607-253-3943

"How old would you be if you didn't know when you was born?"

Satchel Paige
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It would appear that the jury is back with a clear verdict on this one.

In addition to all of the other very good reasons for not using wild

raccoons as lab or teaching specimens, Larry Thompson's mention of

Baylisascaris procyonis, the raccoon roundworm, deserves underscoring.

This barely macroscopic beastie causes both visceral and ocular larva

migrans and nasty, sometimes fatal, CNS and ocular syndromes.  We've

been having a lot of trouble with this problem recently in Pacific

Grove, near Monterey.  Children and toddlers have been acquiring the

infection from raccoon feces as they grub about in their yards.  So many

raccoons have been trapped and killed that the Monterey SPCA, which was

disposing of the carcasses for the Animal Control folks in the area,

finally refused to pick up any more carcasses because their disposal

system was being overwhelmed.

Let me add my tiny (tinny?) voice to the others urging you to find

another specimen to use.

-- Glenn

-----------------------------------------------

Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D., CBSP

Biosafety Officer

U.C. San Francisco

415-476-2097   fax 415-476-0581

glennf@ehsmail.ucsf.edu

-----Original Message-----

From: Andrew Cockburn [mailto:acockbur@WVU.EDU]

Sent: Wednesday, December 09, 1998 9:54 AM

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject: Wild animals and rabies

Hi all,

Our IBC would like some feedback as to how other institutions would view

the

following situation.

We have a protocol submitted for an undergraduate class to dissect wild

raccoons. West Virginia is in the endemic range of the new raccoon

rabies

strain. Therefore we have to assume that any wild raccoon is rabid. CDC

tells me that there is no quarantine period that will assure us that

these

are rabies-free.

The CDC recommendations are gloves, lab coat, eye protection, and

surgical

masks. Since there is no risk of aerosols, they do not recommend

biosafety

cabinets. There is a rabies vaccination available, but it is not

practical

to immunize the class. We have an approved research protocol for wild

raccoons that uses this PPE, but the staff involved all have been

vaccinated.

The class will be instructed to conduct self-examinations after cleanup

to

look for possible wounds. We would test the raccoon in such a case and

offer

prophylaxis if warranted.

The professor does not want to test the animals in advance, but agrees

that

it is feasible. Brain sectioning and IFA can be done in a few hours.

Our county health department, state health department, and CDC have all

recommended that we do not approve this proposal.

Some questions:

Is the risk or perceived risk of using raccoons too great, considering

that

other carnivores are commercially available (mink, ferret, cats, dogs)?

Should the raccoons be tested for rabies before the class and only

negative

animals used?

Should the staff be vaccinated against rabies?

Should a single demonstration dissection be performed by the professor,

or

can the students dissect their own animals?

Thanks,

Andrew Cockburn, PhD

Director of Biological Safety

West Virginia University

Morgantown, WV 26506-9006

Telephone 304-293-7157

Email acockbur@wvu.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 10 Dec 1998 07:46:36 EDT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>
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Hello to all

I know that exist BMBL, but I want to know if are there guidelines for

safe work with animals and plants pathogens and how I can to obtain a

copy of them.

Others question: Is there any guidelines to desing facility for work

with human, animal or plants pathogens? Where I can found its? How I can

to obtain copies of them?

Thank you in advance.

Juan Carlos Menendez de San Pedro Lopez.

National Center of Biological Safety

La Habana, Cuba.

Calle 28 #502 e/ 5ta y 7ma Ave.Playa

fax: 537 238040.

cnsb@unepnet.inf.cu
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Funk, Glenn" <GLENNF@EHSMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: guidelines animals and plant pathogens

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

The BMBL gives guidelines for safely working with human and animal

pathogens.  The NIH/CDC Guidelines for Research Involving Recombinant

DNA Molecules gives guidelines for working safety with human, animal and

plant pathogens. Other sources include the WHO Laboratory Safety Manual,

the American Industrial Hygeine Association's Biosafety Reference

Manual, and the Canadian Laboratory Safety Guidelines.  Try the American

Biological Safety Association (ABSA) home page

(http://www.orcbs.msu.edu/absa) for links to some of these manuals and

references to others.  There are also several good textbooks available,

such as Laboratory Safety Principles and Practices (available from the

American Society for Microbiology) and the Biohazards Management

Handbook (available from Marcel Dekker, Inc.).  I hope this helps.

-----------------------------------------------

Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D., CBSP

Biosafety Officer

U.C. San Francisco

415-476-2097   fax 415-476-0581

glennf@ehsmail.ucsf.edu

-----Original Message-----

From: Juan Carlos Menendez de San Pedro

[mailto:Cnsb@CIDEA.UNEPNET.INF.CU]

Sent: Thursday, December 10, 1998 3:47 AM

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject: guidelines animals and plant pathogens

Hello to all

I know that exist BMBL, but I want to know if are there guidelines for

safe work with animals and plants pathogens and how I can to obtain a

copy of them.

Others question: Is there any guidelines to desing facility for work

with human, animal or plants pathogens? Where I can found its? How I can

to obtain copies of them?

Thank you in advance.

Juan Carlos Menendez de San Pedro Lopez.

National Center of Biological Safety

La Habana, Cuba.

Calle 28 #502 e/ 5ta y 7ma Ave.Playa

fax: 537 238040.

cnsb@unepnet.inf.cu
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Please note that BMBL doesn't deal with animal pathogens at all, and should

they be used for such a purpose, the risk group classification would be

based solely on the risk to the human researcher, and not at all on risk to

the community (which I recognize is very small even in "Biosafety level

zero" - not infectious to humans under any conditions - labs). No mention of

plant pathogens here.

WHO deals with both human and animal pathogens appropriately but the

emphasis is (for the most part) on risk to humans in and outside of the lab.

No listing of suggested risk groups for any pathogens of any kind are found

in the WHO guidelines. No mention of plant pathogens is made.

The Canadian lab biosafety guidelines also deal with only human and animal

pathogens, with drawbacks very similar to the WHO guidelines (very focussed

on risk to humans). There are excellent MSDS for biological agents at LCDC,

but they focus on the risk to the human researcher as well.

I am not sure about AIHA's guidelines.

The NIH recombinant DNA guidelines deal with animal pathogens only from the

standpoint of their risk to humans. However, there is a section that

includes consideration of plant pathogens (hooray!) that I find hard to

apply to a lab since they are really for work with whole plants in a

greenhouse. But the recommendation to have a plant pathogen expert on the

IBC reviewing certain experiments is very appropriate, and they do consider

transmissibility of these agents to plants outside the facility (hooray

again!). Lists of recommended physical containment levels are only found for

human agents and some animal agents but only based on their risks to humans.

For plants you rely upon that expert on the IBC, who of course should not be

the one performing the research being considered.

To the extent that any animal pathogens pose a risk to humans, they will be

assigned to some biosafety level under each of the above guidelines.

Community transmission of infection from a lab has never been documented as

far as I have heard, so certainly where ANY type of containment precautions

are in place there should be good protection. However, agents that pose zero

risk to humans are only covered under the rDNA guidelines, and there

technically only if you're dealing with rDNA.

I'm not aware of any guidelines that deal specifically with animal and plant

pathogens in terms of their community or environmental risks other than

their risks to humans. Of course the Biosafety Levels of BMBL, WHO, etc. are

very good models to consider. But I believe you will need to rely very

heavily on the expertise of the researchers, though of course decisions may

very well best be made by committees, very similar if not identical to the

IBC concept prescribed for rDNA work.

All of that said, a limited number of plant and animal pathogens, when used

in the U.S. require a permit from U.S.D.A.'s APHIS, who will definitely have

requirements for the proposed activities with those agents which do address

community risks.

HTH!

Randy Norman

Safety Specialist Sr.

BioReliance Corporation

Rockville, MD 20850

Rnorman@bioreliance.com <mailto:Rnorman@bioreliance.com>

"Success is a journey, not a destination" - Ben Sweetland

        -----Original Message-----

        From:   Funk, Glenn [SMTP:GLENNF@EHSMAIL.UCSF.EDU]

        Sent:   Thursday, December 10, 1998 11:50 AM

        To:     BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

        Subject:        Re: guidelines animals and plant pathogens

        The BMBL gives guidelines for safely working with human and animal

        pathogens.  The NIH/CDC Guidelines for Research Involving

Recombinant

        DNA Molecules gives guidelines for working safety with human, animal

and

        plant pathogens. Other sources include the WHO Laboratory Safety

Manual,

        the American Industrial Hygeine Association's Biosafety Reference

        Manual, and the Canadian Laboratory Safety Guidelines.  Try the

American

        Biological Safety Association (ABSA) home page

        (http://www.orcbs.msu.edu/absa) for links to some of these manuals

and

        references to others.  There are also several good textbooks

available,

        such as Laboratory Safety Principles and Practices (available from

the

        American Society for Microbiology) and the Biohazards Management

        Handbook (available from Marcel Dekker, Inc.).  I hope this helps.

        -----------------------------------------------

        Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D., CBSP

        Biosafety Officer

        U.C. San Francisco

        415-476-2097   fax 415-476-0581

        glennf@ehsmail.ucsf.edu

        -----Original Message-----

        From: Juan Carlos Menendez de San Pedro

        [mailto:Cnsb@CIDEA.UNEPNET.INF.CU]

        Sent: Thursday, December 10, 1998 3:47 AM

        To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

        Subject: guidelines animals and plant pathogens

        Hello to all

        I know that exist BMBL, but I want to know if are there guidelines

for

        safe work with animals and plants pathogens and how I can to obtain

a

        copy of them.

        Others question: Is there any guidelines to desing facility for work

        with human, animal or plants pathogens? Where I can found its? How I

can

        to obtain copies of them?

        Thank you in advance.

        Juan Carlos Menendez de San Pedro Lopez.

        National Center of Biological Safety

        La Habana, Cuba.

        Calle 28 #502 e/ 5ta y 7ma Ave.Playa

        fax: 537 238040.

        cnsb@unepnet.inf.cu
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From:         "Funk, Glenn" <GLENNF@EHSMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: guidelines animals and plant pathogens

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1"

Ouch, bitten by the semantics bug again!  You're correct, of course.

The Animal Biosafety Level discussions emphasize how to safely handle

human pathogens in animal systems.  I think they would form the basis of

safe handling of animal pathogens as long as one also factors in

animal-to-animal transmission and other considerations unique to

pathogens affecting animals only.  My apologies for the lack of clarity

in my response.

-- Glenn

-----------------------------------------------

Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D., CBSP

Biosafety Officer

U.C. San Francisco

415-476-2097   fax 415-476-0581

glennf@ehsmail.ucsf.edu

-----Original Message-----

From: Norman, Randy [mailto:RNorman@BIORELIANCE.COM]

Sent: Thursday, December 10, 1998 10:24 AM

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject: Re: guidelines animals and plant pathogens

Please note that BMBL doesn't deal with animal pathogens at all, and

should

they be used for such a purpose, the risk group classification would be

based solely on the risk to the human researcher, and not at all on risk

to

the community (which I recognize is very small even in "Biosafety level

zero" - not infectious to humans under any conditions - labs). No

mention of

plant pathogens here.

WHO deals with both human and animal pathogens appropriately but the

emphasis is (for the most part) on risk to humans in and outside of the

lab.

No listing of suggested risk groups for any pathogens of any kind are

found

in the WHO guidelines. No mention of plant pathogens is made.

The Canadian lab biosafety guidelines also deal with only human and

animal

pathogens, with drawbacks very similar to the WHO guidelines (very

focussed

on risk to humans). There are excellent MSDS for biological agents at

LCDC,

but they focus on the risk to the human researcher as well.

I am not sure about AIHA's guidelines.

The NIH recombinant DNA guidelines deal with animal pathogens only from

the

standpoint of their risk to humans. However, there is a section that

includes consideration of plant pathogens (hooray!) that I find hard to

apply to a lab since they are really for work with whole plants in a

greenhouse. But the recommendation to have a plant pathogen expert on

the

IBC reviewing certain experiments is very appropriate, and they do

consider

transmissibility of these agents to plants outside the facility (hooray

again!). Lists of recommended physical containment levels are only found

for

human agents and some animal agents but only based on their risks to

humans.

For plants you rely upon that expert on the IBC, who of course should

not be

the one performing the research being considered.

To the extent that any animal pathogens pose a risk to humans, they will

be

assigned to some biosafety level under each of the above guidelines.

Community transmission of infection from a lab has never been documented

as

far as I have heard, so certainly where ANY type of containment

precautions

are in place there should be good protection. However, agents that pose

zero

risk to humans are only covered under the rDNA guidelines, and there

technically only if you're dealing with rDNA.

I'm not aware of any guidelines that deal specifically with animal and

plant

pathogens in terms of their community or environmental risks other than

their risks to humans. Of course the Biosafety Levels of BMBL, WHO, etc.

are

very good models to consider. But I believe you will need to rely very

heavily on the expertise of the researchers, though of course decisions

may

very well best be made by committees, very similar if not identical to

the

IBC concept prescribed for rDNA work.

All of that said, a limited number of plant and animal pathogens, when

used

in the U.S. require a permit from U.S.D.A.'s APHIS, who will definitely

have

requirements for the proposed activities with those agents which do

address

community risks.

HTH!

Randy Norman

Safety Specialist Sr.

BioReliance Corporation

Rockville, MD 20850

Rnorman@bioreliance.com <mailto:Rnorman@bioreliance.com>

"Success is a journey, not a destination" - Ben Sweetland

        -----Original Message-----

        From:   Funk, Glenn [SMTP:GLENNF@EHSMAIL.UCSF.EDU]

        Sent:   Thursday, December 10, 1998 11:50 AM

        To:     BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

        Subject:        Re: guidelines animals and plant pathogens

        The BMBL gives guidelines for safely working with human and

animal

        pathogens.  The NIH/CDC Guidelines for Research Involving

Recombinant

        DNA Molecules gives guidelines for working safety with human,

animal

and

        plant pathogens. Other sources include the WHO Laboratory Safety

Manual,

        the American Industrial Hygeine Association's Biosafety

Reference

        Manual, and the Canadian Laboratory Safety Guidelines.  Try the

American

        Biological Safety Association (ABSA) home page

        (http://www.orcbs.msu.edu/absa) for links to some of these

manuals

and

        references to others.  There are also several good textbooks

available,

        such as Laboratory Safety Principles and Practices (available

from

the

        American Society for Microbiology) and the Biohazards Management

        Handbook (available from Marcel Dekker, Inc.).  I hope this

helps.

