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This bill responds to a warning by the Director of National Intelligence (DNI) Mike McConnell and the Congressionally-mandated Commission on the Prevention of WMD Proliferation and Terrorism (chaired by former Senators Bob Graham and Jim Talent) that – 
· A WMD terrorist attack is more likely than not to occur by 2013, and 
· A biological attack is more likely than a nuclear attack.  

Accordingly, this bill implements the Commission’s recommendations for preventing and preparing for WMD attacks – primarily strengthening biosecurity while also improving emergency response capabilities, citizen and community preparedness, and U.S. Intelligence capabilities.
Domestic and International Biosecurity
· The bill focuses lab security measures (e.g., risk assessments, personnel reliability, and staff training) where they are most needed – on a new, top tier of most dangerous pathogens.
· Rather than legislating actual security standards, the bill establishes a “negotiated rule-making” framework for the Department of Homeland Security to develop lab security standards after consulting the life sciences community and other interested parties.
· The bill assists labs in meeting security standards by merging the multiple biosecurity inspections carried out by different departments into a joint inspection process and by authorizing grants to off-set labs’ security costs.
· In order to save lives and ultimately deter attacks, the bill requires a national strategy for dispensing medicine to the public, authorizes a National Bioforensics Analysis Center to identify the perpetrators of a biological attack, and provides medical kits to emergency responders so that they can respond to a WMD attack quickly while protecting themselves.

· The bill requires the Secretary of State to assist foreign countries in raising their levels of biosecurity and conducting global pathogen surveillance.
Emergency Response, Individual/Community Preparedness, and Selected Other Initiatives
· The bill supports improved dissemination of protective information to the public (e.g., whether to evacuate or shelter-in-place), requires development of guidelines for emergency responders to handle WMD attacks, and authorizes grants to States for individual/community preparedness.
· The bill requires the DNI to develop strategies for improving intelligence on WMD and terrorism, including hiring scientists and individuals with terrorism-related language skills.  
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