        -----------------------------------------------

        Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D., CBSP

        Biosafety Officer

        U.C. San Francisco

        415-476-2097   fax 415-476-0581

        glennf@ehsmail.ucsf.edu

        -----Original Message-----

        From: Juan Carlos Menendez de San Pedro

        [mailto:Cnsb@CIDEA.UNEPNET.INF.CU]

        Sent: Thursday, December 10, 1998 3:47 AM

        To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

        Subject: guidelines animals and plant pathogens

        Hello to all

        I know that exist BMBL, but I want to know if are there

guidelines

for

        safe work with animals and plants pathogens and how I can to

obtain

a

        copy of them.

        Others question: Is there any guidelines to desing facility for

work

        with human, animal or plants pathogens? Where I can found its?

How I

can

        to obtain copies of them?

        Thank you in advance.

        Juan Carlos Menendez de San Pedro Lopez.

        National Center of Biological Safety

        La Habana, Cuba.

        Calle 28 #502 e/ 5ta y 7ma Ave.Playa

        fax: 537 238040.

        cnsb@unepnet.inf.cu
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Subject:      Re: guidelines animals and plant pathogens
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Marianne Heisz

12/10/98 02:20 PM

There is an excellent guideline published by Agriculture and Agri-Food

Canada/Food Production and Inspection Branch that deals solely with animal

pathogen issues, including large animals in containment. The document is

titled, "Containment Standards for Veterinary Facilites", edited by Maureen

Best, Chief Laboratory Safety, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada. It is

available from:

Chief, Laboaratory Safety

Animal & Plant Health Directorate

3851 Fallowfield Road

Nepean, Ontario K2H 8P9

(613) 998-9320

It is very detailed and covers both operational and physical aspects of

containment of animal pathogens. Unfortunately, it does not deal

specifically with plant pathogen issues.

Marianne Heisz

Office of Biosafety

Laboratory Centre for Disease Control (LCDC)

Health Canada
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Scott Rusk <srusk@NADC.ARS.USDA.GOV>

Subject:      Re: guidelines animals and plant pathogens -Reply
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Marianne beat me to the information on the Containment Standards for

Veterinary Facilities but I wanted to add a little more info.  The book,

a.k.a.,  the "Red Book" has just gone through a re-write and should be

available soon.  The new version incorporates recommendations from an

International Veterinary Biosafety Workshop held in Ames this past

summer and detailed results from the working sessions of that workshop

that focused on laboratories vs animal facilities will be published in the

future.

Additional information on plant containment may also be available from

the Canadian Office:

Chief, Laboaratory Safety

Animal & Plant Health Directorate

3851 Fallowfield Road

Nepean, Ontario K2H 8P9

(613) 998-9320

A previous publication on veterinary containment facilities by the vet

biosafety group  Recommended biocontainment features for

research and diagnostic facilities where animal pathogens are

used, Rev. sci. Tech. Off. Int. Epiz., 1995, 14 (3), 873-887 was to

review facility biocontainment issues.

The international group also developed and adopted four hazard

categories as a basis for an internationally accepted risk classification

scheme for working safely with animal pathogens which were

forwarded to the OIE in December of 1996.

                Animal Pathogen Group Low (APGL) - A pathogen that is

unlikely to spread to susceptible hosts and causes mild animal disease.

                Animal Pathogen Group Moderate (APGM) - A pathogen

that has limited spread and causes moderate animal disease.

                Animal Pathogen Group High (APGH) - A pathogen than

can spread readily and causes serious animal disease.

                Animal Pathogen Group Severe (APGS) - A pathogen that

will spread readily and causes severe animal disease.

__________________________________________________________

Other helpful publications, additional to those mentioned by others:

Office International des Epizooties (OIE).  1997: Human safety in the

veterinary microbiology laboratory.  Manual of standards for diagnostic

tests and vaccines, 3rd ed.  OIE, Paris, pp 24-28.

Office International des Epizooties (OIE).  1997: International transfer and

laboratory containment of animal pathogens.  International animal health

code:  mammals, birds and bees, Special ed. OIE, Paris, pp 78-82.

Also, in addition to the APHIS National Center for Import/Exportweb site

information,  take a look at the Office of International Epizootics web site

http://www.oie.int/home.htm  for great information on animal diseases

and risk classification, and List A & B animal diseases.

FYI - APHIS now has some fairly comprehensive checklists for

inspecting facilities wishing to import and handle animal pathogens at

biosafety level 2 and 3.  These mostly follow template of the CDC/NIH

checklists but incorporate additional requirements from the "strictly animal

pathogen" standpoint and relate to prevention of spread, contamination

and environmental protection and control of exotic strains.

Last comment I will make -- the information originally requested is in many

places and there are ongoing efforts to compile these into useable

formats so that proper risk assessment for animal and plant pathogens

can be made.  Aquaculture is also an issue and there are several issues

with proper containment of fish pathogens.  You will probably see the

Canadians be the leader in formulating a set of guidelines to work from.

As many know, the development of the CDC/NIH guideline have been

evolving for well over 2 decades and continues to do so with the new

guide scheduled to be out soon.  Animal and palnt pathogen issues are

fast approaching and I think you all will see more and more response to

the need for universally accepted guidelines in the coming year.

J. Scott Rusk, Director

Environmental Health & Safety

National Animal Disease Center

Ames, IA 50010

phone: 515-239-8258

fax: 515-239-8458

e-mail: srusk@nadc.ars.usda.gov

>>> Marianne Heisz <Marianne_Heisz@HC-SC.GC.CA> 12/10/98

01:20pm >>>

Marianne Heisz

12/10/98 02:20 PM

There is an excellent guideline published by Agriculture and Agri-Food

Canada/Food Production and Inspection Branch that deals solely with

animal

pathogen issues, including large animals in containment. The document is

titled, "Containment Standards for Veterinary Facilites", edited by

Maureen

Best, Chief Laboratory Safety, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada. It is

available from:

Chief, Laboaratory Safety

Animal & Plant Health Directorate

3851 Fallowfield Road

Nepean, Ontario K2H 8P9

(613) 998-9320

It is very detailed and covers both operational and physical aspects of

containment of animal pathogens. Unfortunately, it does not deal

specifically with plant pathogen issues.

Marianne Heisz

Office of Biosafety

Laboratory Centre for Disease Control (LCDC)

Health Canada
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Subject:      European Biosafety Association
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The proceedings of the Second Annual Conference of the European Biosafety

Association (EBSA), are now available from the EBSA Web Site.

Go to: http://biosafety.ihe.be/EBSA/HomeEBSA.html

Best regards.

Didier Breyer

******************************************************

* Belgian Biosafety Advisory Council                 *

* Service of Biosafety and Biotechnology             *

* Institute of Public Health - Louis Pasteur         *

* Rue Juliette Wytsmanstraat, 14                     *

* B-1050 Brussels BELGIUM                            *

* Ph: 322-6425293 Fx: 322-6425292                    *

* Email: dbreyer@sbb.ihe.be, helpsbb@sbb.ihe.be      *

* Belgian Biosafety Server: http://biosafety.ihe.be/ *

******************************************************
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Dear Biosafty members,

MIT has a position open for an Assistant Biosafety Officer. If you know of

anyone that might be interested please let them know.  Ads for jobs are

quite terse due to costs, here we don't have that constraint.  The

Biosafety Office at MIT has a lot to offer in terms of opportunities for

professional growth and development.  We actively encourage course work,

teaching and applied research.  If anyone has any questions about the

position feel free to e-mail me at <claudiam@mit.edu>. I would be happy to

talk about the position and the opportunities here.

Sincerely,

Claudia Mickelson

*ASSISTANT BIOSAFETY OFFICER, MIT Environmental Medical Service, to

participate in our biosafety programs covering the research laboratory,

medical department, food service, and environmental quality at MIT and

associated facilities.  Areas include recombinant DNA research risk

assessment and monitoring, OSHA bloodborne pathogen compliance program,

infectious agent assessment and control, pest control, food sanitation,

and environmental microbiological sampling and identification.  Will

also participate in the EMS emergency on-call program.  Position offers

opportunities for teaching, training, program development, and applied

microbiological research in a small, team-oriented office.

REQUIREMENTS:  a bachelor's degree in a biological, environmental, or

related medical science.  Excellent written and oral communication

skills essential.  Knowledge of biosafety, medical waste regulations,

and environmental microbiology a plus.  Applicants with experience in

biological safety, microbiological research, teaching, and training are

encouraged to apply.  [12/2/98]  job # 98-0919C

Please send resume including names and addresses of three references, plus

job number to Personnel Office, Massachusetts Institute of Technology

E19-239, PO Box 391229, 400 Main Street, Cambridge MA 02139-0013, attn:

Jennifer Walsh.  Application may be made via the web at

http://web.mit.edu/personnel/www/resume.htm.
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Greetings:

I am wondering what others are recommending for protocols for following an

splash, etc. to inadequately protected eyes.

In a recent discussion with our occupational health provider she suggests

minimal use of eye wash to only remove gross contamination and then to

irrigate with saline solution and go immediately to their clinic for

washing.

This means that she wants the saline solution available in the labs.  I

worry about handling of the containers and potential for contamination

there.

Your thoughts.

Melinda Young

______________________________________________________________________________

Melinda Young, CBSP                     University of Washington

Biosafety Supervisor                    Environmental Health and Safety

Prevention and Assessment Office        Box 354400

biosafe@u.washington.edu                Seattle, WA 98195-4400

Voice Mail (206)543-7278

Fax        (206)616-3360

Phone      (206)543-9510

Office: Rm 411 of Hall Health Center     my schedule 7:45-4:45
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My experience with saline solutions in the lab is that because they are so

rarely used, they usually expire and often are not replaced to ensure fresh

saline for flushing.

Jyl Burgener:  Biological Safety Officer

phone (919)483-6450 fax (919) 549-8561

email:  Jab19768@glaxoWellcome.com

"If we knew what we were doing, it would not be called research, would it?"

 Albert Einstein (1879-1955)

> -----Original Message-----

> From: Melinda Young [SMTP:biosafe@U.WASHINGTON.EDU]

> Sent: Friday, December 11, 1998 9:28 AM

> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:      Eye washing following biological exposure

>

> Greetings:

>

> I am wondering what others are recommending for protocols for following an

> splash, etc. to inadequately protected eyes.

>

> In a recent discussion with our occupational health provider she suggests

> minimal use of eye wash to only remove gross contamination and then to

> irrigate with saline solution and go immediately to their clinic for

> washing.

>

> This means that she wants the saline solution available in the labs.  I

> worry about handling of the containers and potential for contamination

> there.

>

> Your thoughts.

>

> Melinda Young

> __________________________________________________________________________

> ____

>

> Melinda Young, CBSP                     University of Washington

> Biosafety Supervisor                    Environmental Health and Safety

> Prevention and Assessment Office        Box 354400

> biosafe@u.washington.edu                Seattle, WA 98195-4400

>

> Voice Mail (206)543-7278

> Fax        (206)616-3360

> Phone      (206)543-9510

>

> Office: Rm 411 of Hall Health Center     my schedule 7:45-4:45
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Our companies emergency procedures require the individual to use the eyewash

station for a minimum of 15 minutes following a splash to the face or eyes of

either chemicals or biological materials.  Then the individual immediately go

to our occupational health provider for an evaluation.

Although, the best course is prevention.  We have implemented light weight face

shields in our Biosafety labs when there is a potential for splashing or

spraying.

Melina Kinsey

Sr. Biosafety Technician

Midwest Research Institute

mkinsey@mriresearch.org

-----Original Message-----

From:   Melinda Young [SMTP:biosafe@U.WASHINGTON.EDU]

Sent:   Friday, December 11, 1998 8:28 AM

To:     BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject:        Eye washing following biological exposure

Greetings:

I am wondering what others are recommending for protocols for following an

splash, etc. to inadequately protected eyes.

In a recent discussion with our occupational health provider she suggests

minimal use of eye wash to only remove gross contamination and then to

irrigate with saline solution and go immediately to their clinic for

washing.

This means that she wants the saline solution available in the labs.  I

worry about handling of the containers and potential for contamination

there.

Your thoughts.

Melinda Young

______________________________________________________________________________

Melinda Young, CBSP                     University of Washington

Biosafety Supervisor                    Environmental Health and Safety

Prevention and Assessment Office        Box 354400

biosafe@u.washington.edu                Seattle, WA 98195-4400

Voice Mail (206)543-7278

Fax        (206)616-3360

Phone      (206)543-9510

Office: Rm 411 of Hall Health Center     my schedule 7:45-4:45
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We are in the process of updating our policies & procedures, as well as

design and construction standards.

We know we have to have some signs at the laboratories:  radioactive

materials, biohazards (RG 2 or greater).  Our institutional design guideline

gives us an 8"x8" sign to work with.  We post the points of contact (PI, and

2 others usually).  The question now, is how much more information do we

wish to include on that sign?  Flammables?  corrosives? gas cylinders? NFPA

codes?  I am curious about how that is being done elsewhere.

Thanks
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We are looking at the same issue.  I met with a representative of our local fire

dept. to see what they would want in an emergency.  They would like

flammable/combustibles, corrosive, oxidizers, water reactives,

unstable-reactives, toxics, carcinogens and reproductive hazards, biohazards,

radioactives and PI contact info.  He also liked having the quantities

available. We are working on tying this into a computerized inventory for

accuracy.  We are still working out the bugs in the system.  If you would like I

can e-mail you our draft sign.

Terri

Therese M. Stinnett wrote:

> We are in the process of updating our policies & procedures, as well as

> design and construction standards.

>

> We know we have to have some signs at the laboratories:  radioactive

> materials, biohazards (RG 2 or greater).  Our institutional design guideline

> gives us an 8"x8" sign to work with.  We post the points of contact (PI, and

> 2 others usually).  The question now, is how much more information do we

> wish to include on that sign?  Flammables?  corrosives? gas cylinders? NFPA

> codes?  I am curious about how that is being done elsewhere.

>

> Thanks
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I like to include an NFPA  sign that should cover most of your chemical

hazards, and then no food, eye protection, and applicable information about

biohazards, radioactivity, etc.  And emergency contact informtion.

May I suggest a very comprehensive warning sign system created  by

biosafety experts from Johns Hopkins University.  Company is called

BioControl Inc. 1410 828-6330   They have developed a sign system that

allows for emergency contacts and space to attach up to 8 stickers with

everything from biosafety , NFPA ,  Laser,  chemical stickers. I beleive

there are almost 40 choices of stickers. The stickers can be removed, and

changed.  Since it was developed specifically for laboratories in an

academic setting you will find it very comprehensive and cost effective.

Just a suggestion.

Lori Nicholson

Corporate Manager of Environmental Health and Safety

Powderject Vaccine Inc.

Madison, WI

lori_nicholson@powderject.com
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Just a little aside....Our Fire Department likes to see warning signs placed

on the lower part of a door--particularly for the high hazard areas, such as

chemical storage rooms.  Think like a firefighter--as you are crawling on

your hands and knees, down a smoke-filled hallway towards a fire in a

facility that is filled with very scary hazards, what kind of signage, sign

language and sign location will most speak to you?

Regards,

Sarah Wolz

EH&S Manager

PathoGenesis Corp.

Seattle, WA
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> We are looking at the same issue.  I met with a representative of our

> local fire

> dept. to see what they would want in an emergency.  They would like

> flammable/combustibles, corrosive, oxidizers, water reactives,

> unstable-reactives, toxics, carcinogens and reproductive hazards,

> biohazards,

> radioactives and PI contact info.

>

        Sounds like it is everything we are trying to cram onto our signs.

Do you maintain a room by room SARA Title III inventory for them to

reference as well?

        basically, it seems like everything you find in a typical research

lab!

> He also liked having the quantities available.

>

        At the room itself or in a central fire response office/control

area?  Is there a minimum amount which triggers listing it on the sign?

> We are working on tying this into a computerized inventory for

> accuracy.

>

        Ditto.  Are you lucky enough to have a computer/database manager for

your division or do you have to do it yourselves in addition to your other

responsibilities?

> We are still working out the bugs in the system.  If you would like I

> can e-mail you our draft sign.

>

>

        Oh, yes, please
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Years ago when we addressed this issue here.  We were informed by a

credible source( a fire chief), that NFPA 704 symbols were not required of

laboratories.  They were exempt.

Our signs have provisions for the same information you want.

In addition, We have space for the PI to determine the three greatest

hazards in his laboratory.  This is the labs call.  Standard adhesive

labels, up to three per sign can be affixed to the signs warning of the

hazards in the lab.  This system works well for us.

Lab Safety Sells signs you can use for this purpose.  We make our own.  But

we do buy the labels from them.

Bob

>We are in the process of updating our policies & procedures, as well as

>design and construction standards.

>

>We know we have to have some signs at the laboratories:  radioactive

>materials, biohazards (RG 2 or greater).  Our institutional design guideline

>gives us an 8"x8" sign to work with.  We post the points of contact (PI, and

>2 others usually).  The question now, is how much more information do we

>wish to include on that sign?  Flammables?  corrosives? gas cylinders? NFPA

>codes?  I am curious about how that is being done elsewhere.

>

>Thanks

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch      USSF State Referee 6 Environmental Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.   USSF Assessor 7      CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132  High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.         RA Member            Environmental Safety
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Thanks for all of the great responses to my problem of mold in the cell

culture room.  Here is a summary of the responses starting with the

unanimous, overall message:

Gassing the room is a LAST resort and then ONLY if the room can be

adequately sealed.

What we should do:

FIRST:  Clean Your Room

Empty the room and discard all cardboard boxes that are usually hiding

spores (porous surface).  Wash ALL surfaces including:

   -drawers

   -shelves

   -doors, walls, ceiling

   -the screen in the door through which fresh air comes into the room

   -incubators

   -biological hoods walls (external/internal after the hoods are treated

with formaldehyde)

Suggestions for using a cleaner/disinfectant:

   -"Alcide" solution (very much like household bleach),

   - household bleach (a 10 % solution made with very clean water).

   -"Wescodyne" in the hoods & incubators of her lab (and I assume the

walls & floors).

   - 0.1% sodium hypochorite solution (1/100 dilution of 12% w/v JAVEX -

Chlorox)

   - If there is a lot of grease, oil, dirt on the surfaces you can use a

quaternary ammonium or phenolic based disinfectant.  They both work as

detergents and are relatively unaffected by extraneous dirt.  One can, or

course, preclean with a detergent to remove the dirt. oil, grease.

   - Hypochlorite is adversely affected by organics, organic iodines are

about 7 times less sensitive.

   - Unless you are using an alcohol based disinfectant, it is always

advisable to dry the surfaces after cleaning.

   - Ventilation may be necessary when applying disinfectants.

Find the source or reason for the mold to be in the area (do this when the

room is emptied for cleaning).  Search the room, look for possible sources.

* incubators

 - Lots of people suggested that if there is contamination in the room, it

WILL be in the water jacket of the incubator.

 - This should be dismantled & cleaned frequently; frequency suggestions

ranged from weekly to quarterly to twice a year.

 - Some people suggest using a biocide or algacide in the water jacket;

others say that could interfere with the cultures.

 - Drain the water, clean the pan and all accessible surfaces with your

favorite disinfectant.  Replace water and add copper sulfate to retard

fungal growth (or a quaternary ammonium disinfectant).

 - If the above doesn't help, I would go for formaldehyding the incubators

and BSC(s).

* Biosafety Cabinets

 - Check the catch pan below the entry grille of the BSC

 - Is the BSC certified regularly

 - Observe how the researcher(s) are handling the TC, i.e. is the

contamination a result of improper asceptic technique.

* Other

 - Have an IH test for airborne fungus, or put out plates to see what

grows.  If the mold spores are not in the air supply source or the walls

and only exists in the tissue culture, the sources may be in his water

jacketed incubator or water bath. Both should be cleaned daily.

 - Make sure the autoclave (if there is one) is properly vented.

 - If wallboard is getting wet, replace it with blue-board or other

material resistant to fungal growth.  Refinish with epoxy sealant.

 - Remove drop ceiling, at least replace tiles that have become wet

 - Check for hidden sinks / drains where the trap may have dried out

Ventilation and filters

 -The most effective remedy for IAQ mold in any situtaion is to reduce the

relative humidity of the air (55% or lower). Cell culture rooms frequently

have high humidity as the cells require this.

 - increase fresh air and # air changes per hour (ideal = 100% fresh air)

 - Check the air intake for the building for sources

 - clean ALL DUCTS (HEPA filtered VACCUM) + chemical desinfectant during

the final cleaning (adding chems in the ventialtion, might be problematic)

 - use a household style HEPA filtering apparatus and leave it running all

the time.

 - HEPA filters on supply diffusers at the inlet to TC facility (students

trek in many times per day, with street clothes); the only unfiltered air

that comes in is when the door is open.

Finally, PREVENTION is the key word.

Cleaning

 - scrupulously clean, weekly with bleach or some other suitable

disinfectant, before going to the trouble and expense of installing UV

lights.

 - especially water bath which needs to be wash/desinfect 1 time / 2 months

at least with JAVEX

 - involving all the employees in the "cleaning/desinfection" process may

be a large part of its success........ NOBODY IS INTERESTED IN GOING

THROUGH ALL THAT MORE THAN ONCE!

 - clean the climatisation diffuser semi-annually, especially during summer

when humidity is higher.

Ultraviolet lights

 - The simple interlock is to install them on the same switch as the room

lights, possibly with a center detent so both are off. That way, when the

researcher turns on the regular lights, the UV lamps go off.

 - There's always going to be a shadow from the UV lamps.

 - some people feel that the uv's are a waste of time and money.

Last choice - gas the whole room.

We had the room emptied, found a dry trap in a hidden cup sink, had the

incubator dissasembled, cleaned & disinfected (no algacide added), are

having the drop ceiling removed, are replacing one incubator (other factors

contributed to that decision) and having all of the surfaces wiped with

bleach solution.  BSC was in good shape, clean, certified and properly used

- TC flasks were not contaminated, petri dishes were.  Still working, hope

it will solve the problem - no formaldehyde so far!  Thanks for all of the

help.

Francis

Alcohol and calculus don't mix.  Never drink and derive.

Francis Churchill, IHIT

University of Vermont - Environmental Safety Facility

655D Spear Street, Burlington, VT  05405-3010

(802) 656-5405

fchurchi@zoo.uvm.edu
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I have a PI who wants to develop a stand-alone facility to store human

source materials infected with a BSL3 agent.  This facility will contain

18-20 upright storage freezers and minimal bench space for sample

"processing" (probably only packaging for transfer to a BSL3

laboratory).  I've heard mention on the newsgroup of the availability of

modular containment facilities and I thought this might be a good

approach.

Can anyone provide me with contact information for manufacturers of such

modular labs?  To conserve bandwidth for the newsgroup, please respond

directly to me at glennf@ehsmail.ucsf.edu.

Thank you for your help with this, and let me take this opportunity to

wish all of you a wonderful Holiday Season and a successful and

fulfilling New Year.

-- Glenn

-----------------------------------------------

Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D., CBSP

Biosafety Officer

U.C. San Francisco

415-476-2097   fax 415-476-0581

glennf@ehsmail.ucsf.edu
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Francis your last statement "- TC flasks were not contaminated, petri

dishes were. " tells me a lot more than you think.

Years ago, I had the exact same problem.  It took months to track it down.

What happens is trays of water are placed inside the incubator, in the

bottom, to increase the humidity so the plates will not dry out.  If you

gently open the incubator door in the morning, you will notice drops of

water suspended from the incubator ceiling.  One day I opened the door

quickly and just happen to notice a drop fall as the incubator jiggled.  It

fell on the tray right next to a plate and back splashed up into the rim

where a small bit of media was trapped between the lid and the plate.  I

realized that when removing media from the plates I had a habit of laying

the side of the Pasteur pipette on the edge of the open plate.  If I just

happen to lay the pipette where a captured media bubble had been incubating

[back-splashed] mold, I was inoculating my plates with yeast and mold that

was growing on the incubator ceiling.  Contamination was always in plates -

rarely in flasks.

Solution!  Very gently carry freshly changed plates to the incubator -

don't slosh them.  Make sure all trapped media blobs b/t rim and lid of

plates is sucked out using sterile gauze pads b/f you put the plates to

bed.  Stabilize the incubator so it doesn't jiggle so much.  Replace the

metal water trays with Pyrex glass ones.  Remove the trays every night and

replace with sterilized ones.  Put sterile water in them.  Wipe down the

top of the incubator with alcohol pads.  When you open the incubator the

next morning, note if any pink media blobs are trapped in the plate rims.

Carry any plate with a trapped blob gently to the hood and b/f opening the

plate, suck it out with a sterile gauze pad or aspirator pipette.  Remove

the plate lid and wipe the plate bottom lip with an alcohol soaked sterile

gauze pad.  Replace the lid with a clean one.  Don't touch the pipette to

the lip of the plate, ever!  Put everything that is really precious in a

flask instead of a plate and save yourself the grief.

Once I figured this out,  I cultured antibiotic free for 3 years and never

had mold contamination again.

Hope I've saved them some time.
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Dear Safety netters,

I have been asked for material specifications and possible

suppliers for gloves for Class III Biosafety Cabinets. In this

special case a custom made Class III BSC has to be retrofitted with

new gloves.

Specific questions:

) Are there any publications on the material specifications for Class

III BSC, with a special focus on durability and restistance to

desinfectants.

) Has anybody got a list of suppliers (both European and North

American) for Class III BSC gloves?

Thank you in advance for your help

Otto

Otto Doblhoff-Dier, Inst. Appl. Microbiol, Univ. Agric.,

Nussdorfer Laende 11, A-1190 Vienna, Austria, Europe

Tel: *43-1-36006-6204    Fax:*43-1-3697615

EMAIL: doblhoff@edv2.boku.ac.at

WWW: http://www.boku.ac.at/iam/efb/doblhoff/doblhoff.htm
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Hi Otto

I don't know specifically about Class III cabinet gloves but here is a good

web site for glove selection.  Someone on the Biosafty group posted it b/f.

I checked it out - it's good.  It has a down-loadable glove chemical

resistance guide - from Best Manuf.

http://www.bestglove.com/

Judy Pointer

UTMDACC

jpointer@mdanderson.org
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University of Washington Employment Opportunities

MANAGER  OF OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH & SAFETY and ACCIDENT PREVENTION PROGRAMS

Department: Regional Primate Research Center.

Reference: 98-813

Description: Working independently and in conjunction with

investigators and managers, provide occupational health & safety

services such as job hazard/risk assessments, development of health

and safety programs, work site investigations, accident/incident

follow up, health effects investigations, education & training and

other identified needs. In this regard provide professional support

to administrative, researchers and executive heads, utilizing

substantial discretion and independent judgment. This position is

relatively unsupervised.

Requirements: Bachelor's degree in nursing with specialization in

occupational health; 2 - 3 years experience in field of Occupational

Health & Safety; experience with program development or equivalent

combination of education and experience in Occupational Health &

Safety, Biosafety, Bloodborne Pathogens and program development.

Disirable qualifications include: Master's degree in a related field;

familiarity with Biosafety Level 3 (BL-3) containment laboratory

operations; and experiences with immunology of other animal model

systems as well as other basic molecular biological techniques.

Equivalent education/experience may substitute for stated requirements.

Salary Range: Commensurate with qualifications and experience.

To apply, send a resume and letter describing relevant experience by

Monday, December 28, 1999 to:

Kathy Swindler

Regional Primate Research Center

Box 357330

University of Washington

Seattle, Washington 98195

The University of Washington is an equal opportunity, affirmative

action employer.
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Is there an accepted range of air exchanges per hour for BSL-2 lab space?

How are these measured?  I'd naively divide the volume of the lab space by

the rate of air supply (cubic feet per hour), but one of our engineers said

there are different conventions in use.

Is 100% fresh air merely desirable, or absolutely necessary, for a BSL-2 lab

equipped with biosafety cabinets (Type A/B3, exhausting through HEPA into

the lab)?

I looked through the NIH's Design Guide for Research Laboratories and came

up with design criteria specifying once-through 100% exhaust; directional

air flow; and a minimum air change rate of six air changes per hour.

Recollections from the recent ABSA meeting were that the air exchanges ought

to be higher, 10 to 12 per hour.

One of our PI's occupies lab space in the basement of our oldest building.

There appears to be very little air circulation through the lab and he needs

room to expand. We're measuring air flows now, but the facilities people

would like some guidance before we get to far along in a remodeling effort

or decide to replace the air handling unit.

Thanks much for your help either posted here or sent to me directly. (I

promise I'll pay better attention to facilities presentations at the next

ABSA meeting.)

Michael R. Betlach, Ph.D.

Biosafety Officer

Promega Corporation

2800 Woods Hollow Road

Madison, WI 53711

(608) 274-1181, Ext. 1270

(608) 277-2677  FAX

mbetlach@promega.com
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Otto,

In regards to your questions (below), specifications are probably

available through manufacturers of Class III BSC. In regards to

permeability studies, I would like to refer you to the follow articles

or reference text books.

There is an article entitled, "Permeation and Destructive Effects of

Disinfectants on Protective Gloves" which discusses permeation testing

of specific gloves. The study was performed by Mellstrom and Lindberg

(Dept. of Occup. Dermatology, University Hospital at Uppsala, Sweden),

and Boman (Univ of Calif, San Francisco, USA) for the National

Corporation of Swedish Pharmacies.

. The following is an abstract taken from the article itself published

in <underline>Contact Dermatitis</underline>, 1992, 26:163-170:

<fontfamily><param>Times</param><bigger>In working situations where

there is a possibility of acquiring blood-borne infections, the use of

disinfectants is important. It is also important to use protective

gloves, both to protect the skin against disinfectants and to protect

against infections. Changes in the structure of the glove material may,

however, interfere with the protective capability of the gloves. The

influence of 4 disinfectants on the material structure and protective

effect of 6 different brands of protective gloves was studied. The

proposed International Organization for Standardization (ISO) standard

method for determining the liquid chemical resistance of

air-impermeable materials was used for permeation  testing. Pieces of

latex and vinyl glove were also exposed to isopropanol and ethanol for

10, 30, and 60 minutes and then viewed in a scanning electron

microscope. Isopropanol permeated through latex and vinyl gloves in

less than 10 minutes. The polyethylene (PE) gloves were of quite

variable quality and the breakthrough time ranged from 4 to >240

minutes. The latex and vinyl gloves were also permeated by ethanol, but

at a much lower rate. The disinfectants Blifacid (based on p-chloro-m-

cresol) and Cidex (based on glutaraldehyde) did not permeate any of the

gloves tested within 60 minutes. Isopropanol had a destructive effect

on the material, which became opaque, stiff and brittle. This change in

structure was verified with the scanning electron microscope. The test

gloves of latex, vinyl and PE gave acceptable protection from contact

with Blifacid and Cidex for at least 60 minutes. The same gloves do not

give any total protection from contact with isopropranol and ethanol.

</bigger></fontfamily>Additional References are:

<fontfamily><param>Times</param><bigger>PROTECTIVE GLOVES FOR

OCCUPATIONAL USE" edited by Mellstrom, Wahlberg, Maiback from CRC

PRESS.

GUIDELINES FOR SELECTION OF CHEMICAL PROTECTIVE CLOTHING  (document

DE-02357T - UCRL ID 109106) edited by James Johnson (Lawrence Livermore

National Laboratory) and Arthur Schwope, Rosemary Goydan, Doreen S

Herman, Arthur Litte Inc. Available from the National Technical

Information Service

</bigger></fontfamily>In summary, gloves should be replaced whenever

torn, and replaced with increased frequency whenever research

activities cause glove fatigue. I hope this information helps.

Al Jin, BSO, IH, CBSP, MS, CM(AAM), M(ASCP),

Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, Livermore, CA,

Hazards Control Department

925 423-7385

E-mail:Jin2@llnl.gov

>Dear Safety netters,

>

>I have been asked for material specifications and possible

>suppliers for gloves for Class III Biosafety Cabinets. In this

>special case a custom made Class III BSC has to be retrofitted with

>new gloves.

>Specific questions:

>) Are there any publications on the material specifications for Class

>III BSC, with a special focus on durability and restistance to

>desinfectants.

>) Has anybody got a list of suppliers (both European and North

>American) for Class III BSC gloves?

>

>Thank you in advance for your help

>

>Otto

>Otto Doblhoff-Dier, Inst. Appl. Microbiol, Univ. Agric.,

>Nussdorfer Laende 11, A-1190 Vienna, Austria, Europe

>Tel: *43-1-36006-6204    Fax:*43-1-3697615

>EMAIL: doblhoff@edv2.boku.ac.at

>WWW: http://www.boku.ac.at/iam/efb/doblhoff/doblhoff.htm
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Just some quick thoughts:

Is there an accepted range of air exchanges per hour for BSL-2 lab space?

The NIH Design Guide is probably OK.

> How are these measured?  I'd naively divide the volume of the lab space by

> the rate of air supply (cubic feet per hour), but one of our engineers said

> there are different conventions in use.

The convention for air supply and exhaust to a space is cubic feet

per minute...but your engineer should be able to do the conversion.

Confusing the issue is, as you point out below, that the functional

specification is in air changes per hour.

> Is 100% fresh air merely desirable, or absolutely necessary, for a BSL-2 lab

> equipped with biosafety cabinets (Type A/B3, exhausting through HEPA into

> the lab)?

The issue is the source and destinations of any air that is

recirculated. Biological, chemical, and physical pollutants can be

filtered out, but 100% fresh air is usually cheaper.

>

> I looked through the NIH's Design Guide for Research Laboratories and came

> up with design criteria specifying once-through 100% exhaust; directional

> air flow; and a minimum air change rate of six air changes per hour.

> Recollections from the recent ABSA meeting were that the air exchanges ought

> to be higher, 10 to 12 per hour.

The higher rates are from times when air flow was poorly directed and

when specifying 10-12 was usually necessary to get 6. The minimum is

often not enough to supply makeup air for fume hoods or exhausting

biosafety cabinets.

Regards, Cliff

>

Clifford R. Roberts D.V.M.

Director

ucivet@uci.edu

University Laboratory Animal Resources          949-824-4340

University of California, Irvine                        Fax 949-824-2003

Irvine, CA  92697-1310
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Reply-To:     rubockpa@UMDNJ.EDU

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Paul Rubock <rubockpa@UMDNJ.EDU>

Organization: eohss-umdnj

Subject:      Pasteurella multocida

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: multipart/alternative;

              boundary="------------77126757790DF8FBB77B909A"

--------------77126757790DF8FBB77B909A

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

An investigator here will be using P. mutocida in his lab.  My

references have stated that occasional respiratory transmission occurs,

usually in people with underlying lung disease, cirrhosis, or other

immuno-deficient conditions.  My question is: are BSL-2+  procedures

adequate or is the risk on a par with tb (even when "non-healthy" folks

are excluded from the project) thus requiring a BSL-3 facility.

P.S.  Is there a new CDC phone number where you can talk to real

person-not a machine- with questions such as this??

Thanks in advance for your advice.

Paul Rubock

New Jersey Medical School

--------------77126757790DF8FBB77B909A

Content-Type: text/html; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

<!DOCTYPE HTML PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD HTML 4.0 Transitional//EN">

<HTML>

An investigator here will be using <I>P. mutocida</I> in his lab.&nbsp;

My references have stated that occasional respiratory transmission occurs,

usually in people with underlying lung disease, cirrhosis, or other immuno-deficient

conditions.&nbsp; My question is: are BSL-2+&nbsp; procedures adequate

or is the risk on a par with tb (even when "non-healthy" folks are excluded

from the project) thus requiring a BSL-3 facility.

<P>P.S.&nbsp; Is there a new CDC phone number where you can talk to real

person-not a machine- with questions such as this??

<P>Thanks in advance for your advice.

<P>Paul Rubock

<BR>New Jersey Medical School</HTML>

--------------77126757790DF8FBB77B909A--
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "John W. Chan" <jwchan@UCI.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Air exchanges in BSL-2 lab retrofit

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Cliff,

I noticed the message you sent to the biosafety listserv and thought to

address the issues you asked about:

1. In the past, laboratories in general were designed to 10-12 air changes

per hour. AAALAC recommends 15 ac/hr. and hi-lo ventilation; I think more

for odor control than anything else. However, more recent research and

improvements in ventilation system controllers for laboratories, including

state-of-the-art fume hood controllers, have shown that 6 ac/hr is

sufficient. Of course there are other factors that drives the requirements

for air changes; such as the heat load on the space and temperature

set-points. In general, ac/hr should not be used as a means to control

chemical or biological exposures. Fume hoods and biosafety cabinets are

used for that purpose.

You are correct in stating that ac/hr is dependent on the number of fume

hoods in a certain space.

2. Air exhange rates in a space can be either calculated from design

specifications or measured with a volume air flow measuring instrument and

calculated. One conventional way to do this: Total all the exhaust

volume(cubic feet/minute)for the lab space, including fume hood exhaust,

multiply by 60 to get the total air exhaust volume for one hour and divide

that number by the total volume of the space. The result is air changes per

hour. Another way is to total the supply volumes and do the same calculations.

3. 100% fresh air is not a requirement for BSL2. However, standard

laboratory design does not recirculate laboratory air. Biosafety cabinets

may be recirculated through HEPA filters into the lab space provided

chemicals or other toxic materials are used in the hood.

Give me a call at 949-8247-101 and I can discuss this with you in more detail.

John W. Chan, CIH

Manager, IH

Biosafety Officer

UCIrvine

>X-Comment: mitvma.mit.edu: Mail was sent by e4e.oac.uci.edu

>X-Sender: ucivet@e4e.oac.uci.edu

>Date:         Tue, 15 Dec 1998 18:17:37 -0800

>Reply-To: A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

>Sender: A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

>From: "Clifford R. Roberts DVM" <ucivet@UCI.EDU>

>Subject:      Re: Air exchanges in BSL-2 lab retrofit

>To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>

>Just some quick thoughts:

>

>Is there an accepted range of air exchanges per hour for BSL-2 lab space?

>The NIH Design Guide is probably OK.

>

>> How are these measured?  I'd naively divide the volume of the lab space by

>> the rate of air supply (cubic feet per hour), but one of our engineers said

>> there are different conventions in use.

>The convention for air supply and exhaust to a space is cubic feet

>per minute...but your engineer should be able to do the conversion.

>Confusing the issue is, as you point out below, that the functional

>specification is in air changes per hour.

>

>> Is 100% fresh air merely desirable, or absolutely necessary, for a BSL-2

lab

>> equipped with biosafety cabinets (Type A/B3, exhausting through HEPA into

>> the lab)?

>The issue is the source and destinations of any air that is

>recirculated. Biological, chemical, and physical pollutants can be

>filtered out, but 100% fresh air is usually cheaper.

>>

>> I looked through the NIH's Design Guide for Research Laboratories and came

>> up with design criteria specifying once-through 100% exhaust; directional

>> air flow; and a minimum air change rate of six air changes per hour.

>> Recollections from the recent ABSA meeting were that the air exchanges

ought

>> to be higher, 10 to 12 per hour.

>The higher rates are from times when air flow was poorly directed and

>when specifying 10-12 was usually necessary to get 6. The minimum is

>often not enough to supply makeup air for fume hoods or exhausting

>biosafety cabinets.

>

>Regards, Cliff

>>

>

>Clifford R. Roberts D.V.M.

>Director

>ucivet@uci.edu

>University Laboratory Animal Resources          949-824-4340

>University of California, Irvine                        Fax 949-824-2003

>Irvine, CA  92697-1310

>

>

John W. Chan

Manager, Industrial Hygiene/Biosafety

Environmental Health and Safety Office

University of California, Irvine

Irvine, CA 92697-2725

e-mail: jwchan@uci.edu

phone:(949) 824-7101

fax:(949) 824-8539
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Subject:      1998 IATA Changes -Reply

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Thanks for the IATA update!!

This message is for Art Rutlidge.  Could the recipient please pass this

request on to him?  Thanks

Art;

I attended the training you presented in Florida after the ABSA

conference and received the course materials.  Mike Kiley and I are in

process of developing a comprehensive "movement of biological

materials" document for the USDA, Agricultural Research Service

Agency.  Mike is located in the D.C Area and I am in Ames so distance is

a pain.  I'm wondering if I could get another course booklet from you so

that Mike and I are talking off the same pages.

Thanks in advance.

J. Scott Rusk, Director

Environmental Health & Safety

National Animal Disease Center

Ames, IA 50010

phone: 515-239-8258

fax: 515-239-8458

e-mail: srusk@nadc.ars.usda.gov
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From:         Carol Showalter <carol-showalter@UIOWA.EDU>

Subject:      Disinfection of sharps during laundering

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Dear Colleagues,

After needles and syringes have gone through commercial laundering,

(chlorox, detergents, and high heat), is there any study or documentation

to show the efficacy of disinfection for those types of materials?

Training of workers on the proper handling and disposal of such items is

certainly a must, but in terms of a BBP training and hep B vaccine, must

workers exposed to these on the "clean" side in a laundry facility be

included as "at risk"?

Does anyone know of testing that has been done to show that disinfection

does occur?  What is the general practice for launderies out there, either

in association with hospitals or in private industry using universal

precaution?

The issue become "sticky" when trying to manage the training of individuals

in an industry that has high turnover. If one could keep "temps" in areas

where they should have no risk of exposure, (other than an occasional sharp

that makes it what is the "clean side"), it would be extremely helpful.

If anyone has information that would be of assistance, I would  appreciate

hearing it.  Thank you!

Carol Showalter

Carol Showalter

Biosafety Professional

Health Protection Office

The University of Iowa

E-Mail:carol-showalter@uiowa.edu

Tel:319-335-9553

Fax:319-335-7564
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Le Blanc Smith, Peter" <Peter.Le.Blanc.Smith@DAH.CSIRO.AU>

Subject:      Re: Gloves for Class III BS Cabinets

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1"

I am not aware of any specification for gloves that are used in BSC III

cabinets.  However, gloves that are used on fully encapsulating suits,

flexible film isolators and anaerobic cabinets may be evaluated for your

application.

I suspect manufacturers would prefer the user to determine what gloves

should be used for the different applications.

Sources of information can be the various manufacturers.

1        Elwyn E Roberts (the company that took over Vickers Pathoflex

isolator range) had, at least, medium and large gloves for their isolators.

I suspect that they may still have Marigold Industrial brand rubber gloves.

Small/medium/large were a reasonable fit for all.

2        ILC Dover, a US manufacturer of fully encapsulating suits and

Trelleborg, a Scandinavian company.

3        Manufacturers of anaerobic bacteriological cabinets.

There are two ways to put a glove on a cabinet.

1.  A long (shoulder length) glove that is attached to the cabinet.

2.  A sleeve with cuff, onto which various wrist-length gloves can be

attached. This is the method that I have used for a BSC III hard-walled

construction cabinet for an ultracentrifuge. Gloves can be easily changed,

to accommodate different users hand size and when gloves deteriorate.

Criteria for gloves would include:

*       Strong. To resist tearing (as sometimes one might make an extreme

stretch within the isolator or in the suit).

*       Resistant to disinfectants and any other chemicals that you might

use. (Chemicals used would also be restricted by the material make-up of the

BSC III and/or the sleeve).

*       Less prone to perishing - to reduce the number of times gloves need

changing.

*       A rolled cuff, if an "O" ring is used to secure the glove on the

cuff, might be desirable.

*       A glove that suits the user. Finger length, fit across the palm of

the hand and tactile sensitivity.

An in situ pressure test performed regularly gives an objective measure of

the glove integrity as well as the whole system. (This cannot be done on a

contaminated, negative-pressure system!). Changing gloves frequently and

close inspection before every use is essential practice.

We initially used natural rubber gloves (Marigold Industrial Sureglove

brand) on flexible film isolators and on suits. Marigold came in a

Featherweight Plus style for fine work and Black Heavyweight style for use

in large animal facilities where more robust work such as autopsies and

manual handling is done. Marigold gloves have not been available for some

time. However, Elwyn E. Roberts may still have a source for them, as gloves

are on their spares list.

My experience with flexible film isolators and suits is that if you go for a

nitrile glove, you will need a variety of hand sizes (rather than small,

medium and large) as there is less stretch in the nitrile gloves than in

rubber gloves.

You will also need to decide on gloves worn on the hand before insertion

into the isolator glove.

I hope this is of some use.

Peter  Le Blanc Smith

Biocontainment Microbiologist

Australian Animal Health Laboratory

Private Mail Bag 24

Geelong    Vic    3220

Australia

http://www.ah.csiro.au

Ph:  (03)  5227 5451

Int: +61 3 5227 5451

Fax: (03)  5227 5555

Int: +61 3 5227 5555

E-mail address. Peter.Le.Blanc.Smith@dah.csiro.au

> -----Original Message-----

> From: DOBLHOFF-DIER OTTO [SMTP:doblhoff@EDV2.BOKU.AC.AT]

> Sent: Tuesday, December 15, 1998 5:39 PM

> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:      Gloves for Class III BS Cabinets

>

> Dear Safety netters,

>

> I have been asked for material specifications and possible

> suppliers for gloves for Class III Biosafety Cabinets. In this

> special case a custom made Class III BSC has to be retrofitted with

> new gloves.

> Specific questions:

> ) Are there any publications on the material specifications for Class

> III BSC, with a special focus on durability and restistance to

> desinfectants.

> ) Has anybody got a list of suppliers (both European and North

> American) for Class III BSC gloves?

>

> Thank you in advance for your help

>

> Otto

> Otto Doblhoff-Dier, Inst. Appl. Microbiol, Univ. Agric.,

> Nussdorfer Laende 11, A-1190 Vienna, Austria, Europe

> Tel: *43-1-36006-6204    Fax:*43-1-3697615

> EMAIL: doblhoff@edv2.boku.ac.at

> WWW: http://www.boku.ac.at/iam/efb/doblhoff/doblhoff.htm
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Reply-To:     btepper@home.com

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Byron S. Tepper" <btepper@HOME.COM>

Organization: @Home Network

Subject:      Hazard warning signage

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: multipart/mixed; boundary="------------E31BB393488A927FE5B76D9E"

This is a multi-part message in MIME format.

--------------E31BB393488A927FE5B76D9E

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

The recent discussions on laboratory safety signage have indicated to me

that some of the subscribers to BIOSAFTY may not be aware of the hazard

warning signage system which I presented as a poster session at the 1997

Biosafety Conference in La Jolla, CA.

The signage system was developed for Johns Hopkins.  Since I developed

the signage for Hopkins, they licensed the production and sales to my

corporation, BioControl, Inc.  I have been able to produce the signage

at a modest cost.  The signage is currently in use at the Johns Hopkins

University and Hospital, the University of Maryland at Baltimore and at

College Park, and several smaller universities and biotech companies.

The abstract for the Hazard Warning Signage and the Signage System Guide

is attached as well as a list of the hazard warning labels produced to

date.

Anyone interested in samples of the placard and the hazard warning

labels, and a price list should contact me by phone at 410-828-6330, or

send the request with your name and mailing address by fax at

410-828-6331 or E-mail at btepper@home.com.

--------------E31BB393488A927FE5B76D9E

Content-Type: application/rtf; name="ABSTRACT.BCI.rtf"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: base64

Content-Disposition: inline; filename="ABSTRACT.BCI.rtf"

e1xydGYxXGFuc2lcYW5zaWNwZzEyNTJcdWMxIFxkZWZmMFxkZWZsYW5nMTAzM1xkZWZsYW5n

ZmUxMDMze1xmb250dGJse1xmMFxmcm9tYW5cZmNoYXJzZXQwXGZwcnEye1wqXHBhbm9zZSAw

MjAyMDYwMzA1MDQwNTAyMDMwNH1UaW1lcyBOZXcgUm9tYW47fXtcZjE2XGZyb21hblxmY2hh

cnNldDBcZnBycTJ7XCpccGFub3NlIDAwMDAwMDAwMDAwMDAwMDAwMDAwfVRpbWVzIE5ldzt9

fXtcY29sb3J0Ymw7XHJlZDBcZ3JlZW4wXGJsdWUwOw0KXHJlZDBcZ3JlZW4wXGJsdWUyNTU7

XHJlZDBcZ3JlZW4yNTVcYmx1ZTI1NTtccmVkMFxncmVlbjI1NVxibHVlMDtccmVkMjU1XGdy

ZWVuMFxibHVlMjU1O1xyZWQyNTVcZ3JlZW4wXGJsdWUwO1xyZWQyNTVcZ3JlZW4yNTVcYmx1

ZTA7XHJlZDI1NVxncmVlbjI1NVxibHVlMjU1O1xyZWQwXGdyZWVuMFxibHVlMTI4O1xyZWQw

XGdyZWVuMTI4XGJsdWUxMjg7XHJlZDBcZ3JlZW4xMjhcYmx1ZTA7XHJlZDEyOFxncmVlbjBc

Ymx1ZTEyODsNClxyZWQxMjhcZ3JlZW4wXGJsdWUwO1xyZWQxMjhcZ3JlZW4xMjhcYmx1ZTA7

XHJlZDEyOFxncmVlbjEyOFxibHVlMTI4O1xyZWQxOTJcZ3JlZW4xOTJcYmx1ZTE5Mjt9e1xz

dHlsZXNoZWV0e1xub3dpZGN0bHBhclx3aWRjdGxwYXJcYWRqdXN0cmlnaHQgXGZzMjBcY2dy

aWQgXHNuZXh0MCBOb3JtYWw7fXtcczFcZmk3MjBcbGkxNDQwXGtlZXBuXG5vd2lkY3RscGFy

XHdpZGN0bHBhclxvdXRsaW5lbGV2ZWwwXGFkanVzdHJpZ2h0IFxjZ3JpZCANClxzYmFzZWRv

bjAgXHNuZXh0MCBoZWFkaW5nIDE7fXtcKlxjczEwIFxhZGRpdGl2ZSBEZWZhdWx0IFBhcmFn

cmFwaCBGb250O317XHMxNVxsaTE0NDBcbm93aWRjdGxwYXJcd2lkY3RscGFyXGFkanVzdHJp

Z2h0IFxmMTZcY2dyaWQgXHNiYXNlZG9uMCBcc25leHQxNSBCb2R5IFRleHQgMjt9e1xzMTZc

ZmktNzIwXGxpMTQ0MFxub3dpZGN0bHBhclx3aWRjdGxwYXJcYWRqdXN0cmlnaHQgXGYxNlxj

Z3JpZCBcc2Jhc2Vkb24wIFxzbmV4dDE2IA0KQm9keSBUZXh0IEluZGVudCAyO317XHMxN1xs

aTE0NDBcbm93aWRjdGxwYXJcd2lkY3RscGFyXGFkanVzdHJpZ2h0IFxiXGNncmlkIFxzYmFz

ZWRvbjAgXHNuZXh0MTcgQm9keSBUZXh0IEluZGVudCAzO319e1xpbmZve1x0aXRsZSBIQVpB

UkQgV0FSTklORyBTSUdOQUdFIEFORCBTSUdOQUdFIFNZU1RFTSBHVUlERSBGT1IgUkVTRUFS

Q0ggQU5EIERJQUdOT1NUSUMgTEFCT1JBVE9SSUVTfXtcYXV0aG9yIEJ5cm9uIFRlcHBlcn0N

Cntcb3BlcmF0b3IgQnlyb24gVGVwcGVyfXtcY3JlYXRpbVx5cjE5OThcbW8xMlxkeTE0XGhy

MTZcbWluMTl9e1xyZXZ0aW1ceXIxOTk4XG1vMTJcZHkxNFxocjE2XG1pbjMwfXtcdmVyc2lv

bjR9e1xlZG1pbnM0fXtcbm9mcGFnZXMzfXtcbm9md29yZHM1NDd9e1xub2ZjaGFyczMxMjJ9

e1wqXGNvbXBhbnkgQmlvQ29udHJvbCwgSW5jLn17XG5vZmNoYXJzd3MwfXtcdmVybjcxfX1c

bWFyZ2wxNDQwXG1hcmdyMTQ0MCANClx3aWRvd2N0cmxcZnRuYmpcYWVuZGRvY1xhZnRubmFy

XGx5dHBydG1ldFxoeXBoY2FwczBcdmlld2tpbmQxXHZpZXdzY2FsZTk1XHBnYnJkcmhlYWRc

cGdicmRyZm9vdCBcZmV0MFxzZWN0ZCBcc2Jrbm9uZVxsaW5leDBcZW5kbmhlcmVcc2VjdGRl

ZmF1bHRjbCB7XCpccG5zZWNsdmwxXHBudWNybVxwbnN0YXJ0MVxwbmluZGVudDcyMFxwbmhh

bmd7XHBudHh0YSAufX17XCpccG5zZWNsdmwyDQpccG51Y2x0clxwbnN0YXJ0MVxwbmluZGVu

dDcyMFxwbmhhbmd7XHBudHh0YSAufX17XCpccG5zZWNsdmwzXHBuZGVjXHBuc3RhcnQxXHBu

aW5kZW50NzIwXHBuaGFuZ3tccG50eHRhIC59fXtcKlxwbnNlY2x2bDRccG5sY2x0clxwbnN0

YXJ0MVxwbmluZGVudDcyMFxwbmhhbmd7XHBudHh0YSApfX17XCpccG5zZWNsdmw1XHBuZGVj

XHBuc3RhcnQxXHBuaW5kZW50NzIwXHBuaGFuZ3tccG50eHRiICh9e1xwbnR4dGEgKX19e1wq

XHBuc2VjbHZsNg0KXHBubGNsdHJccG5zdGFydDFccG5pbmRlbnQ3MjBccG5oYW5ne1xwbnR4

dGIgKH17XHBudHh0YSApfX17XCpccG5zZWNsdmw3XHBubGNybVxwbnN0YXJ0MVxwbmluZGVu

dDcyMFxwbmhhbmd7XHBudHh0YiAofXtccG50eHRhICl9fXtcKlxwbnNlY2x2bDhccG5sY2x0

clxwbnN0YXJ0MVxwbmluZGVudDcyMFxwbmhhbmd7XHBudHh0YiAofXtccG50eHRhICl9fXtc

KlxwbnNlY2x2bDlccG5sY3JtXHBuc3RhcnQxXHBuaW5kZW50NzIwXHBuaGFuZw0Ke1xwbnR4

dGIgKH17XHBudHh0YSApfX1ccGFyZFxwbGFpbiBcczE3XGxpMTQ0MFxub3dpZGN0bHBhclx3

aWRjdGxwYXJcYWRqdXN0cmlnaHQgXGJcY2dyaWQgSEFaQVJEIFdBUk5JTkcgU0lHTkFHRSBB

TkQgU0lHTkFHRSBTWVNURU0gR1VJREUgRk9SIFJFU0VBUkNIIEFORCBESUFHTk9TVElDIExB

Qk9SQVRPUklFUy4NClxwYXIgXHBhcmRccGxhaW4gXHMxXGxpMTQ0MFxrZWVwblxub3dpZGN0

bHBhclx3aWRjdGxwYXJcb3V0bGluZWxldmVsMFxhZGp1c3RyaWdodCBcY2dyaWQge0J5cm9u

IFMuIFRlcHBlciwgQmlvQ29udHJvbCwgSW5jLiwgTHV0aGVydmlsbGUsIE1hcnlsYW5kDQpc

cGFyIH1ccGFyZFxwbGFpbiBcbm93aWRjdGxwYXJcd2lkY3RscGFyXGFkanVzdHJpZ2h0IFxm

czIwXGNncmlkIHtcZnMyNCANClxwYXIgfVxwYXJkIFxxalxsaTE0NDBcbm93aWRjdGxwYXJc

d2lkY3RscGFyXHR4MTQ0MFxhZGp1c3RyaWdodCB7XGYxNlxmczI0IEEgIEpvaG5zIEhvcGtp

bnMgfXtcaVxmMTZcZnMyNCBIYXphcmQgV2FybmluZyBTaWduYWdlIFN5c3RlbX17XGYxNlxm

czI0IA0KIHdhcyBkZXZlbG9wZWQgaW4gMTk3NyB0byBwcm92aWRlIGFuIGFlc3RoZXRpYyBz

aWduYWdlIHN5c3RlbSBmb3IgdGhlIGlkZW50aWZpY2F0aW9uIGFuZCBjb250cm9sIG9mICBh

cmVhcyB3aGVyZSBvbmUgb3IgbW9yZSAgYmlvbG9naWNhbCwgY2hlbWljYWwsIHJhZGlvbG9n

aWNhbCBvciBwaHlzaWNhbCBoYXphcmRzIGV4aXN0LiAgVGhlIG9yaWdpbmFsIH17XGlcZjE2

XGZzMjQgU3lzdGVtfXtcZjE2XGZzMjQgDQogKGEpIHByb3ZpZGVkIHdhcm5pbmdzIGZvciB0

aGUgbWFqb3IgaGF6YXJkcyBmb3VuZCBpbiBsYWJvcmF0b3JpZXMgYW5kIHNlcnZpY2UgYXJl

YXMgb2YgdGhlIHVuaXZlcnNpdHkgYW5kIGhvc3BpdGFsLCAoYikgcHJvdmlkZWQgIGEgbWVh

bnMgZm9yIGlkZW50aWZ5aW5nIHVwIHRvIHRocmVlICgzKSBoDQphemFyZHMgd2l0aGluIGEg

cG9zdGVkIGFyZWEsIGFuZCAoYykgcHJvdmlkZWQgaGF6YXJkIHdhcm5pbmdzIGluIGNvbXBs

aWFuY2Ugd2l0aCBmZWRlcmFsLCBzdGF0ZSBhbmQgbG9jYWwgcmVndWxhdGlvbnMgICBcdGFi

IA0KXHBhciB9XHBhcmQgXG5vd2lkY3RscGFyXHdpZGN0bHBhclxhZGp1c3RyaWdodCB7XGYx

NlxmczI0IA0KXHBhciB9XHBhcmQgXGZpLTE0NDBcbGkxNDQwXG5vd2lkY3RscGFyXHdpZGN0

bHBhclxhZGp1c3RyaWdodCB7XGYxNlxmczI0IFx0YWIgICAgICAgICAgICBcdGFiIFx0YWIg

DQpCeSAxOTk0LCBpdCBiZWNhbWUgYXBwYXJlbnQgdGhhdCBtb3JlIHRoYW4gdGhyZWUgKDMp

IGhhemFyZCBsYWJlbHMgd291bGQgYmUgcmVxdWlyZWQgZm9yIG1vc3QgbGFib3JhdG9yaWVz

LiAgUG9saWNpZXMgaGFkIGJlZW4gYWRvcHRlZCB3aGljaCBuZWNlc3NpdGF0ZWQgdGhlIGlk

ZW50aWZpY2F0aW9uIGFuZCBwb3N0aW5nIG9mIGFyZWFzIHdoZXJlIGV5ZSBwcm90ZWN0aW9u

IGlzIHJlcXVpcmVkOyBPU0hBIGFuZCB0aGUgTlJDIHN0YW5kYXJkcyANCnINCmVxdWlyZWQg

cG9zdGluZyBvZiBhcmVhcyB3aGVyZSBmb29kIGFuZCBkcmluayBhcmUgcHJvaGliaXRlZDsg

dGhlcmUgd2VyZSByZXF1aXJlbWVudHMgdG8gbW9yZSBzcGVjaWZpY2FsbHkgaWRlbnRpZnkg

dGhlIGJpb2hhemFyZCBwcmVjYXV0aW9ucyBpbiBsYWJvcmF0b3JpZXM7IHRoZXJlIHdhcyBh

IG5lZWQgdG8gaWRlbnRpZnkgd2hlcmUgY2VydGFpbiBwYXJ0aWN1bGFybHkgZGFuZ2Vyb3Vz

IGNoZW1pY2FscyBhbmQgZ2FzZXMgYXJlIHVzZWQ7IA0KYW5kIHRoZSBoYXphcmQgcHJlc2Vu

dGVkIGJ5IG5vbi1pb25pemluZyByYWRpYXRpb24gYW5kIGxhc2VycyBoYWQgdG8gYmUgaWRl

bnRpZmllZC4NClxwYXIgfVxwYXJkIFxub3dpZGN0bHBhclx3aWRjdGxwYXJcYWRqdXN0cmln

aHQge1xmMTZcZnMyNCAgICAgICAgICAgICAgICAgICAgICAgICAgICAgICAgICAgICAgICAg

ICAgDQpccGFyIH1ccGFyZFxwbGFpbiBcczE1XGxpMTQ0MFxub3dpZGN0bHBhclx3aWRjdGxw

YXJcYWRqdXN0cmlnaHQgXGYxNlxjZ3JpZCB7VGhlIGhhemFyZCB3YXJuaW5nIHN5c3RlbSB3

YXMgcmVkZXNpZ25lZCBhbmQgdGhlIGZvbGxvd2luZyBtb2RpZmljYXRpb25zL2ltcHJvdmVt

ZW50cyB3ZXJlIG1hZGUgdG8gdGhlIG9yaWdpbmFsIHNpZ25hZ2Ugc3lzdGVtLg0KXHBhciB9

XHBhcmRccGxhaW4gXG5vd2lkY3RscGFyXHdpZGN0bHBhclxhZGp1c3RyaWdodCBcZnMyMFxj

Z3JpZCB7XGYxNlxmczI0ICAgICAgICAgICAgICAgICAgICAgICAgICAgICANClxwYXIgfVxw

YXJkXHBsYWluIFxzMTZcZmktNzIwXGxpMTQ0MFxub3dpZGN0bHBhclx3aWRjdGxwYXJcYWRq

dXN0cmlnaHQgXGYxNlxjZ3JpZCB7XHRhYiAoYSkgVGhlIDEwIiB4IDEwIiBzaWduYWdlIHBs

YWNhcmQgd2FzIG1vZGlmaWVkIGFuZCBsYWJlbHMgd2VyZSBkb3duc2l6ZWQgdG8gcHJvdmlk

ZSBzcGFjZSBmb3IgKDgpIHNlbGYtYWRoZXNpdmUgaGF6YXJkIHdhcm5pbmcgb3Igc2FmZXR5

IHByZWNhdXRpb24gbGFiZWxzLg0KXHBhciB9XHBhcmRccGxhaW4gXG5vd2lkY3RscGFyXHdp

ZGN0bHBhclxhZGp1c3RyaWdodCBcZnMyMFxjZ3JpZCB7XGYxNlxmczI0IA0KXHBhciB9XHBh

cmQgXGxpMTQ0MFxub3dpZGN0bHBhclx3aWRjdGxwYXJcYWRqdXN0cmlnaHQge1xmMTZcZnMy

NCAoYikgIFRoZSB0d28gcGxhc3RpYyBwbGFjYXJkcyB1c2VkIGZvciBpZGVudGlmeWluZyB0

aGUgbGV2ZWwgb2YgcmlzayBmb3IgYSB3b3JrIGFyZWEgIChsb3cgcmlzayBvciBcdGFiIA0K

bW9kZXJhdGUvaGlnaCByaXNrIHdlcmUgcmVwbGFjZWQgd2l0aCBhIHNpbmdsZSBwbGFjYXJk

IHdoaWNoIGNvdWxkIGJlIHVwZ3JhZGVkIGJ5IGFmZml4aW5nIGEgInJlc3RyaWN0ZWQgYXJl

YSIgbGFiZWwgdG8gdGhlIHBsYWNhcmQuDQpccGFyIH1ccGFyZCBcbm93aWRjdGxwYXJcd2lk

Y3RscGFyXGFkanVzdHJpZ2h0IHtcZjE2XGZzMjQgICAgICAgICAgICBcdGFiICAgICAgICAg

ICAgICAgICAgICAgICAgICAgICAgICAgICAgICAgICAgICAgICAgICAgICAgICAgICAgICAg

ICAgICAgICAgICAgICAgICAgICAgICAgICAgICAgICAgICAgICAgICAgICAgICAgICAgICAg

ICAgICAgDQpccGFyIH1ccGFyZCBcbGkxNDQwXG5vd2lkY3RscGFyXHdpZGN0bHBhcg0KXHR4

LTEwODBcdHgtNzIwXHR4MVx0eDE0NDBcdHgyMTYwXHR4Mjg4MFx0eDM2MDBcdHg0MzIwXHR4

NTA0MFx0eDU3NjBcdHg2NDgwXHR4NzIwMFx0eDc5MjBcdHg4NjQwXHR4OTM2MFx0eDEwMDgw

XHR4MTA4MDBcdHgxMTUyMFx0eDEyMjQwXHR4MTI5NjBcdHgxMzY4MFx0eDE0NDAwXHR4MTUx

MjBcdHgxNTg0MFx0eDE2NTYwXHR4MTcyODBcdHgxODAwMFx0eDE4NzIwXGFkanVzdHJpZ2h0

IHtcZjE2XGZzMjQgDQooYykgVGhlIG51bWJlciBvZiBoYXphcmQgd2FybmluZy9zYWZldHkg

cHJlY2F1dGlvbiBsYWJlbHMgd2FzIGluY3JlYXNlZCBmcm9tIDkgdG8gb3ZlciAzMC4gVGhl

cmUgaXMgcHJvdmlzaW9uIGZvciBhZGRpdGlvbmFsIHN0YW5kYXJkIHdhcm5pbmcgbGFiZWxz

IGFuZCBmb3IgY3VzdG9taXplZCBoYXphcmQgd2FybmluZyBsYWJlbHMuXHRhYiANClxwYXIg

fVxwYXJkIFxub3dpZGN0bHBhclx3aWRjdGxwYXJcdHgtMTA4MFx0eC03MjBcdHgxXHR4MTQ0

MFx0eDIxNjBcdHgyODgwXHR4MzYwMFx0eDQzMjBcdHg1MDQwXHR4NTc2MFx0eDY0ODBcdHg3

MjAwXHR4NzkyMFx0eDg2NDBcdHg5MzYwXHR4MTAwODBcdHgxMDgwMFx0eDExNTIwXHR4MTIy

NDBcdHgxMjk2MFx0eDEzNjgwXHR4MTQ0MDBcdHgxNTEyMFx0eDE1ODQwXHR4MTY1NjBcdHgx

NzI4MFx0eDE4MDAwXHR4MTg3MjBcYWRqdXN0cmlnaHQgew0KXGYxNlxmczI0ICAgICAgICAg

ICAgDQpccGFyIH1ccGFyZCBcbGkxNDQwXG5vd2lkY3RscGFyXHdpZGN0bHBhcg0KXHR4LTEw

ODBcdHgtNzIwXHR4MVx0eDE0NDBcdHgyMTYwXHR4Mjg4MFx0eDM2MDBcdHg0MzIwXHR4NTA0

MFx0eDU3NjBcdHg2NDgwXHR4NzIwMFx0eDc5MjBcdHg4NjQwXHR4OTM2MFx0eDEwMDgwXHR4

MTA4MDBcdHgxMTUyMFx0eDEyMjQwXHR4MTI5NjBcdHgxMzY4MFx0eDE0NDAwXHR4MTUxMjBc

dHgxNTg0MFx0eDE2NTYwXHR4MTcyODBcdHgxODAwMFx0eDE4NzIwXGFkanVzdHJpZ2h0IHtc

ZjE2XGZzMjQgQSBcbGRibHF1b3RlIEhhemFyZCANCldhcm5pbmcgU2lnbmFnZSBHdWlkZVxy

ZGJscXVvdGUgDQp3YXMgcHJlcGFyZWQgdG8gZGVzY3JpYmUgdGhlIHNwZWNpZmljIHdhcm5p

bmcgbGFiZWxzIGFuZCBpZGVudGlmeSB0aGUgY29uZGl0aW9ucyB1bmRlciB3aGljaCBlYWNo

IGhhemFyZCB3YXJuaW5nIGlzIHRvIGJlIHVzZWQuICBUaGUgIkd1aWRlIiBhbHNvIGRldGFp

bHMgdGhlIGFjY2VzcyBjb250cm9scywgd29yayBwcmFjdGljZXMsIGhvdXNla2VlcGluZyBy

ZXNwb25zaWJpbGl0aWVzLCBtYWludGVuYW5jZSwNCiBhbmQgZW1lcmdlbmN5IHJlc3BvbnNl

IGZvciBhcmVhcyBwb3N0ZWQgd2l0aCB0aGVzZSBzaWducy4NClxwYXIgfVxwYXJkIFxub3dp

ZGN0bHBhclx3aWRjdGxwYXJcdHgtMTA4MFx0eC03MjBcdHgxXHR4MTQ0MFx0eDIxNjBcdHgy

ODgwXHR4MzYwMFx0eDQzMjBcdHg1MDQwXHR4NTc2MFx0eDY0ODBcdHg3MjAwXHR4NzkyMFx0

eDg2NDBcdHg5MzYwXHR4MTAwODBcdHgxMDgwMFx0eDExNTIwXHR4MTIyNDBcdHgxMjk2MFx0

eDEzNjgwXHR4MTQ0MDBcdHgxNTEyMFx0eDE1ODQwXHR4MTY1NjBcdHgxNzI4MFx0eDE4MDAw

XHR4MTg3MjBcYWRqdXN0cmlnaHQgew0KXGYxNlxmczI0IA0KXHBhciB9XHBhcmQgXGxpMjE2

MFxzbDM2MFxzbG11bHQwXG5vd2lkY3RscGFyXHdpZGN0bHBhcg0KXHR4LTEwODBcdHgtNzIw

XHR4MVx0eDE0NDBcdHgyMTYwXHR4Mjg4MFx0eDM2MDBcdHg0MzIwXHR4NTA0MFx0eDU3NjBc

dHg2NDgwXHR4NzIwMFx0eDc5MjBcdHg4NjQwXHR4OTM2MFx0eDEwMDgwXHR4MTA4MDBcdHgx

MTUyMFx0eDEyMjQwXHR4MTI5NjBcdHgxMzY4MFx0eDE0NDAwXHR4MTUxMjBcdHgxNTg0MFx0

eDE2NTYwXHR4MTcyODBcdHgxODAwMFx0eDE4NzIwXGFkanVzdHJpZ2h0IHtcZnMyNCANClxw

YXIgfVxwYXJkIFxub3dpZGN0bHBhclx3aWRjdGxwYXJcYWRqdXN0cmlnaHQge1xmMTYgDQpc

cGFyIA0KXHBhciB9XHBhcmQgXHFjXG5vd2lkY3RscGFyXHdpZGN0bHBhclxhZGp1c3RyaWdo

dCB7XGYxNiAoMSkNClxwYXIgfVxwYXJkIFxub3dpZGN0bHBhclx3aWRjdGxwYXJcYWRqdXN0

cmlnaHQge1xmMTYgDQpccGFyIH1ccGFyZCBccWNcbm93aWRjdGxwYXJcd2lkY3RscGFyXGFk

anVzdHJpZ2h0IHtcZjE2IEhBWkFSRCBXQVJOSU5HIExBQkVMUw0KXHBhciB9XHBhcmQgXG5v

d2lkY3RscGFyXHdpZGN0bHBhclxhZGp1c3RyaWdodCB7XGYxNiANClxwYXIgXHNlY3QgfVxz

ZWN0ZCBcc2Jrbm9uZVxsaW5leDBcY29sczJcZW5kbmhlcmVcc2VjdGRlZmF1bHRjbCBccGFy

ZFxwbGFpbiBcbm93aWRjdGxwYXJcd2lkY3RscGFyXGFkanVzdHJpZ2h0IFxmczIwXGNncmlk

IHtcZjE2IDkwNDEwICAgIEFuaW1hbCBCaW9zYWZldHkgTGV2ZWwgMiANClxwYXIgOTA0MTEg

ICAgQW5pbWFsIEJpb3NhZmV0eSBMZXZlbCAzXHRhYiANClxwYXIgOTA0MTIgICAgQmlvaGF6

YXJkXHRhYiANClxwYXIgOTA0MTMgICAgQmlvaGF6YXJkIC8gSW5mZWN0ZWQgQW5pbWFsc1x0

YWIgDQpccGFyIDkwNDE0ICAgIEJpb2hhemFyZCAvIEluZmVjdGlvdXMgQWdlbnRzDQpccGFy

IH1ccGFyZCBcbm93aWRjdGxwYXJcd2lkY3RscGFyXHR4LTEwODBcdHgtNzIwXHR4MVx0eDM2

MFx0eDcyMFx0eDIxNjBcdHgyODgwXHR4MzYwMFx0eDQzMjBcdHg1MDQwXHR4NTc2MFx0eDY0

ODBcdHg3MjAwXHR4NzkyMFx0eDg2NDBcdHg5MzYwXHR4MTAwODBcdHgxMDgwMFx0eDExNTIw

XHR4MTIyNDBcdHgxMjk2MFx0eDEzNjgwXHR4MTQ0MDBcdHgxNTEyMFx0eDE1ODQwXHR4MTY1

NjBcdHgxNzI4MFx0eDE4MDAwXHR4MTg3MjBcYWRqdXN0cmlnaHQgew0KXGYxNiA5MDQxNSAg

ICBCaW9oYXphcmQgLyBQb3RlbnRpYWxseSBJbmZlY3Rpb3VzIA0KXHBhciAgICAgICAgICAg

ICAgIE1hdGVyaWFscw0KXHBhciA5MDQxNlx0YWIgQmlvc2FmZXR5IExldmVsIDJcdGFiIFx0

YWIgXHRhYiANClxwYXIgfVxwYXJkIFxub3dpZGN0bHBhclx3aWRjdGxwYXJcdHgtMTA4MFx0

eC03MjBcdHgxXHR4MzYwXHR4NzIwXHR4MTQ0MFx0eDI4ODBcdHgzNjAwXHR4NDMyMFx0eDUw

NDBcdHg1NzYwXHR4NjQ4MFx0eDcyMDBcdHg3OTIwXHR4ODY0MFx0eDkzNjBcdHgxMDA4MFx0

eDEwODAwXHR4MTE1MjBcdHgxMjI0MFx0eDEyOTYwXHR4MTM2ODBcdHgxNDQwMFx0eDE1MTIw

XHR4MTU4NDBcdHgxNjU2MFx0eDE3MjgwXHR4MTgwMDBcdHgxODcyMFxhZGp1c3RyaWdodCB7

DQpcZjE2IDkwNDE3XHRhYiBCaW9zYWZldHkgTGV2ZWwgM1x0YWIgXHRhYiANClxwYXIgOTA0

MThcdGFiIFNvbGlkIFllbGxvdyBCbGFuayANClxwYXIgOTA0MTlcdGFiIEJTTCAzIFdvcmsg

UHJhY3RpY2VzXHRhYiBcdGFiIA0KXHBhciA5MDQyMFx0YWIgQ2FuY2VyIFN1c3BlY3QgQWdl

bnRcdGFiIFx0YWIgDQpccGFyIDkwNDIxXHRhYiBDYW5jZXIgSGF6YXJkXHRhYiBcdGFiIA0K

XHBhciA5MDQyMlx0YWIgQ2hlbWljYWwgU3RvcmFnZSBBcmVhXHRhYiBcdGFiIA0KXHBhciA5

MDQyM1x0YWIgQ29ycm9zaXZlIE1hdGVyaWFsc1x0YWIgXHRhYiANClxwYXIgOTA0MjRcdGFi

IEVsZWN0cmljYWwgSGF6YXJkXHRhYiBcdGFiIA0KXHBhciB9XHBhcmQgXG5vd2lkY3RscGFy

XHdpZGN0bHBhclx0eC0xMDgwXHR4LTcyMFx0eDFcdHgzNjBcdHgxNDQwXHR4Mjg4MFx0eDM2

MDBcdHg0MzIwXHR4NTA0MFx0eDU3NjBcdHg2NDgwXHR4NzIwMFx0eDc5MjBcdHg4NjQwXHR4

OTM2MFx0eDEwMDgwXHR4MTA4MDBcdHgxMTUyMFx0eDEyMjQwXHR4MTI5NjBcdHgxMzY4MFx0

eDE0NDAwXHR4MTUxMjBcdHgxNTg0MFx0eDE2NTYwXHR4MTcyODBcdHgxODAwMFx0eDE4NzIw

XGFkanVzdHJpZ2h0IHtcZjE2IA0KOTA0MjUgICAgRUxGL0VNRiBIYXphcmQNClxwYXIgOTA0

MjYgICAgRXllIFByb3RlY3Rpb24gUmVxdWlyZWRcdGFiIFx0YWIgDQpccGFyIDkwNDI3ICAg

IEZsYW1tYWJsZSBNYXRlcmlhbHNcdGFiIFx0YWIgDQpccGFyIDkwNDI4ICAgIEhlYXJpbmcg

UHJvdGVjdGlvbiBSZXF1aXJlZA0KXHBhciA5MDQyOSAgICBIaWdoIFZvbHRhZ2VcdGFiIFx0

YWIgDQpccGFyIDkwNDMwICAgIEhpZ2ggUmFkaWF0aW9uIEFyZWFcdGFiIFx0YWIgDQpccGFy

IDkwNDMxICAgIExhc2VyIFJhZGlhdGlvbiAtIERhbmdlclx0YWIgXHRhYiANClxwYXIgOTA0

MzIgICAgTGFzZXIgUmFkaWF0aW9uXHRhYiBcdGFiIA0KXHBhciA5MDQzMyAgICBNaWNyb3dh

dmUgUmFkaWF0aW9uXHRhYiBcdGFiIA0KXHBhciA5MDQzNCAgICBORlBBIDcwNC1JZGVudGlm

aWNhdGlvbn17XGJcZjE2ICB9e1xmMTYgb2YgRmlyZSANClxwYXIgICAgICAgICAgICAgICBI

YXphcmRzIA0KXHBhciA5MDQzNSAgICBObyBGb29kIG9yIERyaW5rXHRhYiBcdGFiIA0KXHBh

ciA5MDQzNiAgICBQcm90ZWN0aXZlIENsb3RoaW5nIFJlcXVpcmVkXHRhYiANClxwYXIgOTA0

MzcgICAgUmFkaWF0aW9uIEFyZWFcdGFiIFx0YWIgDQpccGFyIDkwNDM4ICAgIFJhZGlvYWN0

aXZlIE1hdGVyaWFsc1x0YWIgDQpccGFyIDkwNDM5ICAgIFJlc3RyaWN0ZWQgQXJlYVx0YWIg

XHRhYiANClxwYXIgOTA0NDAgICAgVG94aWMgR2FzDQpccGFyIDkwNDQxICAgIFRveGljIENo

ZW1pY2Fsc1x0YWIgXHRhYiANClxwYXIgOTA0NDIgICAgVWx0cmF2aW9sZXQgTGlnaHRcdGFi

IFx0YWIgDQpccGFyIDkwNDQzICAgIEhhemFyZG91cyBXYXN0ZSBHZW5lcmF0b3JcdGFiIA0K

XHBhciA5MDQ0NCAgICBOYXR1cmFsIEdhcw0KXHBhciA5MDQ0NSAgICBSYWRpb2FjdGl2ZSBX

YXN0ZSBHZW5lcmF0b3INClxwYXIgOTA0NDYgICAgWC1yYXkgRXF1aXBtZW50ICANClxwYXIg

fVxwYXJkIFxzbDM2MFxzbG11bHQwXG5vd2lkY3RscGFyXHdpZGN0bHBhcg0KXHR4LTEwODBc

dHgtNzIwXHR4MVx0eDE0NDBcdHgyMTYwXHR4Mjg4MFx0eDM2MDBcdHg0MzIwXHR4NTA0MFx0

eDU3NjBcdHg2NDgwXHR4NzIwMFx0eDc5MjBcdHg4NjQwXHR4OTM2MFx0eDEwMDgwXHR4MTA4

MDBcdHgxMTUyMFx0eDEyMjQwXHR4MTI5NjBcdHgxMzY4MFx0eDE0NDAwXHR4MTUxMjBcdHgx

NTg0MFx0eDE2NTYwXHR4MTcyODBcdHgxODAwMFx0eDE4NzIwXGFkanVzdHJpZ2h0IHtcZjE2

IFxzZWN0IH1cc2VjdGQgDQpcc2Jrbm9uZVxsaW5leDBcZW5kbmhlcmVcc2VjdGRlZmF1bHRj

bCBccGFyZFxwbGFpbiBcc2wzNjBcc2xtdWx0MFxub3dpZGN0bHBhclx3aWRjdGxwYXINClx0

eC0xMDgwXHR4LTcyMFx0eDFcdHgxNDQwXHR4MjE2MFx0eDI4ODBcdHgzNjAwXHR4NDMyMFx0

eDUwNDBcdHg1NzYwXHR4NjQ4MFx0eDcyMDBcdHg3OTIwXHR4ODY0MFx0eDkzNjBcdHgxMDA4

MFx0eDEwODAwXHR4MTE1MjBcdHgxMjI0MFx0eDEyOTYwXHR4MTM2ODBcdHgxNDQwMFx0eDE1

MTIwXHR4MTU4NDBcdHgxNjU2MFx0eDE3MjgwXHR4MTgwMDBcdHgxODcyMFxhZGp1c3RyaWdo

dCBcZnMyMFxjZ3JpZCB7XGYxNiANClxwYXIgDQpccGFyIA0KXHBhciANClxwYXIgDQpccGFy

IA0KXHBhciANClxwYXIgDQpccGFyIA0KXHBhciANClxwYXIgDQpccGFyIA0KXHBhciANClxw

YXIgDQpccGFyIA0KXHBhciANClxwYXIgfVxwYXJkIFxxY1xzbDM2MFxzbG11bHQwXG5vd2lk

Y3RscGFyXHdpZGN0bHBhcg0KXHR4LTEwODBcdHgtNzIwXHR4MVx0eDE0NDBcdHgyMTYwXHR4

Mjg4MFx0eDM2MDBcdHg0MzIwXHR4NTA0MFx0eDU3NjBcdHg2NDgwXHR4NzIwMFx0eDc5MjBc

dHg4NjQwXHR4OTM2MFx0eDEwMDgwXHR4MTA4MDBcdHgxMTUyMFx0eDEyMjQwXHR4MTI5NjBc

dHgxMzY4MFx0eDE0NDAwXHR4MTUxMjBcdHgxNTg0MFx0eDE2NTYwXHR4MTcyODBcdHgxODAw

MFx0eDE4NzIwXGFkanVzdHJpZ2h0IHtcZjE2ICgyKVxwYWdlIH17XGZzMjQgDQpccGFyIH1c

cGFyZCBcc2wzNjBcc2xtdWx0MFxub3dpZGN0bHBhclx3aWRjdGxwYXINClx0eC0xMDgwXHR4

LTcyMFx0eDFcdHgxNDQwXHR4MjE2MFx0eDI4ODBcdHgzNjAwXHR4NDMyMFx0eDUwNDBcdHg1

NzYwXHR4NjQ4MFx0eDcyMDBcdHg3OTIwXHR4ODY0MFx0eDkzNjBcdHgxMDA4MFx0eDEwODAw

XHR4MTE1MjBcdHgxMjI0MFx0eDEyOTYwXHR4MTM2ODBcdHgxNDQwMFx0eDE1MTIwXHR4MTU4

NDBcdHgxNjU2MFx0eDE3MjgwXHR4MTgwMDBcdHgxODcyMFxhZGp1c3RyaWdodCB7XGZzMjQg

DQpccGFyIH19

--------------E31BB393488A927FE5B76D9E--
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Gerry.Griffin" <Gerry.Griffin@MED.NYU.EDU>

Subject:      vaccinia
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Wondering what other institutions require for work with non-replicative

vaccinia virus?  Our instincts are still to require vaccination of

employees and work at BSL2 based on possibility of virus becoming

replicative.

Thanks in advance for any info.

----------------------------------------

Gerry Griffin

Environmental Services

Email: Gerry.Griffin@med.nyu.edu
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Hofherr, Leslie" <Leslie@ADMIN.UCLA.EDU>

Subject:      Re: vaccinia
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Griffin Gerry and biosafety netters,

UCLA offers the vaccination to the research persons who will directly handle

any form of recombinant vaccinia virus replicative or non-replicative.

Persons in the laboratory who will not handle or use the virus are not

offered the vaccination. We follow the CDC Guidelines published in MMWR Vol.

40, No. RR-14 -- Recommendations and Reports. "Vaccinia (Smallpox) Vaccine

-- Recommendations of the Immunization Practices Advisory Committee (ACIP)".

We are lucky to have an Infectious Disease Doctor who councils individuals

and administers the vacciniation. The UCLA Medical Center has a consent form

that is required reading and signing to receive the vacciniation. Most of

our researchers who handle recombinant vaccinia have chosen to be

vaccinated.

Leslie Hofherr

UCLA Laboratory and Biological Safety

leslie@admin.ucla.edu

> ----------

> From:         Gerry.Griffin[SMTP:Gerry.Griffin@MED.NYU.EDU]

> Reply To:     A Biosafety Discussion List

> Sent:         Friday, December 18, 1998 8:24 AM

> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:      vaccinia

>

> Wondering what other institutions require for work with non-replicative

> vaccinia virus?  Our instincts are still to require vaccination of

> employees and work at BSL2 based on possibility of virus becoming

> replicative.

> Thanks in advance for any info.

> ----------------------------------------

> Gerry Griffin

> Environmental Services

> Email: Gerry.Griffin@med.nyu.edu

>
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Funk, Glenn" <GLENNF@EHSMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: vaccinia

MIME-Version: 1.0
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Gerry -

Our basic policy at UCSF is that all replication-defective agents are

arbitrarily assigned the Risk Group of their wild-type counterparts and

then adjusted upwards if the transgene warrants it.  Thus, all vaccinia

work starts at RG2, as does rep-def adenovirus and rep-def retrovirus.

Adeno-Associated Virus (AAV) is rep-def in its wild-type form so is RG1

to start.

We're especially cautious with vaccinia because we've encountered PIs

who want to insert a transgene coding for a normal human protein.  If

that protein were, for example, normal human myelin, the vaccinia

construct would be a fine device to induce experimental allergic

encephalomyelitis (EAE) in an accidentally infected worker.  We ask PIs

proposing use of vaccinia vectors to justify their choice and ensure us

that they've considered alternative vectors.  If we approve the use of

vaccinia, we make certain the PI implements our orthopoxvirus health

surveillance program, which includes risk counseling, contraindication

awareness for vaccination, and training in proper handling and decon

procedures, and we strongly urge vaccination of lab staff handling the

agent.

I'd be curious to know about the rep-def vaccinia you're referring to -

my understanding is that genetically rep-def forms of this virus aren't

readily available.  Is this one thermally or chemically inactivated, or

treated in such a way as to destroy or block its cell surface receptors

sites?

-- Glenn

-----------------------------------------------

Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D., CBSP

Biosafety Officer

U.C. San Francisco

415-476-2097   fax 415-476-0581

glennf@ehsmail.ucsf.edu

-----Original Message-----

From: Gerry.Griffin [mailto:Gerry.Griffin@MED.NYU.EDU]

Sent: Friday, December 18, 1998 8:24 AM

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject: vaccinia

Wondering what other institutions require for work with non-replicative

vaccinia virus?  Our instincts are still to require vaccination of

employees and work at BSL2 based on possibility of virus becoming

replicative.

Thanks in advance for any info.

----------------------------------------

Gerry Griffin

Environmental Services

Email: Gerry.Griffin@med.nyu.edu
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Karen B. Byers" <Karen=B.=Byers%SS%DFCI@EYE.DFCI.HARVARD.EDU>

Subject:      Re: vaccinia
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I would agree with using every BSL2 precaution for work with vaccinia

vectors. I was going over this with a researcher who was submitting a

proposal, when he provided me with new information. There is a new class of

vaccinia vectors; host-restricted modified vaccinia virus Ankara, called MVA

vectors. Check out: "SAFETY Precautions for Using Vaccinia" from Current

Protocols in Molecular Biology, 1998, supplement 43, section 16.15.5 Protein

Expression.

"To prevent laboratory infections, the CDC and the NIH recommend that

individuals who come into contact with vaccinia virus receive vaccinations at

10-year intervals(Richmond and McKinney, 1993). The CDC has supplied vaccine

for such purposes when requested by qualified health workers. Eczema or an

immunodeficiency disorder in the laboratory worker or a close contact,

however, may be a contraindication to vaccination, which should only be given

under medical supervision. The benefits of routine vaccination for health

investigators have also been questioned (references given). Vaccinia virus is

very stable and parenteral inoculation, ingestion, and droplet or aerosol

exposure of mucous membranes are the primary hazards to laboratory or animal

care personnel. Standard biosafety level 2 (BL-2) practices and Class I or II

biological safety cabinets should be employed(refs)."

Here is the part which was news to me:

"The NIH intramural program has lowered the safety requirements for highly

attenuated vaccinia virus strains such as modified vaccinia Anakara (MVA) and

NYVAC. However, local institutional biosafety offices should be contacted to

determine current policy regarding vaccination and physical containment."

Section 16.16.6 Preparation of Cell Cultures and Vaccinia Virus Stocks

"Although MVA expresses recombinant proteins efficiently, the assembly of

infectious particles is interupted in human and most other mammalian cell

lines, providing an added degree of safety to laboratory personnel. The NIH

Intramural Committee has determined that individuals do not need to be

vaccinated to work with MVA, and can do so under Biosfety Level 1 conditions

if no other vaccinia virus strains are being manipulated at the same location

by other investigators. "

The last part really surprised me, so I thought I would share it with this

discussion group.  There are a lot of references listed in Current Protocols,

if anyone wants to research this further-I'll be glad to fax the copies, but

my typing is giving out.

This reduced biosafety concern would only relate to the infectious nature of

the vaccinia vector, and would not relax concerns expressed in Glenn Funk's e-

mail about the proteins expressed by the recombinant vector.

Karen Byers, RBP, CBSP

Dana-Farber Cancer Inst.

44 Binney St. Boston, MA 02115

karen_byers@dfci.harvard.edu
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Esmeralda Party <partye@ROCKVAX.ROCKEFELLER.EDU>

Subject:      Re: vaccinia

In-Reply-To:  <vines.Ak,6+r2fSqA@EYE.DFCI.HARVARD.EDU>
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Peg Tipple (from CDC) at the last ABSA preconference course on medical

surveillance mentioned that the CDC currently considers that vaccination is

not necessary for certain types of vaccinia as Karen mentioned.  She said

that the CDC has not yet had the time to write an ammended recommendation

to the CDC vaccination policy.  I am waiting to obtain more details from

Peg on this subject.

Esmeralda

At 12:34 PM 12/18/1998 EST, you wrote:

>I would agree with using every BSL2 precaution for work with vaccinia

>vectors. I was going over this with a researcher who was submitting a

>proposal, when he provided me with new information. There is a new class of

>vaccinia vectors; host-restricted modified vaccinia virus Ankara, called MVA

>vectors. Check out: "SAFETY Precautions for Using Vaccinia" from Current

>Protocols in Molecular Biology, 1998, supplement 43, section 16.15.5 Protein

>Expression.

>

>"To prevent laboratory infections, the CDC and the NIH recommend that

>individuals who come into contact with vaccinia virus receive vaccinations at

>10-year intervals(Richmond and McKinney, 1993). The CDC has supplied vaccine

>for such purposes when requested by qualified health workers. Eczema or an

>immunodeficiency disorder in the laboratory worker or a close contact,

>however, may be a contraindication to vaccination, which should only be given

>under medical supervision. The benefits of routine vaccination for health

>investigators have also been questioned (references given). Vaccinia virus is

>very stable and parenteral inoculation, ingestion, and droplet or aerosol

>exposure of mucous membranes are the primary hazards to laboratory or animal

>care personnel. Standard biosafety level 2 (BL-2) practices and Class I or II

>biological safety cabinets should be employed(refs)."

>

>Here is the part which was news to me:

>

>"The NIH intramural program has lowered the safety requirements for highly

>attenuated vaccinia virus strains such as modified vaccinia Anakara (MVA) and

>NYVAC. However, local institutional biosafety offices should be contacted to

>determine current policy regarding vaccination and physical containment."

>

>Section 16.16.6 Preparation of Cell Cultures and Vaccinia Virus Stocks

>"Although MVA expresses recombinant proteins efficiently, the assembly of

>infectious particles is interupted in human and most other mammalian cell

>lines, providing an added degree of safety to laboratory personnel. The NIH

>Intramural Committee has determined that individuals do not need to be

>vaccinated to work with MVA, and can do so under Biosfety Level 1 conditions

>if no other vaccinia virus strains are being manipulated at the same location

>by other investigators. "

>

>

>The last part really surprised me, so I thought I would share it with this

>discussion group.  There are a lot of references listed in Current Protocols,

>if anyone wants to research this further-I'll be glad to fax the copies, but

>my typing is giving out.

>

>This reduced biosafety concern would only relate to the infectious nature of

>the vaccinia vector, and would not relax concerns expressed in Glenn

Funk's e-

>mail about the proteins expressed by the recombinant vector.

>

>Karen Byers, RBP, CBSP

>Dana-Farber Cancer Inst.

>44 Binney St. Boston, MA 02115

>karen_byers@dfci.harvard.edu

>

>
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Wan Yu Kwan <ulsoykwan@CUHK.EDU.HK>

Subject:      HSV type 1
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We have a researcher who wants to do with the herpes simplex viruse 1.

In the CDC / NIH publications, it is classified in biosafety level 2.  If

our researcher cultivates a large amount of such viruse, will it be required

the BSL3 facilities.

I can be reached at ulosykwan@cuhk.edu.hk

YK Wan

Safety Officer

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

!!!!!!!!

                 Yu Kwan WAN,

                 Safety Officer

                 The Chinese University of Hong Kong

                 Shatin, NT, Hong Kong

                 Email:

                 ulsoykwan@cuhk.edu.hk

                 ulsoykwan@hotmail.com

                 ulsoykwan@medscape.com

                 ulsoykwan@netscape.net

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

!!!!!!!!!
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From:         DOBLHOFF-DIER OTTO <doblhoff@EDV2.BOKU.AC.AT>

Organization: Universitaet fuer Bodenkultur Wien

Subject:      xmas

In-Reply-To:  <l03010d03b2004aead319@[193.190.240.72]>
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Cher Jean-marc,

merry xmas and a successful 99

With the very best wishes

A bientot

Otto Doblhoff

Otto Doblhoff-Dier, Inst. Appl. Microbiol, Univ. Agric.,

Nussdorfer Laende 11, A-1190 Vienna, Austria, Europe

Tel: *43-1-36006-6204    Fax:*43-1-3697615

EMAIL: doblhoff@edv2.boku.ac.at

WWW: http://www.boku.ac.at/iam/efb/doblhoff/doblhoff.htm
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From:         Chris Van Vorous <FigmentNM@AOL.COM>

Subject:      Christmas
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Happy Holidays everyone! Have a cheerful and great new year.
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Jairo Betancourt <jairob@MIAMI.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Christmas
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Lo mismo para ti y toda tu familia. Que se diviertan mucho en esta Navidad,

y que 1999 les traiga mucha felicidad, dinero y salud para disfrutarlos.

Ciao!

-----Original Message-----

From: Chris Van Vorous <FigmentNM@AOL.COM>

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Date: Monday, December 21, 1998 9:31 PM

Subject: Christmas

>Happy Holidays everyone! Have a cheerful and great new year.
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Adrian Felts <afelts@OSF1.GMU.EDU>

Subject:      biosafety program

In-Reply-To:  <d467300a.367f0376@aol.com>
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Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

I'm in the process of designing a biosafety program for a BSL-2 facility

that employs 12 people.  I have the appropriate standards supplied by OSHA

and the BMBL from the CDC and NIH, but I'd like to find a resource that

gives a general outline of a biosafety program.  Does anyone know if there

is such an outline or resource?  Also, can anyone suggest a biosafety

course covering general topics applicable to a BSL-2 facility?  Am I being

too picky and specific?

Thanks!!

****************************************************************

Adrian Felts

Research Associate and Safety Officer

Anthony G. Gristina Institute for Biomedical Research
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Reply-To:     rubockpa@UMDNJ.EDU

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Paul Rubock <rubockpa@UMDNJ.EDU>

Organization: eohss-umdnj

Subject:      Re: biosafety program

MIME-Version: 1.0
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Go to http://www.orcbs.msu.edu/absa/resource/biopages.html to check

other inst.'s biosafety programs
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      GC for sale
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Thought this might be of interest, please respond to Boston University

directly, do not respond to the list.

Richard Fink

Biosafty List Owner

Boston University

Office of Environmental Health and Safety

704 Commonwealth Ave. 2nd Floor

Boston, MA 02215

(617) 353-4094                  Fax: (617) 353-5646

The Photovac 10SplusTM Portable Gas Chromatograph is a portable unit that

allows real-time GC identification of individual volatile organic compounds

(VOCs) and real-time detection of Total Volatile Organic Compounds through

it's optional Photoionization Detector (PID).  2  years old. Rarely been used.

For sale by Boston University's Environmental Health and Safety Office

Contact:        Caitlin Ackley

Phone:          (617) 353-4094

Email:          cackley@uism.bu.edu

Price:          $10,000 or Best Offer
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Joseph H. Coggin Jr." <jcoggin@JAGUAR1.USOUTHAL.EDU>

Subject:      Re: biosafety program

In-Reply-To:  <199812221636.LAA26129@osf1.gmu.edu>
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Adrian:

You have everything you need!  Use the Check off list in the BMBL and

the OSHA inspector's guidelines for an audit if human materials are in

use.  You can do the training by simply going over this material with the

workers and supervisors.  I can send you our University's Biosafety

hand book and Exposure Control Plan if you wish to have a copy. Call 334

460-6339 and ask Susan Carter to mail you a copy.  Hope it helps.

Happy New Year!

Joe Coggin, Jr. Ph.D. RBP CBSP

Professor and Chair

USA COM

LMB, Mobile, AL 36688 (334) 460-6314

On Tue, 22 Dec 1998, Adrian Felts wrote:

> I'm in the process of designing a biosafety program for a BSL-2 facility

> that employs 12 people.  I have the appropriate standards supplied by OSHA

> and the BMBL from the CDC and NIH, but I'd like to find a resource that

> gives a general outline of a biosafety program.  Does anyone know if there

> is such an outline or resource?  Also, can anyone suggest a biosafety

> course covering general topics applicable to a BSL-2 facility?  Am I being

> too picky and specific?

>

> Thanks!!

> ****************************************************************

> Adrian Felts

> Research Associate and Safety Officer

> Anthony G. Gristina Institute for Biomedical Research

>
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Date:         Mon, 28 Dec 1998 10:47:41 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Adrian Felts <afelts@OSF1.GMU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: biosafety program

In-Reply-To:  <Pine.3.88.9812280843.A2504-0100000@jaguar1.usouthal.edu>
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Dr. Coggin,

Thanks for the help!!

Happy Holidays!

Adrian Felts

At 08:27 AM 12/28/98 -0600, you wrote:

>Adrian:

>You have everything you need!  Use the Check off list in the BMBL and

>the OSHA inspector's guidelines for an audit if human materials are in

>use.  You can do the training by simply going over this material with the

>workers and supervisors.  I can send you our University's Biosafety

>hand book and Exposure Control Plan if you wish to have a copy. Call 334

>460-6339 and ask Susan Carter to mail you a copy.  Hope it helps.

>

>Happy New Year!

>

>Joe Coggin, Jr. Ph.D. RBP CBSP

>Professor and Chair

>USA COM

>LMB, Mobile, AL 36688 (334) 460-6314

>

>On Tue, 22 Dec 1998, Adrian Felts wrote:

>

>> I'm in the process of designing a biosafety program for a BSL-2 facility

>> that employs 12 people.  I have the appropriate standards supplied by OSHA

>> and the BMBL from the CDC and NIH, but I'd like to find a resource that

>> gives a general outline of a biosafety program.  Does anyone know if there

>> is such an outline or resource?  Also, can anyone suggest a biosafety

>> course covering general topics applicable to a BSL-2 facility?  Am I being

>> too picky and specific?

>>

>> Thanks!!

>> ****************************************************************

>> Adrian Felts

>> Research Associate and Safety Officer

>> Anthony G. Gristina Institute for Biomedical Research

>>

>

****************************************************************

Adrian Felts

Research Associate and Safety Officer

Anthony G. Gristina Institute for Biomedical Research

